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THE FIRST BOOKE 


OF THE FAERIE 
QVEENE: 


THE LEGENDE OF THE KNIGHT 
* . OF THE RED CROSSE, 


OR 
Of Holineſſe.. : 


I 
= O, I the man, whoſe Muſe whilom did mask, And thou moſt dreaded hs of higheſt Toge, 
WAI As time her taught, in lowely Shepheards Faire Yenws ſonne, that with thy cruell dart 
|| Am now enforc't a far vnfitter task, (weeds, Atthat good Knight ſo rmaryg 2 didſtroue, 
21 For tripets ſtern to change mine oatEreeds, That olori ous fire it kindled in his hart, -. 
==] And ſing of Knights, & Ladies gentle deeds; Lay now thy deadly Heben bowe apart, 


Whole praiſes hauing ſlept 1n filence long, And with thy mother nulde come to mane ayde : 
Mee, all too meane; the {acred Mule areeds Come both, and with you bring triumphant Mart, 
To blazon 'broad, amongſt her learned throng : . In loues and gentle iollities arrayd, 

Fierce warres, and faithfull Joues, ſhall moralizemy ſong. After his murdrous ſpoiles and bloudy rage allayd. 

2 | 4 

Helpe then, © holy. Virgin, chiefe of nine, And with them cke, © Goddelle heauenly bright, 
Thy weaker Novice to performethy will : Mirrour of grace and Maieſtie divine, 
Lay forth our of thine cuerlaſting ſcrine Great Lady of the greateſt Ifle, whoſe light : 
The antiquerolles, which there lie hidden ſtill, - Like Phebuslampe throughout the world doth ſhine, 
Of Facrie Knights, andfaireſt Tanaquill, Shed thy faire beames into my feeble cyne, | 
Whom that moſt noble Briton Prince ſo long Andraile my thoughts, too humble, and roo vile, 
Sought through the world, and ſuffered ſo much ill, To thinke of thattrue glorious type of thine, 
That I muſt rue his vndeſerved wrong : The argument of mine afthiCted ſtile : 


O: help thou my weake wit,and ſharpen my dull tongue. The which to heare, vouchlafe, © deareſt dread a-while. 
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3] The Patron of true Holineſſe, 
| Foule Errour doth defeate : UNE Ie 1-e- 
Ep Hypocriſte, him fo entrap, PS ANSAY 
/ Doth to his home entreate. [OBE 
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I : 
Lf Gentle Knight was pricking on the Plaine, So pure an Innocent, as Fe. ſamelamb, 
| Yclad in mightie armes and filuer ſhield, She \vas in life an.] cuery vertuous lore, | 
; wherin old dints of deep wolids did remain And by deſcentirom Royall lynage came | 
= The cruell marks of many abloudie field ; Of ancient Kings and Q yeenes, that had of yore | 
> Yet armes ti that time did he never wie!d: Their ſcepters ſtretcht from Eaſt ro Weſtern ſhore, 
= His angry ſteede did chide his foming bat; And all the world in their ſubie&ion held ; ; 
As,much diſdaining to the curbe to yield * Till that infernall fiend with foule vprore a 
Full iolly Knight he ſeem'd, and faire did fit, Forcwaſted all their land, and them expeld : | 
As onefor ken ghtly giuſts and fierce encounters fit. Whom to avenge, ſhe had this Knightfrom far compeld; , 
2 | 6 | l 
But on his breaſt a bloudy Croſle he bore, | Behinde her farre away a Dwarfe did lag, c 
The deare remembrance of his dying Lord, . Thatlaziecſeem'd in becing cuer laſt, ; 
For whoſe ſweerſake that bo orious badge hewore, Or wearicd with bearing of her bag ; 
And dead (as liuing) cuer him ador'd : Of necdments at his back. Thus as they paſt, | 
Vpon his ſhield the like was alſo ſcor'd, ' The day withcloudes was ſuddaine overcaſt, . 
For ſoucraigne hope, which in his help he had ; And angry Toue an hideous {torme of raine ; 
; Right faithfull truce he was in deed and word; J Did poureinto his Lemans Jap fo faſt, " 
} But of his cheere did ſeeme to0 ſolemne ſad : That cucry wight to ſhrowd it did confſtraine, T 
; Yetnothing did he dread; buteuer was ydrad. + And this faire couple cke to ſhroud themſclues were faine, 
; #14 7 | 
: Vpona great adventure he was bond, Enferc't to fecke ſome covertnigh at hand, ; 
| That greateſt Glorianato him gave, | A ſhadie groue notfarre away they ſpide, f 
1 | That greateſt glorious ueene of Fazrielond, That promiſt ayde the tempeſt to withſtand : | 
; To win him worſhip, and her graceto haue, Whoſe lofty trees, yclad with ſommers pride, ; 
; Which of all earthly things he moſt did craue; Did fpread fo broad, thatheavens light did hide, 
| And euer as he rode, his heart did earn Not perccable with power of any ſtarre : ' 
| To proue his puiſlance in battell braue And «ll within were paths anJ alleies wide, 
: Vpon his foe, and his new force to learn ; With footing worne, and mos inward fare : 
Vpon has foe, a Dragon horrible and ſtearn. Faire harbour, that them ſeemes ; ſon they cntred are: | 
; Alouely Lady rode binfait beſide, And forth they paſſe, with pleaſure forward led, 
i Vpon a lowely Afle more white then ſnowe ; Ioying to heare the birds (weer harmony, : 5 Y 
Yet ſhee iis whiter, but the ſame did hide Which therein ſhrouded from the tempeſts dred, ' 
| Vnder aveile, that wimpled was full lowe, Seem'd in theirſong to ſcorne the cruell sky. 7 p 
| And over alla black ſtole ſhee did throwe, Much can they prate the trecs ſo ſtraight and hie, ; 
As one thatinly mournd : ſo wasſheſad, The ſtyling Pine, the Cedar proud and tall, ; 
| And heauie ſat ypon herpaltfrey flowe; The vine-prop Elme, the Poplar neuer Ws | 
| Seemed in heart ſome hidden care ſhe had, The builier Oake, ſole king of forreſts all, | | 
| And by her in alinea milke white lamb ſhelad. The Aſpine,good for ſtaues, the Cyprefle funerall. 9 | 
| c 
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EE 
The Laurell, meed of mightie Conquerours 
And Poets ſage, the Firre that weepeth ſtill, 
The Willow, worne of forlorne Paramours, 
The Eugh, obedient to the benders will, 
The Birch for ſhafts, the Sallow for the null, 
The Myrrhe ſweet, bleeding in the bitter wound, 
The warlike Beech, the Aſh for nothingill, ' 
The fruitfull Oliue, and the Platane round, 
The carver Holme, the Maple fildom inward ſqund. ' 


10 

Led with delight, thus beguile the way, 

Yntill the ey rota, parades Gl 

When, weeming to returne, whence they did ſtray, 

They cannot finde that path which firſt was ſhowne, 

Burwander to and fro in waies vnknowne, 

Furtheſt from end then, when they neereſt ween, 

That makes them doubt their wits be not their owne : 

So many paths, ſo many turnings ſeen, ; 
That which of them to take, in diverſe doubt they been. 


| it 
Atlaſt, reſolving forward ſtill to fare, 
Till that ſome end they finde or in or out, 
That path they take, thatbeaten ſeem'd moſt bare, 
And like to lead the labyrinth abour; 
Which when by tra& they hunted had throughout, 
Atlengrth it brought thetn to a hollow Caue 
Amid the thickeſt woods. The Champion ſtout 
Eftloones diſmounted from his courler braue, 
And to the Dwarfe awliile his needleſle ſpeare he gaue; 


2 
Be well aware, quoth then that Ladie milde, 
Leaſt ſuddaine miſchiefe yee too raſh provoke: 
The danget hid, the place vnknowne and wilde, 
Breeds dreadfull doubts : oft fire is without ſmoke, . 
And perill mthout ſhowe: therefote your hardy ſtroke 
Sir Knioht with-hold; till further mall made. 
Ah Lady (ſaid he) ſhame were to revoke 
 Theforward footing for an hidden ſhade : 
Vertue giues her ſelfe I1ght; through darknes for to wade. 
I 


3 
Yea, but (quoth ſhee) the yer of this place 


I better wot _ : ough now too late 
To wiſh you back returne with foule diſgrace; 


Yet wiſdom warnes, whilſt foote is in the gate, 

To ſtay the ſteppe, ere forced toretrate.. 

This 15 the wandring wood, this Errours den; 

A monſter vile, whom God and man does hate: 

Therefore, T 'reed bewate. Fly,fly (quoth then 
The fearefull Dwarfe : ) this is no place for liuing men. 


1 
Bur,full of fire and greedy kdirneve, | 
The youthfull knight could notfor ought be ſtaide 3 
Butforth vnto the darkſome hole he went, 
And looked in: his gliſtring armout made 
A little glooming light, much like a ſhade, 
By whuch he ſaw the vgly monſter plaine, 
Halfe like a ferpenthorribly difplaide, 
But th'other halfe did womans ſhape retaine, 
Moſt lothlome; filthy, foule, and full of vile duldaine. 


_- TE 
And,as ſheelay vpon the durtie ground, | 


Her huge long taile her den all ouerſpred, 

Yet was in knots and many boughts vpwound, 
Pointed with mortall ſting. Ofher there bred 
A thouſand young ones, which ſhedaily fed, 
Sucking vpon her pozſonous dugs, each one 
Of ſundry ſhape , Fet all illfauoured: 

Soone as that vncouth light ypon them ſhone, | 


Into her mouth they ctept, andiuddain all were gone. 
6 


I _ 
Their dam vpſtart; out of her den effraide; 


And ruſhed forth ; hurling her hideous taile 
About her curſed head, whoſe folds difplaid _ 
Were ſtretcht now forth atlength withour entralle. 
Shee lookt about, and ſeeing one in maile 
Armed to point, foughtback to turne againe; 
For, light ſhe hated as the deadly bale, 

Ay wont in deſert darknefle to remaine, 


. 


Where plaine none might her ſee, nor ſhe ſee any plaine. 


ES , SW F 
Which when the yaliant Elfe perceiu'd, he lept 


T 


As Lyon fierce vpon the flying pray, a 
And ich his wrenichand blade bt boldly kept 

From turning back; and forced het to ſtay: 

There-with enrag'd thee loudly gan to bray, 

And turning fierce, her ſpeckled raile adyaunſt, 
Threatning her angry fling, him to diſmay : 

Who, nought agaſt; his mighty hand enhaunſt z _ 
he ſtroke down from her head vnto her ſhoulderglaunſt, 

18 


Much daunted with that dint, her ſenſe was daz'd ; 


Yet kindling rage; her ſelfe ſhe gather'dround, 
And all at once her beaitly body raiz'd 
With doubled forces high abouc the ground : 


Tho wrapping vp her wreathed ſterne around, 


Leapt fierce vpon his ſhield, and her huge traine 
All ſuddainly about his body wound, T7 
Thathand or foot to ſtitre he ſtrove inyaine ; _ 


God help the man ſo Wrapt in Erroyrs endlefle traine. 


3 We © TOP 
His Lady, fad to ſee his fore conſtraint, 


That ſooneto looſe her wicke 


Cride out, Now; now Sir Knight, ſhew what you bee; 

Add faith vnto your force, and be notfaint: 

Strangle her, elſe ſhe ſure will ſtrangle thee. 

That when he heard, 1n great perplexine, 

His gal did grate for griete and high diſdaine, 

And knitting all his force, got one hand free, 

Where-with he 't her gorge with fo greatpaine, 
bi bands did her conſtraine, 


| _ 
There-with ſhe ſpewd out of her filthy maw 


A floud of poyſon horrible and black, 
Full of or X wade of flcſh and gobbers raw, 
Which ſtunk ſovilely, that it forc't himNlack 
His graſping hold; and from her turne him back; 
Her yomit full of bookes and papers was, 
With loathlyfrogs and toades, which eyes didlack, 
Andcrceping, ſought way in the —_ : 

s 


Her filthy parbreake all theplace defiled 
A 


; As 


x THE FIRST 


BOOKE OF 


21 

As when old father Nil#s gins to ſwell 

With timely pride aboue the Aegyptianvalc, 

His fattie waues doe fertile lime outwell, 

And overfloye each Plaine and fowely dalc : 

But when his later ebbe gins to ayale, 

Huge heapes of mud hcleaues, wherein there breed 

Tenne thouſand kindes of creatures, partly malc, 
Andpartly female of his fruitfullſeed 3 
Such vgly monſtrous ſhapes cifwhere may no man teed. 


23] 

The ſame fo fore annoyed has the Knight, ' I 
That wel-nigh choaked with the deadly ftinke, 
His forces faile, ne can no lon Fer fight, = | 
Whoſe c__ when the fiend perceiu'd to ſhrinke, 
Skee poured forth out of her helliſh ſinke 

* Her fruitfull curſed ſpawne of Serpents ſmall, 
Deformed monſters, foule, and blacke as inke, 
Which ſwarmingall about his legges did crall, 

And him cncombred ſore, but could not hurt atall. 


vs 4 

heardin fiweet exen-tide, | 

When ruddy Phebusgins to welke in welt, 

High on an hill, his flock toviewen wide, 

Marks which doe bitetheir haſty ſupper beſt; 

- A cloude of combrous gnats doe him moleſt, 

All ſtriuing to infix their feeble ſtings, 

Thatfrom their noyance he no where canreſt, 

But with his clowniſh hands their tender wings 
He bruſheth oft,and oft doth mar their murmurings. 


| 24 . 

Thus ill beſtedd, and fearcfull more of ſhame, 
Then of the certanne perill he Zo01 in; 
Halfe furious vnto his foe he came, 
Reſoly'd in mindall ſuddenly to win, 

 Orſoone to loſe, before he once wouldlin; 

And ſtrooke at her with more then mauly force, 
That from her body full of filthy fin 
He reft herhatefull head without remorlſe ; 

A ſtreame of coale black bloud forth guſhed frs her corlſe. 


As gentle Shep 


ei 
Her ſcattred broode, ſoone as their Parent deate 
They ſaw ſo __ falling to the ground, | 
Groning full deadly, all with troublous feare, 
Gath'red themſelues abouther body round, 
Weening their wonted entrance to haue found 
Ather wide mouth : bur, » 169, ami withſtood; 
They flocked all about her bleeding wound, 
And ſucked vp theirdying mothers blood ; | 
Making her death their life, ad eke herhurt theirgood. | 
| '6 
That deteſtable fight him much amaz'd, 
To ſee th'vnkindly Imps ofheauenaccurſt, 
Dcuoure their dam; on whorh while ſo he gaz'd, 
Hwing all ſatisfide their blotdy-thurſt, - 
Their bellies ſwolne he ſawe with fulneſs burſt, 
And bowels guſhing forth : well worthy end 
Of ſuch as drunke herlife, the which them nurſt; _ 
 Nowneedethhimno longerlabour ſpend: - (tend. 
His foes haye flaine theraſclues;with whom he ſhould con 


—_ 


| 27 
His Lady, ſeeing all that chaunc't from farre, 
Approch't in haſte to greet his vitorie; _ 
And ſaid, Faire Knighr, borne vnder happy ſtarte, 
Who ſee your vanquiſht foes before you li : 
Well worthy be you of that Armorie, | 
Wherein you haue great glory wonne this day, 
And pr5ou'd yourſtrength on a ſtrong cnemie, 
Your firſtadventure : many ſuch I pray, 
And henceforth cucr wiſh, thar like ſucceed it may. 
28 . 
Then mounted he ypon his Steed againe, 
And with the Lady backwatd ſoughtto wend 
That path he Kept, which beaten was molt plaine; 
Ne cuer would to any by-way bend, 
But ſtill did follow &tie vnto the end; , 
The which at laſt out of the wood them brought. 
So, forward on his way (with God to friend) = 
He paſſeth forth, and new adyenture ſought; 
Long way he trauelled before he heard of ought, 


2 

Atlengththey chaunc't to res ypon the way 
An gel Sire, in long black weeds yclad, 
His feet all bare, his beard all hoane gray, 
And Dyes belt his booke he hanging had; 
Sober he ſeem'd,and very ſagely tad, - 
And to the ground his eyes werelowely benyy 
Simplein ſhewe, and voyd of malice bad, 

. Andalltheway heprayed as he went, 
And often knockt his breaft, as ohie that didrepent; 


Hee faire the Knight Calured, jouting lowe; 
Who faire him quited, as that courteous was : 
And after asked him, if he did knowe , + 
Of ſtrange adyentures; which abroad did paſs. 
Ah my ; ayes (quoth he) how ſhould, alaſs, 
Silly old.man, that lives in hadden Cell, 
Bidding his beades all day for his treſpaſs, 
Tidings of warre and worldly troubie tell? 

With holy father fits not with ſuch things to mell. 


a I 
But, if of danger which henby doth dwell, 
And home-bred euill yedefireto heare, 
Ofa ſtrange man can youtidings tell, : 
That waſteth all this countrey farreand neare: 
Of ſuch ({aid hee) I chiefely doe enquere, 
And ſhall you well reward to ſhew the place, 
In which that wicked wighthis ow doth weare?s 
 For,to all knighthoodit is foule diſgrace, 
That ſuch a curled creatureliues ſo long a ſpace. 


. - 3 

Farrehence (quoth he)in waſtfullwildetneſſe 
His dwelling is, by which no living wighe ; 
May euer paſſe, but thorough great diſtreſle, 
Now (ſaid the Lady) draweth toward night, 
And well I wote, that of yourlater fight 
Ye all forwearied be: for,whatſo ſtrong; 
But wanting reſt, will alſo want of might? _. 


The Sunnezthat meaſures heauen all day long, 


Ag night doth baire his ſteeds phe Ocean waucsemong-. . 
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Cant. 1. THE FAERIE QVEENE. 


TEES 
| Thenwith the Sunne, take Sir your timely reſt, 


And with new day new worke at once begin : 
Vatroubled night (they ſay) giues countell beſt, 
Right well Sir Kai ghrye haue adviſed bin 
(Quoth then that aged man; ) the way to win 
Is wilely to adviſe : now day 1s ſpent; 
Therefore with me ye may take yp your In 
For this ſame night. The Knight was well content: 
So with that godly tather to his home they went. 
34 
A little lowely Hermutage it was, 
Downe in a dale, hard by aforreſts fide, 
Farre from reſort of people, ny didpaſs 
Intrauell to and fro: alittlewide : 
There was an holy Chappell edifide, 
Wherein the Hermite duly wont to ſay 
* Hisholy thiygs each morne and euentide : 
Thereby a Cryſtall ſtreame did peney play, . 
Which from a ſacred fountaine welled forth alway. 


F "FRO 
Arriued there, the litle houſe they fill, 
Nelooke for entertairiement, where none was : 
Reftis theur feaſt, and all things at their will ; 
The nobleſt mind the beſt contentment has. 
With faire diſcourſe the eucning to they paſs: 
For,that old man of pleaſing words had ſtore, 
And well could file his tongue as ſmooth as glaſs; 
Hetold of Saints and Popes; and,eyetmore 
He ſtrow'd an Aue-Mary after and before. 
6 


The drouping Night thus recpeth on them faſt, 
And the {ad humour loading their eye liddes, 
As meſſenger of Morpheus on them caſt 
Sweet lumbring deaw, the which to ſleep them biddes. 
Vnto their lodgings then his gueſts he riddes : 
Where when aſarown'd in deadly leepe he findes, 
Hee to his ſtudie goes, and,there amiddes 
, His Magick bookes and arts of ſundry kindes, _ 
Hee ſeckes out mightie charmes;to trouble ſleepy mindes, 


Then chufing out few THY moſt horrible, 
(Letnone them read) thereof did verſes frame, 
With which, and other ſpells like terrible, 

He bad awake black Plutoes griſly Dame, 

And curſed heauen, and ſpakereprochefull ſhame 

Of higheſt God, the Lord of life and light ; 

A bold bad man, that dar'd to call by hame 

Great Gorgon, Prince of darkneſle and dead night, 
Art which Cocytus quakes, and Styx is put to flight. 


£ $7.5. 

And forth heecall'd out of he darkneſle dread 
Legions of Sprighits, the which like little flies 
Fluttring abou Fir euer damned head, 
Awaite whereto their ſerjuce he applies; - 

To ayde his friends, or fray his enernies : 

--- Ofthoſe he choſe our two, the falſeſt two; 
And fitteſt for to forge true-ſeeming lyes 3 

;, Theone of them he gaue a meſſageto, 

The other by him ſelfe flaide other worketo doe 


Hee, making ſpeedy way X89? Iperſed ayre, 
And through the world of waters wide and deep, 
To Morpheus houſe doth haſtily reparte: 

Amid the bowels of the earth full ſteep 
And lowe, where dawning day doth neuerpeep; 
His dwelling is; there Tethys his wetbed . 
Doth cuer waſh, and Cynthia ſtill doth ſteep 
 Infilverdeaw his cuer-drouping ENCODE 
Whules ſad Night ouer him her mantle black doth fpred, 
40 
Whoſe doublegates he findethlocked faſt, 
The one faire fram'd of burniſhr Yuory : 
The other, all with filuer onercaſtz . © —_ 
And wakefull dogges before them fatre doe lye, 
Watching to back Caretheirenemy, 
Who oft1s wont to trouble gentle ſleep. 
By them the Spright doth palle in quietly,  - - 
| And vnto Morpheus comes, whom drowned 
In drowſie fithe findes : of nothing he takes keep. 


_ 
And more, to lull him inhis lumber ſoft; : . +4 -.. 
A trickling ftreamefrom high rock crumbling downe, 
And euer-drizling raineypontheloft, :... -.... . 
Mixt with a mytmuring winde, much like the ſown 
Of iwarthing Bees;did caſt him a ſwowne :- | 
No other noiſe, nor peoples troublous cryes, 
As ſtill are wont annoy the walled towne, 
Mightthere be heard : "685 careleſle Quierlyes, 
Wraprt in eternall fence, farre from enemies; 


42 

The meſlenger approching to him ſpake; + .. 
But his waſte words return'dito him.in vaine 2. 
Soſound he ſlept, that nought mought him awake? 
Then rudely he him thruſt, and puſht with paine, 
Whereat he gan to ſtretch : buthe againe 
Shooke him.to Hard, that forced him to ſpeake, 
As one then in adreame, whoſe drier brane 

. Is toſt with troubled fights ard fancies weake, + _ 
He mumbled ſoft, but would not all his filence breake? 


Pe.” ene __— 
The Spright then gari ave ballly himt6 wake, 
And tþreatned ynto him the dreaded name 
Of Hecate : whereat he gan to quake, 
And lifting vp lus lumpiſh head; with blame 
Halfe angry, asked him for whathe came, 
Hither (quoth he) me Arihimagolent, 
He that the ſtubboxne Sprites can wiſely tame, 
 Hebids thee to himi ſend for hisinteng, .. 
A fir falſe dreame, that can delude the fleepers ſent, 


The God obayde, and calling forth ſtraight way 
A diverſe dreame out of his priſon. darke, 
Deliuered 1t to hitn; ahd downe did lay -... 
His heauie head, deyoide of carefull carke, - -: .. 
hoſe ſenſes all were ſtraight benumb'dand ſtarke. 
e;backe ceturning by the Yuorie Uore, 
Remounted vp as light as cheerfullLarke, 
: Andon huslitdewings the dreame he bore , 
fa haſte yngo his Lord, where he him let afore, 


A 4- Who 


Tt HOPo0 EY Ree a AP A eg ” _ "TID ann a * 
- hy mug Wn ms > gy rl . . _ I £ 
w er - - - _ 

- 


6 THE FIRST 


Her chaſt hart 
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45 
Who all this while, with charmes and hidden arts, 
Had made a Lady of that other Spright, 
And fram'd of _ ayre her tender parts 
So huely, and fo like in all mens fight, 
That weakerſenſe it could hauerawſhtquight : 
The — ſelfe, for = = wondrous wit, 
Was nigh beguiled with ſo poodly fight: 
Heralls Art ATE clad, nd ber "4 s 
Caſt a black ſtole, moſtlike toſceme for Yrs fit. 
46 
Now, when that idle dreame was to him brought, 
Vnto that Elfin Knight he bad him fly, 
Where he ſlept ſoundly, voide of wow thought, 
And with falſe ſhewes abuſchis fantaſy, 
Inſort as he him ſchooled privily: 
And that new creature borne without her due, 
Full of the makers guile, with viſage ſly 
He taught to imitate that Lady true, 
Whoſe ſemblance ſhe did carry vndet feigned hew, 


47 
Thus well inftrufted, ro their worke they haſte, 
And comming where the Knightin lumber lay, 
The one vpon his hardy head him plac't, 
And tnade him dreame of loues and luſtfullplay, 
That nigh his manly hart did melt away, 
Bathed 1n wanton bliſs and wicked joy: 
Then ſcemed him his Lady by him lay, 
Andto him plaind, how thatfalſe winged boy 
fad ſubdewd, to lcarne Dame Pleaſures toy. 
| 48 | 
d ſhee her ſelfe (of beauty ſoueraigne Q ueene) 
* Faire Ferre, ſeem'd vnto his bed to bring 
Her, whom he waking cuertnoredid weene 
To be the chaſteſt lower, that ay did ſpring 
On e:rthly branch, the daughter of a King 3 
Now alooſe Leman to vile ſervice bound: 
And ckethe Graces ſcemed all to ſing, 
Hymenis Hymen, dauncing all around, 


Whilſt freſheſt Flora ber Yuie girlond crownd. 


| | 49 
In this great p:fſion of vywonted Iuft, 
Or wonted feare of dooing ougttamuls, 
He ſtarted vp, as ſeeming to muſtruſt 
Some ſecrerill, or hidden foe of his : 
Lo, there befote his face his Lady is, 
Vnder black ſtole hiding her baited hooke; 
And as halfe bluſhing oftred him to kiſs, 
With gentle blandiſhiment, and louely looke, 


 Moſtlike thatvirgin true, which forher knighthim tooke. 
70 


5 
All cleane diſmaid to ſee ſo vncouth fight, 
And halfe enraged at her ſhameleſle guiſe, 
He thought rhaue flaine her in bis fierce deſpight: 
Bur haſtie heat tetmpring with ſufferancewiſe, 


4 


He ſtaid his hand, and gan himſelfe adviſe 

To proue his ſenſe, and ternpther faigned truth. 

Wringing her hands in womens pittious wiſe, 

Tho can thee weepe, to ſtirre yp gentle ruth, 
Both for her noble blood, and for her tendet youth. 


Fl 
And ſaid, Ah Sir, myliegeLord and my loue, 
Shall T accuſe the hadden cruell Fate, 
And miightie cauſes wrought in heauen aboue, 
Or the blind God, thatdoth methus amare, 
For hoped loue to winne me certaine hate? 
Yet thus perforce he bids me doe, or die. 
Dieis my due: yetrue my wretched ſtate, 
You, whom my hard avenging deſtinie 
Hath made judge of my life ordeath indifferently. 


2 

Your owne deereſake "0, mee at firſtto leaue 

My Fathers kingdome ; There ſhe ſtoptwith teares: 

Her ſwollen heart her ſpeech ſeem'd to bereaue; 

AnJ then againe begun, My weaker yeares 

Caprtiu'd to fortune and fraile worldly feates, 

Fly to yourfaith for ſuccour and lureayde: 

Ler me not die in languor and long teares. 

Why Dame (quoth he) what hath yerhus diſtnaid? 
What frayes ye, 296 were wont to comfort me affraid? - 


F 


$ 
Loue of your ſelfe, ſhe; us and deere conſtraint 
Lets menotſleepe, butwaſte the wearic night 
In ſecret anguiſh and vnpittied plaint, 
Whilſt you 1n careleſſe fleepe aredrowned quite. 
Her doubtfull words made that redoubred Knight 
SuſpeCt her truth : yer ſith n'yntruth hee knew, 
Her fawning loue with foule di{dainefull ſpight 
He would not ſhend, burtſaid, Deare dame, Irew, 


Thatfor my fake ynknowne luch griefe vnto you grew. 


Afure your ſelfe, it fell i togpround ; 
For all ſodeare as life is to my hart, 
I decme yourloue, atd hold me to you bound; 
Ne let vaine feares procure your needleſs ſmart, 
Where cauſe is none, butto yourreſt depart. 
Not all content, yetſeem'd ſhe to _ 
Her mournefull plaints, begwled of her art, 
And fed with words that could not chuſe but pleaſe; 
So liding ſoftly forth, ſhe tura'd as to her caſe. 


55 

Lone after lay he naſa her nood, 
Much grieu'd to thinke that gentle Dame ſo light, 
For whoſe defence he was to ſhed his blood: 
Arlaſt,dull wearinefle of former fight 
Hauitg yrockt a ſleepe his irkeſome ſpright, 
That troublous dreame gan freſhly toſs his braine, 
With bowres, and beds, and Ladies dearedelight: 
But when he ſaw his labour all was yaine, 


With that misformed ſpright he back return'd againe. 
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Canto II. 


The guilefull great Enchaunter parts 

The Redcroſſe Knight from Truth: 
Into whoſe ſtead faire falſhood ſteps, 

And workeshimwofull ruth. 
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Bf Y this,the Northern wagoner had ſet 

Ay His ſeuenfold teme behind the ſtedfaſt tar, 
JV That was in Ocean wages yet neuer wet, 
YO But firmeis fixr, and ſendeth light from far 
STEM To all, that in the wide deep wandring are: 
And chearefull Chaunriclere with his note ſhrill 

Had warned once, that Phebus fiery carre 

In haſte was climbing vp the Eaſterne hill, 


Full enyious that might ſo long his roome did fill ; 
2 


> 40 


When thoſe accurſed meſſengers of hell, 


That feigning dreame, and that faire-forged Spright 
Came to their wicked maiſter, and gan te] 
Their bootelefle paines, and ill ſucceeding night : 
Who, allinrage to {ce bis skilfullmight 
Deluded fo, gan threaten helliſh paine 
And ſad Proſerpines wrath, them to aftrighr: 
But when he ſawe his threatning was but yaine, 
He caſt about, and ſearch his balcfull bookes againe. 


Eftſoones he tooke that and fure, 
And that falſe other Spright, on whom he ſpred 
Alſceming body of theſubtile aire, 
Like a young Squire, inloues andluſty-hed 
His wanton dayes that euer looſely led, 
Without regard of armes and dreaded fight : 
Thoſe two he tooke ; and ina ſecret bed, _ 
Couer'd with darknefle and miſdeeming might, 
Them both Raw yas laid, to 10y in vaine delight. 


Forthwith he runnes with Figned Faithfull haſte 
Vnto his gueſt, who after troublous fights 
And dreames, gan now to take more {ound repaſt, 
Whom ſuddenly he wakes with fearcfull frights, 
As oneagaſt with fiends or damned ſprights, 
And to him calls, Riſe, riſe vnhappy Swaine, 
That heere wex old in ſleepe, whiles wicked wights 
_ Haueknitthemſelues in Yenws ſhamefull chaine; _ 
Come; ſee where your falſe Lady doth her honour ſtaine. 
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5 
All in amaze he ſaddenly vp ſtart 
With ſword in hand, and with the old man went; 
Who ſoone him brought into a ſecretpart, 
Where that falſe couple werefull cloſely ment 
In wanton luft and lewd embracement : 
Which when he ſaw, he burnt with iealous fire, 
Theeye of reaſon was with rage yblent, 
And would haue ſlune them 1n his furious ire; 
But hardly was reſtreined of that aged Sire. 
6 


Returning to his bed in torment great, 
And bitter anguiſh of his guiltie fighr, 
He could not reſt, but did his ſtqurt hearr eat, 
And waſte his inward gall with deepe deſpight; 
Yrkeſome of lite, and too long lingring night. 
Atlaſt faire Heſperus in higheſt sKie 
Had ſpent his lampe, and brought fotth dawning light, 
Ther-vp he roſe, and clad him haſtily ; 
The Dwarte him brought his ſteed: ſo both away do flie. 


7 

Now when the roſy-fingred Morning faire, 
Weary of aged Tithons ſaffron bed, 
Had ſpred herpurple robe through deawy aire, 
And the high Fils Titan diſcouered 

Theroyall virgin ſhooke off drowſy-hed, 

And rifing frok out of her baſer bowre, 

Looktfor her knight, who far away was fled, 

And for her Dwarte, that wont to waiteach howre; 


Then gan ſhe wale and weepe, to ſeethat wofull ſtowre. 


8 
And afterhim ſhe rodewith ſo much ſpeede 
As her {lowe beaſt could make; butall invaine: 
For him fo far had borne his light-footſteed, 
Pricked with wrath and fierie Se diſdaine, 
That him to follow was but fruitleſle paine ; 
Yetſhe her weary.limbes would neuerreſt, 
But euery hill and dale, each wood and Plaine 
Did ſearch, fore grieued in her gentle breſt, 
Heſo vngently left fs whom ſheloued beſt. 
| But 
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Butſubtile Archimago, WT, f $ Queſts 
He ſaw divided into double parts, 
And na vvandring in woods and forreſts, 
Th'end of his drift, hepraifd his diueliſh arts, 
That had ſuch might ouertrue meaning harts ; 
Yetreſts notſo, butother meanes doth make, 
How he may worke ynto her further ſmarts : 
For her he hated as the hifling ſnake, 

And in her many troubles did moſt pleaſure take. 


10 
He then deviſde himſelfe how to diſguiſe; 
For by his mighty Science he could take 
As many formes and ſhapes in ſeeming wile, 
As cuer Proters to himſclfe could make : 
Sometime a fowle, ſometime a fiſhin lake, 
Now likea fox, now like a dragon fell, 
That of himſelte he oftfor feare would quake, 
And oftwould flie away. O! who can tell 
The hidden power of hearbes, & might of Magick ſpell 2 
II 
But now ſeem'd beſt, the perſon to put on 
Of that good Knight, bis lare begwled gueſt: \ 
In mighty armes he was yclad anon, 
And filver ſhield: vpon his coward breſt 
A bloudy croſfle ; and on his craven creſt 
A bunch of haires diſcolourd diverſly : 
Full iolly knight heſcemde, and well addreſt, 
And when heſatevpon his courler free, 


Samt George himlelfe yee would have deemed him to be. 


I2 
But he,the knight, whoſe ſemblance he did beare, 
The true Saint George,was wandred far away, 
Still flying from his thoughts and 1calous feare 3 
Will was his guide, and griefe led him aſtray. 
Atlaſt him chaunc'tto meet vpon the way 
A faithleſle Sarazin, allarm'd to point, 
In whole great ſhield was writ with letters gay 
Sans Foy : Full large of lIimbe and euery 101nt 
He was, and cared not for God or man a point. 
13 
He had a faire companion ofhis way, 
A goodly Lady, clad in ſcarlotred, 
Purfled with gold and pearle of rich aflay, 
And like a Perſcan mitre on her head 
She wore, with crownes and owches garniſhed, 
The which her laviſhlovers to her gaue 3 
Her wanton palfrey all was overſpred 
With tinſel] trappings, woven like a waue, 
Whoſe bridle rung with golden bells, and boſles brane. 
14 
With fairediſport and om dalliance 
Shee entertaind her lover all the way : 
But when ſhe ſaw the knight his ſpeare advance, 
She ſoone left off her mirth and wanton play, 
And bad her knight addreſſe him to the tray: 
Hisfoe was nigh athand. He, prickt with pride 
And hope to winne his Ladies heart that day, 
Forth ſpurredfaſt : adowne his courſers ſide 
The red bloud,trickling,ſtaind the way as he did ride. 


En _— — 
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The knight of the nel-enfiahen him he ſpide, 
Spurring ſo hote with rage diſpighteous, 
Ganfairely couch his ſpeare, and towards ride : 
Soone meete they both, both fell and furious, 
That daunted with their forces hideous, 
Theirſteeds doe ſtagger, and amazed ſtand, 
And cke themſclues toorudely rigorous, 
Aſtonied with the ſtroke of their owne hand, 

Doe backe rebut, and eachro other yecldeth land. 

I 


As when two rammes, ſtird with ambitious pride, 
Fight for the rule of the rich fleeced flock, 
Their horned fronts fo fierce on either fide 
Doe meet, that with the terror of the ſhock - 
Aſtonied, both ſtand ſenſelefleas ablock, 
Forgetfull ofthe hanging vi&ory : 

So ſtoode theſe twaine, vamooued as a rock, 
Both ſtaring fierce, and holding idlely 
The broken reliques of their former cruelty. 


I 
The Szra%nlſoredaunted wich the buffe, 
Snatcheth his ſword, and fiercely to him flies; 
Who well it wards,and quiteth cuff with cuff: 
Each others equallpuiflaunceenvies, 
And through their ron ſides with cruelties 
Does lecke to perce : repining courage yields 
No footeto foe. Theflaſhing fier flies 
As from a forge out of their burning ſhields, 
And ſtreames olurple bloud new die the verdant fields. 
18 | 
Curſe on that Crofle (quoth then the Sarazin) 
 Thatkeepes thy body fromthe bitter fit; 
Dead long ygoel wote thou haddeſt bin, 
Had notthat charme from thee forwarned it : 
But yet I warnethee now aflured fir, 
And hide thy head. There-with vpon his ereſt 
Withrigour ſo outragious he ſmit, 


That a large ſhare ithew'dout of thereſt, 


And glaicing down his ſhield, fr6 blame him fairely bleſt, 


8 I 

Who thereat wondrous Ws: 22 the ſleeping ſpark 
Ofnatiue yertue gan eftſoones reyiue, 
And at his haughtichelmet making mark, 
So hugely ſtrooke, that it the ſteele didriue, 
And cleft his head. He,tumbling downe alue, 
With bloudy mouth his mother earth did kiſs, 
Greeting his _ : his grudging ghoſt did ſtriue 
With the fraile fleſh; atlaſt it flittedis, 

Whither the ſoules doe flie of men, thatliue amnuls. 


20 

The Lady, when ſhe ſaw her champion fall, 
Like the old ruines of a broken towre, 
Staid not to waile his woefull funerall, 
Butfrom him fled away with all her powre 
Who after her as haſtily, gan ſcowre, 
Bidding the Dwarfe with him to bring away 
The Sarazinsſhield, figne of the —— 
Her ſoone he ouertooke, and badto ay ; 

For preſcnt cauſe was none of dread, herto diſmay. 
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21 | 
She turning backe with rucfull countenance, 
Cryde, Mercy,mercy Sir vouchſafe to ſhowe 
On ſilly Dame, ſubie&to hard miſchance, 


'  Andto your mighty will. Her humbleſſe lowe, 


In ſo rich weeds and ſeeming glorious ſhowe, 
Did much emmouc his ſtoutherozcke heart, 
And ſayd ; deare Dame, your ſuddein ouerthrowe 
Much rueth me: but now put feare apart, 
And tell, both who ye be, and who that took your part. 
22 
Melting in teares, then gan ſhe thus lament; 
The wretched woman, whom vnhappy howre 
Hath now made thrall to your commandement, 
Before that angry heauens liſt to lowre, 
And fortune falſe betraide me to your powre, 
Was (O, whatnow auaileth thatI was : 
Borne the ſole daughter of an Emperour, 
He that the wide Weſt vnder his rule has, 
And high hath ſet his throne, where Tiberis doth paſs. 


2 

He in the firſt lowre of my Feſheſt age, 
Betrothed me vnto the onely heirc 
Of a moſt mighty King, moſt rich and ſage 
Was neuer Prince io faithfull and ſo faire; 
Was neuer Prince ſo meek and debonaire : 
But ere my hoped day of ſpouſall ſhone, 
My deareſt Lord fell from high honours ſtaire, 
Into the hands of his accurſed fone, 

And cruelly wasflaine : thatſhall T euer mone, 


| : 24 
His bleſſed body, ſpoild of lively breath, 


Wasafterward, | knowe not how, conuaid 
And fro me hid : of whoſe moſt innocent death 
When tidings came to'me vnhappy mayd, 
O, how greatſorrow my ſad ſoule aſſay! 
Then forth I went, his woefull corſe to finde;, 
And manyryeares Faroughour the world I ſtrayd, 
A virgin widow: whole deep wounded minde 
With loue, long time did languiſh as the ſtriken kinde. 
25 
Arlaſt, it chaunced this proud Sara%;n 
To meet me wandring: who perforcemeled 
With him away, but yet could neuer win 
The Fort, that Ladies hold in ſoueraigne dread. 
There lics he now with foule dishonour dead, 
Who whiles he liv'de, was calledproud Sens foy, 
Theeldeſt of three brethren,all tires bred 
Of one bad fite, whoſt youngeſt is Sans ivy, 
Andtwixtthem both was borne the bloudy bold Sens loy. 
| 2 ES” | 
In this ſad plight, friendleſle, vpfortunate, 
Now muſerableI Fideſſa dwell, 
Crauing of you inpitty of my ſtate, 
To do none ill; if pleaſe yenotdo well, 
Hein grearpaſſion all this while did dwell, 


More buſyin: -his quicke eycs, herfaceto view, 


Then his dull eares, to.hearewhar ſhe didtell; 
And fayd; Faire Lady,heart of flintwould rew, 


- The vndeſetued woes and ſorrowes, which ye ſhew. 
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2 
Henceforth in ſafe a may yereſt, 
Hauing both found a new friend you to ayde, 
And loſt an old foe, that did you moleſt: 
Better new friend then an old foe is ſaid. 
With change of cheare, the ſeemin g limple maid 
Let fall her eyen, as ſhamefaſt ro the earth; 
And vielding ſoft,in that ſhe noughr oain-ſaid. 
So forth they rode, he faining { eemely mirth, 
And ſhe coy lookes : ſo, Dainty they ſay maketh derth, 
28 


Long time they thus together traueiled; 
T11l weary of their way, they came ar laſt, 
Where grew two goodly trees, that faire did ſpred 
Theirarmes abroad, with gray molle ouer-calt 3 
And their greene leaues trembling with euery blaſt, 
Made a calme ſhadowefar in compaſſeround : 
The fearetu]l Shepheard often thereaghaſt 
Vnderthem neuerſat, ne wont thereſound 


His merry oaten pipe, but ſhund th'ynlucky ground. 


2 
But this good Knight, ſoon 4 hethem gan ſpie, 
For the coole ſhadow thither haſt'ly got : 
For,golden Phebus now that mounted hie, 
From fiery wheeles of his faire chariot, 
Hurled his beame {0 {ſcorching cruell hot, 
That liuing creature mote itnor abide; 
And lis new Lady itcndured nor, 
Therethey alight, in hope themſcluecs to hide 
From the fierce heat, and reſt their weary limbs a tide. 


20 
Faire ſeemely pleaſance each to other makes; 
With goodly purpoſes there as they fit: 
And in hisfalled 7 #02 he her takes 
To bethe faireſt wight, tharliued yit; 
Which to expreſle | bends his gentlewit : 
And thinking of thoſe branches greeneroframe 
A girlond for her dainty forhead tir, 
He pluckta bough; outof whoſe rift there came 
Small drops of gory bloud , that rrickled downetheſame, 
I 
Therewith apitious elarce was heard, 
Crying, © ſpare with guilty hands to teare 
My tender tides ia this rough rynde embard: 
But fly, ah fly far henc&away, for feare 
Leaft ro you hap, thathapned to me here, 
And to his wretched Lady, my dearcLoue 3 
O too deareloue! loue bought with death too deare. 
Aſtond he ſtood, and vp his haire did houe, 
And with that ſuddein horror could no member moue. 


2 
Art laſt, when-as the dreadful paſſion 
Was ouer-paſt, and manhood well awake: 
Yet muſingatthe ſtrange occaſion, 
And doubting much his ſenſe, he thus beſpake ; 
Whatvoice of damned ghoſt from Limbo lake, 
Orguilefull fpright wandring in empry ayre 
(Both which fraile men doeoftentimes miſtake) 
Sends to my doubrfull eares theſe ſpeeches rare, 
Andruecfull plaints, me bidding guiltleſle bloud to ſpare? 
Then 
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Then cride ſhe out, Phy, > deformed wight, 
Whoſe borrowed beauty now appearcth plaine 
To haue before bewitched all mens fight; 

O leaue her ſoone, or let her ſoone beflaine, 
Her loathly viſage viewing with diſdaine, 
Eftſoones I thought her ſuch, as ſhe me told, 


Then groniog deep, Nor | LATE ohoſt, quoth he, 
Nor ouilefall ſpriteto thee theſe words doth ſpcake; 
But once a man, Fradubio, now atree: 

Wretched man, wretched tree ;whole nature weake, 

A cruel! witch her curſed will to wreake, 

Haththus transformd, and plac't in open Plaines, 

Where Boreas doth blowe full bitter bleake, And would haue kild her; but, with fained paine, 

And ſcorching Sunne does dry my ſecret vaines : The falſe witch did my wrathfull hand with-hold ; 
For, though a tree I ſeeme, yet cold and heat mepaines. So left her, where ſhe now is turnd to treen mould. 


34 


40 
Say on Fradubio then, or man, or tree, Thenceforth I took Dweſſator my Dame, 


And inthe witch vnweening ioyd long time: 


Quoth then the Knight,by whoſe miſchieuous arts 
Art thou misſhaped thus, as now I ſee ? 

He oft finds med'cine, who his griefe imparts; 

Bur double griefs afflict SCAR A hearts, 

As raging flames who ſtriueth to {uppreſle. 

The author then, ſayd he, of allmy ſmarts, 

Is one Dueſſaafalle forcereſle, 


Ne cuer wiſt, but that ſhe was the ſame ; 


Till on aday (thatday is euery Prime, 


When witches wontdo penance for their crime) 
I chaunc't to ſee herin herproper hew, 

Bathing herſelfcin origane and thyme: 

A filthy foule old woman I did view, 


That many errantknights hath brought to wretchedneſſe. That euerto hauetoucht her, I did deadly rew. 
41 

Her neather parts misſhapen, monſtruous, 
Were hid in water, that I could not ſee: 
Butthey did ſceme more foule and hideous, 
Then womans ſhape man would belecue to be. 
Thenceforth from her moſt beaſtly companic 
I gan refraine, in mindeto flip away, 
Sooneas appeard ſafe —_ F- 
For, danger great, if notaſſur'd decay, 

I ſawe before mine eyes, if 1 were knowne to ſtray. 


35 
Inprime of youthly yeares, when couragehot 
The fire of loue and ioy of cheualrece 
Firſt kindled in my brett ; it was my lot 
Toloue this gentle Lady whom ye ſee, 
| Now nota Lady, buta ſeeming tree; 
; With whom as once rode accompanide, 
| Me chaunced of a knight encountred bec, 
q That bad alike faire Lady by his ſide; 
Like a faire Lady, but did fowle Dueſſa hide. 


6 
Whoſe forged beauty he FE take in hand, 
All other Dames to haue exceeded re: 
T in defence of mine did likewiſe ſtand; 
Mine, that did then ſhine as the Morning ſtarre: 
So, both to batttell fierce arraunged arre; 
| þ In which his harderfortune was to fall 
Vnder my ſpeare: ſuch is the dy of ware: 
His Lady, Icftasapniſemartiall, | 
Did yieldher comely perſon, to be at my call. 


42 | 

The diueliſh þag by changes of my cheare 

Perceiy'd my thought; and drownd in ſleepy night, 

With wicked heatbes and ointments did befincare 

My body all, through charmes and magicke might ; 

Thar all my ſenſes were bereaued quight: 

Then brought ſhe me into this delert waſte, 

Andby my wretched Louers fide me pight; 

Where now incloſde in wooden wals Kifaſt, | 
Baniſhe from living wights, our weary dayes we waſte, 


43 ——_— 
Burhow long time, ſayd then the Elfin Knight, 
Arc you in this misformed houſe to dyel]? 
We may not change, Poenne, this euillplight, 
Till we be bathedin aliuing Well; _ ... 
That 15 the terme preſcribed by the ſpell. 
O! how, ſaydhe, moteI that well out-finde, | 
That may reſtore youto your wonted well? _ 
Time and ſuffiſed fates to former kind  , _ 
may vs vabinde. 


- 
So doubly lov'd of Ladies Falike faire, 
1 Kone ſeeming ſuch, the other ſuch indeed, 
One day in doubr1 caſt for to compare, 
Whether in beauties glory did cxceede; 
A Roy girlond was the Viftors meede : 
Both ſeemde to win, and both ſeemde won to bee, 
So hard the diſcord was to beagreede. 
Freliſſa was as faire, as faire mote bee: 
And cuer falfe Dueſſa ſeemd as faire as ſhee, 


Shall vs reſtore: none elſe from hence m 


$ | 
The wicked witch now 7 ag all this while 

Thedoubttfull ballance equally roſway, _ 

What not by right, ſhe caſt ro win by guile, 

And by her hellſh ſcience raiſd ſtreight way 

A foggy miſt, that ouer-caſt the day, 

Andadull blaſt, that breathing on her face, 

Dimmed her former beauties ſhiniog ray, 

And with foule vgly forme did her diſgrace: | 
Then was ſhe faire alone, when none was faire in place. 


d 


Full of ſad feareand ghaſ '.. ARNE 
When all this ſp che link tree had ſpent, 

The bleeding bongh Iidthrofbinro the ground, 
And with freſh bo fee cloſethe wooden wound: _ ... 
| Her 


Nw. 
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45 And dimmed fight, with pale and dexuly haw, 
Her ſeeming dead he found with fejgned feare, Atlaſt ſhe gan vp-lift : with trembling .heare 
** As all ynweeting of that well ſhe knew, Her vp he tooke, too fimple and too true, 
And paind himfelfe with bufie care to rearc And oft herkiſt. Atlengrth, all paſſed feare, 
Her out of careleflc ſ\woune. Her eylids blew He ſer her on her ſteede, and forward forth did beare. 


Canto III. 


Forſaken Truth long ſeekes her lone, 
and makes the Lyon mylde, 

Marres blind Devotions mart, &fall's 
in hand of leachour vilde. Ce 
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I | From her faire head her fillet ſhe vndight, 
F Oughtis there vnder heau'ns wide holownes And laid her ſtoleafide. Her angels face 
I[AThat moues more deare c6paſſion of mind, As the greateye of heauien ſhined bright, 
# The beuty brought t'ynworthy wretchednes And made aſunſhine inthe ſhadieplace; 
\{2y Envies ſnares,or Forunes freaks vakind: Did neuer mortalleye behold ſuch heauenly grace: 
"whether latcly throghher brightnes blind, 5 
Or through alle2geance and fat fealtic, It fortuned, dutofthethickeſtwood 


; Which I doe owe ynto all womankind, A ranging Lyonruſhed ſuddainly, 
U 


Feele my heartpearc't withſo greatagony, | Hunting full greedy after ſalvage blood; 

When ſuch I lee, his all for pittie I could die. Sooneas theroyall ring he did ſpy, 

| 2 | With gaping mouthar herran greedily, 

And now it is empaſſioned ſo deepe, : To haucattoncedeuour'd her tender corſe : 
For faireſt /naes ſake, ot whom I ſing, Butto Seger wheiras he drew more nie, 

That my fraile eyes thele lines with teares doe ftcepe, His bloody rage afſwaged with remorſe, 
Ta thinke how ſhee through guilefull handeling, .' And withthefight amaz'd, forgat his furious force. 
Though trueastouch, though daughter of a King, 6 
Though faire as euer liuing wight wasfaire, In ſtead thereof he kiſther weariefeer, 
Though nor in word nor deed ll meriting, And lickt herlilly hands with fawning tongue, 
Is from her knight divorced in deſpaire As hee her wronged innocence d1d weet. 
And her due loues deriu'd to that vile witches ſhare. O | how can beauty maiſter the moſt ſtrong, - 
| | 3 > And ſimple truth ſubdue.avengingwrong ! 

Yer ſhee moſtfaithfull Lady all this while Wholeyeelded pride, and proude ſubmiſſion, 
Forſaken, wofull, ſolitary maid Still dreading death, when ſhe had marked long, 
Farre from all peoples preaſe, as in exile, Her heart gan melt in:great compaſſion, 

In wilderneſſe and waſtfull deſerts ſtraid, And drizling teares did ſhed tor pure afteQtion. 

To ſeeke her knight; who, ſubtilly berraid 7 

Through thatlate viſion, which drEnchatites wrought, The Lyon Lord of every beaſt in field, _ | 

Had her abandond. Shee of nought aftraid, Quoth ſhe, his princely puiflancedoth abate, 

Through woods and waſtnefſe wide him daily ſought; —And mighty proud to humble weake does yicld, 
Yet wiſhed tydings none of himvnto her brought. Forgetfull of the hangxy rage, whictrlate 

4 Him-prickt, inpatty of my {ad eſtate: 

One day, nigh weary of the irkeſome way, But hemy Lyon; and my noble Lord, 

From hier ynhaſtie beaſt ſhe did alight, How does he find in cruell heart to hate 

And on thegrale her dainty limbs did 1a Her that him lov'd;and cuer moſt ador'd, 

In ſecret ſhadow, farre fromall mens fot: As the.God of my hte*why. hath he meabhord ? 

| B. Redoun- 


OILY 


12 THE FIRST BOOKE OF Cant. 111. 


CT ——— 


| 1 
[- 
: 
Fl 
if 
| 
[ 
/ 
: 
' 
it 
ih 
(!. 
it 
: 
} 
F: 
fl 


6 

Redounding teares did choke th'end of her plain, 
Which ſoftly ecchoed from the nezxghbour wood ; 
And {ad to ſee her ſorrowfull conſtraint, | 
The kingly beaſtypon her gazing ſtood; 
With pitty calmd, downe fell his angry mood. 
Arlaſt, in cloſe heart ſhutting vp her paine, 
Arole the virgin borne of heauenly brood, 
And to herſnowy Palfrey got agune, 

To ſeckeher ſtraied Champion,if | ſhe mightattaine. 


TheLyon would not leaue her deſolate, 
But with her wentalong, as a ſtrong gard 
Ofher chaſt perſon, and a faithfull mate 
Of her {ad troubles and misfortunes hard : | 
Still when ſheſlepr, he keptboth watch and ward; 
And when ſhe wak*t, he waited diligent, 
With humble ſeruice to her will prepar'd : 
From herfaire eyes he tooke commaundement, 
And euer by her lookes conceiucd her intent. 


10 

Long ſhee thus traueiled through deſerts wide, 

By which ſhe thought her wandring knight ſhould paſs, 

Yerneuer ſhew of liuing wighteſpide; 

T1ll that at length ſhe found the troden graſs, 

In which the tra&t of peoples footing was, 

Vnder the ſteepe foot of a monntaine hore ; 

The ſame ſhe followes, till at laſt ſhe has 

A damzel! ſpide, ſlowe footing her before, 
That on her ſhoulders {ad a pot of water bor=. 1 


II 

To vwhom approching, ſhee to her gan call, . . 

To weet, if dwelling place were nigh ar hand . ..z + 

But therudewench = anſwer'd nonghtat all, 

She could not heare, norſpeake, norynderſtand z - - 

Tillſceing by her fide the Lyon ſtand, 1.Q"7r'% 

With ſuddaine feare her pitcher downe ſhe threw, . 

And fled away : for neuerin thatland War 51 

Face of faire Lady ſhe before did view, {1 
And that dread Lyons looke her caſt in deadly bew. - 


Iz 

Full faſt ſhe fled, ne ever lookt behind, of) in 

As if herlifevpon the wager ay ; | 

And home ſhee came, where as her mother blind 

Sate in eternall night : nought could ſhe fay; = 

But ſuddainecatching hold, did her diſma 

With quaking hands, and other fignes offeare: 

Who full of gaſtly fright and cold affray, 

Gan ſhut thedore. By this arriued there | 
Dame Yna, weary Dame, and entrance didrequere.-.. 


I 
Which when none yeelded, #1 vnruly Page 
With his rude clawes the wicker apenrent, 
And lether in; where of hiscruell rage ' 
Nigh dead with feare, andfaintaſtoniſhment, 
She found them both in darkſome corner pent; . .. 
Where that old woman day andmnight did pray - 
Vpon hcr beades deuoutly penitent; | 
Nine hundred Pater no ſeers eucay day, 222 
And thrice vine hundred Aves ſheewas wont to lay. 


14 

And roaugment her painefull penance more, 

Thrice cuery weeke 1n aſhes ſhe did ſir, 

And nexther wrinkled skin rough lackcloth wore, 

And thricethree times did faſt from any bit: 

But now for feare her beades the did forget. 

Whole needleſle dread for to remoue away, 

Fuire Pnaframed words and count'nance fit: 

Which hardly doen, atlength ſhe oan them pray, 
Thatin their cotageſimall, thar night ſhe reſt her may. 


| IF 
The day is ſpent, and commeth drowſic night, 
When eucry creature ſhrowded js in ſleepe; 
' Sad Yne downe her layes in wearie plight, 
AnJ at her feetthe Lyon watch doth keepe: 
In ſtead of reſt, ſhe does lament, and weepe 
For the late lofle of her deare loued knight, 
And ſighes, and grones, and eucrmore does ſteepe 
Her tender breaſt in bitter teares all night, 
All night ſhe thinks too long, and often lookes for light. 
16 
Now when Aldeboran was mounted hie 
Aboue the ſhinie Caſſiopeias chaire, 
Andall in deadly ſleep did drowned lie, 
One knocked at thedore, and in would fare; 
He knocked faſt, and oftencurſt, and ſware, 
- Thatreadie entrance was not athis call : 
For on his back a heauie load he bare 
Of nightly ſtelths, and pillage ſeuerall, | 
Which hee had gotabroad by purchaſe crimiaalt. 
17 


| Hee was to weet aſtout and ſturdie thiefe, 


Wont to rob Churches of their ornaments, 

And pooremens boxes of their duc reliefe, 

Which giuen was to them for goodintents; / 

The holy Saints of their rich veſtiments 

He did difrobe, when all men carclelle flept, 

And ſpoild the Prieſts of their habiliments, 

Whiles none the holy things in ſafety kept ; 
Then he by cunning leights1n at the window crept. 

| x8 


Andall that he by right or wrong could find, 
Vnto this houſe he brought, and did beftowe 
Vpon the daughter of this woman blind, 
Abeſſa, daughter of Corcecaſlowe, | 
With whom he whoredome vs'd, that few did knowe, 
And fed her fat with feaſt of offerings, 
And plenty, which in all the land did growe: 
Ne ſpared he to giueher gold and rings, - - 
And nowhe to her brought part ofhis ſtollen thingy. 


9 

Thus, long the dore with rage and threats he bet, 

Yet of thoſe fearefull women none durſt riſe, ' 

The Lyonfrayed them, him in to let : 

He would no longer ſtay him to adviſe, 

But open breakes the dore in furious wiſe, 

And entring is ; when that difdainfull beaſt 

Encountring fierce, him ſuddaine doth ſurprize, 

And ſeizing cruell clawes ontrembling breſt, 
Yader his Lordly foot tum proudly hath fuppreſt. 
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20 
Him booteth notreſiſt, nor ſuccour call, 
His bleeding heart is in the vengers hand, 
Who ſtraight him rent in thouſand peeces {mall 
And quite di{\membred hath : the thirſtie land 
Drunke vp his life ; his corſe left on the ſtrand. 
His fearctull friends weare out the wofull wght, 
Ne dare to weepe, nor ſeeme to vnderſtand 
The heauic hap which on them 1s alight, 
Afraid,leaſt to themſclues the ike mishappen might. 


21 
Now whenbroad day the world diſcouered has, 
Vp Yna role, vp roſe the Lyon eke, 
Andon their former iourney forward paſs, 
In waies vnknowne, her wandring knighrto ſecke, 


With paines farrepaſſing thatlong wandring Greeks, 


Thattor his louc refuſed deitie 
Such were the labours of this Lady mecke, 
Still ſeeking him, that from her ſtill did flie, 


26 
Erelong hecame where 7/natrauul'd lowe, 
And that wilde Champion wayting her betide : 
Whom ſeeing ſuch, for dread he duricnot ſhowe 
Himſelfe too nigh at hand, but turned wide 
Vato an hill; from whence when ſhe him ſpide, 
" his iKeſeeming ſhield, her knight by name 
Shee weend it was, and towards hum gan ride : 
Approching mgh, ſhe wiſtit was the fame, 
And with faire fearefull humbleſle towards him ſhe came. 


27 

And weeping ſaid, Ah my long lacked Lord, 
Where haue yee been thus long out of my fight 2 
Much feared I to baue been quite abhord, 
Or ought haue done, that yee dilpleaſen might, 
Thatſhould as death vnto my deare heart light : 
For ſince mine eye your1oyous fight did mils, 
My cheerfull day is turn'd to cheerlefle nighr, 
And cke my might of death the ſhadow is; 


Then furtheſt from her hope, when moſt ſhee weened nie. But welcomenow my light, and ſhininglamp of bliG. 
28 


22 

Soone as ſhee parted thence, the fearefull twaine, 
That blind old woman and herdaughterdeare 
Came forth, and finding Kirkrapine there ſlaine, 

. For anguiſh great they gan torend their harre, 
And beat theur breaſts, and naked fleſh to teare. 
And when they both had weptand waild their fill, 
Then forth they rannelike two amazed Deere, 
Halfe mad through malice, and revenging will, 

Tofollow her, that was the canſer of therr ill. 


23 

Whom ouertaking, they gan loudly bray, 
Wrth hollow howhngyand lamenting cry, 
Shamefully at her railing all the way, 
And her accuſing of diſhoneſtie, 
Thatwas the lowreof faith and chaſtitie; 
And ſtill amidſt her rayling, ſhe did pray, 
That plagues, and milchiets, and long miſery 
Mightfall on her, and follow all the way, 

Andthatin endlefle errour ſhe night cucr itray. 

24 

But when ſhee ſaw.her prayers noughtpreuaile, 
She back returned with ſome labour loſt; 
And in the way, as ſheedid weepe and waile, 
Akmghther metin mighty armes emboſt, 
Yetknightwas not for all his bragging boſt, 
But ſubtill Archimag, that Ynaſought 
By craines 1nto new troubles to haue toſt : 
Ofthat o1d woman tydings he beſought, 

If that of tuch a Lady ſhe could tellen ought. 


There-with ſhe gan her paſſion torenew, 
And cry, and curſe, andrale,and rend herhare, 
Saying, that harlot ſhee too lately knew, 
That cauſd ber ſhed ſo many a bitter teare, 
And fo forthtold the ſtory of her feare: 
Much ſeemed he to mone her haplefle chaunce, 
And after, for that _ did inquere; 
Which becing taught, heforward gan advaunce 


Hs faire enchaunted ſterdand cke his charmed launce. 


Hee thereto meeting, ſaid, My deareſt Dame, 
Farre be it from your thought, and fro my will, 
To think thatknighthood I ſo much ſhould ſhame, 
As you to leaue, = haue mee loued ſtill, 
And choſe in Faery Court of meere good will, 
Where nobleſt knights were to be found on earth : 
The earth ſhall ſooner leaue herkindely skill 
To bring forth fr ut, and makeeternall dearth, 
Then Ileaue you, my life, yborne of heauenly births 


29 

And ſoothtoſay, why Tleft youſolong, 
Was forto lecke adventure in ſtrange place, 
Where Archimago {aid a felon ſtron 
To many Knights did daily worke . "OE 
But knight he now ſhall neuer more deface : 
Good caule of mine excuſe; thatmoteye pleaſe 
Well to accept, and cuermore embrace 
My faithfull ſeruice, thatby land and ſeas 

Haue yow'd you todefend, now then your plaint appeaſe, 

©) 


His loucly words her ſeem? duerecompence 
Of all her paſſed paines : one louing howre 
For many yeeres of ſorrow can diſpence : 
Adram of ſweet is worth a pound of ſowre : 
She had forgot, how many a wofull ſtowre 
For him ſhelate endur'd; ſhee ſpeakes no more 
Ofpalſt : true is, that true loue hath no powre 
Tolooken back; his eyes be fixt before. 
Beforc her ſtands herknight, for whom ſhe toyld fo ſore. 
I 
Much like, as when the ba bes Marinere, 
Thatlong hath wandred in the Ocean wide, 
'Oft ſouitin ſwelling Tethys altith teare, 
- Andlong time hauing rand his tawney hide 
With bluſtring breath of heauen, that none can bide, 
And ſcorching flames of fierce 0rions hound, 
Soone as the portfrom furre he has efpide, 
His cheerfull whiſtle merrily doth ſound, . (round: 
And Nereus crownes with cups; his mates him pledge a- 
B 2 Sack 


—— 


y: TI IO TEE Torn Hs Bo —P—__—— w» - 


rn Cr I IEEESSS 


14 JHE FIRST 


BOOKE OF {ant 111. 


2 
Such ioy made Fna, when he Knighr ſhe found ; 
And eketh'enchaunter ioyous lecmdno lefle 
Then the glad Marchant, that does view from ground 
His ſhip farre comefrom watrie wildernefle; 
He hurkes out vowes, and Neptune oft doth blefle : 
So forth they paſt, and all the way they ſpent 
Difcourſing of her dreadfull late diſtrefle, 
In which heaskt her, whatthe Lyon ment: 
Who told, her all that fell in journey as ſhewent. 


They had not ridden "We; "9 they mightſee 
Onepricking towards them with haſty hear, 
Full ſtrongly arm'd, and on a couwrer tree 
Thatthrough his fiercenefle fomed all with ſweat, 
And the ſharp iron did for anger eat, 
When his hotriderſpurr'd his chauffed fide ; 
His looke was ſterne, and ſeemed ſtill to threat 
Cruell revenge, which he in hart did hide, 

And on his ſhield Sans loy in bloudic lines was didc. 


4 

When nigh he drewynto NA entlepaire, 

And ſaw the Red-croſle, which the Knight did beare, 

He burnt in fire, and gan eftſoones prepare 

Himlſelfe to battell with his couched ſpeare. 

Loth was that other, and did faint through feare 

To taſte th*yntryed dint of deadly ſteele ; 

But yet his Lady did fo well him chearc, | 

That hope ofnew good hap he gan to feele; 
So bent his ſpeare, and fpurnd his horſe with iron heele. 


35 
But that proude + rs forward came ſo fierce, 
Andfull of wrath, that with his ſharp-head ſpeare 
Through vainely crofled ſhield he quite did pierce; 
And,had his ſtaggering ſteed not ſhrunke for feare, 
Through ſhield and body cke he ſhould him beare: 
Yet ſo great was the puiſſance of his puſh, 
Thatfrom his ſaddle quite he did him beare : 
He tumbling rudely downe to ground did ruſh, 
And from his gored wound a well of bloud did guſh. 


6 
Diſmounting lightly from bs loftie ſteed, 
He to him lepr, in mund to reaue his life, 
And proudly ſaid, Lo, there the worthy meed 
Of lim, that lew Sans foy with bloudy knife ; 
Henceforthhis ns freed from repining ftrife, 
In peace may paſſen ouer Lethe lake, | 
When mourmng altars, purg'd with enemies life, 
The black infernall Furies doen aſlake : 
Life from Sans foy thou tookſt, Sans loy ſhall fro thee take, 


7 
There-with in haſte his helmet gan ynlace, 
Till 724 cride, © hold that heauie hand, 
Deare Sir, what cuerthat thou be in place : 
Enough is, thatthy foe doth vanquiſhr ſtand 
Now atthy mercy : Mercy not withſtand: 
For heis onethe trueſt Knight aline, 
Though conquered now helie on lowely land, 
And whil {thing fortunefauourd, faire did thrive 


In bleugy field: therefore of lite himnordepriue, 


— 


8 
Her pittous words might a abate his rage; 

Burrudely rending vp his helmet, would 

Haue ſlaine him ſtraight: butwhen he ſees his age, 

And hoarie head of Archimago old, 

His haſtie hand he doth amazed hold, 

And halfe aſhamed, wondred art the fight : 

For, the old man well knew he, though vntold, 

In charmes and magick to hauc wondrous might, 
Ne cuer wont 1n field, ne inround liſts to fight. 


And ſaid, Why Archimago, [Aleſſe fire, 
What doeI {ce ? what hard mishap is this, 
That hath thee hither brought totaſte mineire ? 
Or thine the fault, or mine the error is, 
In ſtead of foe, to wound my friend amiſs > 
He anſwered nought, but in a traunce ſtill Jay, 
And onthoſe f.Fall dazed eyes of his 
Thecloude oFleath did fit. Which docnaway, 
He left him lying fo, ac wouldno longer ſtay; 


O 
Butto the Virgin comes, G: ne allthis while 
Amazed ſtands, herſelfe ſo mockt to lee 
By kim, who has the guerdon of his guile, 
For ſo misfeigning her true Knight to bee : 
Yetisſhe nowinmoreperplexitie, | 
Left in the hand of thatſame Paynim bold, 
From whom her booteth not at all to flic; 
Who, by her cleanly garment catching hold, 
Her from her Palfrey pluckt, her viſage to behold. 


I 
But her fierce ſeruaunt, full of kinply awe - 
And high diſdaine, whenas his{ouetaigne Dame 
So rudely handled by her foe he ſawe, 
With gaping iawes full greedy athim came, 
Andramping on his ſhield, did weenethe ſame 
Haue reft away with his rending clawes : 
Buthe was ſtout, and luſt did nowinflame 
His courage more, tharfrom his griping pawes 
He hath his ſhield redeem'd, & forth his {word he drawes. 
2 ” 
O then toQ weake and feeble was the force 
Of ſalvage beaſt, his purfſance to withſtand : 
For, he was ſtrong, and of ſo mighty corlſe, 
As cuer wielded ſpeare in wakdohand, 
And feates ofarmes did wiſely vnderſtand. 
Eftſoones he pierced through his chauffed cheſt 
With thrilling point gf deadly iron brand, 
And Jaunc't his Lordly hart: with death oppreſt 
He roar'd aloud, whiles life forfooke his ſtubborne breſt, 


Who now is left to keepe chefoctomns maid 

From raging ſpoile of lawlefle vitors will 2 

Her faithjull gard remoou'd, her hope diſmaid, 

Her ſelfe ayeclded prey to ſaue or ſpill. 

He now Lord of thefield, his pride to fill, 

With foule reproches, and Sifdainfull ſpighe 

Her vilely entertaines, and (will or nill) 

Beares her away vpon his courſer light : | 
Her prayers nought preuaile, bis rage is more of a 
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And all the way, with great lamenting paine, 


Andpittious pluints ſhe filleth his dull eares, 
Thar ſtony heart could riven haue 1n twaine, 
And all the way ſhe wets with flowing teares : 
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Canto 


To ſinfull houſe of Pride, Dueſſa 


guides the faithfull knight : 
IWhere brothers death to wreak,Sanſioy 
doth chalenge hins to fight. 


But hee, enrag'd with rancor, a. 7 
Her ſervile beaſt yet would nor leaue her {o, 
But followes her farre off, ne oughrhe feares 
To bepartaker of her wandring woe 3 


More mulde inbeaſtly kind, then that her beaſtly foe. 
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| I 
: A ®/A Ong knight,what euer thatdoſt arms profeſs 
WIZSP And through long labors hunteſt after fame, 
»V 4h Beware of fraude,beware of fickleneſs, 
W & In choice,& change of thy dearloued Dame, 
9/F\ Leaſt thou of her belieue too lightly blame, 
And raſh miſweening do thy hart remoue : 
For, vnto Knight there is no greater ſhame, 
Then lightneſſe andthconftancie in loue; 
That doth this Redcroſſe knights enſample plainly proue: 
2 


Who after that he had faire 7na lorne, 
Through light miſdegming ofher loialtic, 
Andfalſe Dueſſa in het Read had borne, 
Called Fideſs', and ſo ſuppos'd to be; 
Long with her trauaild, till atlaſt they ſee 
A goodly building, brauely garniſhed, bs, 
The houſe of mighty Prince 1t ſeem'd to bee : +) 
And towards it a Prod high way that led, 
All bare through peoples feet, which thither travailed. 


Great troupes of people ravail'd thitherward 

Both day and night; of each degpee and place; 
But few returned, hauing ſcaped hard, 
With balefull beggerie, or foule diſgrace, 
Which cuer after in moſt wretched calc, 
Like loathſomelazars, by the hedges lay. 
Thither Daeſſa bade him bend his paſe : 
For ſhe 1s weary ofthe toileſome way, 

And alſo nigh conſumed is the lingring day. 


A ſtately Palace built of fquared brick, 
Which cunningly was without morter laid, 
Whoſe walls were high, butnothing ſtrong,nor thick, 
And golden foile all ouer them diſplaid, 
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Thatpureſt skie with brightneſle they diſmaid : 

High lifted vp were many loftie towres, 

And goodly galleries farre over-laid, 

Full of faire windowes, and delightfull bowres ; 
And onthe top a Diall told the timely howres. 


5 
It was a goodly heape for to behold, 
And ſpake the praiſes of the workmans wit 3 
But full peer one, that ſo faire a mold 
Did ono weake foundation euer fit : 
For on a ſandie hill, that ſtall did flit, 
And full away, it mounted was full hie, 
That enery breath of heauen ſhakedit: | 
And all the hinder parrs, that few could ſpie, 
Were ruinous and old, but painted cunningly. 
6 


Arrived there, they paſſed in forth right; 
For ſtill; to all, f w gates ſtood open wide ; 
Yet charge of them was to a Porter hight 
Call'd Maluenu, who entrance none denide : 
Thence to the hall, which was on euery fide. 
With rich array and coſtly Arras dight : 
Infinite ſorts of people did abide 

There waiting long, to winthe wiſhed fight 

Of her, that was the Lady of that Palace bright. 


7 

By them they paſſe, all gazing on them round, 

And to the Preſence mount ; whoſe glotious view 

Theit frajle amazed ſenſes did confound : 

In liuing Princes Court none euer knew 

Such endlefle riches, and ſo ſumptuons ſhew; 

Ne Perſeaſelfe, the nurſe of pompous pride, 

Like euer ſaw. And there a noble crew 

Of Lords and Ladies ſtood on euery fide, : 
Which with their preſence faire, the plies much beautifide. 

B 3; | tHigh 
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High aboue all, a cloth of Stare was ſpred, 

And arich throne, as brightas ſunn day, 

On which there ſate moſt brane embelliſhed 

With royall robes and gorgcous array, 

A maiden Queene, that ſhone as Titans ray, 

In gliſtring gold, and peereleſle pretious ſtone : 

Yet her bright blazing beauty did afſay 

To dim the bri henelf: of her glorious throne, 
As envying her ſelfe, thattoo exceeding ſhone; 


Exceeding ſhone, like Phatul faireſt childe, 
That did preſume his fathers firie waine, 
And flaming mouthes of ſteedes ynwonted wilde, 
Through higheſt heaven with weaker hand toraine 3 
Proude of fuch glory and advauncementyaine, 
While flaſhing beames doedazc his feeble eyen, 
He leaucs the welkin way moſt beaten plaine, 
And rapt with whirling wheeles, enflames the skyen, 
With fire not made to burne, butfairely for to ſhyne. 


Io 

So proudcſhee ſhined in her Princely ſtate, 
Looking to heaven; for earth ſhe did diſdaine, 
And ſitting high; for lowely ſhee did hate : 
Lo, vnderneath her ſcornefull feete, was layne 
A dreadfull Dragon with an hideous traine, 
And in her hand ſhe held a mirrour bright, 
Wherein her face ſhee often viewed faine, 
And 1 her ſ{elfe-lov'd femblance tooke delight; 

For ſhee was wondrous faire, as any lining wight. 

II 

Or erieſly Pluto ſheethe daughter was, 
And {id Proſerpinathe Queene of hell ; 
Yetdid ſhe thinke her pecrelefle worth to paſs 
That parentage, with __ ſo did ſhee {well : 
And thundring Towe, thathigh in heauen doth dwell, 
And wield the world, ſhe claimed for her Sire, 
Or if thatany elſe did Toueexcell : 
For, to the higheſt ſhee did ſtill aſpire, 

Or, if ought bgher were then that, did it deſire. 


12 
And proude Luciferq men did her call, 
That made her{clfe a a and crown'd to be : 
Yetrighttullkingdome the had none at all, 
Ne heritage ofnatiue {oyeraintie, 
But did vſarpe with wrong and tyranne 
Vpon theſcepter, which ſhenow did hold : 
Nerul'd her Realmes with lJawes, butpolicie, 
And ſtrong advizement of fix wilards old, 


"That with their counſels bad, herkingdom did vphold. 


13 


| Soone as the Elfin knight in preſence came, 


Andfalle Dueſſa, ſeeming Lady faire, 

A gentle Huſher, Fanitie by name, | 

Made roome, and pallage for them did prepare : 

So goodly. brought them ro the loweſtſtuire 
Ofher high throne; where they,on humble knee / 
Making obeifance, did the cauſe declare, 

Why they were come, her royall ſtate to ſee, 

To vroue thewide report of her great Maicſtte. 


\* þ 
£ 


I 
 Withlofty eyes, halfeloth looks ſolowec, 
She thanked them in her diſdainefull wile, 
Ne other grace vouchlafed themrto ſhowe 
Of Princetſe worthy, ſcarſe them bad ariſe. 
Her Lords and Ladies all this while deuiſe 
Themlſclues to letten forth to ſtrangers ſight : 
Some frounce their curled haire in courtly guiſe, 
Some pranke their ruftes, and others tri mly dight 
Their gay arttire: each others greater pride docs ſpight. 


I 
Goodly they all thatknight | #7 entertaine, 
Right glad with him to haue increaſt their crew : 
But to Dueſs each one himlelfe did paine 
All kindnefle and faire curtefie ro ſhew ; 
Forin that Court whilome her well they knew : 
Yet the ſtout Faerie mongſt the middeſt crowd, 


Thou ght br glory vainein kniohtly view, 


And that or@@Princetle too excecaingprowd, 
Thhax to ſtrangeKnight no better countenance allowd. 


_ I 
Suddaine vpriſcth from her ſtately place 


Cc, AÞ< for her coche doth call: 


Theroyall Da 
All hurlen forth ll ce with Princely paſe, 
As faire Aurora in hilt plepall, 
Out of the Eat thEdawning day doth call : 
So forth ſhecomes: her brightneſle broad doth blaze: 
The heapes of people, thronging inthe hall, 
Doe ride each other, ypon herto gaze : 
Her glorious glitter and light doth all mens eyesamazc. 


. I 7 
Soforth ſhee comes; and to her coche does clime, 
Adorned all with gold, and girlonds gay, 
That ſeem'd as Eh as Flerg inher prime, 
And ſtroueto match, 1nroyall rich array, 
Great Tunoes golden chaire, the which they ſay 
The Gods ſtand gazing on, when ſhe'docs ride 
To Teues high houſe through heauens brafle-paued way 
Drawne of faire Peacocks, thatexcellinpride, . 


And full of Argus eyes theirtailes difipredden wide. 


But this was drawne of fix vnequall beaſts, 
On which her fix ſage Counſellours did ride, 
Taught to obey their beſtiall beheaſts, 
With like conditions to theirkinds applide : 
Of which the firſt, that all the reſt did guide, 
Was fluggiſh Idleneſſe, the nurſe of fin ; 
Vpon aflothfull Aﬀle he choſe to ride, 
Arraid ir: habit þlack, and amis thin, 

Like to an holy Monx, the {erwce to begin. 


| mg 
And in his hand ls PorteſſeRiillhe bare, | 
That much was worne, but therein little reds  ' 
For, of devotion hee had littlecare; 
Still drown'd inflegpe, and moſt of his dayes ded 3 
Scarſe could he once vpheld his heauic hed, 
Tolooken whether it were mght of day . 
May ſeemethe waine was yery.eullled, 
When ſuch an-one had guidingof the way, 
Th:rkncw not, whether right hewent, or clic aftray, 
From 
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From worldly cares kimlſelte hee did efloime, 

And preatly ſhunned manly exercile : 

For cuery worke hee chalenged eſſoine, 

For contemplation ſake : yet otherwale, 

His life he led in lawlefle ntotiſe; _ 

By which he grew to gricuous maladie ; 

For, in his luſtleſſe limbs through euill guiſe 
A ſhakingfeaverraign'd continually : 
Such onewas 1dlencſſe, firſt of this company. 

21 

And by his ſiderodeloathſome Gluttony, 

Deformed creature, on a filthy ſwine, 

His belly was vp-blowne with luxury, 

And cke with fatnefle ſwollen were his eyne 2 

And like a Crane his necke was lone and fine, 

With which he ſwallowed vp excefliue feaſt, 

For want whcreof poore people oft did pine 3 

And all the way, moſtlikea brutiſh beaſt,” 
Hee ſpewed vp his-gorge, thatall did himdeteaſts 

22 


In greene vine leaues he was right fitly clad 3 
or, other clothes he could not weare for hear, 
And on his head an Ivie girland had, 
| From vnder which faſt trickled downe the ſweat; 

Still as he rode, heſome-what ſtill did eate, 

And in his hand did beare a bouzing can, 

Of which he ſupt ſo dft, that on his (ear 

His drunken corſe heſcarſe vpholden can; 
In ſhape and life, more like a monſter, thena man. 


23 
Vofit he was for any worldly thing, 
And ekeynable once to ſtrre or go, 
Not mecet to be of. counſell to a king, 


Whoſe mind inmeate and drinke was drowned ſq, 


That from his friend he fildom knew his fo ; 
Full of diſcafes was his carcafle blew, 
And adry dropfie through his fleſh did flow; 
Which by mu{dier cally greatergrew: 

Such one was Gluttory, the ſecond of that crew. 


2 
And next to him rode luftfuil Lechery, _ 

Vpon a bearded Goat, whoſe rugged haire, 
And whally eyes (the fione of i aloufte) 

12s like to perſon ſclie, whom he did beare : 
Who rough and black, and filthy did appeare, 
Vnlecme ly manto pleaſe faire Ladieseye3 
Yet he, of Ladies oft was loueddeare, 
When fairer faces were bid ſtanden by: 


O! who docs know the bent of womens Fantaſie ? 


25 
In a grcene gowne he clothed was full faire, 
— Which vnderneathdid hide bis filthinefle, 
And in his hand a burning harthe bare, 


Full of vaine follies, and new-fangleneſle : 2 


For, he was falle, and fraught with fickleneſſe, 

And learned had to loue with ſecret lookes,. 

And well could daunce and fingwith ruefulneſle, 

And fortunestell, and read in Jouing bookes, _ 
And thouland other waics, to baithis Aſh 


yhookes. 


26 
Inconſtant man, that loued all he ſaw, 
And luſted after all that he did louc, 
Ne would his looſer life be tide to law, 
But 1oy'd weake wemens hearts to tempt and proue 
If from their loyall loues he might them moue; 
Which lewdnefle fild him with reprochefull paine 
Of thatfoule euill, which all men reproue, 
That rots the marrowe, and conſumes the brane : 
Such one was Lecherze, the third of all this truines 


27 
And greedy Avarice by him did ride, 
Vpon a Camellloadenall with gold; 
Two iron coffers hung on cither fide, 
With precious metall , full as they mighth.old, 
And in his lap an heape of coine he to!d; 
For of his wicked pelfe his God he made, 
And ynto hell himſelfe for money fold; 
Accurſed vſury was all his trade, 
And right and wrong ylike in equall ballance waide. 
8 


2 

His life was nigh vnto deaths dore yplac't, 

And thred-Fare cote, and coble.{ſhooes he ware, 

Neſcarſe good morlſell all his life did taſte, 

But both from backe and belly ſtill did ſpare, 

To fill his bags, and riches to compate 

Yet chyldene kinſman living had he none 

Tolecaue them to ; but thorough daily care 

To get, and EP feare to loſe his owne, 
He led a wretched life ynto him ſelfe ynknowne. 


29 | 
Moſt wretched wight, whom nothing might ſuffiſe, 
Whoſe greedy luſt did lack in greateſt ſtore, 
Whole riced had end, but no end couetiſe, 
Whoſe wealth was want, whoſe plenty madehim pore, 
Who had enough, yet withed eucrmore; 
A viledileale, and cke in foote and hand 
A grieuous gout tormented him full {ore, / 
That well he could not touch, ror go, norftand : 
Such one was Auarice, the fourth of this Faire band. 


| 20 
And next to him malicious Enrvierode, | 
Vpon a raucnous Wolfe, and ftill &id chaw 
Betweene his cankred-teeth avenemoustode, 
Thar all the poiſon ran abourthis jaw; 
But inwardly he chawed his owne may _ 
At neighbours wealth; that made him euer {a4; 
For deathritwas, when any good heſaw, 
And wept, that caule of weeping none he had : 
But when he heard of harme, he wexel wondrous glad. 
| n 
Allina kirtle of diſcolourd Sy £ ” 
Heclothed was, ypainted fullofcyes ; - 
Andiuhisbolomeſecratlytharluy | . ;. - 
An hatefull Snake, the which his tale yptics 
In many folds, and merrtall ſtung implics. 
Stillas be rode, he gnaſhthis teeth, to fee 


Thoſghcapes of gold with oriple Coueule, 
And grydgedat thegreat fehcitie 


*, [2 


Of proiige Luciſera, and bis gwne companie: 
Tm. - | 
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He hatedall good works . vertuous deeds, 
And him no lefle, that any like did vſe: 
And who with gracious bread the hungry feeds, 
Has almes for want of futh he doth accuſe ; 
Socuery good to bad he dothabuſe: 
And ckethe verſe of famous Poets wit 
Hedoes backbite, and ſpightfull poyſon ſpues 
From leprous mouth, on all that eucr wnit : 
Such one vile Exvie was, thatfirſt in rowe did fit. 


And him beſiderides ke. ing Wrath, 
Vpon a Lion,loth for to be Jef ; 
And in his hand a burning brond he hath, 
The which he brandiſheth abouthis head ; 
His eyes did hurle forth ſparkles fiery red, 
And ſtared ſterne on all thathim beheld, 
As aſhes pale of hew andſceming dead; 
And on his dagger ſtill his hand he held, 


Tremibling through haſty rage, when choler in him ſweld. 
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His ruffin raiment all was ſtaznd with blood 


Which he had {pilt, and all to rags yrent, 
Through vnadviſed raſhneſle woxen wood ; 
For, offs hands he had no gouernment, 
Ne car'd for bloud in his avengement : 
Burzwhen the furious fitwas overpaſt, 
His cruel|fx&s he often would repent ; 
Yet wiltull man he neuer would forecaſt, 
How many maſchicucs ſhould enſue his heedleſle haſt, 


5 
Full many miſchiefes fallow cruell #rath ; 
Abhorred bloudſhed, and tumultuous ſtrife, 
Vnmanly murder, and vnthritry ſcath, 
Bitter deſp:ght, with rancours ruſty knife, 
And fretung griefe the enemy of lite; 
All theſe, and many cuills moe h-unt ire, 
The fwelling Splcnegand Phrenzy raging rife, 
The ſhaking Pallſey, and Saint Fraunces fire: | 
Such one was Wrath, the laſt of this vugodly tire. 


And after all, vpon the Net beame 

Rode Satan, with a ſmarting whip in hand, 

With which he forward laſht the lazie teame, 

So oft as S'oth ſtill 1n the mire did ſtand. 

Huge routs of people did about them band, 

Shownng for ioy, and ſtill before their way 

A foggy miſt had covered all the land; 

And vnderneath their feer, all ſcatteredlay 
Dead ſculs & bones of men, whoſelife had gone aſtray. 
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So forth they marchen in tis goodly ſort, 

To take the ſolace of the open aire, 

And infrcſh flowring fields themſclues to ſport; 

Emongſt the reſt rode thatFulle Lady fare, 

The foule Dueſſa, next vnto the chaire 

Ofproud Lucifera, as one of the traine : 

But that good Knight would not ſo mzgh repaire, 

Him ſelfe eſtranging from their ioyaunce vaihe, 
Whoſefellowſhip ſeen'd far vnfitfor watlike lwaine. 


3 
So haning ſolaced thernſclaes a ſpace, 
With pleaſaunce of the brgathing fields yfed, 
They backe returned to the Princely Place ; 
Whereas an errant Knightin armes ycled, 
And heathniſh ſhield, wherein with lettersred, 
Was writ Sans ioy, they new arrived find : 
Enflam'd with fury and fierce hardy-head, 
He ſeem'd in hart to harbour thoughts vnkind, 
And nouriſh bloudy vengeance in his buter mind. 


Who when theſhamed ſhiel] offlaine Sans foy 
He ſpide with thatſame Faery champions Page, 
Bewraying him, that did of late deſtroy 
His eldeſt brother, burning all withrage 
He to him leapr, and thatſame envious gage 
Ot Victors glory from him ſaatcht away : 
But th'Elfin Kmzght, which ought that warlike wage, 
Diſdaind tolole the meed hee wonne in fray, 
And him re'ncountring fierce, reskewd the noble pray. 


40 
There-with they gan to hurlen greedily, 
Redoubred battuile ready to darraine, 
And caſh their ſhields, and ſhake their ſwords on hie, 
Thatwith their ſturre they troubled all the traine ; 
Till that great Quecne vpon eternallpaine 
Or high Tooleature, that enſewen might, 
Commaunded them their furie to relbaine, 
And if that either to that ſhield had right, 
In cquall hits they ſhould the morrow next it fight. 


I 
Ah deareſt Dame (quoth han the Paynim bold) 
Pardon the errour of enraged wight, 
Whom aq) cry mad eps the raines to hold 
Of reaſons rule, toſee this recreant Knight, 
No knight, burttreachour full of falſe deſpighr 
And ſhamefull treaſon, who through nike hath Naine 
The proweſt knight that euer field did fight, 
Euen ſtout Sans By (O! whocanthen Rane ?) 
Whole ſhield he bears re'nverſt, the more to heap diſdaine. 


2 
And, to augment the fade of his ouile, 

His deareſt loue the faire Fideſſsloe 

Is therepoſlefled of the traytour vile; 

Who reapes the harueſt ſowen by his foe, 

Sowen in bloudy field, and bought with woe : 

That brothers hand ſhall dearly well requight, 

So be, 6 Queene, you equall fauour ſhowe. 
_ Himlittle anſwerd th'angry Elfin knight ; | 
He neuer meant with words, butſ{words, to plead his right: 


| 4 
But threw his gauntlet, as a [acted pledge 

His cauſe in combat the next day to try : 

So been they parted both, with hearts on edge, 

To beaveng'deach on his enemy. 

That might they paſſe 1n ioy and1ollity, 

Feaſting and courting both in bowre and hall; 

For Steward was excefſiue Gluttony, 

That of has plenty poured forth to all; — 
Which doen, the Chamberlain Sloth did to reſt them _ 

ow 
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Now, when as darkſome night had all diſplaid 
Her coale black curtaine ouer brighteſt sky, 
The warlike youths on daintie couches laid, 
Did chace away ſweet ſleep from fluggith eye, 
To muſe on meanes of hoped vidtory. 
But when as Morpheus had with leaden maſe 
Arreſted all that courtly company, 
Vp-role Dueſſa from herreſting place, 

And to the Paynims lodging comes with filent paſe. 


45 
Whom broade awake ſhe finds, in troublous fir, 
| Forecaſting how has foe he might annoy, 
And him amoues with ſpeeches ſeeming fit : 
Ah deare Sans ioy, next deareſt to Sans foy, 
Cauſe of jy new griefe, cauſe ofmy new ioy, 
Toyous, to ſee his 1mage in mineeye, 
And griev'd, to think how foe did him deſtroy, 
That was the flowre of grace and cheualric 
Lo, his Fideſſa, to thy ſecret faith I flic. 
6 
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With gentle words he can her fairely greer, 

And bad ſay onthe ſecret of her harr. 

Then fighing loft, I learne thatlittle ſweet 

Oft tempred is (quoth ſhe) with muchell ſmart? 

For, ſince my breſt was launc'twith louely dart 

Of deare Sans foy, I neuer10yed howre, 

But in eternall woes my weaker hart 

Haue waſted, louing him with all my powre, 
And for his ſake haue telt full many an heauic ftowres 


47 
Atlaſt, when perils all I weened paſt, 
And hop't-toreapethe crop of all my care, 
Into.new woes ynweeting I was caſt, 
By this falſe faytor, who vaworthy ware 
His worthy ſhueld, whom he with guilefull ſnare 
Entrapped ſlew, and broughtto ſhamcfull graue. 
Me filly maidaway with him he bare, 
Andeuer ſince hath kept in darkſome caue, 
For that would.not yeeld, that to Sans foy I gaue. 


.4 
But ſince faire ſunne hath {perſt that lowring clowde, 


And to my loathed litenow ſhewes lome light, 
Vader your beames I will me ately ſhrowde, 
From dreaded ftorme ot his dildaintull (pight : 
To youth'inheritance belongs by right 

Ot brothers praiſe, to you cke longs lis loue, 
Ler not his loue, letnot hisreitleile {pright 
Bevnreueng'd, that calls to you aboue 


Fro wandring Sty9an ſhores, where it doth endlefle morig, 


49 
Thereto ſaid he, faire Dame be nought diſmaid 


For ſorrowes paſt; their griefe is with them gone: 

Ne yet of preſent penill be aftraid ; 

For, needÞ-ſſ: feare did neuer vantage none, 

And helpleſle hap it booteth not to mone. 

Dead 1s Sans foy, his vitall paines are paſt, 

Though grieued ghoſt for vengeance deep doe grone; 
He lines ow ſhall him pay his duties laſt, 


And guilty Elfin bloud ſhall ſacrifice in haſt. 
FO 
O ! but I feare the fickle freakes (quoth ſhe) 


Of Fortune falſe, and oddes of armes in field. 
Why Dame (quoth he) what oddes can eucr be, 
Where both doe fighralike, to win, or yield ? 
Yea, but (quoth ſhe) he beares a charmed ſhield, 
And eke enchaunted armes, that none canpierce, 
Ne none can wound the man that does them wield. 
Charmd or enchaunted (an{werd he then fierce) 


I nowhitreck, ne you the like need to reherſe. 
Fl 
But faire Fideſſa, ſithence Fortunes owle, 


Or enemies powre hath now captiued you, 
Returnefrom whence ye came, and reſt awhile 
Till morrow next, that I the Elfe ſubdue, 

And with Sansfoyesdead dowry youcndue, 

Ay me, that 1s a double death ( the ſud) 

With proude foes fight my ſorrow torenue : 
Where cuer yet I be, my ſecret ude 


Shall followe you. So paſſing forth, ſhee him obaide. 


__ 
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The faithfull knight in equall field 
ſubdues his faithleſſe foe : 
Whom falſe Dueſſa ſaues, aud for 
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He noble hart, that harbours yertuous thought, Arlaſt, forth comes that farre renowmed Queene, 
»F Andis with child of glorious greatintent, With royall pomp and Princely maieſtic; 
Z©2? Cn ncuerreſt, vntillitforth have brought Shee 1s ybrought vnto a paied Greene, 


EZ Theternall broode of elory excellent: Andplaced vnder ſt:tely Canapee, 
Such reſtlefle paſſion did all night rorment The warlike featcs of both thoſe knights to ſee 
The flanung courage of that Facry Knight, On th'other ſide, in all mens open view 
Deuiſing, how thar doughty turnament Dweſſa placed is, and on a tree 
With greatcſt honour he atchicuen might; Sans foy vs ſhield is hangd with bloody hew : 
Still 41d he wake, and ſtill did watch for dawming light. Both thole the lawrell oirlonds to the yidor dew. 
2 6 
Atlaſt, the golden Orientall gate A ſhrilling trumpet ſounded from on hie, 
Of greateſt heauen gan to openfure, | And ynto barttaile bad themſelues addreſle : 
And Phebwsfreth, as bridegrometo his mare, Their ſhining ſhields about their wriſts they tie, 
Came dauncing forth, ſhaking his deawie haire : And burning blades about the.r heads doe bleſle, 
And hurles his gliſtring beames through gloomy are. Theinſtruments of wrath and heauineſſe: 
Which whcnthe wakefull Elfe perceiu'd, ftrai oht way With greedy force each other doth aſſaile, 
He ſtarted vp, and did himſelfeprepare, And ſtrike lo fiercely, that they doe imprefle 
In ſun bright armes, and batrailous array : Deepe dinted furrowes in the fared male; 
For with that Pagan proude he combat will that day. The iron walls to ward their blowes arc weake and fraile. 
| 7 
And forth he comes into & common hall, The Sarazin was ſtout, and wondrous ſtrong, 
Where earcly waite him many a gazing eye, And heaped blowes like iron hammers great: 
To weet what end to ſtranger Knights may fall. For, after bloud and vengeance he did long. 
There many Minſtrales maken melody, The knight was fierce, and tull of youthly heat: 
To drive away the dull melancholy, : And doubled ſtrokes,hke dreaded thunders threat : 
And many Bardes, thatto the trembling chord For, all for praiſe and honour he did fight. 
C:n tune their timely voices cunn ngly, Both ſtriken ſtrike, and beaten both doe bear, 
And many Chroniclers, that can record Thatfrom their ſhields forth flieth firic light, 
O14 loucs, and warres for Ladies doen by many aLord. And helmets hewen deepe, ſhew marks of cithers might. 
4 8 
Soone after comes the cruell Sarazin, So th'one for wrong, the other ſtriues for right : 
In wouen maile all armed wanly, - As when a Griffon, ſeized of his pray, 
And ſternly lookes athim, who not apin | A Dragon fierce encountreth in his flight, 
Does care for looke of liuing creatures eye. Through wideſt ayre making his ydle way, 
They bring them wines of Greece, and Araby, Thar would his rightful] rayinerend away : 
And dainty ſpices ferchtfrom furtheſt Ind, With hideous horrour both together _ 
To kindle heate of courageprivily : And ſouce ſo fore, thatthey the heauens aftray * 
And inthe wine a fol:mne oath they bind The wiſe Soothfayer,ſecing lo ſad fight, 
T*obſcruc the ſacred lawes of armes that are aflign'd. Thamazed vulgartells of wartes and mortall fight. 
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So th'one for wrong, the other ſtrives forright, 
Andeach to deadly ſhame would driue his foe : 
The cruell ſteele ſo greedily doth bite 
In tender fleſh, that ſtreames ofbloud downe flowe, 
With which the armes, that earſt ſo bright did ſhowe 
Into a pure vermullion now are dide : 
Greatruth in all the gazers harts did growe, 

Seeing the gorcd wounds to gapeſo wide, 

That ridhory they dare not wiſh to cither ſide. 

0 


I 
Atlaſt, the Paynim chaunſtto caſt his Joo 
His ſuddaine eye, flaming with wrathfull fire, 
Vpon his brothers ſhield, which hung thereby : 
Therewith redoubled was his raging re, 
And ſaid, Ah wretched ſonne of wofull fire, 
Dooftthou ſit wayling by blacke Stygianlake, 
Whil'ſt heere thy ſhield is hangd for vidtors hire, 
And ſluggiſh german dooſtthy forces ſlake, 
To after-{end his foe, that him may ouertake? 


It 
Goe caitiue Elfe, him quickly ouertake, 
 Andloonetedeemetrom his long wandring woe 3 
Goe guilty ghoſt, to him my meſſage make, 
ThatlT his eld haue quit from dyin foc. 
There-with vpon his creſt he ſtrooke him lo, 
That twice hce reeled, ready twice to fall; 
End of the doubtfull battell deemed tho 
The lookers on, and lowd to him gan call 
The falſe Du«ſſa, Thine the ſhield, and I,and all. - 


12 

Soone as the Faeric heard his Ladie ſpeake, 

Our of his ſwowning dreame he gan awake, 

And quickiupg fuith, that carſt was woxen weake, 

The creeping deadly cold away did ſhake : 

Tho moy'd with wrath, and ſhame, and Ladies fake, 

Of all atronce he caſt aveng'dto be, 

And with ſo'excecding furie athim ſtrake, 

That forced him to ſtoope vpon hus knee ; 
Had he not ſtooped fo, he ho dhaue cloucn bee. 


I 

And to him ſaid, Goe now ds Miſcreant, - 

Thy ſelfe thy mellagy doe to german dearez 

Alone he wandring thee too long doth want: 

Goe, {ay his foe thy ſhield with his doth beare. 

There-with his heauie hand he high gan reare, 

Him to haue llaine; whenloe, a darkſome clowde - 

Vpon him fell : he no where doth appeare, 

But vaniſhr is.* The Elfe him calls alowde, 
But anſwer none recciues : the darknes him does ſhrowde. 


I 

In haſte Dueſſa from her ho aroſe, 

And to him running ſaid, 6 proweſt knight, 

That euer Lady to her loue did choſe, 

Let now abate the terror of your might, 

And quenchthe flame of furious _ he, 

And bloody vengeance; lo, th'infernall powres 

Couering your foewith cloude of deadlynight, 

Haue borne him hence to Plutoes balefull bowres. 
The conqueſt yours, I yours, the ſhield, and glory yours. 


Andall the while Due 


« 


5 
Not all fo ſatisfide, with greedie eye 


He ſought all round abour, his thirſtie blade 
To bathe in bloud of faithleſle enemy 3 

Who all that while lay h:d in ſecret ſhade : 

He ſtands amazed, how he thence ſhould fade. 
Atlaſtthe trumpets, Triumph ſound on hie, 
And running Heralds humble homage made, 
Greeting him goodly with new victory, 


And to him brought the ſhield, the caute of enmitie. 
16 
Where-with he goeth to that { overugne Queene ; 


And falling her before on-lowely knee, 

To her makes preſent of his ſervice icene : 

Which ſhee accepts, with thanks, and goodly eree, 
Greatly advauncing his gay cheualree. 

So marcheth home, and by her takes the Knight, 
Whom all the people follow with greatglee, 


Shouring, and clapping all theirhands on hichr, 


Tharall the aire it fills, and flies to heauen bright. 


17 
Home is he brought, and laid in ſumptuous bed : 


Where many skilfuil leaches him abide, 
To faluc his hurts, tharyer ſtill freſhly bled. 
In wine and oyle they waſhen lus wounds wide, 
And ſoftly can embalme on euery fide. 
Andall the while, moſt heauenly melody 
About the bed {wceet mulicke did divide, 
Him to beguile of griefe and agony : 
7 wept full bitterly. 
18 


As when a wearie traueller that ſtraies 


By muddy ſhore of broad feuen-mouthed Nle, 
Vanweeting of the perillous wandripg waies, 
Doth meet a cruell craftie Crocodile, 

Which in falſe griefe hiding his harmefull guile, 
Doth weepe full fore, and ſheddeth tender teares : 
Thefooliſh man, that pitries all this while 

His mournefull plight, is ſwallowd vp vnwares, 


Forgetfull of his ownc, that mindes anothers cares. 


þ | 
So wept Dueſſa vntill ARS 4 


That ſhicung lamps in Toves high houſe were light :- 
Then forth the role, ne lenger would abide, 

But comes vnto the place, Sw th'Heathen knight 
In ſlumbring ſwoune nigh voyd of vitall ſpright, 
Ly coucr'd withinchaunted cloude all day : 

Whom when ſhe found, as ſhe him lefcin plight, 
To waile his woefull cafe ſhe would not ſtay, 


Bnt to the Eaſterne coaſt of heauen makes ſpeedy way- 
x 
Where griefly N:ght, with viſage deadly ſad, 


That Phebne cheerefull face durſt neuer view, 

AnJ inafoule black pitchie mantle clad, 

She'findes forth comming from her darkeſome mew, 
Where ſhe all day did hide her hated hew. 

Before the dore her iron charet ſtood, 

Already harneſled for iourney new; 

And coleblack ſtceds yborne of helliſh brood, 


That on their ruſtic bits did champ, as they were wood. 
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Who when ſhe ſaw Dueſſa ſunny bright, 
Adornd with goldand jewels ſhining cleare, 
Shee greatly grew amazedatthe fight, 
And th'vnacquainted light _ to feare : 
(For neuer did fuch brightneſle there appeare) 
And would haue back retired to her Caue, 
Vatill the witches ſpeech ſhe ganto heare, 
vg. 27et © thou eaded Dame, I craue 
Abide, till I haue toldthe meſſage which 1 haue. 
22 
Shee ſtaid, and foorth Dweſſa gan proceed, 
O thou moſt ancient Grandmother of all, 
More o1d then Toue, whom thou at firſt didſt breed, 
Or thatgreat houſe of Gods czleſtiall, 
Which waſt begot in Demogorgons hall, 
And ſaw'ſt the | a of the world vnmade, 
Why ſuffredſt thou thy Nephewes deare to fall 
With Elfin ſword, moſt ſhamefully betraide ? 
Lo,where the ſtout Saxs foy doth ſleepe in deadly ſhade. 


2 
And, him before, I ſaw with ITO eyes 

The bold Sans foy ſhrinke vnderneath his ſpeare; 

And now theprey of fowles in field he lyes, 

Nor waild of friends, norlaid on groning beare, 

That whilome was to mee too dearely deare. 

O! what of Gods then boots it to be borne, 

If old Aveuolesſonnes ſo euill heare ? 

Or who ſhalſnot great Nights drad children ſcorne, 
When two of three her Nephews are fo foule forlorne 2 


24 

Vp then, vp dreary Dame, of darkneſſe Queene, 
Goe gather vp the rel1ques of thy race, 
Or<elle goethem avenge, andlet be ſeene 
That dreaded Nightin brighteſt day hath place, 
And can the children offaire Light deface> 
Her feeling ſpeeches ſome compaſſion moued 
In heart, and changeiin that great mothers face : 
Yet pittie in her heart was neuer proued 

Till then: and euermore ſhe hated, neuer loued. 


25 

And ſaid, Deare daughter rightly may I rew 

The fall of famous children borne of mee, 

And good ſuccefles, whichtheir foes enſue : 

But I can turne the ſtreame of deſtinie, 

Or breake the chaine of ſtrong neceſlitie, 
Which faſt 15 tide to Townes eternall ſeate 2? 

The ſonnes of Day he fauoureth, I ſee, . 

And by my ruines thinks to make them great: 
To make one greatby others loſle, is bad exchear. 

6 
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Yet ſhall theynot eſcapeſo freely all; 
For ſome ſhall pay the price of others guilt: 
And he the man that made Sans foy to fall, 
Shall with his owne blood price thathe hath ſpile. 
But what art thou, thattell'ſt of Nephewes kilt? 
I that doe ſeemenotl, Dueſſa am, 
(Quoth ſhee) howeuernowin garments gilt, 
And gorgeous goldarraid I to thee came; 
Dueſſa I, the daughter of Deceit and Shame. 


27 
Then bowing downe her aged backe, ſhe kiſt 
The wicked witch, ſaying ; In that faire face, 
Thefalſereſemblance of Deceit, I wiſt, 
Did cloſely lurke; yet ſo true-ſeeming grace 
It carried, that I ſcarce in darkſomeplace 
Coulditdiſcerne, though I the mother be 
Of Falſhood, and root of Daeſſaes race. 
O welcome child, whom Ihauclong4 to ſec, 
And now haueſeenevnwares. Lo, now I go withthee. 
28 
Then to her iron wagon ſhe bertakes, 
And with her beares the foule welfauourd witch : 
Through mirkſome aire herready way ſhe makes. 
Her twyfold Teme ( of which, two blacke as pitch, 
And two were browne, yeteach to cach ynhlich) 
Did ſoftly ſwim away, ne euer ſtampe, 
Valeſle the chaunc't their ſtubborne mouths to twitch ; 
Then,foming tarre,their bridles they would champe, 
And trampling the fine element, would fiercely rampe. 


2 
So well they ſped, thatthey be come at length 
Vnto the place whereas the Paynim lay, 
Deuoid of outward fenſe, and natiue ſtrength, | 
Couerd with charmed cloude from view dey, 
And fight of men, fince his late luckleſle fray. 
His cruell wounds with cruddy bloud congealed, 
They binden vp ſo wiſely as they may, 
And handle ſoftly ,till they can be healed : 
Solay him in her charer, cloſe in night concealed. 


O 

Andall the while ſheeftood ypon the ground, 
The wakefull dogs did neuer ceaſe to bay, 
As'giuing warning of th'ynwonted ſound, 
With which her iron wheeles did them affray, 
And her darke grieſly-Jooke them much difinay ; 
The meſſenger of death, the ghaſtly Owle, 
With drearie ſhriekes did alſe her bewray ; 
And hungry Wolues continually did howle, 

Art her abhorred face; ſo filthy and ſo foule. 


I 

Thence turning backe1in bf-nce ſoft they ſtole, 

And brought the heauie corſe with eafic paſe 

To yawmng gulfe of deepe Avernus hole. 

By that ſame hole,an' entrance, darke and baſe 

With ſmoakeand ſulphure hiding all the place, 

Deſcends to hell: there creature neuer paſt, 

That backe returned without heauenly grace; 

But dreadfull Furies, which their chaines haue braft, 
And damned fprights ſentforth to make ill men agaſt. 


2 
By thatſame way the direfulldames doe driue 
Their mournefull charter, fild with ruſty blood, 
And downe to Plutoes houſe are come biliue : 
Which paſſing ry hee euery ſide them ſtood 
The trembling ghoſts with [ad amazed mood, ' 
Chattring therriron teeth, and ſtaring wide 
With ſtonie eyes; and all the helliſh brood 
Of fiends infernall flockron euery ſide, 


To gaze on earthly wight, thatwith the Night durft ride. 


They 
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They paſle the bitter ERR Acheron, 
Where many ſoules ſit wailing woctully, 
And come to fiery flood of Phlegeton, 
Whereas the damned ghoſts in torments fry, 


And with ſharpe ſhrilling ſhrieks doe bootlefle cry» 


Curſing high Toxe, the which them thither ſent. 

The houſe of endlefle paine is built thereby, 

In which, ten thouſand ſorts of puniſhment 
The curſed creatures doceternally torment. 


Before the threſhold, JreadFul Cerberus 
His three deformed heads'\did lay along, 
Curled with thouſand Adders venemous, 
And lilled forth his bloudie flaming tong : 
Atthem he ganto rearehis briſtles ſtrong, 
And felly gnarre, vntill daies enemy | 
Did him appeaſe; then downe his taile he hong, 

 Andſuffered them to paſſenquietly : 
For, ſhee in hell and heauen had power equally. 


There was 1Ixion turned on a wheele, 
For daring tempt the Queene of heauento fin; 
And Siſyphus an huge round ſtone did reele 
Againſtan hill, ne mightfrom labourlin; 
There thirſtie Tantalus hung by the chin; 
And Titywfeda vulture on his maw; 
Typhemsioynts were ſtretched onagin, 
Theſeus condemn'd to endlefleſloth by law, 
And fiftie fiſters water in leake veſlels draw. 


6 

They all,bcholding w_ wights inplace, 
Leave off their worke, vamindfull of their ſmart, 
To gaze on them ; who forth by them doe paſe, 
Till they be come vnto the furtheſt part : 
Where was a Caue ywrought by wondrous art, 
Deepe, darke, vneafic,dolefull, comfortlefle, 
In which ſad Ae/culepins farre apart 
Empniſond wasin chaines remedileſle, 

For that Hippolytus rent core hee did redreffe. 


l 37 

Hippolytws a iolly huntſman was, he 
Thatwontin charet chace the foaming Bores ' 
He all his Peeres in beauty did ſurpaſs, 
But Ladies loue, as lofle of time forbore : 
His wanton ſtepdame loued him the more, 
But when ſhe ſaw her offred ſweets refuſed, 
Her loue ſheeturn'd to hate, and him before 
His father fierce, of treaſon fulle accuſed, 


And with her icalous termes, his open cares abuſed, 


28 
Who,all in rage, hns Sea-god ſyre beſought 


Some curſed vengeance on his {onne to caſt : 


From ſurging gulftwo monſters ſtraight were brought, 


With dread whereof his chaſing ſteedes agaſt, 
Both charet ſwiftand huntſman overcaſt, 
His goodly corps onragged clifts yrent, 
Wangan ]nmbied and his members chafte 
Scattred on euery mountaine, as he went, 

That of Hippolitus was leftng maniment. 


His cruell ſtepdame ſeeing - was done, _ 
Her wicked dayes with wretched knife did end; 
In death ayowing th'innocence of herſonne. 
Which hearing has raſh Sire, began to rend 
His haire, and haſtie tongue, that did ofitnd : 
Tho gathering vp thereh1ques of his (mart 
By Dianes meanes, who was Hippolyts friend, 
Them brought to Aeſculape, that by his arr 

Did heale them all againe, and ioyned cucry parts 

40 ; 

Such wondrous ſcience in mans wit to raiSne 
When Joe aviz'd, that could the dead reviue, 
And fates expired could renue againe, 

Of cndlefſe life he mighthimnor depriuc, 

But vnto hell did thrul him downe aliue, 

With flaſhing thunderbolt ywounded fore: 

Where long remaining, he did alwaies ſtriue 

Himſelfe with ſalues to heath for to reſtore, 
Andſlake the heauenly fire, that raged euermore: 


I 
There auncient Nzgbt arri a did alight 
From her hugh wearie waine,and = armes 
To Aeſculapizs brought the wounded kmght : 
Whom hawnsg foftly diſarraid of armes, 
Tho gan to hum diſcouer all his harmes, 
Beſccching him with prayer, and with praiſe, 
If either ſalues, or oyles, or herbes, or charmes 
A fordone wight from dore of death mote raiſe, 
Hee would at herrequeſt prolong her nephewes daies. 


42 
Ah Dame (quoth hee) thou tempteſt mee in yaine, 

To dare the thing which daily yet Erue, 

And the old cauſe of my continued paine 

With like atternpt to like en4 to renue. 

Is not enough, thatthruſt from heauen due 

Heere endlefle penance for one fault I pay, 

But that redoubled crime with vengeance new 

Thou biddeſt meeto ceke> Can Night defray 
Thewrath of thundring Towe, thatrules both might & day? 


4 

Not ſo (quoth ſhee) bur fith -" heauens king 
From hope of heauen hath thee excluded quight, 
Why feareſt thou, that canſt nothopefor thing, 
And feareſt not, that more thee hurten might, 
Nowinthepowreof euerlaſting Night? 
Goe to then, © thou farre renowmed ſonne 
Of great Apollo, ſhew thy famous might 
In medicine, that elſe hath to thee wonne 

Great paines, & greater praiſe, both neuer to bedonne. 


Her words prevaild : And Hen the learnedleach 
His cunning hand gin to ifs wounds to lay, 
And all things elſe, the which-his art did teach 2 

* Which hauing ſeene, from thence aroſe away 
The mother of dread darkneſle, and ler ſtay 
Aveugles ſonne there in the Leaches cure, 

And backereturning tooke her wonted way, 
To runne hertimely race, whilſt Phebuspure 
In won —_ his WeariEyagon did recure, 
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45 
The falſe Dueſſs leauing noyous Night, 
Returnd to ſtately Palace of dame Pride ; 
Where when ſhe came, ſhe found the Faerie knight 
Departed thence, albe his woundez wide, 
Not throughly heald, vnreadie were to ride. 
Good cauſe he had to haſten thence away ; 
For on aday his wary Dwarfe had ſpide, 
Where in a dungeon deepe huge numbers lay 
O: caytiue wretched thrals, 0 wailed nightand day. 


4 

A rucfull fight, as could be ſeene witheye; 

Ofwhomhe learned had 1a ſecret wile 

The hidden caule of their capriuitie, | 

How mortgazing their liues to Couetiſe, 

Through w.ſtefull Pride, and watton Rioriſe, 

They were by law of that proude Tyrannefle 

Provoket with #rath, and Ervies falte furnuſe, 

Condemned to that Dungeon mercilelle, 
Wherethey ſhould liue in woe, and dic in wretchedneſle. 


47 

There was that great proude king of Babylon, 

That would compell all nations to adore 

And him as onely Godtocallvpon, 

Till through celeſtiall doome throwne out of dore, 

Into an Oxe he was transform'd of yore : 

There allo was king Creſws, that enhaunſt 

His heart too high through his greatriches ſtore; 

And proude Antiochus, the which advaunc'r 

His curled hand gainſt God, and on his altars daunc't, 


And them long time before, great Nimrod was, 
That firſt the world with ſword and fire warraid; 
And after him, old Njwsfurre did pals 
In princely pomp, ofall the world obaid ; 
T here allo was that mightie Monarch laid 
Lowe vnder all, yetabouecall inpride, 
That name of natiue fire d1d foule y; braid, 
And would as Amymons ſonne be magritide, 
Till ſcornd of God and mana ſhamefull death he dide. 


4 
All theſe together in one beipe were throwne, 
Like carkaſes of beaſts in butchers ſtall. 
And in another corner wide were ſtrowne 
The antiqueruines of the Romaines fall : 


Great Romulus the Grandfire of them all, 
Proude Targuin, and too lordly Lentulss, 
Stout Scipio, and ftubborne Hannibal, 
Ambitious Syllz, and ſterne Marius, 
High Ceſar, great Pompey, and fierce Antonius. 
«) 
Amongſt theſe mighty men,were wemen mixt, 
Proud wemen, vaine; forgetfull of their yoke : 
The bold Semiramis,whole fides transfixt 
With ſonnes owne blade, her foulereproches ſpoke; 
Faire Sthenobea, that her ſelfe did choke 
With wilfull cord, for wanting of her will; 
High minded Cleopatra, thatwith ſtroke 
Or Alpes ſting het lelfe did ſtoutly kill : 
An4 thouſands moe the like, that did that dungeon fall, 


FI 
Beſides the enllefſe routs of wretched thrilles, 
Which thither wereafſembled day by day, 
From all the world after their wolal alls, 
Through wickedpride, and waſted wealthes decay. 
But moſt of all, which in the Dungeon lay, 
Fell from high Princes courts, or Lilies bowres, 
Where they 1n idle pomp, or watiton play, 
Conſumed had their goods, and thri me howres, 
And laſtly throwne themſclues into theſe heany ſtowres. 


2 
Whoſe caſe when as the carcfall Dwarfe had told, 
And made enſample of their mournefull ſight 
Vnto his Maiſter, he no lenger would 
There dwellin perill of like paincfull plighe, 
Bur carly roſe, and ere that dawning light 
Diſcouered had the world to heauen wide, 
He by a priuie Poſterne rooke his gn, 
Thar of no envious eyes he mote be ſpide : 
For,doubtleſle death cntewd,if any him deſcride. 


5 

Scarce could he footing fndijn that foulle way, 
For many corſes, like agreat Lay-ſtall 
Of murdred men which therein ſtrowed lay, 
Withourtremorſe, or decent funerall : : 
Which all through thatgreat Princeſle pride did fall 
And came to ſhamefull end. And them befide 
Forth riding vnderneath the caftell wall, 
A dunghull of dead carkaſes he ſpide, 

The dreadfull ſpeQtacle of that fad houſe of Pride. 
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Canto VI. [ 
From lawleſſe luſt by wondrous grace | 
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C..; 5 
S when a ſhip, that flies faire vnderfaile, So when heeſaw his flattring artsto faile, 
Anhiddenrocke eſcaped hathvnwares, And ſubtile engines bet from batrerie, 
Thatlay in waite her wrack for to bewaile, = With greedy force he gan the forr aflaile, 
WIN 7 The Mariner yet halfe amazed ftxres Whereof hee weend poflefled foone to-bee, 
L/E/RED SD At perill paſt, and yet itdoutne dares And with rich ſpoile of ranſacktchaſtitie. 
EOYTEHET Toioy at his foole-happy overſight : Ah heauens ! thatdoe this hideous att behold. 
So doubly is diſtreſt twixtioy and cares And heauenlyvirgin thus outraged lee, 
The dreadlefle courage of this Elfin knight, How can ye vengeance juſt fo long with-hold, 
Hauing eſcap't fo ſad enſarmples in his fight. And hurlenot flaſhing flames vponthar Paynim bold 2 
2 6 
Yet ſ1d hee was that his too haſty ſpeed, The pittious maiden, carefull, comfortleſle,. 
Thefaire Dueſs had forc'thimleaue behind ; Does throw out thnilling ſhrickes, & ſhrieking cryes, 
| And yetmoreſad, that Y na his dearedreed Thelaſt vaine help of womens great diſtrelle, 
Her truth had ſtaind with txeaſon fo vnkind; And with loud plaints importuneth the skyes, 
Yetcrime in her coul4 neuer creature find, That molten ſtarres doe drop like weeping eyes ; 
But for his loue, and for her.owne lelfe fake, And Phebus fiying ſo moſt ſhameful tight, 
She wandredhadfrom oncto other Ind, His bluſhing face in foggy cloud implyes, 
| Him for to ſecke, ne cuer would forlake, And hides forſhame. What wit of mortall wight 
| Till her vnwares the fierce Sans loy did overtake, Can now dcuile to quit a thrall from ſuch a plight? 
| | 4 
Who, after Archimagoes foule defeat, Eternall providence, exceeding thought, 
Led her away into #forreſt wilde, Where none appeares can make herſelfe a way: 
| And turning wrathfull fire to luſtfull heat, A wondrous way it for this Lady wrought, 
: With beaſtly fin thought her to haue defilde, From Lyons clawes to pluck the griped pray. | 
| And made x i vaſlall of his pleaſures vild. Her ſhrill out-cryes and ſhriekesfoloud did bray, 
Yet firſt hee caſt by treatie, and by traines, Thar all the woods and forrefts did refourd ; 
| Her to per{wade, that ſtubborne fortto yicld : A troupe of Faunes and Satyres far away 
| For, greater conqueſt of hard loue he gaines, Within the wood were dauncing inaround, 
| That works it to his will, then he thatit conſtraines. Whiles old Sy[vanusflepr in ſhady arbour ſound: 
8 
| With fawning words hee ——_ her awhile, Who, when they heard thatpitrious ſtrained voice, 
[> And looking louely, and oftfighing ſore, In hiſte forlooke their rurall merzment, 
Her conſtant hart did tempt with divers guile : Andrantowards the far rebounded noile, 
But words, and lookes, and fighes ſedi abhore, To weet what wightſo loudly did lament. 
; As rock of Diamond, ſtedfaſt euermore. Vnto the place they comeincontinent : 
£ Yetfor to feed his firie luſtfull eye, Whom when the raging Sarazin eſpide, 
4 Heſnatchtthe veile, that hung her face before; A rude, misſhapen, monſtrousrablement, 
: Then gan her beauty ſhine, as brighteſt sky, Whole like he never ſiw, he durſt not bide, 
And burnt his beaſtly hart t'efforce her chaſtitie. But got hisready ſteed, and faft away gan ride. _ 
| C 2. Ae 
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The wilde Wood-gods A in theplace, 
There find the virgin dolefull deſolate, 
With ruffled rayments, and faire blubbred face, 
As her outragjous foc had left her late, 
And trembling yertthrough feare of former hate ; 
Allftand amazed at ſovncouth ſight, 
And ginto pitty her vahappy ſtare, 
All ſtand aſtonied ather beauty bright, 
Ir: their rude eyes voworthy of ſo wofall plight. 
Io 
She moreamarz'd in double dread doth dwell; 
And cuery tender part for feare does ſhake : 
As when a greedy Wolfe through hunger fell 
Afill Lamb farre from the flock does take, 
Of whom hee meanes his bloudiefeaſt to make, 
A Lyonſpyes faſtrunning rowards him, 
The innocent prey in haſte hee does forſake, 
Which quit from death, yer quakes in euery im 
With change of feare, to {ee the Lyon looke ſo grit: 


II 
Such fearefull fir afſaid her trembling hart, 
Ne word to ſpeake, ne loan to moue ſhe had: 
Theſalyage nation feele her ſecret ſmart, 
And read her ſorrow in her count'nance ſad; 
Theirfrownng forheads withrough hornes yclad, 
And ruſtick horrour all afide doe lay, 
Andgently ercnning, ſhew a ſemblance glad 
To comforther, and feare to put away, 


Their backward bent Enees teach, her humbly to obay. 


I2 
The doubtfull Damzell dare not yet commit 
Her ſingleperſon to their barbarous truth; 
But ſtill through feare and hope amaz'd does fit, 
Late learnd what harme to haſtic truſt enſu'th: 
They, in compaſſion of her refider youth, 
And wonder of her beautie ſoucraine, 
Are wonne with pitty and vnwonted ruth, 
And all proſtrate vpon the lawely Plaine, 
Do kiſle her feet,8& fawne on her with count'nance faine. 


3 
Their hearts ſhee gheſſerh by their humble guiſe, 
And vields her to extremutie of time ; 
So, from the ground ſheefeareleſfle doth ariſe, 
And walketh forth without ſulpetof crime: 
They all, as gladas birds of ioyous Prime, 
Thencelead her forth, about her dauncing round, 
Shournne, and ſinging alla Shepheards rime, 
And with grcene branches ſtrowing all the ground, 
Doe worſhip her, as Queene, with Oliue girlond crownd. 
I4 
And all the way their merry 7 they ſound, 
That all the woods with double Eccho ring, 
And with their horned feet doeweare the ground, 
Leaping like wanton kids in pleaſant Spring. 
So towards old Sy!vanus they her bring ; 
Who, with the noiſe awaked, commerh our, 
To weetthe cauſe, his weake ſteps gouerning, 
Andagedlimbs on Cypreſle ſtadle tout, 
And with an Ivie twinelus waſteis girt abaur. 


rs: 
Farre off hee wonders, what them makes ſo glad, 
Of Bacchus merry fruit they did inyent, 
Or Cybels rr rites haue madethem mad; 
They drawing nigh, vnto their God preſent 
That flowre of faith and beautie excellent. 
The God himſelfe,viewing that mirrour rare, 
Stood long amaz'd, and burnt in his intent; 
His owne taire Driope now he thinks not faire, 
And Pholoe foule, when her to this he doth Compare. 
16 | 
The wood-borne peoplefall before her flat, 
And worſhip her as Goddefle of the wood; 
Andold Syivanus(clte bethinks not, what 
To thinke of wight (o faire, but g1zing {taod, 
In doubtto deemeher borne of earthly brood; 
Sometimes Dame Yenxs ſelfe heſeemes to ſee: 
But Yenzus neuer had ſo ſober mood; 
Sometimes Diana he hertakes to bee, 
But muſſeth bowe, and ſhafts, and buskins to her knee. 


17 
By view of her hee ginnethto reviue 
His ancient loue, and deareſt Cypariſſe, 
And callsto mind his pourtraiture altue, 
How faire he was, and yetnot faireto this, 
And howhee ſlew with glauncing dartamuls 
A gentle Hind, the which the louely bo y 
Did loue as life, aboue all worldly bliſs; 
For gricte whereof the lad n'ould after 10Y, 
Bur pynd awayin anguiſh and ſelf-will'd annoy. 
18 


| The wooddy Nymphes, faire Hamadryades, 


Herto behold doe thither runne apace, 
And all thetroupe of hght-foote Ngiades 
Flock all about to ſee herlouely face : 
But when they viewed haue herheauenly grace, 
They envieherin their malicious mind, 
And flie away for feare of fonle diſgrace : 
But all the Satyresſcorne their wooddy kind, 
And henceforth nothing faire, but her on earth they find. 


I 
Glad of ſuch luck, rhe Juckleſſe lucky maid, 
Did her contentto pleaſe their {cle eycs, 
And long time with that falyage people ſtaid, 
To gather breath 1n many mats. 
During which time, her gentle wit ſhe plies | 
Toteach themtruth, which worſhiprher in yaine, 
And madeher th'Image of Idolatries; 
But when their bootleſfe zeale ſhe did reſtraine 
From her owne worſhip, they her Afſe wold worſhip faines 
e) 


2 
It fortuncd anoble warlike Knighr 
By iuſt occafion to that forreſt came, 
To leeke his kindred, and the linage right, 
From whence he tooke his well deſerued name; 
He had in armes abroad wonne muchell Fame, . 
And fild farre lands with glorie ofhis might, 
Plaine, faithfull, true, and enemy of ſhame, 
And euerlov'd to fight for Ladies rights | = 
But in yaine glorious fraves he little did delight. * 4 
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A Satyres ſonne, yborne in forreſt wilde, 
By ſtrange adventure as1t did betide, 
And there begotten of a Lady milde, 
Faire Thyame, the vonyecs of Labryde, 
That was in ſacred bands of wedlock tide 
To Therion, a looſe voruly fwaine ; 
Who had more ioy to range the forreſt wide, 
And chaſe the falvage beaſt with buſie paine, 


| Then ſerue tus Ladies loue, and waſte in pleaſures Vaine: 


22 

The forlorne maid did with loues longing burne, 
And could not lacke her louers company 
But to the wood ſhe goes, to ſerue her turne, 
And ſecke her ſpoule, that from her ſtill docs fie, 
And followes other game and venery : 
A Satyre chaunc'ther wandring for to finde, 
And kindling coales of luſtin brutiſh eye, 
Theloyal! inks of wedlock did vnbunde, 

And made herperſon thrallvnto his beaſtly kinde. 


So long in ſecretcabin there kicheld 
Her captiue to his ſenſuall defire, 
Till thatwith timely fruite her belly ſweld, 
And borea boy vnto that ſaluage fire: 
Then home he ſuffred her for to retire, 
For raunſome leauing him the late borne childe z 
VVhom till to riperyeeres he gan aſpire, 
He nourſled vp inlife and manners wilde, 


Emongſt wilde beaſts & woods, from lawes of men cxilde. 
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For,all he taughtthe tender Imp, was but 
To baniſh cowardize and baſtard feare; | 
His trembling hand he would him force to put 
Vpon the Lyon, and the rugged Beare, 
And from x 6 ſhe Beares teats her whelps to teaze z 
And cke wilde roring Bulls hee would him make 
To tame, and ride their backs notmade to beare 3 
And the Robucks in flight to overtake, 

That cuery beaſt for fearc of him did flic and quake. 


bY, 

Thereby ſo feareleſle, and fo fell he grew, © 
That his owne fire and maiſter of his guiſe, 
Did often tremble at his horrid view, 

| And oftfor dread of hurt would him aduiſe, 

The angry beaſts notraſhly to deſpiſe, 
Nor too much to provoke ; for he would learne 
The Lyon ſtoupe to him in lowely wiſe, 
(Aleſlon hard) and make the Libbard ſtearne 

Leaucroaring, wheninrage he for revenge did yearne. 
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And for to make his powre approued more, 

VVilde beaſts in iron yokes he would compel; 
The ſpotted Panther, and the tusked Bore, 
The Pardale ſwift, and the Tigre cruel ; 
The Antclope, and Wolfe, both fierce and fell; 
And them conſtraine in equall teame to draw. 
Such ioy he had, their ſtubborne hartsto quell, 
And ſturdie courage tame with dreadfull awe, 

Thathus beheaſt they feared, as proud tyrants Jawe. 


27 
His o_ mother came ypon a day 
Vnto the woods, to {ce herlittle ſonne ; 
And chaunc'tvnwares to meet him in the way, 
After his ſports, and cruell paſtime done, 
When after him aLyonefle did runne, 
That roaring all with rage, did loude requere 
Her children deare, whom he away had vvonne : 
The Lyon vvhelps ſhe ſaw hovy he did beare, 
And lullin rugged armes, withourten childiſh feare. 
| 8 


2 
The fearefull Dame all quaked ar the ſight, 
And turning back, gan faſtto flic away, 
Vanll with loue revok't from vaine aiohr 
She hardly yet perſwaded was to ſtay, 4s 
And then to him thelewomaniſh words ganſay; 
Ah Satyrane, my dearling, and my ioy, 
Forloue of meeleaue oft this dreadfull play; 
To dally thus vvith death, is no fit toy, 
Goc find ſome other play-fellowes, mine own fiveet boy. 


2 
Intheſe, and like delights of Lloud game 
He trained nes riper yeeres ke raught ; 
And there abode, whilſt any beaſt of name 
Walktinthatforeſt, whom he had nottaught 
To fearehis force: and then his courage haught 
Defir'd of forraine foemen to be knowne, 
And farre abroad for ſtrange adyentures ſought : 
In which his might was neuer overthrowne, 
But through all Facry lond his famous worth was blowfte. 
© 
Yetcucrmoreit was his a fare, 
After long labours and adventures ſpent, 
Vnto thole natiue vyoods for to repaire, 
To ſee his Sire and ofgpring auncienr. 
And now he thither came tor like intent; 
Where he vnwares the faireſt 7na found, 
Strange Lady, in fo ſtrange habilimenr, 
Teaching the Satyres, which her ſat around, 
True ſacred lore, which from her feet hips did redound; 
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He wondred at her WOT. $heauenly rare, 
VVhoſelike in womens wit he neuer knew ; 
And when her curteous deeds he did compare, 
Gan her admire, and herſad ſorrowes rew, 
Blaming of Fortune, which ſuch troubles threw, 
And ioyd to make proofe of her crueltie 
On gentle Dame, ſo hurtlefle, and fo true : 
Thenceforth he kept her goodly company, 

And learnd her diſcipline of faith and yeritie. 


| 35 
But ſhee, all yow'dvnto the Redcroſſe Knight, 

His wandring perill cloſely did lament, 
Nein this new acquantance could delight, 
But her dearc heart with anguiſh did torment, 
And all herwait in ſecret counſels ſpent, 
How to eſcape. Atlaſt, in priuie wiſe 
To Satyrane ſhee ſhevved her intent ; 
VVho gladto gaine ſuch fau9ur, gan deuiſe, 

How with thatpenſiue Maid he beſt might thence ariſe. 
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-0, onadazy, when Satyres i were gone | 
To doe their feruice to Sylvanus old, | 
The gentle virgin (teftbehind alone) © 
He led away with courage ftout and bold. | 
Too late itwas to Satyresto be told, © * © 
Or euer hoperecouerheragame*: © © 
1a vaine heleekes, that hauing cannothold: 
*ofaſthe carried her with carcfull paine,” © ': 
Th.t they the woods are paſt, and cone nowtothe Plaine. 


Thebetter partnow of he (wofing days” © . 
They trauaild had, when as they far eſpide *©; - 
A weary wight torwandring by the way, _ | 
And towards him they ganin fate toride,. 
To weet of newes, that did abroad beride, 
Or tydings of her knight of the Redcroſſe.  - 
But hee them ſpying, gan to turne aſide, © - - 
For feare, as ſeem'd, or for ſome feignedlofle; 
More grecdy they of newes, faſt towards hum do croſle: 


5 
A fly many, in fimple webdhs forworne, 

And ſoild with duſt of the long dried way 3 _ 
His ſandales werewaith toile{ome trauc!ltorne, 
And face all tand with ſcorching ſunny ray, 
As he had trauaild many afommers day, -* 
Through boyling ſands of Araby and Ind; 
And'iin his hand a Tacobs {taffe, to ſta Ee 
His wearie h1mbes vpon: and eke bekind; RE” 


His ſcrip did hang, in which his needments he did bind. 
. | 6 


The Knight a proching leh; ofhim inquerd ' | 
Tydings of warre, and of adventures new; _ 
But warres, nornew adyentures none he herd. 
Then Ynagan to aske,if ought he knew, 
Orheard abroad ofthather championtrue, * 
Thatin his armour bare a croſlet red. 
Aye mee, deare Dame (quoth hee) well may Irue 
To tell the ſad fight, which mine eyes haue read : 
Theſe eyes did ſee that Knight both huing and eke dead. 


7 
That cruell word her hal hart ſo thrild, 
That {uddaine cold did runne through euery vaine, 
And ſtony horrour all her ſenſes fild | 
With dying fit, that downeſhefell for pane. 
Theknighther lightly reared vp againe, 
And comforted with curteous kindreliefe : 
Then wonne from death, ſhee bade him rellen plaine 
The further proceſle of her hidden griefe ; 
The leſſer pangs can beare,who hath endur'd the chiefe. 
$ 


Then gan the Pilgrim ON I chavnc't this day, 
This fatall day, that fhall I ener rew, f 
Toſeetwo Knights in trauelFen my way 
(A ory fight) arrang'd in battell new, 
Both breathing vengeance, both of wrathfull hew : 
My fearefull fleſh did tremble artheir ſtrife, 
To fee their blades fo greedily imbrew, 


That drunk with bloud, yerthirfted after life: (knife. 


What more? the Redcrofſe knight was ſlaine with Paynira Then back to fight againe, new breathedand entire, 


Ah deareit Lord (quoth ſhee) how might that bee, 


And he the ftoureſt Knighr that ever wonne ? 
Ah Jdearcit Name (quoth he) how might ſee - 
The thing that mightnot be, and Yer was donae?, _ 
Whereis (fitid Satyrane) that Paynims ſonhe,” 
That him of life; and v$ oftoy hath refrz | © - * 
Not farre'2way (quoth heeYheehence doth wonne' 
Forebyz fountame, where tate him left © © "'(cleff. 
Waſhing his bloudy-wounds, thar through the ſtecle wer 
ER RE 
There-witkthe Knight OBex PEN PE forth in haſt; 
Whales Ynawith buge heauinefle oppreſt, 
Could notforforrow follow him fo taſt; 
And ſoothe Hecaine, as he theplacehad ghelt,” | * 
Whereas that =, ny eee himſelfe did reſt, 
In ſecret ſhadow by a fountaine fide : 
Euen heeit was, that earſt would haue ſuppreſt 
Faire Yna : whom when Satyraneclpide, 
With foule reprochefull words he boldly him defide. 


ke treaſon now maintaine 


| 7 Þs 
And drawing nigh him, ſaid, Ah misborneElfe, 

In euill hourethy foes thee hither fent, 

Anothers wrongs to wreake ypon thy ſelfe : 

Yetill thou blameſt mee; For hatin blent 

My name with guile and traiterous intent; 

That Redcroſſe Knight, perdie, I neuer flew : 

But had he beene, where earſt his armes were lent, 

Th'enchauntervaine his errour ſhould not rue : 
But thou his errour ſhalt, I hope,nowprouentrue. - 


| 4 

There-with they gan, both Kirious and fell, 

To thunder blowes, and fiercely to aſfaile 

Each other bent his enemy to quell, 

That withtheir force they pearc't both plate and maile;, 

And made widefurrowes in their fleſhes fraile, 

Thatit would pitty anyliuing eye. 

Large floods of bloud adownetheirfides d1draile 

But floods of bloud could not them ſatisfie : ; 
Both hungred after death : both choſe to win, or die. 


44 
So long they fight, and fell revenge purſue, 
That fainting each, themſclues ro breathenletr, 
And oft refreſhed, battell oft renue : 
As when two Bores with rankling malice met, 
Their gory fides freſh bleeding fiercely frer, 
T1l! breathleſſe both themſelues afide retire, 
Where foaming wrath, their cruell tusks they wher, 


And trample th'earth, the whiles they may reſpire; 


So 


- 
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| 45 47 
| So fiercely, when theſe Knightshad breathed once, O fooliſh faeries fonne, whar furie mad 
| "They gan to f:ghr returne, increaſingmore Hath thee incenſt, to haſte thy doletull fate ? 
Their puiflanttorce,and cruellra pe artonce,  Wereitnot better I that Lady had, 
| With heaped ſtrokes, more hugely then before, Thenthat thou hadſt repented it too late ? 
That with their drerie wounds:and bloudy gore Moſt fenſelefle man he, that himſelfe doth hate, 
They both deformed, ſcarcely could be knowne. To loue another. Lo then, for thine aid, 

By this, ſad Ynafraught with anguiſh ſore, Heere take thy louers token on thy pate. 


Led with ther noiſe, which throgh the aire was throwne, = So they two fight; the whiles theroyall Maid 
Arriu'd,wherthcy in earth their fruitlefle bloud had ſowne. Fled farre away, of that proude Paynim ſore attraid. 
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| . 46 4 . 
Whom all ſo ſoone.as thatproude Sarazin But that falſe Pilgrim, which that leafing told, 
| Eſpide, he gan reuiue the memory Beeing indeed old Archimagze, did ftay 
| Of his lewd luſts, and late attempred fin, In ſecret ſhadow, all this to behold, 
| And left the doubtfull battell haftaly, And much retoyced in their bloudy fray: 
| To catch hcr, newly oftred to his eye: : Bur when he ſaw the Damfell pafſe away, 
But Satyrane withitrokes him turning, ſtaid, He left his ſtond, and her purlewd apace, 
| | And ſternelybadehimother buſinesply, In _ to bring her to her laſt decay. 
0 Then hunt the ſteps _—_ vnſpotted Maid : But, for to tell her lamentable caſe, 
| Where-with he all enrag'd, 


theſe bitter ſpeeches ſaid. Andeke this battels end, will need another place. 
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S23=” Hat man ſo wiſe, what carthly wit ſo ware, Hee feedes vpon the TIE. ſhade, and bayes 
| IE7; As to deſcry the crafty cunning traine, | His ſweatie forehead inthe breathing wind, 
SWAPE By which Deceit doth mask 1n vizour faire, Which throughthe trembling leaues full gently playes, 
A Q And caſt her colours dyed deep in graine, Whercia the cheerfull birds of ſundry kin 
To ſeemelike Truth, whoſe ſhape ſhe well can faine, Do chaunt ſweet muſick, to delight his mind : 
And fitting geſtures to herpurpoletrame, The'V Vitch approching gan him Fuirely greet, 
The guilt efſe man with guile to entertaine 2 ' And with reproche of carcleſneſle vnkind 
Great maiſtreſle of her art was that falſe Dame, - Vpbrayd, for leauing her in place vnmeer, (weer. 
The falſe Dweſſa, cloked with Fideſſaes name. With foule words temprivg fure, ſowre gall with home 
Fin | . 4. 
Who, when returning from the drery Night, Vnkindnefle paſt, they gan of folace treat, 
She found notin thatperilous houle of Pride, And bathein pleaſuunce of the toyous ſhade, 
Where ſhe had left the noble Redcroſſe knight, Which ſhielded them againſtthe boyling hear, 
Her hoped pray ; ſhe would no lenger bide, And with greene boughes decking a gloomy glade, 
But forth ſhee went, to ſeeke him far and wide. About the fountuinehke a girlond made; 
| Erelong ſhe found whereas he wearie fate, Whole bubbling,waue di4 eucr ircſhly well, 
| To reſthimſelfe, foreby a fountaine ſide, Ne euer would through fernentſommer fade : 
|. Difarmed all of iron-coated Plate, The ſacred Nymph, which therein wont to dwell, 
And by his fide his ſteed the graſlie forage ate. Was out of Dianesfauour, as it then befell. | 
| C 4 The 
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The cauſe was this : One _ when Phebe faire 
With all her band was following the chace, 
This Nymph, quite tyr'd with _ of ſcorching are, 
Satdowne to relt in middeſt of the race: 
The Goddeſle,wroth, gan foulic her diſgrace, 
And b.de thewaters, > 4 from her did flowe, 
Be {uch as ſhee herlclte was then in place. 
'Thenceforth her waters waxed dull and {lowe, 
And all that drunk thereof, did faintand feeble growe. 
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Heereof this gentle Knight vaweeting was, 
And lying downe vpon the ſandie graile, 
Drunke of the ſtreame, as cleare as cryſtall glaſs : 
Eftloones his manly forces gan tofaile, 
And mighty ſtrong vvas turn'd to feeble fraile. 
His changed powres at firſt themſeluesnot felt, 
Till crudled cold his courage gan aſlaile, 
And cheerefull bloud in faintneſle chill did melt, 
Which like a Feaver-fitthrough all his body ſwelt. 


7 
Yet goodly court he made ſtill to his Dame, 
Pour'd out in looſneſſe onthe graſlie ground, 
Both carelefſe of his health, and of his fame : 
Till at the laſt he heard a dreadfull ſound, 


Which through the wood loud bellowing did rebound, 


That all the earth for terrour ſeem'd to ſhake, 
And trees did tremble. Th'Elfe there-with aſtound, 
Vpſtarted lightly from his looſer make, 
And his vnready weapons ganin hand to take, 
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But ere he could his armour on him dight, 
Or get his ſhield, his monſtrous enem 
Wirh ſturdie ſteps came ſtalking in his fight, 
An hideous Giant, horrible and hie, 
That with his talneſſeſeem'd to threat the skie, 
The ground cke groned ynder him fordreed ; 
His huing like ſaw neuerliuing eye, 

. Nedurſt behold: his ſtature did exceed 

The hightof three theralleſt ſonnes of mortall ſeed. 


Thegreatcſt Earth his RT | mother was, 
And bluſtring Aeolss his boaſted fire, 
Who with his breath, which through the world doth 
Her hollow womb did ſecretly inſpire, (paſs, 
And fild her hidden caues with ſtormie ire, 
That ſhee conceiu'd ; and trebbling the duetime, 
In which the wombes of women doe expire, . 
Brought forth this monſtrous maſle of earthly ſlime, 
Puft yp with emptie wind, and fild with finfull crime. 


IO 
So, growen great through arrogant delight 
of th' high Ns hh he was yborne, 
And throughpreſumption of his matchlefle might, 
All other powres and knighthood he didſcorne. 
Such now he marcheth to this man forlorne, 
And leftto lofle : his ſtalking ſteps are ſtaide 
Vpon a {naggy Oake, which he had torne 
Out of his mothers bowels, and it made 
His mortall mace, where-with his focmen he dilinaide. 


<—— 
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That, when the Knighthe ſpide, he ganaduaunce 

With huge force and inſupportable maine, 

And rowards him with dreadfull fury praunce ; 

Who hapleſle, and cke hopeleſle, all in vaine 

Did to him paſe, {ad battaile to darraine, 

Difarm'd, diſgrac't, andinwardly dilmaide, 

And cke ſofaint ineuery ioynt and vaine, 

Through thar fraile fountazne, which him feeble made, 
Thar ſcarcely could he weeld his bootlele fingle blade. 


Iz 
The Giant ſtrooke ſo mainly mercileſle, 
T hat could haue oyerthrowne a ſtony towre; 
And were not heauenly grace, thathim did blefſe, 
He had been nodldreldl Ml, as thinas flowre : 
But hee was wary of that deadly ſtowre, - 
And lightly leapt from vnderneath the blowe: 
Yetſo exceeding was the villaines powre, 
That with the wind it did him overthrowe, 
Andall his ſenſes ſtound, that ſtill he lay full lowe. 


As when that diveliſh iron Piivin wrought 
In deepeſt Hell, and fram'{by Furies $kill, 
With windy Nitre and quick Sulphur fraught, 
Andramd with bulletround, ordaind to kill, 
Conceueth fire, the heayens itdoth fill 
With — noiſe,and all the aire doth choke, 
Thatnone canbreathe, nor ſee, norheare at will, 
Through {mouldry cloude of duskiſh ſtinking ſmoke, 
Thatth'onely breath him daunts,who hath eſcap't the 
WD, I4 (ſtroke. 
So daunted when the Giatit ſaw the Knight, 
His heauy hand he heaued yp on hie, 
And him to duſt thoughtto haue battred quite, 
Vatill Daeſſaloud to himgan cry; 
O great Orgoglio, greateſt ynder sky, 
O hold thy morrall hand for Ladics ſake, 
Hold for my ſake, and doe himnotto die; 
But,yanquiſht,thine eternall bondſlaue make, 
And meethy worthy mecd ynto thy Leman take, 


I 
He harkned, and did ſtay Kon further harmes, 
To gaine ſo goodly guerdon, as ſhee ſpake: 
So, willingly ſhe came into his armes, 
Who her as willingly to grace did take, 
And was poſleſled of his new found make. 
Thenvp þe tooke the ſlumbred ſenſeleſſe corſe, 
Andere he could out ofhis ſwoune awake, 
Him to his Caſtle brought with haſtieforce, 
And in a Dungeon deepe him threw without remarſes 
| 16 


From that day foorth Dueſſa was his deare, 
And highly honour'd in his haughty eye : 
He gaue her gold, and purple pall to weare, 
And triple crowneſet on her headfull hie, 
And her endow'd with royall maieſtie : 
Then, for to makeher dreaded more of men, 
And peoples harts with awfull terrour tie, 
A monſtrous beaſt ybred in filthy fen | 
He choſe, which he had keptlopg time indarkſorae _ 
S 
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Such one it was, as thatrenowmed Snake 
Which great Alcides in Stremonallew, 
Long foſtred in the filth of Lernalake, 
Whoſe many heads out budding ever new, 
Did breed him endlefle labour to ſubdew : 
But this ſame Monſter much more vgly was ; 
For, ſeauen great heads out of lus body grew, 
An Iron breaſt, and back of ſcaly braſs, 
And allembrewdin bloud, his eyes did ſhine as glaſs. 
18 


His tayle was ſtretched out in wondrous length, | 
That to the houſe of heauenly Gods itraught, 
And with extorted powre, and borrow'd ſtrength, 
The euer-burning lamps from thence it brought, 
And proudly threw to ground, as things of nought; 
And vnderneath his filthy feet did tread 
The ſacred things, and holy heaſts foretaughtr. 
Vpon this dreadfull Beaſt with ſeauentold head 

He ſct the falſe Dueſſa, for more awe and dread. 
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The mes Death which fv his maiſters fall, 
Whiles he had keeping of his ſeed, 
And valiant knight "x, x0 A rs thrall, 
When all was paſt, rooke vp his forlorne weed, 
His mighty armour, nuſſing moſt atneed ; 

_ His filuer ſhield, now idle maiſterlefle; 
His poynant ſpeare, that many madeto bleed, 
Theruecfull moniments of heauinefle, 

And with them all departs, to tell his great diſtreſle. 

20 

He had not trauaild long, when on the way 
He wofull Lady (wotull 7na) met; 
Faſt flying from the Paymms greedy pray, 
Whilſt Satyrane him from purſuit did let : 
Who when her eyes ſhe on the Dwarfe had ſer, 
And ſaw the fignes that deadly tyJings ſpake, 
Shee fell to ground for ſorrowfull regxer, 
And huely breath her ſad breaſt did forlake, 

Yetmight herpittious hart be ſecne topantand quake. 

21 


The meſſenger of ſo vnhappy newes, 
Would faine haue dide : dead was his hartwithin, 
Yet outwardly ſome little comfort ſhewes : 
Atlaſt recouering hart, he does begin 
Torubher cm , and to chaufe her chin, 
And euery tender part does tofle andturne : 
So hardly he the flitted life does win, 
Vnto her natiue priſon to retourne : | 
Then gins her grieued ghoſt thus tolament and mourne. 


22 

Yee dreary inſtruments of dolefull ſight, 

That doe this deadly ſpeCtacle behold, 

Why doe ye lenger feed on loathed light, 

Or liking find to gaze on earthly mold, 

Sith cruel! Fates l carcfull threeds vnfold, 

The which my life and loue together tide ? 

Now letthe ſtony dart of ſenſelelſe cold 

Pearceto my hart, and paſſe through euery fide, 
And ler cternall night la ſad fight fro mee hide. 


2 
O gpatoons day, the lamp ofbigheſt Toue, 
rſt made by him, mens wandring waies to guide, 
When darknefle he in deepeſt dungeon drouc, 
Henceforth thy hated face for euer hide, 
And ſhut vp heauens windowes ſhining wide: 
For earthly fight cannought but ſorrow breed, 
And laterepentance, which ſhall long abide. 
Mine eyes no more onvanitic ſhall tcede, 


But ſeeled vp with death, ſhall haue their deadly mced. 


24 
| Then downe againe ſhee fell vnto the oround 3 


But hee her quickly reared vp againe : 
Thrice did ſhee fink adowne in deadly wound, 
And thrice hee her reviv'd with bufie paine : 
Atlaſt, whenliferecouer'd had the raine, 
And over-wreſtled his ſtrong encemie, 
With foltring tongue, and trembling euery yaine, 
Tell on (ork ſhee) the wofull Tragedie, 

The which theſe reliques 12d preſent vnto mine eye. 


Tempeſtuous Fortune hath Gi all her ſpight, 
And thrilling ſorrow throwne his vtmoſt dart; 
Thy ſad tongue cannottell more heauy plight, 
Then that I feele, and harbour in mine hart : 
Who hath endur'd the whole, can beare cach part. 
If death it be, it1s notthe firſt wound, 
That launced hath my breaſt with bleeding ſmart. 
Bevin, and end the bitter balefull ſound z 

If leſle then that I feare, more fauour I have found. 

26 

Then gan the Dwarfe the whole diſcourſe declare, 
The ſubtle traines of Archimago old 
The wanton loues of falſe Fid:ſſa fare, 
Bought with the bloud of vanquiſht Paynim bold: 
The wretched payre transformed to treen mold; 
The houſe of Pride, and perils round about; 
The combat, which he with Sans ioy did hold ; 
The lucklefle conflitwith the Giznt tour, 

Wherein captiu'd, of life or death he ſtood in doubt. 


27 
Shee heard with patience all vnto the end, 
And ſtroue to maiſter ſorrowfull aflay : 
Which greater grew, the more ſhe did contend, 
And almoſtrent her tender hartin tway; 
And louefreſh coales vnto her fire did lay : 
For, greater loue, the greateris the loſle. 
Was neuerLady loued dearer day, 
Then ſhedid loue the Knight oft the Redcroſſe; 
For whole deare fake fo many troubles her did rofle. 
' I 
Atlaſt, when feruent ſorrow ſlaked was, 
She vp aroſe, refoluing Kim to find 
Aliue or dead: and forward forth doth paſs, 
All as the Dwartfethe way to her 3fltgn'd : 
Andcuermore in conſtant carefull mind 
She fed her wound with freſh renewed bale; 
Lone toſt with ſtormes, and bet with bitter wind, 
High over hills, and lowe adowne the dale, 
Shce wandred many a wood, and meaſur'd many avale. 
: Artlaſt, 
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Atlaſt, ſhe chaunced by good hap to meer 


A goodly knight, faire marching by the wa 
Toperher —_ his Squire, arra 1 Ghide : | 
His glitterand armour ſhined farre away, 
Like glauncing light of Phebus brightelt ray ; 
From top to toe no place appeared bare, 
That deadly dint of ſteele endanger may : 


A.! wart his breaſt a bauldrick braue he ware, + (rare. 
T....rſhin'd lke twinkling ſtars, with ſtones moſt prectous He wouldthem gazing blind, or turne to other hew. 


20 
And in the mudft thereof, one precious ſtone 


Of wondrous worth, and eke of wondrous mights, 
Shap'tlike a Ladies head, exceeding ſhone, 

Like Heſperusemongſtthelefler lights, 

And ſtrouefor to amaze the weaker ſights ; 
Thereby, his mortall blade full comely hong 

In Iuorie ſheath, ycary'd with curious {lights ; 


3 
Neler it ſeeme, thar credence this exceeds: 


| 35 
No magick arts heereof had any might, 


Nor bloudy words of bold Enchaunters call, 
Bur all that was not ſuch,'as{eem'din fight, 
Before thar ſhield didfade, and { addune tall: 
And when him liſt the ra{call routes appall, 
Men into ſtones there-with he could tranſnew, 
Anditones to duſt, and duſt to _— at all; 


And, when him liſt the prouder lookes ſubdew, 


% 


For, he that made theſ{ame, was knowne rioht well 

To haue done much more admirable deeds. 

It Merlin was, which whilome did excell 

All liuing wightes in might of magick ſpell : 

Both ſhield, and word, and armour all he wrought 
For this young Prince, when firſt to armes hefell; 

But when he dide, the Facrie Queene ir broughr 


Whole hilts were burniſhr gold, and handle ſtrong 


| || Of motherpeatle, and buckled with a golden tong. To Faerie lond, where yet it may be ſeen, if ſought. 
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His haughtie helmet, horrid all with gold, A gentle youth, his deandlonet Squire, 


{Þ Both glorious brightnes, and great terrour bred ; His ſpeare of Hebenwood behind him bare, 
Cl - For, all the creſt a Dragon did enfold | Whoſe harmefull head, thrice heated in the fire, 
1k With greedy pawes, and ouer all did ſpred Had riven many a-breatt with pikehead ſquare; 


(AER | His golden wings: his dreadfull hidecus hed 
Cloſe couched onthe beuer, ſeem'd ro throwe + 
From flaming mouth bright ſparkles fieriered, 
That ſuddaine horror to faint harts did ſhowe; 

And ſcaly taile was ſtretcht adowne his back full lowe. 


A goody perſon, and could menage faire 

H:s ſtubborne ſteed with curbed canon bit, 

Who vnder him did trample as theaire, 

And chauft, that any on his backe ſhould fit; 
Theironrowels into Cutliy fome hebit. 


8 
When as this Knight nigh _ the Lady drew, 
With loucly courthe gan her entcrtaine; 
But when he heard her anſwers loth, he knew 
Some ſecret ſorrow did her heart diſtrane : 
Which to allay, and calmeher ſtorming paine, 
Faire feeling words he wiſely pan diſplay, 
And forher humour fitting purpoſe faine, 
To tempt the caule it ſelfe for to bewray , 
Wherwith emmov'd, theſe bleeding words ſhe ganto fay: 


2 - 
Vpon the top of all his lofe7 creſt, 
A bunch of haires diſcolourd diuerſly, 
With ſprinkled pearle, and gold full richly dreſt, 
TH 10 Did ſhake, and{cem'd to daunce foriollity, 
hh Liketoan Almond tree ymounted hie 
On top of greene Seliny all alone, 
With blofloms braue bedecked daintily ; 
Whoſe tender locks do tremble euery one 
At euery httle breath, that vnder heaucn is blowne. 


His warlike ſhield all defer olnce'd was, 
Ne might of mortall eye be euer ſeen; 
Not made of ſtcele, nor ofenduring braſs, 
Such earthly mettals ſoone conſumed beene ; 
| hi But all of Diamond perfeEtpure and cleenc 
W's It framed was, one maſſieentire mould, 
Wet: Hewen out of Adamantrockwith engines keene, 
That pointof ſpeare it neuer pearcen could, 


Nedint of direfull ſword divide the ſubſtance would. 


What worlds delight, or of liwng ſpeach 
Can heart, fo aka din {caof forrowes deep, 
And heaped with fo huge misfortunes,reach 2 
The carefull cold beginneth for to creep, - 
And in my hearthis iron arrow ſteep, 
Soone as I thinke vpon my batter bale : 
Such helpleſſe harmes it's berger hidden keepe, 
Then rip vp griefe, where it may not auaile, 

My laſt left comfort is, my woes to weep and waile. 


40 
Ah Lady deare, quoth thenthe gentle Knighr, 
Well may Iweene, your grictezs wondrous great 
For wondrous greatgricte groncth in my ſpright, 
Whiles thus I heare you of your ſorrowes treat, 
But wofull Lady, letme youintrear, 
For to vnfold x anguiſh of your hart : | 
Mishaps are maiſtred by adviſe dilcreer, 
And counfell mitigates the greateſt ſmart; 
Found neucr help, who aeuer would his hurts impart. on 
O! bur 


Wi 4 
108 Theſame to wighthee FEA wont diſcloſe, 
But when as monſters huge he would diſmay, 
Or daunt vnequall armies of his foes, 
Or when the firing heauens he would affray ; 
"| 0%S For, ſo exceeding ſhone his glſtring ray, 
F. A That Phebus golden facet did attainr, 

As whea acloud his beames doth ouer-lay ; 

And filuer Cynthia wexed pale and faint, 
As when herface is ſtaind with magick arts conſtraint. 
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41 

O ! but (quoth ſhee) great gee will not betold, 
And can moreeahfily be thought, then ſaid. 
Right ſo (quoth he) buthe, thatneuer would, 
Could neuer : will to might giues greateſt aide. 
Bur griefe (quoth ſhee) does greater growe diſplaid, 
If then it find not help, and breeds delpaire. 
Defſpaire breeds not (quoth he) where faith is ſtaid. 
No faith ſo faſt (quoth ſhe) bur fleſh does paire. 

Fleſh may empaire (quoth he) but reaſon canrepaire. 


42 

His goodly reaſon, and well guided fpeach, 
So deep did ſettle inher gratious thought, 
Thather perlwaded to diſcloſe the breach, 
Which loue and fortuneim her hart had wrought, 
And ſaid; Faire Sir, I hope hap hath brought 
Youto inquire the ſecrets of mygriefe, 
Or that your wiſedome will dire&t my thought, 
Or thatyour prowelle can me yieldreliefe; 


Then heare the ſtorieſad, which I ſhall tell you briefe. 


The forlorne Maiden, whom your eyes haueſecne 
Thelaughing ſtock of Fortunes mockeries, 
Am th'only daughter of a King and _ 
Whoſe Parents deare, whilſt equall Deſtinies 
Did runne abour, and their fehcities 
The fauourableheauens did not envie, 

Did ſpread their rule through all the territories 
Which Pheſon and Ewphrates loweth by, 
And Gebons goiden waues doe waſh continually; 


; 44 
Tl that their cruell curſed enemy, 
An huge great Dragonhorrible in ſight, 
Bred inthe loathlylakes of Tattary, 
With murdrous ravine, and devouring might 
Their kingdomeſpoild, and country waſted quight: 
Themlelues, for feare into his iawes to fall, 
Hee forc'tto caſtle ſtrong to take their flight, 
Where faſt embardin wan IT wall, 
He has them now foure yeeres 
5 
Full many knights RNS £1 and tour, 
Haue enterpriz'd that Monſter to ſubdew; 
From euery coaſt that heauen walks abour, 
Haue thither come the noble Marriall crew, 
That famous hard atchieuements ſtill purſew, 
Yet neuer any couldthat girlond win, 
Bur all till ſhrunk, and &ll hegreater grew: 
All they for want of faith, orguilt of fin, 
Thepirtiouspray of his fierce crueltic haue bin. 
6 


4 
Art laſt, yled with farre reported praiſe, 
Which flying Fame throughout the world had ſpred, 
Ofdoughty knights, whom Facry land did raiſe, - 
Thatnoble order hight of Maidenhed, 
Forth-with to court of exnr \ped, . 
Of Gloriane, great Queene of glory bright, 
Whole kin fire S Cleo la an : 
There to obtaine ſome ſuch redoubred kpight, 
That Parcnts deare from Tyrants powre deliver might, 


Haue fe 


NINE 
Atlaſt, by ſubtill leights ſhee him berraid 


This is my cauſe of griefe, moregreat then may be told. 
Ere ſhee had ended all, ſhee | 


| ..- "7 
It was my chance (my chance was faire ad good) 


There for to find a freſh vynprooued kni ghr, 

Whoſe manly hands imbrew'd in guilty bloud 

Had neuer been, ne euer by his might 

Had throwne to ground the vnregatded right: 

Yet of his prowefleproofe he ſince hath made 

(I witnefle am) in my a cruell fight; 

The groning ghoſts of many one diſmaide 
tthe bitter dint of his avenging blade. 


48 


And yee the forlorne reliques of his powre, 


His byting ſword, and his deuouring ſpeare, 
Which haue endured many a dreadfull ftowre, 
Can ſpeake his proweſle, ths did earſt you beare, 
And well couldrule : now he hath left you heere, 
To be the record of his ruefull lofle, 

And of my dolefulldifayenturous dere : 

O! heauierecord of the good Redcroſſe, 


Where hauc you left your Lord,that could ſo wel you tols ? 
_ 
Well hoped I, andfaire beginnings had, 


Thathe my captiuelangour ſhouldredeerne, 

Till all vnweeting, an En:chaunter bad 

His ſenſe abus'd, and inade hiin to miſdeeme 

My loyaltie, not ſuch as it did ſeeme; 
Thatrather death defire, then ſuch deſpight. 

Be wy. 1 heavens, that all things righteſteeme; 
How I himlov'd, and loue with 7 my might, 


So thought Ieke of him, and think 1 thought aright. 
50 
Thenceforth, meedelolate he quite forlooke, 


To wander where wildefortune would me lead, 
And other bywaies he himlelfe betooke, 
Where neuer foot of liuing wight did tread, 
That brought not back the balefull body dead ; 
In which him chaunced falſe Dueſſa meet, 

Mine onely foe, mine onely deadly dread, 

Who with her witchcraftand mifleeming ſweet, 


clicg'd to make thEthrall. Inveigled him to followe her defires vamect. 


Vato his foe, a Giant huge and tall, . 

Who him difarmed, 40 ture, diſmaid, 
Vnwares ſurpriſed, and with mighty mall 

The monſter mexcilefle him madeto fall, 
Whoſefall did neuer foe before behold; 

And nowin darkſome dungeon, wretched thrall, 
Remedileſle, for aye he doth him hold; 


\ 


F2 
an tofaint-: 
But hee her comforted a, faire beſpake, 
Certes, Madame, ye haue great cauſe of plaint, 
That ſtouteſt heart, I weene, could cauſe to quake. 
But be of cheere, and comfort ro youtake: 
For, till Thaue acquit your captiue Knight, 
Aflure your ſelfe, I will you not forſake. 
His cheerfull words reviy'd her cheerleſſe ſpright: 


So forth they went, the Dwarfethew guiding cuer right. 


Cant. 
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$ And ſtedfaſttruth acquire him our of all. 
Her loue is firme, her care continuall, 
So oft as hee, through his owne fooliſh pride, 

Or weakenefle, is to {infull bands made thrall : 


Elfe ſhould this Redcroſſe knight in bands haue dide, 
For whoſe deliuerance ſhe this Prince doth thither guide, Had wroughtthat horror ſtrange, anddar'd his dreaded 
6 


2 
They ſadly trauaild thus, vntill they came 
Nigh to a Caſtle builded ſtrong and hie : 
Then cride the Dwarfe, Lo, yonder is the ſame, 
In which my Lord my liege doth Jucklefle lic, 
Thrall to that Giants hatefull tyrannie : 
Therefore, deare Sir, your mightie powres aflay. 
The noble knightalighted by and by 
From loftie ſteed, and bade the Lady ſtay, 
To ſee whatend of fight ſhould himbefall that day. 


3 
So withthe Squire, th'admirer of his might, 
He marched forth towards that caſtle wall ; 
Whoſe gates he found faft ſhut, ne living wi gh 
To ward the ſame, nor anſwere commers call. 
Then tooke that Squirean home of bugle ſmall, 
Which bung adowne his fide in twiſted gold, 
And taſſels gay. Wide wonders over all 
Of that ſame hornes great vertues weren told, 
Which had approoucd been in yſes manifold. 


4 
Was neuer wightthat heard that ſhrilling ſound, 
But trembling feare did feele in euery vaine ; 
Three miles1t might be eafic heard around, 
And Ecchoes three anſwerd itſelfe againe : 
No falſe enchauntmentr, nor deceitfull traine 
Might once abide the terror of that blaſt, 
Bur preſently was voide and wholly vaine : 
No gate ſo ſtrong, no lock ſo firmeand faſt, 
Bur with that pearcing noile flew open quite, or beaſt, 


2 i 


D | \ WD The righteous man, to make him daily fall 
E's Were not, that heauely grace doth him vphold, 
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The ſame before the Giants gate he blew, 
That all the Caſtlequaked from the ground, 
And euery dore of free-will open flew. 
T he Giant ſelfe diſmaied with that ſound 
(Where he with his Dueſſadalliance found) 
In haite came ruſhing forth from inner bowre, 
With ſtaring count'nance ſterne, as one aſtound, 
And ſtaggering ſteps, to weet what ſuddaine ſtowre 


(powre. 
Andafter him the proude Dueſſa came, | 
High mounted on her many-headed beaſt, 
Andeuery head with firie tongue did flame, 
 Andeuery head was crowned on his creaſt, 
And bloudie mouthed with late cruell feaſt. 
That when the knight beheld, his mighty ſhield 
Vpon his manly arme he foone addreſt, 
And at him fiercely flew, with courage fild, 
Andeager ereedinclle through cucry member thrild. 


7 

There-with the Giant buckled him to fight, 
Inflam'd with {cornefull wrath and high diſlaine : 

- Andlifting vp his dreadfull club on hight, | 
All arm'd with ragged ſnubbes and knottie graine, 
Him thoughtar Ph encounter to haue flaine. 

But wiſe and warie was thatnoble Pere, 
Andlightly leaping from ſo monſtrous maine, 
Did faire ayoidethe violence him nere; 
It booted nought, to think, ſuch thunderbolts to beare, 


8 

Ne ſhame hee thoughtto ſhunne ſo hidepus might: 

The idle ſtroke, enforcing furious way, 

Miſſing the marke of his miſaymed ſight 

Did fall to ground, and with his heauy ſway, 

So deepely dinted in the driuen clay, 

That three yards deep a furrow.vp did throwe : 

The ſad earth wounded with ſo ſore aſſay, 

Did grone full grieuous vnderneath the blowe, (ſhowe: 
And trembling with ſtrange feare, did like an earthquake 
As 


__—— 
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As when almighty Toe, coral mood, 
To wreake the gwlt of morrall finnes is bent, 
Hurles forth his thundring dart with deadly food, 
Enrold in flames, and {mouldring dreriment, 
Through riuen clowdes and molten firmament; 
The fierce threeforked engin making way, 
Both lofty towres and higheſt trees hath rent, 
And all that mighthis angry paſlage ſtay, 

And ſhooting in Fe carth,caſts yp amount of clay. 


10 
His boyſtrous club, ſo buried in the ground, 
He could not rearen vp againeſo light, 
But that the Knight him art avantage found, 
And whiles he ſtroue his combred club troquight 
Out of the earth, with blade all burning bright 
He ſmote off his leftarme, which like a block 
Did fall to ground, depriy'd of natiue might ; 
Large ſtreames of bloud out of the trunked ſtock 
Forth guſhed, like freſh water ſtreamefrom riuen rock. 


II 
Diſmaied with ſo deſperatedeadly wound, 
And eke impatient of vnwonrted paine, 
He loudly bray d with beaſtly yelling ſound, 
That all the fields rebellowed againe ; 
As preat a noyſe, as whenin Cymbrian Plaine 
An heard of Bulles, whom kindly rage doth ſting, 
Doe for the milkie mothers wartt complaine, 
And fill the fields with troublous bellowing, : 
The neighbour woods around with hollow murmuring. 


Iz 
That when his deare Dueſſa heard, and ſaw 
 _Theewillſtound that danverd her eſtate, 
Vnto his ayde ſhe haſtily did draw 
Her dreadtull beaſt;who ſwglne with bloud of late, 
Came ramping forthiith proud prefymptuous gate, 
And threatned all his heads like flaming brands. 
Bur him the Squire made quickly toretrate, 
Encountring fierce with ſingle {word in hand, 


And twixt ham and his Lord did like a bulwarke ſtand. 


I 

Theproud Dueſſafull of wrachfull ſpight, 

And fierce di{daine to be affronted ſo, 

Enforc't her purple beaſt with all her might 

That ſtop out of the way to overthroe, 

Scorning the let of ſo ynequall foe : 

But nathemore would that couragious ſwaine 

To her yield paflage, gainſt his Lord to goe, 

But with outrageous ſtroakes did him reſtraine, 
And with his body bard the way atwixtthem twaine. 


I 

Then tookethe angry Witch her golden cup, 
Which till ſhe bore, replete with magick artes; 
Death and deſpaire did many thereof ſup, 
And ſecretpoyſon through their inward parts, 
Th'eternall bale of heawie wounded harts ; 
Which, after charmes and ſome enchauntments ſaid, 
She lightly ſprinkled on his weaker parts ; 
Therewith his ſturdie courage ſoone was quaid, 


And all his ſenſes were with ſuddaine dread difmaid. 
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I 
So downe hefell before the LE | beaſt, 
Who on his neck his bloudy clawes did ſeize, 
That life nigh cruſht our of his panting breaſt : 
No powre he had to ſtirre, nor will torife. 
That, when the carefull knighr gan well aviſe, 
He lightly left the foe with whom he fought, 
And to the beaſt gan turne his enterpriſe ; 
For, wondrous anguiſh in his hart it wrought, 
To fee his loued Squire into ſach thraldome brought. 
16 
And high adyauncin g his bloud-thirſtie blade, 
Strooke one of thole deformed heads ſo ſore, 
That of his puiflanceproud enſample made; 
His monſtrous ſcalpe downeto his tecth it tore, 
And that misformed ſhape misſhaped more : 
A ſea of bloud guſhtfrom the gaping wound, 
Thather gay garments ſtaind with filthy gore, 
 Andoverflowed all the field around; 
That over ſhooes in bloud he waded on the ground. 
17 
Thereatheroared for exceeding paine, 
Thatto hauc heard, great horror would haue bred, 
And ſcourging th'empric ayrewith his long traine, 
Throu gh greatimpatience of his oricued hed, 
His gorgeous rider from her loftie ſted 
Would haue caſt downe, and trodein durty mire, 
Had not the Giant ſoone her ſuccoured; 
Who,all enrag'd with ſmart and frantick ire, 
Came hurtling 1n full fierce, and forc't the kni ght retire. 
18 
The force, which wontin two to be diſperſt, 
In one alone left hand he now vnites, | (erſt; 
Which is through rage moreſtrong then both were 
With which his hideous club. aloft he Jites, 
And at his foe with furious rigour ſmites, 
That ſtrongeſt Oake might ſeemeto overthrowe : 
The ſtroke ypon his ſhield ſo heauie lites, 
That to the ground it doubleth him full lowe, 
What mortall wight could cuer beare ſo monſtrous blowe? 


I 

And in his fall, his ſhield ws was, 
Did looſe his veile by chance, and open flew : 
The light whereof, that heauens light did pals, 
Such blazing brightnefle through the ayer threw, 
That eye mote notthe ſame cndure to view. 
Which when the Giant ſpidewith ſtaring eye, 
He downelet fall bis arme, and ſoft withdrew 
His weapon huge, that heaued was on hie 

For to haue ſlainethe man,that on the ground didlye. 


20 
And eke the fruitfull-headed beaſt, amaz'd 
Arflaſhing beames of that ſunſhiny ſhield, 
Became ſtarke blind, and all his fenſes daz'd, 
That downe he tumbled onthe durtie field, 
And ſeem'd himfelfeas conquered to yield. 
Whom when his maiſirefſe proud perceiu'd to fall, 
Whiles yer his feeble feer for faintneſle reeld, 
Vnto the Giantloudly ſhe gan call, 
O helpe Orgog!io,helpe,or elle we periſh all. 
þ D. 
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21 
At her ſopittious 7 was much amoou'd 
Her Champion ſtout, and for to ayde his friend, 
Againe his wonted angry weapon proou'd ; 
Bur all in yaine : for, he has read his end 
In that bright ſhield, and all their forces ſpend 
Themſelues in yaine : for, fincethat glauncing ſight, 
He hath nopowre to hurt, norto defend; 
As,where th'Almighties lghtning brond does light, 


It dimmes the dazed eyen, and daunts the ſenſes quight. 


22 
Whom when the Prince to battell new addreſt, . 
And threatning high his dreadfull ſtroke did ſee, 
Has ſparkling blade about his head hebleſt, 
And {mote off quite his right legpe by the knee, 
T hat downe he tumbled; as an aged tree, 
High growing on the top of rocky clift, 
Whole hartſtrings with keene ſteelenigh hewen be, 
The mighty trunk halfe rent, with r.gged rift 
Doth roll adowne the rocks, and fall with fearefull drift, 


2 
Or as a Caſtlereared high _ round, 

By {ubrile cngins = malicious ſlight 

Is vndermined from the loweſt ground, 

And her foundationtorc't, and feebled quight, 

Arlaſt, downefalls, and with her heaped hight 

Her haſtieruine does more heauie make, 

And yields it ſelfe vnto the Vitors might; 

Such was this Giants fali, thatſeemd to ſhake 
The ſtedfaſt globe of earth, as itfor feare did quake. 


24 
The Knight, then lightly leaping tothe pray, 
With morrtall ſteele him ſmore againe ſo fore, 
That headlcfle his vnweldy body lay, 
All wallow'd in his owne foule bloudy gore, 
Which flowed from his wounds in wondrous ſtore: 
But ſoone as breath out ot his breaſt did paſs, 
That huge great body which the Giantbore, 
Was vaniſht quite, and of that monſtrous maſs 


Was nothing lctt, but like an empty bladder was. 


25 
Whoſe gricuous fall, when falſe Dueſſaſpide, 
Her golden cup ſhe caſt vnto the ground, 
And crowned Mitzerudely threw atide; 
Such pearcing griefe her ſtubborne hart did wound, 
Thatſhe could not cndurethatdolefull ſtound, 
Butleauing all behind her, fled away : 
The light-foot Squire herquickly turnd around, 
And by hard meanes enforcing her to ſtay, 
So brought vnta his Lord, as his deſerued pray. 


26 

Theroyall Virgin, which beheld from farre, 
In penſiue phght, and {ad 4 + rpg 
The whole atchicuement of this doubtfull warre, 
Came running faſt to greethis victorie, 
With ſober gladnefle, and nuld modeſtie, 
And with ſweet ioyous cheaxe him thus beſpake; 
Fairebranch of noblefſe, flowre of cheualrie, 
That with your worth the world amazed make, 


How ſhall I quite the paines ye ſuffer for my ſake 2 


27 

And you freſh bud of yertue ſpringing faſt, 
Whom theſe ſad eyes [aw nigh vnto deaths dore, 
What hath poore Virgin for ſuch perill paſt, 
Where-with you toreward? Accepttherefore 
My fimplelelie, and {eruice euermore; 
And he that high doesfit, andall things ſee 
With equall eyes, their merites toreſtore, 
Behold what ye this day hauedonefor mee, 

And what I cannot quite, requite with yſuree. 

28 

Bur ſith the heauens, and your faire handling, 
Haue made you maiſter of the field this day, 
Yourfortune maiſter eke with gOucTning, 
And well begun, end all ſo well, Ipray, 
Neletthat wicked womanſcape away ; 
For, ſhee it is that did my Lord bethrall, 
My deareſt Lord, and deep in dungeon lay, 
Where he his better dates Land waſted all. 

O heare, how pittious he to you for ayde does call. 


2 
Forth-with he gaue in chatpe vnto his Squire, 

That (carlot whoreto keepen carefully ; 

Whiles he himſelfe with greedy great defire 

Into the Caſtle entred forcibly; 

Whereliuing creature none he did eſpy. 

Then gan he loudly through the houſe to call: 

But no man car'd to anfwere to his cry. 

Thereraignd aſolemne ſilence ouer all, 
Nor voice was heard nor wight was ſeen in bowre or hall. 


QO- 
Atlaſt, with creeping cro aha paſe forth came 
An old old man, with beard as white as ſnowe, 
Thaton a ſtaffe his feeble ſteps did frame, 
And guide his wearie gate bothtoo and fro ; 
For, his eyeſight him failed loftg ygo : 
And on his.arme a bounch of 5.24.5 bore, 
The which vouſed ruſt did ouergrowe : 
Thoſe were the keyes of cuery inner dore, 
But he could not them yſe, but keptthem till in-ſtoro.: 


I 
But very vncouth ſight was £ behold 
How he did faſhion his vntoward paſe : 
For,as he forward moov'd his footing old, 
So backward ſtill was turnd his wrinkled face; 
Vnlike to men, who-euer as they trace, 
Both feet and face one way are wont to lead. 
This was the ancient keeper of that place, 
And foſter-father of the Giant dead ; 
His name Tgnaro did his naturerightaread. 
a7 
H:s reuerend haires and holy auitie 
The knight much nad, as beſeemed well, 
And gently askt, where all the people bee, 
Which 1n that ſtately building wont to dwell. 
Who an{werd him full ſoft, he could not tell. 
Againe he askt, where that ſame Knight was laid, 
Whom great Orgoglio with his puiſſaunce fell 
Had made his caytue thru/l; againe he ſaid, 


He could nattell : ne euer other anſwere made. . 
Then 


Cant, V11l. 


THE FAERIE OVEENE. 37 


: "  RELES 

Thenasked he, which way hee in might paſs : 

He could not tell, againe he anſwered. 

Thereatthe curteous Knight difpleaſed was, 

And ſaid, Old fire, it ſeemes thou haſt not red 

How ill it fits with that ſame filver hed 

In yaine to mock, or mockt inyaine to bee: 

But if thou be, asthouart pourtrahed 

With natures pen, in ages graue degree, 
Areadein grauer wile, what I demaund of thee. 


4 
His anſwere likewiſe was, bs could not tell. 
Whoſe ſenſclefleſpeech, and doted ignorance 
When as the noble Prince had marked well, 
He gheſt his nature by his countenaunce, 
And calmd his wrath with goodly temperance. 
Then to him ſtepping, from his arme did reach 
Thoſe keyes, and made himſelfe free enterance. 
Each dore he opened withour any breach; 


There was no barre to ſtop, nor foc him to impeach. 


There all within full rich 4 hefound, 
With royall arras and reſplendent wm 
And did with ſtore of cuery thing abound, 
That greateſt Princes preſence might behold. 
Bur all thefloore (too filthy to be told) 
With bloud of guiltlefe babes, andinnocents true, 
Which there were ſlaine, as ſheepe out ofthe fold, 
Defiled was, that dreadfull was to view, 
And ſacred aſhes ouer it was ſtrowed new. 


6 
And there beſide of a. was built 
. An Altar, cary'd with cunning gy 

On which true Chriſtians bloud was often fpilt, 

And holy s often doen todie, 

With cruell malice and ſtrong tyranmie: 

Whoſe blefled fprites from vnderneath the ſtone 

To Godfor vengeancecride continually, 

And with great griefe were often heard to grone, 
That hardeſt hart wold bleed, to hearetheir pittious motic, 


37 
Through cuery roorne he ſought, and cuery bowre, 


| But nowhere could he find that wofull thrall: 

Atlaſt he cameynto an iron dore,.' | 
Thatfaſt was lockt, but key found not at all 
Emoneſt that bunch, to open it withall; 
But in the ſame alittle grate was pight, 
Through which he ſent his voice, and loud did call 
With all his powre, to weet if ling wight 

Were houſed there within, whom he enlargen might. 


: 3 . 

There-withzan hollow, dreary, murmuring voyce 
Theſe pittious plaints and dolours did reſound ; 
O who is that, which brings me happy choice 
Of death, that heere lie dying eucry ſtound, 
Yetliue perforce in balefull darknefſe bound ? 
For, now three Moones haue changed thrice their hey, 
And haue been thrice hid vnderneath the ground, 

| Since the heauens cheerfull face did view: 
Owclcome thou, that dooſt af death bring tydings true. 


Which when that Chompicne heard, with pearcing point 
Ofpittie deare his hart was thrilled fore, 
And trembling horrour ranne through euery 10Ynt, 
For ruth of gentle knight ſo foule forlore : 
Which ſhaking off, he rent thatiiron dore, 
With furious | 2s and indignation fell ; 
Where entred in, his foot could find no flore, 
But all a deepe deſcent, as darke as hell, 
That breathed cuer forth a filthy banefull ſmell. 


40 

But neither darkneſle foule, nor filthy bands, 
Nornoyous ſmell his purpoſe could with-hold, 
(EntireaffeCtion hateth nicer hands) 
But that with conſtant zeale, and courage bold, 
After long paines and labours manifold, 
He found the meanes that Priſoner yp to reare 
Wholefeeblethighes, vnable to vphold 
His pined corſe, him ſcarceto light could beare. 


ArucfullſpeQacle of death and ghaſtly dreare. 


I 
His ſad dull eyes deep funk in hollow pits, 
Could not endure th'vnwonted ſunne to view ; 
His bare thin cheekes for want of better bits, 
And emprie ſides deceiued of their due, 
Could make a ſtony hart his hap to rue; 
His rawbonearmes, whoſe mighty brawned bowres 
Were wontto riue ſtcele plates,& helmets hewe, 
Werecleane conſum'd, and all his vitall powres 


Decay'd, andall his fleſh ſhrunk vp like withered flowres. 


2 
Whom when his Lady "FT-0 himſheeran 
Wuh haftieioy: to ſee him madeher glad, 
And fadto view his hay paleand wan, 
Who earſtin flowres of freſheſt youth was clad. 
Tho when her well of teares ſhee waſted had, 
Sheeſaid, Ah deareſt Lord ! whateuill ſtarre 
On youhath fround, and pourd his influence bad, 
| Thatofyourſelfe ye thus berobbed arre, | 
And this mifſeemung hew your manly lookes doth marre? 
43 
But welcome now my Lotd, inwele or woe, 
Whoſe preſence I hauelackt too long a day ; 
And fie on Fortune mine avowed foe, 
Whoſe wrathfull wreakes themſelucs doc nowalay, 
And for theſe wrongs ſhall treble pennance pay © 
Of treble good : good growes of cuils priefe. 
The cheerelefleman, ol forrow did diſmay, 
Had no delight to treaten of his griefe ; 
His long endured famine needed more relicfe. 


Faire Lady, then faid that eictotions knight, 
Thethings that grieuous were to doe, or beare, 
Them to renew, I wote, breeds no delight; 
Beſt mufick breeds delight in loathing eare: 
But th'onely good, that growes of patled feare, 
Is to be wile, and ware of like agein. 
This dayes enſample hath thislefſondeare 
Deepe written in my heart with iron pen, 
«© That blifle may notabide in ſtate of mortull men. 
: D 2, | Hence- 
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45 
Hence-forth fir Knight, take ro you wonted ſtrength, 
And maiſter theſe mishaps with patient might; 
Lo, where your foelyes ſtretchtin monſtrous length: 
Andlo, that wicked woman in your fight, 
The roote of all your care, and wretched plight, 
Now in your powre, to let her liue, or die. 
Todoec » dic (quoth Ya) were deſpight, 
And ſhame t'avenge ſo weake an enemy 3 
But ſpole her of her ir 5h robe, andlether fly, 


46 
So, as ſhe bade, that Witch they difarraid, 
And robd of royall robes, and purple pall, 
And ornaments that richly were diſplaid 3 
Ne ſpared they to ſtrip her naked all. | 
Then when they had deſpoild her tire and Call, 
Such as ſhe was, their eyes might her behold, 
Thather misſhaped parts did them appall, 
A loathly, wrinkled hag, ill fauour'd, old, 
Whole ſecretfilth, good manners biddeth not be told. 


: 47. 
Her crafty head was altogether bald, 
And (as in hate of honourableeld) 
Was ouer-growne with ſcurfe and filthy ſcald ; 
Her teeth out of herrotten gummes werefeld, 
And her fowre breath abhominably ſmeld; 
Her dried dugs, like bladders Jacking wind, 
Hung downe, and filthy matterfrom them weld; 
Her wrizled skin,as rough as Maple rind, © 
So ſcabby was, that would haue loath'd all womankind, 
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Hes loues and linage Arthur tells, 


The knights knit friendly bands : . JL - Wh 2 Rd | 
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Her neather parts, the ſhame ofall her kind, 
My chaſter Muſe for ſhame doth blwh to write : 
Burt at her rompe ſhe growing had behind 
A Foxes taile, with dung all fouly dight; A 
And eke her feet moſt monſtrous were in fiohtz ©* 
For,one of them was like an Eagles claw, "9 
With Eriping tage armd to greedy fight, 
The other like a Beares vneuen pay : 

More vgly ſhape yer neuer liuing creature ſaw. 


49 
Which when the knights beheld, amaz'd they were, 
And wondredatfo foule deformed wight. 
Such then (ſaid 774) as ſhe ſeemeth here, 
Such is theface of falſhood, ſuch the fight 
Of foule Dueſſa, when her borrowed h1ghr 
Is layd away, and counterfefaunce knowne: | 
Thus when they had the Witch diſrobed quight, 
And all het filthy feature openſhowne, | X 
They let her goe at will, and wander wayes vnknowne. 


50 
Sheflying faſt from heauens hatedface,” 
And from the world thather diſcouer'd wide, 
Fled to the waſtfull wildernefle apace, 
From liuing eyes her open ſhame ro hide, 
Andlurkt1nrocks and Caues longvnefpide. 
But that faire crew of knights, and Yna faire, 
Did in that Caſtle afterwards abide, | 
To reſt themſelues, and wearie powres repaire, | 
Where ſtore they found of all, thatdainty was and rare. '/ 
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22-5 Goodly golden chaine, where-with yfere 
NE 


x Thevertues linked are in loucly wiſe : 
24 And noble minds of yore allied were, 
2 In braue purſuit of cheualrous empriſe, 
CEASRBD That none did others [afetie deſpile, 
Nor aide envieto him, in need that ſtands, 
# But friendly each did others praiſe dewiſe 
How to advaynce with fauourable hands, (bands. 
As this good Prince redecmd the Redcroſſe Enight from 


Who when their powres, empaird through labour Tong, 
With-due repaſt they had recured well, | 
And that weake captiue wight now wexed ſtrong, 
Them liſt no lenger there atleyſure dwell, 

But forward fare, as their adventures fell: 

But erethey parted, Yna faire beſoughr 

That ſtranger knight his name and nation tell; 

Leaſtlſo great good, as he for her had wrought, 
Should dieynknowne,and buried be inthanklefle thoughr, | 
Faire | 


Ong 
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| 1A : 
Fure viro1n (ſaid the Prince) ye merequire 
A thing without the compaſle of my wit : 
For, both the hnage and the certaine Sire 
From which I ſprung, from me are hidden yet. 
For, all ſo ſoone as hfe did me admit 
Into this world, and ſhewed heauens light, 
From motherspap I taken was vnfit : 
And ſtraight deliucr'd to a Faery knight, 
To be vpbroughtin gentle thewes and Martiall might. 
4 
Vato old Timon heme brought byliue, 
Old 7:mon, whoin ou yeeres hath been 
In warlike feates th'experteſt man aliue, 
And is the wiſeſt now on earth I ween ; 
His dwelling 15 lowe in a valley green, 
Vnder the foote of Rayran moſhe hore, 
From whence the river Dee as filuer cleen 
H:s tumbling billowes rolls with gentlerore : 
There all my dayes he traind me vp 1n vertuous lores 


Thither the great Magician Merlin came, 
As was has vſe, cft-rmes to viſit mee : 
For he had charge my diſcipline to frame, 
And Tutours nouriture to overlſee. 
H1m oft and oftI askt in priuitie, 
Ofwhatlo'nes and what linage I did fpringt 
Whole 1un{were bade me iti] afured bez 
Tharl was ſonneand heirevnto a king, 


Astime in her 1uſt terme the truth ro light ſhould bring. 
6 


Well worthy impe, ſaid then the Lady gent, 
And Pupill fit tor ſuch a Tutours hand, 
* But what adventure, cr whathigh intent 
Hzth brought you hither into Faery land, 
Aread Prince Arthur, crowne of Martiall band ? 
Full hard itis (quoth hee) to reade aright 
The covrſe of heauenly cauſe, or vaderſtand | 
The ſecret meaning of th'eternall might, = (wight. 
Thatrules mens wayes, and rules the thoughts of liuing 


7 

For,whether he through farall deepe foreſight 

Mee hithcr ſent, for cauſe to me vngheſt, 

Or that freſh bleeding wound, which day and night 

Whilome doth rankle in my riven breſt, 

With forced ſury following his bcheſt, 

Me hit!:er brought by waves yet ncuer found, 

You to have hclpt IT hold niy {elfe yet bleſt. 

Ah curteous knight (quoth ſhce) what ſecret wound 
Could cucr find, to gricue the gentleſt hart on ground ? 


Dearc Dame (quoth hee) you ſleeping ſparks awake, 
Which troubled once, 1nto huge flames will growe, 
Ne cuer will their ferucnt furie flake, 

Till Juing moiſture into {moake doe flowe, 
And waſted life doe lie in aſhes lowe. 
Yer fithence ſilence lefſcneth notmy fire 
(Bur told, it l.mes; and hidden, it does glowe) 
I will reuealc what ye lo much defire : 
Ah Loue, lay downe & bowe, the whiles I may reſpire. 


: 9 
It was in freſheſt lowre of youthly yeares, 
When courage firſt does creepe in manly cheſt, 
Then firſt the coale of kindly heate appeares 
To kindleloue in every luing breſt; 
But me had warn'd old Timons wiſe beheſt, 
Thoſe creeping flames by reaſon to ſubdue, 
Before their rage greweto ſogreat ynreſt, 
As miſerable loucrs vſeto rue, 
Which ſtill wex old in woe, whiles woe ſtill wezeth new. 
10 
That idle name of loue, and lovers life, 
As loſle of time, and vertues enemy 
I ever ſcornd, andioy'd to ſtirre vp ſtrife, 
In middeſt of their mourntull Tragedy, 
Ay wont to laugh, whenthem l heard to cry, 
And blowe the fire, which them to Aſhes brent : 
Their God himlelfe,griev'd at my liberrtie, 
Shot many adartat mee with fierce intent, 
But I them warded all with warie gouernment. 
II 
But all in vaine : no fort canbe ſo ſtrong, 
Ne fleſhly breaſt can armed be fo found, 
But will at laſt be wonne with battry long, 
Or vnawares at diſavantage found; 
Nothing is ſure, that growes on earthly ground : 
And who moſt truſtes in arme offleſhly mighr, 
And boaſts, in beauties chaine not to be bound, 
Doth fooneſtfall in diſauentrous tight, 
And yeelds his caitue neck io vidtors moſt deſpight; 


I2 
Enſample make of him your hapleſſe ioy, 
And of my felfe now mared,as yeſee; 
Whoſe prouder vaunt, that proude avenging boy 
Did ſoone pluck downe, and curb'd my hbcrty. 
For,onaday, prickt forth with jollity 
Oc looſer life, and heate ofhardiment, 
' Ranging the foreſt wide 0n courler f: ce, 
Thefields, the floods, the heauens with one conſent 
Didſeeme to laugh on me, and fauour nine intent. 


I 
Fore-wearied with my from » I did alight 
From lofty ſtced, and downe to ſlcepe melaid; 
T he verdant graffe my couch did goodly dight, 
Andpillow was my helmetfare difplaid ; 
Whiles cuery {epſe the humour ſweet embayd, 
And flumbring ſoft my hartdid fteale away, 
Me ſeemed by my fidea royali Maid 
Her dainry limbs fu'l ſoftly downe didlay : 
So faire a creature yet ſaw neuer ſunny day. 


WE, 

Moft gooily gleeand lonely blandiſhment 
She to me made, and bade melone her deare; 
For, dearely fure her loue was to me bent, 
As when juſt time expired ſhould appeare. 
But, whether dreames delude, or true 1t were, 
Was neuer hart ſo raviſht with del: ght, 

Ne liuing man like words did encr heare, 
As ſhee tome deliuer'd all that night; 
And at her parting ſaid, Shee Queene of Facrics hight. 
D 2. 
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IF. 

YVVhenlT awoke, and found her place deyoid, - 
And nought burpteſled graſs where ſhe had lyca, 
Iforrowed all ſo much, as carſt I ioy'd, 

And waſlied all her place with watry eyen. 
From tharday forth I lov'd that face divine ; 
From thatday forth I caſt in carcfull mind, 
To ſeeke her out with labour and long tine, 
A:d never vow to reſt, till her I find, 


Nine moneths I ſeeke in vaine, yet ni'll that yow vabind. 


16 

Thus as he ſpake, his viſagewexed pale, 
And change of hew great paſſion did bewray; 
Yer ſtill he ſtroue to cloake his inward bale, 
And hide the ſmoake that did his fire diſplay, 
Til! gentle Yna thus to him gan ſay; 
O happy Queene of Faeries, that haſt found 
Mongſt many, one that with his proweſſe may 
Defend thine honour, and thy foes confound : 


True loues are often ſowne, bur fildom grow on ground. 


17 
Thine, © then, ſaid the gentle Redcroſſe knight, 

Next to that Ladies loue ſhall bethe place, 

Ofaireſt virgn, full of heauenly lghr, 

Whole wondrous faith, exceeding earthly race, 

Was firmeſt fixt in mine extreameſt cale. 

And you my Lord, the Patrone of my hfe, 

Of that great Queenemay well gaine worthy grace : 

For, onely worthy you, through prowelle pricte 
Iflimng man mote worthy be, to be her hiefe. 

18 

So, dinerſly diſcourſing of their loues, 

The g0 denSunve his gliſtring head gan ſhew, 

And fad remembrance now the Prince amones, 

With freſh defire his voyage to purſew : 

Als Pnaearnd her trauaileto renew. 

Then thoſe two Kwghts, faſt friendſhip for to bind, 

And loue eſtabliſh each to other true, 

Gaue goodly gifts, the fignes of gratefull mind, 
And cke thepledges firme, right hands together ioynd. 

I 


Prince Arthur gaue a box of? Diamond ſure, 
Embowd with gold and gorgeous ornament, 
Wherein were clos'd few drops of q1.7.6 pure 
OfwonJrous worth, and vertue excellent, 

That any wound could heale incontinent : 
Which to requite, the Redcrofſe knight him gaue 
A booke, wherein his Sauiours teſtament 
Was writ with golden letters rich and braue; 
A worke of wondrous grace, andableſoules to ſaue. 
20 

Thus been they parted, Arthur on his wt 
Toſceke his loue, and th'other for to fighr 
With 7naes foe, that all herrealme did prey. 

' Butſhenow weighing the decayed plight, 

And ſhrunken ſinewes of her choſen knight, 


+ Wouldnot a while herforward courſe purſew, 


Ne bring him forth in face of dreadfull fight, 
Till he recouer'd had his former hew : 
For, himto be yer weake and wearic well ſhe knew. 
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So as they trauaild, lo, they gan eſpy 
An armed knight towards them gallop faſt, 
That ſeemed from ſome feared foe to fly, 
Or other grieſly thing, thathim agaſt. 
Still as he fled, his eye was backward caſt, 
As if his feare ſtill followed him behind ; 
Als flewhis ſtced, as he his bands had braf, 
And with his winged heeles did tread the wind, 
As hee had becna foale of Pegaſus his kind, 


22 
Nigh as hedrew, they might perceiuehis head 
To be vnarm'd; and curld yncombed haires 
Vpſtaring ſtiffe, diſmaid with vncouth dread; 
Nordrop of bloudin all his face appeares, 
Nor life in limbe: and to increale his feares, 
In foule reproche of knighthoods faire d egrec, 
About his neck an hempenrope he weares, 
That with his gliſtring armes does ill agree 
But he of rope or armes has now no memorie. 


: 2 
The Redcrofſe knight FETs. P59 crofled faſt, 
To weet what miſter wight was ſo diſmaid : 
There him he finds all ſenſelefle and agaſt, 
That of him ſelfe he ſeemd to be ofrai ; 
Whom hardly he fromflying forward ſtaid, 
Till he theſewordesto himdeliuer might ; 
Sir knight, aread who hath ye thus arraid, 
And ckefrom whom makeye this haſty fight: 
For, neuer knight Ifawinſuch miſleemipg plight. 


2 
He anſwerd nought atall; _ adding new 

Feareto his firſtamazement, ſtaring wide 

With ſtony eyes, and hartlefle hollow hew, 

Aſtoniſhtitood,as onethar had eſpide 

Infernallfuries, with their chaines vntide. 

Him yet againe, and yet againe beſpake 

The gentle knight; who noughrto him replide, 

But trembling euery ioynt ti inly quake, (ſhake. 
And oltring tongue at laſt theſewords ſeem'd foorth to 


2 h 
For Gods deareloue, Sir Koiphe, do me notſtay;z 
For loe, he comes, he comes faſt after mee. 
Eft looking back,wouldfaine haue runne away 3 
But he him forc't to ſtay, and tellen free 
Theſecret cauſe of his perplexitie ; 
Yet nathemore by his bold hartie ſpeech, _ 
Could his bloud-frozen hart emboldn:d bee ; 
But through his boldnefle rather feare did reacl: : 
Yetforc't,atlaſthe made through filence ſuddaine breach. 
| 26 
And am I now in ſafetie ſure (quoth he) 
From him, that would haue forced me to die ? 
And 1s the point of death now turnd fro me, 
That I may tell this haplefſe hiſtory ? 
Feare nought (quoth he) no danger now is nie ? 
Then ſhall I you recounta ruefull caſe 
(Said he) the which with this voluckie eye 
I late beheld, and had notgreater grace 
Me reft from it, had been partaker of the place. ; 
T lates 
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lately chaunc't{would I had netier chaunc't) 
With a faire Knight to keepen-compance, / 
Sir Terwin higt, that well hinalelfe advaunc't 
In all affaires, and was both bold and free, 
But not ſo happy as mote happy bee: | 

 Helov'd, as was his lot, a-Laithie gent, 

Thathim againe lov'din theleaſt degree: 
For, ſhee was proud, and of too high intent, 


And ioyd to fee herJouer languiſh and lament. 
28 | 


From whom returning {1d and comfortleſle, 
As on theway together we did fare, 
We met thatvillaine (God from him me blefle) 
That curſed wight.from whom I ſcap't whyleare;. 
A man of hell, that cals himiſelfe Deſpaire - 
Who firſt vs greets, and after faire arcedes 
Oftydings 2g, and of adventures rare: 
So creeping cloſe, as Snake.in hidden weedes, 
Inquizeth of our ſtates, and of our knightly deedes. 


2 
Which when he knew, and felt our feeble harts 
Emboſt with bale, and bitter byting oriefe, 
Which loue had launced with his deadly darts, 
With wounding words and termes of foule repriefe, 
He pluckrt from vs all hope of due reliefe, 
Thar carſt vs held in louc of lingring life; 
Then hopeleſlſe,hartleſle,gan Srerning thiefe . 
Perfwade vs die, to ſtint all further ſtrife : 
To me he lent thisrope, to him aruſtic knife. 


| oO 

With which ſad ares haſtie death, 
| That wockull loner, Joathinglenger light, 

A wide way made to letforth liuing breath. 

ButI morefearcfull, or more luckie wight, 

Diſmayd with that deformed diſmall fight, 

Fled faſt away, halfe dead with dying feare * 

Ne yet aſlur'd of life by you, Sir Kmight, 

Whoſe like infirmitie like chaunce may beare: 
But God you neuer let his charmed ſpeeches heare. 


I 
How may a man (ſaid bee) with idle peach 
Be wonne, to ſpoile the Caſtle of his health 2 
I wote (quoth he) whom triall late did teach, 
That like would not for all this worldes wealth : 
His ſubtill tongue, hike dropping honny, mealt'h 
Into the hart, and ſearcheth cuery vaine, 
That ere one be aware, by ſecretſtealth 
His powreis reft, and weakneſſe doth remaine. 
O ! neuer Sir deſire to try his guilefulltraine. 


_ 

Cerrtes (ſaid he) hence ſhall neuer reſt, 

Till I thattreachours art haue heard and tride; 
And you Sir Knight, whoſe name mote I requeſt, 
Ofegrace doe me vnto his cabin guide. 

I that hight Treuiſan (quoth he) will ride 
(Againſt my liking) back, to doe you grace? 
But not for gold nor gleewill I abide 

you, when ye arriue in that ſame place; 


B 
For had Idie, then ſee his deadly face. 


Ere __ they come, SET; FR5 ſame wicked wight 
His dwelling has, lowe in an hollow Cave, 
Farre vnderneath a cragoy clift ypight, 
Dark, dolcfull, drearie, like a greedy Graue, 
That ſtill for carrion'carcaſes doth craue : 
On top whereof aye dwelt the gaſtly Owle, 
Shrieking his balefulbnore, which cnerdraue 
Farre from that haunrall ather chearfullfowle; 
And all about it wandring ghoſts did waile and howle. 


Andall about, old Rotks/irl] fubs of trees, 
Whereonnor fruit,'nor leafe was eucr ſeene, 
Did hang vpon the Tagged rockie knees; 
On which had many-wretches hanged beene, 
Whole carcaſes were ſ{cattcred onthe Greene, 
And throwne abourthe clifts; Arrited there, 
That barc-head knight;for dread and dolefull teene, 
Would faine haue fled; ne durſt approchenneus : 
But th'other forc't him ſtay; and comfortedin feare. 


T hat darkſome Caue dity'ones where they find 
That curſed man, lowe'fitting onthe ground, 
Muſfing full ſadly1n his ſultea mind; 

His gtiefie locks, long growen, and ynbound, 
Diſordred hung about his ſhoulders round, 

And hid his face; through which his hollow eyne 
Lookt deadly dull, and ſtared as aftound; - 

His raw-bone cheeks,through penurie atid pine, 

Wereſhrunke into his iawes, as he did ncuer dine. 

Bo | 

His garment,noughtbut many ragged clonts, 
With thornes togcther pind and patched was, 
The which his naked fides he wrapt abouts; 

And him beſide there lay vpon the graſs. 
A drearie corſe, whoſe life away did paſs, 
All wallowd in his owne yet luke-warme bloud, 
That from his wound yet welled freth alas ; 
In which aruſtie knife faſt fixed ſtood, 
And made an open paſlage for the guſhing flood. 
7 

Which pittious ſpectacle, aorenis true 
The wofull tate that Trewi/an had told, 

When as the gentle Redcrofſe knight did view; 

With fire zeale he burnt in courage bold, 

Him to avenge, before his bloud were cold, 

And to thevillaineſaid, Thou damned wighr, 

The author of this fact, we heere behold, 

What juſtice can but iudge againſt theeright, (fight. 
With thine owne bloud to price his bloud, heere ſhedin 


8 
What frantick fit (quorh he) hath thus diſtraught 
Thee, fookfſh man, ſo raſh a doometo giue ? 
What iuftice euer other judgement taught, 
But he ſhould die, who mernts not to hue 2? 
None elſe to death this man deſpayring driue, 
But his owne guiltie mind deferuing death, 
Is then vniuſt to each his due to giue ? 
Orlethim die, thatloatheth liuing breath ? 
Orlet him die ateaſe, that hiucth heere vneath > 
D 4. Whe 
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Who trauels by the wea [-d way, 
To come ynto his wiſned home in haſte, | 
And meets a flood, thar doth his paſſage ſtay, | 
Is not great graceto help him over « 7 J 
Orfree his feet, thatin the mire ſicke faſt? 
Moſt envious man, thatgricues at neighbours good, 
And fond, thatioyeſt in the woe thou haſt, 
Why wiltnotler hims paſſe; thatlong hath ſtood © 

Vponthe banke, yet wiltthyſclfenot paſſe the flood 2 


40. - 

Hee there docs nowenioy eternallreſt-;: | (- . 
And happy eaſe, which thou doaft want and crauc, - 
And bene God itdaily wandereſt:: + 
What if ſome. little paine the pallage have, | | 
T hat makesfraile fleſh to fearethe bitter waue ?'- - , ; 


Is not ſhortpaine well borne, thatbrings long caſe; © 


And layes the foule to ſleepein quiergraue ? 
Sleepe after tojle, port after ſtormie ſeas, — 


Eaſc after warre, death after life does greatly pleaſe. : 


47 > <6 

The Knightmuch wondred at his ſuddaine wit, 
And ſad, The terme of life is hmited, .' . 
Ne may a man prolong, nor ſhortenit; | - 


The ſouldier may not mouefrom watchful ſted, FD 


Nor leaue his and, vntill his Captainebed. 
Who life did limit by almighty doome | 
(Quoth hee) knowes beſtthe termes eſtabliſhed; 
And hee, thatpoints the Cenronell hisroome, ./ 


Doth licenſe humdepart atſound of morning droeme. 


42 
Is not his deed, what euer thing is donne, 
In heauen and earth 2 did not heeall create 
Todie againe?all ends that was begunnce. 
Their times in his cternall booke of fate 
- Are written ſure, and haue their certaine date. 

Who then can ſtrive with ſtrong neceſſttie, 

That holds the world in his ſtll changiog ſtate, ' 


Or ſhun the death ordaind by deſtinic? (why. 
When houre of death is come, letnone aske whence, nor 


43 
The lengerlife, Iwote the greater ſin, 
The greater fin, the grager uniſhment : 
All thoſe great bartels, which thou boaſts to win, 
Through ſtrife,and bloudſhed, and avengement, 
Now praiſd, heereafter dearethou ſhaftfrepent: 
For, life muſt life, and bloud m ud repay. 
Is not cnoughthy euill life foreſpent ? 
For hee, that once hath miſſed the rightway, 
The further hedoth goe, the further he doth ſtray. 


44 
Then doe no further goe, no further ſtray, 
«But heere lie downe;, and to thy reſt betake, 
Th'ill ro prevent, thar life enſewen may. 
For,what hath life, that may it loued make, 
And guesnotrather cauſe it to forſake? 
Feare, ſickneſle, age, lofſe, labour, ſorrow, ſtrife, 
Paine, hunger, cold, that makes the hartto quake; 
And euer fickle fortune ragethrife, 
All which, andthouſands mo, do make a loathſome life. 


Thou,wretched man,of wh haſt oreateſt need, 

It intrue ballance thouwilt weigh thy ſtate : 

For, neuer knight that dared iwarlike deed, 

More lucklefle difaventures did amate: 

Witneſle the dungeon deepe, wherein of late 

Thy life ſhut vp, fordeath {o'oft did call; '"- 

And though good luckeprolonged hath thy date, 

Yet death then would the like nishaps foreſtall, 
Into the which heereafter thou maicſt happen fall. 

6 


Why then dooſtthou, 6 man of ſin, defire 
To draw thy dayes forth to theirlaſt degree? 
Is not themeaſure of thy ſinfull hjre 
High heaped vp with huge iniquitie, 
Againſt the day of wrath, to burden thee ? 
Is not enough, that to this Ladie milde 
Thoufalfed haſtthy faith with periuric, 
And oldthy ſelfetoſerue Daeſſavilde, ' 


' With whomin all abuſe thou haſt thy ſelfe defilde?/ > 


Is not heiuft, that all this Joo behold 
From higheſt heauen, and beares an equall eye? 
Shall hethy ſinnes vp in his knowledgefold, 
And guitie be of thine1mpietie x i 
Is not his Law, Let euery {inner die: 
Die ſhall allfleſh? what then muſt needs be donne, 
Is it not berterto doe willingly, a 
Thenlinger, tillthe glafſe be all out runne? 
Death is the end of woes”: die ſoone, © Facries ſonne. 


48 

The knight was much enmoued with his ſpeach, 

Thar as a (words point through his hart d1d pearce, 

Andin his conſcience made a ſecret breach, 

Well knowing true all, thathee did rcherſe, 

And to lus freſhremembrance did reuerſe 

The vgly view of his deformed crimes, 

That all his manly powres it did diſperſe, 

As hee were charmed with inchaunted rimes, 
Tharoftentimes he quakt,and fainted oftentimes. 


In which amazement, okenthe Miſcreant 
Perceined him to wauer weake and frulle, 
Whiles trembling horror did his conſcience dant, 
And helliſh anguiſh did his ſoule affaile; 
To driue him to defpaire,and quite to quaile, 
He ſhew'd him paintcd in a tableplaine, 
The damned ghoſts, that doc intorments waile, 
And thouſand fiends that doe them endlefle paine 
With fire and brimſtone, which for euer ſhall remaine. 


Fo 
The fight wherof ſo throughlyhim diſmaid, 
Thatnought butdeath before his cyes he ſaw, 
And ener burning wrath before him laid, 
By righteous fentence of th'Almighties law : 
Then gan the villaine him to ouercraw, 
And broughtvnto himfiyords, ropes, poyſon, fire, 
Andallthatmighthim to perditiondraw 3 
And bade him chuſe, whar death he would defire : 
For death was ducto him, that had prouokt Gods irc. L 
ut 
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But when as none of them he ſaw him take, 
He to him raught a dagger ſharpe and keene, 
And gaueithimin hand: his hand did quake, 
And tremble like a leafe of Aſpin greene, 
And troubled bloud through his pale face was feene 
Tocomeand goe; with tydings 20 the hart, 
As it arunning meſſenger had beene. 
Atlaſt, refolv'd to worke his finall ſmarr, 
Heclifted vp his hand, that backe againe did ftazr. 
s 5 
Which when as Yna ſaw, through cuery vaine 
The crudled cold ran to her well of life, 
As in aſwoune:; but ſoonerelieu'd againe, 
Out of his hand ſhe ſnatch the curſed knife, 
And threw itto the ground, enraged rife, 
And to him ſaid, Fie, fie, faint harted knight, 
What meaneſt thou by this reprochefull ſtrite? 
Is this the battell, which thou yaunr'ſt wr, | 
'With that fire-mouthed Dragon, hornible and bright? 


ZAR KN 7; 
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Come, come away, fraile, billy, flcſhly wight, 
Neletvaine wotds bewitch thy manly hart, 
Ne deuil:fh thoughts diſmay thy conftant ſpright. 
In heauenly merces haſt thou nora part ? 
Why ſhould'ſt thou then deſpaire,thar choſen art ? 
Where 1uſtice growes, there growes tke greater grace; 
The which doth quench the brond of helhſh ſmart, 
And that accurſt hand-writing doth deface: 

Ariſe, Sir Knight, ariſe, and leauc this curſed place. 


5 

So vp he roſe, and thence cracunted ſtreight, 
Which when the Carle beheld, and ſaw his gueſt 
Would ſafe depart, for all his ſubtile ſleighr, 
Hechoſe ani halter from among rhereſt, 
And withit hung himlſelfe, vabid, vnbleft. 

| But death he could not worke himlclte thereby ; 

For thouſand times he ſo himſelfe had dreſt, 
Yet nathelefle it could not doc him dic, 

Tl} he ſhould die his laſt, that is eternally. 
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1 Her faithfoll knitht fairs 7na brings 


Where hets taught repentance, and 


> | 7 | to houſe of Halineſſe, 


the way to heauenly bleſſe. 
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I 
> Hat manis he, that boaſts of fleſhly might; 
And vaine aflurance of mortality, * 
\ Which all ſoſoone,as itdoth come to fight 
CY Againſt ſpirituall foes, yeelds by and by, 
> Orfromthe field moſt cowardly doth fly ? 
Ne let the man aſcribeit to his skill, 
That thorough grace hath gained victory. 
If any via we hauc, itisto ill, 
But all the good1s Gods, both power and cke will. 


2 
By that which lately hapned, Yna law, 
That this her knight was feeble, and too faint; 
And all his finewes woxen weake and raw, 
Through long impriſonment, and hard conſtraint, 
Which he en an in his latereſtfainr, 
That yet hewas vnficfor bloudie fight : 
Therefore to cheriſh him with diets daint, 
She caſt to bring him, where he chearen might, 
Tull he recouered ar his late decaiedplight. | 
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There was an ancient Libor farre away, 
Renowm'd throughourthe world for ſacred lore, 
And pure vnſpotred life : ſo well they lay 
It gouernd was, and guided euermore x 
Through wiſedome of a Mitrone oraue and hore; 
Whoſe onely ioy was to relieue the needs 
Of wretched ſouls, and help the helplefle pore: 
All nighrſheſpentin bidding of her bedes, 

And all the day in dooing good and godly deedes. 


Dame Celia men did her ell, as thought 
From heauento come,or thither to ariſe; 
The mother of three daughters well vpbrought 
In goodly thewes, and godly exerciſc: 
The eldeſt two moſt ſober, chaſt, and wiſe, 
Fidelia and Speranza virgins were, 
Though ſpous'd, yet wanting wedlocks folemnize 
But faire Chariſſs to a louely tecre 
Was linked,and by him had many pledges deere. 


Arrived 
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Arriued there, the dore hey find faſt locker 
For it was warely watched night and day, 
For feare of many focs : but when they knockr, 
The Porter opened vnto them ſtraight way : 
He was an aged Sire, all hory gray, 
With lookes full lowely call, wy gate full owe, 
Wont ona ſtaffe his feeble ſteps to ſtay, 
Hight Humilta. They paſſe in ſtouping lowe 


For ſtraight and narrow was the way, which he didſhowe. 


Each goodly thing is hardeſt to begin : 
Burt entred in, a ſpacious court they lee, 
Both plaine, and pleaſant to be walked in, 
Where them does meetea Franklin faire and free, 
And entertaines with comely courteous glee, 
His name was Zele, that himright well became ; 
For, in his ſpeeches and behawour hee 
Did labour liuely to expreſle the ſame, 
And gladly did them guide, till to the Hall they came. 


| 7 
There fairely them receiues a gentle Squire, 
Of milde demeanure, and rare courteſie, 
Right cleanly clad in comely ſad attire; 
In word and deed thatſhew'd greatmodeſtie, 
And knew his good to all of each degree, 
' Hight Reverence. Hee them with ſpeeches meet 
Does faire entreat; no courting nicetic, 
But ſimple true, and eke ynfained ſweet, 
As might become a Squire ſo greatperſons to greet-. 
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And afterwards them to his Dame heleades, 
That aged Dame, the Lady ofthe place : 
Who all this while was butie at her beades : 
Which doen, ſhe vp aroſe with ſeemly grace, 
'And toward themfull matronely did paſe. 
Where, when that faireſt Yna ſhe beheld, 
Whom well ſhe knew to ſpring from heauen]y race, 
Her hartwithioy vnwonted inly ſweld, 
As feeling wondrous comfort in her weakereld. 


9 
And her embracing ſaid, © happy earth, 
Whereon thy innocent feet doe cuer tread, 
Moſt vertuous virgin, borne of heauenly birth, 
That to redeemethy woefull Parents head, 
From Tyrantsrage, and euer-dying dread, 
Haſt wafdred through the world now long a day; 
Yet ceaſeſt not thy wearie ſoles to lead, 
What grace hath thee now hither brought this way? 
Or doen thy feeblefeet vnweeting hither ſtray? 
10 
Strangething it is anerrant Knightto ſee 
Heere in this place, or any other wight, 
Thathither turnes his ſteps. So fewe there bee 
That chuſe the narrow path, or ſecke the right : 
All keepe the broade high way, and take delight 
With many rather for to goe aſtray, : 
And be partakers of their euillplight, 
Then with afewe to walke the righteſt wy | 
O fooliſh men ! why haſte ye to your owne decay ? 
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Thy ſclfe to ſee, and tyredlimbs toreft, 
O matrone ſage (quoth ſhe) I hither came, 
And this good Knight his way with me addreft, 
Led with thy praiſes and broad-blazed fame, 
That vp to heauen is blowne. The ancient Dame, 
Him goodly greeted in her modeſt guiſe, ; 
And entertaind them both, as beſt became, 
VVith all the court fies that ſhe could deniſe, 

Ne wanted ought, to ſhew her bountious or wiſe. 


2 
Thus as they gan of ſundry things deuiſe, 
Lo, two moſt goodly virgins came in place, 
Ylinked armein armein Jouely wiſe, 
V Vith countenauncedemure, and modeſt grace, 
They numbred cuenfteps, andequal! paſe: 
Of whichithe eldeſt, that Fideliahight, 
Like funny beames threw fromher Cryſtallface, 
Thar could haue daz'd the raſh beholders fight, 
And round about her head did ſhine like heauens light, 


I 

Shee was arraied all in lill 's Pl 
And inher righthand bore a cup of gold, 
VVith wine and water fild yp to the hight, 
In-whicha Serpentdid himſelfe enfol” ES, 
That horrour made roWMythat didbehold; _--. + 
Bur ſhe no whit did change her conſtapt moad: 

*Andin herotherhand ſhefaſtdid hold © - © 

A booke,that was both ſjgnd and ſeald with blood, 
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 Whartindarkethings were writ, hard to be ynderſtood. 
\ Shs 14 | 
* Her younger Siſter, that Speranzs hight, 


.'\ Y Vas clad in blewe, that her beſeemed well; 

Norallſo chearefull ſeemed ſhe of fight, 
' As washer fiſter; whether dread did dwell; 

Or anguiſhin her hart, ishard to tell: 
Vpon her arme afllyer anchor lay, 
VVhereon ſhe leaned euer, as befell : 
And cuer yp to heauen, as ſhe didpray, | 

Her ſtedfaſt eyes were bent, ne ſwaryed other way. 


I5 
They ſecing Yna, towards her gan wend, 
V Vhothem encounters with like courteſie ; 
Many kind ſpeeches they betweenthem ſpend, 
And greatly 1oycach other well to ſee : 
Then to the Knight with ſhamefaſt modeſtie 
They turne themſelues, at Ynaes meeke requeſt, 
And him ſalutewith well beleeming glee; 
V Vhofairethem quites, as him beſeemed beſt, 
And goodly can diſcourſe of many anoble geſt. 
16 


Then Ynathus ; Butſheyour fiſter deare, 
The deare Chariſſa, ws wo is ſhe become ? 
Or wants ſhe health, or buſic is elſewhere 2 
Ah oo, faid they, burforth ſhe may not come : 
For ſhe of late is 1ghtned of her wombe, 
And hath encreaſt the worlJ with one ſonne more, 
That her to {ce ſhould be but troublefome: 
Indeed (quoth ſhe) that ſhould be trouble ſore, 
But thankt be God, and her eacreaſe ſo cuermore. 


Then 


Cant, X. THE FAERIE QVEENE. 4 


I7 
Then ſaid the aged Celia, Deare Dame, 
And you good Sir, I wote that of your toyle, 
And labours long, through which ye hither came, 
Ye both forwearied be : therefore awhile , 
I read youreſt, and to your bowres recoyle. 
Then called ſhee a Groome; that forth him led 
Into a goodly lodge, and gan deſpoile 
Ofpuiſlantarmes, and laid in eafie bed ; 
His name was meeke Obedience rightfully ared. 
18 
Now when their wearie limbes with kindly reſt, 
And bodies were refreſht with due repalt, 
Faire Yna gan Fidelia faire requeſt 
To haue her Knightinto her Schoole-houſe plac't, 
Thatof her heauenly learning he might taſte, 
And heare the wiſedome of her words divine. 
She granted, and that _ ſo much agrac'r, 
That ſhe him taught celeſtial diſcipline, 
And opened his dull eyes, that light mote inthem ſhine, 


| 19 
And that her ſacred Booke, with bloud ywrit, 
That none could read, except ſhe did them teach, 
She ynto him diſcloſed cuery whit, 
And heauenly documents thereour did preach, 
That weaker wit of man could neuer reach, 
O: God, of grace, of iuſtice, of free will, 
Thatwonder was to hearc hcr goodly peach : 
For, ſhee was able with hcr words to kill, 


Andraiſe againe to life the hart, that ſhe did thrill. 


20 
And, when ſhe liſt poure out her larger ſpright, 
She would comm:und the haſtie Sunne to ſtay, 
Or backward turne his courſe from heauens hight3 
Some-times great hoſtes of men ſhe could diſmay 3 
Dry-ſhod to paſle, ſhe parts the flouds in tway 3 
And cke huge Mountaines from their native ſeat 
She would commaund, themſelues to beare away, 
And throwe in raging {ea with roaring threat. 
Almighty God her gaue ſuch powre,&puiſlance great- 


21 
The faithfull knight now grew inlittle ſpace, 
By hearing her, and by her ſiſters lore, 
To luch perfeCtion of all heauenly grace, 
That wretched world he gan for to abhore, 
And morrall life ganloath, asthing forlore, 
Greeu'd with remembrance of his wicked waies, 
And prickt with anguiſh of his ſinnes ſo ſore, 
That he defir'd to end his wretched daies : 
So much the dart of finfull guilt the ſoule diſmaies. 
22 
Burt wife Speran%a gaue him comfort ſweet, 
And taughthim how to take aſſured hold 
Vpon her fiJuer Anchor,as was meet; 
Elſe had his ſinnes fo great and manifold, 
Made him forget all that Fidelia told. 
In this diſtreſled doubtfull agonic, 
When him his deareſt Ya did behold, 
Diſdaining life, defiring leaueto die, 
She found her (cite aſlaild with great perplexitic. 


2 
And came to Celia to eek herſmart : 
Who,well acquainted with that commune plight, 
Which finfull horror works in wounded hart, 
Her wiſely comforted all that ſhe might, 
With goodly counſell and adviſement right ; 
And ſtraightway ſent with carefull Hligence 
Tofetch a Leach, thewhich had great inſight 
In that diſeaſe of gricued conſcience, 
And well could cure the ſame ; His name was Patience, 


24 
Who,comming to that ſoule-diſcaſed knight, 
Could hardly him intreat to tell his oricke : 
Which knowne, and all that noyd his heauie fpright, 
Well ſearcht, eftfoones he gan apply reliefe 
Of ſalues and med'cines, which Fe paſſing priefe, 
And thereto added words of wondrous mij oht: 
By which to eaſe he him recured briefe, 
And much aſfwag'd the paſſion of his pli ght, 


That he his paine endur'd, as ſeeming now morelight. 


25 
But yet the cauſe and roote of all his ill, 
Inward corruption, andinfected fin, 
Nor purg'd nor heald, behind remairied till, 
And feſtring tore did rankle yet within, 
Cloſe creeping twixt the marrow and the skin. 
Which to extirpe, he laid him priuily 
Downe in adark{ome lowely place farre in, 
Whereas he meanthis corroſiuesto apply, 
And with ſtrei& diettame his ſtubborne malady, 
26 
In aſhes and ſackcloth he did array 
His dainty corſe, proud humours to abate, 
Anddieted with faſting euery day, 
Theſwelling of his wounds to mit gate, 
And made himpray both early and cke late : 
And euer as ſuperfluous fleſh did rot, 
Amendement ready ſtill at hand did wait, 
To pluck it out with pincers firie hot, 
That ſoone in him was left no one corruptediot. 
27 
An bitter Penance, with an1ron whip, 
Was wont him onceto diſple euery day : 
And ſharpe Remorſe his hart did prick and nip, 
That drops of bloud thence like a well did play 
And ſad Repentance v{ed to embay, 
His body nfſaltwater ſmarting ſore, 
The filthy blots of finne to waſh away. 
So in ſhort ſpace they did to health reſtore 
The man that would not live, but carſtlay at deaths dore. 
28 
In which, his torment often was ſo great, 
Tharlike a Lyon he would cry and rore, 
And rend his fleſh, and his owne finewes ear. 
His owne deare Yna heating euermore 
His rucfull ſhrickes and gronings, often tore 
Her guiltlefle garments, and her golden haire, 
For pitty of hispaine and anguiſh fore; 
Yet all with patience wiſely the did beare; 


For well ſhe wiſt, his crime could elite beneuer cleare. 


Whom 
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Whom thus recouer'd by wile Patience, 
And true Repentance, they to Yna brought : 
Who toyous of his cured conſcience, 
Him dearely kiſt, and fairely cke beſought 
Himſelfe ro cheriſh, and conſuming thought 
Toput away out of his carefull breſt. 
By this, Chariſſa,latein child-bed brought, 
Was woxen ſtrong, andleftherfruitfull neſt; 


_ To her, faire Y»abrought this vnacquainted gueſt. 


| '. 30 
Shee was a woman in her freſheſt age, 
Of wondrous beauty, and of bountie rare, 
With goodly grace and comely perſonage, 
That was on earth not eafie to compare 3 
Fill of greatloue, but Cypids wanton ſnare 
As hellthe hated, chaſte in work and will; 
Her neck and breaſts were euer open bare, 
That aye thereof her babes mighrſuck their fill; 
Thereſt was all in yellow robes arraicd ſtill. 


I 
A multitude of babes tbeahrk er hong, 
Playing their ſports, thatioyd her to behold, 
Whem ſtillſhee fed, whiles they were weake and young, 
But thruſt them forth ſtill, as they wexed old : 
And on her head ſhee wore tyre of gold, 
Adornd with gemmes and owches wondrous faire, 
Whoſepaſſingprice vneath was to be told ; 
And by her ſidethereſatea gentlepaire 
Of Turtle doues, ſhee firting 1n an Iyorie chaire. 


* | 
The Knight and Yna nding, faire her greet, 
And bid herjoy of that her happy brood 
- Whothemrequites with court'lies ſeeming meet, 
And entertaines with friendly chearefull mood. 
Then Ynaherbeloughttobe lo good, | 
As 1n heryertuous rules to ſchoole her knight, 
Now after all his tormeat well withitood, 
In thatſad houſe of Penaunce, where his ſpright 
Had paſt the paines of hell, and long enduring night. 


She was rightioyous of threat requeſt, 
And taking by the han4 that Faeries ſonne, 
Gan him inſtrut in euery good beheſt, 
Of loue, and righteouſnefle, and well to donne, 
And wrath and hatred warily to ſhunne, 
That drew on men Gods hatred and his wrath, 
And many ſoules 1n dolours had fordonne: 
In which, when him ſhe well inſtructed hath, 
From thence to heauen ſhe teacheth him theready path. 


4 

Wherein his weaker nod ſteps to guide, 

An ancient Matroneſheto her does call, 

Whole ſober lookes her wiſedome well deſcride : 

Her name was Mercy, well knowne ouer all, 

To be both gracious, and eke]1berall : 

To whom the carefull charge ofhim ſhe gaue, 

Toleadaright, thathe ſhould neuer fall 

In all his wates through this wide worlds waue, 
That Mercy inthe end hus righteous ſoule might ſaue, 


—— 
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5 
The godly Matrone by the band him beares 
Forth from her prelence, by a narrow way, 
Scattred with buſhy thornes, and ragged breares, 
V Vhich {till before him ſhe remooy'd away, 
Thatnothing nught his ready paſſage ſtay : 
And euer when his feetencombred were, 
Or gan ro ſhrinke, or fromthe righr to ſtray, 
She held him faſt, and firmly did vpbeare, 
As carefull Nurſe her child from falling oft does reare. 
6 
Eftſoones vnto an holy Hofpitall, 
 Thatwasforeby the way, ſhee did him bring, 
In which ſeauen Bead-men, that had vowed all 
Their life to ſ{eruice of high heauens King, 
Did ſpend their dayesindooing godly thing : 
Their gates to all were open euermore, 
That by the wearie way were trauailing, 
And onefate waiting euer them before, 
To call in commers-by, thatneedy were and pore. 


The firſtofthemthat eldef? ng: and beſt, 
Of all the houſe had charge and gouernement, 
As Guardian and Steward of the reſt : 
His office was to giue entertainement 
And lodging, vato allthat came, and went: 
Not ynto ſuch, as could him feaſt againe, 
And double quitefor that he on them ſpent, 
But ſuch as want of harbour did conſtraine: :- » 
Thoſe for Gods ſake his dutie was to entertaine. 
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The ſecond was an Almner of the place: 

His office was, the hungry for to feed, 

And thriſty giue to drinke, a worke of grace : 

He feard not once himſelfe to be inneed, 

Ne car'd to hoord for thoſe, whom he did breed: 

The grace of God he laid vp ſtillin ſtore, 

Which as a ſtockehe leftynto his ſeed ; 

He had enough, what need him care for more? 
And had helefle, yet ſome he would giueto the pore. 


The third had of their Wardrobe cuſtodie, 
In which werenotrich tires, nor garments gay, 
Theplumes of pride, and wings of vanitie, 
But clothez meet to keepe keene cold away, 
And naked nature ſeemely to array ; 
With which, bare wretched wights hedaily clad, 
The images of God1nearthly clay ; 
And if that no ſpare clothes to giue he had, 

His owne coate he would cut, and it diſtribute glad. 
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The fourth appointed by his office was, 

Poorepriſoners to relicuc with gracious ayd, 

And captiues to redeeme with price of braſs, 

From Turkes and Sarazins, which them had ſtaid ; 

And though they faultie were, yet well he waid, 

That God to vs forgiueth cuery howre 

Much more then that why they in bands were layd, 

And he that harrow'd hell with heauie ſttowre, (bowre., 
The faultic ſoules from thence brought to his heauenlie 
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The fifthad charge, ficl: perlons to attend, 

' Andcomfortthole in point of death which lay; 
For, them moſt needethcomfortin the end, 
When fn, and hell, and death doe moſt diſmay 
The feeble ſoule departing hence away. | 
All 1s but loſt, thathuing we beſtowe, 

If notwellended at our dying day. 
O man ! haue mind of that laſt bitter throwe 3 

For, as the tree does fall, ſo lyes it euer lowe. 
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The fixt had charge of them now beeing dead, 
In ſeemely ſort their corſes to engraue, 
And deck with dainty flowres their bridall bed, 
That to their heauenly Spouſe both ſweet and braue 
They might appeare, when he their ſoules ſhall ſauce. 
The wondrous workmanſhip of Gods owne mould, 
Whoſeface he madeall beaſts to feare, and gaue 
All in his hand, cuen dead we honour ſhould. 

Ah deareſt God me grant, I dead benotdefould. 


Theſecauenth,now after Ps and bunall done, 
Had chargethe tender Orphans of the dead 
And widowes ayde; leaſt they ſhould be yndone: 
In face of Indgementhe theirright wouldplead, 
Ne oughtthepowre of mighty men did dread 
In their defence, nor would for gold or fee 
Be wonne their rightfull cauſes downeto tread: 
And when they ſtood in moſtneceſlirie, 

He did ſupply their want, and ganethem euer free. 

There when theElfin Kni Le ackined Was, 
The firſt and chiefeſt 6 the ſeauen, whoſe care 
Was gueſts to welcome, towardshim did pals : 
Where, ſeeing Mercy, thathis ſteps vp bare, 
And alwaies led, to her with reverencerare 
He humbly louted in meeke lowelineſle, 
And ſeemly:welcome for her did prepare: 
For, of their Order ſhee was Patronefle, 

Albe Char:ſſa were their chiefeſt Foundereſle. 
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There ſhe awhile him ſtaies, himſclfeto reſt, 
Thattothe reſt moreablehe might be: 
During which time, in euery good beheft, 
And godly worke of Almes and chariree, 
She him-inſtruted with great induſtree; 
Shortly therein ſo perfect he became, 
That from the firſt vnto the laſt OS; 
His morrtall life he learned had to frame 

In holierighteouſneſſe, withoutrebuke or blame. 
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Thence forward, by that painefull way they paſs, 
Forth to an hill that was both ſteepe and tie 3 
On top whereof a ſacred Chappell was, 
Andcke alittle Hermitage thereby, 
Wherein an aged holy man did lie, 
That day and night ſaid his deuotion, 
Ne other worldly buſineſs did apply ; 
His name was heauenly Contemplation; 
Of Godand goodneſle was his meditation. 


47 
Great gracethat old manto him giuen had 3 
For God he often ſaw from heauens highr. 
All were his earthly eyen both blunt and bad, 
And through greatage had loſt their kindly fight, 
Yer wondrous quick and perceant was his {pright, 
As Eagles eye, that can behold the funne : 
That hill they ſcale with all their powre and might, 
That his fraile thighes nigh wearie and fordonne 


Ganfule ; but by her help the top arlaſt he wonne: 
$ 


There they doefind that pod aved Sire, 
With ſnowy locks adowne [is ſhoulders ſhed, 
As hoariefroſt withſpangles doth attire 
The molly branches of an Oakehalfe dead. 
Each bone mightthrough his body well bered, 
And euery finew ſeene through his long faſt : 
For, mn he car'd his carcaſle long ynfed; 
His mind wasfull of fpirituall repaſt, 
Andpyn'd his fleſh, to keepe his body lowe and chaft, 


49 
Who, whentheſetwo approching he eſpide, 
At their firſt preſence grew agricued ſore, 
That forc't him lay his heauenly thoughts afide ; 
And had henotthar Dame reſpe&ted more, 
Whom highly he did reuerence and adore, 
He would not once hauemouedfor the Knight, 
They himſaluted ſtanding farre fore ; 
Who well themgreeting, humbly did requight, 
And asked to what end they clomb that tedious height, 
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Whatend (quoth ſhe) ſhould cauſe ys take ſuch paine, 
But that ſame end, which euery living wight 
Should makehis marke, high heauen to atraine 2 
Is notfrom hence the way, thatleadethrighr 
To thatmoſt glorious houſe, that gliſtrer bright 
With burning ſtarres, andeuer-liuing fire, 
Whereof the keyes are tothy hand behighr 

By wiſe Fidelia? ſhee doth thee require, 

To frei it to this Knight, according his defire. 
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Thrice happy man, ſaid then the father grave, 
Whoſe ſtaggering my_ thy ſteady hand doth lead, 
And ſhewes the way, his finfull ſoule to ue: 
Who better can the way to heauen areade, 
Then thou thy felfe, that was both borne and bred 
In heauenly throne, where thouſand ON _ ; 
Thou dooft the prayers of the righteous ſe 
Preſcentbefore the Maicſtie diuine, 

And his avenging wrath to clemencie incline. 


2 | 
Yetfith thou bidſt, thy lidiire ſhall be donne. 
Then come thou man of earth, and ſee the way 
That neuer ” was ſcene of Feries ſonne, 
That neuer leads the trauailer aſtray; 
But,after labours long, and (ad delay, 
Brings them to itoyous reſtand endleſie bliſs, 
But,firſt,thou maſt a ſeaſon faſt andpray, 
Till from her bands the fpright afſoiled is, 
Andhauc - ſtrength recur dfromfraile infirmitis. 


That 
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Hante X, 


That done, he leads him os higheſt Mount; 
Such one, as that ſame mighty man of God, 
That bloud-red billowes like a walled front 
On either fide diſparted with his rod, 
Till that his army dry-foot through them yod, 
Divelt fortie dates vpon;; where, writin ſtone 
With bloudy letters by the hand of God, 
The bitter doome of death and balefull mone 

He cid receiue, whiles flaſhing fire about hum ſhone. 
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Or like that ſacred hill, whoſehead full hie, 

Adornd with fruitfull Oliues all around, 

Is, as it were for endlefle memory 

Of that deare Lord, who oft thereon was found, 

For euer with aflowring girlond crownd : 

Orlike that pleaſant Mount, that is for ay 

Through famous Poets verſe each where renownd, 

On whuch the thrice three learned Ladies play 
Their heauenly notes, and make full many a louely lay. 


From thence, farre off he oy him did ſhew 
*Alittle path, that was both ſteep and long, 
Which toa goodly Citie led his view ; 
Whoſe wals and towres were builded high and ſtrong 
Of pearle and precious ſtone, that carthly tong 
Cannot deſcribe, nor wit of man can tell ; 
Too high a ditty for my ſimple ſong ; 
The Citie of the great King hightit well, 
Wherein eternall peace and happinefle doth dwell. 
6 


As he thereon ſtood gazing, he might ſee 
The bleſled Angels to and fro deſcend | 
From higheſt heauen, in gladſome companec, 
And with great ioy into that Citie wend, 
As commonly as friend does with his friend. 
Whereat he wondred much, and gan enquere, 
What ſtately building durſt ſo high extend 
Her loftie towres ynto the ſtarry Sphere, 

And whatvoknowne nation there empeopled were. 
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Faire Knight (quoth he) Hieryſalemthatis, 
The new Hieruſalem, that God has built, 
For thoſe to dwell-in that are choſen his, 
His choſen people, purg'd from ſinfull guilt, 
With pittious bloud , which cruclly was pile 
On curled tree, of that vnſpotted Lam, 
That for the ſinnes of all the world was kilt : 
Now are they Saints all inthat Citie ſam, 
More deare vnto their God, then yourglings to their dam, 
8 


5 
Till now, faid then the Knight, Iweened well, 
Thatgreat Cleopolis, where I haue been, 
In which that faireſt Faerie Queexe doth dwell 
The faireſt Citic was, that might be ſeene ; 
And thatbrighttowre all builr of cryſtall clecne, 
Panthea, ſeem'd the brighteſt thing that was : 
Butnow by proofeall otherwiſe I weene ; 
For, this great Cirie, that does farre ſurpaſs, (glaſs. 
And this bright Angels towre , quite dims that towre of 


59 
Moſt true, then ſaid the holy aged man; '-* 


Yetis Cleopols, for earthly ame, {OLTION DIE. 
T he faireſt peece, that eye beholden can #1 1115/2 nt 
And well beſeemes all Knights ofnoblename,' 
That couetin th'immortall booke of fame'!--! 1 i 
To beeternized, thatſameto haunt, : ./iol 111 | -: 77 
And doen their ſeruice tothatſoueraigneDame, 
That glorie does to them for guerdon graunt:-.. 
For, thee is heauenly borne, and heauen may juſtly yaune. 
60 
And thou faire imp, ſprung out fromEngzliſhrace, 
How euer now accounted Elfins ſonng, -: - 
Well worthy doeſtthy ſeruice for her grace, 
To aydeavirgin deſolateforedonne. . .. - 
But, when thou famous victoriehaſt wonne, 
And high emongſt all Knights haſthung thy ſhie!d, 
Thence-forth the ſuit ofearthly conqueſt ſhonne, - 
And waththy hands from guilt of bloudy field : | 
For, bloud can nought bur ſin, & warres but ſarowes yield, 
Gx : 
Then ſeeke this path, that I to theepreſage,: 
you after all to mo—_ ſhall thee ſend ; 
Then peaceably thy painefull pilerimaee 
To dd rok Hieewf alem rica bend, I 
Where is for thee ordaind a bleſſed end : 
For, thou emongſt thoſe Saints, whom thou dooſt ſee, 
Shalt be a Saint,and thine owne nations friend | 
And Patrone: thouSaint Georgeſhalt called bee, 
Saint George of mery England, he figne of victory. 
6 


2 
Vaoworthy wretch (quoth _ of ſo great grace, 
How dare I thinke ſuch glory to attaine > 
Theſe that haue it attaind, were in like caſe 
(Quoth he) as wretched, andliv'd in hkepaine. 
But deeds of armes muſt I at laſt be faine, 
And Ladies loue to leave, fodearely bought > 
What necd of armes, where peace doth ay remaine 
(Said he) and battailes none are to be fought? 
As for looſe loues are vaine, and vaniſh into nought. 
6 
O!letmenot(quoth he)@curotagaine 
Back to the world, whoſe ioyes ſo fruitleſle are; 
But letmeheere for aye in peaceremaine, 
Or ſtraight way on that laſt long voyagefare, 
That nothing may my preſenthope empare. 
That may not be (ſaid he) ne maiſt thou yit 
Forgoe that royall maides bequeathed care, 
Who did her cauſcinto thy hand commir, 
Till fromher curſed foe thou haue her freely quit. 
64 
Then ſhall I ſoone (quoth he)ſo God me grace, 
Abet that virgins cauſe diſconſolate, 
And ſhortly mk returne ynto this place, 
To walke this way in Pilgrims poore eſtate. 
But now aread, old father, why of late | 
Didſt thou behight me borne of Engliſh blood, | 
Whom all a Faeries ſonne doen nominate ? | 
That word ſhallI (faid he) ayouchen good, 7 
Sith to thee is vaknowne the cradle of thy brood. . | 
ar 
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For well Iwote, thou ſpringſt from ancientrace 
Of Saxon Kings, that haue with mighty hand 
And many bloudy battailes fought in place, 
High rear'd their royall throne 1n Britane land, 
And vanquiſhtthem, vnable to withſtand : 
From thence a Faery thee vnweeting reft, 
There as thou ſleptſt intender ſwadling band, 
And her baſe Elfin brood there for thee left. 


Such,men do Changelings call,ſo chang'd by Faeries theft. 
66 


Thence ſhee thee branght into this Faerie lond, 
Andinan Wh" did thee hide; 
Where, thee a Ploughman all vaweeting fond, 
As he his toileſome teame that way did guide, 
And brought thee vp in ploughmans ſtate to bide, | 
Whereof Georgos he thee gaueto name; 
Till prickt a. courage, and thy forces prices 
To Facry Court thou cam'ſtto ſeek for fame, 


And proue thy puiſlant armes, asſcemes thee beſt became. 


AA 
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I 
Igh timenow gan it wexfor Ynafaire, 
To thinke of thoſe her captiue Parents deare, 
And their forwaſted kingdome torepaire : 
Whereto when as they now approched neare, 
With harty words her Knight ſhe gan 7p cheare, 
And in her modeſt manner thus beſpake; 
Deare knight, as deare as euer Knight was deare, 
That all theſe ſorrowes ſuffer for my ſake, 
High heauen behold the tedious toyle ye for me take. 
2 


Now are we come vnto my natiue ſoyle, 
And to theplace where all our perils dwell ; 
Heere haunts that fiend, and does his daily ſpoyle, 
Therefore henceforth be at your keeping well, 
And euer ready for your focman fell. 
The ſparke of noble courage now awake, 
And ſtrive your excellent ſelfe to excel! ; 
Thar ſhall ye euermorerenowmed make 
Aboue all knights on earth, that battaile yndertake. 
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67 
© holy Sire (quoth he) how ſhall Iquight 


The many tauours I with thee haue found, 

That haſt my name and nation red ariohr, 

And taught the way that does to heauen bound » 

This ſaid, adowne helooked to the ground, 

To hauereturn'd, butdazed were his eyne 

Through paſſing brightnefſe,which did quite confound 


His feeble ſenſe, and too exceeding ſhine. 


So darke are carthly things compar'd to things divine. 


Atlaſt, when as himſelfc he ganto find, 


To Yna back he caſt him to retire; 

Who him awaited ſtill with penſiue mind. 

Great thanks and goodly meed, to that good fire, 
He thence departing gaue for his paines hire. 

So came to Yna, who him ioy'd to ſee, 

Andafter little reit, gan him defire, 

Of her adventure mindful] for to bee. 


So leaue they take of Celia, and her daughters three. 
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3 
And pointing forth, lo, yonder is (ſaid ſhe) 


The brafen towre, in which my parents deare 

For dread of that huge fiend impriſond be, 
Whom I from far, ſee on the walls appeare, 
Whoſe fight my feeble ſoule doth greatly cheare : 
And oa the top of all, I doe eſpy 

The watchman waiting, tydings glad to heare, 
That (0 my parents) mightI happily 


Vato you bring, to eaſe you of your miſery. 


4 
With that, they heard a roaring hideous ſound, 


That all the ayre with terrour filled wide, 

And ſeem'd vneath to ſhake the ſtedfaſt ground. 
Eftſoones that dreadfull Dragon they elpide, 
Where ſtretcht he lay vpon the ſunny fide 

Of a great hill, bimiclf: like 2 great hill. 


But all ſo ſoone, as he from farre deſcride 
Thoſe gliſtring armes, that heauen with light did fill, 


Herous'd imſelfe full blithe, and haſtned them ynt!ll. 
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Then bade the Knight this Lady yede aloofe, 
And to an hill her ſelfe with-drawe afide, 
From whence ſhe might behold that batrailes proofe, 
And cke beſafe from danger far deſcride: 
She him obayd, and turnd alittle wide. 
Now, © thou ſacred Muſe, moſtlearned Dame, 
Fare Impe of Phebus, and his aged bride, 
The Nurſe of time, and euerlaſting fame, 

That warlike hands ennobleſt with immorrtall name 

6 

Ogently comeinto my feeble breſt, 
Come gently, but not with that rughty rage, 
Where-with the Martiall troupes thou doclt infeſt, 
And harts of great Heroes doeſt enrage, 
That noughttheir kindled courage may aflwage; 
Soone as thy dreadfull trumpe begins toſound”, 
The God of warre with his fierce equipage 
Thou dooſt awakeyſlecpe neuer he ſo ſound, 

And feared Nations dooſt with horrour ſterne aſtound. 


7 
Faire Goddeſle lay that furibus fit aſide, 
Till I of warres and bloudy Marsdoe ing, 
And Briton fields with Sarazin bloud bedide, 
T wixt that great Faery Queene and Paynim Kang, 
That with their horrour heauen and earth did ring, 
A worke of labour long, and endleſ{epraiſe: | 
But,now awhile let downe that haughty ſtring, 
And to my tunes thy ſecond tenorraiſc, | 
ThatIthis man of God his godly armes may blaze. 


By this,the dreadfull Beaſt drew nigh to hand, 
Halfc flying, and halfe footing 1n his haſte, 
Thatwith Pr largeneſle meaſured much land, 
And made wideſhadowe vnder his huge waſte ; 
As mountaine doth the yalley ouercaſt., 
Approching nigh, hereared high afore 
His body monſtrous, horrible, andvaſt, 
Which (toincreaſehis wondrous greatneſſemore) 
Was ſwolne with wrath, and poyſon,and with bloody gore. 


And ouer, all with brazen " OR wasarmn'd, 
Like plated coate of ſteele, ſo couched neare, 
Thatnoughtmotepearce, ne might his corſe beharm'd 
With dint of Fyord, nor puſh of pointed ſpeare 
Which asan Eagle, ſceing prey appeare, 
His aery plumes doth rouze, full rudely dight, 
So ſhakd he, that horrour was to heare : 
For, as theclaſhing ofan Armour brighr, 
Such noyſe his rouzed ſcales did {end ynto the Knight. 
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His flaggy wings when forth he did diſplay, 

Werelike two ſayles, in which the hollow wind 

Ts gathered full, and worketh ſpeedy way: 

Andeke the pennes that did his pineons bind, 

Werelike maine-yards,with flying canvas lin'd ; 

With which, whenas himliſt the ayre to beat, 

And there by force vnwonted paſſage find, 

The cloudes before him fled for terrour great, 
And all the heauens ſtood ſtill amazed with his threar. 


II 

His huge long taile, wound vp in hundred folds, 
Does overſpred his long braſs-ſcaly back: 
VVholewreathed ra. when euer he vnfolds, 
And thick entangled knots adowne does flack 
Beſpotted all with ſhields of red and black, 
It ſweepeth all the Land behind him farre, 
And of three furlongs does bur little lack;; 
Andat the point two ſtings in-fixed arre, 

Both deadly ſharp, that ſharpeſt ſteele exceeden'farre. 


I2 
But ſtings and ſharpeſt ſteele did fur exceed 
The tharpnefle of his cruell rending clawes; 
Dead was it ſure, as ſure as death in deed, 
Whar euer thing docs touch his rauenouspawes, 
Or what within his reacli he euer drawes. 
But,his moſthideous head, my tongueto tell 
Does tremble : for, his deepe denouring iawes 
Wide gaped, like the griefly mouth ofhell, 
Through which into hisdarke abyfle all rauin fell. 
I 
And that more wondrous _ in eitherjawe 
Three ranks of iron tecth enranged were, | 
In which, yet trickling bloud and oobbets rawe 
Oflate deuoured bodies did appeare, 
Thatſight thereof bred cold congealed feare : 
(> Which co increaſe, and allattonceto kill, 
A cloude of fmoothering ſmoake and ſulphur ſcare 
Our of his ſtinking-gorge forth ſteemed ſtill, | 
Thirallthe ayreabour with ſmoake and ſtench did fill. | 
dRYE\y I4 | 
His blazigg eyes, like two bright ſhining ſhields, 
bh. DidÞurne with wrath; and ſparkled living fire : 


» 


..* 7 Astwo broad Beacons, ſet in open fields, 


Send forth their flames farre off to euery Shire, 
. And warning gue, that enemies conſpire, h 
Witftfire and ſword the region to invade; 
Soflam'd his eynewithrage andrancorous ire: 
Barfarre within, as in a holloweglade, | 
Thoſe glaring lamps wereſet, that made a dreadfull ſhade. 
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So dreadfully he towards king did paſs, 

Forelifting vp aloft his ſpeckled breſt, 

And often bounding on the bruſed graſs, 

As for greatioyance of his new-come gueſt. 

Efrſoones he gan advance his haughry creſt, 

As chauffed Bore his briſtles doth vpreare, 

And ſhooke his ſcales to battellreadydreſt; 

That made the Rederoſſe Knight nigh quake for feare, 
As bidding bold defiance to his toeman neare. 


16 
The Knight gan fairely couch his ſteady ſpeare, 
And fiercely ranne at him with rigorous might : 
The pointed ſteele arrmin dey theare, 
Has harder hide would neither pearce nor bight, 
But glauncing by forth paſſed forwardright; 
Yetſoreamooued with ſo puillantpuſh, 
The wrathfull beaft about him turned light, 
And him ſo rudely paſſing by, did bruſh 
With his long taile,thar horſe & man to ground did _ 
Bo 
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17 

Both horſe and man vp lightly roſe againe, 
And freſh encounter towards ham addreſt : 
But th'idle ſtroke yet back recoild in vaine, 
And found no place his deadly pointto reſt. 
Excceding rage enflam'd the turious beaſt, 
To be avenged of fo great deſpight; 
For, neuer felt his imperceable breſt 
So wondrous force from hand of liuing wight; 


Yet had he proy'd the powre of many a puiflant knight. 
18 


Then with his wauing wings diſplayed wide, 
Himſelfevp high helifred from the grocnd, 
And with ſtrong flight did forcibly diuide 
The pong aire, whichnigh too feeble found 
Her flitting parts, and elementynſound, 
To beareſo great a weight: he cutting way 
With his broad {ailes, about him ſoared round: 
Atlaſt, lowe ſtouping with vaweldie ſway, 
Snatcht vp both hor{eand man, to beare them quite away. 


19 
Long he them bore aboue the ſubieR Plaine, 
So farre as Ewghen bowea ſhaft may ſend, . 
Till trugling ſtrong did himat laſt conſtraine, 
Toletthem downe before his flightes end : 
As hagard Hauke, preſuming to contend 
WithYardic fowle, abouc his able might, 
His wear1epounces-all in yaine doth ſpend, 
To truffle the prey too heauie for his fight; = (fight. 
Which comming downe to ground, does tree itſelfe by 
o 


20, 
Hee ſodiſſeized ofhis gryping grofle, 
The Knight his thrillant _ againe aſſaid 
In his braſs-plated body to embolle, 
And three mens ſtrength vnto the ſtroke helaid; 
Where-withthe ſt:ffe beame quaked, as affraid, 
And glauncing from his ſcaly neck, did glide 
Cloſe vnder his leftwing, then broad dilplaid.- | 
The peaxcing ſteele there wrought a wound full wide, 
That with the vacouth ſmart the Monſter loudly cride. 
21 
Hee cryde, as raging ſeas arewontto rore, 
When wintry ſtorme his wrathfull wreck does threat, 
The rolling billowes beat theragged ſhore, 
As they the earth would ſhoulderfrom her ſeate, 
And greedy gulfe does gape, as hewould eat 
His neighbourelementin his revenge : 
Then gin the bluſtring brethren bollly threat, 
To moue the world from off his ſtedfaſt henge, 
And boyſtrous battell make, each other to avenge. 


22 
The ſteely head ſtuck fait ſhll in his fleſh, 

Till with his cruell clawes he ſnatcht the wood, 

And quite aſunder broke. Forth flowed freſh 

A guſhing river of black goarie blood, 

That drowned all the land whereon he ſtood ; 

The ſtreame thereof would drive a water-mill. 

Trebly augmented was his furious mood 

With bitter ſenſe of his deeperooted ill, | 
Thar flames of fire he threw forgh fromhis large noſerhrill. 


2 
His hideous taile then kited he abour, 
And there-with all enwrapt the mmble thyes 
Of his froth-fomie ſteed, whoſe courage ſtout 
Striuing to looſe the knor, that faſt him ryes, 
Himlſelte in ſtraighter bands toorath i mplyes, 
That to the ground he jsperforce conſtrand 
Tothrowe his rider: who can quickly riſe 
From off the earth, with durty bloud diitaing; 
For, that reprochefull fall rtphe fouly he difdaind : 


2 
And fiercely tooke his adn bladein hand, 

With which he ſtrooke fo furious and fo fell, 

That nothing ſeemd the puiflance could withſtand : 

Vpon his creſt the hardned ironfell, 

But his more hardned creſt was armd fo well, 

That deeper dint therein it would not make; 

Yetſo extreamely did the buffe him quell, 

That from thenceforth he ſhund the hike to take, 
But when he ſaw them come, he did them ſtill forſake, 


2 
The knightwas wroth to ſee his ſtroke beguil'd, 
And ſ\moteaguainewith more outrageous might; 
But backe againe the ſparkling ſteele recoild, 
And leftnot any marke where it did light; 
As ifin Adamantrock ithad been pighr. 
The beaſt impatient of his ſmarting wound, 
And of ſo fierce and forcible defpi br, 
Thought with his wings to ſtye x was the ground; 
But his late wounded wing vnſcruiceable found. 
| 26 
Then full of griefe and anguiſhyehement, 
Heloudly brayd, that ke was neuer heard, 
And from his wide deuouring oven ſent 
A flake of fire, that flaſhing in his beard, 
Him all amaz'd, and almoſt made affeard: 
Theſcorching flameſore finged all his face, 
And through his armour all bis body ſeard, 
That he could not endure fo cruell caſe, 
But thought his armes toleaue, and helmet to vnlace. 
27 
Not that great Champion of theantique world, 
Whom famous Poets verſe ſo much doth daunt, 
And hath fortwelue huge labours high extold, 
So many furies and ſharp firs did baunt, 
When him the poyſoned garment did enchaunt 
With Centauresbloud, and bloudie verſes charm'd, 
As did this knight twelue thouſand dolours daunt, 
Whom firie ſteele now burnt, thatearſt him arm'd, 
Tharerſt him goodly arm'd, now moſt of all him harm's. 


28 
Faint, weary, ſore, emboyled, grieued, brent 
With heate, toyle, wounds, armes, ſmart, & inward fire 
That neuer man ſuch miſchiefes did torment; 
Death better were, death did he oft defire : 
But death will neuer come when needs require. 
Whom lo diſmaid when that his foe beheld, 
He caſt to ſuffer himno morereſpire, 
But gan his ſturdie ſterne about to weld, 
And himſo — ſtrooke, thatto the ground him feld. 
2. It 
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{an XI. 


2 

It fortuned (as faire it then befell) 
Behind his back (vnweeting) where he ſtood, 
Of auncient time there was a ſpringing Well, 
From which faſt trickled forth a filver flood, 
Full of greatvertues, and for med'cine good. 
Whylome, before that curſed Dragon got 
Thar happy Land, and all with innocentblood 
Defil'd thoſe ſacred waues, it rightly hot 

The well of Life : ne yet his vertues had forgot. 


fo) 
For, yato life the dead it FRY" reſtore, 
And guiltof ſfinfull crimes cleane waſh away 3 
Thoſe that with ficknefle were infee | ſore, 
It could recure, and aged long decay 
Renew, as it were borne that very day. 
Both Silo this, and 1ordan did excell, 
And th'Engliſh Bath, and cke the german Spas, 
Ne can Cephiſe, nor Hebras match this Well : 
[nto the ſame;the knight (bacRoyerthrowen)fell. 


- I 
Now gan the golden Phabu for to ſteepe 
His fienc face in billowes of the Weſt, 
And his faint ſtecds watred in Occandeep, 
Whiles from their journall labours they did reſt; 
When that infernall Monſter, hauing keſt 
His weary foc into that liuing Well, 
Can high adyaunce his broad diſcoloured breſt 
Aboue his wonted pitch, with countenance fell, 
And clapt his iron wings, as Vittor he did dwell. 


2 

Which when his penſiue Latie ſaw from farre, 
Greatwoe and ſorrow did her ſoule aflay, 
As weening that the ſad end of the warre, 
And gan to higheſt God entirely pray, 
That feared hamce from her to turne away 3 
With folded hands and knees full lowely bent 
All night ſhe watcht,ne once adowne would lay 
Her dainty limbs in herſad dreriment, 


But praying ſtill did wake, and waking did lament. 


The morrow next gan ol appeare, 

That T:tanrole torunnc his daily race; 
But early cre the morrow next gan reare 
Out of the ſea faire Titans deawy face, 
Vp roſe the gentle virgin from her place, 
And looked all about, if ſhee might ſpy 
Her loued knightto mouc his manly pale ; 
For, ſhee had great doubt of his ſafety, 

Since late ſhe ſaw um fall before his enemy. 


4 

Atlaſtſhe ſaw, where he el brae 
Out of the Well, wherein he drenchedIay; 
As Eagle freſh out of the Ocean waue, 
Wherche hath left his plumes al! hoary gray, 
And deckt himſelfe with feathers youthly gay, 
Like Eyas hauke vp mounts vnto the skies, 
His newly budded pincons to oy. 
And maruailes at hamſfeltfe, ſtill as he flies : 


So newgthis new-borne knight to batteU new did rife. 


35 
Whom, when the damned tiend ſofreſh did ſpy, 
No wonder if he wondred at the ſight, 
And doubted, whether his late enemy 
It were, or other new ſupplied knight, 
He, now to proue his late renewed might, 
High brandiſhing his brightdeaw-burning blade, 
Vpon his creſted {calpe fo {ore did ſmite, 
Thatto theskull a yawning woundit made: 


The deadly dint his dulled ſenſes all-diſmaid. 
6 


I wote not, whetherthereuenging ſtecle 

Were hardned with that holy water dew 

Wherein he fell, or ſharper edge did feele, 

Or his baptized hands now greater grew; 

Or other ſecret vertuedid enlew ; | 

Elſe, neuer could theforce of fleſhly arme, 

Ne molten mertall in his blou4 embrew : 

For, till that ſtound could neuer wight him harme, 
By ſubtiltie, nor ſlight, nor might, nor mighty charme. 


7 
The cruell wound enraged fam ſo ſore, 
Thatloudhe yelled forex ceeding paine ; 
As hundred ramping Lyons feem'd to rore, 
Whom rauenous hunger did thereto conftraine : 
Then gan hetofle aloft his ſtretched traine, 
And there-with ſcourgethe buxome ayreſo fore, 
That to his forceto yeeldenit was faine; 
Ne ought his ſturdie ſtrokes mght ſtand afore, 
That high trees ouerthrew, and rocks in peeces tore: 


8 

The ſame adyauncing hi eee his head, 
With ſharp intended ingſo rude him ſmor, 
Thatto the earth hini droue, as ſtriken dead; 
Neliuing _ would haue him life behot: 
The morrall ſting his angry needle fhor *- 
Quitethrough his ſhield, and in his ſhoulder ſeald, 
Wherefaſtitſtuck, ne would there out bepot : 
The griefe thereof hum wondrous fore diſexld, 

Ne mighthis ranklivg paine with patience beappeaſd. 


But yet more mindfull of bis honour deare, 
Then of the grieuous ſmart which him did wring, 
From loathed ſoile he can him lightly reare, 
And ſtroue to looſethe farre infixed ſtring : 
Which when in vanne he ride with ſtruggeling, 
Inflam'd with wrath, his raging blade he hefr, 
And ſtrookeſo ſtrongly, that the knotty ſting 
Of his hugetailehe quite in ſunder cleft, 
Fiue ioynts thereof he hew'd, and butthe ſtamp him left, 
49 | 
Hart cannotthink, what outrage, and what cryes, 
With foule enfouldred ſmoake and flaſhing fire, 
Thehell-bred beaft threw forth vnto the skyes "Us 
That all was coucred with darkneſle dire : 
Then fraughtwith rancour, and engorged ire, 
He caſtatonce him to avenge for al, 
And gathering vp himſelfe out of the mire, 
With his vneuen wings did fiercely fall 
Vpon his ſfunpe-brighr Ni c14,and grip'tirfaft withall. 4 
Muc 
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- aq 
Much was the than encombred with his hold, 
In feare toloſe his weapon in his paw, 
Ne wiſt yet how his talants tovnfold; 
Nor harder was from Cerberus greedie iaw 
Topluck 8 _— go oo _ cruell claw 
To reaue eneth the gnped gage away : ' 
Thrice he aid 7, ms hf 20 raw, p 
And thrice in vaine to draw it did aflay, 
It booted noughtto thinke, to robbe him of his pray. 
42 
Tho when he ſaw no power mightpreuaile, 
His truſty ſword he caldto his laſt ad, 
Where-with he fiercely did his foe affaile, 
And double blowes abour him ſtoutly laid, 
That glauncang fire out of the iron _ 
As ſparkles from the andvile vſeto fly, | 
When heauic hammers on the wedge areſwaid; 
There-with at laſt hc forc'thim to vntie 
One of his graſping feet, him to defend thereby. 


| 4 
The other foot faſt fixed on fs ſhield, 


When as no ſtrength nor ſtrokes mote him conſtraine 


To loofe, ne yet the warlikepledgeto yield, 

He ſmorethereat with all his might and maine, 

That noughtſo wondrous puiſlance mightſuitaine 

Vpon the toynt the lucky ſteele did light, 

And made ſuch way,thathew'd it quite in twaine 

The paw yctmiſled nothis miniſht might, | 
But hung ſtill on the ſhield, as it at firſt was pight. 


44 
For griefe thereof, and diucliſh deſpight 

From his infernall fournace forh be threw 
Huge flames,thatdimmed all the heauens light, 
Enrold in duskiſh ſmoake and brimſtone blew 3 
As burning Aetna from his boyling ſtew 
Doth belch out flames, and rocks in peeces broke, 
And ragged nbs of mountaines molten new, 
Enwrapt1n colcblack clouds and filthy ſmoke, 


That all eLand with ſtench, & heauen with horror choke. 


4 
The heate whereof,and hence peſtilence, 
So fore him noyd, that forc't himto retire 
A little backward for his beſt defence, 
To ſauehis body from the ſcorching fire, 
Which he from helliſh cntrailes did expire. 
It chaunc't (eternall God that chaunce did guide) 
As herecoyled backward,in the mire 
His nigh forwearicd feeble feet did lide, 
And downe hefell, with dread of ſhame ſore terrifide. 


46 
There grew a goodly trec him faire beſide, 
' Loaden with fruit and apples roſie red, 
As they in pure Vermilion had been dide, 
Whereof great vertues ouer all werered: 
For,happy life to all which thereon fed, 
And lif. Pie cuerlaſting did befall : 
Great God itplantedin that bleſſed ſted 
With his almighty hand, and did it call 
The Tree of Life,the crime of our firſtfathers fall. 


In all the world like was ey be found, 
Saue 1n that ſoile, where all 900d things did grove, 
And frecly ſprong out of the fruittull ground, 
As incorrupted Nature did them towe, 
Till that dread Dragon all did ovetthrowe. 
Another like faire tree eke orew thereby, 
Whereof whoſo 1d car, eftfoones did knowe 
| Both goodandill : O mournefull memory! 
Tharttreethrough one mans fault hath done ys all to die. 


8 

From thatfirſttree forth fow'd, as from a Well, 
A trickling ſtreame of Balme, moſt ſoucraine . 
And daintie deare, which on the ground till fell, 
And ouerflowed all the fertill Plaine, 
As it had deawed been with timclyraine : 
Life and long health that gracious oyntment gave, 
And deadly wounds conldbeate, and reare againe 
The ſenſelefle corſe appointed for the Graue. 

Into thatlame hefell: which did from death hum fue, 


For nigh thereto the euer a beaſt 
Durſtnor ppm. forhe was deadly made, 
Andall thatlife preſerued, did deteſt: 
Yet heit oftadyentur'd to invade. 
By this, the drouping day-light ganto fade, 
And yceld his roome to ſad ſucceedin night, 
Who with herfable mantle gan to hat: 
The face of carth, and waics of liuing wight, 

And high her burning torchſer vp in heauen bright. 


(9) 
When gentle Ynaſaw the whoas fall 
Of herdeare knight, who weary of long fight, 
And faint through loſſe of bloud, mooy'd notar all, 
But lay asina dreame of deepe delight, 
Beſmeard with precious Balme, whoſe vertuous might 
Did heale his wounds, and ſcorching heate al1y, 
Aoaine ſhee ſtriken was with fore attright, 
And for his ſafetie gan deuoutly pray; 
And watch the noyous night, and waitfor ioyous day. 
I 


Theioyous day gan early R. appeare, 
And faire Aurora from her deawy bed 
Of aged Tithone gan herfſelfetoreare, 
Withrofie cheekes, for ſhameas bluſhing red; 
Her golden locks for haſte were looſely ſhed 
Abouthercares, when F:4 her did mark 
Climbeto her charer, all with flowers ſpred ; 
From heauen high ro chaſe the cheareleſſedar, 
With merry noteher loud falutes the mounting Lark. 


(2 

Then freſhly vp aroſe the doughty knight, 

All healed of his hurts and woundez wide, 

And did himſelfe to batrell ready dight; 

Whoſe early foe awaiting him beſide 

To hauedeuour'd,fo ſoone as day heſpide, 

When now he ſaw himſfelfe fo freſhly reare, 

As if late fight had noughthim danmnifide, 

He woxe diſmaid, and gan his fate to feare ; 
Nathlefle, with wonted rage he im advaunced neare. 


E 4 And 
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52 So downe he fell, as an hugerockie clift, 

Andin his firſt encounter, gaping wide, Who(c falſe foundation waues haue wafht away, 
Hee thoughtattonce him to haue ſwallowd quight, With dreadfull poyſe1s from the maine Jand rift, 
AnJjruſht ypon him with outrageous pride; And rolling downe, great Neptune doth diſmay ; 
Who him rencountriog fierce, as haukein flight, So downe he fell, and like an heaped mountaine lay. 
Perforce rebutted back. The weapon bright, 55 | 
Taking adyantage of his open jaw, The Knight himfelfe cuen trembled ar his fall, 

Ran through his mouth with ſo importune might, So huge and horrible a muſle it ſeem'd ; 
Thar deepe empearc't his darkſome hollow maw, And his deare Ladie,that beheld it all, 
And back retyr'd, his life bloud forth withall did drawe. Durſt not approche for dread, which ſhe mifdeem'd: 
54 But yetat laſt, when as the direfull feend 

Sodownehe fell, and forth his life did breath, She ſaw not ſtirre, off-ſhaking vaine affright, 

Thatvaniſhrtinto ſmoake and cloudes ſwift ; She nigher drew, and ſaw thatzoyous end : 

So downe hefell, thatth'earth him vaderneath Then God ſhe prayſd, and thankther fairhfall knight, 

Did groanc, as feeble ſo great loade to lift; Thar had atchieu'd ſo greata conqueſt by his might. _ 


Canto X II. 


FaireVna to the Redcroſſe knight 
betrothed s with ioy : 

Though falſe Dueſſa it to barre 
her falſe ſleights doe imploy. 
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I Which when as true by tryall he outfound, 
24g Ehold, Ice the Hauen nigh at hand, He bade to open wide his brazen pate, 
2” To which I meane my wearie courſe to bend; Whichlong time had been ſhut, and out of hond 
JR Vere the maine ſhete, & beare vp with theland, Proclaimed ioy and peace through all his State ; 

MAES & Thewhich afore is fairely to be kend, For dead now was their foe, which them forraied late. 

And ſeemeth ſafe from ſtormes, thatmay offend ; 4 

Therethis faire Virgin wearic of her way Then gan triumphant Trumpets ſound on hie, 

Muſt landed be, now at heriourneyes end : That ſent to heauen the ecchoed report 

There cke my fecble Barke a while may ſtay, Of their new oy, and happy vittory 
Till merry wind and weather call her thence away. Gainſt him, thathad them long oppreſt with tort, 

And faſt impriſoned in fteged fort. | 


2 | 
Scarcely had Phebus inthe glooming Eaſt Then all the people, as in{olemne feaſt, 
Yetharneſled his firie-footed teeme, To him aſſembled with one full conſort, 
Ne reard aboue the earth his flaming creaſt, Reioycing at thefall of that great beaſt, 
When the laſt deadly ſmoake aloft did fteeme, From whoſeeternall bondage now they were releaft. 
That ſigne of laſt outbreathed life did ſeeme, 5 
Vnto the watchman on the Caſtle wall; | Forth came that ancientLord and aged Queene, 
Who thereby dead that balefull Beaſt 1d deeme, Arraid in antique robes downe to the ground, 
And to his Lord and Lady loud gan call, And ſad habilimentsright well beſeene ; 
To tell how he had ſeene the Dragons fatall fall. A noble crew about them waited round 
3 fſage and ſober Peeres, all grauely gownd ; 
Vproſewith haſtic ioy, andfeeble ſpeed Whom farre before did march a goodly band 
Thataged Sire, the Lord of allthat land, Oftall young men.all able armes to ſound, 
And looked forth, to weet if true indeed But now they Laurell branches bore in hand; 
Thoſe tydings were, as he did vnderſtand : Glad figne of vitorie and peace in all their land, 
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6 
Vnto that doughty Conquerour they came, 
And him before, themſelues proſtrating lowe, 
Their Lord and Patroneloud did him proclame, 
And at his feet their Laurell boughes did throwe. 
Soone after them, all dauncing on arowe 
The comely virgins a girlands dight, 
As freſh as flowres in medow greene doc growe, 
When morning deaw vpon their leaues doth light : 
And intheir hands ſweet Tymbrels all ypheld on hught. 


7 
And them before, the fry of children youn 
Their wanton ſports and childiſh irth did play, 
And to the Maidens ſounding Tymbrels ſung 
In well attuned notes, a ioyous lay, 
And made delightfull mutick all theway, 
Vntill they came where that faire virgin ſtood ; 
As faire Diana in freſh ſommers day 
Beholds her Nymphes, enrang'd in ſhadiewood, 
Some wreſtle, ſome doe run,ſome bathe in cryſtall load: 
8 


So ſhe beheld thoſe maidens meriment 
With cheerefull view ; who, when to her they came, 
Themſelues to ground with gracious humbleſlc bent, 
And her ador'd by honourable name, 
Lifting to heauen her everlaſting fame : 
Then on her head they ſera girland greene, 
And crowned her twixtearneſt and twixt game; 
Who, in her (clfe-reſemblance well beſeene, 
Did ſeege ſuch as ſhe was, a goodly maiden Quecac. 


Andafter, all theraſcall mc, | 
Heaped together inruderablement, 
To lee the face of thatyviorious mans _ .- 
Whom all admired, as from heauen ſent, 
And gaz'd ypon with gaping wonderment. 
But, when they came where thatdead Dragon lay, 
Stretcht on the ground in monſtrous large extent, 
The fight with 1dlefearedid them diſmay, 

Ne durſtapproche him nigh, to touch, or once aſſay. 

I 


O 

Some featd, and fled ; ſome feard and well itfaind ; 

One that would wiſer ſeeme then all the reſt, 

Warnd him not touch); for, yet perhaps remaind 

Some lingring life within his hollowe breſt, 

Or in his wombe mightlurke ſome hidden ne 

Of many te. fruitfull ſeed ; 

Another ſaid, that in his eyes did reſt 

Yet ſparkling fire, and bade thereof take heed ; 
Another ſaid, heſaw him moue his eycs indeed. 


II 

One mother, when as her foole-hardy child 

Did come too neere, and with his taJants play, 

Halfe dead through feare, her little babe reuuld, 

And to her goſlips ganin counſel] ſay ; 

How can I tell,but Te his talents ma 

Yet ſcratch my ſonne, or rend his tender hand? 

So, diuerſly themſclues in vaine they fray ; 

Whiles ſome more bold, to meaſure him nigh ſtand, 
To prouc how many acres hedid ſpread of land. 


I2 

Thus flocked all the folke him round abour, 

The whiles that hoarie King, with all his rraine, 

_ arrived, where that Champion ſtour 

After his foes defeaſance did remaine, 

Him goodly greets, and faire does entertaine, 

With princely mr of Ivonie and Gold, 

And thouſand thanks him yeelds for all his paine. 

Then, when his daughter deare he does behold, 
Her dearely doth imbrace, and kiſſeth manifold. 


bpS 
And after, to his Palace he Ef brings, 
With Shanumes, and Trumpets,and with Clarions ſweet; 
And all the way the joyous people ſings, 
And with theit garments ſtrowes the paued ftreer ; 
Whence mounting vp, they find purveyance meet 
Of all,thatroyall Princes Court became, 
And all the floore was vnderneath their feer 
Beſpred with coſtly ſcarlot of great name, 
On which they lowely ſit, and fitting purpole frame. 


14 

What needs me tell their feaſt and goodly guiſe, 

In which was nothing riotous nor vyaine ? 

VVhat needs of dainty diſhes to deuiſe, 

Of comely ſeruices,or courtiy traine ? 

My narrowe leaues cannot in them centaine 
 Thelargediſcourſe of royall Princes ſtate. 

Yet was their manner then butbare agd plaine : 

For, th'antique world excefle and pride did hate; 
Such proude luxurious pompe is ſwollen vp bur late. 


| | NES, - 
Then, when with meats and drinks of euery kind 
' Their feruent appetites they quenched had, 
That ancicnt Lord gan fit occaſion find, 
Ofſtrange adventures, and of perils ſad, 
Which in his trauaile him befallen had, 
For to demaund of hisrenowmed gueſt : | 
Who then with vtr'rance graue, and count'nanee fad, 
Frompoint to point, as is before expreſt, 
Diſcourſt his voyage Jong, according his requeſt. 
16 


Great pleaſures mixt with pitriful] regard, 
That godly King and Queene did paſſhonate, 
Whiles they his pittifull adventures heard, 
Thatoftthey did lamenthis lucklefſe ſtate, 

And often blame the too1mporrunefate, 
That hcapt en him ſo many wrathfull wreakes : 
For, neuer gentle Knight, as he of late, 
So toſſed was in Fortunes cruell freakes ; | 
And all the while ſalt teares bedeaw'dthe hearers cheaks. 


17 
T hen ſaid the royall Peere in ſober wiſe; 
Deare ſonne,greatbeen the ewls, which ye bore 
From firſt to Ti, inyourlate enterpriſe, 
That I no'te, whether praiſe, or pitty more ; 
For, neuer liuing man (I weene) ſo ſore 
In ſea of deadly dangets was dittreſt; 
But fith now ſafe yeleiſed haue the ſhore, 
And well arriued are, (high God be bleſt) 
Let vs deuile of eaſe, and eucrlaſting reſt. 


Al 
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Ah, deareſt Lord, ſaid then that doughty Knight, 
Of eaſe or reſt I may not yetdeuile; 
For, by the faith which I to armes haue plight, 
I bounden am, ſtraight after this emprize 
(As that your daughter can ye well adviſe) 
Back to returne to that great Faery Queene, 
And her to erue fixe yeeres in warlike wile, 


Gainſt that proude Paynim king that works her teene : 
Therefore I ought crauepardon, u}l-I there haue beene. 


19 

Vnhappy falles that hard neceſſitie 

(Quoth he) the troubler of my happy peace, / 
. And vowed foe of my felicitie ; 

Nel againſt theſame can iuſtly preace : 
Burt Fs that band ye cannotnow releaſe, 
Nor doen vndoe; (for vowes may not be yaine) 
Soone as the terme of thoſe fix yeares ſhall ceaſe, 
Ye then ſhall hitherbackreturneagaine, 

The marriage to accompliſh yow'd betwixt you twaine. 

20 

Which, for my part, I couet toperforme, 
In ſort as through the world I didpraclame, 
That who ſo kild that Monſter (moſtdeforme) . 
And him in hardy battaile overcame, 3 
Should haue mine onely daughterto his Dame, 
And of my kingdome heire apparant bee : 
Therefore, ſith now to thee pertainesthe ſame, 
By due deſert of noblecheualrec; | F 

Both daughter and cke kingdome, lo, Iyieldtothee. 


27>. 
Then forth he called that his daughter faire, 
T he faireſt 7» his onely daughter deare, 
His onely daughter, and his onely heire ; 
Who forth proceeding with {ad ſober cheare, 
As brightas doth the morning ſtarreappeare 
Out of the Eaſt, with flaming locks bedight, 
To tell the dawning Y 15 dawning neare, 
And to the world does bring long wiſhed light; 
So faire and freſh that Lady ſhew'd herſelfe in fight. 


22 

So faire andfreſh, as freſheſt fowre in May; 
For, ſhe had laid her mournefull ſtole aſide, 
And widow-like {ad wimple throwne away, 
Where-with herheauenly beauty ſhe did hide, 
Whiles on her wearie 10urney ſhe did ride; 
And on hernowa garment ſhedid weare, 
Alll:lly white , withouten ſpot, or pride, 
That Gem'd like filke and filver wouen neare; 

Butneither filke norfilyer therein did appeare. 


23 

Theblazing brightneſſe of her beauties beame, 
And glorious light of her ſunſhiny face 
To tell, wereas to ſtriue againſt the ſtreame. 
My raggedrimes arcall toorude and baſe, 
Her heauenly lineaments for to enchace. 
Ne wonder; for;her owne dege loucd knight, 
All were ſhe daily with himſelfe in place, 
Did wonder much ather celeſtial aght: 

Ofc had he ſeene her faire, but neuer ſo faire dight, 


» 


24 
So fairely dight, when ſhe in preſence came, 


She to her Siremade hawk reverence, 
And bowed lowe, that herright well became, 
And added gracevnto her excellence : 
Who with great wiſdome, and grauc eloquence, 
Thus gan to ſay. Buterche thus had ſad, 
With flying ſpeed, and ſeeming greatpretence, _ 
Camerunning in, much like aman diſmaid, 

A Meſlenger with Letters, which his meſlage ſaid, 


25 
All in the open hall amazed ſtood 
Art ſuddainenefle of that vnwarie ſight, 
And wondred at his breathlefle haitie mood. 
But he for nought would ſtay his paſſage right, 
Till faſt before the King he did alight, | 
Where falling flat, great humbleſ: he did make, 
And kiſt the ground, whereon his foote was pight; 
Then to his La that writ he did betake, 
Which he diſcloſing, read thus, as the paper ſpake. 
26 


To thee, moſt mightic King of Eden faire, 

Her greeting ſends in thele ſad lines adJreſt, 
The wofull daughter, and forſaken heire 
Of that great Emperour of all the Weſt; © 
And bids thee be adviſedforthe beſt, 
Ere thou thy daughterlinke in holy band 
Of wedlock; to thatnewvnknowen gueſt : 
For, he already plighted his right hand 

Vnto another Loue,and to another Land. 


27 

To me, ſad maid, or rather widow ſad, 
He was afhanced long time before, 199. 
And ſacred pledges he both gaue, and had, + - 
Falſe errauntkmght, infamous, and forſwore: ' + 
Witneſfle the burning Altars, which he ſwore, | 
And guiltie heavens of his boldperiuriez ' ' * 
Which though he hathpolluted oft and yore, 
YetIto themforiudgementiuſt doe fly, 

And them. conure tavenge this ſhamefulliniury. 

28 

Therefore, fith mine he is, or free or bond, 
Or falſe or true, or liuing or elſe dead, 
With-hold, © foueraigne Prince, your haſty hond 
From knitting league with him, I you aread; 
Ne weene my right with ſtrength adowneto tread, 
Through weakenefle of my widowhed, or woe : 
For, truth 1s ſtrong, his rightfull cauſe to plead, 
And ſhall find friends, ifneed requireth ſo : 

So bids theewell to fare, Thy neither friend,nor foe, 

29 | Fideſſa. 

When he theſe bitter byting words had red, | 
Thetydings ſtrange did him abafhed make, 
Thar ſtillhefatelongrime aſtonzſhed 
As 1n great mule, ne word to creature ſpake. 
Artlaſt, his ſolemnefilence thus he brake, __ 
With doubttull eyes faſtfixed on his gueſt; 
Redoubredknight, that for mine onely ſake 
Thy life and honourlateadventureſt, 

Let nought be hid from me, that oughtto be expreſt. 


What 
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What meane theſe bloudy _ ; and idle threats, 
Throwne out from womaniſh impatient mind ? 
Whartheauens ? what altars ? what enraged heates 
Here heaped vp with tearmes of loue rokind; 

My conſcience cleare with guilty bands would bind 2 
High God be witnefle, that I gwltlefle ame. 
Bur, if your ſelfe, Sir Knight, yefaultie find, 
Or wrapped be in loues of former Dame, 
With crime doe not it couer,but diſcloſe the ſame. 


I 
Towhom the Redcroſſe kaghi this anſwere ſent, 

My Lord, my King, be nought hereat diſmaid, 

Till well ye wote by graue intendiment, 

What woman, and wherefore doth me vpbraid 

VV1th breach of loue, and loyaltie betrayd. 

It wasinmy mishaps, as hitherward 

I lately trauaild, that vawaresI ſtraid 

Out of my way, through perils ſtrange and hard; 
Thatday ſhould taile me, ere I had them all declar'd. 


2 
There did I find, or rather ER found 
Of this falſe woman, thar Fideſſa hight, 
Fideſſahight the faleſtDame on ground, 
Mot falle Dueſſa, royallrichly dight, 
T hat eafie was to inveagleweaker ſight : 
Who, by her wickedarts, and wilieskall, 
Too falſe and ſtrong for earthly skill or might, 
Vnwares me vrought ynto her wicked will, 
And to my foe betraid, whenleaftI feared ill. 


Then ſteppedforth the coodly royall Maid, 
And on the ground herlelfe proftrating lowe, _ 
With ſober countenaunce thus to him aid 3 . 
O pardon me, my ſoueraigne Lord, toſhowe 
The ſecret treaſons, _—_ of late Itnowe 
To hauc been wrought by thatfalſe Sorcereſle. 
She onely ſhee itis,that earſt did throwe 
This gentleknightinto ſo great diſtreſle, 
Thatdeath him did awaitin daily wretchedneſle. 


4 

And nowit ſeemes, that PS. RT? hath 

This craftie meſlcnger with letters vaine, 

To worke new woe and improuided (cath, 

By breaking of the band betwixt vs twaine 3 

Wherein ſhe vied hath thepraQtick paine' 

Of this falſe footman, cloakt with ſimpleneſle; 

Whom if ye pleaſe for to diſcouer plaine, 

Ye ſhall hum Archimago find, I gheſle, 
The falſeſt man aliue ; who tries ſhall find no lefle. 


| 35 
The King was greatly mooued ather ſpeach, 
And aifwith ſ{uddaineindignanon fraight, 
Bade on that meſſenger rude hands to reach. 
Eftſoones the Gard, which on his State did wait, 
Attach'tthat faitor falſe, and bonnd him ſtrait: 
Who, ſeeming ſorely chauffed at his band, 
As chained Beare, whom cruell dogs doe bait, 
With idle force did fine them to withſtand, 
' And often ſemblance made to ſcape out of their hand, 


6 
But they him laid full lowe "ot dungeon deepe, 
And bound ham hand and foot with iron chaines: 
And with continuall watch did warely keepe 
Who then would thinke, that by his ſubrle traines 
He could eſcape foule death or deadly paines 2 
Thus when that Princes wrath was pacttide, 
He gan renew the late forbidden banes, 
And tothe Knight his Daughter deare hetyde, 
With lacred rites and yowes for cuer to abide. 


7 

His owne two hands the m5 knots did knit, 

That none butdeath for cuer can diuide ; 

His owne two hands, for ſuch a turne moſt fit, 

The houſling firedid kindle and prouide, 

And holy waterthereon ſprinkled wide; 

At which,a buſhy Teadea groome did light, 

Andfacred lampe infectet chamber hide, 

Where it ſhould notbe quenched day nor ni ght, 
For feare of euill fates , but burnen ener bright. 


g 

Then $22 they ſprinkle all : wi poſts with wine, 
And made great feaſt, to ſolemnizethir day; 
They all perfumdewith Frankencenſe dwine, 
And precious odoursfetcht from farre away, 
Thartall the houſe did fweatwith great array : 
Andall the while ſweet Muſick td apply 
Hercurious skill, the warbling notes to play, 
T's driue away the dull Melancholy ; 

The whiles'one lung aſfong of loue andiollity. 


: | | 39 
During the which,therewas an heauenly noiſe 


Heard found through all the Palace pleaſantly, 
Like as it had been many an Angels yoice, 

- Singing before th'eternall Majeſtie, 
In.their trinall triplicities on hie; 

* Yetwiſtno creature, whence that heauenly ſweet 
Proceeded: yeteach onefeltſecret! 
Himſelfe thereby reft of his ſenſes meer, 

Andrauiſhed with rare impreſſion 1 his ſprite. 


©) 
Great 10y was made that tay of young and old, 
And ſolemne feaſt proclaimd throughourthe Land, 
That their exceeding mirth may not be told : 
Suffice it, here by ſignes to vnderſtand 
Thevſuall ioyes atknitting of loues band, 
Thriſe happy man the Knight himlſelfe did hold, 
Poflefled of his Ladies hartand hand; 
And euer, when his eye did her behold, 
Her hart did ſceme to mcltin pleaſures manifold. 
41 
Her joyous preſence and ſiveet company ' 
Infull contenthe there did long enioy, 
Ne wicked envie, norvile iealouſie 
His deare delights were able to annoy : 
Yet ſwimming in thar ſea of blisfull i oY, 
He nought forgots how hewhilome hadfworne, 
In caſe he could that monſtrous beaſt deſtroy, 
Vnto his Faery Quecne back to returne : 
The which he ſhortly did, and Fna left romourne. = 
Now 


;8 THE FIRST BOOKE OF {ant. X11. 


42 Heere ſhe awhile may make her ſafe aboade, 
Now ſtrike yourſailes yee iolly Mariners : Till ſhe reparred hauc her tackles ſpent, 
For we be come vnto aquiet rode, And wants ſupplide. And then againe abroad 
Where wemuſtland ſome of our paſſengers, On the long voyage whereto ſheis bent: 
And lightthis ry 3 yc{lcll of her lode. Well may ſhee ſpecd, and fairely finiſh her inten, 


The end of the firft Booke-. 
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I 
M Ight well I wote,moſt mighty Soucraigne, 
That all this famous wr7_a om y of 
X Of ſome, th'aboundance of an idle braine 
Will judged be, and painted forgery, 

Rather then matter ofiuſt memory 

Sith none that breatheth living aire, does knowe, 

Whereis that happy Land of Faery, 

Which I ſo much doe yaunt, yetno where ſhowe, 
But vouch antiquities, which no body can knowe. 

2 

But let that man with better ſenſe adviſe, 

That of the world leaſt partto vs is read : 

And daily how through hardy enterpriſe, 

Many great Regions are aounted, 

' Whichtolate age were neuer mentioned. . 

Who euer heard of th'Indian Peru? 

Or who in venturous yeſlell meaſured 

The Amazons huge riuer now found true ? 


Or fruitfulleſt Yirginia who did cuer view ? 


Yetall theſe were, when ab them knowe ; 

Yet hauefromwileſt ages hidden beenc : 
And later times things more vnknowne ſhall ſhowe. 
Why then ſhould wizlefle man ſo much nuſweene 


That nothing is, but that which he hath ſeene ? 
Whatif within the Moones faire ſhining ſpheare, 
Whart if in cuery other ſtarrevnſeene 
Of other worlds he happily ſhould heare ? 
He wonder would much more : yet ſuch to ſome appeare. 


4 
Of Faery lond yet ifhe more inquire, 
By certaine fignes heere (ct in ſundry place 
He may it find ; ne let him then admure, 
But yield his ſenſeto be too blunt and baſe, 
That no'te withoutan hound fine footing trace. 
And thou, © faireſt Princefle vnder sky, 
In this faire Mirror maiſt behold thy oe, 
And thine ownerealmes in lond of Faery, 
And inthis antique Image thy great aunceſtry. 


5 
The which, 0 pardon methus to enfold 
In couert veile, and wrap in ſhadowes Wy 
That feeble eyes your glory may behold, 
Whichelſe could not endure thoſe beamez bright, 
But would be dazled with exceeding light. 
O pardon, and vouchſafe with patient care 
The braue adyentures of this Faery Knight, 
The good Sir Guyon,gracioully to heare, 
In whom greatrule of Temp'raunce goodly doth appeare. 
F. Cant, 
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T h 5 
27 Hatcunning ArchiteCt of cankred guile, Nath'lefle, th'Enchaunter would not ſpare his paine, | 
XI Whom Princes late diſpleaſure leftin bands, In hope to win occafion to his will ; 
II For falſed Letters and ſuborned wile, Which when he long awaited had in vaine, 


LE Soone as the Rgderoſſe knight he vnderſtands, He chang'd his mind from one to otherill : 


To beene departed out of Edenlands, For, to all good he enemy was ſtill. - - * 
To ſerue againe his ſoueraigne Elfin Quecne, Vponthe way him fortuned to meet 
His artes he moues, and out of caytiue hands (Faire marching vnderneath a ſhady hill) 
Himlſelfe he frees by ſecret meanes vnſeene; A goodly knight, all arm'd mharneſfle meet, 
His ſhackles emprie left, himſelfe eſcaped cleenc. That | an; $7 head no place appeared to hisfeet. 
pl ; 6 
And forth he fares, full of malicious mind, His carriage was full comely and vprighr, 
To worken miſchiefe and auenging woe, His countenaunce demure and temperate ; 
Where cuer he thar godly knight may find, But yet ſo ſterne and terrible in ſight, 
His onely hartſore, and his onely foe, T hat cheard his friends, and did his foes amate : 
Sith Pna now he algates muſt forgoe, He was an Elfin borne of noble ſtate, 
Whom his vitorious hands did earſtreſtore And mickle worſhip in his natine land ; | 
Wt To natjues crowne and kingdome late ygoe : Well could herourney, and in liſts debate, J 
v1. Where ſhe enioyes ſure peace for evermore, And knighthood tooke of good Sir Hyons hand, | 
ih As weather-beaten ſhip arriu'd on happy ſhore. When with king Oberon he came to Pacrie Land. - 
by. 7 
Wa Him therefore now the obje& of his ſpight Him als accompanid vpon the way 
hi And deadly feude he makes : him to offend A comely Palmer, clad in black attire, 
iF By forged treaſon, or by open fight Of ripeſt yeeres, and haires all hoarie gray, 
iy He ſocks, of all his driftthe aymedend: . That a a ſtaffe his feeble ſteps did ſtire, 
| 0 Thereto his {ubtile engins he does bend, Leaſt his long way his aged limbesſhouldtire : 
Wi His practick wit, and his faire filed tong, And,if by lookes one may the mind aread, 
4 With thouſand other leights : for, well he kend, He ſeem'd to bea ſageand ſober ſire, 
(: His credit now in doybttullballance hong; And euer with ſlowepaſe the kmoht didlead, 
i For,hardly could he hurt, who was already ſtong. Who taught his trampling ſteed with <quall ſteps to trea 
| j 4 Z | | 
{i Still as he went, he craftie ſtales did lay, Such when as Archimago them did view, 
Wy With cunning traines him to entrap vnwares, He weened well to worke ſome vncouth wile; 
1! Andpriuieſpials plac't in all his way, Efrſoones vntwiſting his deceitfull clew, 
ki To weetwhat courſe hetakes, and how he fares ; He gan to weauca web of wicked guile, 
if To ketch himar avantage in his ſnares, And with faire countenaunceand flattrine ſtile 
"iff By triall ofhis former harmes and cares, To them approachin & thus the Knight beſpake : 
Wit But now ſo wile and warie was the knight, Faire ſonne of Mars, that ſceke with warlike ſpoile, 
[ That he deſcride, and ſhunned ſtill his flight : And great atchicu'ments, greatyourlſelfeto make, 
| [ The fiſh,that once was caught,new baitwaill hardly bite. Vouchlafe to ſtay your {tced for humblemiſers ſake. 
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Heſtaid his ſteed for humble miſers ſake, Which when ſhee heard, as FT deſpiohtfull wiſe, 
And bade tell on the tenor of his _— She wilfully her ſorrow did augmenr, 
Who, feigning thenin euery limbe ro-quake, And offred hope of comfort did defpiſe: 
Through inward feare, and ſeeming pale and faint, Her golden locks moſt cruelly ſherent, 
With pittious mone his pearcing ſpeech ganpaint And ſcratcht herface with gaſtly dreriment; 
Deare Lady, how ſhall Ideclare thy caſe, Ne would ſhe ſpeake, ne ce, ne yet be {eene, 
Whom late Lleftin langourous conſtraint! > Buthid her viſage, and herhead downe bear, 
Would God thy ſelfe now preſent werein place, Either for grieuous ſhame, orfor great teene, 


To tell this ruefull tale ; thy fight could win thee grace. =Asif herhartwith ſorrow hadtransfixed beene; 


IO 16 
Orrather would, © would it ſo had chaunc't, Till her that Squire beſpake, Madame, my liefe, 
; That you, moſt noble Sir, had preſent beene, For Gods deare loue be not(o wiltull bent, 
o When that lewd ribauld (with vile luſt aduaunc't) Butdoe youchfafe now to receiuerelicfe, 

Laid firſt his filthy hands on virgin cleene, The which good fortune doth toyoupreſenc. 
Toſpoile her daintie corle fo faire and ſheene, For, what boots ittoweepe and to waymenr 
As on theearth (great mother of vs all) When ill is chaunc't, but doth the ill increaſe, 
With living eye more faire was neuer ſcene, And the weake mind with double woe torment ? 
Ofchaſtitie and honour virginall : When ſhe her Squire heard ſpeake, ſhe gan appeaſe 


Witneſle ye heauens, whom ſhe in vaineto helpedid call. Her voluntarie paine, and feele ſome lecrer eaſe. 
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How may it be (faid then the knight halfewroth) Efrſoone ſhe ſaid, Ah gentle truſtie Squire, 
| Thatknightſhould knight-hocd euerſo haue ſhent ? What comfort can I wofull wretch conceaue, 
None but that ſaw (quoth he) would weenefor troth, Or why ſhould euer Thenceforth defire 
How ſhawefully that Maid hedidtorment. To ſecfaire heauens face, and life notleaue, 
Herloofer golden locks he rudely rent, Sith thatfalſe Traytor did my honourreaue? 
And drew her on the ground, and his ſharp ſword, Falſe Traytour certes (ſaid the Faerie knight) 
Againſt her ſnowy breaſt he fiercely bent, I read the man, that ener would deceaue 
And threatned death with many a bloudy word ; A Sous Ladie, or her wrong through might: 
Tongue hates to tell the reſt, that eye to ſeeabhord. Death were too little paine for ſuch a foule deſpighr. 
I2 18 
There-with, amooued from his ſober mood, But now, faire Lady, comfortto you make, 
And lives he yer ({aid he) that wrought this aQt, And reac who hath ye wrought this ſhameful plight; 
And doen the heauens affoord him vitall food? That ſhort reuenge the man may ouertake, 
Heliues (quoth he) and boaſteth of the faCt, Whereſo he be, and ſoone vpon him light. 
Ne yet hath any Knight his courage crackt. Certes (ſaid ſhe) I wotenot how he hight ; 
Where may that treachour then ({aid he) be found, But vnder him a gray ſteed did he wield, 
' Or by what meanes may This footing tra? Whole fides with dapled curcles weren dight; 
That ſhall I ſhew (ſaid he) as ſure, as hound Vpright he rode, and in his filuer ſhield 


| Theftriken Deare doth chalenge by the bleeding wound, He bore a bloudy Crofle, that quartred all the field. 


I I 
He ſtaid notlenger talke, bar with fierce irc, Now by my head (ſaid Guyen) much I muſe 
And zealous Paſte, away 1s quickly gone How that ſame Knight ſhould doe ſo foule amils, 
To ſecke that Knight, where him that crafty Squire Or cuer gentle Damzell ſo abuſc : 
Suppos'd to be. They doearriue anone, For, may I boldlyay, heeſurely is 
Where ſate a gentle Lady all alone, A right good Knight, andtrue of word ywis : 
With garments rent, and haire diſcheueled, I preſent was, and can it witnefſe well, | 
Wringing her hands, and making pittious mone 3 When armes he ſwore, and ſtraight didenterpris 
Her eallan eyes were much disfigured, Th'adventure of the Errantdamozell, 
And herfaireface, with teares was fouly blubbered. In which he hath great glorie wonne, as Thearetell. 
I4 | 20 
The Kni pht,approchiog ani h, thus to herſaid,- Nathleſſe, he ſhortly ſhall againe be tryde, 
Faire Ladie, through foule ſorrow ill bedight, And fairely quite him of th'imputed blame : 
Great pitry is to gr thus diſmaid, Elſe be yeſure, hedearely ſhall abide, 
And marrethebloſſome of your beauty bright : Or make you good amendmentfor the ſame : 
For thy, appeaſe your griefeand heauy plight, All wrongs haue mends, but no amends of ſhame. 
And tell the cauſe of your conceiued paine. Now therefore Ladie,riſe out of your paine, 
For, if he liuethat hath you doen deſpight ; Andſee the ſaluing of your blotted name. 
He ſhall you doe duerecompence againe, . Full loath ſheeſeemd thereto, buryer did faine; 


Or elſc his wrong with greater puiſlance maintaine. For, ſhe was _ glid herpurpoſeſo to gaine. 
2. 
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Her purpoſe was not ſuch, as ſhe did faine, 
eyether perſon ſuch, as it was ſcene ; 
But ynder fumple ſhewe, and ſemblant plaine 
Lurkt falſe Dweſſa, ſecretly vnſeene, 
As a chaſte virgin thathad wronged beene: 
So had falſe Archimago her diſguis'd, 
To cloake her guile with ſorrow and fad teene; 
And eke himſclfe had craftily deuis'd 
To be her Squire, and doe her {cruice well aguis'd. 
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Her, late forlorne and naked, he had found, 
Where ſhe did wander in waſte Wilderneſle, 
Lurking in Rocks and Caues farre vnder ground, 
And with greene mofle coy'ring her nakednefle, 
To hide her ſhame and loathly tilthinefle;' 
Sith her Prince Arthur of proud ornaments 
And borrow'd beauty ſpoyld. Her nathcleſlc 
Th'enchaunter finding fit for his intents, 

Did thus reveſt, and deckt with due habiliments. 


2 

For, all he did, was to deco good Knights, 
And drawe them from purſuit ofpraile and fame, 
To ſlug in floth and ſenfuall delights, 
And end their daies with irrenowmed ſhame. 
And now exceeding griefe him overcame 
To ſee the Redcroſſe thus adyaunced hie ; 
Therefore this craftze engine hedid frame, 
Againſt his praiſe to ſtirreyp enmitie 

Of luch, as vertues like motevnto himallic. 

24 

So now he Guyon guides an vncouth was 
Through woods & mountaines, till they came art laſt 
Into apleaſantdale, that lowely lay 
Betwixt two hils, whoſe high heads overplac't, 
Thevalley did with cooleiſhadeovercaſt; 
Through midſt thereof alittleriuerrold, 
By which thereſate a knight with helme valac't, 
Himſelfe refreſhing with the 11quid cold, 

After his trauaile long, and labours manifold. 
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Loe, yonder hee ( cryde aw 57 alowd) 
That wrought the ſhamefullfaCt, which I did ſhew 3 
And now he doth himſelfe in ſecret ſhrowd, 
Toflie the yengeancefor his outrage dew 
But vaine: for, yeſhall dearely doc himrew, 
So God yeeſpeed,andſend you : i ſucceſle; 
Which wefarre offwill here abide to view. 


So they him left, inflam'd with wrathfulneſle, 


Thar ſtraight againſt that knight his ſpeare he did addrefle. 
26 


Who, ſeeing him from farre ſo fierce to prick, 
His warlike armes about him gan embrace, 
And in thereſt his ready ſpearedid ſtick; 
Tho when as ſtill he ſaw him towards paſe, 
He gan r'encounter him in <quallrace. 
They beeneymer, both ready to affrap, 
When ſuddainly thatwarriour gan abaſe 
His threatned ſpeare, as if lomenew miſhap 


Had him betidde, or hidden danger did entrap3 
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And cryde, Mercie Sir Knight, and mercy Lord, 

For mine offence and heedleflehardimenr, 

Thathad almoſt committed crime abhord, 

And with reprochefull ſhame mine honour ſhent, 

Whiles curled ſteeleagainſtthat badgeI bent, 

The ſacred badge of my Redeemers death, 

Which on your lield is ſetfor ornament : 

But his fierce foe his ſteed could ſtay vneath, 
Who(prickt with courage keene)did cruell battell breath. 


28 
But, when he heard him ſpeake, ſtraight way he knew 
His error,and(himſelteinclyning)faid ; 
Ah: deareSir Guyon, wellbecotnmeth you ; 
But me behoucth rather to vpbrayd, 
Whoſe haſtie hand fo farre from reaſon ſtraid, 
Thatalmoſtir did haynous violence 
On thatfaire Image ofthatheauenly Maid, 
Thatdecks and armes your ſhield with faire defence ; 
Your court'ſic takes on you anothers due offence. 
2 
So beenthey both attone, and doen ypreare 
Their beuers bright, each other for to greet; 
Goodly comportance each to other beare, 
And entertaine themſelues with court'fies meet. 
Then ſaid the Redcrofſe Knight, Now mote I weet, 
Sir Guyon, why with to fierce faliance, NT 
And fell intent yedid atearſtme meer; 
For, fith I know your goodly gouernaunce, 
Great cauſe(I ween)you guided,or ſome yncouth chaunce. 


O 
Certes (ſaid he) wellmote *, to tell 
The fond encheaſonthar me hitherled. 
A falſe infamous faitour latebefell + 
Mefor to meer, that ſeemed ill beſted, 
And plaind of grieuous outrage, which hered 
A_ Knight had wroughtagainſt a Ladie gent : 
Which to avenge, he tothis place meled, 
Where you he made the marke of his intent, 
And now is fled; foule ſhame him follow, where hee wenr. 
I 
So can he turnehis earneſt _ game, 
Through goodly handling and wiſe temperaunce. 
By this, his aged guide in preſence came; 
Who, ſoone as on that knighthis eye did glaunce, 
Eftſoones of him had perfect cognizaunce, 
Sith him in Faerie Court he late auiz'd; 
And ſaid, Faire ſonne, God giue you happy chaunceg 
And that deare Croflevpon your ſhield deuiz'd, 
Where-with aboucall knights ye goodly ſeemeaguizd. 


2 
Ioy may you haue, and ts g fame, 
Of late moſt hard atchieu'ment by you donne, 
For which enrolled is your glorious name 
In heaucnly Regiſters aboue the Sunne, | 
Where you a Saint, with Saints your ſeathaue wonnes 
But, wretched we,where ye haue left your marke, 
Muſtnow anew begin, likerace torunne; 
God guide thee, Guyon, well to end thy warke, 
Anito thewiſhed haven bring thy wearie barke. 
Palmer, 


——— -  — 
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Palmer, (him anſwered the Rederoſſe Knight) 
His be the praiſe, that this atchieu'ment wrought, 
Who made my hand the organ of his might; 
More then good-will to me attribute nought: 
For, all I did, I did butas I ought. 
But you, faire Sir, whoſe pageantnextenſewes, 
Well mote yee thee, as well can wiſh your thought. 
Thathomeye rear report theſe happy newes ; 
For, well yee worthy 


| + 
So, courteous conge both bid gue and take, 


Wirhright hands plighted, pledges of good will. 
Then Guyon forward gan his yoyage make, 
With his black Palmer, that him guided ſtill. 
Still he him guided ouer dale and hill, 

And with his ſteadie ſtaffe did point his way : 
His race with reaſon, and with words his wall, 
From foule intemperance he oft did ſtay, 


And ſuffred notin wrath his haſtie ſteps to ſtray. 
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In this faire wize they traucild long yfere, 


Through many hard aflaies, which did betide; 

Of which he honour {till away did beare, 

And ſpred his glory through all Countries wide. 

Atlaſt, as chaunc't them by a Foreſt fide . 
 Topaſle (for ſuccour from the ſcorching ray) 

Theytheard a ruefull voice, that dearnly cride 

With pearcing ſhriekes, and many adolefulllay; 


Whichto attend, awhile their forward ſteps they ſtay. 
36 
But, if that careleſſe heauens (quoth ſhe) deſpiſe 


The doome of iuſt reuenge, and:take dehght 

To ſee ſad pageants of mens mileries, 

As bound by them to liue inlifes deſpight ; 

Yet can they not warne death from wretched wight, 


Come then, come ſoone, come ſweeteſt death to mee. 


And take away this long lent loathed light: 
Sharpe be thy wounds, but {weet the medicines bee, 
That long captiued ſoules from wearie thraldome free. 


37 
But thou, ſweet Babe, whom frowning froward fate 


Hath made ſad witneſle of thy fathers fall, 

Sith heauen thee deignes to [old in liuing ſtate, 

Long maiſt thou liue, and better thriue withall, 

Thento thy luckleſle Parents did befall : 

Liue thou, and to thy mother dead atteſt, 

That cleare ſhe dide from blemiſh criminall ; 

Thy little hands embrewd in bleeding breſt, 
Loe, I forpledges leaue. So giue me leaue to reſt. 


$ 
With that, a deadly ſhrickChhe forth did throwe, 
Thatthrough the wood reecchoed againe: 
And after, gaue agroanc ſo deepe and lowe, 
That ſeem'd her tender hart was rentin twaine, 
Or thrild with point of thorough-pearcing paine ; 
As gentle Hind, whoſe fides with cruell ſteele 
Through launced, forth her bleeding life does raine, 
Whiles the ſad pang approching ſhe does feele, 
Brayes out herlateſt breath, and yp her eyes doth ſeele. 


eene for worth and gentle thewes. 
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Which when that warriour heard, diſmounting ſtrai& 
From lus tall ſeed, he ruſht into the thick, 
And ſoonearriued, where that ſad pourtraiCt 
Of death and labour lay, halfe dead, halfe quick, 
In whoſe white alabaſter breaſt did ſtick 
A cruel] knife, that made a griefly wound, 


From which forth guſht a ſtreame of gore-bloud thick, 


That all her goodly garments ſtaind around, 
Axdinto adeepe {ariguine didethe graffic ground. 


40 
Pirtifull ſpe&tacle of deadly ſmart, 
Befide a bubbling founraine lowe ſhe lay, 
Which ſhe increaſed with her bleeding hart, 
And the cleane wanes with purple gold didray3 
Als in her lap a little babe did play 
His cruell ſport, in ſtead of forrow dew; 
For, in her ſtreaming bloud he did embay 
His little hands, and tenderioynts embrew; 
Pittifull ſpeCtacle, as euer eye did view. 


I 
Beſides them both, ypon as ſoiled graſs 
The dead corſe of an armed knight was pred, 
Whoſe armour all with bloud beſprinkled was; 
His ruddie lips did ſmile, and rofie red 
Did paint his chearefull cheekes, yerbecing ded: 
Seem'd to haue beene a goolly perſonage, 
Now in his freſheſt lowre of luſtyhed, 
Fit to inflame faire Lady with loues rage, 
But that fierce fate did crop the bloſſome of his age. 


| 42 
Whom, whenthe good Sir Guyondid behold, 
His hart gan wezx as ſtarke as Marble ſtone, 
And his freſh bloud did frieze with fearefull cold; 
That all his ſenſes ſeem'd bereft attone : 
Atlaſt, his mightie ghoſt gan deepe to grone, 
As Lyon grudging in his greatdildaine, 
Mournes inwardly, and makes to himſelfe mone 3 
Till ruth and fraile affe tion did conſtrane 
His courage ſtoutto ſtoupe, and ſhew his inward paine. 


4 
Our of her gored wound Bu cruell ſteele 
He lightly ſnatcht, and did the floud-gateftop 
With his faire garment : then gan ſoftly feele 
Her feeble wn to proucif any drop 
Of liuing bloud yetin her veines did hop ; 
Which when he felt to moue, he hoped faire 
To call back life to herfor{aken ſhop ; 
So well he did her deadly wounds repaite, 
That atthe laſtſhe gan to breathe out living aire. 
44 
Which he percciuipg, ready an rejoyce, 
And goodly counſell (that Br wounded hart 
Is meeteſt med'cine) tempred with ſweet voice 3 
Ay me. deare Lady, which the Image art 
Of ruetull pitry, and impatient ſmart, 
What direfull chance, arm'd withreuenging fate, 
Or curſed hand hath plaid this cruell part, 
Thus foule to haſten your vntimely date ? 
Speake, © deare Lady ſpeake: help neuer comes 500 late. 


F 3. Theres 
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Theſe words the breathed forth from riuen cheſt; 
Leaue, ah leaue off, what euer wight thou bee, 
Toleta weary wretch from her duereſt, 
And trouble dying ſoules tranquillitec. 
Take notaway now got, which none would giue to mee. 
3 


4 

Ah! farre be it (ſaid he) Deare dame fro mee, 

To hinder ſoule from her defiredreſt, 

Or hold ad life in long captiuitee ; 

For, all I ſeeke, is but to haue redreſt 

The bitter pangs, that doth your hart infeſt. 

Tellthen (o Lady) tell what fatall priefe 

Hath with ſo huge misfortuneyou oppreſt? 

That I may caſtto compaſſe your relicfe, 
Ordie with you in ſorrow, and partakeyour griefe. 


4 
With feeble hands then Fc by forth on hie, 
As heauen acculing guiltie of her death, 
And with dry drops congealed in her eye, 
In theſe{ad words ſhe ſpenther vtmoſt breath : 
Heare then (6 man) the {orrowes thatvneath 
My tongue cantell,{o farreall ſenſe theypaſs : 
Lo, this dead corple,thatlyes here vnderneath, 
The gentleſt knight,that cuer on greene graſs 


Gay ſtecd with ſpurs did prick, the good Sir Mordant was: 


50 

Was (ay the while,thathe is not ſo now !)) 

My Lord, my loue ; my deare Lord, my deare loue, 

So long as heauens juſt with equall brow 

Vouchſafed to behold vs from aboue, 

Oneday when him high courage did emmone, 

(As wont ye knights to ſeeke adventures wild) 

Heepricked forth, his puiſſauntforce to proue, 

Me To heleft enwombed ofthis child, 


This lucklefle child, whom thus yee ſee with bloud defil'd. 


"hi | 45 * L 

Ih There-with her dim eye-lids ſhe vp gan Teare, Him fortuned (hard "UK ye may gheſle) 

ba On which the dreary death did fit, as fad  Tocomewherevile Acraſu does wonne, 

Wh As lump of lead, and made darke cloudes appeare; Acraſia, a falſe Enchaunterefle, 

i But when as him (all in bright armour clad) Thar many errantknights hath foule fordonne : 

31 Before her ſtanding ſhee eſpied had, Within a wandring Tf]and, thatdoth ronne 

ſi As oneoutofa deadly dreame aftrighr, And ſtray in perilous gulfe, her dwelling is ; 

il Sheweakely ſtarted, yetſhe nothing drad : Fre Sir, if cuer there yetrauel], ſhonue 

l | Straight downeagaine herſelfein greatdefpight, The curled land where many wend amiſs, 

[on She groucling threw to ground, as hating life and light. And knoweit by thename; ir hi ghtthe Bowre of bliſs. 
Wi 6 2 

be The gentle knight, her fone vith carcfull paine Her blifſe is all inpleaſure ind delight, 

1'F Vplifted light, and ſoftly did vphold: Where-with ſhee makes her loucrs drunken mad; 
Wh Thrice he crreard, andthrice ſhe ſunke againe, And then, with words and weeds of wondrous might, 
ql T1ll he his armes about her {ides gan fold, On them ſhe works her will to vſes bad : 

{i And to her ſaid; Yetifthe ſtony cold My liteſt Lord ſhe thus beguiled had; 

b Haue not all ſeized on yourfrozen hart, For, he was fleſh: (allfleſh doth frailetie breed.) 

[10 Let one word fall that may your griefe vnfold, Whom, when Theardto been fo ill beſtad, 

I! And tel] the ſecret of your mortall ſmart; _ _ (Weake wretch) I wrapt my ſelfe in Palmers weed, 
N He oft findes preſent help, who does his griefe impart. And caſt to ſeek him forth through danger & greatdreed. 
Wh 47 | : 

| " Then caſting vp a deadly looke, full lowe Now had faire Cynthize by Kf tournes 

l She figh't, from bottom of her wounded breſt, Full meaſured three quarters of her yeare, 

| And after, many bitter throbs did throwe, And thrice threetimes had fild her crooked hornes, 
{ With lips full pale, andfoltriog tongue oppreſt, When as my wombc her burdein would forbeare, 


And bade mecall Lucinato me neare. 

Lucina came: a man-child forth I brought: (were; 

The woods, the Nymphes, mybowres, my Midvviues 

Hard help atneed.. So'deare thee babe I bought; 
Yetnought toodeare I deem'd, while ſo my dearI fought. 


4 

Him ſo I ſought, and ſoar wh I found, 

Where him that Witch had thralled to her will, 

In chaines of luſt and lewd deſires ybound, 

And fo transformed from his former skill, 

That me he knew not, neither his owne ill ; 

Till through wiſe handling and fire goucrnance, 

I him recured to a better wall, 

Purged from drugs of foule intemperance: 
Then meanes I gan deuiſefor his deliverance. 


55 | 
Which when the vile Enchauntereſle perceiu'd, 
How that my Lord from her Iwould repriue, 
With.cup thus charm'd, him parting ſhe deceiu'd; 
Sad verſe, giue death to him that death does gine, 
And loſſe of loue, to her that loues to liue, 
So ſoone as Bacchus with the Nymphe does linke : 
So parted we, and on our journey driue, 
Till comming to this Well, he ſtoupt to drinke : 
The charme fultild, dead ſuddenly he downe didfinke. 
6 


5 
Which, when I wretch. Not one word moreſheſaid, 
Butbreaking offthe end for want of breath, 
And ſlyding ſoft, as downeto fleepe her laid, 
And ended all her woe in quiet death. 
That ſeeing good Sir Guyon, could yneath 
From teares abſtaine; for griefe his hart did grate, _ 
And from ſo heauie fight his head did wreath, 
Accuſing Fortune, and too cruel! fate, 
Which plunged had faire Lady in fo wretched ſtate. _ 
ca 
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Then turning to the Palmer, ſaid, Old fire, 
Behold the Image of mortalitie, 
And feeble nature cloth'd with fleſhly tire, 
When raging paſſion with fierce tyrannie 
Robs reaſon of her dueregalitie, 
And makes it{cruauntto herbaſeſt part : 
The ſtrong, it weakens with infirmitie, 
And with bold furie armes the weakeſt hart; 
The ſtrong, through pleaſure ſooneſt falls, the weake 
58 (through {marr. 
But temperance (ſaid he) with golden ſquire _ 
Betwixtthem both can meaſure outa meane, 
Neither to melt in pleaſures hotdefire, 
Nor fry in hartlefle griefe and dolefull teene. 
Thrice happy man, who fares them both arweene : 
But, ſith this wretched woman overcome 
Of anguiſh, rather then of crime hath beene, 
Releruc her cauſe to her eternall doome ; 
And in the meane, youchſafe her honorable toombe. 


59: 
Palmer (quoth he) death is an euill doome 
To good and bad, the common Inne of reſt; 
Bur, after death, the tryall is to come, 
When beſt ſhall beto them that liued bet : 


But, bothalike,when dcath h2th bork. {i:ppreſt, 
Religious reuerence doth buriall teene, 
Which wholo wants, wants ſo much of his reſt ; 
For, all ſo greatſhameatter death I weene, 
As ſelteto dyen bad, vaburied bad to beene. 
60 
So, both agree their bodies to engraue ; 
The great earths wombe they open to the sky, 
And with fad Cyprelieſeemelyitembrauc; 
Then couering with a clod their cloſed cyC, 
They lay therein thoſe corles tenderly, 
And bid them fleepein euerlaſting peace. 
Bur, ere they did their vtmoſt oblequy, 
Sir Guyou, more affcCtion to increale, 
Bynempt a ſacred yow, which nonethould ayereleafe. 
G1 
Thedead Knights ſword out of his ſheath he drew, 
With which he cut a lock of ail their hairc, 
Which medling with their bloud anJ earth, he threw 
Into the Graue, and gan deuoutly tweare; 
Such and ſuch euill God on G«yor reare, 
And worle and worſe young Orphanebe thy paine, 
IE.1, or thou, due vengeance doe forbeare, 
Till guiltie bloud her guerdon doe obraine: 
So, ſheſking many teares, they clos'd the earth againe. 
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I 
| Hus when. Sir Guyon with his faithfull guide 
| Had with cue rites and dolorous lament 
The end of thcirſad Tragedie vptide, 
The litle babe vpn his armes he hent; 
Who with ſweet pleaſance & bold blandiſh- 
Gan ſmile on them, that rather ought to weep, (ment 
As careleſlc ofhis woe, or innocent 
Of thatwas doen, thatruth emperced deep 
In that Knights hart,& words with bitter teares did ſteep. 


2 
Ah ! luckleſſe babe, borne vnder cruell ſtar, 
And in dead Parents baletull aſhes bred, 
Full litle weeneſt thou, what ſorrowes are 


Left theefor portion of thy liuchhed, 


Babes bloudy hanas may not beclens'd, 
the face of golden Meane. 

= Her ſiiters two Extremities : 

ſirine her to baniſh cleane. 
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p 
Poore Orphane, inthe wide world ſcattered, 
As budding branch rent from the natiue tree, 
And throwen forth, till 1t be withered : 
Such is the ſtate of men : thus enter wee 
Into this life with woe, and end with miſeree. 


Then ſoft himſelfe inclining on his knee 
Downeto thatfWell, did in the water weene 
(So loue does loath difdainefull nicitee) 
His guilty hands from bloudic gore to clecne. 
He waſht them oft and oft; yet nought they beene 
(For all his waſhing)cleatier. Still he ſtroue, 
Yetſtillthe little hands were bloudie ſeene ; 
The which him into great amaz'mentdroue, 
And into diuers doubt his waucring wonder cloue. 
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4 
He wiſt not whether blot of foule offence 


Might not be purg'd with water nor with bath ; 
Or that high God, inlieu of innocence, 
Imprinted had thattoken of his wrath, 

To ſhew how fore bloud-gwilrinefle he har'th ; 
Or that the charme and venim, which they drunk, 
Their bloud with ſecret filth infe&ed hath, 
Becing diffuſed through the ſenſelefle trunk; - 


That through the great contagion dircfull deadly ſunk. 


5 
Whom thus at gaze, the Palmer gan to bord 


With goodly reaſon, and thus faire beſpake; 
Ye been righthard amared, gracious Lord, 
And of your ignorance great maruell make, 
Whiles cauſe not well conceiued ye miſtake. 
But knowe,that ſecret vertues areinfus'd 

In euery Fountaine, andin cuery Lake, 


Which who hath sk1ll themrightly to haue chus'd, 


To proote of paſſing wonders hath full often vs'd. 
6 


Ofthoſe, ſome were ſofrom their ſourſe indewd 


By great Dame Nature, from whoſe fruitfull pap 
Their Well-heads ſpring, and are with moiſture deawd; 
Which feedes cach liuing plant with liquid ſap, 
And filles with flowres faire Floraes painted lap : 
Butotherſome, by gift of later grace, 

Or by good prayers, or by other hap, 

Had vyertue pourd into their waters baſe, 


(place. 


And thence-forth were renowm'd, & ſought from place to 


7 
Such is this Well, wrought by occaſion ſtrange, 


Which to her Nymph befell. Vpon a day, 

As ſhee the woods with bowe and ſhafts did raunge, 
The hartlefſe Hind and Robucketo diſmay, 

Dan Faunus chaunc't to meet her by the way, 

Anq kindling fire at her faire burning eye, 

Inflamed was to follow beauties chace, 

And chaced her, that faſt from him did fly; 


As Hind from her, ſo ſhe fled from herenemy. 


$ 


Arlaſt, when failing breath began to faint, 


And ſaw no meanes to ſcape, of ſhame affraid, 
She ate her downe to weepefor ſore conſtraint, 
Andto Diana calling loud for aide, 

Her deare beſought, tolet her dic amaid. 

The Goddeſle heard, and ſuddaine where ſhe fate, 
Welling out ſtreames of teares, and quite difmaid 
With ſtonie feare of that rude ruſtick mate, 


Transform'd her to a ſtone from ſtedfaſt virgins ſtate. 


9 
Lo, now ſhe is that ſtone; from thoſe two heads 


(As from two weeping eyes) freſh ſtreames doe flowe, 
Yetcold throughteare, and old conceiued dreads; 
And yetthe ſtone her ſemblance ſeemes to ſhowe, 
Shap tlike a maid, thatſuch ye _ her knowe 3 

And ycthervertues in her water bide : 

For, it is chaite and pure, as pureſtſnowe, 

Ne lets ker waves with any filth be dide, 


But cuer (like her ſelfe) ynſtained hath been tride. 


—  ——— 


I0 

From thence it comes, that this babes bloudy hand 

May not be clean{d with water of this Well : 

Ne certes Sir ſtriue you it to withſtand, 

But let them ſtill be bloudy, as befell, 

That they his mothers innocence may tell, 

As ſhe bequeath'din her laſt teſtament; 

That as a ſacred Symbole itmay dwell 

In her fonnes fleſh, to minde reuengement, 
And befor all chaſte Dames an endlet{e monimenr. 


II 
Hee harkned to his reaſon, and the child 
Vptaking, to the Palmer gaue to beare ; 
Burt his ſad fathers armes with bloud defild, 
An heauie load himlfelfe did lightly reare, 
And turning to thatplace, in which whyleare 
He lefthis lofty ſteed with golden ſell, 
And goodly gorgeous barbes, him found not theare. 
By other accidentthat earſt befel], 
He 1s convaide ; but how,or where, here fits not tell. 
- I2 
Which when Sir Guyor ſaw, all were he wroth, 
Yetalgates mote he ſoft himſelfe appeaſe, 
And fairely fare on foote, how cuerloth ; 
His double burden did him fore diſeaſe. 
So long they trauailed with little caſe, 
Till that atlaſt they to a Caſtle came, 
Built on arock adioyning to the ſeas; 
It was an auncient worke of antique fame, 
And wondrous ſtrong by nature, and by skilfull frame. 


I 
Therein three ſiſters dwelt Fund ſort, 
The children of one fire by mothers three ; 
Who dying whylome did diuide this Fort 
To them by equal ſhares in equall fee : 
Bur ſtrifefull mind,and diuers qualites _ 
Drew them in parts, and each made others foc: 
Still did they ſtriue, and daily diſagree ; 
The eldeſt did againſt the Rc, 
And both againſt the middeſt meantto worken woe. = 


I4 
Where, when the Knight arriu'd, he was right well 
Recciu'd, as knight of fo much worth became, 
Of ſecond ſiſter, who did far excell 
The other two ; Medina was her name, 
A ſober ſad, and comely curteous Dame; 
Who rich arrayd,and yetin modeſt guize, 
In goodly garments, { 26: her well became, . 
Faire marching forth in honourable wize, ; 


Him at the threſhold met, and well did enterprize, 


I 
She led him vp into a goodly bowre, 
And comely courted with meet modeftie; 
Nein her ſpeech, ne in herhauiour, 
Was lightneſle ſeene, or looſer yanitie, 
But gracious womanhood, and grauitie, 
Aboue the reaſon ofher youthly yeares : 
Her golden locks ſhe roundly did vpric 
In braydedtramels, that no looſer heares 
Did out of order ſtray about her dainty eares, 


Whul'(t 
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16 
Whilſt ſhe her ſelfe thus bufily did frame, 
Seemely to cntertaine her new-come gueſt, 
Newes | Srekvay to her other ſiſters came, 
Who all this while were attheir wanton reſt, 
Accourting each her friend with lauiſhfeaſt : 
They were two knights of pecrleſle puiſſaunce, 
And famous farre abroad for warlike geſt, 
Which to theſe Ladies loue did countenaunce, 
And to his Miſtreſle each himſelfe ſtroue to advaunce. 
17 
He that made lone vnto the eldeſt Damez 
Was hight Sir Huddibras, an hardy man; 
Yetnot ſo good of deeds, as great of name, 
Which he by many raſh adventures wan, 
Sinceerrant armesto ſew he firſtbegan ; 
More huge in ſtrength, then wiſein workes he was, 
Andrealon with foole-hardize ovyer-ran 
Sterne melancholy did his courage pals, 
And was (for terrour more) all arm'din ſhining brals. 
| 18 
But he thatlov'd the youngeſt, was Sars-loy, 
He that faire Ynalate foule outraged, 
The moſt ynruly and the boldeſt boy 
T hat cuer warlike weapons menaged, . 
And to all lawleſſe luſt —— Tk 
, Through ſtrong opinion ofhis matchleſle might; 
Ne oughthe car'd, whom he endamaged , 
By tortious wrong, or whom bereau'd of right. 
He now this Ladies champion choſe for loug-to fight. 


I9 G 
Theſe two gay knights, yow'd to ſo-diuers loucs, 
Each other does envie with deadly hate, 
And daily warre againſt his foeman moues, 
In hope to win morefauour with his mate, 
And th'others pleaſing ſeruice to abate, 
To magnific his owne. But whenthey heard, 
How in that place ſtrange Sang arriued late, 


Both knights and Ladies forth right angry far'd, 
And fiercely ynto battell ſterne themſelues prepar'd. 


20 
But cre they couldproceed ynto the place 
Where he abode, themſclues at diſcord fell, 
And cruell combat ioynd in middle ſpace : 
With horrible aſſault, and furie fell, | 
They heapt huge ſtroakes, the ſcorned life to quel]; 
Thar all on vprore from herſctled ſear, 
The houſe was raiſd, andall thatin did dwell; 
Seem'd that loud thunder with amazement great, 


Did rend theratling skies with flames of fouldring hear. 


21 
The noyſethereof calth forth that ſtranger Knight, 

. To weet what dreadfull thing was therein hond; 
Where, when as two braue knights in bloudy fight 
With deadly rancour he enraunged fond, 

His ſunbroad ſhield about his wreſt he bond, 
And ſhyning bladevnſheath'd, with which heran 
Vato that ſtead, their ſtrife toynderſtond; 
And, athis firſtarriuall, them began 
With goodly meanes to pacific, well as he can. 


22 

But they him ſpying, both with ercedy force 
Attonce ypon him ran, and him belct 
With ftroakes of morrall ſteele without remorte, 
And on his ſhield like iron fledges ber: 
As when a Beare and T:gre, being mer 
In cruell fight on lybicke Ocean vide, 
Efpy a trauailer with feet ſurber, 
Whom they in equallprey hopeto dwide, 

They ſtinttheir ſtrife, and him afſaile on eucry ſide. 

—_ 

Buthe, not like a wearie ans, lere, 
Their ſharp aflaulr rightboidy did rebur, 
And ſuffted nottheir blowes to bite him nere; 
But with redoubled buffes them back did pur : 
Whoſe grieued mindes,whichcholer did enolur, 
Againftthemſelues turning their wrathfull {pight, 
Gan with new rage their ſhields to hew and cur; 

| But ſtill when Guyon came to part their fight, 
ith heauie load on him they freſhly gan to ſmight. 


2 

As atall ſhip rofled in REV Eo ſeas, 
Whom raging winds threatning to make the pray 
Of the rough rocks, do diuerſly diſeale, | 
Meets two contrary billowes by the way, 
Thather oneither fide doſoreaſlay, 
And boaſt to fallow her in greedy Graie; 
She,ſcorning both their ſpights,does make wide way, 
And with her breaſt breaking the fomy waue, 

Does ride on both their backs, and faire her ſelfe doth fue: 


2 

So boldly he him beares, md ruſheth forth 
Betweenethem both, by conduR of his blade: 
WoniJrous great prowefle and hergick worth 
He ſhew'd that day, and rare enfample made; 
When two ſo mighty warriours he diſmade: 
Attoncehe wards and ſtrikes, hetakes and payes, 
Now torc'tto yield, nowforcing to invade, 

| Before, behind, and round abouthim laves : 

So double was his paines, ſo double be hispraiſe. 


2 

Strange ſort of fight, three valiant Enighrs to ſee 
Three combats ioyne in one, and todarraine 
Artriple warre with triple enmitee, 
All for their Ladies froward loueto oaine, 
Which gotten was bur hate. So loue does raine 
In ſtouteſt mindes, and maketh monſtrous warre; 
He maketh warre, hemaketh peace againe, 
And yet his peace is but continuall iarre: 

O miſerable men, that to him ſubie& arre! 

27 | 

While thus they mingled werein furious armes, 
Thefaire Medinawith her trefſes torne, 
Andnakedbreaſt (in pitty of their harmes) 
Emongſt them ran, and falling them beforne, 
Beſought them by the wormmbe which them had borte, 
And by the loues, which were to them moſt deare, 
And by the knighthood, which they ſure had fworne, 
Theirdeadly cruell diſcord to forbeare,. 

And to her iuſt conditions of Fairepeace to heare; 


But 
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But her two other ſiſters, ſtanding by, 

Her loud gainſaid, and both thr Champion bad 

Purſue the end of their ſtrong enmity, 

As cuer of their loues they would be glad. 

Yet ſhe, with pitthy words and counſell ſad, 

Still ſtroue their ſtubborne rages to revoke; 

That, atthelaſt, ſuppreſſing f mad, 

They gan abſtaine from dint of direfull ſtroke, 
And harken tothe ſober ſpeeches which ſhe ſpoke. 


29 
Ah ! puiſſaunt Lords, what curſed cuill Spright, 
Or fell Erinnys, in your noble harts 
Her helliſh brond hath kindled with deſpight, 
And ſtird you vp to worke your wilfull ſmarts ? 
Is this theioy of armes ? be thee the parts 
Of glorious knight-hood, after bloud to thurſt, 
Anſ not regard due right andiuſtdeſarts? 
Vaine is theyaunt, and vitory vniuſt, 


That more to mighty hands,then rightful cauſe doth truſt. 
30 
And, were there rightfull cauſe of difference, 


Yet were not better, faire it to accord, 

Then with bloud-guiltineſs to heape offence, 

And morrall I joyneto crimeabhord? 

O ! fly from wrath: fly, 0 my liefeſt Lord. 

Sad be the fights, and bitter fruites of warre, 

And thouſand Furies wait on wrathfull ſword; 

Ne oughtthe praiſe ofprowefle more doth marre, 
Then foule revenging rage, and baſe contentious iarre. 


I 
But louely concord, and maſt lacred peace, 
Doth nouriſh vertue, and faſt friendſhip breedes ; 
Weake ſhe makes ſtrong,8& ſtrong thing docs increaſe, 
Till it the pitch of higheſt praiſe lo : 
Braue be her warres, and honourable deeds, 
By which ſhe triumphs ouer ire and pride, 
And winnes an Oliue girlondfor her meeds : 
Be therefore, © my deare Lords, pacifide, 
And this milsceming diſcord meekly lay aſide. 


32 
Her gracious words their rancour did appall, 
And ſunke ſo deepe into their boyling breſts, 
That downe they let their cruell weapons fall, 
And lowelydid abaſetheir loftie creſts 
To her faire preſence, and diſcrete behefſts. 
Then ſhe began atreatieto procure, 
And ſtabliſh termes betwixt both theirrequeſts, 
That as a lawe for euer ſhould endure; 
Whichto obſerue, in word of knights they did aſſure. 


Which to confirme, and ef A bind their league, 
Afﬀeer their wearie ſweat and bloudy toile, 
She them beſought, during their quiet treague, 
Into her lodging to repaire awhile, | 
To reſt themſelues, and grace to reconcile. 
They ſoone conſent: ſo forth with her they fare, 
Where they are well receiu'd,and made to ſpoile 
Themlſelues of ſoiled armes, and to prepare 
Their minds to pleaſure, and their mouthes to dainty fare. 


4 
And thoſe two froward liſters (their faire loues) 

Came with them cke (all were they wondrous loth) 

And fained cheare,as for the time behoues ; 

But could not colour yet fo wellthe troth, 

But that their natures bad appeard in both : 

For, both did at theirſecond fiſter grutch, 

Andinly grieue, as doth an hidden moth 

The inner garmentfrert, notth'ytter touch; (muck, 
One thought their chear too little, th'othgr thought too 


Eliſſa (ſo the eldeſt hight) FH deeme 
Such entertainement baſe, ne oughtwould cat, 
Ne ought would ſpeake, bur euermore did ſeeme 
As diſcontent forwant of mirth ormeat; 
No ſolace could her Paramour intreat 
Her once to ſhowe, ne court,nor dalhance : 
But with bentlowring browes, as ſhe would threat, 
She ſcould, and frownd with froward countenaunce, 
Vaworthy of faire Ladies comely gouernaunce. 


But young Periſſa was of other mind, 
Full of diſport, ſtill laughing, looſely lighr, 
And quite contrary to her ſiſters kind! ; 
No meaſure in-her mood, no rule of right, 
But poured out in pleaſure and delight; 
In wine and meats ſhe flow'd aboue the bank, 
And in exceſſcexceeded her owne might; 
In ſumptuous tireſhe ioy'd herſelfe roprank; 
But of her louetooJauiſh (little haue ſhe thank.) 


. 7 
Firſt, by her fidedid fit the bold Sans loy, 
Fit mate for ſuch a/mincing mineon, 
Whoin herl6oſeneſſetooke exceeding iy; 
Might not be found afranker franion, 
Of her lewdparts to maRecompanion 
But Huddibras, more like a Malecontent, 
Did ſee andgrieueat his bold faſhion ; 
Hardly could he endure his hardiment, 
Yet ſtill he ſat, and inly did himſelfe torment. 
8 


Betwixt them both, the Fairs Medinaſlate, 
With ſober grace, and goodly cariage : 
With equall meaſure ſhedid moderate 
The ſtrong extremuties of their outrage ; 
That forward paire ſhe euer would Mae, 
When they would ſtriuedue reaſon to exceed; 

- Butthat ſame froward twaine would accourage, 

Andof herplenty addeynto their need: 

So kept ſhe them in order, and herſclfein heed. 


9 
Thus fairely ſhee INVERT. herfeaſt, 
And pleafd them all with meet fatietic : 
Atlaſt, when luſt of meat and drinke was ceaft, 
She Guyon deare beſought of curteſie, 
To tell from whence he came through icopardie, 
And whither now on new adventure Fad 
Who, with bold grace, and comely grauity, 
Drawing to him the eyes of all around, 
From lofty fiege begantheſe words aloud to ſound. .. 
This 
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This thy demaund, © Lady, doth rewue 

Freſh memory in me of that great Queene, 

Great and moſt glorious virgin Queeneahue, 

T hat with her ſoucraigne powre, and ſcepter ſheene, 

All Facrie Lond docs peaceable ſuſteene. 

In wideſt Ocean ſhe her throne does reare, 

That ouer all the earth itmay beſcene; 

As morning ſunne her beames difpredden cleare : 
Andin hcr face, faire peace and mercy doth appeare. 
In her, the riches of all heauenly grace 

In chiefe degree are heaped vp on hie : 

And all,that elſe this worlds encloſure baſe 

Hath great or glorious in morrtall eye, 

Adornes the perſon of her Maicſtic ; 

That men behalding lo greatexcellence, 

And rare perteCtion in mortalitie, 

Doe her adore with ſacred reuerence, 

As th'Idole of her Makers great magnificence. 
42 
To her,I homage and my ſeruice owe, 

In number of the nobleſt knights on ground, 

Mongſt whom, on me ſhe deigned 66a 

Order of Maydenbead, the moſtrenownd, 

That may this day in all the world be found: 

An __ {olemne feaſt ſhe wonts to make 

The day that firſt doth lead the yeare around ; 

To which all Knights of worth and courage bold 
Reſort, to heare of ſtrange adventures to be told. 


4 
There this old Palmer fd himſelfe thatday, 
And to that mighty Princeſle d1d complaine 
Of grieuous muſchiefes, which a wicked Fay 
Had wrought, and many whelmd indeadly paine, 
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Whereot he crav'dredrefie. My Soucraigne, 
Whoſe glory is in gracious deeds, and joyes 
Throughout the world her mercy to maintaine, 
Eftſoones deuis'd redrefle for tuch annoyes 3 


Mee (all vnfit for ſo greatpurpoſe) ſhe employes. 


44 
Now hath faire Phebe with her filver face 


Thrice ſcene the ſhadowes of the nearher world, 
Sith laſt I left that honourable place, 

In which herroyall preſence 3s introld ; 

Ne cuer ſhall I reſt in houſe nor hold, 

Till I tharfalſe Acraſca have wonne ; 

Of whoſe foule deeds (too hideous to be told) 

I witnefle am, and this their wretched ſonne, 


Whoſe wofull Parents ſhe hath wickedly fordonne. 


45 
Tell on, faire Sir, ſaid ſhe, that dolefull tale, 


From which ſad ruth does ſceme yourtoreftraine, 
That we may pitty ſuch vnhappy bale, 

And learne - 4.08 pleaſures poylon to abſtaine : 
III, by enſample, good doth often gaine. 

Then forward he his purpoſe o4n purſew, 

And told the ſtorie ot the mortal paine, 

Which Mordant and .Amavia did rew ; 


As with lamenting eyes himſelſe did Jately view. 
6 


4 
Night was farte ſpent, and now in Ocean decpe 


O0r,0nAlying faſt from hiſſing Snake, 

His flaming head did haſten for to ſtcepe, 
When of his pittious tale he end did make; 
Whilſt with delight of that he wiſely ſpake; 
Thoſe guelts beguiled, did beguile their eyes 
Of kindly ſleeve, that did them overtake. 
Arlaſt, when they had market the changed skyes, 


They wiſt their houre yas ſpent; then cach to reſt him hies, 
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he: Diſperſt the ſhadowes of the miſtie night, 
9 And Titan playing on the Eaſterne ſtreames, 
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Sir Guyon, m:ndfull ofhis vow vplight, 
Vprole from drowfie couch, and him addreft 
Vnto the journey which he had behight : 
His puiſſant armes about his noble breſt; 
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Then,taking Conge of that virgin pure, 
The bloudy-handed babe vnto her truth 
Did earneſtly commit, and her comure, 
Invertuous lore to traine his tender youth, 
And all thar gentle nouritureenſu'th : 
And, thatſo foone as riper yeares heraught, 
He nught for memory of that daiesruth, 
B: called Ruddymane, and thereby taught, 


T ayenge his Parents death, onthem that had it wrought. 


So forth he far'd, as now bekell, on foot, 
Sith his good ſteed is lately from him gone : 
Patience perforce; helpleſſe whatmay it boot 
To fretfor anger, orfor griefe to mone? 
His Palmer now ſhall foot no more alone : 
So fortune wes 96 as ynder greene woods fide 
Helately heard that dying Lady grone, 
He lefthis ſteed without, and ſpeare befide, 
And ruſhed in on foote, to ayde herere ſhe dide. 


4 
The whiles, a loſellwandring by the way, 
One that to bounty neuer caſt his mind, 
Nethought of honour cuer did aflay 
His baſer breſt, butin his keftrell kind 
A pleaſing veine of glory vaine did find, ; 
To which his lowing tongue, and troublous ſpright 
Gaue him greatayde, and made him more inclin'd:” 
Hezthat braue ſteed there finding ready dight, © * © 
Purloynd both ſteed and ſpeare, andran away full light, 


Now gan his hartall (well iLiollitie, ENCE. 
And of himſelfe great hope and helpe conceiu'd, - + / 
Thatpuffed vp withſmoake of vanitic, T5400 
And with ſelfe-loued perſonage deceiu'd, 

He gan to hope, of mento bereceiu'd _ 

Forfach, as he him thought, orfaine would bee : : 
Bur, for in court gay portaunce heperceiu'd, 

And gallant ſhewto be in greateſt gree, | 

Eftſoones to Court he caſt Cauaunce hs firſt degree. 


6 
And by the way he chaunced to eſpy 
One fitting 1dle on a ſunny banke, 
To whom auaunting in great brauery, 
As Peacock, that his painted plumes doth pranke, 
He {mote his courſer in the trembling flank, 
And to him threatned his hart-thrilling ſpeare: 
Thelcely man, ſeeing him ride ſorank, 
-_  Andaymeathim, fell flatto ground for feare, 
And crying Mercy loud, his pittious hands gan reare. 


| 7 | 
Thereat the Scarcrow wexed wondrous proud, 
Through fortune of his firſt adyenture faire, 
And with big thundring voycerevil'd himloud ; 
Vile Caytiue, vaſſall of dread and defpaire, 
worry of the common breathed aire, 
Why liueſt thou, dead dog, alenger day, 
And doolt notvnto death thy ſelfe prepare ? 
Die, or thy ſelfe my captiue yield for ay; 
Greatfanour Ithee grant,for aunſwere thus to ſtay. 
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Hold, © deare Lord, hold your dead-dooing hand, 
Then loud he cride, Iam your humble thrall. 
Ah wretch (quoth he) thy deſtinies withſtand 
My wrathfull will, and doefor mercy call. 
I giue thee life: therefore proſtrated fall 
And kifle my ftirrup ; that thy homage bee. 
The Miſer threwe himſcelfe as an OA, 
Straightat his foote irbaſe humiliree, 

And cleaped him his Liege, to hold of him in Fee, 


Pe pf 
So, happy peace they made and faire accord : 
Eftloones this liege-man gantq wex more bold, 
And when he felt the folly of his Lord, 
In his owne kind he gan himſelfe vnfold : 
For, he was wylie witted, and growne old 
In cunning ſleights and praftick knwery. 
From that day forth he caſtfor to vphold 
His idle humour with fine flattery, 
And blowe the bellowes to his rotting yanitie. 
10 
Trompart, fit man for Braggadochio, 
To ſerue at Court in view of vaunting eye; *®* _ 
Vaine-glorious man, when fluttring wind does blowe 
In his I1ght wings, is lifted vp to sky : 
The ſcorne of knight-hood and true cheualrie, 
To thinke without deſert of gentle deed, 
And noble worth, to be adyaunced hie : 
Such prayſe is ſhame; buthonour, vertues meed, 
Doth beare the faireſt Aowre in honourable ſeed. 


So,forth they paſle (2 wellzam 
Till thatatlength with 4 
Who ſeeing onethatſhonein armdur faire, 
On-goodly courler, thundring with his feet, 

Eftſoones ſuppoſed him aperſon meer, 
Of his revenge to make the inſtrument : 
For, ſince the Redcroſſe knighthe earſt did weet, 
To been with Guyon knit 1n one conſent, 
The ll, which carſt to him;henow to Guyon meant, 
12: 

And comming cloſe to Trompart, gan inquere 
Of him, what mighty warriour that mote bee, 
Thatrode in golden ſell with ſingle ſpeare, 

But wanted ſword to wreake his enmitee. 
Heis a great adventurer (ſaid hee) 
That hath his ſword through hard aflay forgone, 
And now hath vowd, tilihe avenged bee 
Of that deſpight, neuer to wearen none; 
That ſpeare is him enough to doena thouſand grone. 
I 
Th'enchaunter amukipionat inthe yaenr, 
And weened well ere lopg his will to win, 
 Andboth his foen with equall foyle to daunty 
Tho, to him outing lowely, did begin 
Toplaine of prongs, which had committed bin 
By Guyon, and by thatfalſe Redcroſſe knight; 
Which two, through treaſon and deceitfull gin, 
Had flaine Sir Mordant, and his Lady bright: | 
That mote him honour win, te wreake ſo foule Gas 
: There- 
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There-with all ſuddainely he ſeem'd enraged, 
And threatned death with dreadfull countenaunce, 
As if their liues had in his hand been gaged; 
And with ſtifte force ſhaking his mortal[ launce, 
To let him weet his doughtie valiaunce, 
Thus ſaid ; Old man, great ſure ſhall be thy meed, 
If where thoſe knights for feare of dew vengeance 
Doe lurke, thou certainely to mearecd, 


That I may wreake on them their hainous hatefull deed. 


I5 
Certes, my Lord ({a1d he) that ſhall I ſoone, 
And giue you ke good help to their decay: 
But mote I wiſely you aduiſeto doon ; 
Giueno ods to your foes, butdoe purua 
Your ſelfe of ſword before that bloudy day : 
| For, they be tvvo the proweſt knights on ground, 
And oft approu'd in many hard affay 
And cke of ſureſt ſteele, that may be found, | 
Do arme your ſelfe againſt that day, themro confound. 
16 


Dotard (ſaid he) ler bethy deepe adviſe; 

Secrves that chrough many yeares thy wits thee faile, 

And that weake eld hath left thee nodking wiſe z 

Elſe neuer ſhould thy iudgement be ſo frule, - 

To meaſuremanhood by the fword or maile. 

Is not enough foure ; more of a man, 

Withouten tword or ſhield, an hoſtto quaile> - 

Thou little woteſt, what this righthand can : ' 
Speake they, which haue beheld che battailes which/it wan. 


17: 
The man was much abaſhed at his boaſt; 
Yet well hewiſt, that whoſo would contend - 
With either of thoſe Knights on euen coaſt, 
Should need of all his armes, him to defend ; 
Yet feared leait his boldnefſe ſhould offend, 
When Braggadocchio laid, Once I did fiveare, as 
When with one ſword ſcuen knights I brought to:end, 
Thence-forthin battaile neuer Fo to beare, 
But it were that, which nobleſt knight on earth doth weare, 


18 
Perdic, Sir Knight, {aid then th'enchaunter bliue, 
That ſhall Lthortly purchaſeto your hond : 
For, now the beſt and nobleſt knight alive 
Prince Arthur is, that vvonnes in Faerie lond ; 
He hath a ſword that flames ke burning brond. 
Theſame (by my adviſe) Ivadertake 
Shall by to morrow by thy ſide be fond. 
At which bold word that boaſter gan to quake, 
And wondred in his mind, what mote that monſter make. 


I 
He ſtaid not for more bidding, but awa 
Was ſuddaine vaniſhed out of his ſight : 
The Northerne wind his wings did broad diſplay 
At his commaund, and reared him vp light 
From off the earth to take his acrie fight. 
They looktabour, but no where could ef | 
Tract of his foore : then dead through great affrighe 
They. both nigh were,and each bad otherflic: 
Both fled attonce, ne cucr backe regurned eye: 


20 

Till that they comme vnto a Foreſt greene, 
In which they ſhrowd theraſclues from cauſeleſle feare; 
Yet feare them followes ſtil, where ſo they beene. 
Each trembling leafe, and whiſtlin g wind x 9 heare, 
As gaſtly bug heir hare on end does reare : 
Yet both doe itriue their fearefulnefle to frine, 
Atlaſt, they heard a horne, tharſhrilled cleare 

« Throughoutthe wood, that ecchoed aguine, 

And made the foreſt ring, as it wogld riue in twaine. 
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Efr through the thick they heard one rudely ruſh; 
With noyle whereothe from his lofty ſteed 
Downe tell to ground,and crepr into a buſh, 
To hide his coward head trom dying dreed. 
But Trompartſtoutly ſtaid rotaken heed 
Of what might hap. 'Efrſoone there ſtepped forth 
A goodly Lady, clad inhunters weed, 
Thatleeto'd to bea woman of great vyorth, 

And by her ſtately portance, borne of keauenly birth. 

23 

Her face fo faireas fleſhirſeemednor, 
But heauenly pourtraict of bright Angels hew, 
Cleare as the skie, withouten blame or blot, 
Through goodly maxture of complexions dew ; 
And RE. cheeks the vermeill red did ſhew - 
Likerofes in a bed of lilies ſhed, 
The which ambrofiall odours from them threw, 
And gazers ſenſe with double pleaſure fed, 

Able to kealethe ficke, and toreuine the ded. 

2 

In her faire eyes twoliuing lamps did flame, 
Kindledaboue atth heanenly makers lighr, 
And gdarted firie beames outof the fame, 
So paſsing pearceant, and fo wondrous bright, 
Thatquite bcreau'd theraſh beholders ſight : 
In them the blitided god his luſtfull fire 
To kindle oftaſlayd, but had no might; 
For, with drad Maieſtie, and awfullire, 

She broke his wanton darts, and quenched baſe defire. 


24 
Her Tvorie forhead, full of bountie brave, 
Like a broad table did it lelfe diffpred, 
For Louehis loftie triumphs to engraue, 
And writethebattels of his great godhed: 
All goodand honour mighttherein bered: 
For there their dwelling was. And when ſhee ſpake, 
Sweet words, like Jropping honny ſhe did ſhed, 
And twixtthepearles and rubins loftly brake 
A ſilver found, that heauenly muſicke teem'd to make. 
ſ 
Vpon her eye-lids many Ke ſate, 
Vnder the ſhadow of her euen browes, 
Working belgards, and amorous retrate, 
And euery one her with a grace endowes : 
And euery one with meckenefle ro her bowes. 
So glorious mirrour of celeſtial grace, 
AJ {ouerune moniment of mortall yowes, 
How ſhall fraile pen deſcriue her heauenly face, 
For feare through want of skll her beautie to diſgrace? 


So 


72 THE SECOND BOOKE OF A/L/ant- 111. 


26 

So faire, and thouſand thouſand times more faire 

She feem'd, when ſhe preſented was to fight, 

And was yclad (for heat of ſcorching aire) 

All1n a filken Camus, hilly white, 

Purfled vpon with many a folded plight, 

Whichall aboue beſprinkled was throughout, 

Wuith golden aygulers, that gliſtred bright, 

L:kerwinkling ſtarres, and all the skirt about 
Was hemd with golden fringe d *gae * 


77 SE 

Bceloweher ham herweede did ſome-what traine, 

And her ſtreightlegs moſtbrauely were embayld 

In gilden baking of coſtly Cordwaine, 

All bard with golden bendes, which were entaild 

With curious anticks, and full faire aumaild : 

Before,they faſtned were vnderher knee 

In arich Iewell, and thereinentraild 

The end of all their knots, that none might ſee, 
How they within their fouldings cloſe enwrapped bee. 

8 


2 
Like two faire Marble pillours they were ſcene, 
Which doe the temple of the Gods ſupport, 
Whom all the people decke with girlands greene, 
And honour in their feſtjuall reſort; 
Thoſe ſame with ſtately grace, and princely port 
She taughtto tread, when ſhe her ſelfe would grace: 
But with the wooddy Nymphes when ſhe didplay, 
Or when the flying Libbard ſhe did chace, 
She could them nimbly moue, and after flie apace. 


29 
And in herhanda ſharp bore-ſpeare ſhe held, 
Andat herbacke a bowe and quuuer gay, 
Stuft with ſteele-headed darts, where-with ſhe.queld 
Theſaluage beaſts in her vitorious play, 
Knit with a golden bauldrick, which forelay 
Athwart her ſnowy breaſt,and did diuide 
Her dainty paps; which like young frut in May 
Now little gan to ſwell, and becing tide, 
Through her thin weed theirplaces oucly ſignifide. 


| O 

Her yellowelocks criſped, ſike golden wire, 

Abouther ſhoulders weren looſely ſhed, 

And when the wind emongſt them did inſpire, 

They wavedlike a penon wide diflpred, 

And lowe behinde her backe were Endod : 

And whetherartit were, or heedlcfſe hap, 

As through-the flowring forreſtraſh ſhefled, 

In her rude haires ſweet Hlowres themſclues didlap, 
And flouriſhing freſh leaues and bloſſoms did enwrap. 


21 
Such as Diana by the ſandy ſhore 
Of ſwift Eurotas,or on Cyntbus grecne, 
Where all the Nywphes haue her vnwares forlore, 
Wandreth alone with bowe and arrowes keenc, 
To ſeeke hcr game: Oras that famotis Queene 
Of Ama%ons, whom Pyrrius did deſtroy, 
The day thatfirſt-of Px:ame ſhe was ſecne, 
' Did ſhewherſelfe in ercartriumphant ioy, 
T © luccourtheweake ſtate of ſad :flited Troys' 


L 2 

Such oS as hartleſſe Trompert her did view, 

He was diſmayed in his coward mind, 

And doubted, whether he himſelfe ſhould fhew, 

Or fly away, or bide alone behind : | 

Both feare and hope he in her face did find, 

When ſheatlaſt him ſpying, thus beſpake; 

Hajle Groome ; did{tnor thou ſcea bleeding Hind, 

Whoſe right haunch earſt my ſtedfaſt arrowe ſtrake 2 
If thou didft, tell mee, that I way her overtake. 


Where-with reviu'd, this 200 forth he threw ; 
O Goddeſle (for ſuch I thee take to bee) 
For, neither doth thy face terreſtiall ſhew, 
Nor voyce found martall; Lavow to thee, 
Such wounded beaſt, as that, I did notſce, 
Sith earſtinto this forreſt wild-I came. 
But mote thy goodlyhed forgiucit mee, 
To weet whack of the Gods I ſhallthee name, 
Thatynto thee due worſhip I may rightly frame. 


4 
To whom ſhe thus ; but ®.. her words enſewed, 
Vato:the buſh her cye did ſuddaine glaunce, 
In which vaine Braggadocchio was mewed, 
And ſawat itirre : ſhe left her pearcing launce, 
And towards gan a deadly ſhaft advaunce, 
In mind to marke the beaſt. At which {ad ſtowre, 
Trempart forth ſtept, to ſtay the mortall chaunce, 
Out-crying,o whateuer heauenly powre, 


Or carthly wight thou be, with-hold this deadly howre. 


5 
O ſtay thy hand forged is no game 
For thy fierce arrowes, them to exerciſe ; 
Lur lo, my Lord, my ltcge, whoſe warlike name, 
Is farre renowm'd through many bold empriſe ; 
And now1n ſhade he ſhrowded yonderlies. 
She ſtaid; with that,he crauld out of his neſt, 
Forth creeping on his caitiue hands and thies, 
And ſtinaing ſtourly vp, his loftie creſt 
Did fiercely ſhake, and rowze, as comming late fromreft, 
6 


As fearcfu]l fowle, that "To. in ſecret Cave 
For dread of ſoaring 8. her (elfe hath hid, 
Not caring how, herfſilly lifeto ſaue, 
She her gay painted plumes dxforderid, 
Sceing atlaſt her ſeltefrom danger rid, 
Peepes foorth, and ſoone renewes her natiuepride; 
She gins her feathers foule disfigured 
Proudly to prune, and ſet on euery fide, 
So ſhakes off ſhame, ne thinks how erſt ſhe did her hide; 
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So when her goodly viGerke beheld, 
He gan himſeife ro vaunt: but when he viewed 
Thoſedeadly tooles, which in her hand ſhe held, 
Soone1ntg other fits he was transmewed, 
Til ſhee to him her graciousſpeech renewed; 
All halle, Sir knight,and well may thee befall, 
As all the ike, which honour bauc purſewed 
Through deeds of armes and prowefle Martiall ; 


All vcrtue merits praiſe: butſuch the moſt of all. Bt 
| 5 
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To whom he thus; © faireſt vnder skie, | 
True be thy words, and worthy ofthy praiſe, 
That wes A feates dooſt higheſt glorifie. 
Therein haue I ſpentall my youthly daies, 
And many battailes fought, and many fraies 


Throughout the world, whereſo they might bee found, 


Endeuouring my dreaded name to raiſc 
Aboue the Moone, that fame may itreſound 
In her eternall trompe, with laurell girland cround. 


But, what art thou (© LadyJwhich dooſtrange 

In this wilde foreſt, where no pleaſure is, 

And dooſt not it for ioyous Court exchange, 

Emongſt thine equall Peeres, where happy bliſs 
And all delight does raigne, much more thenthis? 
Therethou maiſt loue, and dearely loued bee, 

And ſwim in pleaſure, which thou heere dooſt miſs ; 
There maiſt thou beſt be ſeene, and beſt mailt ſee :; 


The wood 1s fit for beaſts; the Courr is fitfor thee. 
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Whoſo in pompe of proud eſtate (quoth ſhee) 

Does ſwim, and bathes himſelfein courtly bliſs, 

Does waſte his daies in darke obſcuritee, 

And in obliuion cuer buried is : 

Where eaſe abounds, yt's eath to doe amiſs; « 

But who his limbs with labours, and his mind 

Behaues with cares, cannot ſo eafie mils. 

Abroad in armes, at home in ſtudious kind | 

Who ſeckes with painefull toile, ſhall honour ſooneſtfind. 
I 

In woods, in waues, in Es ſhe wonts to dwell, 

And will be found with perill and with paine; _ 

Ne can the man that moulds in idle Cell, 

Vnrto her happy manſion attaine: 

Before her gate high God did Sweat ordaine, 

And wakefull Watches cuer to abide: Ate 

But eafieis the way, and paſſage plaine 

To Pleaſures palace; it may toone beſpide, 


And day and night her dores to all ſtand open wide. 


2 
In Princes Court, The reſt ſhe would haue ſaid, 
But that the fooliſh man (fild with dehght 

Of her ſweet words, that all his ſenſe diſmaid, 
And with her wondrous beauty rauiſht quight) 


Gan burne1n filthy lult, and leaping light, 
Thoughtin his baſtard armes her to embrace. 
With that,ſhe ſwaruing back, her Lauclin bright 
. Againſt him beat, and fiercely did menace : 
So, turned her about, and fled away apace. 


Which when the Peaſant 'S amarz'd hee ſtood, 
And grieucd at her flight; yet durſt henot 
Purlew her ſteps, through wild vaknowen wood ; 
Beſides, he feard her wrath, and threatned ſhort 
Whiles in the buſh he lay, not yetforgor : 
Ne car'd he greatly for her preſence vaine; 
But turning, ſaid to Trompart, Whatfoule blot 
Is this to kmght, that Lady ſhould againe 
Depart to woods vntouchr, afid leaue fo proud diſdaine # 


44 

Perdie (ſaid Trompart) lether paſſe at will, 

Leaſt by herpreſence danger mote betall. 

For, whocantell (and ſure I feareitill) 

But that ſhe is ſome powre celeſtial] ? 

For, whiles ſhe ſpake, her great words did appall 

_- feeble courage, and my hart oppreſle, 

That yer I quake and tremble oucr all. 

And I (ſaid Braggadocchio) thought no lefle, 
When firſt I wage || horne ſound with ſuch gaſtlineſle. 


2 

For, from my mothers wombe this grace 1 haue 
Me giuen by eternall deſtinie, | 
Thar carthly thing may not my courage braue 
Diſma _ feare, or cauie one footto flie, 
But either helliſh fiends, or powres on hue : 
Which was the cauſe, when earſt that horne TI heard, 
Weening it had beene thunder in the sky, 
I hid my ſelfe from it, as one affeard ; 

But when I other knew, my ſelfc I boldly reard. 

6 


4 
But now, for feare of worſe that may betide, 

Let vs ſoone hence depart. They foone agree 3 

Soto his ſteed he got,and gan to ride 

As one vnfit therefore, that all might ſee 

He had not trained been in cheualree. 

Which well that valiant courſer did difcerne; 

For, he deſpis'd totread in dew degree, 

Bur chauft and fom*d, with courage ficrce and ſterne, 
And to beeas'd of that baſe burden ſtill did yerne. 
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I 
| N braue purſuit of honourable deed, 
MY Thereis I knowe not whatgreat difference 
Betweene the vulgar and the noble ſeed, 
£1 Which vnto things of valorous pretence 
Yaz Secmes to be borne by natiue influence ; 
As,feates of armes,and loue to entertaine : 
But chiefly skill to ride, ſeemes a ſcience 
Proper to u_ bloud ; ſome others faine - 
To menage {teeds, as did this vaunter ; but in yaine. 


2 
But he (therightfu]l owner of that ſteed) 

Who well could menage and ſubduehis pride, 

The whiles on foot was forced forto yeed, 

With that black Palmer, his moſt truſtie gud: ; 

Who ſuffred not his wandring feetto {lide. 

But when ſtrong paſſion, or weake fleſhlineſſe 

Woul from the right way ſecke to draw him wide, 

He would through temperaunce and ſtedfaſtneſle, 
Teach him the weak to ſtrengthen, &the ſtrong luppreſle. 


. 

Irfortuned forth faring on his way, 

He ſaw from farre, or ſeemed for to ſee 

Some troublous vprore or contentious fray, 

Whereto he drew in haſte itto agree. 

A mad man, or that fained mad to bee, 

Drew by the hairealong vpon the ground, 

A handtome ſtnpling with great crueltee, 

Whom ſorc he bet, and gor'd with many a wound, 
That cheeks with tcares,& ſides with bloud did all abound. 


4 
And him behind, a wicked Hag did ſtalke, 
In ragged robes, and filthy diſarray, | 
Her otherleg was lame, that ſhe no'te walke, 
But on aſtafte her feeble ſteps did ſtay 3 
Her locks, thatloathly were and hoarie gray, 
Grew all afore, and looſely hung vnrold, 
Burtall behind was bald, and worne Way 
That none thereof could euer taken hold, 
And eke her face ill fauourd, full of wrinkles old. 
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And euer as ſhee went, her tic did walke 
In toulereproche, and tearmes of vile deſpichr, 
Prouoking him by her outragjous talke, 
To heape more vengeance on that wretched wight; 
Sometimes ſhe raught him ſtones, where-with to ſmite, 
Sometimes her ſtaffe, though ither oncleg were, 
Withouten which ſhe could not goe ypri ghr; 
Neany euill meanes ſhe did forbeare, 
That might him moue to wrath, and indignation reare. 
6 
The noble G#yon moou'd with greatremorſe, 
Approchang, firſt the Hag did thruſt away ; 
And after, adding moreimpetuous force, 
His mightie hands did on the mad man lay, 
And pluckt him back; who, all on fire ſtraight way, 
Againſt him turning all his fell intent, 
With beaſtly brutiſh rage gan him aſlay; 
And {mot, and bir, and kiekr, and ſcratchrt,and rent, 
And did he wiſt not what in his auengemenr. 


: 7 
Aud ſurche was a man of mickle might, 7 
Had he had gouernance, it well to guide : | 
But when the frantick fit inflam'd hus ſprighr, 
His force was vaine, and ſtrooke more often wide, 
Then at the aymed marke, which he had cyde : 
And ofthimfelfe he chaunc'tto hurtvnwares, 
Whilſt reaſon blent through paſſion, nought deſcride, 
Butas a blindfold Bull at randon fares, (nought cares. 
And where he hits, nought knowes, and whom hee hurts, 


8 
His rude afſaultand rugged handeling, 
Strangeſeemed to the Knight, that aye with foe 
In faire defence and goodly menaging 
Of armes was wont to fight: yetnatfiemoe 
Was he abaſhed now not fighting ſo; 
But moreenfiercedthrough his curriſh play, 
Him ſternely gryp't, and haling ro andfro, 
To overthrowe himſtrongly did aflay, 
But overthrew himſelfe yowares, and lowerlay. 
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And becing downe the tins ſore did beate, 

And bruze with clowniſh fiſts his manly face : 
And eke the Hag with many a batter threat, 

Still cald ypon to kill himia the place. 

With whole reproche and odious menace 

The Knight cmboyling in his haughry hart, 
Knit all his forces, and gan ſoone vnbrace 

His graſping hold : ſo hghtly did ypſtart, 

And drew hus deadly weapon, to mattaine has part. 


10 
Which when the Palmer ſaw, he loudly cryde, 
Not ſo, © Gyon, neucrthinke that ſo 

That Monſter can be maiſtred or deſtroyd: 

He is no, ah,he is not ſuch a foe, 

As ſteele can wound, or ſtrength canoverthroe. 
That ſame is Furor, curſed cruell wight, 


That vnto wes "a works much ſhameand woe; 


And that ſame Hag, his aged mother, highs 
Occaſton, the root of all wrath and deſpight. 
II 


With her, whoſowill raging Furor tame, 

Muſt firſt begin, and well heramenage: ; 
Firſt her reſtraine from her reprochetull blame, 
Andeuill meanes, with which ſhe doth enrage 
Her frantick ſonne, and kindles his courage: 


Then whenſhe is withdrawen, or ſtrong withſtood, 


It's eath his idle furieto aſſwage, 
And calme the tempeſt of his paſſion wood ; 


The bankes arc oucrflowen, when ſtoppedis the flood. 


12 
There-with Sir Guyonlefthis firſt emprilc, 

And turning to that woman, faſt her hent 

By the hoare locks, that hung before her cyes, 
And tothe ground herthrew : yet n'ould ſhe ſtent 
Her bitter rayling and foule reuilement, 

But ſtill prouok'r her ſonne to wreake her wrong; 
But nathelefle he did her ſtill torment, 

And catching hold of her vngratious tongue, 
Thereon an iron lock did faſten firme and ſtrong. 


I 
Then when asvſe of ſpeech w from her reft, 
With hertwo OR hands ſhe fignes did make, 
And beckned him, the laſt help ſhe had left : 
Buthe, that lait left help away did take, 
And both her hands fil bound vnto a ſtake, 
That ſhe no'te ſtirre. Then gan her ſonne to flie 
Full faſt away, and did her quite forſake; 
Bur G«yoz after him in haſte did hie, . 
And ſoone him overtooke in {ad perplexitie. 


I4 
Jn his ſtrong armes he ſtiftely hinzembrac't, 
Who him gaineſtriuing, nought at all preuaild : 
For, all his powre was vtterly defac't, 
And furious fits at earſt quite werenquaild : 
Oft here enforc't, and oft his forces faild, 
Yet yield he would not, norhisrancourſlack. 
Then him to ground he caſt, and rudely haild, 
And both his An faſt bound behind his back, 
And both his fcet in ferters to an iron rack. 


I 
With hundred iron chaincs he did him bind, 
And hundred knots that did him ſore conſtraine ; 
Yethis greatiron teeth heſh]l did grind, 
And grimly gnaſh, threatning reuenge in vaine : 


His burning eyen, whom bloudie ſttakes did ſtaine, 


Stared full wide, andthrew forth ſparks of fire, 


And more for ranke deſpight, then for great paine, 


Shak't his long locks, colourd hke.copper-wire, 
And bit his tawny beard to ſhew his raging ure. 
16 
Thus when as Guyon, Furor had captiu'd, 
Turning abour, he law that wretched Squire, 
Whom that mad man of life nigh late depriu'd, 
Lying on ground, all ſoyld with bloud and mire : 
Whom, whenas heperceiuedtoreſpire, 
He gan to comfort, and his wounds to dreſſe. 
Beeing atlaſtrecur'd, he ganinquire, 
What hard miiſshap him A ghtto ſuch diſtreſſe, 


And madethat caitiues thrall, the thrall of wretchedneſle. 


17 
With hartthen throbbing, and withwatry eyes, 
Faire Sir, quoth he, = man can ſhun the hap, 
That hidden lycsvowares him to ſurpriſe ? 
Misfortune waites advantage to entrap 
The man moſt warie,n her whelming lap. 
So me weake wretch, of many weakeſt one, 
Vnweeting, and vnware of ſuch raiſshap, 
She broughtto miſchictethrough occaſion, 
Where this ſame wicked villainedid melightypon. 
18 
It was a faithlefle Squire, that was the ſourſe 
Of all my ſorrow, and of theſe {ad teares, 


With whom from tenderdug of common nourſe, 


Attonce I was vpbrought; and eft when yecres 
More ripe ys reaſon lent to chuſe our Peares, 
Our lelues in league of vowed loue we knit : 
In which we long time, withouticalous feares, 
Our faultie thoughts continewd, as was fit; 
And for my part (I vow) diſſembled not a whit. 
19 
Itwas my fortune common to that age, 
To loue a Ladie faire of great degree, 
The which was borne of noble parentage; 
And ſctin higheſ:ſear of dignitec, | 
Yetſeem'd noleffe to loue, then lov'd to bee: 
Long I her feru'd, and found her faithfull ſtill, 
Ne euer thing could cauſe vs dilagree: 


Loue that two harts makes one, makes eke one will : 


Each ſtroue to pleaſe, and others pleaſure to fulfill, 


20 
My friend, hight Philemon, I did partake 
Or all my loue and all my priuitie 
Who greatly ioyous ſeemed for my ſake, 
And gracious to that Ladie,as tomec, 
Ne euer wightthat mote ſo welcome bee, 
As heto her, withouten blotor blame, 
Neeuer thing, thatſhee cauld thinke or ſee, 
But vnto him ſhe would 1mpartthe ſame : 
O wretched man! that would abuſe ſo gentle Dame. 
G 3. 
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21 
Atlaſt, ſuch grace T found, and meanes I wrought, 
T hatT that Lady to my ſpouſe had wonne; » 
Accord of friends, conſent of parents ſought, 
Affiance made, my happinefle begonne, 
There wanted nought bur few rites ro be donne, 
Which mariage make; that day too farre did ſeeme : 
Moſtioyous man, on whom the ſhining Sunne 
Did ſhew his face, my ſelfe I did eſteeme, 
And that my falfer friend did nolefle ioyous deeme. 


22 

But ere that wiſhed day his beame diſcloſd, 

He, either envying my toward good, 

Or of himſelfe to treaſon ill diſpoſd, 

Oneday vnto me came in friendly mood, 

And told (for ſecret) how he ynderſtood, . 

That Lady whom I had to me affin'd, 

Had both diſtaind her honourable blood, 

And ekethe faith, which ſhe to me did bind; 
And therefore wiſht me ſtay, till I more truth ſhould find, 


2 

The gnawing anguiſh and eupe zealouſie, 
Which his ſad ſpeech infixed in my breſt, 
Rankled ſo ſore, and feſtred inwardly, 
That my engrieued mind could find no reſt, 
Till that the truth thereof T did outwreſt, 
And him beſought by that ſame ſacred band 
Betwixt vs both, to counſell me the beſt. 

_ Hethen with ſolemne oath and plighted hand 

Aflur'd, erelong the truth to let me vnderſtand. 


2.4 
Ere long, with like againe he boorded mee, 
Saying, he now had boulted all the floure, 
And that it was a groome of baſe degree, 
Which of my loue was partner Paramour: 
Who vlied in a darkeſome inner bowre 
Her oft to meet: which better to approue, 
He promiſed ro bring me atthat howre, 
When I ſhould ſee that would me neerer moue, 
Anddriue me to with-draw my blind abuſed loue. 


25 
This graceleſſe man, for furtherance of his guile, 
Did court the handmaid of my Lady deare, 
Who glad t'emboſome his affeQtion vile, 
Did all ſhe might, more pleaſing to appeare. 
One day to worke her to hiswillmore neare, 
He woo'd her thus : Pryene (ſo ſhee hight) 
What great deſpight doth fortune to thee bearc, 
Thus Caonty to abaſe thy beauty bright, 
That it ſhould not deface all others lefserlight ? 
26 
But if ſhe had her leaſthelpro thee lenr, 
T'adorne thy forme according thy defart, 
Their blazing pride thou wouldeſt ſoone haue blent, 
And ſtaind their praiſes with thyleaſt good part; 
Ne ſhould faire Clarjbell with all her art 
(Thovgh ſhe thy Lady be) approche thee neare: 
For proofe thereof, this evening, as thou arr, 
Array thy ſelfe in her moſt gorgeous geare, 
ThatI may more delightin thy embracement deare. 


—— —_ 


27 
The Maiden, proud through praiſe,& mad through loue, 
Him harkned to,zand ſoone her ſelfe arraid, 
The whiles to me the treachour did remoue 
Has craftie engin, and as he had ſaid, 
Meleading, in aſecret corner laid, 
The ſad ſpeQator of my Tragedie; 
Whereleft, he went, and his ownefalſe partplaid, 
Diſguiſed ike that groome of baſe degree, 
Whom he had fein'd th'abuſer of my loue to bee. 
28 
Eftſoones he came vnto th'appointed place, 
And with him brought Pryene, rich arrayd, 
In Claribellaes clothes. Her proper face 
I notdiſcerned in that darkſome ſhade, 
But weend it was my loue, with whom he plaid. 
Ah God! what horrour and tormenting griefe, 
My hart, my hands, mine eyes, and all affai ! 
Me liefer were ten thouſand deathez priefe, 
Then wound of jealous worme, & ſhame of ſuchrepricfe. 
2 
Ihome returning, fraught with foule deſpight, 
And chawing pan memes all the way I went, 
Sooneas my loathed loue appeard in ſight, 
With wrathfull hand I flew her innocent ; 
That after ſoone I dearely did lament : 
For, when the cauſe of that outragious deed 
Demaunded,l made plaine and euident, 
Her faultie Handmad, which that baſe did breed, 
Confeſt, how Philemon her wroughtto change her weed. 


O 
Which when I heard, withhorrible affright 
And helliſh fury all enrag'd, I ſought 
Vpon my ſelfe that vengeable deſpight 
To puniſh : yetit betterfirſtT thought, 
To wreake my wrath on him, that firſt it wrought. 
To Philemon, falſe faytour Philemon, 
I caitto pay that Iſo dearely bought; 
Of deadly drugs I'gauc him drinkeanon, 
And waſhtaway his guiltwith guiltie potion. 
I 
Thus heaping crime on SF pet and griefe on priefe, 
Tolofle of loue adioyning loſle of friend, 
I meant to purge both, with athird miſchiefe, 
And in my woes beginneritto end: 
That was Pryene ; the did firſt offend, 
Shelaſt ſhould ſmart : with which cruel! intent, 
When I at her my murdrous blade did bend, 
She fled away with gaſtly dreriment, 
And I purſewing my fell purpoſe, after went. 
2 


Feare gaue her wings, andrage enforc't my flight; 
Through Woods andPlames, ſo long I did her chace, 
Till this mad man (whom your vitorious might - 
Hath now faſt bound) me metin middle fpace; 

As I her, ſo he mepurſewd apace, | 
And ſhortly overtooke: 1, breathing ire, 
Sore chauffed at my ſtay in ſuch a cafe, 
And with my heate, kindled his cruell fire; 
Which kindled once, his mother did tnorerage inſpire: 
Betwixt 
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Betwixt them both, they hauc me doen to die, 


Through wounds,and ſtroakes,8 ſtubborne handeling, 


Thar death were better then ſuch agony, 

As griefe and furie voto me did bring ; 

Of whichin me yet ſticks the morrall ſting, 
Thar during life will neuer be appeaſd. 

When he thus ended had his ſorrowing, 

Said Guyon, Squire, ſorchaue yebeene diſeaſd; 


But all your hurts may {oone through temperance be eald. 


4, 

Then ganthe Palmer thus Not wretched man, 
That to affe tions does the bridle lend ; 
In their beginning they are weake and wan, 
Burt ſoone through ſuffrance growe to fearefull end; 
Whiles they are weake, betimes with them contend : 
For, when they once to perfet ſtrength doc growe, 
Strong warres they make, and cruel] battry bend 
G.unit fort of Reaſon, it to overthrowe : 


Wrath,icalouſy,griefe,loue,this Squire haue laid thus Jowe. 


Wrath, iealouſic, griefe, ha doe thus expell: 
Wrath is a fire, and icalouſie a weede, 
Greefe is a flood, and loue a monſter fell; 
The fire of ſparks, the weed of little ſeede, 
The flood of drops, the Monſterfilth did breed: 
Bur ſparks, ſeed, drops, and filth doe thus delay; 


The ſparks ſoone quench, theſpringing ſeed outweed, 


The drops dryvp, and filth wipe cleane away : 
So ſhall wrath, iealouſic, griefe, loue, dieand decay. 


6 

Volucky Squire (ſaid Guyen) ſith thou haſt 
Falne into miſchiefe through intemperaunce, 
Henceforth take heede of thatthou now haſt paft, 
And guide thy waies with warie | a > 
Leaſt worſe betide thee by ſome later chaunce. 
But read how artthou nam'd, and of what kin. 
Phedon I hight (quoth he) and doe advaunce 
Mine aunceſtry from famous Coradin, 

Who firſt toraiſe our houſe to honour did begin. 


4 
Thus as he ſpakey lo, farre —_ they ſpide 

Avarletrunnipg towards haſtily, 
Whole flying feet ſo faſt theirway applide, 
That round about a cloud of duſt did flie, 
Which mingled all with ſwear, did dim his eye. 

He ſoone approched, panting, breathlefle, hot, 
And all ſo {oyld, that none could him delcry 3 
His countenaunce was bold, and baſhed not 


For Guyons logkes, but ſcornefull eyglaunce at him ſhot. 


8 

Behind his backe he bore Rf ne ſhield, 

On which was drawen faire, in colours fit, 

A flaming fire'in midit of bloudie field, 

And round about the wreath this word was writ, 

Burnt I doe burne. Right well beſeemed at, 

To be the ſhield of fome redoubted knight; 

Andin his handtwodarts exceeding flit, 

And deadly ſharpe he held, whoſe heads were dight 
In poyſon and in bloud of malice and deſpight. 


When hee inpreſence Rn, wo Guyon firſt 
He boldly ſpake, Sir knightif kmghr thou bee; 
Abandon this foreſtalled place at crit, 
For feare of further harme, I coun(ell thee, 
Or bide the chaunce at thine owne 1coperdie. 
The Knight at his great boldnefle wondered, 
And though heſcornd his idleyamtie, 
Yet mildly him to purpoſe anſwered; 

For, not to growe ofnought he xt conieCtured. 


©) 
Varlet, this place moſt Et: me Ideeme, 
Yielded by him thathel4 it forcibly. (ſceeme 
But, whence ſhould come that harme, which thou dooſt 
To threat to him,that minds his chaunce Caby ? 
Perdy (ſaid he) here comes, andis hard by 
A knight of wondrous powre, andgreat aſſay, 
That neuer yetencountred enemy, 
But did him deadly daunt, orfoule diſmay ; 
Ne thoutfor better hope, if thou his preſence ſtay. 


I 
How hight he then (ſaid Guyon) and fromwhence > 
Pyrrhochles is his name, renowmed farre 
For his bold feates and hardy confidence, 
Full oft approu'd in many a cruell warre, 
The brother of Cymochles, both which arre 
The ſonnes of old Acrates and Deſpight ; 
Acrates, ſonne of PhleFetgp and Larre : 
But Phlegeton is ſontie.of Herebus and Neeht- 
But Herebus ſonne of Aeternitie is hight. - 
27 
So from immortall race "ha proceed, 
Thar maprtall hands may not withſtand his might; 
Drad for his derring doe, and bloudy deed; L 
For, all1n bloud and ſpore is his delight. | 
His am I Atin, his in wrongandright, 
That mattermakefor him to worke ypon, 
And ſtirrehimvp to ſtrife and cruel! fight. 
Fly therefore, flie this fearefull ſtead anon, 
Leaſt thy foole-hardize workethy fad confuſion. 


; —_— 
His be that care, whom moft it doth concerne 

(Said he): but whither with ſuch haſtie light 

Art thou now bound ? for, well mote I diſcerne 
Great cauſe, that carries thee ſo ſwift and light. 
My Lord (quoth he) me ſent, and ſtraightbehight 
Toſeeke Occaſion, wherelo ſhe bee : 

For, he is all diſpoſd to bloudy fight, 

And breathes outwrath and hainous crueltie; 


Hard is his hap, that firſtfals in his ieopardie. 


Mad man (ſaid then the Palmer) thar does ſeeke 
Occaſion to wrath, and cauſe of ſtrife ; 
She comes vnſought: and ſhunned, followes cke. 
Happy, who can abſtaine, when R ancour rife 
Kindles Reuenge, and threats his ruſtic knife ; 
Woe neuer wants, where euery cauſe is caught, 
And raſh Occaſon makes vnquiet life. 
Then lo, where bound ſhe fits, whom thou haſt ſought, 
(Said Guyon) let that meſſage to thy Lord be brought. 
G 4. That 
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That, when the varletheard and ſaw, ſtraight way 
He wexed wondrous wroth, and ſaid, Vile knight, 
That knights &knig 
And ſhew'tth'enſample of thy childiſh might, 
With filly weake old woman thus to fight; 
Great glory and gay ſpoile ſure haſt thou got, 
And ſtoutly prov'd thy puiflaunce here in fight; 
That ſhall Pyrrhochles well requite, I wor, 

And with thy bloud aboliſh ſoreprochefull blot. 


hthood dooſt with ſhame vpbray, 
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Pyrrhochles does with Guyon fight, 
And Furors chaine vnbinds : 
Of whom ſore hurt, for his renenge 
CAtin Cymochles finds, = > > Jeb. J 
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6 
With that, one of his chrilline darts hethrew, 
Headed with ire and vengeable deſpight; 
The quivering ſteele his aymed end well knew, 
Andto his breaſt itſelfe intended right : 
But he was warie, andereit empight 
In the meant marke, advaunc't his ſhield atweene ; 
On which it ſeizing, no way enter might, 
But backe rebounding, left the fork-head keene 3 
Eftſoones he fled away, and mightno where be ſecne. 
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ea235 Ho-cuerdoth to temperaunce app! 

ot { 1 His ſtedfaſt life, and all his ations frame, 

AVAVAE Truſt me, ſhallfind no greaterencmy, 

CLEA? Then ſtubborneperturbation, to the ſame 

To which rightwell the wiſe doe giue thatname, 
For, itthe goodly peace of ſtayed mindes 
Does overthrowe, and troublous warreproclame : 
His owne woes authour, whoſo bound it findes, 

As did Pyrrhochles, and it wilfully vnbindes. 


/ 
v. 
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2 
After that varlets flight, it was not long, 
Ere on the Plaine faſt pricking Guyon ſpide 
One in brightarmes embartailed full ſtrong, 
That as the Sunny beames doe glaunce and glide 
Vpon the trembling waue, ſo ſhined nw 
And round about him threw forth ſparkling fire, 
That ſcem'd him to enflame on cuery fide: 
His ieed was bloudy red, and fomed ire, 
When with the maiſtring ſpur he did him roughly tire. 


Approching nigh, he anos to greet, 
Ne chafter words, proud courage to prouoke, 
Burt prickt ſo fierce, that vnderneath his feer 
The ſmouldring duſt did round about him ſmoke, 
Both horſeand man nigh able for to choke ; 
And fairely couching his ſteele-headed ſpeare, - 
Him firſt ſaluted with a ſturdy ſtroke; 
It booted nought Sir Gyyon —_ neare 
To thinks, ſuch hideous puiflaunce onfoot to bearc. 
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But lightly ſhunnedit, and paſſing by 

With his bright blade did ſmiteat him fo fell, 
That the ſharpe ſteele arriuing forcibly 
On his broad ſhield, bir nor, butglauncing fell 
On his horſe neck before thequilted ſell, 
And from the head the body ſundred quight: 
So him diſmounted lowe, he did compel 
On foot with him to matchen equall fight; 


The trunked beaſtfaſt bleeding, did him fouly dight. 


Sore bruzed with thefall, ” Nlowe vproſe, 
And all enraged, thus him loudly ſhent ; 
Diſleall kmght, whoſe coward courage choſe 
To wreake 1tſelfe on beaſt all innocent, 
And ſhund the marke, at whichit ſhould be menr, 
Thereby thine armes ſeeme ſtrong, but manhood fraile; 
So haſt thou oft with guile thine honour blent ; 
But little may ſuch guwle thee now avalle, 
If wonted force and fortune doe not much me faile. 
6 
With that he drew his flaming ſword, and ftrooke 
Athimſo fiercely, thatthe vpper marge 
Of his ſeuenfolded ſhield awayit tooke, 
And glauncing on his helmet, madealarge 
And open gaſh therein: were nothis targe, 
That broke the violence of his intent, 
The weary ſoule from thenceit would diſcharge ; 
Natheleſle, fo fore a buffe to him itlent, 
That madehim recle,/and to his breaſt his beuer benr. 
Exceeding 
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| Exceeding wroth was Guyon atthat blowe, 
And much aſham'd, that ſtroake of liung arme 
Should him diſmay, and make him ſtoupe ſolowe, 
Though otherwiſe it did him little harme : 
Tho hurling high his iron braced arme, 
Heſmote {o manly on his ſhoulder plare, 
Tharall his left fideit did quite difarme ; 
Yet there the ſteele ſtaid not, butinly bate 
Deepe in his fleſh, and opened wideared flood-gate. 
$ 


Deadly diſmaid, with hoxror of that dint, 
Pyrrhochles was; and grieued eke entire ; 
Yet nathemore d1d it his furie ſtint, 
But added flatne vnto his former fire, 
That wel-nigh molt his hart in raging ire: 
Ne thence-forth his approued skill, to ward, 
Or ſtrike, or hurlen round in warlike gyre, 
Remembred he, ne car'd for his ſaufegard, 
But rudely rag'd, and like acruell Tigre far'd. 


He hewd, and laſht, and EA? and thundred blowes, 
And euery way did ſecke into his life ; 
Neplate, ne male could ward ſo mighty throwes, 
But yielded paſſage to his cruell knife. 
But Gwyor; 1n the heate of all his ſtrife, 
Was warie wiſe, and cloſely did await 
Avantage, whilſt his foe did rage moſtrife 3 
Sometimes athwart, ſometimes he ſtrooke him ftratt, 
Andfalſed ofthis blowes, Cillude him with ſuch bat. 
10 - 
Likeas aLion, whoſe imperiallpowre - 
A proud rebellious Vnicornedefies, 
T'avoyd theraſh aſſault and wrathfull ftowre 
Ofhis fierce foe, himto a treeapplies, 
And when himrunning in full courle he ſpies; 
He ſlips afide; the whules that furious beaſt 
Hs precious horne, ſoughtof his enemies, 
Strikes 1n the ſtock, ne - can be releaſt, 
But to.the mighty Victor yields a bountious feaſt: 
IH: 


With ſuch faire flight him Guyon often faild, 
Till at the laft, all breathlefle, wearic, faint 
Himſpying, with freſh onſethe affaild, 
And kindling new his courage (ſeeming queint) 
Strooke him ſo hugely, thatthrough great conſtrant 
He made lim ſtoupe perforcevnto hus knee, 
Anddoe vnwilling worſhip to the Saint, 
That on his ſhield depainted he did ſee; 

Such homage til that inſtant neuer learned hee. 


I2 
Whom Guyonſceing ſtoupe, purſewedfaſt 
. The preſent offer of fairevi&ory, 

And ſoone his dreadfull blade about he caſt, 
Where-with he {mote his haughty creſt ſo hie, 
That ſtraight on ground made himfull lowe to lic ; 
Then on his breaſt his viEtour foot he thruſt : 
With that he cride, Mercy, doc me notdie, 
Ne deemethy force by Fortunes doome vniuſt, 


That hath (mavgre her ſpight) thus lowe me laid in duſt. 


BS "3 
Ettloones his cruell hand Sir Guyon ſtaid, 


Tempring the paſſion with adviſement ſlowe, 
And maiſtring might on enemy diſmaid : 

For, th'equall dye of warte he well did knowe; 
Then to Fre {aid, Liue, and allegaunce owe 
To himthart giues thee life and hiberty : 

And henceforth, by this daies enſample trowe, 
That haſtie wroth, and heedlefle hazardry, 


Doe breede repentatce late, and laſting infzmy. 


I4 


So,vp he lethimriſe: who with grim looke 


And count'nauncefterne vpſtandihg, gan to grind 
His grated teeth for feat dildaine, and ret 
His fandie locks, long hanging downe behind, 
Knotted m bloud and duft for griefe of mind, 
That he in ods of armes'was conquered ; 

Yet in himfelfe ſome comforthe did fihd, 

That him ſo noble Knighthad maiſtered, 


Whole bounty morethen might, yet both he wondered. 


: If ES a 
Which Guyon marking ſaid, Be noughr agrieu'd, 


Sir Knight, that thus yenowſubqued atre : 

Was neuer mati,who moſt conqueſts archieu'd 
But ſometimes had the worle, and loſt by warre, 
Yer ſhortly gaind, that loffe exceeded farre : 
Lofle is no ſhame;norto be leſle then foe ; 

But to be leſſer; then hiraſelfe; doth marre 

Both loofers lot; and viftors praiſcalſo. 


Vaine others ayerthrowes, whole ſelfe doth overthrowe. 


16 


Fly, 0 Pyrrbochles, fliethe dreadfull warre, 


4 


That 1n thy {elfe thy lefler parts doe mone: 
Outragious anger, and woe-working iarre, 
Direfull;mpanence, and hart-murdring loue; 
Thoſe, thole thy foes, thoſe warriours farreremoue, 
Which thee to endlefle bale captiucd lead. 

But ſith in might thou didſt my mercy proue, 

Of curteſie to me the cauſe aread, 


That thee againſt me drew with ſo impetuous dread, 


i, I7 | 
Dreadlefle, ſaid he, that ſhall T ſoohe declare : 


It was complaind, that thou hadſt done great torr 
Vnto an aged woman, poore and bare, 

And thralled her in chaines with ftrong effort, 
Void of all ſuccour and needfuil gw Dn : 

That ill beſeemes thee, ſuch as I thee ſee, 

To worke ſuch ſhame. Therefore I thee exhort 
To change thy will,and fet Occaſion free, 


* Andtoher captiue ſonne yield his firſt bertee. 
8 | 


1 
Thereat Sir Guyon {nul'd: And is that all 


Said he, thatthee fo fore diſpleaſed hath? 

Great wercy ſure, forto enlarge a thrall, 

Whoſe freedome ſhall thee turne to greateſt ſcath. 
Nath'lefle, now quench thy hot emboyling wrath : 
Loe, there they be; to thee I yield them free. 
Thereat he wondrous glad, out ofthepath 

Did lightly leape, where he them bound did ſee, 


And gan to breake the bands of their captiuitee. 


Soore 
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19 
Soone as Occaſion feltherſelfe vntide, 
Before her lonne could well affoiled bee, 
She to her vic returnd, and ſtraight defide 
Both Guyon and Pyrrbochles: th'one (faid ſhe) 
Becaule he wonne ; the other, becaule hee 
Was wonne : ſo matter di ſhe make of nought, 
To ſtirre vp ſtrife, and doe them diſagree: 
But ſoone as Furor was enlarg'd, ſhe och 


To kindle his quencht fire, and thouſand cauſes wrought. 


20 
It was not long, ereſheinflam'd him ſo, 

That he wouldalgates with Pyrrhochles fight, 

And hisredeemer chaleng'd for his foe, 

Becauſe he had not well maintaind his night, 

But yiclded had to that ſame ſtranger kmghr: 

Now gan Pyrrhochles wex as wood as hee, 

And him aftronted withimpatient might : 

So both together fierce engraſped bee, 
Whiles Guyonſtanding by, their vncouth ſtrife does ſee. 


21 
Him all that while Occaſtondid prouoke 
Apainſt Pyrrbechles, and new matter fram'd 
Vpon the old, him ſtirring to be wroke 
Of his late wrongs, in which ſhe'oft him blam'd 
For ſuffering ſuch abuſe, as knighthood ſham'd, 
And him ditabled quite. Bur he was wiſe, 
INe would with vaine occaſion beinflam'd ; 
Yet others ſhe more vrgentdid deuiſe : 
Yet nothing could him to 1mpatience entiſe. 
22 
Their fell contention ſtullincreaſed more, 
And more thereby increaſed Furors might, 
That he his foe has hurt, and woundedlore, 
And him 1n bloud and durt deformed quight. 
His mother cke (more to augmenthis ſpright) 
Now broughtto him aflamung fier brond, 
Which ſhein St9g:anlake (ay burning bright) 
Had kindled : thatſhe gaue into his hond, 


That arm'd with fire,more hardly he mote him withſtond. 


| 2 
Tho gan thevillaine wexſo "Mb and ſtrong, 
Thatnothing mighrſuſtaine his furious a ; 
He caſthim downe to ground, andall along 
Drew him through durt and myre without remorſe, 
And fouly battered his comely corle, 
That Guyon much difdeign'd ſo loathly fight. 
Artlaſt, he was compeld to cry pertorce, 
Helpe (0 Sir Guyon) help moſt noble knight, 
Torid a wretched man from hands of helliſh wight. 
24 
The knight was greatly moued athis plajnr, 
And gan him dight to ſuccour his diſtreſle, 
Till that the Palmer, by his grauereſtraint, 
Him ſtaid from yielding pitrifull redreſle; 
Andſaid, Deare fonne, thy cauſclcfſe ruthrepreſle, 
Ne lerthy ſtout hart melt1n pitty vaine : 
He that his (orrow ſought through wilfulneſle, 
And his foe fettred wouldrelcaſeagaine, 
Delerues to taſte his follies fruit, repented paine. 


{ ant. V. 


Guyon obaid; So him away 6 drew 

From needleſle trouble of renewing fight 

Already fought, his voyage to purlew. 

Burt raſh Pyrrhochles varlet, Atin high, 
When late he ſaw his Lord mn heawie plight, 
Vader Sir Guyons puifſaunt ſtroke to fall, 
Him deeming dead, as then heſeem'd in fight, 
Fled faſt away, to tell his funerall | 


Vato his brother, whom Cymochles men did call. 
26 


He was a man of rare redoubted might, 
Famous throughout the world for warlike praiſe, 
And glorious {poiles, purchaſt in perilous em : 
Full many doughry knights hein his daies 
Had doento death, ſubdewd in <quallfrayes ; 
VVhole carcaſes, for terrour of his name, 
Of fowles and beaſts hemade thepittious prayes, ( 
And hung their conquered armes for more defame J 
On gallow trees, in honour of his deareſt Dame. ; 


27 
His deareſt Dame is that Enchauntereſſe, 
Thevile Acraſea, that with vaine delights, 
Andidle pleaſures in her Bowre of Bliſſe, | 
Does charme her louers, and the feeble ſprights 
Can call out of the bodies of fraile wights : 
Whom then ſhe does transforme to monſtrous hewes, 
And horibly nusſhapes with vgly fights, 
Captiv'd. eternally iniron mewes; 
And darkſome dens, where Titanhis facencuer ſhewes. 
2$ 
There Atin found Cymochles ſojourning, 
To ſerue his Lemans loue : for he, by kind, 
Was giuen all to luſt and looſe liuing, 
When euer his fierce hands he free mote find: 
And now he has pourd outhis idle mind 
In dainrie delices, andlautſh ioyes, 
Hawng his warlike weapons caſt behind, 
And flowes in pleaſures, and vainepleafingtoyes, 
Mingledemongſt looſe Ladies and laſciuious boyes. 
2 x 
And ouer him, Art ſtriuin . compaire 
With Nature, did an Arbour greenediſſpred, 
Framed of wanton Ivie, flowring fre, 
Through which the fragrant Eglantine did ſpred 
His pricking armes, cutrayld with roſes red, 
Which dainty odours round about them threw, 
And all within with flowres was garniſhed, 
That when mild Zephyrus emongſt them blew, + 
Did breathe out bountious ſmels, & painted colours ſhew. 


bo 
And faſt beſide, there wrickled ſoftly downe 
A gentle ſtreame, whoſe murmuring waue did play 
Emongſtthe pumy ſtones, and made aſowne, 
To lull him ſoft afleepe, that by itlay ; 
The wearie Trauciler, wandring thatway, 
Therein did often quench his thirſtic heat, 
And then by it his wearie limbes diſplay, 
Whiles creeping ſlumber made him to forget 
His former painc,and wip't away his toylſome ſwear. "y 
n 
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And on the other {ide a FE. Groue 

Was ſhot vp high, full of the ſtately tree, 

That dedicucd i rOlympick Tone, 

And to his ſonne Alcides, when as hee 

Gain'd'in Nemea goodly victoree; 

Therein the mery birds,of enery ſort, 

Chaunted aloud their chearefull harmonie: 

And made —__y themſelues a ſweet conſort, 
That quickned the dull fpright with muſicall comfort. 


"25 
There hehim found all cardleſly diſplaid, 
In ſecret ſhadowe from thefunny ray, 
On aſwweet bed'of Lillies ſoftly laid, 
Amidſta flock of Damzelsfreſh and gay, 
Thatround abouthim difſolnte did play 
Their wanton follies, and-light merument; 
Euery of which did looſely difaray * 
Her vpperparts of meet habiliments, 
And ſhewd them naked, deckt with many ornaments. 


And euery of them ſtroue, wok moſt delights, 
Him to aggrate, and greateſt pleaſures ſhew; = 
Some fram'd faire lookes, glancing like evening lights; 
Others, ſweet words, dropping like honny dew 3 
Some, bathed kiſſes, and did \oft embrew 
The ſugred liquar through his melting lips . 
One boatſts her beauty, and does yeeld to view 
Her dainty limbes aboue her tender hips; - 

Another, her out-boaſts, and all for tryallſtrips. 


4 
Hee, like an Adder, king in theweeds, -- 
His wandring thought1n deepe defire does ſteepe, 
And his fraile eye with ſpoile of beautie feedes; | 
Sometimes, hefalſely faines himſelfe to ſleepe, 
Whiles through their lids his wanton eyes doe pecpe, 
To ſtealea ſnatch of amorous conceit, _ | 
Whereby cloſe fire into his hart does creepe: | 
$o, them decejues, deceiv'd in his deceit, 


Made drunke with drugs of deare voluptuous receit. 


,” 


— 35 
Atin arriuing there, when þim he ſpide, 


Thus in ſtill waucs ef deepe delightto wade, 
Fiercely approching, to ham loudly cride, 
Cymochles , oh no, but Cymechles thade, 

In which that manly perſon late did fade, 
What is become of great Acrates ſonne 2 

Or where hath he hung vphis morrall blade, 
That hath ſo matiy haughry conqueſts wonne > 


Is all his force forlorne, and all his glory donae 2 


3 
Thenpricking him with his ſharpe-pointed dart, 


He ſud ; Vp, vp,thou womanilh wezke knight, 
Thathere1n Ladies Jap cntomhed art, * 

Vamindfull of thy praiſe and prowelt mighr, 

And wectleſle eke of lately wroughr defpight, 

Whiles ſad Pyrrocbleslyes on ſen{clefſe ground, 

And groneth out hisvtmoſt grudging ſpright, 
Through many aſtroake, & many a fireaming wound; 


Calling thy helpe invaine, thatheercin toyes art drownd. 


37 
Suddainely out of his delightfull dreame 


The man awoke, and would haue queltiond more; 
But he would not endurethat woſull theame 

For todilate atlarge, but vrged ſore 

With pearcing words, and pittifull implore, 

Him haſtie to ariſe. As oneaffrighr 

With helliſh fiends, or Furiesmad vptore, 

He thenvprole, inflam'd with fell defpight, 


And called for his atmes ; for he would algates fighe. 


38 | 
They beenybrought ; he quickly docs him dight, 


And lightly mounted, pafleth on his way : 
Ne Ladies loues, ne {weet entreaties might 
Appeaſc his heate, or haſtie pallage ſtay ; 
For,he has yow'd to been aveng'd thar day 
(Thar day rſclte him ſeemed all coo long : ) 
On him, thar did Pyrrhochles deare dilinay : 
So, proudly pricketh on his courler ſtrong, 


And Atin aye him pricks with ſpurs of ſhame and wrong, 
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I 
Harder leſſon, to learne Continence 
{ In 10yous pleaſure,then in grieuous paine: 
BA, For, {weetnes doth allure the weaker'{enle 
aol So ſtrongly, that vneathes it can refraige 
# Fro tharS{2ch feeble nature couets faine ; 
” But oriefe and wrath,that be her enemies, 
Andfoes of life, ſhe better can reſtraine; | 
Yet vertue vaunts in both their vitories, 
And Guyyon in them all ſhewes goodly maiſteries. 


2 
Whom bold Cymocbles trauailing to find, 
With crucll purpoſe bent to wreake on him 
The wrath, which Atin kindled in his mind, 
Came to ariuer, by whoſe vtmoſt brim 
Mey to paſle, he ſaw whereas did fwim 
" Along the ſhore, as ſwiftas glaunceof eye, 
A little Gondelay, bedecked trim 
With boughes and arbours wouen cunningly, 
That like alittle foreſt ſeemed outward!y. 


And therein fate a Lady freſh and faire, 
Making ſweet ſolace to herſelfe alone ; 
Sometimes ſhe ſung, as loud as Larke in aire, 
Sometimes ſhe laught, that mgh her breath was gone, 
Yet was therenot with her elſe any one, 
That might to her moue cauſe ot merriment : 
Matter of mirth enough, though there were none 
She could deviſe, and thouſand wates invent 

To fecd her fooliſh humour, and vaine iolliment. 


4 
Which when farre off Chymochles heard, and ſaw, 
He loudly cald to ſuch as were abord, 
The little barke vnto the ſhore to draw, 
And him to ferry ouer that deepeford : 
The merry Marriner vnto his word 
Soone harkned, and her painted boat ſtraight way 
Turnd to the ſhore, where that ſame warhke Lo1d . 
She inreceiu'd ; but Atin by no wa 


Shee would admur, albe the Knight her much didpray. 


Canto VI. 


Guyon i of immodeſs, Mirth 
led intolooſe deſire, 

Fights withCymochles, whiles his bro- 
ther burnes in furious fire. 
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Eftioones her ſhallow ſhip away did ſlide; 


More {wift then Swallow ſheres the liquid skie, 
ithouten oare or Pilot.it to guide, 

Or winged canuas with the wind to flie; 

Onely the turn'd a pin, and by and by 

It cut away vpon the yeelding waue, 

Ne cartd ſhee her courſe for to applie: TOTS 
For, it was tzught the way, which ſhe would liaue, 


And both from rocks and flats it ſelfe could wiſely faue: 
6. 
And all the way, the wanton Damzellfound 


New nurth, her paflenger to entertaine ; 
For, ſhe in pleafant purpoſe did abound, 
And greatly ioyed merry tales to faine, 
Ofukich a ſtore-houle did with her remaine: - 
Yet ſeemed, nothing well they herbecame;”: 
For, all her words ſhe drownd with laughter yaine, 
And wanted gracein vtt'ring of the ſame, 
be pleaſfanceto a ſcoffing game. 


7 
And other whiles vaine toyes ſhe would deuiſe, 


As her fantaſtick wit did moſt delight : 
Sometimes her head ſhe fondly would aguiſe 
With gaudie girlonds, or freſh flowrets dight 
About her neck, or rings of ruſhes plight; 
Sometimes to doe him laugh, ſhe would aſſay 
Tolaugh at ſhaking of theleaues light, 

Or to behold the water worke,and play. 


About her little frigot, therein making way. - 
8 
Her light behaviour, andloofe dalliaunce 


Gaue wondrous great contentment to the Knight, 
That of his way 4 had nofoucnaunce, _ 

Nor care of yow'd revenge, and cruell fight, 

But to weake wench did yeeld his Martiall might, 
So eafie was toquench his flamed mind | 


| With one ſweet drop of fenſuall delight: 


So eafic is, Vappeaſe the ſtormie wind 


Of malice in the calme of plealang womankind. 


Duuerſe 


—__— 
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| To 
Diucrſe diſcourſes in their way they ſpent, 
Mongft which Cymoechles of her queſtioned, 
Both what ſhe was, and what that vſage ment, 
Which in her cot ſhe daily praChſed. 
Vaine man, ſayd ſhe, that would'ſt be reckoned 
A ſtranger in thy heme, andignorant 
Of Phedria (for lo my nameisred) 
Of Phedria, thine owne fellow ſeruaunt 
For, thou to ferue Acraſea thy lelfe doolt yaunt. 
10 
In this wide Inland fea, that hightby name 
The Yale lake, my wandri ng ſhip I rowe, 
That knowes her Port, and thither ſailes by ayme, 
Ne care, ne feare I, how the wind doe blowe, 
Or whether ſwift Iwend, or whether flowe : 
Both ſlowe and {wift alike doeſerue my tourne, 
Nefwelling Neptune, ne loud thundring Toxe 
Can change my cheare, ormake me euer mourne 
My little boat caa fafely paſſe this perilous bourne. 


II 

Whiles thus ſhe talked, and whiles thus ſhe toyd, 
They were farre paſt the paſſage which he ſpake, 
And come vnto an Iſland waſte and voyd, 
Thar floted 10 the midſt of that great lake, 
There herſmall Gondelay her Port did make, 
And that gay payre iſſuing on the ſhore 
Disburdned her. Their way they forward take 
Into the Land thatlay them faire before, 


Whoſe pleaſaunce ſhe him ſhew'd, and plentiful grearſtore. 


I 
It was a choſen plot of fertile land, 
Emongſt wide waues {<tlike a little neſt, 
As if it had by Natures cunning hand, ...: 
Beene choicel picked out from all the reſt, 
And laydforth tor enſample of the beſt : 
No daintic flowre or herbe that growes on ground, 
No arboret with painted bloſſoms dreſt, 
And ſmelling ſweet, but there it might be found 
To bud outfayre, and her ſweet ſmels throwe all around; 


I 
No tree, whoſe branches Fo FEM brauely ſpring 3 
No branch, whereow a fine bird dzd not fits _ 
No bird, but did her ſhrill notes fweetly fing ; 
No eg burdid containeaJouely dit : 
Trees, branches, birds,andſahgs wereframed fir 
For to allure frayle mind t@arelelle calc... 
Careleflethe man ſoone wox, abd his weake wit 
| Was overcome of thang, that did him pleaſe; 
So pleaſed, did hys wrathtull purpoſe faire appeale. 


I4 
Thus when ſhee had his eyes and ſenſes fed 

With falle delights, and fild with pleaſures vaine, 

Into a ſhady dale ſhe ſoft him led,  - 

And layd hum dawneyponagraflic Plaine; 

And her ſweet ſelfe, without dread or diſdaine ., 

She ſet beſide, laying bis head dilarm'd 

In her looſe lap, it ſoftly to ſuſtaine,, fo Hofll © 

Where {oone he flumbred, fearing notbeharin'd; = 
Thewhiles with a loud lay ſhe thus him ſweetly charm'd. 


I5. 

Behold, © man, that toyle-ſome paines dooſt take, 
The flowres, the fields, and i thatpleaſant growes, 
How they themſclues doe thine enſample 8. 24 | 
Whles nothing envious Nature them forth throwes 
Out of her fruitfull lap ; how, no man knowes, 
They ſpring, they bud, they bloſfſome freſh & faire, 
And deck the world with their rich pompous ſhowes ; 
Yetno man for them taketh paines or care, 

Yetno man to them can his carefull paines compare. 


16 
TheLilly, Lady of the flowring field, 
TheFlowre-deluce, her louely Paramoure, 
Bid thee to them thy fruitlefle labours yield, 
And ſoone leaue off this toyleſome wearie ſtoure 3 
Lo, lo, how braue ſhe decks her bountious boure; 
VVith filken curtens and gold couerlets, 
Therein to ſhrowd her ſumptuous Belamoure, - 
Yet neither ſpinnes nor cardes,ne cares nor frets, 
But to her mother Nature all her care ſhe lets. 


| I7 
Why then dooſt thou,'d. man, that of them all 
Art Lord, andeke of nature Soueraigne, 
Wilfully make thy (elfe a wretched thrall, 
And waſte thy 10yous houres in needleſle paine, 
Seeking for danger and adventures vaine ? 
What bootes it all to haue, and nothing vyſe ? 
Who ſhall himrew, thatfſwimming in . maine, 
Will die for thirſt, and water doth refuſe 2 
Refuſe ſuch fruitleſſe royle, and preſcnr pleaſures chuſe. 
18 


By this, ſhe had him lulled faſt aſleepe, 
That of no worldly thing he care did take; 
Then ſhe with liquors ſtrong his eyes did ſteepe, 
That nothing ſhould him haſtily awake : 
So ſhe him left, and did herſelfe berake 
Vnro her boatagune, with which ſhe cleft 
The flothfullwaves of that great orielly lake ; 
Soone ſhethat INand farre behind her left, 
And now is cometo thatfameplace,where firit ſhe weft. 


19- 
By this time;was the worthy. Guo Over 
Voro the iberfie of haride frond, ==. 
VVhereſhe was rowing, and orpaliag age ſought; 
Him needed —_ a 0 Yer ro wo; 
Her ferry brought, where him ſhe byding tond, 
With his lad guide; timſclte ſhe a 4m ve 
But the Plack;Pa/mer{uffrcd ſtill to ſtond,, 
 Newould for price, qe prayers onceaftoord, 
To ferry that old manouer the petlots foord. 


20 - 
Guyon was loath to leauchis guide behind; -- 

Yer becing cntred; might not back xctires 

For, the flitbarke,obaying tg ber mind, 

Forth launched quickly; asſhe did defire, 

Ne gaue him leauetodi that aged Sire 

Adicu, but aimbly ran her woned.courſe' = 

Through the dull billewes thick as troubled mire, 
Whom neither wind out of their ſeat could force, 
Nortimely tides did driuc out of theirfluggiſh onde, 
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21 
And by the or & as was her wonted gnife,- - 
Her merry fitfhe frefhly gan toteare, 
Anddid of ioy and1ollitiedeuiſe, 
Her felfe to cherifh, and her gueſt to cheare : 
The Knight was courteous, and d1d not forbeare 
Her honeft tnirth and pleaſance to partake; - 
But when he ſaw hertoy, and gibe, and geare, 
And paſle the bounds of modeſt merimake, 
Her Jalliznce hedefpis'd, and follies didforſake. 


22 
Yetſhe ſtill followed herformer ſtile, 
And ſayd and didall that mote him delight, 
Till they arriuedin thatpleaſant Ile, 
Where ſleeping late ſhe lefther other knight. 
But, when as Gwyor: of that land had fight, 
He wiſt himſelfe amiſs, and angry ſayd; 
Ah Dame, perdy yebaue notdoen'meright, 
Thus to miſlead me, whiles Iyou obayd : 
Me little needed from my right way to haue ſtrayd. 
2 


Fayre Sir, quoth ſhe, be not dpleas'd at all; 
Who fares on ſea, may not commaund his way, 
Ne wind andweather athis pleafure call : ' 
Thefea is wide, and cafiefor to ſtray; 
The wind vnſtable, and doth neuer ſtay. 
Bur heere awhile ye may in ſafetie reſt, 
Till ſeaſon ſerue new paſſageto affay ; 
Better ſafe Port, then be in leas diſtreſt. 
There-with ſhe laughtr, and did her carneft cnd in 1eft. 


«£1 
But he,halfe diſcontent, Wis natheleſſe 
Himlſelfe appeale,and iſſued forth'on ſhore : 
Theioyes whereof, and happy fruitfulneſle, 
Such as heſaw ſhegan him ay Hefore, | 
And all tkoughpleaſant, yet ſhemade much more: 
Theffieldsdid laugh, thefloyresdidfreſhly {pring, | 
The trees did bud, and earely bloſſoms bore; 
Andall the quire of birds did ſweetly ſing, | 
And old that gardins pleaſuresintheircaroling. * © 


REED K> > | | 
And ſhee, moreſweerthenany bird onbough, © 
Would voce hs + > them beareapart, ' | 
And firiue topallle (as Mee could wellenongh)  ' 
Their native mtifick by her skIRdll art: ot] 
So did ſhe all, thatmight his <onſtenthare | 
With-drawBonrtholghe ofWathke errerpriſe, ab 
And drowne in Biſolute delights3part, _ OA 
Wherenoyle of ares, or view of Martiall guiſe 


Might not reviuedeſire of knightlyexerciſes © + 
| gf 


2 
Buthee was wiſe, and wary of herwill, © 4 
And cuer held his hand vpon his hart? -- cons 

Yet wouldnt ſeetheſo nide, and thewed ill, ' 
As to deſpiſeſo courreousſeecming part, ' - | 
That gentleLadyid to himimpart; © | | 
But WAY Gap oe fond defireſubdewd, -- 
Ahdener herdeſiredro depart} © 0 
She lift not heare; but herdiſports purſewd, || 
| Andeverbade hinvftay, till time the tide renews. 7 * (© 


FRE" 


27 
And now by this, Cymocbles howre was ſpent, 
Thathe awoke out of his idle dreame, 
And ſhaking ofthis drowfic dreriment, 
Gan him av1ze, how ill did him beſeeme, 
In flothfull leepe his molten hart to ſteme, 
And quench the brond of his conceiued ire. 
Tho vp he ſtarted, ſtird with ſhame extreme, 
Ne ſtayed for his Damſell to inquire, 
But marched to the ſtrond, there paſlage to require, 
28 
And in the way, he with Sir Guyon met, 
Accompanyde with Phedriathefaire : 
Eftſoones he gan to rage, andinly fret, 
Crying; Let be thatLady debonaire, 
Thou recreant knight, and ſoone thy ſelfe prepaire 
To battaile, if thou meaneher loue to gaine : 
Lo, lo already, how the fowles in aire 
Doeflock, nar $0. ſhortly to obraine 
Thy carcaſle for their prey, the guerdon of thy paine. 


2 
And there-withall he hicredlyat him flew, 

And with important outrage him aflayld; 

Who,ſooneprepar'd to fie]d,his{word forth drew, 

And him with equall value counteryayld : 

Their mighty ſtroakes their habericons diſmayld, 

And naked made each others manly ſpalles; 

The mortall ſteele deſpiteouſly entayld 

Deepe in their fleſh, quite through the iron walles, 
That alargepurple ſtreame adowne their giambeurx falles. 

O 

Cymochles, that had neuer K. ct before 

So puiſſant foe, with envious deſpight 

His proud preſumed force increaſed more, 

Diſdeigning to be held ſo long in fight; 

Sir Guyon grudging not ſo much his might, 

As thoſe voknightly raylings, which he tpoke, 

With wrathfuil fire his courage kindled brighr, 

| Thereofdeuifing ſhortlyto be wroke, S | 

And d6nbling all his powres, redoubled cuery ſtroke. - 


I 
Both of them high atoletlicir hands enhaunſt,  _ 
And both attonce their huge blowes downe did ſway ; 
Cymochles {word on Guyons ſhield yglaunc't, 
And thereof nigh one quarter ſheard away; 


But Gy01is anpry blade (6 fierce did play 
On th'others helmet; which as Tit«n ſhone, 


That quiteitcloue his pliimed creſtin tway, 
And bared all his head yntothe bone ; : 
Where-with aſtoniſhr, ſtill he ſtood as ſenſelefle Kone. 


| 2 
Still as he ſtood, faire Phatdria, that beheld 

That deidly danger, ſooneatweene them) ran ; 

And at their feet herſeKeimoſt humbly feld, 

Crying with pittions voyce, and count'nance wan ; 

Ah,weckwway !'moſthoble Lords, how aan | 

Your cruell eyes'endurefo pirtious fight, ' ; 

Ty ſhed your liues'on ground? wo worth the man, 

_ Thatfirſt did'reach the curſed ſteeleto bight © © 

In kisownefleth, and' mike way tothe living prighit:” Y 
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If eucr-loue of Ladic did a 
Your yron breaſtes, or pittie could finde place, 
Withhold your bloudie bands from barrell fierce, 
And fith for me ye fight,to me this grace 
Both yecld,to ſtay your deadly ſtrife a ſpace. 
They ſtayd a while : and forth ſhe gan proceed: 
Moſt wretched woman,and of wicked race, 


Thatam the author of this hainous deed, _ ( breed. 
And cauſc of death berweene two doughtie knights doe 


Butif for me ye fight, or Ek will erue, 
Not this rude kind of battell,nor theſe armes 
Are meet, the which doe men in bale to ſterue, 
And dolcfull ſorrow heape with deadly harmes : 
Such cruell game my ſcarmoges difarmes : 
Another warre,and other weapons I 
Doe loue, where loue docs giuc his ſweetalatmes, 
Withourtbloudſhed,and where the enemie 

Does yeeld ynto his foe a pleaſant victorie. 


35 
Debatefull ſtrife,and cruel] cnmitie ww 


Thefamousname of knighthood fowly ſhend; 

But louely peace, and gentle amitie, 

Andin Amours the paſſing houres to ſpend, 

The mightic Martiall hands doe moſt commend ; 

Ofloue they cuer greater glorie bore, 

Then of their armes : Mars is Cupidoesfrend, 

Andis for Yenus loues renowmed more FM 
Then allhis wars and ſpoyles,the which he did of yore. 


6 
Therewith ſheſweetly ſy! d. They, though full bent 
Toproue extremities of bloudie fight, 
Yetather ſpeach their rages ganrelent, , 
And calmethe ſea of their tempeſtuous ſpight; 
Such powre hauc pleaſing words : ſuch is the might 
Of courte@us clemencie in gentle hart. 
Now after all was ccaſt, the | RX knight 
Beſoughtthat Damzelltuffer him depart, 
And _ him readie paſſage tothar other part. 


7 | 

Shenolefle glad,then he Iikrous was 

Of his departure thence; for of her ioy 

Andvainedelight ſhe faw he light did paſs, 

Afﬀocof folly and immodeſttoy, 

Still ſolemne (ad, or {till diſdainefull coy, 

Delighting all in armes and cruell warre, | 

That herſweet peaceand pleaſures did annoy, 

Troubled with terrour and yaquietiarre, 


That ſhe well pleaſed was thenee to amouc him farre. 


| 8 

Tho, him fhe brought abord ,and her ſwiftbote 
Porthwith.dire&ed to that further ſtrand ; 
The which on thedullwaues did lightly flote, 
And ſoone arriued on the ſhallow ſand, 
Where gladſome Guyen ſailed forth to land, 
And to that Damzell thankes gauefor reward. 
Vpon thatſhorcheſpied Atin ſtand, _ 
There by his maiſterlefr,when late he far'd 

In Phedrias ficet barke oucr that perlous ſhard. 


— — 


Well could he him na ,fith of late FA 
He with Pyrrhochles ſharpe debatement made 
Streight gan he him reuile,and bitter rate, 
As ſhepheards curre, thatin darke cucnings ſhade 
Hath tracted foxth ſome ſaluage beaſtez trade; 
Vile Miſcreant (ſaid he) whither doeſt thou flie \, 
The ſhame and death,which will thee ſoone inuade? 
What coward hand ſhall doe thee next to die, 
Thatartthus foully fled from famous cacmie? 


O 

With thar, he ſtiffely take his ſteel-headdart: 
But ſober Gyyon,hearing him ſoraile, 
Though ſomewhat moucd ip his mightic hart, 
Yerwith ſtrong reaſon maiſtred paſſion fraile, 
Andpaſled fairely forth. He turning taile, \, - 
Backe to the ſtrond retyr'd,and there ſtill ſtayd, 
Awaiting paſſage, which him late did faile; _ 
The whales Cymochleswith thatwanton mayd 

The haſtic heat of his auow'dreuenge delayd. 


I 

Whiles there the varlet fioadke ſawfromfarre 
Amnarmed knight, thattowards him faſt ran: 
He ran on foot, as if inlucklefle warre 
His forlorneſteed from him the victour wan; . 
Hee ſeemed breathlefle,hartleſle, faint, and wan; 
Andall his armour ſprinkled was with bloud, 
And foyld.with durtie gore,that no man can 
Diſcerrie the hew thereof. He neuer ſtood, 

But bent his haſticcourſetowards the idle lood: 


2 

Thevarletſaw,when to theflood he came. - 
How without ſtop or ſtay he fiercely lepr, 
And deepe himſclfe beducked inthe ſame, 
Thatin the lake has loftie creſt was ſteept, 
Ne of his ſafctie ſeemed care he kept; 
But with his raging armes hee eudely flaſhe, 
The waues abour,and all his armour ſwept, 
Thar all the bloud and filth away was waſht; 

Yet ſtill he bet the water,and the billowes daſhe. 


_ 
Atin drew nigh, to weet es 1t mote bee; 
For much he wondred atthatyncouth ſight; : 
Whom ſhould hee,buthis owne deare Lord,thereſec? 
His owne deare Lord Pyrrhochles, in (ad pli 
Readie to drowne himlelfe for fell deſpi 
Harrow now out,and weal-away,he cryde, . 
What diſmall day hath lentthis curſed light, 
To ſee my Lordſo deadly damnifyde: | 
Pyrrhochles, © Pyrrhochles, what is thee beryde? 


I burne,I burne, I burne,thenloud hecryde,, 
O how I burne with implacable fire ! 3 
Yet nought can quench mine inly flaming ſyde 

Nor ſea of licour cold,norlake of mire, 
Nothing but death can doe me to reſpire. 
Ah be it ( ſaid he) from Pyrrhochles farre 
After purſewing death once to require; | 
' Or thinke,thar ought thoſe puillant hands may marre: 
Death is for wregches borne vnder ynhappie ftarre. ; 
H z - -  Perdie, 
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4 
Perdie, then it is fit for me Cad he) | 
That am,1I weene, moſt wretched man aliue: 
Burning in flames, yet no flames can ſee, 
Anddynng daily, daily yetreuiue : 
O Atin, helpe to me laſt death to giue. 
The varlet at his plaint was grieu'd fo ore, 
That his deepe wounded hartin two did riue, 
And his owne health remembring now no more, 
Didfollow that enſample which he blam'd afore. 


46 
Into the lake he lept,his Lord toayd, 


Thenpittie,hein 


Cant: F1l 


Weake hands, but counſeliis moſt ſtrong in age. 
Him when the old man {aw,he wondred fore, 
To ſee Pyrrhochlesthere ſo rudely rage: 
Yet ſithens helpe,heſaw, he needed niore 

fate approached to theſhore, 


49 
Andcald ; Pyrrhochles, what is this, I ſee ? 


Whar helliſh Furie hath at earſt thee hent? 
Furious cuer I thee knew to bee, 

Yet neuer in this ſtraunge aſtoniſhment. | 
Theſe flames, theſe flames (he cryde)do me torment. 
What flames (quoth he) when Ithee preſentfee, 


(So loue the dread of daunger doth deſpiſc) 
And of him catching hold, him ſtrongly ſtayd 
From drowning. But more happic he, then wiſe 
Of that ſeasnature did him not auile. 

The wayes thercof ſo ſlowe and ſluggiſh were, 
Engroſt with mud, which did them foule agriſe, 
That cuerie weightic thing they did vpbeare, 


Ne ought mote euer fiake downe to the botrome there. 


| 47 
Whiles thus they ruggſes in that idle waue, 
r 


And ſtrouein vaine, the one himſelfe ro drowne, 
Theother both from drowning for to ſauce; 
Lo,to thatſhore one in an auncient gowne, 
Whaeſe hoarie locks great grauitie did crowne, 
Holding in hand a goodly arming ſword, 

By fortune came, led with the troublous ſowne : 
Where drenched deepc he found in that dull ford 


The carcfull ſeruant, ſting with his raging Lord. 


| 48 
Him Atin ſpying, knewe right well of yore, 


And loudlycald,Helpe helpe, 6 Archimage; 
To ſaue my Lord,in wretched plight forlore; 
Helpe withthy hand, or with thy counlaile ſage : 
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Camo VII 


Guyon findes Mammon ina delue, 
S1rning his threaſure hore: NY 2 
1s by him tempted, led downe S DO 
To ſee bis ſecret ſtore. I / 


In danger rather to be drent, then brent? 
Harrow, the flames,which me conſume (ſaid hee) 
Ne can be quencht, within my ſecretbowels bee. 
50 
T hat curſed man, that cruell feend of hell, 
Furor,oh Furor, hath me thus bedighr : 
His deadly wounds within my ler fwell, 
And his hot fire burnes in mine entrails bright, 
Kindled through his infernall brond of ſpight, 
Sith late with him T batteil vain would boſte; 
That now weene Toues dreaded thunder light 
Does ſcorch not halfe ſo fore, nor damned ghoſte 
In flaming Phlegetondoes not lofelly roſte. 
I 
Which when as Archimago ficard > bis priefc 
He knew right well, and him attonce difarmd : 
Then ſearchr his ſecret wounds,and madeapriefe 
Of euerie place, that was with brufing harmd, 
Or with the hidden fire too inly warmd. 


Which done, he balmes and herbes thereto applyde, 


And euermore with mightie ſpelsthem charmd, 
Thatin ſhort ſpace he has them qualifyde, 


And himreſtor'd to hcalth that would haue algates dyde. 
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And couer'd heauecn with hideous dreriment, 

Vpon his card and compaſs firmes his eye, -- 

T he maiſters of his Jong experiment, 

And to them does the ſteady helme apply, 
Bidding his winged veſlell fairely forward fly: 


A. 


Vy 


w 4 


So 


LO 


2 
So Guyon hauing loſt his truſtie guide, 
Late left beyond that Yale lake, proceedes 
Yet on his way, of none accompanide 
And cuermore himſlelfe with comfort feedes, 
Of his owne vertues, and prayſe-worthy deedes. 
Solong he yode, yetno adyenture found, 
Which Fame of her ſhrill trumpet worthy recdes : 
For, ſtill he trauaild through wide waſteful! oround, 
That nought but deſert wildernefle ſhew'd all around. 


Atlaſt, he came vnto a locenie glade, 
Couer'd with boughes &ſhrubs from heavens light, 
VVherc-as he ſitting found, inſecretſhade, 
An vncouth, ſalvage, and vhciuill wight, 
Of grieſly hew, and foule il] fauour'd fight; 
His face with ſmoake was tand, and eyes were bleard, 
His head and beard with ſout wereill bedight, 
His coale-black hands jd ſeeme to have been feard 


In Smithes fire-ſpetting forge,& nailes like clawes appeard. 


4 
His iron coate all overgrowne with ruſt, 
Was vnderneath enveloped with gold, 
Whole gliſtring glofle darkned with filthy duſt, 
Wellit appeared to haue bcen of old 
A worke of rich entaile, and curious mold, 
VVouen with anticks and wild Imagery : 
And in his Jap a maſs of coyne he told, 
And turned vpſidowne,to feed his eye 


And couctous defire with his huge threalury. - 


5 
Andround about himlay on euery fice 
Great heapes of gold that neuer could be ſpent : 
Of which, ſome were rude ower, not purifide 
Of Mulcibers deuouring element; 
Some others were new driven, and diſtent 
Into great Ingoes, and to wedges ſquare 
Some in round plates withouten monimetit; 
But moſt wereſtampr, and in their metall bare 


The antique ſhapes of Kings and Kelars ſtrange &rare. 
6 


Soone as he Guyon ſaw, in great affright 
And haſte herole, for to remoue atide 
Thoſe pretious hils from ſtrangers envious fight, 
And downe them poured through an hole tull wide, 
Into the hollow earth, them there to hide. 
But Gxyor lightly to him leaping, ſtayd 
His hand, that trembled, as one terrifide; 
And, though himſelfe were at the fight diſmaid, 
Yethimperforce reſtrain'd, and to him doubrtull ſaid. 


7 

What art thou man (if man at all thou art) 

That heere in deſert haſt thine habitaunce, 

And theſerich heapes of wealth dooſt hide apart 

From the worlds eye, and from her right vſaunce ? 

Thercat, with ſtaring eyes fixed aſcaunce, 

In great diſdaine, hee anfwerd; Hardy Elfe, 

That dareſtview my direfull countenaunce, 

I read theeraſh, and heedleſſe of thy lelfe, 
Totrouble my ſtill ſeate; and heapes of pretious pelfe, 
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God of the world and worldiings I me call, 
Great Mammon, greateſt god belowe the sky, 
That of my plente poure out vnto all, 
And vnto none my graces doe envie : 
Riches, renowme, and principalitie, 
Honour, eſtate, and all this worldes good, 
For which menſwink and fweatince antly, 
Fro me doe flowe into an ample flood, 
And 1nthe hollow earth haue their eternall brood. 


Wherefore if me thou Jeighe to ſerue and ſew, 
Artthy commaund loe all theſe mountaines bee; 
Orifto thy great mind, or greedy view, 
All theſe may nor ſuffice, there ſhall tothee 
Tenne times {o much be numbred franke and free. 
Mammon, (aid hee, thy godheads yaunt is yaine, * 
And idle offers of thy golden fee; 
To them that covet ſuch eye-glutting gaine, 
Profter thy gifts, and fitter ſeruaunts entertaine, 
10 
Me ill befits, that in der-doingarmes, 
And honours {uit my vowed dayes doe ſpend, 
Vnto thy bountious baytes, and pleaſing charmes, 
With which weake men thou witcheſt, to attend : 
Regard of worldly muck doth foully blend 
And lowe abaſe the high heroick ſpright, 
That ioyes for crownes and kingdomes to contend 3 
Faire ſhields, gay ſteedes, bright armes bee my delight : 
Thoſe be the riches fitfor an adyent'rous knight, 


Itrt 

Vaine-glorious Elfe, ſaid he, dooſt not thou weer, 
That money can thy wants atwaill ſupply ? 
Shields, ſtetds, and:armes, and all Ln Ge for thee meet 
Tt can puruay in twinkling of an eye ; | 
And crownes and kingdomes to thee multiply. 
Doe not I Kings create, & throwe the crowne 
Sarnetimesto Liens that lowe in duſt doth ly ? 
And him that raignd; into hisroome thruſt downe, 

And whom luſt, doe heape with glory and renowne ? 


| I2 

All otherwiſe, ſaid he, I riches read, 
And deeme them rooteof all diſquietneſſe; 
Firſt gotwith guile, and then preſerv'd with dread, 
And after ſpent with pride andlaviſhneſle, 
Leauing behind themgriefc and heauinefle. 
Infinite miſchiefes of them doe ariſe; 
Strife, and debate, bloudſhed, and bitternefle; 
Outrag1ous wrong, and helliſh couetiſe, 

That noble hart (as great diſhonour) doth deſpiſe. 


I: 

Ne thine be kingdomes, nike ſcepters thine; 

But realmes and rulers thon dooſt both confound, 

And loyall truth to treaſon dooſt incline; 

Witnelſe the fptorn wen pour'd oft on ground, 
The crowned often flaine, the ſlayer Fan's, o 

The ſacred Diademe in peecesrent, 

And purplerobe gored with many a wound ; 

Caſtles ſurpriz'd, great Cities ſackr and brent : | 
So mak'ſt thou kings, & gaineſt wrongfull gouernment. 


H'3. Long 
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| R 
Long wereto tell the troublous'ſtormes, thatroſſe 
The prinate ſtate; and make the life vnſweet : 
Who ſwelling faylesin Cafpianſeadoth crofle, 
Andin fraile wood on Adrian gulfe doth fleet, 
Doth not (I weene)ſo many euils meet. 
Then Mamnmoen wexipg wroth, And why then, ſaid, 
Are mortall menſo fond and vndiſcreet, G 
So euill thing toſeckevnto their ayd, 


And hauing notcomplaine, and hauing itypbrayd? 


I5 
Indeed, quoth he, through foule intemperance, 
Fraile men are oft captiu'd to couetite : 
But would they thinke, with how ſmall allowance 
Vatroubled Nature doth her {elfe ſuffice, 
Such fuperfluities they would delpiſe, 
Which with fad cares empeach our native joyes : 
Ar the Well head the pureſt ſtreames ariſe : 
But mucky filth his branching armes annoyes, 
And with yncomely weeds the gentle waue accloyes. 


I 

The antique world, in his firſt lowring youth, 
Found. no defeCt in his Creators grace; 
But with glad thanks, and ynreproued truth, 
The gifts of foucraigne bountie did embrace : 
Like Angelslife was then mens happy caſe; 
Burt later ages pride (like corne-fed ſteed) 
Abus'd herplenty, and fatfwolneencreafe 


To all licentious luſt, and gan exceed 


"The meaſure of her meane, and narurall firſt need. 


I” i 
Then gana curſed hand thequiet wombe <.. =; 
Of his greatGrandmother with ſteele to wound, © 
And the hid threaſuresin herſacred tombs; - « 
With Sacriledge to dig. 'Fherein hefound 
Fountaines of gold and filver ro abound,” 
Of which the matter of hishugedefire : 
And pompousprideeftſoones he'did compound ; 
Thenxvyarice ganthrough-his eines inſpire”. ' ! 
His greedy flames, and kindled life-deuourng: fire. . 
18 


Soune, ſaid he then, letbethy bitter fcorne, iv. it d; 
And leayetherudenefie of tharantique age 
T6 them; thatlu'd therein bnfiadd een v4 
Thou thatdooſtliue in later times, muſt wage 
Thy works for wealth;an4life for gold cngige. 
If then thee liſt my offred == rovſe, 
Take whatthou pleaſe of all this ſurpluſages 
If thee ſt not, leaue haue thou to refuſe; 

But thing Tefuled,'doenot afterward-accuſe. | © 7 

I9 

Me liſtnot;faidthe Elfin knight, receauc. 

Thing offred; vill Iknowe 4% 199 8 |; 
4 


Ne wote I; but thou didſtthefe goods bereaue 
Fromm lo nn nIeot, 's 
Or thatbloud-guiltinelſe:or guile them blot. 


Perdy, quoth he; yetneucreyedid view 
Netonguedidtell, nehindtheſc handled not, 
But ſafe Thaiterhem keptin ſecret mew, 
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From heanens'fight, and powre of all which them purſew. Here Sleep, there Riches, & Hel-gate them both berwixr. 


20 ' 
What ſecretplace, quoth he, can ſafely hold 
So huge a maſs, and hide from heauens eye ? 
Or where haſt thou thy wonne, that ſo much gold 
Thou canſtpreſerue from wrong and robbery ? 
Come thou, quoth he, and ſee. So, by and by 
Through thar thick coverthe himled, and found 
A darkelome way, which no man could deſcry, 
That deepe deſcended through the hollow ground, 
And was with dread and horrour compaſſed around, 
21 
At length they came into a larger ſpace, 
That ſtretcher it ſelfe into an ample Plaine, 
Through which a beaten broad high way didtrace, : 
That ſtraightdid lead to Plutoes grieſly raigne : 
By that wayes fide, there fate infernall Paine, : 
And faſt beſide him ſate tumultuous ftrife : 
The one, in hand an iron whip did ſtraine; 
_ The other brandiſhed a bloudy knife, 
And both did gnaſh their teeth, and both did'threaten life. 
22 
On th'other fide, in one conſort there ſate 
Cruell Revenge, and rancorous Deſpight, 
Diſloyall Treaſon, and hart-burning Harte : 
But gnawing Iecaloufic,out of their fight 
Sitting alone, his bitter lips did bight, 
And trembling Feare ſtill ro and fro did fly, 
And found no place, where ſafe he ſhrond him might, 
Lamenting Sorrow did in darkneffe ye, 
And Shame his vgly face did hide from liuing eye. 
2 


And over them ſad Hanoaraidh grim hew, 
Did alwaies ſore, beating his iron wings; 
And after him, Owles and Night-ravens flew, 
The hatcfull meſſengers of heauie things, 
Of death and dolourtelling fad tydings ; 
Whales ſad Celeno,fitting on a chit, 
A ſong of bale and bitter forrow ſings, 
Thar --- of flint alunder could haue rift: 
Which hauing ended, afrer himſhe flyeth ſwift. 


24 

All theſe before the gates of Pluto lay, 

By whom they paſſing, ſpake vnto themnought. 

But th'Elfin knight with wonder all theway: | 

Did feede his eyes, and fild his inner thought. 

Atlaſt, him to a little dore he brought, 

Thatto the gate of Hell, which gaped wide, 

Was next adioyning, ne them parted ought : 

Betwixt them both was but a little ſtride, t 
That did the houſe of Riches from hell-mouth diuide. 


25 
Before the doreſfate ſelfe-conſuming Care, ; 
Day and night keeping wary watch and ward, ' 
For feare leaſt Force or Fraud ſhould vnaware 
Breake in, and ſpoyle the threaſure there in gard : 
Ne would he ſuffer Sleepe once thither-ward 
Approche, albe his drowfie den werenext; 
For, nextto death is Sleepeto be compar'd : 
Therefore his houſe is vnto his annext; 


So 
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| So ſoone as Mammon there arriu'd, the dore 


To him did open, and affoorded way 

Him followed'eke Sir Guyon euermore, 

Ne darkenefle him, ne danger might diſmay. 
Soone as he entred was, the dore ſtraight way 

Did ſhut, and from behindit forth therelept 

An vely fiend, more foule then diſmall day, 

Theo hich with manſtrous ſtalke behind him ſtept, 


And cuer as he weut, due watch vpon him kepr. 


27 
Well hoped he, ere long that hardie gueſt, 


If euer couetous hand, or luftfull eye, _ 

Or lips he layd on aan Fa lik't him beſt, 
Or cuer {leepe his eye-{trings did vnrie, 
Should be his prey. And therefore ſtill on hic 
He ouer him did hold his cruell clawes, 
Threatning with greedy gripe to doe him die, 


' Andrendin peeces with his rauenous pawes, 
If euerhe tranfgrelt the fatall Stygian lawes. 


23 


That houſes forme within wa rudeand ſtrong, 


Like an huge Caue, hewne out of rocky clift, 

From whoterough yaut the ragged breaches hong, 
Emboſt with maily gold of glorious gitt, 

And with rich metal loaded euery rift, 

That heauy rnine they did ſeemeto threat; 

And over them Arachne high did lift 

Her cunning web, and ſpred herſubtilenet, 


Enwrapped in touleſmoak & clowdes more black then Ter. 


29 
Both roofe, and floore, and wals were all of gold, 


But oyergrowne with duſt and old decay, 
And hid in darkenefſle, that none could behold 
Thehew thereof: for, view of chearefull day 
D1d neuer in that hole itſelte diſplay, 
ButaFaint ſhadow of vncertainel1 oht; 

Such as a lamp, whoſe life does fade away : 

Or as the Moone cloathed with clowdy night, 


Does ſhew to him, that walkes infeare and ſad affright. 


O 


In all that roome was nothing to beſeenc, 


Y 


Andyhat 


Buc huge great1ron cheſts and coffers ſtrong, 

All bard with double bends, thatnone pears weene 
Them to.eftorce by violence or wrong; 

On euery {ide they placed werealong. . 

Bur all che ground with ſculs was ſcattered, 


And dead mens bones, which round aboutwere flong, 
Whoſe lines (itſeemed) whilome there were ſhed, 


And their vile carcaſes now left ynburied. 


31: 
They forward paſſe, ne Guyon yetſpake word, 


Till that they.came vnto anirondore, 

Whichto them opened of it owne accord, 

And ſhew'd of riches ſuch excecding ſtore, 

As eye of mandid neuer fee before; 

Ne cuercould within one place be found, _ . 

Thoughall thewealth, whichis, or was of yore, 

Could  podierpd be throughall the worldaround, 
oue were added to that ynder ground... 


22 
The charge thereoFfynto a FASITEOIR Spright 
Commaunded was, who thereby did attend, 
And wartly awaited day and night, 
From other couctous fiends it to defend, 
Who it to rob and ranſlack did intend. 
Then Mammon, turning to that warriour, ſaid ; 
Los, heere the worldez bliſs: loe, heere the end, 
To which all men doe ayme, rich to be made: 
Such grace now to be happy, is before thee laid. 


Certes, ſaid hc, I n'ill thine fed grace, 
Ne to be made ſo happy do intend : 
Another bliſs before mine eyes I place, 
Another happineſle, another end. 
To then, thar liſt, theſe baſe regards Ilend : 
But I 1n armes, and in atchicuements braue, 
Doerather chooſe my flitting houres to ſpend, 
And to be Lord of thoſe, that riches haue, 
Then them to haue my ſelfe, and be their ſerwile flaue. 


+ 
Thereat the fiend his EP nol teeth did grate, 
And grieu'd, fo long to lacke his greedy prey 3 
For, well he weened, that ſo glorious bayt 
Would tempt his gueſt, to take thereof aflay : . 
Had he fo doen, he had him ſnatchr away, 
More light then Culver in the Faulkcons fiſt, 
(Eternall God thce ſaue from ſuch decay.) 
But when-as Mammon law his purpoſe miſt, 
Him to entrap vowares another way he wit. 


5 | 
Thence, forward he him I and ſhortly brotight 
Vrito another roome, whole dore forthright 
To him did open, as it had been taught : 
Therein an hundred raunges weren pight, 
And hundred fornaces all burning bright; 
By cuery fornace many fiends did bide, 
Deformed creatures, hozrible in ſighr, 
And euery fiend his buſie paines applide, 
To meltthe golden merall, ready to be tride. 


One with greatbellowes gathered filling aire, 
And with forc't wind the fuell did inflame ; 
Another did the dying bronds repaire 
With irontongs, and ſprinkled ofrthe ſame 
With liquid waues, fierce Yulcansrageto tame; 
Who maiſtring them, renewd his former heat; 
Some ſcumd the drofle that from the merall came 
Some ſtird the molten owre with ladles great; 

And euery one did ſink, and euery one did ſweat, - 


- IN 

But when as carthly wight T4 preſent ſaw, 
Gliſtring in armes and batrailous array, 
From their hot worke they did themſelues withdraw 
To wonder at the fight : for, tillthat day, 
They neuer creature ſaw, that came that way. 
Ther ſtaring eyes ſparkling with feruent fire, 
And vgly ſhapes did nigh the man diſmay, 

... Thatwereitnotfor ſhame, he would retire, 

Till thathim thus beſpake their ſoncraigne Lord and fire: 

H 4. 
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THE SECOND BOOKE OF {ant.V11. 


8 

Behold, thou Facries "IE, with mortall eye, 

Thathwnyg eye bcfore did neuer ſee : 

The thing that thou didſt craue ſo earneſtly 

(To weer, whence all thewealth late ſhewd by mee, 

Proceeded) lo, now is reveald to thee. 

Heere is the fountaine of the worldez good : 

Now therefore, if thou wilt cnriched be, 

Aviſe thee well,and change thy wilfuli mood, 
Leaſtthou perhaps heereafter with, and be withſtood. 


: BR -; 
Sufficeir then, thou Money-Go4,quoth hee, 
T har all thine idle offers I refule. 
All that I needT haue; what needeth mce 
To covet more then I haue cauſe to vie ? 
With ſuch vaineſhewes thy worldlings vile abuſe : 
Bur giue me leaue tofollowe mine cmpriſe. 
Mammon was much difpleaſd, yetno'te he chuſe 
But beare the rigour of his bold meſpiſe, 
And thence him forward led, him further to entiſe. 


40 
He brought him through a darkſome narrow ſtrait, 

To a broad gate, all built of beaten gold: 

The gate was open, but therein did wait 

A ſturdy villaine, ſtriding ſtiffe and bold, 

As if the higheſt God IFe he would; 

In his right hand an iron club he held, 

Bur he himſelfe was all of golden mol, 

Yet had both life and ſenle, and well could weld 
That curſed weapon, when his crucll foes he queld. 


FS « 
Diſdaine he called was, and did diſdaine 
To beſo cald, and who fo did him call : 
Sterne was to looke, and full of ttomack yaine, 
His portance terrible, and ſtaturetall, 
Far paſſing th'height of men terreſtiall ; 
Like an huge Giant of the Titans race, 
That made him ſcorne all creatures orcat and ſmall, 
And with his pride all others powre deface: 
More fit amongſt black fends,h 
42 
Soone as thoſe glitterand armes he did eſpy, 
That with their brightneſſe made that darkneflc light, 
His harmefull club he ganto hurtle hie, 
And threaten batrell to the Faerie knight: 
Who likewiſe gan himſelfe to battaile dight, 
Till Mammon did his haſtic hand with-hold, 
And counſeld him abſtaine from perilous tight : 
For, nothing might abaſh the villaine bold, 
Ne morrall ſteele emperce his miſcreated mold. 


| 4 | 
So, hauing him withreaſon TY 
And the fierce Carle commaunding to forbeare, 
He brought him.in. The roome was large and wide, 
As itſome Gyeld orſolemne Templewere : 
Many great golden pillours did vpbeare 
The maſly rocfe, and riches huge ſuſtaine : 
And cuery pillourdecked was full deare 


With crownes and Diadems,8 titles vaine, (raigne. 


VVhich mortall Princes wore, whiles they on carth did 


en men ro haue his place. 


44 

A rout of people there aſſembled were, 
Of cuery ſortand nation vnder aky, 
Which with great vprore preaced to draw neare 
To th'ypper part, where was advaunced hic 
A ſtately fiege of ſoucraigne maieſtie; 

- And thereon fate a woman gorgeous gay, 

And richly clad in robes of royaltic, 
That never earthly Princeinfuch array 

His glory did enhaunce,and pompous pride diſplay. 


4 
Herface right wondrous et? didſeemeto bee, 
That her broad beauties beame great brightnes threw 
Through the dim ſhade, that all men mighritſce:; 
Yet was not that ſame her owne natiue hew, | 
But wrought by art and counterfetted ſhew, 
Thereby more Jouers vnto herto call; 
Nath'lefſe, moſt heauenly faire in deed and view 
She by creation was, till the did fall; 
Thencetorth ſhe ſought for helps to cloke her crime with- 


46 

There, as 1n gliſtring glory ſhe did fit, 
She helda great gold chaineylinked well, 
Whoſe vpper end to higheſt heauen was knit, 
And lJowerpartdid reach to loweſthell ; 
And all that preace did round about her ſwell, 
To catchen fold of that long chaine, thereby 
Toclimbe aloft, and others to excell : 
That was Ambition, raſh deſfireto ſtie, 

And cuery linke thereof a ſtep of dignitie. 


47 

Some thought to raiſe themſelues to high degree, 
By riches and vnrighteous reward, 
Some by cloſe ſhouldring, ſome by flatteree ; 
Others through friends, othersfor baſeregard; 
And all, by wrong wayes, for themſclues prepar'd. 
Thoſe that werevp themlelues, kept others lowe, 
Thoſe that were lowe themſelues, held others hard, 
Ne ſuffred them toriſe or greater growe, 

But euery one did ſtriue his flow downe to throwe. 

48 

Which, when as Guyon ſaw, he gan enquire, 
What meant thatpreace about thar Ladies throne, 
And whatſhewas that d1d ſo high aſpire. 
Him Mammon anſwered; That goodly one, 
Whom all that folke with ſuch contention 
Doe flock about, my deare, my daughteris 3 
Honour and dignitie from her alone, 
Deriued are, andall this worldez bliſs h 

For which ye mea doeftriue : few get, but many miſs. 


4 

And faire Philotime ſhee ri ohtly hight, 

The faireſt wightthat wonneth vndersky, 

But that this darkſome neather world herlighr 

Doth dim with horrour and deformitee, 

VVorthy of heauen and high felicitic, 

From whence the gods haue her for envie thruſt : 

But ſith thou haſtfound fauour in mineeye, 

Thy ſpouſe I will her make, ifthatthou Juſt, | 
That ſhe may thee adyaunce for works and merites inft. 
Gramercy 


TEES 50 
Gramercy Mammon,ſaid the gentle knight, 
| For ſo great grace and offred high citate; 
But I, that am fraile fleſh and earthly wight, 
Vnworthy match forſuch immortall mate 
My ſelfe well wote,and mine vnequall fate; 
And were Inot, yet is my trouth yplight, 
And loueauowd to other Lady Jatc, 
That to remoue theſame I haue no might : 


I 

Maimmon emmoued was with inward wrath ; 

Yerforcing itto faine, him forth thence led 

Through erieſly ſhadowes by a beaten path, 
a Into a Almaty garniſhed p 
| With hearbs and fruits,whoſe kinds mote nor be red: 
Notlſuch, as earth our of her fruitfull woomb | 
Throwes foorth to men, ſweet and well ſauoured, 


But direfull deadly blacke both leafe and bloom, 
; Fitto adorne the dead,and deckethe drery toombe. 
: 2 


5 

There mournfull Cypreſſe grew in greateſt ſtore, 
And trees of, bitter Gall,and H : lad, 
Dead ſleeping Poppre,and blacke Hellebore, 
Cold Coloquintida, and Tetra mad, 
Morrtall Samnits,and Cicuta bad, 
Which«with th'yniuſt Atheniens made to dy 

-: Wiſe Socrates,who thereof quaſhng glad 
- Potird our his life,and laſt Philoſophy 
To the fure Critias his dearcit Belamuc. 


; | 53 
p The Gardin of Proſerpina this hight; 
3 And in the midſt thereof a filuer ſcar, 
With a thicke Arbour goodly ouerdight, 
In which ſhe oftenvs'd from open heat 
Her ſelfe to ſhroud, and pleaſures to entreat. 
Next thercunto did growe a goodly tree, 
| With braunches broad diffpred, and body great, 
Clothed with leanes, tharnone the wood mote {ee 


And'loaden all with fruit asthicke as it might bee. 


Their fruitwere golden Me 2 gliſtring bright, 
? That goodlywas their glorieto behold, 
- Onearth like neuer grew,ne liuing wight 
Like euer ſaw,but they from hence were ſold ; 
For thoſe, which Hercules with conqueſt bold 
Gotfrom great Atlas daughters, hence began, 
And planted there,did bring forth fruit of gold; 
And thoſe with which th' Eubzan young man wan, 
Swift Atalanta,when through crafthe her out-ran. 


FS 
Here alſo prong that goodly golden fruit, 
With which Acontius got his louer trew, 
Whom he had long time ſought with fruitleſle ſuit : 
Here.cke thatfamous golden Apple grew, 
The which emongſt the gods falſe Ate threw; 
For whichth' 1dean Ladics diſagreed, 
Till partiall Pars dempt it Penus dew, 
And had (of her) faire Helen for his meed, 
That many noble Greekgs and Trojans made to bleed, 


To chaungeloue cauſcleſle,is reprocheto warhke knight. 


Cant. V1. 'THE FAERIE QVEENE yi 


6 

The warlike Elfe much i2 co VE at this tree, 
So faire and great, that ſhadowed all the ground, 
And his broad braunches, laden with rich fee, 
Did ſtretch themſelues without the vtmoſt bound 
Of this great gardin,compaſt with a mound, 
Which ouer-hanging, they themſelues did ſteepe, 
In a blacke flood which flow'd abour itround; 
That is the river of Cocytusdeepe, | 

In which full many ſoules do endleſle waileand weepe. 


Which to behold, he a tothe banke, 
And looking downe,ſaw many damned wights, 
In thole ſad waues; which direfull deadly ſtanke, 
Plonged continually of cruell Sprights, 
Thar with their pittious cryes, and yelling ſhrights, 
They made the furtherſhorereſounden wide: | 
Emonegſt the reſt of thoſe fame ruefull fights, 
One curſed creature he by chaunce eſpide, 
That drenched lay full deepe,vnder the Garden fide. 
8 
Dcepe was he drenched to ho vpmoſt chin, 
Yer gaped ſtill, as coueting to drinke 
Of the cold ioncr dk bn wadedin, 
And ſtretching forth his hand,did often thinke 
Toreachthefruit,which grew vpon the brinke *: 
But both the fruit from hand,and floud from mouth 
Did flie abacke,and made him vainely fwinke : 
The whiles he ſteru'd with hunger and with drouth 
He daily dyde,yctneuer throughly dyen couth. 


The knight, him ſeeing boA fs mi varhe, 
Askt who he was, and what he meant thereby : 
Who,gromng deepe, thus aiſwered him againe; 
Moſt curled of all creatures vnder skye, 
Lo,Tanta'us,T here tormented lye: 
Of whom high Toue wontwhylome feaſted bee; 
Lo here I now for want of food doe dye: 
But if that thou be ſuch,asI thee ſee, 

Of grace I pray thee,giue ta ;—= and drinke to mee: 


| © 
Nay;nay,thou greedie Tantalys (quoth he 
Abide! the Fine of thy p 706, 
And vnto all that live in high degree, 
Enſamplebe of mind intemperate, 
To teach them how tovſetheir preſent ſtate. 
Then gan the curſed wretch aloud to cry, 
Accuſing higheſt Towe and gods ingrate, 
And cke blaſpheming heauen bitterly, 


| As authour of yniuſtice,there to lethim dye. 


G1 

Hee look: a little further,and cſpyde 
Another wretch,whoſe ——_ deepe was drent 
Within the riuer,which the ſame did hyde: 
But both his hands, moſt filthie feculent, 
Aboue the water were on high extent, 
And faynd to waſh themſclues inceſſantly; 
Yetnothing cleaner were for ſuchintent, 
But rather fowlerſeemed to the eye ; 

Soloiſt his labour vaineand idlc induftrie. 
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on THE SECOND 


BOOKE: OF Cant-V 111. 


G2 

The knight him callingyasked who he was, 

Who lifting P his head,him anſwered thus :. 

I'Pilate am, the falſeſt Indge, alas, 

And moſt yniuſt, thatby vorighteous 

And wicked doome,to Iewes defpiteous 

Deliuered vp the Lord of life to die, 

And did acquite a murdrer felonous ; 

The whiles my hands Iwaſhtinpuritie, 
Thewhiles my ſoule was ſoyld with foule iniquitie. 


6 
Tafinite moe, tormented in ſike paine 
He there beheld, too long here to betold : 
Ne M ammen would there lethim long remaine, 
For terrour of the tortures manifold, 
In which the damned ſoules he did behold, 
But roughly him beſpake. Thou fearefu!l foole; 
Why takeſt not of thar ſame fruit of gold, 
Ne lſitteſt downe on that ſame filuer ſtoole, 
Toreſt thy wearie perſon,in the ſhadow coole? 
6 


4 
All which he did,to doe him deadly fall 

In frayle intemperancethrough finkull bayt; 

To which if heinclined had ar all; 

That dreadfull feend,which did behind him wayr, 


ARFN 


rm ————mme— —— —_ 


Would him hauerent inthouſand preces ſtrayt:; 
But he was warie wiſc 1n all his way, 
And well perceiued his deceiptfull fleight, 
Nelſuffered luſt his ſafetiero betray; 
So goodly did beguile the Guyler of the pray. 
6 


5 
And now he hasſo long remained there, 


That vitall powres gan wexe both weakeand wan, | 
For want of food, and ſleepe; which two vpbeare, 
Like mighrie pillours, this fraile life of man, . 
That none without the ſame enduren can. 
For, now three dayes of men were full outwrought, : 
Since he this hardy m—_—_— began : ; 
For-thy great Mammon fairely he betought, 
Into the world to guide him backe, as he him brought. 
66 : 

The God,though loth,yer was conſtraind t'obay : | 
For lenger time, then that,no lining wight, ; 


BeJowe the earth, might ſuffred bero ſtay: 
Sobacke againe,him brou ohtto ling Fohe. 
Bur all ſo ſoone as his cnfeebled ſpright 
Gan ſucke this vitall aireinto his breſt, 
As ouercome with too exceeding might, 
The life did flit away out of her neſt, 

And all his ſenſes were with deadly fir oppreſt. 
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Canto V [1[]. Et 


Sir Guyon,laidin ſwowne, is by 
Merates ſonnes deſpoyld, 

Whom _Arthar ſoone hath reskewed VF VNR 'L 
And Paynim brethren foyld. L DIO 
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I 
s Nd is there care in heauen? and is there Joue 
In heaucaly ſpirits to thele creatures bale, 
AX That may compaſſion of their euils moue ? 
83 I Ther is: elſe much more wretchcd were the calc 

Of men,then beaſts. But 6 th' exceeding grace 

Of hioheſt God'!thar loues his creatures lo; 

Andall his workes with mercic doth embrace; 
} Thatbleſſed Angels, heſends to andfro, 
Toſerue to wicked mangto ſerue his wicked fee. 

2 

How oft do they, their filuer bowers leaue, 

Tocome to ſuccour vs, that ſuccour want ? 

How oft do they,with golden pincons,cleanc 

The flitting skyes,like Hying Purſumuant, 


Y Jy o — It, K-OM [' 
SOVIETS NETS — 


Agint foule feends to aide vs militant? 
T hey for vs fight,they watch and dewly tward, 
And their bright Squadrons round about vs plant, 
And all for louc,and nothing for reward : 
O why thould heauenly God to men have ſuch regard 2. 


During the while that FIR. did abide 
In Mammoss houſe, the Palmer,whom whylere 
That wanton Mayd of paſſage had denide, 
By further ſearch had paſſage found elſewhere; 
And being on his way,approched neare, 
Where G«yon lay in traunce,when ſuddenly 
He heard a voice,that called loud and cleare, 
_ Come hither, hither, © come haſtily; 
That all the fields reſounded with therucfull cry, _ 
. c 


Cant, V 111, 


THE FAERIE QVEENE. gz 
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Pe 
The Palmer lent his earevnto the noYle 


To weet who called ſo imporrtunely : 

Aoaine, he heard a more efforced voyce, 
Thatbade him come 1n haſte. He by and by 
His feeble feerdirected to the cry; 

Which to that ſhady delue him brought atlaſt, 
Vhcre ammon earſt did funne hus threaſury : 
There the good Guyon befound flumbring faſt 


Inſenſeleflz dreame; which fight at firſt him oreagaſt. 


y | 
Beſide his head there fate afaire young man, ' 


Of wondrous beautie, and of freſheſt yeares, 
VVhoſe tender bud to bloſſome new began, 
And flouriſh faire aboue his equallpeares ; 

His ſnowy front curled with golden haires, 
Like Phebrusfaceadorn'd with ſunny rayes, 
Divinely ſhone, and two ſharp winged theares, 
Decked with diuerſe plumes, like painted Iayes, 


Were fixed at his backe, to cut his ayeric wayes. 
6 


Like as Cupido on Tdean hull, 


VVhenhauinglaid his cruell bowe away, 

And morrtall arrowes, where-with he doth fill 

The world with murdrous ſpoyles and bloudiepray, 
With his faire mother he him dights to play, 

And with his goodly ſiſters, Gracesthree ; 

The Goddeſſe pleaſed with his wanton play, 

Suffers her ſelfe through fleepe beguil'd to bee, 


The whules the'other Ladies mind their merry glee. 


7 
Whom when the Palmer ſaw; abaſht he was req 


And hee tha breathlefle ſeemes,ſhall courage bold reſpire. 


Through feare and wonder, that henought coulll lay, 
T1ll himithe child beſpake, Long lackt, alas, 

Hath been thy Faithfull aydein hardaſlay,-  - + / 
Whiles deadly fit thy pupill doth diſmay ; 4 
Bcholdthis heauy fight, thou reuerend Sire, - | 

Bur dread of death and dolour doeaway; ---] 
For, life ere long ſhallto her home:retire;:; 7 441i ++ A 


8 


The charge which God dothvnto-me arrer, 


Of his deare {afery, Ito thee commend; /: ; ': -+ / /. 
Yetwill Inot forgoe, neyetforget: 4 
The carethereot (my {eltc) vnto the end, 

But euermore him ſuccour, and defend 5-1 
Againſt his foeand mine: watchthou I pray 3. ' - ' * 
For, euillis at hand him'to offtend.} eeld:<i Þ 
So hauing ſaid, eftloones he gandiſplay. 


His painted nimble wings, and vaniſhrquite away. | 


MH 
The Palmer ſeting his left empty place 


. 


| 13-0335 C027--C A 
And his ſloweeyes be ledof their fight, 6479907 


Gaz'd after lim,as fowleeſcapthylight;. 
At YC Xn eb} opus <9y a eto oo! / 
Wirh tremblinghand his 456 ome bk 
V Vhere finding life got yetdiflotigetqught,..: : 7" 
He much reioyc'r, and courdi:tenflerlys i: - © +: 


Woxe-ſore aft541d, an i pd AGES, tt, 


As chicken newly -hatcht, from dreaded deſtinys; /: ;.-.: , 7 


LO 
Ar laſt, he ſpyde wheretowards him did paſe 
Two Paynim knights, allarm'd as bright as sky, 
And them befi.ie an aged Sire did trace, 
And farre betore 2 lighr-foor Page did fly, 
That breathed ſtrife and troublous ennntie ; 
Thoſe were the two lonnes of Acratesold, 
Who meeung earſ{t with A rchimago ſly, 
Fareby that 1dle ſtrond, ofhim weretold, 
That he, which carſt them combartred, was Guyon bold. 
II 
Which to avenge onhim they dearely vow'd, 
Where-cuer that on ground they mote him find ; 
Falſe Archimage prouokt their courage proud, 
And ſtrife-tull Atinin their ſtubborne mind 
Coales of contention and hot vengeance tind. 
Now been they come whereas the Palmerſate, 
Tomy that ſlumbred corſe to him aflignd ; 
Well knew they both his perſon, fith of late 
With himin bloudy armes they raſhly did debate. 
I2 


Whom when Pyrrbochles ſaw, inflam'd with rage, 
Thar ſire he toule beſpake, Thou dotard vile; 
Thar with thy brutenefle ſhendſt thy comely age, 
Abandone ſoone, I read, the caitiue {poile 
Of that ſame outcaſt carcaſle, that erewhile 
Made it ſelfe famous through alle trechery, 

And crownd his coward creſt with knightly ſtile; 
Loe where he now inglorious doth lye, 
To proue hee liued ll, that did thus foully dye. 


* I Z 

To whom the Palmer feareleſs anſwered ; 

Certes, Sir Knight, ye becn too much to blame, 

Thus for to blot the honour of the dead, 

And with foule cowardize his carcalle ſhame, 

Whoſe liuing hands immortaliz'd his name. 

Vileisthevengeance on the aſhes coid, 

And enuy baſe, to barkeatfſleeping fame : 

Was neuer wight, that treaſon of b1m-tolde; _. 
Your ſelfe his prowels ptov'd & found him fierce & bold. 


| I4 
Then ſayd:Cymochles; Palmer thou doeſt dote, 
Ne canſt of proweſle, ne of knighthood deeme, 
Saue as thou ſteſt or hear'ſt: But, well I wore, 
That of his puifſance tryall made extreeme 
Yet gold all is not, that doth golden ſceme, 
Neall good knights, that ſhake well ſpeare and ſhield: 
The worth of all men by their end eſteeme, 
And then due praiſe, or due reproche them yield ; 
Bad therefore I him deem, thatthus lies dead on field. 


5: 

Good or bad (gan his brother fierce reply) 

Wha: Joe Irecke, {ith that he dyde cntire ? 

Or whatdoth his bad death now ſatisfie 

The greedy hjinger of reuenging ire, 

Sith wrathfull hand wrought nother owne defire 3 

Yerſith noway is left to wreake my [pight, 

I will him reaue of armes, the vidors hire, 

And of thatthield, more worthy of good knight ; 
For why ſhould a dead dog be decktin armour bright ? 
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Faire Sir, ſaid then the Palmer ſuppliaunr, 

For knighthoods loue doe not lo foule a deed, 

Ne blame your honour with ſo ſhametfull vaunt 

Ofvile revenge. To ſpoylethe dead of weed 

Is facrilege, and doth all tinnes exceed; 

But leaue theſe reliques of his living mi he, 

To decke hs herce, andtrap his tomb-black ſteed. 

What herce or ſtee4 ({aid he) ſhould he haue dight, 
But be entombed in the rauen or the kight? 


I7 | 
With that, rude hand vpon his ſhield he laid, 
Andth'other brother gan his helme vnlace, 
Both ficrcely bent to haue him diſfarraid ; 
Till that they ſpyde, where towards them did paſe 
An armed knight, of bold and bountious grace, 
Whoſe Squire bore after him an heben Jaunce, 
And couerd ſhield. V Vell kend him ſofarre ſpace 
Th'enchaunter by his armes and amenaunce, 
When vnder him he ſaw his Lybian fteed to praunce; 
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R I 
And to thoſe brethren ſaid, Riſe, riſe by liue, 
And vnto battaile doe your ſelues addrefle; 
For, yonder comes theproweſt knightaliue, 
Prince Arthur, flowre of grace and nobileſle, 
Thar hath to Paynim knights wrought great diſtreſle, 
And thouſand Sar'zins foully donne to dye. 
That word ſo deepe did in their harts impreſle, 
That both eftſoones vpſtarted furiouſly, 
And ganthemſclues prepareto barcell greedily. 
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I 
But fierce Pyrrhochles, lacking his owne ſword, 
The want thereof now greatly gan to plaine, 
And Archimage belought, him That fford, 
Which he had troughr for Braggadocchio vaine. 
So wouldI, ſayd th'enchaunter, glad and faine 
Beteeme to you his ſword, youto defend, 
Or ought that elſe your honour mi ght maintaine, 
But that this weapons powre I well haue kend, 
To be contrary to the worke which yee intend. 
20 
For, that ſame knights owne ſword this is of yore, 
Whach Merlin made by his almighty art | 
For that his nourſling, when he kni Jehood ſwore, 
There-with to doen his foes noni {mart. 
The mertall firſthe mixt with Medewart, 
That no enchauntment from his dint might ſaue; 
Then it in flames of Aetna wrought apart, 
And ſeauentimes dipped in the bitter waue 
Of helliſh Styx, which hiddenvertueto xt gaue. 
21 
The vertue is, that neither ſteele nor ſtone, 
The ſtroake thereof from entrance may defend 3 
Ne euer may be vied by his fone, 
Neforc't his rightfull owner to offend, 
Neecuer will it breake, neeuer bend. 
Wherefore Morddyreit rightfully is hight. 
In vaine therefore, Pyrrhochles, ſhould Ilend 
Theſameto thee, againſt his Lord to fight. 
For, ſure it would deceiuethy labour, and thy might. 


22 
Fooliſh old man, ſayd then the Pagan wroth, 
That weeneſt words or charmes may force withſtond : 
Soone ſhalt thouſce, and then belicue for troth, 
That I can caruewith this enchaunted brond 
His Lords owne fleſh. There-with out of his hond 
That vertuous ſteele he rudely ſnatcht away, 
And Guyons ſhield abouthis wriſt he bond; 
So, ready dight fierce battaileto aflay, 
And match a ary proud in battailous array. 


By this, that ſtran kenightin reſence came, 
And goodly falued them: = nought againe 
Him aunſwered,as courtefie became ; 
But with ſterne lookes, and ſtomachous diſdaine, 

. Gaue fignes of grudgeand diſccntentmentyaine. 

Then, turning to the Palmer, hee gan ſpy 
Where, at his feet, with ſorrowfull demaine 
And deadly hew, an armed corſedidlye, 

In whoſe dead face he read great magnanimity. 
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Said hethento the Palmer, Rencrendf re, 
What great misfortune hath berid this knight? 
Or did his life her fatall date expyre, 
Or did he fall by treaſon, or by fight 2 
How-euer, ſure I rew his pittious plight. 
Not one, nor other, ſayd the Palmer graue, 
Hath him befalne, but clowdes of deadly night 

Awhile his heauy eylids couer'd haue, 
And all his ſenſes drowned in deepe ſenſelefſewaue. 


25 
Which, thoſe ſame foes that doen awaite hereby, 
Making advantage, to revenge their ſpight, 
VVould him dilarme, and treaten ſhamefully; 
(Voworthy way of redoubted knight.) 
But you, fayre Sir, whoſe honourable fighr 
Doth promiſe hope of help, and timely grace, 
Morte I beſcech to ſuccour hisſad plighr, 
And by yourpowre proteCt his feeble caſe. 
Firſt prayle of knighthood is, foyle outrageto deface. 
26 X 


Palmer, ſayd he,noknightſo rude (I weene) 
As to doen outrageto aſleeping ghoſt : 
Ne was there euernoble courage ſeene, 
That in advantage would his puiffance boſt: 
Honour is leaſt, where oddes appeareth moſt. 
May be, thatbetter reaſon will afſw | 
The raſh revengers heat. VVordswell diſpoſt 
Haue ſecret powre,tappeaſc inflamed rage: 

If not, leaue vato methyknights laſtpatronage. 


e- 
Tho, turning to thofebrethren, thus beſpoke; 
Yee warlixe payft; whoſe yalorous greattmight, 
Ir ſeemes, iult wrotips to yengratncedoth prouoke, 
To wreake your wfatlon this dead-ſeeming knighe, 
Mote oughtallay the ſtormeof your deſpight, 
And ſettle patieneeimfo furious hear? * 
Not todebatetheghallenge of your right, 


But for this N44" 067 I entreat, 
Whom fortune hath already layd in loweſt ſear, 
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To whom Cymochles ſaid; For what art thou, 


That mak'ſtthy ſelfe his dayes-man, to prolong 
The vengeancepreſt? Or who ſhall lerme now 
On this vile body from to wreake my wrong, 
And make his carcaſle as the outcaſt dong ? 
Why ſhould not thatdead carrion fatisfie 

The guilt, which if he lived hadthus long, 

His lite for due reuenge ſhould deare abie ? 


The treſpalle ſtill doth ue, albe the perſon dic. 
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Indeed, then ſaid the Prince, the euill donne 


Dics not, when breath the body firſt doth leaue; 
But from the grandfire to the Ne kotns ſonne, 
And all his ſeed the curſe doth often cleaue, 

T1ll vengeance vtterly the guilt bereaue: 

So ſtraightly God doth =% 25 But gentle knight, 
Thartdoth againſt the dead his hand vpreare, 

His honour {taines with rancour and deſpight, 


And greatdiſparagement makes to his former might. 
© 


3 
Pyrrhochles gan reply the ſecond time, 


And to him{aid, Now felon ſure I read, 

How that thou art partaker of his crime : 
Therefore by Termagaunt thou-ſhaltbe dead. 

With that, his hand (more {ad then lump of lead) 
Vpliftirg high, heweened with Morddare, | 
His owne good ſword Morddure, to cleaue his head. 
The Foil ſteele ſuch treaſon no'uld endure, 


But ſwaruipg from the marke, his Lords life did aflure. 


Yetwas the forceſo Cnlond andſofell, 


That horſeand man it madetoreele afide : 
Nath'lefle the Prince would not forſake his ſcll 
(For, well of yore he learned had to ride) 

But full of anger fiercely to him cride 

Falſe traytour,miſcreant, thou broken haſt 
The law of armes, to ſtrike foe vndehide : 

But thou thy treaſons fruit(I hope) ſhalt taſte 


Right ſowre, and feele the law, thewhich thou haſt defac't. 
| 32. 
With that, his balefull ſpcare he fiercely bent 


Againſt the Pagans breaſt, andthere-with thought 

His curſed life out of her lodge hauerent: 

Butere the point arriued where it ought, | 

That ſeauen-fold ſhield, which he from G#yen brought 
He caſt-betweene,to ward the bitter ſtound:. 

Through all thoſe folds the ſteel-head paſlage wrought, 
And through his ſhoulder pearc't; wher-with to ground 


He groucling fcll, all gored in his guſhing wound. 
Which when his brother cuets with great griefe 


And wrath, he to him leaped furjouſly, 

And fouly ſaid, By Mahayne,curſed thiefe, 
That direfull ſtroake thou dearely ſhalt aby. 
Then hurling vp his harmefull blade on hie, 


. Smote him ſo hugely on his haughtie creſt, 


Hauc cleft his head in twainc, and life thence diſpofleſt. 


Thatfrom his eforced himto fly : . 
Elſe moteitneeds downe to his manly breſt 


Cymochles twice, that twice him forc't his footereyoke. 
&, 
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Now was the Prince in daygerous diſtreſle, 


Wanting his ſword, when he on foot ſhould fight: 
His ſingle ſpeare could doe him ſmall redreſle, 
Againſt two foes of ſo exceeding might, 

The leaſt of which was match for any knight. 

And now the other, whom heearſt did daunt, 

Had reard himſelfe againe to cruell fight, 

Three times more furious, and more puiſſaunt, 


Vnmindfull of his wound, of his fate ignoraunt. 


35 
So, both attonce him charge on either fide, 


With hideous ſtroakes, and importablepowre, 
That forced him his groundto trauerſe wide, 
And wiſelywatch to ward that deadly ſtowre. 
For,on his ſhield, as thicke as ſtormie ſhowre 
Their ſtroakes did raine : yetdid he neuerquaile, 
Ne backward ſhrinke ; bur as a ſtedfaſt towre, 
Whom foe with double battry doth affaile, 


Them on her bulwarke beares,& bids them noughr ayaile: 
| 6 
So ſtofitly he withſtood hel ſtrong aſlay, 


Till thatat laſt, when he advantage fpide, 


 Hispoynant ipeare hethruſt withpuiſſant ſway 


Ar proud Cymechles, whiles his ſhield was wide, 
Thatthrough hs thigh the morrall ſteele did gride: 
He, {waruing with the force, within his fleſh 

Did breake the launce, and let the head abide: 


'Qut of the wound the red bloud flowed freſh, 
That ynderneath his feet ſoone made a purple pleſh, 


37 
Horribly then he gan to rage, and raile, 


Curſing his gods, and himlelfe damning deepe: 
Als when his brother ſaw the red bloud traile 
Adowne ſo faſt, and all his armour ſteepe, 

For very felneſſe loud he ganto weepe, 

And faid, Caytiue, curſe on thy cruellhond, 
Thattwice hath ſped; yet ſhall 1rnot thee keepe 
From the third brunt of this my fatall brond : 


Lo, where the dreadfull Death behind thy back doth ſtond. 
38 
With that hee ſtrooke, and th'other ſtrooke withall, 


That nothing ſcem'd mote beare ſo monſtrous might 
The one ypon his couer'd ſhield did £41l, 

And glauncing downe, would not his owner bite : 

But th'other did ypon his troncheon ſmnite; 

Which hewing quite aſunder, further way 

It made, and on his hacqueton did lite, 

The which diuiding with importune ſway, 


It ſeiz'd in his right fide, and there the dint did ſtay. 


39 
Wide was the wound,anda large lukewarme flood, 


Red as the Roſe, thence guſhed grieuouſly; 

That when the Paynim ſpide the ſtreaming blood, 
Gaue him greathart, and hope of vicorie. 

Oa th'other fide, in huge perplexitie, 

The Prince now ſtood, having his weapon broke; 
Nought could he hurt, bur ſtill at ward did ie: 
Yetwith histroncheon heſorudely ſtroke 


Who, 
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Whom when the Palmer Fs in ſuch diſtreſſe, 
Str Gsy0ns {word he lightly to him raughr, | 
And ſaid ; Faire ſonne, great God thy right hand blefle, 
Tovlie thatſword {o wiſely as it aught. 
Glad was the knight, and with freſh courage fraught, 
When as againe he armed felt his hond ; 
Then like a Lion, which hath long time ſaught 
His robbed whelpes, and at thelaft themfond 
Emongſtthe Shepheardſiwaines,thEwexeth wood & yond: 


41 
So fierce helaid about him, and dealtblowes 
Oa either fide, that neither maile could hold, 
Ne ſhield defend the thunder of his throwes : 
Now to Pyrrbochles many ſtrokes hetold ; 
Eftto Cymochles twice ſo many fold : 
Then backe againeturving his bufie hond, 
Themboth attonce compeld with courage bold, 
_ Toyicldwideway to hirdevabrillng brond; 
And though they both ſtood ſtiffe, yer could not both 
42 | (withſtond. 
As ſalvage Bull, whom two fierce maſtiues bayr, 
VVhenrancour doth with ragehim once engore, 
Forgets with warie ward them to await, 
But with his dreadfull hornes them driues afore, 
Orflings aloft, or treads downe1n the flore, 
Breathing out wrath, and bellowing diſdaine, 
That all the foreſt quakes to heare himrore : 
So rag'd Prince Arthur twixt his foemen twaine, 
That neither could his mighty puiflance fuſtaine. 


4 : 
But eucr at Pyrrhoehleswhen he {mit 
(Who Gayons ſhield caſt euer him before, 
Whereonthe Faery Queenes pourtraCt was writ) 
His han.. relented, and the ſtroke forbore, 
And his deare hart thepiCture gan adore : 
VVhich oftthe Paynim ſau'd from deadly ftowre. 
But him hence-forth the ſame can ſaue no more z 
For, now arriued is his fatall howre, 
That no'te avoyded be by earthly skill or powre. |, 
44 | | 
For, when Cymochles ſaw the foule reproche, 
Which them appeached; pricktwith guilty ſhame, 
Andinward griefe, he fiercely gan approchg, 
Reloly'd to put-away that loathly blame, 
Or die with honour and delert of fame ; 
And on the hauberk ſtrooke the Prince ſo ſore, 
That quite diſparted all the linked frame, 
And pearced to the skin, but bit no more, | 
Yet made him twice toreele, thatneuer moou'd afore. 
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Whercat renfierc't with wrath and ſharp regret, 
Hee ſtrooke ſo hugely with his borrow'd blade, 
Thatit empearc't the Pagans burganer, 
And cleauing the hard ſteele, did deepe inyade 
Into his head, and cruell paſlage made (ground, 
Quite through his braine. Hee tumbling downe on 
Breath'd out his ghoſt; which to th'infernall ſhade 
Faſtflying, there eternall tormentfound, 

For all thefinnes, where-with his lewd life did abound, 
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Which when his german ſaw, the ſtony feare._ . 
Ranto his hart, and all his ſenſe diſmayd, * | 
Ne thenceforth hfe ne courage did appeare; - 

But, as a'man whom helliſh fiends haue frayd, 

Long dara: ſtill he ſtood : atlaſt thus ſaid; 
Traytour what haſt thou doen? how euer may 
Thy curſed hand ſo cruelly haue ſwayd P 
Againſt that knight : Harrow and weal-away ! 

After fo wicked deed why liv'tthou lenger day? - 


VVith that all deſperate, as [aling light, 
And with revenge defiring ſoone to die, 
Aſſembling all his force and vtmoſt mighr, 
With his owne ſword he fierce at him did fly, 
And ſtrooke, and foynd, and laſht outragiouſly, 
Withouten reaſon or regard. Well knew 
The Prince, with patience andfufferance fly | 
So haſtic heat ſoone cooled to ſubdue: 


Tho,whenthis breathlefſe woxe, that battaile ganrenue. 


8 
As when a windietempeſt blweth hie, 
Thatnothing may withſtand his ſtormy ſtowre, 
The clowdes (as things afraid) before him fly; 
Burt all ſo ſoone as his outrageous powre 
Is layd, they fiercely then begin to ſhoure, 
And as in ſ{corne of his ſpent Karnry bloke 
Now all attoncetheir malice forth doe poure ; 
So did Prince Arthur beare himſelfe in fight, 
And ſuffred taſh Pyrrhochles waſte his idle might. 


Atlaſt, when as the Saratin yoreein'd, 

How that ſtrangeſword refus'd toſerue his need, 
But when heſtrooke moſt ſtrong, the dint deceiu'dy 
He flong it fromhim, and devoyd of dreed, 
Vpon him lightly leaping without heed, 
Twixt his two mighty armes engraipedfaſt, 
Thinking to overthrowe, and downe himtred : 
But himin ſtrength and skill the Prince ſurpaſt, 


And through his mumble leight did vader him downecaſt. 
0 


Nought booted it the Paynim then to ſtriue; 
For, as a Bittur in the Eagles claw, 
That may nothope by flightto ſcape aliue, 
Still waites for death with dread and trembling awe; 
So he, now ſubie& tothe Viors law, 
Did not once moue, nor ypward caſthis eye, 
For vile diſdaine and rancour, which did gnaw 
His hart in twaine with fad melancholy, 

As one that loathed life, and yet defpis'd to die. 

- oy 

But full of Princely bountic and great mind, 
The Conquerour —_ cared himto -a'6 
But caſting wrongs and all revenge behind, 


More glory thought to giuehfe, then decay, 

And ſaid; Paynim, this is thy difmall day ; 

Yet if thou wilt renounce thy miſcreance, 

And my true hegeman yield thy ſelfeforay, 

Life will I graunttheeforthy valiance, | 
And all thy wrongs will wipe out of my fouenaunce. 
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Foole, ſaid the Pagan, I thy gift defic : 
But vſe thy fortune, as it doth befall, 
And fay, thatI not overcome doe die, 
But in deſpight of life, for death doe call. 
Wroth was the Prince, and ſory yet withall 
That he ſo wilfully refuſed grace; 
Yet ſith his fate ſo cruelly did fall, 
His ſhining helmet he gan ſoone vnlace, 
And left his headlefſe body bleeding all the place. 


5 
By this, Sir Guyon from his AAAS awalcr, 
Life hauing maiſtered her ſenſelefle foe; 
And looking vp, when as his ſhield he lackt, 
And ſword ſaw not, he wexed wondrous woe : 
But when the Palmer, whom he long ygoe 
Had loſt, heby him fpide, right glad he grew, 
And ſaid, Deare fir, whom wandring to and fro 
Tlong have lackt, Tioy thy face to view ; 
Firme isthy faith, whom danger neuer fro me drew. 


But read what wicked hand hach robbed mee 
Of my good ſword and ſhield? The Palmer glad, 
With fo freſh hew vprifing him to lee, 
Him anſwere4; Faireſonne, beno whitſad 
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For want of weapons : they ſhall ſoone be had. 

So gan he to diſcourſe thewhole debate, 

Which that ſtrange knightfor him ſuſtained had, 
And thole two Sarazing confounded late, 


Whole carcafles on ground were, hornbly proftrate. 
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Which when he heard, and ſawthe tokens true, 
His hart with great afteEtion was embayd, 
And to the Prince with bowing reuerence due, 
As to the Patrone of his life, rfus ſaid; - -;, 
My Lord, my liege, by whoſe mot gracious ayd 
I live this day, and ſee my foes ſubdewd, 
What may ſuffice, to be for meede repayd 
Offo great uns as ye haue me ſhewd, 
But to be euer bound 
56 
Towhom the Infant thus ; Faire Sir, what need 
Good turnes be counted, as a ſeruile bond, 
To bind their dooers toreceiue their meed ? 
Are notall Knights by oath bound, to withſtond 
Oppreſſours powre by armes and puifſant hond? 
Suffice, thatT haue done my duein place. 
So, goodly purpoſe they together fond, 
Of kindnefle and of curteous aggrace; 
The whiles falſe Archimage and Atin fled apace. 
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Canto IX. 


The houſe of Temperance, in which 
aoth ſober Alma dwell, 

Beſieg'd of many foes, whom ſtranger 
knights to fight compell, 


I 
Ig F all Gods works,which do this world adorn, 
There is no one more faire and excellent, 
2 Then is mans body both for powre & form, 
Ho) Whiles itis kept in ſober gouernment ; 

—_ But none then it more foule and indecent, 
Diſtempred through miſrule and paſſions baſe: 

It growes a Monſter, and incontinent 

Doth loſe his dignitic and natiue grace. 
Bchold (who liſt) both one and other in this place. 

2 

After the Paynim brethren conquer'd were, 

The Briton Prince recov'ring his ſtolne word, 

And Guyon his loſt ſhield, they both yfere 

Forth paſſed on their way in faire accord, 
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Till him the Prince with gentle court did bord ; 
Sir Knight, mote I of you this curt'fie read, 
To weet why on your ſhield (fo goodly ſcord) 
Beare ye the pjCture of that Ladies head > 
Full lively is the ſemblaunt, thoughthe ſubſtance dead. 
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Faire Sir, ſaid he, if in that picture dead 
Suchlife ye read, and vertue in vaine ſhew, 
What mote ye weene, if the true lively-head 
Ofthat moſt glorious viſage ye did view? 
But if the beautie of her mind ye knew, 
That1s, her bountie, and imperiall powre, 
Thouſand times fairer then her mortall hew, 
O how great wonder would your thoughts deuoure, 

And infinite defire into your ſpirit poure! 

E 3. 
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98 THE SECOND BOOKE OF Can 1X: 


Sheeis the mighty Queene of Faerie, | 
Whoſe eu Mo my ſhield doebeare; 
She is the flowre of grace and chaſtitic, 
Ts _ world retiowmed farre and neare, 

efe, my liege, my Sohtraione, my deare 

Whoſe leryſhgek A Kiming Reed, 57 
And with her light the earth enjJumunes cleare; 
Farre reach her mercies, and her praiſesfarre, 

As well in ſtate of peace, as puiſſaunce in warre. 


= ; s 
Thrice happy man, ſaid then the Briton knight, 
Whom gracious lot, and thy great valiaunce 
Haue made aſouldier of that Princeſle brighc, 
Which with her bounty and glad countenaunce 


Doth bleflc her ſcruaunts, and them high aduaunce. 


How mayftrangeknighthopecuerto aſpire, 
By Faithfull feruice, and meer amenaunce 
'Vato ſuch blifle? ſufficient were thathire 

For loſle of thouſand lives, to die at her deſire. 

: 6 

Said Gwyon, Noble Lord, what meed fo great, 
Or grace of carthly Prince ſo ſoucraine, 
But pow wondrous worth and warlike feat 
Yewellinay hope, and eafily attaine ? 
But were your will, her ſold to entertaine, 


And numbredbe mongſt knights of Maydenbead, 


F_ *% 
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Great guerdon (wellI wote) oul4 you remaine, 


Andijnhe fauourhigh bereckoned, 
As Arthegell, and Sopl;y now beenc honoured. 


Certes, then ſaid the Prince, I God ayow, 
Thar fince Iarmes and knighrhood firſt did plight, 
\My whole defire hath beene, and yet is now, 


To erue that Queene with all my powre and might. 


Now hath the Sunne with his lamp-burning light, 
Walktround about the world, and I no lefle, 
Since of that Goddefſſe I haue ſoughtt' + fight, 
Yetno where can her find : ſuch happincuie 
Heauen doth to me envy, and fortune tauourleſle, 
8 
Fortune (the foc of famous cheuiſaunce) 
Sildome (faid Gwyon) yields to vertue ayde, 
Butin her way throwes miſchiefe and miſchaunce, 
Whereby her courſeis ſtopr, and paſſage ſtaid. 
But you,faite Sir,be not here-with diſmaid, 
But conſtant keepe the way in which ye ſtand ; 
Which were itnot, that I am elſe delaid 
With hard adyenture, which I haue in hand, 
Tlabour would to guide you through all Faerie land. 


9 

Gramercie Sir, {aid he; but mote I wote, 
What ſtrange adventure doe ye nowe purſue ? 
Perhaps my ſuccour, or advizement meet, 

Mote ſtead you much your purpoſeto ſubdue. 

Then gan Sir Guyon all the ſtory ſhew 

Offalle Acraſta, and her wicked wiles, 

Which to avenge, the Palmer him forth drew 

From Faerie court. So talked they, the whiles 
They waſted had much way, and mcaſurd many nules. 


I0 

And now faire Phebyus gan decline in haſte 

His wearie wagon to the Weſterne yale, 

When-as they {pide a goodly Caſtle,plac't 

Foreby ariuerin a pleaſant dale; * 

Which chooſing for that euenings hoſpitale,  - 

They thither marcht : but when they camein ſighe, | 

And from their ſweaty courlers did ayale, 

They found the gates faſt barred long ere night, . : 
And cuery loup faſt lockt, as fearing foes deſpight. 


IT 

Which when they ſaw, they weened foule reproche 

as = _ doen, their — to forſtall, 
11! that the Squire gan nigherto approche ; 

And wind his rn Arm caftle wall 
That with the noiſe it ſhooke, as it would fall : 
Eftſoones foorth looked from the higheſt ſpire 
The watch, and loud vnto the knights did call, 
To weet what they ſorudely did require. 

Who gently anſwered, They entrauncedid defire. 


I2 
Fly fly, good knights, ſaid he, fly faſt away 
If that your lives ye loue, as meet yeſhould ; 
Fly faſt, and ſauc your ſclues from neere decay, 
Here may ye net haue entrance, though we would: 
We would and would againe, if that we could ; 
But thouſand enemies about vs raue, 
And with long fiege vs 1nthis caſtle hould: 


Seauen yeares this wize they vs beſieged haue, 


And many good knights laine, thathaue vs ſought tofauc. 


. 

Thus as he ſpake, loc, with Caagions cry 

A thouſand villaines round about them ſwarm'd 

Out of the rocks and caues adioyning nie, 

Vile caitiue wretches, ragged, rude, deform's, 

All threatning death, allia ſtrange manner arm'd, 

Some with vaweldy clubs, ſome with long ſpeares, 

Some ruſtie knives, ſome ſtaues 1n fierwarm'd. 
' Sterne was their looke, like wild amazed Steares, 
Staring with hollow eyes, and ſtiffe ypſtanding heares. 


I4 
Fiercely at firſt thoſe knights they did aſlaile, 
And drouethemto recoile: but when againe 
They gaue freſh charge, their forces gan tofaile, 
Vnable theirencounter to ſuſtaine; 
For, with ſuch puiſſaunce and umpetuous maine 
Thoſe Champions broke on them, thatforc'tthem fly, 
Like Ga Sheepe, when as the Shepheards ſwaine 
A Lyon anda Tigredoth eſpy, 


| With greedy paſeforth ruſhung trom the foreſt nie. 


5 
Awhile they fled, but ſoone returnd againe 
VVith greater fury then before was found ; 
And cuermore their cruell Capitaine | 
Sought with his raſcall routs t'encloſe themround, 
And (ouer-runne) to tread them to the ground. 

- But ſoone the Knights with their bright-burning blades - 
Broke their rude troupes, and orders did confound, 
Hewing and flaſhing at their idleſhades ; (fades. 

For, though they bodies ſecme, yer ſubſtance from gm 
F 


Cant. 1.X. THE FAERIE QVEENE. 


LT— 


16. 
As when a ſwarme of Gnats at eucntide 
Out of the fennes of Allan doe ariſe, 
Their murmuring {mall trumpets ſounden wide, 
Whiles 1n theayre their cluſtring armie flies, 
That as acloud doth ſeeme to dim the skies; 
Ne man nor beaſt may reſt, ortake repaſt, 
For their ſharpe wounds, and noyous inturies, 
Till the fierce Northerne wind with bluſtring blaft 
Doth blowe them quite away, and in the Ocean caft. 


17 
Thus when they had thiattroublous rout diſperſt, 
Vato the Caltle gate they come againe, 
And entraunce cray'd, which was denied erlt. 
Now, when report of that their perilous paine, 
And combrous.confli which they did {uſtaine, 
Came to the.Ladies care which there did dwell, 
She forth iſſued with a goodly trure 
Of Squires and Ladies equipaged well, 
And entertainedthem right fairely, as befell. 
$ 
Alma ſhe called was, a virgin bright; 
That had not yet felt Cupids wanton rage, 
Yet was ſhe woo'd of many a gentle Knight, 
And many aLord of noble parcntoge, 
That ſought with her to lioke in marriage : 
For, ſhe was faire, as faire mote euer bee, 
And in the lowre now of her freſheſtage; 
Yertfull of grace and goodly modeſtec, 
That euen heauen reioyced her ſweet face to ſee. 
t 
In robe of lilly white ſhe —_; 
That from her ſhoulder to her heele downe raught, | 
The traine whereof looſe far behind her ſtrayd, 
Branched with gold and pearle, moſt richly wrought, 
And borne oftivo fure Damſels, which were taught 
That ſeruice well. Her yellow golden haire 
Was trimly wouen, andan treſles wrought, 
Ne other tyreſhe on her head did weare, 
But crowned with a garland of ſweet Rofiere. 
20 
Goodly ſhe entertaind thoſe noble knights, 
And brought themvp into her caſtle hall; 
Where, gentle court and gracious delight 
She to them made, with mildnefle virginall, 
Shewing herſelfe both wiſe and liberal: 
There when they reſted had a ſeaſon dew, 
They her beſought of fauour ſpeciall, 
' Of that faire Caſtle to affoord them view ; | 
She graunted, and them leading forth, the ſame did ſhew. 


21 
Furft, ſhe them led vp to the Caſtle wall, 
That was ſo high, as foe might notitclime, 
Andallſo faire; and fenfible withall, 
Not built of brick, ne yet of ſtone and lime, 
Bur of thing liketo that Fgyptin lime, | 
Whereof king Nine whilome built Babel rowre; 
But © great _—_ nolenger time 
So goodly workmanſhip ſhould not endure : 
Soone1t muſt turneto alt no catthlything is ſure. 


| 22 

The frame thereof ſeem'd partly circulare, 
And part triangulare : © worke divine ! 
Thoſe two the firſt and laſt proportions are, 
The one imperfect, mortall, foxminine; 
Th'other immorrall, perfe&t, maſculine; 
And twixt them both a quadrate was the baſe, 
Proportioned equally by ſeuen and nine; 
Nine was the circle ſet in heauens place, 

All which compaSted, made a goodly Dyapaſe. 


: 2 

Thercin two gates were Pres leemely well: 
The one before, by which all in did paſſe, 
Did th'other far in workmanſhip cxcell ; 
For, not of wood, nor of enduring brafle, 
But of more worthy ſubſtance fram'd it was ; 
Doubly diſparted, it did lock and cloſe, 
That when it locked, none might thorough palle, _ 

And whenit opened, no man might it clole, 

Still open to their friends, and cloſed to their foes. 


| 24 

Of hewen ſtone the porch was fairely wrought, 
Stone more of valew, and more ſmooth and fine, 
Then Ietor Marblefarre from Ireland brought; 
Over the which was caſt a wandring Vine, 
Enchaced with a wanton Iuie twine. 
And ovcrit a faire Portcullis hung, 
Whichto the gate direQy did incline, 

. Withcomely compaſle, and compatture ſtrong, 
Neither vnſeemely ſhort, nor yer exceeding long, 
2 

Within the Barbican a Pear ſate, 
Day and nightdulie keeping watch and ward, 
Nor wight, nor word mote pafle out of the gate, 
But in good order, and with due regard; 
Vrrterers of ſecrets he from thence debard, 
Babblers of folly, and blazers of crime. IE 
His lJarum-bell might loud and wide be heard 
When cauſe requir d, but neuer out of time; 

Earely and late itrong, at eueniny and at prime. 


2 
Andround aboutrhe porch on cuery fide | 
Twice fixteene warders fare, all armed bright 
In gliſtring ſteele, and ſtrongly fortifide : 
Tall yeomen ſeemed they, and of great might, 
And wereenranged ready ſtill for fight. 
By them as .Almapaſled with her gueſts, 
They did obeyſaunce, as beſeemed right, 
And then againereturned to their reſts : Fly 
The Porter cke to her did Jout with humble geſts. 


27 | 
Thence ſhe them broughtinto a ſtately Hall, 
Whercin were many tables faire diflpred, 
And ready dight with drapers feaſtiual], 
Aganſttheviands ſhould beminiftred. 
At th'vpper end there ſate, yclad in red 
Downe to the ground, acomely perſonage, 
Thatin his hand a whiterod — 
 HeSteward was, hight Diet; ripe o 3p 
And indemeanure ſober, and in counſell ſage, 
I 3. 
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And through the Hall there walked to and fro 
Aiolly ycoman, Marſhall of the ſame, 
Whoſe name was Appetite; he did beſtowe 
Both gueſts and meat, when euer in they came, 
And knew them how to order without blame, 
As him the Stewardbade. They both attone 
Did dutic to'their Lady, as became; 
Who paſting by, forth led her gueſtes anone 
[nto the kitchin roome, ne ſpar'd tor niceneſle none. 


2 
It was a vaut ybuilt for great Wwmce, 
With many raunges reard along the wall; 
And one greatchimney, whoſe long tonnel] thence, 
The ſmoke forth threw. And in the midſt of all 
Thereplaced was a caudron wide and all, 
Vpon a mighty furnace, burning hot, 
More hot, then Aetn' or flaming Mongiball - 
For, day and night it brenr, ne ceaſſed not, 
So long as any thing it1nthe caudron got. 


o 

But to delay the hear, leaſt by miſchaunce 

It might breake our, and fer the whole on fire, 

There added was by goodly ordinaunce, 

An age ghee paire of bellowes, which did ſtire 

Continually, and cooling breath inſpire. 

About the caudron many Cookes accoyld, 

With hookes and1adles, as necd did require; 

The whiles the viands in the veſſell boyid 
They didabourtheir buſineſle fwear, and forely toyld. 


I 
The maiſter Cooke was cal4Concoftion, 
 Acarefull man, andfull of comely guiſe : 
The kitchin Clerke, that hight Dige5tion, 
Did order all the cates in ſcemely wiſe, 
And ſet themforth, as well he could deviſe. 
The reſt had ſeuerall offices aſſign'd : 
Some to remoue the ſcum as it did riſe; 
Others to beare the ſame away did mind; 
And others it to vſe according to his kind. 
2 
But all the liquour, which | ag foule and waſte, 
Not good nor ſeruiceable elſefor ought, 
They in another greatround veſſel! plac't, 
Till a conduit pipe it thence were _ 
And il thereſt, thatnoyous was and nought, 
By ſecret wayes that none mightit eſpy, 
Was cloſe convaid, andto the back-gate brought, 
Thar cleped was Port Eſquiline, whereby | 
It was nates br quite, andthrowne out priwily. 


hich goodly order, and _ workmans skill _ 

' Whenas thoſe Knights beheld, with rare delight 
Andgazing wonder they rheir minds did fill ; 
For, neuer had they ſeeneſo ſtrange a fight. 
Thence backe againefaire Almaled them right, 
And ſoone into a goodly Parlour brought, 
Thatwas with royall Arras richly dight, 
Inwhich was ahed, nor wrought, 


pourtr 
ot wrought, nor pourtrahed, bug cafic to bethought. 
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And in the midſtthereof Yoon the floure, 
A loucly beuy of faire Ladies fate, 
Courted of many a iolly Paramoure, 
The which them did in modeſt wiſe amate, 
And eachione ſoughthis Lady to aggrate: 
And cke emongſt themlittle Cupid plaid 
His wanton ſports, beeing ahex a late 
From his fierce warres, and hauing from himlayd 
His cruell bowe, where-with he thouſands hath dilmayd. 


Diuerſe delights they four] AFOUE to pleaſe; 
Some ſung in ſweet conſort, ſome laught for ioy, 
Some plaid with ſtrawes, ſome idleſate ateale; 
Butother ſome could not abideto toy, 
All plealance was to them griefe and annoy : 
This fround, that faund, the third for ſhame didbluſh, 
Anotherſeemed envious, or coy, 
Another in herteeth did'gnawaruſh : 
But at theſe ſtrangers preſence euery one did huſh. 
6 


Sooneas the gracious PE, camein place, 
They all attonce out of their ſeates aroſe, 
Andto her homage made, with humble grace: 
Whom, whenthe Knights beheld, they gan diſpoſe 
Themſclues to court, and each a Damicil choſe : 
The Prince (by chance) did on a Lady light, 
That was rightfaire and freſh as morningroſe, 
But ſome-what ſad, andſolemneeke in fight, 


As if ſoine penfiue thought conſtraind her gentle ſpright.. 


EE OE 
 Inalong purplepall, whole skirtwith gold - 


Was fretted all about, ſhe was arrayd 

Andin her hand a Poplar branch did hold : 

To who the Prince in curteous manner ſaid; 

Gentle'Madame, why been yethus diſmaid, 

And your faire beanie doe with ſadneſle ſpill? 

Lives any, that you hath thus ill apaid? 

Or doen you loue, or doen you lacke your will? 
What-cuer be the cauſe, it ſure beleemes youill. 
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Faire Sir, ſaid ſhe (halfein Acdainefull wiſe) 

How is it thatthis word in meye blame, 

And in yourſelfe doe notthe ſame adviſe # 

Him ill beſeemes, anothers faultto name, 

That may vnwares be blotted with the ſame : 

Penfiue I yield I am, and ſadin mind, 

Through great defire of glory and of fame ; 

Ne ought (I weene) are ye therein behind, . (find. 
That haue twelue months ſought one;yer no wherecanher 


| 39 | 
The Prince was inly moued atherſpeach, : 
Well wecting true, what ſhe had raſhly told; - 
Yer with faire ſemblaunt ſought to hidethe breach, 
Which change of colour did perforce vnfold, 
Now ſeeming flaming hot, now ſtony cold. 
Tho;turning ſoft afide, he didinquite, © 
What wight ſhe was, that Poplarbranch did hold: 
| TItanfiwered was, her name was Praiſe-deſere, 
That by well dooing ſoughyto honour po aſpire, = 
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The whiles, the Faerie knight did entertaine 
' Another Damſcllofthatgentle crew, _ 
That wasrightfaire, and modeſt of demaine, 
But that too oft ſhe chang'd her native hew : 
Strange was her tire, and all her garmentblew, 
Cloſeround about her tuckt with many a plight : 
Vpon her fiſt, thebird which ſhunnethview, 
And keepcs in couerts cloſe from —_ 
Did fit, as yet aſhamed, how rude Par did her dight. 
| 143 
Solong as Guyon with her communed, 
| Vntotheground ſhe caſt her modeſt eye, 
, Andenerandanone with roſic red 
The baſhfull bloud her ſnowy checkes did dic, 
That her became, as poliſhtIvory, 
Which cunning Craftc{mans hand hath overlaid 
With faire Vermilion or pure laſtery. 
Great wonder had the knight to ſcethe maid 
Soitrangely paſſioned, and to her gently ſaid; 


NOIOE | [oe 
Faire Damſcell, ſeemeth b mk troubled chearc, 
That cither me too bold yee weene, ths wile 

You to moleſt, or other 11] to feare 
* Thatinthe ſecret of your harrfloſelyes, 
From whence it doth, as cloud from ſea ariſe. 
If itbe I, of pardon I youpray; 
Butif ought elle that I mote notdeviſe, 
I will (if pleaſe youit diſcure) allay 
To caſe you ofthatill, ſo wiſely as I may. 


. 4 % 43 | " fo 7 5 I 
She anſwered nought; but moore abafht for ſhame, 
Held downe her head, the whiles her louely face 
Theflaſhing bloud with bluſhing did inflame, 


And the ſtrong paſsion mard her modeſt grace, t. 


That G«yon meruaild at hervncouth cale : 
Till Alma him beſpake, Why wonderyee 
Faire Sir at that, which yeſo much embrace? 
She is the fountaine of your modeſtee 
You ſhamefac'r ate, but Shanieſaſtneſſe ittelfe is ſhee. 


. Me | 44 
Thercatthe Elfe did bluſh in priuitee, _ 
"  Andturnd his face away; bitſhe the ſame 
Diſſembled faire, and faind to onterſee. 


Thus they awhile with courtand goodly game; - - 


Themlſeclues did ſolace cach one with his Dame, 
Till thatgrearLadic thence away them ſought, 

To view her Caſtles other wondrous frame. 

{  Vpto ſtately Turrer ſhe them brought, 
Aſcending by ten ſteps of Alablaſter wrought. 


Ls 


" > Wh 
That Turrets frame moſtadmirablewas, 
Like higheſt heauen compaſſed around, 
And lifted high aboue this earthly maſs, 
Which it ſurview'd, as hils doen Sons orind z 
Butnot on ground mote hke to this befound, 


Not that which antique Cadmws whilome built 

In Thebes, which Alexanderdid confound . 

Nor that proud towre of Troy, though richly gilt, 
Fro which young HetFors bloud by cruell Greeks was ſpilr. 


6 
The roofc hereof was RK. ouer head, | 
And deckt with flowers and herbars daintily ; 
Two goodly Beacons, {et in watches ſtead, 
Therein gaue light, and lam'd continually : 
For, they of liuing fire moſt ſubnilly 
Were made, and ſetin ſilver ſockets bright, 
Coucr'd withlids deviz'd of ſubſtancefly, 
That readily they ſhut and open might. - - 
O,who canrtell the prayſes of that makers might ! 


_” 47 
Necan I tell, ne can I ſtay to tell 


1OR 


This parts great workmanſhip, and wondrous powte, 


That all this other worlds worke doth excell, 

And likeſt is vnto that heauenly towre, + 

That God hath built for his owne bleſſed bowre. 

Therein were diucrſe roomes, and diucrſe ſtages, 

But three the chiefeſt, and of greateſt powre, 

In which there dwelt three honourable ſages, 
The wiſeſt men (I weene) that liued 1ntheir ages. 

8 


; 4 h 
Not he, whom Greece (the Nurſe of all good Arts) 
By Phebusdoome, the wiſeſt thought alive, 
Might be compar'd to theſe by many parts : 
Nor that ſage Pylianſire; which did ſuruine 
Three ages, ſuch as mortall cacn contriue, 
By whole adviſe old Priams cittiefell, © . 


With theſe in praiſe of policies moteſtriue. © 2if 
Theſe three in theſe three roomes did ſundry dwell, 


And counſelledfaire Alma, how to gouerne well” - 7 
4% _ . | "IR 
The firſt ofthem could thinggpo comefore-fees #*  - 


The next, could of things preſent beſt adviſe; 


The third, things paſt could keepe in temortes © 


 Sothatnotime, norreaſon could ariſe, - we 


But that the fame could one of theſe comprize, uh. 


For thy, the firſt didin the fore-part fit, 


That nought mote hinder his quicke preiudize b- 


He had atharpe fore-ſight, and working wit, 
Tharneuer idle was, ne once could reſt a whit, 


50* | 
His chamber was diſpainted all within, © © © 
With ſundry colours, inthe which were wtit' | 


Infinite ſhapes of things dillperſed thin ;/*-* SL] 


$-- 


' Some ſuch as in the world wereticuer yit, -- > 
Ne can deuiſed be of mortall wit; 


b_: 


Somedaily ſeene, and knowen by their names, 


Such as 1n idle fantaſies doefllit: 
. Infernall Hags, Centaures, feends, Hippodames, 
Apcs, Lyons, Eagles, Owles, fooles, louers, children, 


| -FI 

Andall the chamber filled was with flyes, _ 
Which buzzed all abour, and made ſuch ſound, 
Thatthey encombred all mens eares andeyes, 
Like many ſwarmes of Bees aflembled round, 
After their hiues with honny doe abound : 
All thoſe were idle thoughts andfantaſics, 
Deuices, dreames, opinions vaſound, . 

| Shewes, viſions, ſooth-ſayes, and prophecies 
And all that faincd is, as leafings, pales, and lies. 
I 4+ 
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F2 
Emongſt them all fate he which wonned there, 
That hight PhantaStes by his nature trew ; 
A man of yeares yetfreſh, as mote appere, 
Ofſwarth complexion, and of crabbed hew, 
That him full of melancholy did ſhew ; 
Bent hollow beetle browes y tom ſtaring eyes, 
That mad orfooliſh ſeem'd : one by his view 
Mote deeme him borne with ill diſpoſed skyes, 
When oblique Satwrne {ate in th'houſe of agonies. . 


5 
Whom Alma hauing ſhewed to her gueſtes, 
Thence brought them to the ſecond roome,whoſe wals 
Were painted faire with memorable geſtes » 
Offamous Wiſards, and with piCturals 
Of Magiſtrates, of courts, of tribunals, 
Of common wealthes, of ſtates, of policic, 
Of lawes, of judgements, and of decretals; 
All Artes, all Science,all Philoſophy, 
And all thatin the world was ayethought wittily. 


54: 
Of thoſe thatroome was full: and them among 
Thereſatea man of ripe and perfeCt age, 
Who did them meditate all his life long, 
That through continuall praRtiſe and viage, 
He now was growneright wiſe, and wondrous ſage. 
Great pleaſure had thole ſtranger Knights, to ſee 
His goodly reaſon, and grauc perlonage, 
That his diſciples both deſir'd to bee; 


But Alma thencethem led to th/hindmoſt roome of three. 


5 
That chamber ſeemed EE tl and old, -:-- ' 
And therefore was remoued farre behind, 
Yetwerethe wals, that did theſame vphold, 
row fr firme and ſtrong,though ſomwhar they declin'd ; 
Andthercinſate an old old man, halfe blind, 
Andall decrepit in his feeble corſe, 
Yet liucly,vigour reſted in his mind, 
And recompenc't him with a better ſcorce : 


4 


Weake body wdllis chang'd for minds redoubled force. 
6 


This man of infinite remembrance was, : 
And things foregone through many ages held, 
Which he recorded fill as they did 4v,. 
Neſuffred them to periſh through long eld, 


—_ 


7 

The yeares of Neſtor nothing wereto his, 

Ne yet Mathuſalem;though longeſt lyu'd;: + 

For, he remembred both their infancies: 

Ne wonder then, if that hewere depriu'd. ._ 

Of natiue ſtrength now, thathe them ſurviu'd. 

His chamber all was hangd aboutwithrolles, 

And old records from auncient times deriu'd, 

Some madein bookes, ſomein long parchment ſcrols, 
That were all worme-caten, and full of canker holes. 


Amidſtthem all he in a _ was ſet, 
Tofling and turning them withouten cad; 
But forke was abs them to fer, 
A little boy did on him ftillattend 
To reach, when euer he for ought did ſend; 
And oft when things wereloſt, orlaid amiſs, 
That boy them ſought, and vato him did lead. 
Therefore he Anamneftes cleped is, 

And thatold man Eumneſtes, by their propertis. 


| Rea, 

The Knights,there entring, did himreuerence dew, 

And wondred at his endlefle exerciſe. 

Thenas they gan his Librarieto view, 

And antique Regiſters for to aviſc, 

There chaunced to the Princes hand to riſc 

An auncient booke, hight Briton moniments, 

That of this lands firſt conqueſt did deuiſe, 

And old diuifion into Regiments, 
Till itreduced was to one mans gouernments. | 

60 bw 

Sir Guyon chaunc't eke on another booke, 

That hight .Antiquitie of Faerie lond. 

In which when as he greedily did looke; 

Th'oft-ſpring of Elves and Faries there he fond, 

As1t deliner'd was from hond to hond : 

Whereatthey burning both with feruent fire 

Their countries aunceſtry to vnderſtond, 

Cray'd leaue of Alma, and that aged fire, 
Toreadthoſe bookes ; who gladly graunted their defire. 
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THE FAERIE QVEENE. 


A chronicle of Briton Kings 


from Brute to Pthers raigne: 
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I 
Ho now ſhall give vnto me words and ſound, 
& Equall voto this haughtie enterpriſe 2 
C Or who ſhall lend mewi gs, with which from 
botgpes My lowely verſe may loftily ariſe, (ground 
And lift it ſelfe vnto the higheſt skies ? 
More ample ſpirit then hitherto was wount, 
Heere needes me; whiles the famous aunceſtries 
Of moſt dreaded Soueraigne I recount, 
By which all carthly Princes ſhe doth farreſurmouant. 
2 
Ne vnder Sunne, that ſhines ſo wide and faire, 
Whence all thatliues, does borrow life and light, 
' Liues ought, that to hex Jinage may compaire, 
Which though from earth _ deriuedright, 
Yet doth it ſ{e]fe ſtretch forth to heaucns hight, 
Andall the world with wonder ovetſpred ; 
Alabour huge, exceeding farre my might : 
How ſhall fraile pen, with feare diſparaged, 
Conceiue ſuch ſoucraigne glory, and great bountihed ? 


Argument worthy of 24 hs Ha quill, 
Or rather worthy of great Phebys rote, 
VVhereon the ruines of great Ofſa hill, 
And truumphes of Phlegrean Ione he wrote, 
Thar all the Gods admir'd his loftic note, 
But if ſomercliſh of that heauenly lay 
His learned daughters would to me report, 
To decke my ſong withall, I would aflay, 
Thy name, © ſoueraine Queenez to blazon farre away. 


+ 
Thy name, 6 ſouecraine Queene, thy realimeand race, 
From this renowmed Prince deriued arre, 
Who mightily vpheld thatroyall mace, 
Which now x gh bear'ſt, to thee deſcended farre 
From mighty Kings, and yp ca in warre, 


Thy Fathers and great Grand-fathers of old, 
Whoſe noble deeds aboue the Northerneſtarre 


Immortall fame for euer hath enrold; 
Asinthayold mans booke they were in order told. 
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Theland,which warlike * now poſleſle, 
And thereia haue their mightic Empire rayſ{d, 
In antique times was ſalvage wilderneſle, 
Vnpeopled, vnmanur'd, vnprov'd,vnprayſd; 
Ne was it Iſland then, ne was it payſd 
Amid the Ocean waues, ne was itſought 
Of Marchants farre, for profits therein prayſd, 
But was all deſolate, wad of ſome thought 
By ſea to hauc been from the Celticke main-land broughg? 
6 : 


Ne didit then deſerue a name to haue, 
Till that the venturous Mariner thatwa 
Learning his ſhip from thoſe whiterocks to ſaue, 
VVhich all along the Southerne ſca-coaſt lay, 
Threatning vnheedie wreck andraſh decay, 
For ſafeties ſake that ſame his ſea-marke made, 
And nam'dit 41b;on. Butlaterday 
Finding in it fit ports for fiſhers trade, 

Gan more the ſamefrequent, and further to invade. 


7 

But farre in land aſalyagenation dwelt, 

Of hideous Giants, and halfe beaſtly men, 

That neuer taſted grace, nor goodneſle felt, 

Butlike wild beaſts lurking in loathſome den, 

And oy faſt as Roebuck through the fen, 

All naked withoutſhame, of care of cold, 

By —_— by ſpoylin 2 liuedthen; 

Of ſtature huge, and cke of courage bold, | 
Thatſonnes of men amaz'd their ſternnefle to behold; 


8 

But whence they ſprong, or how they were b 

Vneath is bp of ; nb ro war fs Ws 

That monſtrous error which doth ſome aflor, 

That Diocleſeans fiftie daughters ſheene 

Into this land by chaunce haue driuen beene, 

Where, companing with fiends and filthy Sprights, 

Through vaine illuſion of theirluſtvacleene, 

They __ forth Giants and ſuch dreadfull wights, 
As farte exceeded menin their immeaſur'd mights, 

They 


__ 
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Cant. X: 


They held this Land, and L425 their filthineſle 
Polluted this ſame gentle ſoyle long time : 
That their owne mother loath'd their beaſtlineſle, 
And ganabhorre her broodsynkindly crime, 
All were they borne of her owne natiue ſlime; 
Vatill that Brutus anciently deriu'd 
From royall ſtock of old Aſſaracs line, 
Driuen by fatall errour, heere arriu'd, 

And them of their yniuſtpoſleſſion depriu'd. 


10 
But ere he had eſtabliſhed his throne, 
And pred his Empire to the vtmoſt ſhore, 
He fought great battailes with his ſaluage fone 3 
In which he them defeated eucrmore, 
And my Giants left on groning flore 
That well can witneſle yetvnto this day 
Theweſterne Hogh,beſprinkled with the gore 
Of mnughty Goemor, whomin ſtoutfray 
Corineus conquered, and cruelly did lay. 


II 
And eke that ample Pit, yet farre renownd, 
For the large leape, which Debon did compell 
Coulinto make, ccing eight lugs of ground ; 
Into the which returning back, Pe fell : 
But thoſe three monſtrous ſtones doe moſt exce!!, 
Which thathuge ſonne of hideous Albion, 
Whoſe father, Hercules in Fraunce did quell, 
Great Godmer threw, in fierce contention, 
At bold Canutus; but of him was flaine anon. 


I2 
In meed of theſe great conqueſts by them got, 
Coriness had the Prouince vtmoſt welt, 
Tohim aſſigned for his worthy lot, 
Which of lus name and memorable geſt 
He called Cornewaile, yet fo called beſt : 
And Debons ſhaire was, that is Deuonſhire : 
But Canute had his portion from the reſt, 
The which he cald Canutium, for his hire; 
Now Cantium, which Kent we commonly inquire. 


I 
Thus Brate this Realme Wie. his rule ſubdewd, 
And raigned long in greatfelicitie, 
Lov'd of his friends, and of his foes eſchewd, 
Heleftthrec ſonnes (his famous progeny) 
Borne of faire Inogene of Italy; 
Mongſtwhom he parted his imperiall ſtate, 
And Locrime left chiefe Lord of Britany. 
Atlaſt, ripe age bad him ſurrender late 
His life,and long good fortune, vnto finall fate. 


I4 
Tocrine was leftthe ſoucraigne Lord of all ; 
But Albanatt had all the Northrene part, 
Which of himſelfe Albania he did call ; 
And Camber did poſleſle the Weſterne quart, 
Which Segerne nowfrom Logrs doth depart: 
And each his portion peaceably enjoyd, 
Ne was there outward breach, nor grudge in hart, 
That once their quiet gouernment annoyd, 
But each his paines to others profit ſtill employd. 


r5 
Vnrill a Nation ſtrange, with viſage fiwart, 
'  Andcouragehierce, thar all men did affray, > 
Which through the world then fiyvarmdin cuery part, 
And overflow'd all countries farre away, 
Like Noyes great floud, with their importune ſway, 
This Land invaded with like violence, 
And did themſelues through all the North diſplay: 
VnHll that Locrine for his Realmes defence, 
Did hcad againſt them make, and ſtrong munificence. 
16 


Hee them encountred (a confuſed rout) 
Foreby the Riuer, that whilome was hight 
The auncient Abys, where with courage ſtout 
He them defeated in vi&torious fight, 
And chac'tſo fiercely after fearefull flight, 
That forc't their Chieferaine, for hisſateries ſake - 
(Their Chiefetaine Humber named was aright) .. .. 
Vnto the mightie ſtreamehimto berake, 


Where he an end of battell, and of life did qake. 


I7 
The King returned proud of victonie, 
And inſolent wox through vawonted calc, 
_ That ſhortly he forgot the ieopardie, 
Which in has land he lately did appeaſe, 
And fell to yaine yoluptuous diſeaſe : 
Helov'd faire Ladie Eftrild, lewdly1ov'd, 
Whoſe wanton pleaſures him too much did pleaſe, 
Thar quite his hart from Guendoleperemov'd, 
From Guendolene his wife, though alwaies faithful prov'd. 
18 D 
The noble daughter of Corineus, © , 
Would not endure to be ſo vile diſdaind; 
But gathering force, and courage valorous, 
Encountred him in battaile well ordaind, 
In which him vanquiſht ſhe to fly conſtraind : 
But ſheſo faſt purſewd, that him ſhe tooke, 
And threw in bands, where he till death remaind; 
Als his faire Leman, flying through a brooke, 
She overhent, nought moued with her pittious looke. 


I 

But both her ſelfe, and eke kr daughter deare, 

Begotten by her kingly P:ramoure, 

The faire Sabrinaalmoſt dead with feare, 

She there attached, farre from all ſuccoure; 

The one ſhe ſlew in that impaticnt ſtoure: 

But the fad virgin innocent of all, 

Adownethe elling river ſhe did poure, 

Which of her name now Seyerne men do call : 
Such was the end thatto diſloyall loue did fall. 

' "20 

Then for her ſonne,which ſhe to Tocrine bore 

(Madan was young, vnmeet therule of fway) 

In her owne hand the crowne ſhe keprtin ſtore, 

Till riper yeeres heraught, and ſtronger ſtay : 

During which time, herpowre ſhe di _— 

Through all this Realme (the glory of her ſex) 

And firſt taught men a woman to obay : 

But when her ſonne to mans eſtate did wer, 
She it ſurregdred, ne herſelfe would lenger vex, _ 
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21 
Tho Madanraign'd, ynworthy of hisrace : 
For, with all ſhame that ſacred throne he fild : 
Next, Mempriſe, as vnaworthy of thatplace, 
In which beeing conſorted with Mamnild, 
For thirſt of fingle kingdome him he kild; 
But Ebranckſalued both their infamies 
With noble deedes, and warreyd on Brunchild 
In Henault, where yet of his viftories 
Braue moniments remaine, which yet thatland envies. 


22 
An happy man in his firſt dayes he was, 
And happy father of faireprogeny : 
For, all ſo many weekes as the yeerc has, 
So many childrenhe did multiply ; 
Of which were rwentie ſonnes, which did apply 
Their minds to praiſe, and chevalrous defire : 
Thoſe germans did ſubdew all Germany, 
Of whom it hight; but 1n the end their Sire, 
With foule repulſe, from Fraunce was forced to retire. 
2 
Which blot, his ſonne ficeveding in his ſear, 
The ſecond Brute (the ſecond both in name 
Andekein ſemblance of his puifſance great) 
Right well recur'd, and did away that blame 
With recompence of cuerlaſting fame. 
Hee with his viCtour ſword firit opened 
The bowels of wide Fraunce, aforlorne Dame, 
And taught her firſt how to be conquered ; 


-_ 


Since which, with ſundry ſpoiles ſhe hath becn ranſacked. 


24 
Let Scaldisrell, and let tell Hania, 
And let the marſh of Eftham bruges tell, 
What colour were their waters that fame day, 
And all the moore twixt Elverſham and Dell, 
With bloud of Henalox, which therein fell. 
How oft tharday did fad Brunchildis lee 
Thegreeneſhield dydein dolorous vermill ? 
That not Scwith guiridh it mote ſeemeto bee; 
But rather y Seuith gogh, figne of {ad crucltee. 


2 

His ſonne king Leill, by fide, labourlong, 
Emioydan Perinat of laſting peace, 
And built Cairleill, and built Cairleon ſtrong. 
Next, Huddibras his realme did not encreaſe, 
But taught the land from wearie warres to ceaſe. 
Whoſe footſteps Bladud following, in arts 
Exceld at Athens all the learned preace, 


From whence he brought them to theſe ſalvage parts, 


And with {weet ſcience mollifide their ſtubborne harts. 
26 
Enſample ofhis wondrousfaculty, 
Behold the boyling Bathes at Cairbadon, 
Which ſeeth with ſecret fire eterially, 
And in their entrailes, full of quick Brimſton, 
Nouriſh the flames, which they are warm'd vpon, 
Thar to her people wealth they forth doe well, 
And health to euery forraine nation : 
Yetheatlaſt, contending to excell 


The reach of men, through flight into fond miſchiefe fell, © Till wearie of that wretched hife, her (elfeſhe hong. 


27 
Next him, king Leyr in ha eace long raiond, 
But had no Lo Kos wdbs Srced* 5 
But three fajre daughters, which were well vptraine, 
In all that ſeemed fitfor kiogly feed: 
Mongſt whom his realme he equally decreed 
To have divided. Tho,when feeble age 
Nigh to his vtmoſt date he ſaw proceed, 
Hee cald his daughters ; and with ſpeeches ſage 
Inquir'd, which of them moſt did loue her Parcntage: 
48-! 
The eldeſt, Gonorill, gan to proteſt, | 
That ſhe much morethen her owne life him lov'd : 
And Regan greater loue to him profeſt, | 
Thenallthe world, wheneuerit wereproou'd; 
But Cordeill ſaid ſhe lov'd him, as bchoou's : / 
Whole ſimple anſwere, wanting colours faire 
To paint 1tforth, him to difpleaſance moou'd, 
Thatin his crowne he counted her no heire; ' 
But twixtthe other twaine his kingdome whole didſhaire. 


2 
So, wedded th'one to M rd king of Scots, 
And th'other to the king of Cambria, 
And twixt them ſhaird his realme by equall lots: 
Bur without dowre the wiſe Cordelia 
Was ſentto Aganip of Celtica. 
Their aged Syre, thus eaſed of his crowne, - 
A private life led in Albania, 
With Gonorill, long had in great renowne, 
That noughthim grieu'd to been frs6 rule depoſed downe. 
O 
But true1t is, that when broke is ſpent, 
The light goes our, and wike is throwne away 3 
So, when he had reſign'd his regiment, 
His daughter gan deſpiſe his drouping day, 
And wearie wox of his continuall ſtay. 
Tho to his daughter Rjgan he repaird, 
V Vho him attirſt well vled cuery way ; 
But when of his departure ſhe deſpaur'd, 
Her bounty ſhe abated, and his cheareempair'd. 
I 
The wretched man gan FE.) aviſetoo late, 
That loue is not, where moſt 1t is proteſt ; - 
Too truly tryde in his extreameſt ſtate : 
Atlaſt, reſolv'd likewiſe to prouethe reſt, 
Heto Cordelia himſelfe ad Jteſt, 
Who with entire affe tion him receau'd, 
As for her Syre and king her ſeemed beſt; 
And after all, an army ſtrong ſhee leau'd, | 
To war on thoſe; which him had of his realme bereau'd. - 
2 
So to his crowne ſhe him retor'd againe, | 
In which he dyde, maderipe for death by cld, 
And after will 'd it ſhould to her remaine: 
Who peaceably the ſame long time did welg:. © , 
And all mens harts in dew obedienceheld : 
Till thather ſiſters children,woxen ſtrone, 
Through proud ambition againſt her rebeld, 
And ouercommen keptin priſon long, -.: ' | 
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Cant-X. 


ws THE SECOND BOOKE OF 


Then gan the bloudie tenkle both toraijene: 
But fierce Cundah gan ſhortly to envie 
His brother Morgan, prickt with proud diſdaine 
To hauca Peerc1a part of ſoueraintie, 
And kindling coales of cruellenmitie, 
Rais'd warre, and himin battaile overthrew : 
Whence as he to thoſe wooddie hils did flie, 
Which hight of him Glamorgan, there himſlew : 
Thea did heraigne alone, when he none equall knew. 


4 

His ſonne Rivall' his dead E hte did ſupply, 

In whole fad time bloud did from heauenraine ; 

Next, great Gureuſtus, then faire Cecily 

In a peace their kingdomes did containe ; 

After whom, Lago, and Kinmarke did raigne, 

And Gorbogud, ull furre in yeeres he grew; 

When his ambitious {onnes vnto them twaine, - 

Arraught therule, and from their father drew ; 
Stout Ferrex and ſterne Porrex him in prifon threw. 


5 
But 6! the greedy thirſt of royall crowne, 
That knowes no kinred, nor regards no right, 
Stird Porrex vp to put his brother downe 3 
Who,vnto him aſſembling forraine might, 
Made warre on him, and fell himſelfe in fight : 
Whoſe death ravenge,his mother mercilefſe 
(Moſt mercilefle of women, #yden hight) 
Her other ſonne faſt ſleeping did oppreſle, 
And with oſt cruell hand him murdred pittileſle. 
6 


Here ended Brutus ſacred vehgenie, hy 
Which had ſeauen hundred yeeres this {cepter borne, 
With high renowme;, and oreatfelicirie. 
The noble branch from th'antique ſtock was torne 
Through diſcord, and the royall throne forlorne : 
Thence-forth this Realme was into faCtions rent, 
Whil't each of Brutus boaſted to be borne, 
Thatin the end was leftno moniment 

Of Brut#s, nor of Britons glory auncient. 


7 
Thenvp aroſe a man of matchleſ e might, 
And wondrous wit to menage ugh affuires, 
Who ſtird with pitty of the lire edplight 
Ofthis {ad Realme, cutinto ſundry ſhaires 
By ſuch, as claimd themſclues Brutesrightfull heires, 
Gathered the Princes of the peopleloole, 
To taken counſell of their common cares ; 
Who,with his wiſedome won, him ſtraight did chooſe 
Their King, and ſwore him fealty to win or looſe. 
8 
Then made he head Te" bl enemies, 
And Ymnerſlew, or Logri miſcreate; 
Then Ruddocand proud Stater, both allyes, 
This of Aibanienewly nomunate, 
And that of Cambry king confirmed late, 
He overthrew through his ownevaliaunce; 
Whoſe countries he reduc't to quiet ſtate, 
And ſhortly bro ht to ciuill gouernaunce, 
Now one,whi 


were many made through variannce. 


Then made he ſacred TE, PIN ſome menſay 
Were vnto him reyeal'd in viſion, 
By which he freed the Trauailers high way, 
The Churches part, and Ploughmans portion, 
Reſtraining ſtealth, and ſtrong extortion ; 
The gracious Numa of great Pritannie 
For, till his dayes, the chicfe dominion 
By ſtrength was wielded without policie; 
Therefore E: firſt wore crowne of gold for dignitie, 


oO 
Dewallo dide (for, what as livefor ay? ) 
And left two ſonnes, of peereleſle proweſſe both; 
That ſacked Reme too dearely didaſlay, 
Therecompenceof theirperiured oth, 
And ranſackt Greece well tryde, when they were wroths 
Beſides ſubieted Frauxce, and Germany, 
Which yet their prayſes ſpeake, all be they loth, 
And inly tremble at the memory 
O:; Brennus and Bellinys, Kings of Britanny. 


41 

Next them, did Gurguzt, great Bellinus ſonne, 

In rule ſucceed, and cke in fathers praile; 

He Eaſterland ſubdewd, and Danmarke wonne, 

And of them both did foy andtribute raiſe, 

The which was due in his dead fathers dayes: 

Heallo gaueto fugitiues of Spayne _ 

(Whom he atſea eaey waundring from their wayes, 

A ſeatein Ireland ſafely to remaine, 


Whichthey ſhould hold ot him, as ſubie& to Britains. 


42 © 
After him raigned Gaithiline his heyre 
(Thejuſteſt man and trueſt in hus dayes) 
Wi had to wife Dame Mert:athe fayre, 
A woman worthy of immortall prayſe, _ _ 
Which for this Realme found many goodlylayes, 
And wholeſome Statutes to her husband brought; 
Her many deem'dto haue beene of the Fayes, 
As was Aeperze, that Nyma tought; 


Thoſe yet of her be Mertianlawes both nam'd & thought. 


4 
Her ſonnes Sifillus after her did rajone, 
And then Kimarus, and then Dani«s; 
Next whom Moerindus did the crowneſuſtaine ; 
Who, had he not with wrath outragious, 
And cruell rancour dimm'd his valorous 
And mightydeeds, ſhould matched haue the befts 
As well in that ſame field v1iftorious 
Againſt the forraine Morands he czpreſt; 
Yethues his memory, though carcaſle fleepeinreft. _ 


44 
Fiue ſonnes heleft begotten of one wiſe, 
All which ſucceſliuely by turnes did raigne'; 
Firſt, Gorboman, aman of vertuous life ; 
Next, Archigald, who for his proud diſdaine, 
Depoſed was from Princedomeſouecraine, 
And pittious Elidareputin his ſted; 
Who ſhortly it to himreſtor'd againe, 
Till by his death he itrecouered ; 
But Peridwre and Yigent him diſthronized, , 
_— 1 oy 


_——_— 


— 


45 
In wretched priſon long he did remaine, 
Tillthey ourraigned had their vrmoſt dare, 
And then therem reſeized was againe, 
Andruled long with honorableſtare, 
Till heſurrendred realme and life to fate. 
Thenallthe fonnes of theſe fine brethren raignd 
By due ſuccelle, and all their Nephewes late, 
Eucn tbriſeeleuen deſcentsthe crowne retaynd, 
Tll aged Hely by dew heritage it oaynd. 
6 


+ d 
He had two ſonfies; whoſe eldeſt called Lud 
Lefrof his life moſt famous memory, 
Andendlefſe moniments of his great good : 
Theruin'd wals he did rexzdrfie 
Of Troynoudant, ganſt force of enemy, 
And built that gate, which of his name js hight, 
By which he lyes entombedſolemnly. 
He left two ſonnes, too young to rulearight, 
Androgeus nd Tenantins, piftures of his night. 


47 | 
Whilſt they were young, Caſſibalane their Eme 
Was by the people choſen in their ſted, 
Who on him tooke the royall Diademe, * 
And goodly well long timeit gouerned, _ 
Till the proude Romanes him diſyuieted,s'-- {i 
And warlike Czſar, tempted with the name | 
Of this {weet find, neuer _— red, #26 
And enuying the Britons blazedfame, 7 © 
(Ohideoushungerof dominion: ) hither came; -- 


4 
Yet twiſe they were repulſed backe againe, V 
And twiſe renforc't, backe to their ſhips tofly, - 
The whiles with bloud they all the ſhore did ſtaine. 
And the gray Ocean 1nto purple dy : 7s 
Ne had they fooring found atlaft perdie, + 
Had not Androgets, falſe to natiue{oyle, ſc. 
And enuious of Vncles {oucrauntie, 
Betraid his countrey vnto forreine ſpoile : 


Noughtel(e, buttreaſon, froin the firſt this Jand did foile. 


49 
So by him Ceſar gotthe viory, 
Throu wn blouſhed, and many a fad affay, 
In which hintfelfe was charged heamly 
Of hardy Nennivs, whom he yet did flay, 
But loft h1s iword, yet to be ſeene this day. 
Thenceforth this land was tributarie made 
T*ambitious Rome, and did their rule obay, 
Till Arthur all thatreckoning did defray 3 
Yet gftthie Briton kings againſt them ſtrongly ſwayd. 
50 
Next him Tenantius raignd, then Kimbeline, 
What time th'erernall Lord in fleſhly flme 
Enwombed was, from wretched Adams line 
To purge away the guilt of finfuil crime : 
O joyous tnemory of happy time PR 
That heauenly grace ſo plentiouſly diſplaid 
Oroo high ditty for my fimplerime: 
Soone for this,the Romanes him warrayd 


For thattheir tribute herefus'dro let be payd- 


Cant. Y. THE FAERIE QVEENE. 


I 
Good Claudius, that nexr on Emperour, | 
An army brought, and with him barrel! fought, 
In which the king was by a Treachetour 
Diſguiſed laine, ere any thereof thought: 
Yer ceaſed not the bloudie fight for ought; 
For Arirage his brothers place fupplide, | 
In armes, and ekeincrowne; and by that draught 
Did drige the Romanestothe weaker fide, 
Tharthey to peace agreed. So all was pacifide. 


| 2 

Was neuer king more highly magnifide, 
Nor drad of Romanes, then was Anirage; 
For which the. Emperour to him allide 
His daughter Genuiſ3' 1n marriage: 
Yerſhortly he renounc'tthe vaſlallage 
Of Rome againe, who hithcrhaſt'ly ſene 
Yeſpaſzan, that with great ſpoyle and rage 

| Forwaſted all, rill Genuifſa gent 

Perlwaded him to ceafle, and her Lord to relent, 


>; 
He dyde;-and him RIF M arizs, 

Who ioy'd his dayes with great tranquillity: 

Then Coyll, and after him good Lucius, 

That firſt recejued Chriſtianinie, | 

The ſacred pledgeof Chriſts Euangely : 

Yer true tis, thatlong before that daic 

Hither came To/#þh of Arimathy, 

Who brought with him the holy grayle (they ſay) 
And preache the truth; bur fince it greatly did decay. 


: 54 
This good king ſhortly without ifſew dide, 
Whereof gteatttouble in the kingdome grew, 
Thatdid her (elfe in ſundry parts diuide, 
And with her powre her owneſelfe overthrew, 
Whil'it Romanes daily did the weakeſubdew : 
Which ſeeing ſtout Purndaca, vp aroſe, 
And taking armes, the Britons to her drew; 
With whom ſhe marched ſtraightagainſt her foes, 
And them vnwares belides the Sexerze did encloſe. 


There ſhe withthem a ad barrel] rride, 
Not with ſo good fuecefle, as ſhe deferu'd; 
By reaſon thar the Captaines, on her fide, 
Corrupted by Paulinus, from her ſiveru'd; 
Yertſuch, as were through former flightpreſeru'd; 
Gathering againe; her Hoſt ſhe did renew, 
And with freſh courage on theviQour ſeru'd : 
But being all defeated faue a few, 

Rather then fly, or be captm'd, herſelfe ſhe flew. 

6 


O famous moniment of womens praiſe, 
Matchableeither to Semiramis, | 
Whom antique hiftory ſo high dothraiſe, 

Or to H 'yſephal” or to Thomirs : 

Her Hoſt two hundred thouſand numbred is ; 
Who, whiles goodfortune fauoured her mi ghr, 
Triumphed oft againſther enimis; 
Andyerthough ouercome 1n hapleſs fight, 

She triumphed on death, in encmicsdeſpight, 
K 


Her 
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Cant, X. 


57 
Her reliques F#lgent hauing gathered, 


Fought with Sexers and him ouerthrew ; 
Yetin the chace was flaine of them, that fled ; 
So made them vitours, whom he did ſubdew. 
Then gan Carauſius tyrannize anew, 
And gainſtthe Romanes bent their proper powre, 
But ham Alles treacherouſly flew, 
And tooke on him therobe of Emperoure: 
Nath'lefle the ſame enioyed butſhorrt happy howre : 
58 
For Aſclepiodate him ouercame, 
And left inglorious onthe yanquiſht Playne, 
_ Withoutor robe, orrag, to hide his ſhame. 
Then afterwards he in his ſtead did raigne 3 
But ſhortly was by Coyll in batrell laine ; 
Who after long debate, ſince Lucies time, 
Was of the Britons firſt crownd Soucraigne : 
Then gan this Realme renew her paſſed prime: 
He of his name Coylchefter built of ſtone and lime. 


Which when the Romanes beds, they hither ſent 
Conſtantizs, aman of mickle might, 
With whom king Coy made an agreement, 
And to him gaue for wife his daughter bright, 
Faire Helena, the faireſt living wight 3 
Who in all godly thewes, and goodly praiſe 
Did far excell, but was moſtfamous hight 
For skull in Muſicke of all in her dayes, 
Aſivell in curious inſtruments, as cunning layes. 
6 


s) 

Of whom he did great Conſtantine beget, 

Who afterward was Emperour of Rome 

To which whiles abſent he his mind did ſet, 

Oftauins hereleprinto his roome, 

And it viurped by ———_—_ doome: 

But he his title iuſtifide by might, 

Slaying Traberwe,and hawng ouercome 

The Romane legion indr light: 
So ſertled he his 5 I I confirm'd his right. 

I 

But wanting iſſew male, his daughter deate 

He gauc 10 wedlocke to Maximian, * 

Anh him with her made of his kingdome heyre, 

Who ſoone by meanes thercof the Empire wan, 

Till murdred by the friends of Gratian; 

Then gan the Hunnes and Pidts inuadethis land, 

During the raigne of Maximinian; 

Who dying left none heire them to withſtand, 
But that they ouctran all parts with cafie hand. 

6 


2. 
The weary Britons, whoſe war-hable youth 
Was by Maximian lately led away, 
With wretched miſeries, and woetull ruth, 
. * Weretothoſe Pagans made an open pray, 
« And dayly ſpeQacle of fad decay : (yeares, 
Whom Romane warres, which now fourc hundred 
And tnore had waſted, could no whit diſmay ; 
Tillby conſent of Commons and of Peares, 
They crownd the ſecond Conſtantine with ioyous teares; 


Who hauing oft in battell vanquiſhed 


Which from Alcluid to Panwelt did that border bound. 


And 7 ortiger cnforc't the kingdometo aband. 
66 ; 


And wonder of antiquitic long ſtopt his ſpeach, 


— 


DE Wong 


62 AY 


Thoſe ſpoylefull Pits, and ſwarming Eaſterli $5 
Long 68 peacehis Realme eſtabliſhed, og 
Yet oft annoyd with ſundry bordragings 

Of neighbour Scots, and forrein Scatterlings, 
With which the world did in thoſe dayes abound : 
Which to outbarre, with painefull pyonings 

From ea to {ea he heapt a mightic Lanny 


64 
Three ſonnes he dying left, all vnder age; 


By meanes whereof, their vncle Yortigere 
Vlurptthe crowne, during their ions ; 
Which th'Infants tutors gathering to feare, 
Them cloſely into Armorickdid beare : 

For dread of whom, andfor thoſe Pits annoyes , 
He ſent to Germanie, ſtrange aide to reare, 

From whence eftſoones arriued here three hoyes 


Of Saxons, whom he for hus ſafcric imployes. 


d) 
Two brethren were their Capitaines,which.highe 


Hengift and Horſus, well approov'd inwarre, 
And both of them men of renowmed might; 
Who making yantage of their civil iarre, 

And of thoſe forreiners, which came from farre, | 
Grew great, and got large portions of Jand, F 
Thar in the Realmeere long they ſtronger arre, 
Then they which ſought ar firſt their helping hand, 


But by the helpe of Yortimere his ſonne, 


Helis againe vato his rule reſtor'd, 

And Heygift ſeeming (ad, for that was donne, 
Recciued is to grace and new accord, 

Through his faire daughters face, & flattring word; 
Soone after which, three hundred Lords he flew 

Of Britiſh bloud, all fitting athis bord; 

Whoſe dolefull moniments who liſt to rew, 


Th'eternall marks of treaſon may at Stonheng view. 
6 


7 
By this,the ſonnes of Conſtantine, which fled, 


Ambriſe and Y ther did ripe yeares attainc, 

And here arriving, ſtrongly challenged 

The crowne, which Yortiger did long detaine: 
Who, flying from his gue, by them was laine, 
And Hengi/t cke ſoone brought to ſhamefull death. 
Thencefonh Aurelins —— didraigne, 

T1ll thatthrough poyſon ſtopped was bus breath 3 


Sonow entombed lyes at Stoneheng by the heath. 


68 


After him Yther, which Pendragon hight, 


Succeeding There abruptly it did end, 
Without full point, or other Ceſure right, 
As if thereſt ſome wicked hand did rend, 
Orth'Authour lelfe could not ar leaſt attend 
To finiſh it : that ſo ymimely breach 

The Prince himſelfe halfeſecmeth to offend, 
Yetſecretpleaſure did offence impeach, 


At 
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frewrh deltght; ro heare 
OffÞripg of his natiueland, 


- 


-Deate untrey, 0 how dearely deare 


"Ne :f6r It was a great 

And? Fig thatdoth far excead 
My aittreeetelcawbdicre to repeat : 
told; how firſt Prometheus didEreate 

' Am; ofmany.pattsfrom beaſts deriued, 
* And thenfto om heatien; to animate 


71 
That man ſo made, he called Elfe, to wee, 
Cicks the firſt authour of all Elfin kind : 
Who, wandring through the world with wearie feet, 
Did inthe gardins of Adony find 
A goodly creature, whom he deem'd in mind 
To be no carthly wright, but Ether Spright, 
Or Angell; t'auth6ur of all woman-kind 3 


Therefore a Fay heher according hight;” 
Ofwhom all Fayeries ſpriog, and feet 5 . lignage riphe. 


YT 72 

Of theſea mighty people ſhortly grew, | 
And puifſant kings, which all the world warrayd, 
And ts themſelaes all Narions did ſubdew : 
The firſt and eldeſt, which that ſcepter ſwayd, 
Was El!fin ; him all India obayd, | 
And all that now America men call : 
Next him was noble Elfinan, wholayd 

Cleopols foundation firſt of all : 

But Efline enclos'dit with agolden wall. 


7 
His ſonne was Elfinel, who otiercaiit 
© Thewicked Gobbelines in bloudy field : 
But E!fant was of moſt renowmed fame, 
| Whoall of Cryſtall did Paxthea build: 


Then Elfar, who two brethren gyants kild, 


The one of which had two th'otherthree: 

Then E!finor, who was in Magick skild; | 
See (bee, 
eauens thunder feem'd t@ 


. 


He left three ſonnes, the i «08 orderraignd, 
Andall their Offpring, th theirdew deſcents, 
Enen ſcuen hundred Princes, which maintaynd 
With mightie deeds their ſimdry gouernments3 
That were too long their infinite contents 
Hereto record, ne muck materiall : | 
Yet ſhould they be moſt famous moniments, 
And brane enſample, both of Martiall 

And ciwll rule to Kings and Staresimperia 


Afterall thefe Elficlevs did rai , 
The wile Elficleos 1n Mateftie, 
Who mightily tharſcepter did foftaine, 
And with rich ſpoiles and famous victory; 
Did high aduance the crowne of Paery - 
Heleft two ſonnes, of which faire Elferon 
Theeldeſt brother did vntimely dic; 
Wholeempry place the mightic Oberon 
Doubly {upplide, in ſpouſall and dominion. 


Great was his power and wks ouer all 

Which him before that ſacred ſeate did kill, 

That yet remaines his wide memoriall : 

He dying left the faireſt Tinaquill, 

Him to lucceed therein, by his laſt will: 

Fairer and nobler liueth none this howre. 

Nelike in grace, nelikein learnedskill; 

Therefore they Gloriancallthar glorious flowre. 
Long maiſt thou Glorzan liue, in glory and great powre: 


77 

Beguil'& thus with delight of nouelties, 

And naturall defire ofcountries ſtate, 

So long they read in thoſe antiquities, - 

Thathow thetime was fled, they quite forgate, 

Till gentle Alma ſeeing itſolate, 

Perforce their ſtudies broke, and them beſoughr 

To thinke, how ſupper did themlong awaite-: 

So, halfe vnwilling {Io their bookes them brought, 
Andfurely feaſted, as ſo nobke knights ſhe ought. 
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Hatwarreſo cruell; or what fiege ſo ſore, 
As that, whith ftrongafteQtions do apply, 
Againſt the fort of realon cuermore 
&< To bring the ſouleintocaptiutie ! 
Their force is fiercer through infirmitic 
f the fraile fleſh, relenting to theirrage, 
And exerciſe moſt bitter ryranny: _ 
Vpon the parts, brought 1nto their þondage: 
No wretchedneſle is hke to-nfull villenage. 


- 


W 


FATE 
Butin a body, which dothfreely yeeld 

His parts to reaſons rule obedient, 

And letreth her that ought the ſcepter weeld, 

All happy peace and goodly.gouernment 

Is ſetled therein ſureeſtabliſhment; 

There Alma, like a virgin Queen moſt bright, 

Doth floriſh in all beautie excellent; 

Ando hergueſtes doth bountious banker dight, 
Attempred goodly well for health and for delight. 

Pd 


3Z : 
Early before the Morne with cremofin ray, 
The windowes of bright heauen opened had, 
Through which into = world the dawning day 
Might Jook, thatmaketh euery creature glad, 
Vprole Sir Guyon, in brightarmour clad , 
And to his purpoſd journey him prepar'd:. 
With him the Palmer eke 1n habite ſad, 
 Himſelfe addreſt to that aduenture hard : 
So to the rmers ſide they both rogetherfar'd; 


| goes. 
Where them awaited readieat the ford 
The Ferriman, as Alma had bebight, 
With his well rigged boate : They abord, 
And he eftſooncs ganlaunchhis barke forthright. 
Erc long they rowed werequite outof fight, 
And faſt the land behind them fled away. 
But let them paſs, whiles wind and weather right 
Do ferue their turnes : here Tawhile muſt ſtay, 
To ſee a cruell flht doen by the Prince this day. 


—_ — O— 


Canto XI, 


of Temperance 


beſiege her dwelling place : 


Prince Arthar them repells, and fowle | dV) 
Maleger doth deface. RET! ->--\\ 


_ 
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For, all ſo ſoone as Guyon thence was gon 


Vpon his voyage with his truſte guide, 
That wicked band of villeins freſh/begon 
That caſtle to aſſayle on cuery fide, 

And lay ſtrong ftege aþour it far and wide. 
So huge and infinite their numbers were , 
That all the lagd they vnder them did hide; 
So fowleandygly, that exceeding feare 


Their vilages impreſt, when they approched neare.. 
£ T 


Them in twelue troupes their Captain did diſpart 


And round abont in fitteſt ſteads did place, 
Where each might beſt offend his proper part, | 
And his contrary.obicC&t moſt deface, 

As euery oneſcerh'd meeteſt in that caſe. 

Scuen of theſame againſt the Caſtle ate, 
In ſtrong entrenchments hedid cloſely place, 
Which with inceſſantforce and endleſle hate, 


They battered day and night, and entrance did awate. 


7 
The other fiue, five ſundry wayes he ſer, 7 


With w 


Againſt the fiue great Bulwarkes of thatpile. 
_ vnto —_ a a21e gn a arret, 
T'aflayle with openforce or hidden guile, 
In has avf win victorious ſpoyle. 
They all that charge did feruently apply, 
With greedy malice and importune toyle, 
And planted there their huge artillery, 
Fich they daily made moſt dreadfull battery, 
$ 


The firſttroupe was a monſtrous rabblement 


And couctous aſpeCtes, all cruell enemies. 


Of fowle misſhapen wights, of which ſome were 
Headed like Owles, with beakes vncomely bent, 
Others like Dogs, others like Gryphons dreare, 
And ſome had wings, and ſome had clawes to teare, 
And cuery one of them had Lynces eyes, 

And every one did boawe and arrowes beare 

All thoſe were lawetefe luſts, corrupt enuics, 


Thoſe 
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Thoſe ſame againſt the Bulwarke of the Sight On th'other fide, th'afſieged Caſtles ward | 
Did lay ſtrong fiege, and battailous aflault, T heir ſtedfaſt ſtonds did mightily maintaine, 
Ne once did yield it _ day nor night, And many bold repulfe, and manic hard 
But ſoone as Titan gan his head exaulr. Atchivement wrought with perill and with paine, 
| And ſoone againe as he his light withhault, That goodly framefrom rune to ſuſtaine : 
| Their wicked engins they againſt it bent: And thoſe two brethren Giants did defend 
Thatis, each thing, by which the eyes may fault; The walles ſo ſtourtly with their ſturdy maine, 
But two then all more _ and violent, That neuer entrance any durſtpretend, 
Beautie, and money, they that Bulwarke ſorely rent. But they to dircfull death their groning ghoſts did ſend. 
IO 16 
The ſecond Bulwarke was the Hearing ſenſe, The noble Virgin, Lady of thatplace, vet 
Gainſt which the ſecond troupe defſignment makes; Was much diſmayed with thatdreadfull fight 
Deformed creatures, in ſtrange difference, (For, neuer was ſhein fo cuill cafe) 
Some hauing heads like Harts , ſome ike to Snakes , Till thatthe Princeſeeing her wotull plighe, 
Some hike wild Bores late rous'd out of the brakes; Gan her recomfort from {o ſad affright, 
Slaunderous reproches, and foule infamics, Offring his ſcruice, and his deareſt life 
Leaſings, backbutings, and vaine-glorious crakes, For her defence, againſt that Carle to fight, 
Bad counſels, prayles, and falſe flatteries , Which was their chiefe and th'author of that ftrife : 
Al thoſe againſt that Fort did bend their batteries. She him remercied as the Patrone of her life. 
II I 
Likewiſe that ſame third Fort, that is the Smell, Eftſoones himſelfe in ian arms he dight, 
Of thar third troupe was cruelly aflayd : And his well proued weapons to him hent; 
Whoſe hideous ſhapes were like to feends of hell, So taking courteous conge he behight, 
Somelike to Hounds, ſome like to Apes diſmayd, Thoſe gates to beynbard, and forth he wenr. 
Somelike to Puttockes, all in plumes arrayd : Faire mote hethee, the proweſt and moſt gent, 
All ſhap'r according their.conditions, Thateuer brandiſhed brighr ſteele on hie : 
For, by thoſe vgly formes werenpourtraid Whom ſooneas thatynruly rabblement, 
Fooliſh delights and fond abuſions, With his gay Squire ifſuing did eſpy, 
Which do thatlcnlc befiege with lightilluſions. They reard a moſt Outragious dreadfal yelling cry. 
I2 I 
And that fourth band, which cruell battery bent, And therewith all attonce at himler fly 
Againſt the fourth Bulwarke, thatis the Taff, Their fluttring arrowes, thicke as flakes of ſhowe, 
Was as the reſt, a gryfie rabblement, And round about him flocke impetuouſly, 
Some mouth'd like greedy Oyſtriges, ſome fac't Like a great water flood, that tombling lowe 
Likeloathly Toades, fomefalhioned inthe waſte From the high mountains, threats to ouvetfiowe 
Like ſwine; for, ſo deformd 1s luxury, With ſuddein fury all the fertile Plaine, 
Surfait, miſdict, and vnthriftie waſte, And the ſad husbaadmans long hope doth throwe 
V.ine feaſts, and 1dle fuperfluinie : Adowne the ſtreame, andall lis yowes make vaine, | 
All thoſe this ſenſes Forr alfaile inceſſantly. Nor bounds nor banks his headlong ruine may ſuſtaine; \ 
I Ig. 
But the fiftrroupe moſt beretble of hew; Vpon his ſhield their hea edhailehe bore, - 
And fierce of force, was dreadfullto report : And with his \word-duſperſt the raſcall flockes, 
For,ſomelike ſnayles,ſome did like ſpiders ſhew, Which fled aſunder, and ham fell before, 
And ſome likevgly Vrchins thicke and ſhort: As withered leaues drop fromtheir dried ſtockes, 
They cruelly affayled thatfift Fort, When the wroth Weſtern wind doegreaue their locks ; 
Armed with darts of ſenſuall delight, And vnderneath him his courageous ſteed, 
With ſtings of carnall luſt, and ſtrong effort | The fierce Spumader trode them downelike docks, 
Offecling pleaſures, with which day and night = The fierce Spumador borne of heauenly ſeed; 
Againſt that ſame fift Bulwarke they continued fight. Such as-Lasmedon of Phebusracedid breed. 
| I4 209 
Thus theſe twelue troupes with dreadfull puiſſance Which ſuddeine horrour andconfuſed cry, 
Againſt that Caſtle reſtlefle fiege did lay, When as their Captaine heard, in haſte he yode 
And cuermore their hideous Ordinance The cauſe to weet, and faultto remedy ; 
Vpon the Bulwarks cruelly did play , 2 a Tigre ſwift and fierce he rode, 
That now it gan to threaten neere decay : Thar as the winde ran vnderneath his lode, 
And euermore their wicked Capitaine While his Jong legs nighraughtvaro the ground; 
Prouoked them the breaches to aflay, Full large he was of limbe, and ſhoulders brode, | 
Somtimes with threats, ſomtimes with hope of gaine, But of ſuch ſubrile ſubſtance and vaſound, (bound. | 
Which by the ranſack of thatpeece they ſhould attaine. = Tharlike a ghoſthe ſeem'd, whoſe Graue-clothes were vn- if 
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And in his hand a bended boaw was ſeene, 

And many arrowes vader his right fide, 

All deadly dangerous, all 90" ny £ 

Headed with flint; and feathers bloudy dide, 

Such as the Indians in their quyuers hide; 

Thoſe could he well dire& and ſtreight as line, 

And bid them ſtrike the marke, which he had cyde; 

Ne was there (alue, ne was there medicine, | 
That moterecure their wounds: fo inly they did tine. 
As pale and wan as aſhes was his looke ,! 

His body leane and meagre as arake, 

And skin all withered likea dryedrooke, 

T hereto as cold and drery as a Snake, 

That ſeem'd to tremble euermore, and quake : 

All in a canuasthin he was bedight, 

And girded with a belt of twiſted baake, 

Vpon hishead he worean Helmet light, 
Made of adead mans ſcull, thatſecm'd a gaſtly ſight. 


T7734 
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2 
Maleger was his name, and tis him 
There follow'dfaſt at hand two wicked Hags , 
With hoarie lockes all looſe, andvifagegrim; 
Their feet vnſhod, theirbodies wrapt inrags, 
And both as ſwift on foor, as chaſed Stags ; 
And yet the one her otherleg had lame, 
Which with a ſtafte, all full of little ſnags 
She did diſport, and Impotence her name : 
But th'otherwas Impatience, arm'd with raging flame, 


24 
Soone as the Carlefromfurre the Prince eſpide, 
Gliſtering inarmes and warlike ornament, - 
His beaſt hefelly prick on either fide, 
And his miſchieuous boawfullreadie bent, 
With which athim a cruell ſhafthe ſent : 
But he was warie, and itarded well 
Vpon his ſhield, that it no further went, 
Bur tothe ground the idle quarrell fell : 
Thenhe he. eu and another did expel. 


25 | 
Which to preuent; the Princehis mortallſpeare 
Soone to him raught; and fierce athimdid ride, 
To beauenged of that ſhotiwhyleare : 21 
But he was notfo hardyto abide | 
'Thatbitter ſtownd, but turning quicke afide 
| His light-foot beaſt, fledfaſtaway for feare: 
THR Whom to purſue; the Infant afterhide, 
1: | Sofaſtas his good Courſer could him beare, 
1108 But labour loſt it was, toweeneapproche him neare. 


2 ' 
For, as the winged windhis Tigre fled, 
Ne ſcarce his feet on ground were ſcene totred; - 


Ne hedge ne ditch his readie paſſape brake, 
Andin his flight thevillein turn'd his face © 
| (As wonts the Tartar by the Caſpian lake, i | 
When as the Ryſſtan him in fight does chacey 7 © 
Ynto his Typres taile, and ſhot athimapace,' -: © -- 


That view of eye could ſcarſehim ouertakez*. '\ | 
Through hils and dales hefpeedie way did make, 


— — 


27 
Apace he ſhot, and yet he fled apace, 
Still as the greedie knight mgh to him drew, 
And oftentimes hewould relenthis paſe, 
That him his foe more fiercely ſhould purſey : 
Who when his vncouth manner he did vew 
He gan auize'to follow him no more, 
But keepe his ſtanding, and his ſhaftes efchew, 
Vnnll he quite had ſpent his perlous ſtore, 
And then afſayle him Fth » Ere he could ſhift for more. 
28 
But that lame Hag, ſtill as abroad he ſtrew 
His wicked arrowes gathered them ag.ine, 
And to him brought, freſh battell to renew : 
Which he eſpying, caſt her to reſtraine 
Fromyielding ſuccour to that curſed Swaine, 
And her attaching thought her hands to tie; 
But ſoone as him diſmounted onthe Plaine, 
Thar other Hag did far away eſpy 
Binding: her ſiſter, ſhe to him ran haſtily. 


2 
And catching hold of him, ns he lent, 
Him ge Dr ouerthrew, and downe him ſtayd 
With their rude hands and prieſly grapplement, 
Till that the villein commnng to their ayd, 
Vpon himfell, and lode vpon him layd; 
Fulllittle wanted, but he had htm flaine, 
And of the battell balefull end had made, 
Had not his gentle Squire beheld hispaine, 
And commen to his reakins, ere his bitter bane, 
O 
So, greateſt and moſt chivions thing on ground 
May often need the help of weaker hand; 
Sofceble is mans ſtare, and life vnſound, 
That in afſurance it may neuer ſtand, 
Tillit diffolued befrom carthly band. 
Proofe be thou Prince, the proweſt man aliue, 
And nobleſt borne of all in Briton land ; 
Yet thee fierce Fortune did ſo neerely driue, 
That had not gracethee bleſt, thou ſhouldeſt notreuiue. 
31 
The Squirerriuing, fiercely inhis armes- 

* Snatcht firſt the one, and thenthe other Iade, 
His:chiefeſtlers and authors of his harmes , | 
And them perforcewithheld with threatned blade, 
Leaſt that his Lord they ſhould behind inuade 
The whiles the Princeprickt with reprochefull ſhame, 
As one awak'tout of long flombring ſhade, | 
Reuiuing thought of glorie and of , oY 

Vnited all his powresto purge himſclſelfe from blame. 


2 
Like as a fire, the which in bios caue 
Hath long been vnder-kept, and downeſupprefſt , 
With murmuroursdiſdaine doth inly raue, 
And grudge, in ſo ſtreight priſon to be preſt, 
Atlaft breakes forth with furious vareſt, 
And ftriues to mount vnto his natiue ſeat ; 
All that did earſtithinder and moleſt, 
Itrnow denoures with flames and ſcorching hear, 


Andcarries into ſmoake with rage and horror great; < 
0 
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So mightily the Briton "WF... him rous'd 

Out of his hold, and broke his caitiue bands; 

And as a Beare whom angry curres haue touz'd, 
Hawng off-ſhak'tthem, and eſcap'ttheir hands, 
Becomes more fell, and all that him withſtands 
Treads downe and ouerthrowes. Now had the Carle 
Alzghted from his Tigre, and his hands 

Dilcharged of his boaw and deadly.quar'le, 

To leize vpant his foc flatlying on the marle. 


> OT iis 
Which now him turnd to Sa deare 3 
For,neither can he fly, nor other harme, 
But truſt vnto his ſtrength and manhood meare, 
S1th now he is farre from his monſtrous ſwarme, 
And of his weapous did himſelfe difarme. 
The knight yet wrothfull for his late dil grace, 
Fiercely aduaunſt his valorousrighrarme, 
And him ſo loreſtnotewith his iron mace, 


"That groucling to the ground he fell, and fild his place. 


5 
Well weened he, that field = then his owne, 
And all his labour brought to nappy end, 
When ſuddeinvp thevillein ouerthrowne, 
Our of his ſwowne aroſe, freſhto contend, 
And gan himſelfero lecond batrell bend, 
"As harthe had not been. Thereby there lay 
An huge great ſtone, which ſtood vpon one end, 
And had notbeen remooued many 2day; 
Some land-marke ſeem'd to be, or figne of ſundry waie. 


The ſame he ſnarchr, and with exceeding ſway 
Threw at his foe, who was right well aware 

To ſhunne the engin of his meant decay; 

It booted not to think that throwe to beaxe; 
But ground he gaue, and lightly leapt areare.: 
Eft fierce returning, asa Faulcon faire, . 

That once hath failed of her ſouſe fullnexre, *' © 
Remounts againe into the open aire, 

And ynto better fortune doth herlclfe prepaire: 


vj 
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So brauereturning, with bis brandiſht blade, 

. Heto the Carle himſelfe againe addreſt, 
And ſtrooke at him ſo ſternely, thathe made 
An open paſſage through his rien breſt, 
Thathaltethe ſteele bind his backe did reſt; 
Which drawing backe, helooked euermore | 
Whenthe heart bloud ſhould guſh our of his cheſt, 
Or his dead corſe ſhould fa]l ypon the fore; 
Burt his dead corſe vpon the flore fell nathemore : 


38 
Ne drop of bloud appeared ſhedto bee, 
All were the wounde ſo wide and wonderous, 
Tharthrough his carcafle one might plainely ee: 
Halfe in a maze with horror hideous, 
And halfe in rage to be deluded thus, a 
Againe through both the {ides heſtrooke him quight, 
That made his ſpright to gronefull pirious : 
Yetnathemore 2 1 ficd his groning ſpright; 


Bur fxeſhly, as ar firlt, prepar'd humſelfe to fight. 


| LIBS 
Thereathe ſmitten was with orear affrighr, 


And trembling terror did his heart appall : 
Ne wilt he, what to thinke of tharſame fiohr, 
Ne what to ſay, ne what'to.doeat all; ie 
He doubred, leaſt it were ſome magicall 
Hlufion, thar did beguile his ſenſe, . .. 
Or waudring ghoſt, that wanted funerall, 
' Oraerieſpinitvnder falſe pretence, |. 
Or helliſh fecnd rays'd vp through diucliſh ſcience. 


O 

His wonder farre exceeded + Ul reach, 
Thathe beganto doubthis dazled fight, 
And oft of error did himſelfe appeach z _ 
Fleſh without bloud, aperſon without fpright, 
Wounds without hurt, 2 body withour might, 
That could doe harme, yet could notharmed bee, 
That could not die, yetleem'd a mortall wight, 
Thatwas moſt ſtrong inmoſtinfirmitee ; 

Likedid he never heare, hike did he neuer ſee, 


I. | 
Awhile heſtood in this aſton) ſhment;. ; 

Yet would he not for all his greatdiſmay 

Giue ouerrto effteC his firſt intent, | 

And th'vtmoſt meanes of vidorie affay, 

Or th'vrmoſt iflew of his owne decay. 

His owne good ſword Morddure, thatneuer fayld 

Arneecd, till now, he lightly threw away, 

And his bright ſhield, - nought him now availd, 
And with Eis naked hands him forcibly aſſay!d. 

2 


4 
Twixt histwo mightie armes him vp he ſaatchr, 
And cruſhthis carcaſle fo againſt his breſt, 
Thar the d:{dainfull ſoule he thence diſpatchr, 
"And th'idle breathall viterly expreſt : 
Tho when hefelthim dead, adowne he keſt 
Thelumpith corſe vnto the ſenſelefle ground ; 
Adowne he keſtirwith ſo puiſſant wrelt, 
Thar backe againe it did aloftrebaund, 
And gaue agaiuft his mother Earth a gronefull ſound ; 


| 43 26s 

As when Towes harnefſe-beaning Bird from hie 
Stoupes at a flying heron with proud difdaine, 
Theitone-dead quarrey fals fo forcbly , 
Thatit rebounds acainſt the lowle Plaine, 
A ſecond fall redoubling backe againe. 
Then thought the Prince all perill ſure was paſt, 
And that he victor onely did remaine; 
No ſooner thought, then that the Carle as f.(t 


 Ganheapehuge ſtrokes 0a him, as ere he downe was calt. 


- | IS 4+ : : 
Nigh his wits end then woxeth'amazed knight, 

And thought his labour loſt and travell yane, 

Againſt this lifeleſs ſhadow fo to fight: 

- Yerhife he ſaw, and felrhis mighty maine, 

That whiles he marucild ſtill, did ſtill him paine : 

For thy he gan ſome other wayes aduize, , 

How to rake life from that dead-liuing ſwaine, 

Whom ſtill he marked freſlily to arize. 
From th'earth, and from her wombe acw ſpirits to reprize. 

K 4 Hce 
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45 
Hethen remembred well, thathad been ſayd, 
How th'Earth his mother was, and firſt him bore 
She eke, ſo often as his life decayd, 
Did life with vſury to him reſtore, 
Andrayſd bm vp much ſtronger then before, 
So ſoone as hevnto her wombe did fall ; 
Therefore to ground he would him caſtno more, 
| Ne him commutto Graue terreſtriall, 
74 But beare him farre from hope of ſuccour vſuall. 
| 46 
Tho, vp he caught him twixthis puiſſant hands, 
And hauing ſcruz'd out of his carrion corſe 
Thelothfull ife, now looſd from finfull bands, 
Vpon, his ſhoulders carried him perforce 
Abouethreefurlongs, taking his full courſe, 
Vatill he came ynto a ſtanding lake; 
Him thereinto he threw withoutremorle, 
Ne ſtird, till hope of life did himforſake; (make. 
So, end of that Carles dayes, and his owne paines did 


Which when thoſe wicked Hides from farre did ſpic, 
Like two mad dogs they ran abour the lands, 
And th'one of them with dreadfull yelling cry, 
Throwing away her broken chaines and bands, 


Re To = ESEBE ELEEPS tor — 2 vo Cc As 4.x . 
_— . NN NI I FD ; rw Ser Ws 4. RET 
EE $622 kept OE $44 AF 4 "Yr FOB I A, 
3 : - ISNT J POT V2 - O25 . 


IS na DET _ aan cs 

Et; £5 A200 we 3 Lea be > 2277 25048 
SE DI PR PRs Re PS. ago 3s wt Ducts wad Coanpeo— 
Er Doan I Ire Ween s + te Co ES * 


FE, RT EEE 
En Poe Ont Xe Bi 


5 ys - —IECERSTS DET 
ET EFT or ie + One es. ee grant iodns © Eo a> ans Eg Pare gs 
Ao rae: I = 54 hen Wy SE DY As 2th EE Ee PEAS " Como Mo ET SETAC 
k wr _ - = = ——_ : : b »—x TEES : ER. l 


EEE 
GE +8 


| | I 


4 
| 
G * I nat 
Lis <LI woe: = _ = — > 2m 
SS Inna ea ed 6 Phra ee eee Z RENT: A : 3 T> 
#&- cu * E; FFD A CSIER Zh ” 9 TEE ISS 
_— COIN ge OS IEEY . we _ 
* Eo * 


; : w 5 _ 47 a" Wig 
S 5 = 0094-5 ns Rat ES > 
Z EE _AMCRECC_ERSAa Hi Ez 
nn ang <a — 
ks. 22: 


ar ons _— EY = 
In222, wrote, vs 
= 3252 


a=forog. x + 
ſe” Ai: y I 
5 Go EEE IP ED 


Canto 


7 << YAN 
I HAY - 
|<. 5, in 

bo VL _ 


—_ 


_ "T —_ F Cr % hs Þ) — 
* © F 24, Y = % 7H —_— dy 
, AVE »11\\ <A AAVASS 4 o 


T 
# Ow gins this goodly frame of Temperance 
Y Fairely to riſe, and her adorned hed 
SF To prick of higheſtpraiſe forth to aduance, 
WF Formerly grounded, and faſtſetteled 
dog On firme foundation of true bountihed; 

RS YAndthis brave knight, thatfor this vertue 
Now comes to point of thatſameperilous ſted, (fights, 
| Where Pleaſure dwelles inſenſuall delights, 
Mogſt thouſand dangers,& ten thouſand magickmights. 


2 

| Two dayes now in that ſea he ſayled has, 
"i Neecuer land beheld, neliuing wight, 
0 F Ne oughtſaueper:l], ſtill as he did paſs : 

1 Tho, when appeared thethird Morrow bright 


F 


Guyon by Palmers gouernance, 
paſſing through perils great, 

Doth ouerthrowe the Bowre of bliſſe_, 
and _Acraſie defeat. 


And having quenchther burning fier brands, 
Hedlong her ſelfe did caſt into that lake; 
But Impotence, with her owne wilfull hands, 
One of Malegers curſed darts did take, 
Soriv'd hertrembling heart, and wicked end did make. 
8 
Thus now alone he comune remaines 3 
Tho,comming to his Squire, thatkepthis ſteed, 
Thought to haue mounted : but bisfeble Vaines | 
Him faild thereto, and ferued not his need, (bleed, | 
Through loſs of bloud, which from his wounds did 
Thatke began to faint, and life decay : 
But his good Squire him helping vp with ſpeed, 
With ſtedfaſt hand vpon his horle did ſtate, 
And led him to the Caſtle by the beaten waie; 
49 
Where many Groomes and Squiers readie were, 
To take him from his ſteed full tenderly, 
And eke the faireſt Alma met him there . 
With balme and wine and coſtly ſpicerie, 
To cornfort him in his infirmuty 3 
Eftſoones ſhe caus'd him vp to be conuad. 
And of his armes deſpoyled eafily, 
In ſumptuous bed ſhe made him tobe laid, 
Andall the while his wounds were drefling,by him ſtayd. 


—_— 
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Vpon the waues to ſpred her trembling light, 
An hideous roaring farre away they heard, 
Thar all their ſenſes filled with affright, 
And ſtraightthey (aw theraging ſurges reard 

Vp to the skes, thatthem of drowning made affeard: 


—————— 


Sayd then the Boateman, Palmer ſteerearight, 
And we an cuen courſe; for yonder way 
We needs muſtpaſs (God dovs well acquight) : 
That is the Gulfe of Greedineſſe, they ſay, 
That deepe engorgeth all this worlds pray : 
Which hating Keane yp exceſſively, 
He ſoone in vomit vp againe doth lay, 
And belcheth forth his ſuperfluitie, 


That all the ſeas for fearedoſceme away to fly. 
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4 
On th'other ſide an hideous Rock is pight, 
Ofmightic Maynes ſtone, whoſe craggy clift 
Depending fromon high, dreadfuilts fight, 
Ouer the waues his rugged atmes doth lift, 
Andthreatneth down to throwe his raggedrift 
On who ſo commethi nigh ; yet nigh 1t drawes 
All paſſengers, that nonefrom itcan ſhift : 
For whiles _ fly thatGulfes deuouring 1awes, 
They on this rock arerent, and ſunk in helpleſs wawes. 


Forward they paſle, and ſtrongly he them rowes, 
Vntill they nigh vnto that Gulfe arriue, 
Where ſtreame more violent and greedy growes : 
Then he with all his puiflaunce dot]ſ{triue 
To ſtrike his owres, and mightily doth drive 
The hollow veſſel{ through the threatfull waue; 
Which gaping wide, to ſwallow them aliue 
In ti'hnge abyNeof his engulfing Graue, 

Doth rore at them in vaine, and with great terror raue. 

| 1:56 


They paſling by, that grieſly mouth did ſee, 
Sucking the Seas into his entralles deepe, 
That leem'd more horrible then hell to bee, 
Or that darke dreadfull hole of Tartare fteepe, 
Through which the damned ghoſts doen often creepe 
Backeto the world, bad liners to torment : 
But noughttharfalles into this direfull deepe, 
Ne that approcheth nigh thewide deſcent, 
May backereturne, but1s condemned to be drent. 


WY 5 
On th'other ſide, they ſaw thatperilous Rocke, 
Threatnivg it{ he on them to runnate, 
On whoſe ſharpe clifts the ribs of veſſels broke, 
And Thiucred ſhips, which had been wrecked late, 
Yet ſtuck, with carcaſſes gxanimare | 
Fluch; as hawng all their ſubſtance ſpent 
In wanton toies, and luſtes intemperate, 
Did afterwatds make ſhipwracke violent 
Both of theix life, and fame for euerfowly blent. 


8 

For thy, this bight The Rocke of vile Reproche, 
A dangerous and deteſtableplace, 
To which nor fiſh'norfowle did once approche, - 
But yelling Meawes, with Scagulles hoarſe and baſe, 
And Cormoyrants, with birds of rauenousrace, 
Which ſtill fate waiting on that waſtfull clift, 
For ſpoile of wretches, whoſe vahoppy caſe, 
Afﬀterloſt credite and conſumed thrift, 


Atlaſtthemdriuenhath to this deſpairefull drift. 


0 
The Palmer, ſeeing them in lafetic paſt, 
Thos ſaid; Bcholdth'enſamples1n our fights 
Of luſtfull luxury and thriftleſle waſte : 
Whatnow 1s lefrof miſcrablewights, 
Which ſpent their looſerdaies in lewd delights, 
Bat ſhame andſad reproche, hereto be red, 
By theſe rentreliques, ſpeaking their ill phghts ? 
Let all that liue;hereby be counſelled, 
To ſhunne Recke of Reproche, anditas death to dred. . 


I0 
So forth they rowed, and that Ferryman 


With his ſtiffe oares did bruſh the lea fo ſtrong, 
That the hoare waters from his frigot ran, 

And the hight bubbles daunced all along, | 
Whiles the ſalt brine out of the billowes ſprong. 
Ar laſt, far off they many Iſlands ſpie, 

On euery fide floting the floods emong : 
Thenſaid the knight, Loe, I the land deſctie; 


Therefore old Syre thy courſe do thereunto apply. 


It 


That may not be, ſaid then the Ferryman, 


Leaſt we vnweeting hap to be fordonne : 

For thoſe ſame Iſlands, ſeeming now and than, 

Are notfirme land, nor any certein wonne, 

But ſtraggling plots; which to and fro do ronne 

In the wide waters : therefore are they hight 

The wandring Iſlands. Thetefore do thei ſhonne: 
For they haueoft drawne many a wandring wight 


Into moſt deadly danger and diſtreſſed plight. 
IR 


> 
Yet well they ſeemeto him, that farre doth vow, 


Both faire and fruitful, and the ground diflpred 
With grathic greenof deleftablehew, 

And the tall trees with leaues apparelled, 

Are deckt with bloflomes dydein white and red, 
That mote the paſſengers thereto allure 

But whoſoeuer once hath faſtened 

His foot thereon, may neuer it tecure, 


But wandreth eyermoreyncertain and ynſute;, 


LE 5 
As th'Iſle of Delos whilome Siem report 


Amid th'Aegeanſea long time did ſtray, 
Ne madefor ſhipping any certaine porr, 
Till that Latona trauelling that way, 
Blying from 1«noes wrath and hard aflay, 
Other faire twins was there deliuered, 
Whichafterwards did rule thenightand day ; 
Thenceforthit firmly waseſtabliſhed, 


Andfor Apollees honour highly herried. 


I4 
They to him hearken, as beſeemeth meete, 


And paſſe on forward : ſo their way does ly, 
That one of thoſe ſame Iflinds which doefleer 
In the wide fea, they needes muſt paſſen by, 
Which ſeem'd fo ſweet and pleaſant to the eye, 
That it would tempt a man to touchen there : 
Vpon the bankthey ſitting dideſp 

A daintie damzell, drefling of her heare, 


By whom alitle skippet floting did appeare. 
. L5 
She, them eſpying, loud tothem gan call, 


Bidding them nigher drawevnto the ſhore ; 

For ſhe had cauſe to bufie them withall ; 

And therewith loudly laught : Butnathemore 
Wouldthey once turne , bor kept onas afore : 
Which when ſhe ſaw, ſheleft her lacks vadight, 
Andrunning to her boat withouten ore, 

From the departing land it launched light, 


And after them did driue with all her power and might. 
Whom 


+ 85 
+12Y 


16s THE SECOND BOOKE OF 


Cant. X11. 


WW | 
Whom ouertaking, ſhe in merry ſort 
Them gan to bord, and purpoſe diuerſly, 
Now faining dalliance and wanton ſport, 
Now throwing forth lewd words immodeſtly ; 
Till that the Palmer ganfull bitterly 
Her to rebuke, for beinglooſe and{; he: 

Which notabiding, but more ſcornetully 
Scoflng at him, that did herjuſtly wite, |, 
She turnd her bore about, and from ther rowed quite. 

ST 0565354352 9% Jofrt v9; 
That was the wanton Phedria, which late 


Did ferry him, ouerthe Ydlelakes 
Whom noughtre arding, they kept on their gate, . 
And all her yaine alluremeants did forlake , | 
When them the wary Boateman thus beſpake ; 
Here now Cane vs well to ayes 
And of our {afetie good heed to take ; 
For here before a perlous paſſage lyes, 
Where many Mermayds haunt, making falſe melodies. 
18 z 
But by the way, there is a great Quickſand, 
Ar a whirlepoole of raya 
Therefore, Sir Palmer, keep an cucnhand; 
. Fortwixt themboth the narrow way doth lic. 
Scarſe had be ſaid, whenhard at hand they ſpy 
That quick{and nigh, with water coucred; 
Bur by the checked waue they did deſcrie 
It plaine, and by the ſea diſcoloured : _ 
Itcalled was the quickſand of Ynthriftyhed. 


I 9 ' 

They, paſling by, agoodly Ship did ſee, 

Likes Gor fr with £55 \2-5. merchandize, 

And brauely furniſhed, as ſhip might be, 

W hich through great difauenture, or miſprize, 

Her ſelfe had runne into that hazardize ; 

Whoſe Mariners and Merchants with much toyle, 

Labour'd in vaineto haue recur'd their prize, 

And the rich wares to ſaue from pittious ſpoyle-: 
Bur neither toyle nor trauell might her backe recoyle. 


20 

On th'other fide ax ſce that perilous Poole, 

That called was the Whirlepoole of decay , 

In which full had with hapleſs doole 

Beene ſunke, of whom no memory did ſtay : 

Whoſe circled waters rapt with whirling ſway, 

Like ro areſtleſſewheele, ſtill ranning round, 

Did couet, as they paſſed by that waie, 

To draw the boat within the vtmoſt bound 
Of his wide Labyrinth, and thento haue them dround. 


LE: 

But th'heedfull Boateman ſtrongly foorth did ſtretch 
His brawnie armes, and all his body ſtrainc, 
That th'vtmoſt ſandy breach they ſhortly fetch, 
Whiles the draddanger does behind remaine. 
Suddaine they ſee, from midſt of all the Maine, 
The ſurging wattrs like a Mountaine riſe, 
And the great ſea puſt vp with proud diſdaine, 
To ſwell abouc the meaſure of his guiſe, : 

As threatning to deuoureall, thathis powre deſpiſe. 


22 
The waues come rolling, and the billowes rore 
Outragiouſly, as they enraged were ; 
Or wrathfull Neptwne did them driue before 
His whirling charer, for exceeding feare : | 
For, not one puffe of wind there didappeare, .. 
That all the three thereat woxe much affrayd, 
Vaoweeting whatſuch horrour ſtrange did reare.-. © 
Eftſoones they {aw an hydeous hoſt arrayd | ,,, 
Of huge Sea monſters, ſuch as liuing ſenſe diſmayd;' 


2 
Mott vgly ſhapes, and horrible aſpeCts, 
Such as Dame Natureſelfe motefeare to ſee, 
Or ſhame, that cuer ſhould ſo fowle defects 
From her moſt cunning hand eſcaped be; 
All dreadfull pourtraidts of deforminee : 
Spring-headed Hydraes, and ſea-ſhouldring Whales, 
Great whirlpooles, which all fiſhes make to flee, 
Bright Scolopendraes, arm'd withfiluer ſcales, 
Mighty Monoceros, with immeaſured tayles. 


The dreadfull Fiſh, that hath deſery'd the name _ 
Of Death, andl:ke him lookes in dreadfull hew, 
The griclly Waſlerman, that makes his game 
The flying ſhips with ſwiftnefſe topurſew, 
The horrible Sea-ſatyre, that doth ſhew 
His fearefull face in time of greateſt ſtorme, 
Huge Ziff, whom Mariners eſchew | 
No leſle then rackes (as travellers informe) . - - - 
And greedy Roſmarines with viſages deforme; | 


k | 
All theſe, and thouſand Ps Fs many more, 
And more deformed Monſters thouſand fold, . 
With dreadfull noiſe, and hollowromblingrore, - 
Cameruſhing in the fomy waues enrold, | 
Which ſcem'd to fly for feare, them to-behold ; 
Ne wonder, if theſe d1d the Knight appall; 
For, all that here on earth we Ireadfaltt hold, 
Be but as bugs to fearen babes withall, -,, -.. 
Comparcd to the Creatures in theſeas entrall. 


| _ x RES 

Fearce nought, then ſaid the Palmer well aurz'd; 
For, theſeſame Monſtersarenottheſeindeed, 
Butare into theſe fearcfull ſhapes diſguiz'd 
By that ſame wicked witch, to worke vs dreed,, 
And drawe from on this na x oa proceed, ,;., 
Tho, lifting vp his vertuous ſtate on hye, 
He ſmote - 5 {ea, which calmed was with ſpeed, 
And all that dreadfull Armie faſt gan flye 

Into great Tethys boſome, where they hiddenlye. 


27 ee 
uit from that danger, forth their courſe th 3? 
age, as they RE heard aruefull =y fep 
Of one, that wayld and pittifully wept, 
That through the ſeareſounding plaints did fly : 
At laſt they in an Iſland dideſpy . | 
A ſcemly Maiden, ſitting by the ſhore, 
That with greatſorrow, and {ad agony, 
Seemed ſome greatmiſfortuneto deplore, 
And lowd to them for ſuccour called cuermore» 
Which 
- 
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Which G«yor hearing, ſtreight his Palmer bade 
To. ſtere the boate towards thatdolefull Mayd, 
That he might knowe, and eaſe herſorrow lad: 
Who him auizing better, to him ſayd 3 
Faire Sir, be not diſpleas'd, if diſobayd : 

For ill it were to hearken to her cry ; 
For ſhe is inly nothing ill appayd, 
But onely womaniſh fine forgerie, 
Your {tubborne heart raffewith fraile infirmitie. 


2 
To which when ſhe your —_— hath inclin'd 
Through fooliſh pitrie , then her guilefull bayt 
She will emboſome deeper in your mind, 
And for your ruineat the laſt awayt. | 
The knight was ruled, and the PBoateman ſtrayt 
Held IS courle with ſtayed ſtedfaſtneſle, 
Ne cuer ſhrunke, ne eucrſoughtto bayt 
His tired armes for toyllome wearineſle, 
But with his oares did ſweepe the watry wilderneſle. 


30 
And now they nigh approchedto the ſted, 
Whereas thole Mermaids dwelt ; it was a ſtill 
And calmy bay, on th'one fide ſheltered 
With the broad ſhadow of an hoarie hill, 
On th'other fide an high rocke toured till, 
That rwixtthem both a pleaſant portthey made; 
And did like anhalfe Theatrefulfill: 
There thofe five ſiſters had continuall trade, 
And ys'd to bathe themſelues 1n that deceitfull ſhade. 


I 

They were faireLadies till ; 4 fondly ſtriv'd 

With th'Heliconian maides for mailtery ; 

Of whom they oucrcommen were'depriv'd 

Of their proud beautie, and th'one mo1 

Transform'd to fiſh, for their bold ſurquedry : 

But th'vpper halfe ther hew retained ſtill, 

And their ſweet skill1n wonted melody; 

Which euerafter they abus'd toall, _ 2 
T allureweake Trauellers, whom gotten they did fall: 


2 

So now to Guyon, as he paſſed by, 

Theirpleaſant tunes they ſweetly thus applide; 

O thou faire ſonne of gentle Faery, 

Thatartin mighty armes moſt magnifide 

Aboue all knights, that euer battell tride, 

O turne thy rudder hitherward awhile: 

Here may thy ſtorme-ber vellell ſafely ride; 

This 1s xl e Part of reſt from troublous toyle, 


The worlds ſweet In, from paine & weariſometurmoyle. 


With thar, the rolling ſea 2 din ſoft, 

In his big baſe them fitly anſwered , 

And on therocke the waues breaking aloft, 

A ſolemne Meane vnto them meaſured, 

The whiles ſweet Zephyrus lowd whiſteled 

His trebbleza ſtrange kind of harmonic; 

Which Guyons ſenſes ſoftly tickeled, 

Thathe the Boateman bad rowe eafily, x 
And lethim heare ſome part of theirraxemelodie. 


x 


But him that Palmer Goes vanitie, 
With tewperate aduile diſcouanſclled, 
That they it paſt, and ſhortly gandeſcry 
Theland, to which their courſe they leueled; 
When ſuddeinly a grofle fog oner-ipred 
With his dull vapour all thar deſert has, 
And heauens chearefull face ſes , 
Thatall things one, and one as nothing was, 
Andthis great Vniuerſe ſeem'd one confaitd maſs 


Thereat they greatly were "1 ne wiſt 
How to direct their way in darknefſe wide, 
Bur feard to wander in that waſtfull miſt, 
Forrombling into. miſchiefe vneſpide. 
Worle is the danger hidden, then deſcride. 
Suddeinly an innumerable flight "OT 
Of harmetull fowles,about them fluttering, cride, 
And with their wicked wings them oft did imughr, 
And ſore annoyed, gropipgin that grieſly night. 


Euen all the nation of vnfortunate ©...  _ + 
And farall birds about them flocked were, 

Such as by nature men abhorre and hate; 
Theill-fac't Owle, deaths dreadful] melſcn 7ere, 
The hoarſe Night-rauen, trump of Jolefulſdrere, 
The lether-winged Bat, dayes enemy, 

Theruefull Strich, ſtill waiting on thebere, 
The Whiſtler ſhrill, that whoſo heares, doth dy; 


The helliſh Harpies, Prophets of ſad deſtinic. 


7 | 
All thoſe, and all that elſe PF. horrour breed, ... 

About them flew, and fild their ſayles with feare: 

Yet ſtayd they not, but forward didproceed, 

Whiles th'one did rowe, and th'other ſtifly ſteare ; 

Till that atlaſt the weather gan to cleare, 

And the faire land it ſelfe did lainely ſhowe. 

Said then the Palmer, Lo where does appeare 
 Thefacred foile, where all our perils growe ; 
Therfore, Sir knight, your ready armes about you throwe. 

; 8 


He hearkned, and his em him tooke, 
The whiles the nimble boate ſo well her ſped, 
Thatwith her crooked keele the land ſhe ſtrooke, 
Then forth the noble Guyor (allied,, . | 
And his ſage Palmer, that him gouerned ; 
But th'other by hs boate behind did ſtay. = 
They marched farely forth, of nought ydred, 
Both firmely armd for cuery hard 23 

With conſtancie and care, gainſt danger and diſmay, 


39 
Erelong they heard at hideous bellowing | 
Of many beaſts, thatr parde ouraggonly's 
As if that Tae ory or Yenes ſting 


Had them enraged with fell ſurquedyy 3 _ 

Yer noughtr they feard, but paſt on hardily, 

Vntill they camein view of thoſe wilde beaſts : 

Who all at once, gaping full greedily, 
 Andrearing fiercely their vpitarting creſts, _ 
Ran towards, todcuouretholevncxpetted giielts, 


8 FRM 
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4 
But ſoone as they apivocky] with deadly threat * **''* 
The Palmer over them his ſtaffe ypheld, *'- © 
His mighty ſtaffe,that could all charmes defear: 
Etrſoones their ſtubborne courages were queld, 
And high advaunced crefts downe meekely feld: 
In ſtead of fraying, they themlclues did feare, 
And trembled, as them paſſing they beheld: © 
Such wondrous powre did in that ſtaffe appeare, 
All monſterstofubdaeto him that did it beare.! '+ 
, 4t: 
Of that ſame wood it fran'd was cunningly 
Of which Caduceus whiloiniewas made; 

, Caduceus, the fot of Mitepry, ' : ny 
With which hewonts the Stygianrealmes invade, | 
Throughgaflyhotrour, and erernall ſhade; | 
Th'infernall fiends with ithe can afſwage, ' + 
And Orcs tame; whom nothing can perſwade, 
And rule the Furies, when they moſt doe rage : 

Such vertucin his ſtiffe had eke this Palmer ſage. 


| 42 

Thence paſſing forth, they ſhortly docarriue, 
Whereas the Bowre of Blifſe was ſituate; 
A place pickt out by choice of beſt alive, | 
That Natures worke by artcarimitite : 
In which what=eucrin this worldly ftare- = 
Is ſweet, and pleaſing vnto living ſenſe, 
Or that may daintieſtfantafie aggrare, 
Waspoured forth with plentiful dif pence, 

And made there to abound withlauifh affluence. 


2 x ' "(ER 
Goodly it wasencloſed old about, 

Afell their entred gueſts rokerpewithin, 

As thoſevnruly beaſts to hold without; 

Yerwas the fence thereof bur weake and thin: © 
Nought feard their force, that fortilagetowin, ' 
But wiſeJoms powre, and temperances might, ' ' 
By which the mightieſt things efforced bin : © 
And cke the gate was wrought of ſubſtance light, | 

'Rather forpleature, then for batteryorfight. | 
| REY | 
It framed was of precious uory, | 

T har ſecm'd a worke of admirable wit; 

Ah therein all the famous hiſtory 

Of Iaſon and Medea was yWritz” | | 

Her mighty charmes, her turious lowing fir, 

His gaodly conqueſt of the golden fleece, 
His falſed farth, and loue too lightly flit, 
The wondred Argo,which in vent'rous peece 

Firſt through the Euxineſeas boreal the flowr of Greece. 


EDT” TOS 
Ye might haue ſecne the frothy billowes fry 
Vader the ſhip 4s thorough them ſhewent, 
That ſeem'd the waues were into yuory, 
Or yuory jngb ewaucs were The? 
And other where the ſnowy ſubſtanceſprenr, 
With'vermelllike the boyes bloud therein ſhed, 
A pitious ſpeRtacle did Ni ron WP £ ©; 
And otherwhiles with gold heſpriokeled; LOST: 
_ It. lſcemd th'enchaunted flame, winch did Creliſa wed: 


——— 


6 
All this, and more mj Sieber that goodly gate 
Be read; that euer open ſtood to all, 
Which thither came : but inthe Porchthere ate 
A comely perſonage of ſtatute tall, 
And ſcmblaunce pleaſing, more then natarall, 
That Trauellersto hiniſcem'd to entiſe; 
Has looſer garment tothe ground did fall, 
And flew about his heeles in wanton wile, 
Not fitfor ſpeedy paſe, or thanly exerciſe. 


= - 
They in thatplace him Genizs did call : 
Not that celeſtiall powre, to whom the care 
£ life, and generation of all 
Tharliues, pertaines, in chargeparticular, 
Who wondrous things concerning our welfare, 
And ſtrange phantomes doth ler vs oftforeſce, 
And oft of fecret ill bids vs beware : 
That is ourSelfe; whom though we doenotſee, 
Yet each doth in himſc|feirt well perceiue to bee. 
48 
Therefore a God him ſage Antiquity 
Did wiſely make, and good Agdiſtescall : 
But this ſame was to thatquite contrary, 
The foe of life, that good enuyes to all, 
Thar ſecretly doth vs procure to fall, 
Through gwlefull ſemblagars, which he makes vs ſee. 
He of this Gardin had the gouernall, | 
And Pleafutes porter was deuiz'd to be, 
Holding aſtaftein hand for more formahitee. 


ry 49 IN 
With diuerſe flowres he daintily was deckt, 
And ſtrowed round abour, and by his fide 
A mighty Mazer bowle of wine wasſet, 
As if 1thad to him been ſacrifide ; 
Whetewith all new-come gueſts he gratifide: 
So did he eke Sir Gyyon paſſing by : 
But he his idle curtehie dehhde, 
And ouerthrew his bowle diſdainefully ; 
And broke his ſtaffe, with which he charmed ſemblants fly. 


50. 
Thus being entred, they behold around 
A large and ſpacious plaine, on euery ſide 
Strowed with pleaſance, whoſe faire graflie ground 
Mantled with greene, and gory beautifide' 
With all the Ornaments of Floraes pride, 
Whercwith her mother Art, as halfe in ſcorne 
Of niggard Nature, likea pompous Pride 
Did decke her, and too lauiſhly adorne, (morne, 
When forth from virgin bowreſhecomesinth'carly 
51 
Theretc the Heavens alwaies Toniall, 
Lookt on them louely, ſtill in ſtedfaft ſtate, 
Ne ſuffred ftorme nor froſt on them to fall, 
Their tender buds or leaues toviolate, 
Nor ſcorching heat, nor cold intemperate 
T'affli&& the creatures, which therein did dwell, 
But the milde aire with ſeaſon moderate 
Gently attempred, and diſpos'dfo well, 
That ſtill it breathed forth feet ſpirit & holelome ſmell. 
More 
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52 
More ſweet and wholſome, then the pleaſant hill 
Of Rhodope,on which the Nymph that bore 
A giant babe, her ſeltefor griete did kill; 
Or the Thellalian Tempe, where of yore 
Faire Daphne, Phebus hart with loue did gore; 
Or Ida, where the Gods lov'd to repaire, 
Whcen-eucr they ther heauenly bowres forlore ; 
Or ſweet Parnaſſe, the haunt of Mules faire 
Or Eden, if that ought with Z4ca mote compaire. 


5 

Much wondred Guyon at defies alpe&t 

Of that ſiveet place, yet ſuffred no dehght 

To ſinke into his ſenſe, nor mind MR: 

Bur paſled forth, and lookt (till forward right, 

Bridling his will, and maiſtering his might: 

Till that he came vnto another gate, 

No gate, but like one, becing goodly dight 

With boughes and branches, ih did broad dilate 
Their claſping armes, in wanton wreathings intricate, ' 


54 
$o faſhioned a Porch with rare deuile, 
Archt over head with an embracing Vine, 
Whoſe bunches hanging downe, leem'd to entice 
All paſſers by, to taſte their luſhious wine, 
And d1d themfelues into their hands inchne, 
As frecelic offering to be gathered : 
Some _ empurpled as the Hyacint, 
Some as the Rubine, laughung tweetly red, 
Some like faire Emeraudes, notyet weil ripened. 


F5 | RE. 

And them amongſt, ſome were of burniſht gold, 

So made by art, to beautifie the relt, 

Which did themſeclues cmongſt the leaues enfold, 

As lurking from the view of coucrous guelt, 

That the weake boughes, with ſo rich load opprelt, 

Did bow adowne, as over-burdened. 3h) 

Vaderthart Porch a comely Dame did reſt, 

Clad infaire weedes, bur foule diſordered, 


And garments loole, that ſcem'd vamecr for womanhed. 


56 
In her lefthand a Cup of gold ſhe held, 
And with her right the riper fruit did reach, 
Whoſe ſappy liquor that with fulnefſefweld, | 
Into her cup ſhe {cruz'd, with dainty breach 
Of herfinefingers, withoutfoule empeach, 
Thar ſo-fayre wine-prefſe mide the wine more ſweet : 
Thereof ſhe vs'd to giue to drinke to each, 
Whom paſſing by ſhe happened to meer : 
It was her guiſe, all Strangers goodly lo to greet. 


T\ 

So ſheeto Guyon offred it E taſte; _.. 

VVho taking it out of her tender hond, 

The cup to ground did violently caſt, 

Thatall in peeces it was broken fond, 

And with the liquor ftained all the lond : 

V Vhereat Excejjeexceedingly was wroth, 

Y<rno'tcthe ſame amend, ne yet withſtond, 

But ſufficd him to pale, all were ſheloth; 
Who,notregarding hcr diſpleaſure, forward go'th, 


8 

T here the moſt dainty Paradiſe on ground, 

It ſelte doth ofter to his fober eye, 

In which all pleaſures plentioufly abound, 

And none does others Lappineſſe envy : 

The painted flowres, the trees vpfhooting hie, 

The dales for ſhade, the hilles for breathing ſpace, 

The trembling groues, the Cryſtallrunning - 3 

And that, which all faire works doth moſt ag graces 
The art,which all that wrought, appeared in no place. 


One would haue thought (6 cunntaphy therude 

And {corned parts were mingled with the fine) 
That Nature had for wantonneſle enſude 
Art, and that Artat Nature did repine; 
So ſtriuing each th'other to vndermine, 
Each did the others worke more beautifie; 
So differing both in willes, agreedin fine: 
So all agreed through fweet diuerſitic, 

This Garden to adorne with all varictic. 


60 
 Andinthe midſt of all, a Fountaine ſtood, 


Of richeſt ſubſtance that on earth might bee, 

So pure and ſhiny,that the filyer flood 

Through euery channel| running oue might ſee 3 
Moſt goodly it with pure imageree 

Was over-wrought, and ſhapes of naked boyes, 
Of which ſome leem'd with liuely 1ollitce 

To fly about, playing their wanton toyes, 


Whilſt others did themliclues embay inl1quid ioyes. 
6 


I 
And over all, of pureſt gold was ſpred 
A trayleof Ivic in his native hew : 
For, the rich merall was ſo coloured, 
That wight, who did notwell avis'd it view, 
Would ſurcly deemeitro be Ivietrue : 
Lowe his laſciuious armes adowne did creepe; 
That themſclues dipping in the filver dew, 
Their fleecie flowres they tenderly did ſteepe, 
Which drops of Cryſtall ſeem'd for wantonneſle to weepes 
: 62 


Infinite ſtreames continually did well © 
Our of this Fountaine, ſweetand faireto ſee, 
The which into an ample Laver fell, 
And ſhortly grew to ſo great quantitie, 
Thatlike alittle lake it ſcem'd to bee; 
Whoſe depth exceeded not three cubits hight, . 
That throughthe waues one might the botrom ſee, 
| Allpav'd beneath with Iafpar ſhining gps. 
Thatſcem'd the Fountaine 1n that Sea did fayleypright, 
| 6 
And all the margentround 5+ was ſet, 
With ſhady Laurell trees, thence to defend 
Theſunny beames, which on the billowes bet, 
And thofewhich therein bathed, mote offend. 
As Guyon hapned by the ſame to wend, 
Two naked Damzelles he therein eſpyde, 
Which therein bathing, ſeemed to contend, 
Ard wreſtle wantonly, necar'd to hide | 
Their dainty pargs from view of any which them cyde. 
L. | Some- 
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64 
Some-times, the one would lift the other quight 
Aboue the waters, and then downe againe 
Her plonge, as over-maiſtered by might, 
Where both awhile would couered remaine, 
And each the other from to riſe reſtraine ; 
The whiles their ſnowy limbes, as through a ele, 
So through the Cryſtall waues appeared plaine : 
Then ſuddainly both would themſfelues vahele, 
Andth'amarous ſweet ipayics to greedy eyes reuele. 


As that faire Starre, the meſſenger of morne, 

His deawy face out ofthe ſea doth reare: 

Or as the Cyprian Goddeſle, newly borne 

Of th'Oceans fruitfullfroth, did firſt appeare : 

Such ſeemed they, and ſo their yellow heare 

Cryſtalline humour dropped downe apace. 

Whom ſuch when Guyonſaw, he drew him neare, 

And ſome-what gan relenthis earneſt paſlc, 

His ſtubborne breaf gan ſecretpleaſance to embrace. 
66 
The wanton Maidens him eſpying, ſtood 

Gazing awhile at his vynwoated guiſe ; 

Then . wes her ſelfe lowe ducked 1n the flood, 

Abaſhr, thather a ſtranger did aviſe : 

But th'other, rather higher did ariſe, 

And her two lilly paps aloft diſplayd, 

And allthatmight his melting hart entiſe 

To her delights, ſhe vato him bewrayd : 

Thereſt hid vaderneath, him more defirous made. 
67 
With that, the other likewiſe vp aroſe; 

And herfairelocks, which Ginady were bound 

Vpin one knot, ſhe lowe adowne didlofe : 

Which, flowing 'ong and thick,her cloth'd around, 

And th'Iuorie1n golden mantle gownd : 

So that faire ſpeftacle from him was reft, 

Yet that which reftit, noleſle faire was found: 
 Sohidinlotks and waues fromlookers theft, 
Nought but her loucly face ſhefor his looking left. 

| 68 


Withall ſhe 1:ughed, and ſhee bluſhr withall, 

That bluſhingro her laughter gaue more grace, 

And laughrer to her bluſhing, as did fall : 

Now when they ſpyde the knight to lack his paſe, 

Them to bchold, and in his ſparkling face 

The ſecret fignes of kindled luſt appeare, 

Their wanton meriments they did encreaſc, 

And to him beckned, to approche more neare, | 
And ſhewd him many fights,that courage cold couldreare. 

| 6 


On which when gazioghim the Palmerſaw, 
He much rebuk't thoſe wandring £59 of his, 
And (counſeld well) him forward thence did draw. 
Now arethey come nigh to the Bowre of bliſs 
Of her fond fauorites fo nam'd amils : 
When thus the Palmer ; Now Sir, well aviſe; 
For, heerethe end of all ourtrauell is : 
Heere wonnes Acraſia, whom we muſt ſurpriſe, 
Elſe ſhe will ſlip away, andall our drift deſpile. 


-AS 


GEPees—— —_— 


O 


7 
Eftſoones they heard a moſt melodious ſound, 


Of all that motedelight a dainty care, 
Such as attonce mialn noton luing ground, 
Saue1n this Paradiſe, be heard el{where : 
Right hard it was for wight which did it heare, 
To read what manner muiick that mote bee ; 
For,all that pleaſing is to l1uing eare, 
Was there conſorted in one harmonee, 

Birds, voyces, inſtruments, windes, waters, all agree. 


| 71 

The ioyous birds, ſhrouded in cheareful ſhade, 
Theirnotes vmo the voyceattempred ſweet; 
Th'Angelicall ſoft trembling voyces made 
To th'inſtruments divine reſpondence meet : 
The filuer ſounding inſtruments did meer 
With the baſe murmure of the waters fall : 
The waters fall with difference diſcreet, 
Now ſoft, now loud, vato the wind did call : 

The gentle warbling wind lowe anſwered to all. 


72 

There, whence that Muſick ſeemed heard to bee, 
Was the faire Witch, her ſelfe now ſolacing 
With anew Louer, whom through forceree 
And witchcraft, ſhefrom farre did thither bring : 
Thereſhe had him nowlayd aſlumbering, 
In ſecret ſhade, after long wantonioyes : 
Whil'ſt round about them pleaſantly did ſing 
Many faire Ladies, and laſciuious boyes, 

That cuer muxt theirſong with light licentious toyes, 


7 
And all the while, rightoyer Pim ſhe hong, 
With her falſe eyes faſt fixed in his ſight, 
As ſeeking medicine, whence ſhe was ſtong, 
Or you y depaſturing delight: 
And oft inclining downe with kifles light, 
For feare of waking him, his lips bedewd, 
And through his humid eyes did ſuck his ſpright, 
uite molten into luſt and pleaſurelewd ; 


Where-with ſhe fighed (oft, as if his caſe ſhe rewd. 


7 

The whiles, ſome one did A atnedkia louelylay; 
Ah ſee, whoſofaire thing dooſt faineto ee, 
In ſpringing flowre the 1mmage of thy day ; 
Ah ſce the Virgin Roſe, how ſweetly ſhee 
Doth firſt peepe foorth with baſhfull moadeſtee, 
TharfFayrerſcemes, thelefle yee ſec her may ; 
Lo, ſeeſoane after, how more bald and free 
Her bared bolome ſhe doth broad diſplay; 

Lo, ſce ſoone after, how ſhe fades and falles away. 

75 

So paſſeth, inthe paſſingof a day, 
Of morrtall life the leafe, the bud, the lowre, 
Ne more doth flouriſh after firſt decay, 
That earſt was ſoughtto deck both bed and bowre 
Of many a Lady, and many a Paramoure: 
Gather therefore the Roſe, whilſt yet is prime, 
For, ſoone comes age; that will her pride deflowre: 
Gather the Roſe of loue, whilſt yer1s time, 

Whilſt louing thou mayſt loued be with equall crime. 


He 
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He ceaft, and then gan all the quire of birds 

Their diuerſe notes t'attune vnto his lay, 

As inapprouance of his pleaſing words. 

The conſtant paire heard all thathe did ſay, 

Yet ſwarued not, but kepttheir forward way, 

Through many couert __ and thickets cloſe, 

In which they creeping did at laſt diſplay 

That wanton Ladie, with her Louer loſe, 
VVhoſcſlecpy head ſhein her lap did ſoft diſpoſe. 


T7 
Vpon a bed of Roſes ſhe was layd, 
As faint through heat, or dight to pleaſant fin, 
And was arrayd, or rather dilarrayd, 
All in aveile of filke and filver thin, 
Thar hid no whither alablafter skin, 
But rather ſhewd more white, if more might bee : 
Moreſubtile web Arachne cannot ſpin, 
Nor the fine ncts, which oft we wouen ſee 
Of icorched deaw, doe notin th'aire morelightly flee. 
78 
Her ſnowy breaſt was bareto ready ſpoyle 
| Ochungryeyes, which n'ote there-with be fild ; 
And yetthrough languour ofher late {weet toyle, 
Few drops, more clcare then NeCtar, forth diſtild, 
That like pure Orient pearles adowne it trild: 
And her fayre eyes ſweet ſmyling in delight, 
Moyſtened their ficrie beames, with which ſhe thrild 
Fraile harts, yet quenched not; like ſtarry light 
Which ſparkling on the ſilent waues, does ſeeme more 
The young man ſleeping by her, ſeem'd to bee 
Some goodly ſwayne of honourable place, 
That certes it greatpitty was to ſee 
Him his nobilitie ſo foule deface; 
A ſweet regard, and amiable grace, 
Mixed with manly ſternnefle did appeare 
Yer ſleeping, in lus well proportiond face, 
And on his tender lips the downy haire 
Did now but freſhly ſpring, and filken bloſſoms beare. 
80 


His warlike al the idle 009-0 
Ofſleepin iſe) were hon natree, 
And 24. reds (Full of _.- x-ray 
Was foully ras't, that nonethe ſignes might ſce; 
Ne for them, ne for honour carcd hee, 
Ne ought that did to his advauncement tend, 
But in lewd loues, and waſtefull luxuree, 
His daycs, his goods, his body he did ſpend : 

O horrible enchauatmenr, thathim ſo did blend ! 


81 
The noble Elfe, and carefull Palmer drew 
So mph them (minding nought bur luſtfull game) 
Thar ſuddaine forth they on them ruſht, and threw 
A ſubtilenet, which onely for the ſame 
The skilfull Palmer formally did frame. 
So held them vnder faſt, thewhiles the reſt 
Fled all away for feare of fouler ſhame. 
The faire Enchauntreſle, ſo vawares oppreſt, 


Tyde all her arts, and all her leights, thence our to wreſt. Bur let vs hence depart, whilſt weagher ſerues and wind. 
The end of the ſecond Books. L 2. 


82 
And eke her Louer ſtroue: but all in vaine ; 
For, that ſame net fo cunningly was wound, 
, That neither guile nor force might ir diſtraine. | 
They tooke them both, & both them ſtrongly bound 
In captive bands, which therethey ready fond : 
Bur her in chaines of Adamant he tyde; | 
For nothing elſe might keepe her ſafe and ſound; 
But Yerdant (fo he hight) heſoone vntyde, 
And counſellfage in ſteed thereof to him applide. 
8 


Bur all thoſe pleaſant bowres and Palace brauc, 
Guyon broke downe, with rigour pittileſle 
Ne ought their goodly workmanſhip mightſaue 
Them from the tempeſt ofhis wrathfulneſle, 
But that their blifſe he turn'd to balefulneſle : 
Their Groues hefeld, their Gardens did deface, 
Their Arbers ſpoyld, their Cabinets ſuppreſle, 
Their ar Ee 27 burne, their buildings race, 

And of the fayreſt late, now made the fouleſt place. 


84 

Then led they her away, and cke that knight 

They with them led, both ſorrowfull and ſad : 

The way they came, theſamereturnd they right, 

Till they arriued where they lately had 

Charm'd thoſe wild-beaſts, that rag'd with fury mad. 

VVhich now awaking, fierce at them gan fly, 

As intheir miſtrefle reskew, whom they lad; 

But them the Palmer ſoone did pacifie. (didlie. 
Then Guyon askt, what meant thoſe beaſtes vyhich there 


Said hee, Theſe ſeeming beaſtes are men indeed, 
Whom this Enchauntreſſe hath transformed thus, 
Whylome her Louers, which her luſts did feed, 
Now turncd into figures hideous, 
According to their mindes like monſtruous. 
Sad end, quoth he, of life intemperate, 
And mournefull meede of ioyes delicious : 
But Palmer, f it mote thee ſo aggrate, 

Let them returned be ynto their former ſtate. 


86 
Straight-way he with his vertuous ſtaffe them ſtrooke, 
And ſtraight of beaſts they comely men became; 
Yet becing men,they did vnmanly looke, 
And aſtly, ſome for inward ſhame, 
And ſome for wrath, to ſee their captiue Dame 2 
But oneaboue thereſtin ſpeciall, 
That had an hog been late (hight Grille by name) 
 Repinedgreatly, and did him miſcall, 
That had from hoggiſh forme him brought to naturall, 
9. 


: 7 
Said Guyon, See the mind of beaſtly man, 
Thar hath fo ſoone forgotthe excellence 
Ofhis creation, when he life began, 6 
That now he chooſerh with vile difference, 
To bea beaſt, and lacke intelligence. 
To whom the Palmerthus, The dunghill kind 
Delights in filth and foule incontinence : 
Let Grill be Grill, and hauc his hoggiſh mind, 
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THE LEGENDE OF BRITOMARTIS. 


OR 
Of Chaflities. 


I 
T falles me heere to write of Chaſtitie, 
FI That faireſt vertue, farre aboue the reſt ; 
OZ For which what needs mefetch from Faery 
M Forraine enſamples, it to haue expreſt ? 
Sat) Sith itis ſicined in my Soueraignes breſt, 

And form'd fo lively in cach perfeC part, 

Thatto all Ladies, which haue it profeſt, 

Need butbehold the pourtraiCt of her hart, 
If pourtraydit might be by any ling art. 

2 


>" 


A 
-—_ /< 


But liuing art may not leaſt part expreſle, 
Nor i--reſerabling pencill it can paint, 
All were it Zeuxis or Praxiteles : 

_ His dzdale hand would faile, and greatly faint, 

And herperfeCtions with his error taint : 
Ne Poets wit, that paſſeth Painter farre 
In piQturing the parts of beautie daint, 
So hard a workmanſhip adventure darre, 

For feare through want of words her excellence to matre; 


How then ſhall T, FORT} of the skill, 
Thatwhylomein diuineſtwits did raigne, 
Preſumeſo high to ſtretch mine Kine quill 
Yet now my luckleſle lotdoth me conſtraine 


Heere-to perforce. But ©, drad Soueraigne, 
Thus farre forth pardon, fith thar che ' 
Cannot your glorious pourtraict figure plaine 
That I in colourd ſhowes may ſhadow it, 


And antique praylſes ynto preſent perſons fit. 


But if in liuin o colours, adricht hew, 
Your ſelfe you covertto ſee piftured, 
Who can it doe moreliuely, or more trew, 
Then that ſweetverſe, with Ne&ar ſprinkeled, 
. In which a gracious ſeruaunt pictured 
His Cynthia, his heauens faireitlight 
'That with his melting {weetneſſerauiſhed, 
And with the wonder of herbeamez bright, 
My ſenſes lulled arein lumber of delight. 


5 
But let that ſame delicious Poet lend 
A little leaue vnto a ruſticke Muſe, 
Tofſipg his Miſtrefle praiſe; and lethim mend, 
If ought amiſs her liking may abuſe: 
Ne let his fayreſt Cynthia refuſe, 
In mirrours more then one her ſelfe to ſee; 
But eyther Gloriana let her chule, 
Orin Belphebe faſhioned to bee : 
In th'one her rule, in th'other her rare chaſtitee. 


L 3: Cant. 


| SS 4 EIFS; 


CESS VET AE EZD; 
Poe.  <tos-2- = pw, 
1.0 = IT ; me. —> , 


Canto L 


Guyon encountreth Britomart, 


"faire Florimell is thaced: 
Dueſſaes trames aud MateraFtacs 
champions are defaced. 
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I 5 
J He famous Briton Prince and Faery knight, Which ſeeing good Sir Guyon, deare befoughr 
' After "_"s wayes & perilous paines endured, The Prince of grace, to Jet him runne thatturne. 
Having their weary limbes to perfeCt plight He graunted: then the Faery quickly raught 
El Reſtor'd, & lory wounds right wellrecured, His poynant ſpeare, and tharpely ganto ſpurne 
Vl] Of the faire Alma greatly were procured His fomy ſteed, whole fiery fecte did burne 
To make there lenger ſojourne and abode; The yerdant grafle, as hethereon did tread; 
But when thereto they might notbe allured, ._ Nedid the other backe his footereturne, 
From ſeeking praiſe, and deeds of armes abroade, But fiercely forward came withouten dread, 


They courteous CODge rooke, and forth together yode. And bent his dreadfull ſpeare againſt the others head 
c—— 6 , 


2 
But the captiu'd Acrafia hee ſent, | They beene ymet, and both their poyntsarriued, 
Becauſe of traucll long,a nigher way, | But G#yor droue ſo furious and fell; 
” With a ftrong gard, all reskewto prevent, Tharſcem'd both ſhicld and plateir would hayeriued ; 
And her to Facry-courtlafe to conuay,. Nathcleſle, it bore his foe notfrom his fell, 
That her for witneſſe of his hard aſlay, | Bur made him ſtagger, as he werenotwell ; 
Vnto his Faery Queene he might preſent: But G« yon ſelfe, ere well he was aware; 
But he himſelfe betooke another way, Ni gh a ſpeares length behind his crouper fell, 
To make more triall of his hardiment, Yet in his fall ſo well himſelfe he bare, 
And ſecke adyentures, as he with Prince Arthur went. That miſchieuous miſchaunce his life &limbes did ſpare. 
| Fino wth | 
Long ſo they trauelled throngh waſtefull wayes, Greatſhame and ſorrow of that fall heetooke 
Where dangers dwelt, and perils moſt did wonnc, For neuer yet ſince warlike armes he bore, 
To hunt for glorie and renowmed praiſe; And ſhivering ſpeare in bloudy field firſt ſhooke, 
Full many Countries they did over-runne, He found himſelfe diſhonoured fo ſore. 
From the vptiſing to the ſetting Sunne, Ah gentleſt knight that euer armour bore, 
And many hard adventures did atchieue; Let not thee grieuediſmountedto haue beene, 
Of all the which they honour cuer wonne, And brought to ground, that neuer waſt before ; 
Secking the weake oppreſled torelieue, For, not thy fault, butſecret powre vnſeene, 
And to recouer rightfor tuchas wrong did grieue. That ſpeare enchaiited was > whuch laid thee on the Greene, 
4 | 
At laſt, as through an open Plaine they yode, But weenedſtthou what wight thee overthrew, 
They ſpydea knight, that towards pricked faire, Much greater griefe and ſhamefuller regrer 
And him beſide an aged Squire there rode, For thy hard fortune thenthou wouldſtrenew, 
Thatſeem'd to couch ynder his ſhield three-ſquare, That of a fingle Damſell thou wert met 
As if that age badehim thatburden ſpare, On equall Plaine, and thereſo hard beſet ; 
And yield it thoſe, that ſtouter could itwield: Euen the famous Britomart it was, 
He them eſpying, gan himſelfe © 9 Whom ſtrange adventure did from Britaine fer, 
Andon his arme addrefle his goodly ſhield To ſeeke her Louer (loue farreſoughtalas) 
That bore a Lyonpaſlant in a golden field. Whoſe umageſhe had ſcene in Yewwe looking glaſs. 


Full 
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Full of difdainefull wrath, "4 fierce vp-roſe, 
For to revenge thatfoule reprochefull ſhame, 
And ſnatchiog his bright ſword, beganto clofe 
With her on toote, and ſtoutly forward came; 
Die rather would he then endure thatſame. 
Which when his Palmer ſaw, he gan to feare 
His toward perill and vatoward blame, 
Which by that new rencounter he ſhould reare: 
For,death ate on the point of that enchaunted ſpearc. 
10 
And haſting towards him, gan faire perſwade, 
Not to prouoke misfortune, nor to weene ' 
His ſpeares default ro mend with cruell blade ; 
For, by his mighty Science he had ſeene 
Theſecrervertue of that weapon keene, 
Thar mortall puiflance mote not withſtond : 
Nothing on earth mote alwaies happy beene. 
Great hazard were it, and adventure fond, 
Toloſe long gotten honour with one cuill hond. 
II 
By ſuch good meanes he him diſcounſelled, 
From proſecuting his reuenging rage; 
And eke the Prince |ike treaty handeled, 
His wrathfull will with reaſon to allwage; 
And laid the blame, nor to his carriage, 
But to his ſtarting ſteed, thar ſwaru'd aſide, 
Andto theill purveyance of his page, 
That had his furnitures notfirmely ride ; 
So is his angry courage fairely pacitide. 
I2 
Thus reconcilement was betweene them knit, 
Through goodly temperance, and affeftion chaſte, 
And either vow'd with alltheir powre and wit, 
' Toletnot others honour be defac't 
Of friend or foe, who cuer it embas't, 
Ne armies to beate againſt the others fide : 
In which accord the Prince was allo plac't, 
And with that golden chaine of concord tyde. 
So goodly all apreed, they forth yfere did ryde. 


I 

O goodly viage of thoſe hc LN times ! 
In which the ſword was ſeruaunr vnto right; 
When notfor malice and contentious crimes, 
But all for praiſe, and proofe of manly might, 
The Marnall brood accuſtomed to fight: 
Then honour was the meed of victorie, 
And yerthe vanquiſhed had no deſpight:; 
Let later age thar noble vie envie, 

Vile rancour to avoyd, and cruell ſurquedry. 


I4 

Long they thus trauelled in friendly wiſe, 
Through countries waſte, and eke well cdifyde, 
Secking adventures hard, to exerciſe 
Their puiſſance, whylomefull dernely tryde: 
Atlength they came into a forreſt wide, 
Whoſe hideous horror andſad trembling ſound 
Full griefly ſecem'd : Therein they long didride, 


Yet traCt of liging creatures none they found, 


Sauc Beares, Lyons, & Buls, which romed them around; 


I | 
All ſuddenly out of the thicket bruſh, 
Vpon a milke-white Palfrey all alone, 
A goodly Lady did foreby themruſh, 
Whoſe face did feeme as cleare as Cryſtall ſtone, 
And eke (n—_ feare) as white as Whales bone: 
Her garments all were wrought of beatengold, 
And all her ſteed with tinſell trappings ſhone, 
Which fled ſo faſt, tharnothing mote him hold, 
And ſcarcethem leaſure gaue, her paſſing to behold. 
6 : 


I 

Still as ſhe fled, hereye ſhe backward threw, 
As fearing cuill, that purſewd herfaſt; 
And her faire yellow locks behind herflew, 
Looſely difperſt with puffe of euery blaſt : 
All as a blazing ſtarredoth farre our-caft 
His hairie bearnes, and flaming locks diſlpred, 
At fight whereof thepeople ſtand agaſt: + -- 
But the ſage Wiſard telles (as he has read) | 


That itimportunes death, and dolefull drenhead, 


17 
So, as they gazed after her avyhilej:@ . 
Lo, where a griſly Foſterfoorth did ruſh, 
Breathing our beaſtly luſt herto defile : 
His tyreling 1ade he fiercely forth didpuſh, | 
Through thicke and thin, both over banke and buſh, 
In hope her to attaine by hooke or crooke, 
That from his gorie fides the bloud did guſh : 
Large were his _—_ and terrible his looke, 
Andin his ctowniſh hand a ſharpe bore-ſpeare he ſhooke. 
18 
Which outrage when thoſe vary knights did ſee, 
Full ofgreatenvie and fell icaloufie; | 
They ſtayd-not toaviſe who firſt ſhould bee, 
Bur all ſpurdiafter faſt, as they mote fly, 
Toreskew herfrom ſhamefull villany.” 
The Prince and Guyon equally byliue + 
Her ſ{elfe parſewd, in hope to win thereby 
Moſt goodly meed, thefayreſt Dame 4lue : 
Bur after the foule Foſter Tixias did firiue.:- 


1 

The whiles faire Britomart, Whoſe conſtant mind; 
Would notſo lightly follow beauties chace, 
Nereckt of Ladies loue, did ſtay behind, 
And them awaited there a certaine ſpace; | 
To weet if they would turne backeto thatplace : 
But when ſhee faw-therh gone, ſhe forward wenr; 
As lay her journey, threugh that perlous Pace; 

With ſtedfaſt courage arid ſtout hardiment ; 
Ne cuillthing ſhe fear'd;ne enill thing ſhe ment: 


20 
Atlaſt, asnigh'our of the wood ſhe came, 

A ſtately Caſtle farre alway ſhe ſpyde, --- 

To whack berſteps'diteRtly ſhe did frame. 

That Caſtle was moſt goodlyedifyde, © 

Andplac't for pleaferenigh dar forreſt fide ; 

But faire before the'@ate a ſpatious Plaine, 

Mantled with xe; it felte did fpredden wide; 

On which ſhe {aw fixeknights, that did darraine | 
Ficrce battaile againſt one, with crucll might and maine. , 

E 4. Mainely 
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21 
Mainely they all attonce ypon him layd, 
And fore belet on euery {ide around, 


Thatnigh he breathlefle grow, et nought 


Ne euer to them yielded foot of ground. 


All had he loſt much bloud through many a wound, 


But ſtoutly dealthis blowes, and-cuery way 

To which he turned .in his wrathfull ſtound, 

Made them'recoyle,and fly from drad decay, 
That none ofall the fixe, before him duritaſlay : 


22. 5:3 
Like daſtard Cures, thathauing at a 4 | 
The ſalvage beaſt emboſtinwearie chace, 


Dare not adveriture'on theſtubborne pray, 
Ne byte before, but romefromplaceto place, 


To geta ſnatch, when turned is his face. 
In ſuch diftrefſe and doubttullicopardy, 
When Britomart him law; ſheeran apace 
Vnto his reskew,and with earneſt cry, 


Bade thoſeſame fſixe forbeare that ſingle enemy. ..... 


23 +: 
But to her cry they hiſt notlenden eare, 


diſmayd, 


Ne ought the more theirmighty ſtroakes ſurceaſe, ; 


But gathering him round about more neare, 
Their 7797's Aga rather did encreaſe ; 7 
Tillthatſheruſhing through the thickeſt preace,.1 


Perforce diſparted their compacted gyre, 


And ſoane compeld to harken vnto peace : 11:11 


Tho ganthe mildly of them-to inquire 
The cauſe of their diflenfion-and outragious 


24: 
VVherc-tothatſingle knight did aunſwereframes : « 
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Thele fixe would meentorce by oddesof nught, '.," 
To change my liefe, and loue another Damegit y ..i x 
Thatdeath me licfer were then ſuch defpight,' :'. - 4 


So vnto wrong to yield my wreftedright: .,...:>10 £ 


For, I loue one, the trueſt one an.ground,-. 


«L 


Ne liſt me change; ſhe th'Erramt Damſel hight, 


For whoſe deareakefull many a bitter ound - +. 
I haue cndur'd,and taſted many abloudy wound: -» : 


25+: 
Certes, ſaid ſhe, theh been ye {ixeto blame, 


To weene your wrong by fotce to iuſtifie: - . 
For, knightto leaue his Lady were great ſhame, 


Thatfaithfullis, and better were-to die. 
All lofſeis leſle, and leffe the infamy, . 


Then lofle of loue, to himthat loues bur one 3/ 8 


Ne may loue be compeld by maiſt 
For, ſooneas maiſtery arg 9 


Str; 
tIOUCanone 


-* 


Taketh his nimblewiogs, = ſooncaway is-gone. . G3 
Z2 


Then ſake one of thoſe ſixe, There dwellcth hecre.  - 


Within this Caftlewall a Ladyfaire, 
Whoſe ſoucrmne beaute bark. 

There-to ſo bountious and ſodebonaire, 
Thatneuerany mote with her compaire. 


She hath ordaind this lawe, which we appr 


In caſe he hane no Lady,norno Love, . 
Shall doe vnto her ſervice nener to remoue, 


A 


oue, | 7 


That euery knight, which doth this way:repaire,::. , - 


noliuingpeete; .. - 


27 
. But, if he haue a Lady or aLoue, 


Then muſt he her forgoe with foule defame, 
Orelle with vs by dint of fword approuc, 
T hat ſhe 1s fairer then our faireſt Dame, 
As did this knight, before ye hither came. 
Perdie, ſaid Britomart, the choice is hard : 
But what reward had he that overcame ? 
He ſhould advaunced be to highregard 
Said they, and haueour Ladies louefor his reward. 
28 
Therefore aread Sir, if thou haue a-Loue. 
Louc haue I ſure, quoth ſhe, burLady none; 
Yetwill I notfro mine owne Loueremoue, 
Neto your Lady will I ſeruice done, _. 
But wreake your wrongs wrought to this knight alone, 
And proue his cauſe. With that, her mortall ſpeare 
She mightily aventred towards one, 
And downe him {mote cre well aware he were, 
Thento the next ſhe rode, and downethenextdid beare. 


29 


' Nedid ſhe ſtay tillthree on prone ſhelayd, 
c 


That none of them himſelfe could reare againe 

The fourth was by that other knight diſmayd, 

All were he wearie of his former pane, 

That now there doe buttwo of fixeremaine; 

Which two did yield before ſhe did them {nughr. 

Ah, Cuud ſhe then, now may ye all ſee plaine, 

That truth is-ſtrong, andtrue loue moſt of might, 
T hat for hus truſty ſeruaunts doth ſo Rvcnglyeke. 


30 
* Toowell weſce, ſaid they, and proue too well 


Ourfaulte weakeneſle, and your matchleſle might:. 
For-thy faire Sir, yours bethe Damozell, | 
Which by her owne law to your lot doth light, 
And we your lege men fauth vnto youpli Ja. 
So vnderneath her feettheir ſwords they ſhard, 
And atrer, her belought, well as they night, 
To enter in, andreape the due reward : 


Shee graunted, and thenin they all together far'd. 


FR, 
Long were it to deſcribe the goodly frame, 
And ſtately port of Caſtle Toyeous, | 
(For, ſo that Caſtle hight by common name) 
Where they were entertaind with curteous 
And comely glee of many gracious - 
Faire Ladies, and many a gentle knight, 
Who through a Chamber long and ſpacious, 
Eftloones > na brought vnta their Ladies fight. 


Thar of them.cleeped was the Lady of delight. 
2 


But for to tell the Ganogiinns array ay 
Of thar great chamber, ſhould be labour loſt: 
For, l1uing wit (I weene) cannot diſplay 
The royall richesand exceeding coſt 
Of euery pillour and of euery poſt ; 
Whichall of pureſt bullion framed were, - 
And with great pearles and pretious ſtones emboſt, 
That the brightgliſter of their beamez cleare 
Did ſparkleforth greatlight, and glonous guar, I 
| cſe 
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Thele ſtranger knights LE paſſin o, forth were led So was that chamber clad Sedty Wize, 
Into an 1nner roome, whote royaltee Andround about it many beds wcre digh t, 
Andrich purveyancenu ght yneath be read; As whylome was the antique worldez guize, 
Mote Princes place beleemeſo decktto bee. Some for yntmely eaſe, fometor delight, 
Which itutcly manner when as they did ſee, As pleaſed themto vſe, that vſc it might : 
Theimage of ſuperfluous riotize, And all was full of Damzels, and of Squires, 
Excecding much the ſtate of meane degree, D.uncivg and reuelling both day and night, 
T hey greatly wondred, whence ſo ſurnptuous guiſe And {wimming deepe in ſenſuall deſires, 
Might be maintaind, and each gan diuerſcly deuile. And Cupid ſhall emongſt them kindled luſtfull fires. 
4 40 
The wals were round Hh apparelled And all the while, ſweet Mutick did dinide 
With coſtly clothes of Arras and of Toare ; Her looſer notes with Lydian harmony ; 
In which, with cunning hand was pourtrahed And all the while, {weetbirds thereto applide 
The loue of Yenxws and her Paramour | Their dainty layesand dulcet melody, 
The fayrc Adonzs, turned to a flowre, Ay caroling of loueand iollitie, 
A worke of rare deuiſe, and wondrous wit. That wonder was to heare their trim conſort. 
Firſt did itſhew the bitter baletull ſtowre, Which whenthofe knights beheld, with ſcornefull eye, 
Which her afſayd with many a feruent fir, They {dezgned ſuch lalciuious diſport, 
- When firſt her tender hart was with his beautie (nut. And loath'd the looſe demeanure of that wanton ſorr, 
35 | . 41 
Then,with what flcights and ſweet alturements ſhe Thence they were brought to that great Ladies view, 
Entic't the Boy (as wellthat art ſhe knew) Whom thcy tound fitting ona ſumptuous bed, 
And woocd him her Paramour to be; That gliftred all with gold and glorious ſhew, 
Now making girlonds of each flowre that grew, As the proud Perſon Q uecnes accuſtomed: 
To crowne his golden locks with honour dew3 . | She ſeem'd a woman of grcat bountihed, 
Now leading him into aſecret ſhade And of rare beaurie, ſawing that alcaunce 
From his Beauperes, and from bright heauens view, Her wanton eyes, ill ſignes of womanhed, 
Where him to ſleepe ſhe gently would perſwade, Did roll too lightly,and roo often glaunce, 
Or bathe him in a fountaine by tome couerr glade. Without regard of grace, or comely amenaunce; 
6 42 
And whilſt he ſlept, ſhe NOK. 1 would ſpread Long worke it were, andneedleſle to deuize 
Her mantle, colour'd likethe ſtarry skyes, p Their goodly entertainement and great glee: 
And her ſoft arme lay vaderneath his head, She cauled them be led 1n curteous wize 
And with ambrovall kifſes bathe his eyes ; | Into a bowre, diſarmed for to bee, 
And whil it he bath'd, with her two crafty ſpyes And cheared well with wine and fpiceree : 
She ſecretly would ſearch each dainty lim, The Redcroſſe Knight was ſoone diſarmed there; 
And throweinto the Well [lweet Rolemaries, But the brauc Mayd would not diſarmed be, 
And fragrant violets, and Pances trim, But onely vented vp her vmbriere, 
And euer with ſweet NeCtar ſhe did ſprinkle him; And fo didlet her goodly yiſage to appere. 
27 4 
So did ſhe ſteale his heedlefle hart away, As when faire Cynthia, in 7. "2 night, 
Andioy'd his loucinſecretvneſpide. Is ina noyous cloud enveloped, . 
But, for ſheſaw him bentto cruell play, Where ſhe may find the ſubſtance thin and light, 
To hunt the ſalvage beaſtinforeſt wide, | Breakes forth her filuer beames, and her bright head 
Dreadfull of danger, that mote bim betide, Diſcouers to the world diſcomfited ; 
Shee oft and oft adviz'd him to refraine | Of the poore traueller that went aſtray, 
From chale of greater beaſts, whoſe brutiſh pride Wirth thouſand bleſtings ſhe is heried; 
Mote breed him ſcathe vnwares : but all in vaine; . Such was the beauty and the ſhining ray, 


For, who can ſhun the chaunce that deſt'ny doth ordaine? With which faire Britomart gaue light ynto theday. 
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Lo, where beyond he lyeth gui ng, And eke thoſe ſixe, which lately with her fought, 
Deadly engored of a great wilde Bore, Now werediſarmd, and dd themfelues preſent 
And by his fide the Goddelie groueling Vato her view, and company vnſought; 
Makes for him endlefle mone, and euermore For they all ſeemed curteous and gent, 
VVith her ſoft garment wipes away the gore, And all fixe brethren, borne of one parent, 
Which ſtaines his ſnowy skin wath hatefull hew : Which had themtrayndin all ciuilitee, 
But when ſheſaw no os might him reſtore, | And goodly taughtto tiltand turnament; 
Him to a dainty flowreſhe did tranſmew, _ Now were they liegemen to this Lady free, 


VVhich inthat cloth was wrought, as Fit lively grew. © =Andher Kmghts-ſeruice ought,to bold of her in Fee, 4 
The 
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The firſt of them by name Gardentehight, 
A iolly perſon, and of comely view; 
Theſccond was Parlante, a bold knight, 
And next to him Tocante did cnſew ; 
Baſciante did himſelfe moſt curteous ſhew 3 
Bur fierce Bacchante ſeem'd too fell and keene ; 
And yetin armes Notante greater grew : 
All werefaire knights, and goodly well beſcene ; 
But to faire Britomart they all [26 ſhadowes becne. 
46 
For ſhe was full of amiable grace, 
And manly terrour mixed there-withall, 
 Thatas the one ſtird vp affeCtions baſe, 
So th'other did mens raſh defires appall, 
And hold them backe, that would1n errour fall; 
As he thar hath eſpydea vertneill Roſe, 
To which ſharpe thornes and briers the way forſtall, 
Dare not for dread his hardy hand cxpoſe ; 
But wiſhing it farre off, his idle wiſh doth loſe. 


(art. 1. 


SI 

Supper was ſhortly dight, and downe they fat, 
Where they wereſerued with all ſumptuous fare, 
VVhiles fruitfull Ceres, and Lye far 
Pourd outtheir plenty, withour ſpight or ſpare : 
Noughrt wanted there, that dainty was and rare; 
And aye thecups their banks did overflowe, 
And aye betweene the cups, ſhe did prepare 
Way to her louc, and ſecret darts did throwe ; | 

But Britomert would not ſuch guilcfull meſſage knowe: 


52 

So when they ſlaked had the feruent heat 
Of appetite with meates of cuery ſort, 
The Lady did faire Britomart cntreat, 
Her to diſarme, and with delightfull ſport 
To looſc her warlike limbs and ſtrong effort: 
But when ſhe motenot there-vnto be wonne, 
(For, ſhee her ſex vnderthatſtrange purport 
Did vſe to hide, and plaine apparaunce Game.) 


COS RES 


In plainer wile to tell her grieuaunceſhe begunne 3 
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| 47 
Whom when the Lady ſaw ſo faire a wight, 
All ignorant of her contrary ſex, 
(For ſhe her weend a freſh and luſty knight) 
She greatly gan enamoured to wex, 
And with vaine thoughts her falſed fancy vez: 
Her fickle hart conceived haftic fire, 
Like ſparks of fire which fall in lender flex, 
That ſhortly brent into extreamie defire, 
And ranſack:t all her veines with paſſion entire. 
| 48 
Eftſoones ſhee grew to great impatience, 
Andintotearmes of open outrage burſt, 
That plaine diſcouer'd her incontinence, 
Nerecktſhe, who her meaning did miſtruſt; 
For,ſhe was giuen all to fleſhly luſt, 
And coral in ſenſuall delight, 
Thar all regard of ſhame ſhe had diſcuſt, 
And meet reſpeCt of honour put to flight: 
So ſhamcleſle beauty ſoone becomes a loathy fight. 


4 
Faire Ladies, that to loue copincd arre, 
And chaſte deſires doe nouriſh in your mind, 
Let not her fault your ſweet affetions marre, 
Ne blotthe bounty of all womankind, 
Mongft thouſands 
Emongſt the Roſes growe ſome wicked weedes 3 
For, this was notto loue, butluſtinclin'd ; 
For, louc does alwaics bring forth bountious deeds, 
And in each gentle hart defire of hotigur breedes. 


5o | 
Nought ſo of louethus looſer Dame did kill, 
But as acoaleto kindle fleſhly flame, 
Giuing the bridle to her wanton will, h 
And treading vnder foote her honeſt name * 
Such lone id hate, and ſuch defire is ſhame. 
Still did ſhe roucat her with cr launce 
Of her falſe eyes, that ather hart did ayme, 


Andtoldher meaning in her countenaunce; 


d, one wanton Dameto find: 


) 
And all attonce diſcouered = deſire 
With fighes,andſobs, andplaints,& pittious pricfe, 
The outward ſparkes of her in-burnung fire ; 
Which ſpent in vaine;, atlaſt ſhe told her briefe, 
Thar bur if ſhe did lend her ſhortreliete, 
And doe her comfort, ſhe motealgates die. 
But the chaſte Damzell, that had neuer pricfe 
_ Ofſuch malengine and fine forgerie, 
Did caſily belicue her ſtrong extremitic., 


Full eafie was for her to hau:beliefs, 
Who, by ſelfe-feceling ofher feeble ſex, 
And by long triall of the inward pricte, 
Where-with imperious loue her hart did vex, 
Could judge wharpaines do louing harts perplex, 
Who meanes no puile, be 'guiled ſooneſt ſhall, 
And to faire ſemblaunce doth light faith annex ; 
The bird, that knowes not the falſe Fowlers call, 
Into his hidden nerfull cafily doth fall. 


5s 

For-thy, ſhewould nor in diſc6urtcous wiſe, 

Scornethefaire offer of good will profeſt; 
For, greatrebuke it is, loueto deſpile, 
Orrudely {deignea gentle harts requeſt ; 
Butwith faire countenaunce, as belated beſt, 
Herentertaind; nath'lefſc, ſhee inly deem'd 
Herloue wongs, to wooca wandring gueſt? 
Which ſhe nuſconſtruing, thereby eſteem'd 


Thatfrs like inward fire that' ontward ſmoke had ftcem'd. 


6 

There-with awhile ſheher fie fancie fed, 
Till ſhe mote winne fittime for her deſire: 
Burt yether wound ſtill inward freſhly bled, 
And, through her bones the falſe inſtilled fire 
Did ſpread it ſelfe, and venime cloſe inſpire. 
Tho, were thetables taken all away, 
And cuery Knight, andeuery on Squire 
Gan chooſe his Dame with Baſcio mani gay, 


Bur Britomart diſſemblcd it with ignoraunce. With whom he meant to make his ſport and courtly pl ay. 


ome 
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57 
Some fell to daunce, ſome fell to hazardry, 
Some to makeloue, ſome ro make meriment, 
As diverſe wits to diuerſethings apply 
And all the while faire Malecaſia bent 
Her crafty engins to hercloſc intent. 
By this th'crernall lampes, where-with high Toze 
Doth light the lower world, were halfe yipent, 
And the moiſt daughters of huge Atlasitroue 
Into the Oce.an deepe to driue their wearie droue. 
$8 
High timeit ſeemed then for euery wight 
Them to betake vnto theirkindly reſt ; 
Eftſoones long waxen torches weren h1ght, 
Vato their bowres to guiden euery gueſt : 
Tho,when the Britoneſle ſawall the reſt 
Avoided quite, ſhe gan her ſelfe deſpoile, 
And ſafe commir to her ſoft fethered neſt; . 


Where, through long watch, & late dayes weary toyle, 


She ſoundly ſlept, and carefull thoughts did quite affoile. 


59 
Now, when-as all the world in filence deepe 
Yſhrowded was, andeuery mortall wighr 
Was drowned in the depth of deadly Gm 
Faire Malecaſia, whole engrieued (pright 
Could find no reſtn ſuch perplexed plight, 
Lightly aroſe our of her wy bed, 
And vnder the blacke veile of gwilty Night, 
Her with a ſcarlot mantle couered, 
Thatwas with gold and Ermines fayre enveloped. 
60 
Then panting ſoft, and ennogony ioynt, 
Her fearefull feet towards the bowre ſhe moued ; 
Where ſhe for {ecretpurpoſe did appoynt 
To lodgethe warlike mayd vnwilely loued, 
Andto her bed.approching, firſt ſhe prooued, 
Whether ſhe ſlept or wak't, with her ſoft hand 
She ſoftly felt, if any member mooued, 
And lent her wary eareto vnderſtand, 


If any puffe of breath, or ſigne of ſenſe ſhe fand. 
6 


| I 
Which,when-as none ſhe fond, with eafic ſhift, 
| Fox feare leaſt her vawares ſhe ſhould abrayd, 
Th'embroderd quilt ſhe lightly vp did lift, 
And by her fide her ſelfe ſhe ſoftly layd, 
Ofeuery fineſt fingers touch affrayd; 
Neany noyle ſhe made, ne word ſhe ſpake, - 
But inly figh't.. At laft, the royall Mayd 
of her quierſlumber did awake, 
And chang'd her weary fide, the better eaſe to take. 
6 


Where, feeling anecloſe couched by her fide, 
She lightly leapt out of her filed bed, 


And to her weapon ran,in mind to/gride 


The loathed leachour. But the Dame, halfe dead 


a. 


Through ſuddainefeare and gaſtly drerihed, 
Did ſhnicke aloud, that through the houſeit rong, 
And the whole famuly there-with adred, 
Raſhly out of their rouzed couches ſprong, 
And tothe troubled chamber all in armes did throng. 
6 
Andthoſe fix Knights, that : es Champions, 
And ekethe Redcroſſe knight ran to the ſtound, 
Halte arm'd and halfe vnatm'd, with them atrons : 
Where when confuſedly they came, they found 
Their Lady lying on the ſenlelefle ground ; 
On th'other tide, they ſaw the pn? Mayd 
All in her ſnow-white (mock, with locks vabound, 
Threatning the poet of her avenging blade, 
That with ſo troublous terrour they were all diſmayd. 
: 64 ns 
About their Lady firſt they flocktaround: 
"Whom hauing laydin comfortable couch, 
Shortly they reard out of ker frozen ſwound; 
And afterwards they gan with foule reproche 
To ſtirre vp ſtrife, and troublous conteck broche : 
But by enſample of thelaſt dayes loſle, 
| None of them raſhly durſt to her approche, 
Ne in fo glorious ſpoylethemicluesemboſle; 
Her ſuccour'd ckethe Charpion of the bloudy Crofle. 


65 
But one'of thoſe fixe Knights, Gardante hight, 
Drew outa deadly boaweand arrow keene, 
Whithforth he fent with felonous deſpight, 
Andfelliotenr againſt the Virgin ſheene : 
The morrtall ſteeleſtaid not, tillut was ſeene 
To gore her fide; yet was the wound not deepe, 
But lightly raſed herſoftfilken skin, 
That drops of purple blood there-our did weepe, 
Which did herbilly ſmock with ſtaines of vermeil ſtcepe. 
66 | 


Where-witlrenrag'd, ſhee fiercely atthem flew, 
And withher flaming ſword about her layd, 
That none of them foule miſchiefe could eſcheyw, 
But with her dreadfull ſtrokes were all diſmayd: 
Here, there, and euery where about her ſwayd 
Her wrathfull ſteele, thatnone mote it abide ; 
And cke the Rederoſſe knight gaue her good ayde, 
Ay ioyning foot to foot; and {ideto fide, | 
That in ſhorrſpace their foes they haue quite terrifide. 
> 


| 7 
Tho, when-as all were put to ſhamefull flight, 
The noble Pritomarts herarrayd, 
And her bright armes about her body dight : 
For nothing would ſhe lenger there be ſtaid, 
Where ſo looſe life, and fo vagentle trade 
Was vs'd of Knights and Ladies ſeeming gent: 
So earely,cre the grofle Earthes gryely thade, 
Was all PUREE the firmamenr, | EY 
They tooke their ſteeds, &forth vpon their journey wettt; 
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Y Thatin their proper” praiſe too partiall be, 
3 And not indifforent to own: hied, | 
To whom, no ſhare in armes & cheualrie 
They doe impart, ne maken memorie 
Of their brauc geſtes & proweſle Marriall; 
Scarce doe they ſpare to one, or two, or three, - 
Roome iptheir writs 3 yet the ſame writing ſmall 
Does all theix deeds deface, and Jims their glories all : 


4 


But by record of antique times I find, 
That women wont iti warres to beare moſt ſway, 
And to all great exploits themſelues inclin'd : : » . 
Of which they ſtill the girlond bore away, 
Till envious Men (fearing their rules decay) 
Gan coyne ſtraight lawes to curb their libery'3 
Yer fith they warlike armes-haue layd away;: - 
They bave exceld inartes and policic, . 
That now we fooliſh men that praiſegin 
Of warlike puiſſaunce in _ Dent, 2 (ho; ct) 
Be thoufaire Britomart, whoſepraile I write, 
Bur of af! wiſedome bethou precedent, © 
O ſoucraigne Queene, whole praiſe I would endite, 
Endite I would as ductie doth excite; 
Butah ! my rimes too rude and rugged arre, - 
VVhen in ſo high an obieCrhey doe lighte, 
And ſtrwing fitro make, Ifcaredoemarre:! 
Thy (elfe thy prayſestell, and make them knowen farre. 


Tm" 


eke t'criuy. 
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), Ofſun in Sroporpol eganto find, ; 
} / Srmy ethcir journey lon abtboerion days 
 - Mongſt ich itfell into that Facries mind, 

To aske this Briton Mayd, what vncouth wind 

Brought her into thoſe parts, and whatinquelſt 

Made herdiſſemble her diſguiſed kind : 

Faire Lady ſhe him ſeemd, like Lady dreft; 
Butfayreſt knight aliue, when armed was her breft, 


The Redcroſſe knight to Britomart 
deſcribeth Artegall : 


The wonaroas mirroar, by which ſhe |, WK) 
in loue with him aid fall. | L5 
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The greaterBritaine, heere to ſrcke for praiſe 
: 8 


The which I ſecketo wreake, and Arthegall he hight, 
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5 
Thereat ſhee fighing ſoftly, had nopower 


To ſpeake awhile, neready anſwere make, 
But with hart-thrilling throbs and bitter ſtowre, 
As if ſhe had a feuer fit, did quake, 
And euery dainty Ijmbe with horrour ſhake; 
And euer and anonetheroly red 
Flaſht through hcr face, as it had beene a flake 
Of lightning, through brightheauen fulmined ; 

Cobain paſt, ſhe thus him anſwered. 

6 


Faire Sir, let you weet, thatfrom the howre 


I taken was from Nurſes tender pap, 

I haue beene trained vp in warlike ftowre, 
Totoſlen {peare andſhield, andto affrap 
The warlike rider to his moſt misſhyp; 
Sithence Hoathed haue my life to lead, 

As Ladies wont, in pleaſures wanton lap, 
To finger the fine needle and nycethread ; 
e leuer were with point of foe-mansſpeare be dead. 


7 
All my delight on deeds of armes is ſet; | 


To hunt out perils and adventures hard; 

By ſea, by land, whereſo they may be met, 

Onely for honour and for high regard, 

Without reſpeCt of riches or reward. 0 

For ſuch intentintotheſe parts I came, | 

Withouten compaſſe, or withoutencard, 

Far from my natiue ſoyle, thatis by name / 
and fame. 


£ I 
Fame blazed hath, thatheere in Faerylond 


Doe many famaus Knightsand Ladiesgwonne, 

And many ſtrange adventurestobefond, : ' 

Of which great worth and worſhip may be wonne; - 
Which Ito proue, this yoyage haue begonne. 

But mote I weet of you, right curteous knighr, 
Tydings of one, that hath ynto me donne 

Late foule diſhonour and reprochefull ſpight, 


The 
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The word gone out, ſhe backe againe would call, 

As her repentiog ſo to haue miſlayd, 

But thathe ir'vp-taking ere the fall, _ 

Her ſhortly anſwered : Faire marriall Maid 

Certes ye miſauiſed been, t'vpbraid 

A gentle knight with fo vnknighely blame : 

For, weet yewell, of allthatcuer playd 

Attilt or tourney, or like warlike game, 
The noble Arthegall hath euer borne the.name;. 

10 - 

For-thy great wonder were it, if ſuch ſhame 
Should cuer enter in his bountious thought, 
Or cuer do-that mote deſeruen blame : . 
The noble courageneuer weeneth ought, 
That may vnworthy of it feffe be thought. 
Therefore, faire NDamzell, be ye well aware, 
Leaſt that too farre ye haue your ſorrowe ſought: 
Youand your countrey both I wiſh welfare, 

And honour both; for each of other worthy are. 


L1- 

The royall Mayd wexeinly wondrous glad, 
To heare her loue ſo highly magnifide, 
And ioyd that cuer ſhe affixed had | 

Her heart on knight ſo goodly glorifide, 
How euer finely ſhe it fund to hide : 


The louing mother, thatnine moneths did beare; 


In the deare cloſet of herpainefull fide, 
Her tender babe, itſceing {afe appeare, C04 

Doth not ſa much reioice, as ſhe rezoiced there. -. 

12 

But to occaſion him-to further talke, | 
To feed her humour with his pleaſing ſtile, .. 
Herliſt in ſtrife-full tearmes with himto balke; 
And thus replide; How euer, Sir, ye file | 
Your. courteous tongueLis praiſes to compile, 
Ir ill beſeemes a _ tot gentleſorr, vi 
Such as ye hane him bogſted, to beguile 
A'ſimple mayd, and worke ſo haynous tort, 

In ſhame of knighthood, as I largely can report: 


I 

Lerbetherefore my vin to.diflwade, 
And read, where that faytour falſe may find. 
Ah, bur if reaſon faire night you perfwade, 
To flake your wrath, and mollific your mind, 
Sayd he, perhaps ye ſhouldit better find : 
For, hardy thing it is, to weene by might, 
Thatmanto hard conditions to bigd, 
Or euer hope to match-in equali fight; 

Whoſe prowelle paragon ſaw neuer lining wight. 


I4 

Ne ſoothlichisiteafiefor to read, 

Where now on earth, or how he may be found; 
For, he ne wonneth in ogecertaſne ſtead, 
Butreſtleſs walketh-allthe world around, 

Ay doing things, that to his fame redound, 

* Defending Ladies cauſe, and Orphans right, 
Whereſo he heares, that any doth confound 
Them comfortlefle, through tyranny or might; 

Sa is his ſoucraine honour r2is'd to heauens hight. 


— 


I 
His feeling words her feeble (aſs much pleaſed, 
And lofly ſunke into her molten heart; 
Heart, that is ioly hurt, is greatly caſed 
With hope of thing, thatmay allegge has ſmart; 
For, pleafing words are like to Magick art, 
That doth the charmed Snakein flomber lay : 
Such ſecreteaſefelrgentle Britomart, 
Yerliſt theſame oh faind gainclay ; 
(So ,diſcord oftin Muſick makes the lweeterlay.) 


16 

And ayd, Sirknight, theſe idle tearms forbeare, 

_ fith - is —_— to findehis haunt, 

Tellmeſome markes, by which he may appeare. 

If chaunceI him fot: im parauaunt F Fn 

For, perdy oneſhall other ſlay, or daunt: . (ſed, 
| Whatſhape, what ſhield, whatarms, what ſteed, what 

©.3 And whatſo cle his perſon moſt may yauot ? 

All whichthe Redcrofſe knight topountared, 
And himin every point before her faſhioned. 


Wo - 7 | 
Yer him in euery partbeforc ſhe knew, 
How-cuerliſt her now her knowledgefine; 
Sith him whilome in Britaineſhedid view, 
To herreucaled ina mirrour plaine ; 
Whereof did growe her firſt engraffed paine ; 
Whoſe rootand ſtalke fo bitter yer did taſte, 
That but the fruite more ſweetnefle did contuine, 
Her wretched dayes in dolour ſhe mote waſte, 
And yicld the pray of loue to loathſome death arlaſt. 
18 


By ſtrange occaſion ſhe did him behold, 
And much mare ſtrangely gan to loue his fight, 
As itin bookes hath wruten been of old. 
In Deheubarth that now South-wales 1s hrght, 
What time king Ryence raign'd, and dealed right, 
The great Magician Merlinhaddauz'd, 
By his deepe ſcience, apd hell-dreaded might, 
_ ' Alooking glaſs, rightwondrouſly aguiz'd, 
Whoſe vertues through the wide world tooh were ſolem- 


I9 (niz'd:; 

It yertue had, to ſhew in perfect ſighs, 

What-caer thing was inthe world contain'd, 
-Berwixtthe loweſt carth and hexuens hight, 
So that itto the looker appertayy'd 3 
What-eucrtoec had wrought orfriend had fayn'd, 
Thercin diſcouered was, Re ought mate pals, 
Ne ought in ſecretfrom the fameremayn'd ; 
| For-thy itround and bollow ſhaped was, | 
Liketo the worlditſelfe, and ſeem'd aworld of glafs. 
20- 

Who wonders not, thatreades ſo wondrous worke ? 
But who does wonder that has red the Towre, 
Wherein th' Egyptian Pha5long did lurke 
From all mens view; that none might her diſcoure; 
Yerſhe might all men view ourof her bowre 2 
Great Ptolomee itfor his lemans fake 
Ybuilded all of glals, by Magicke powre, . 

And alſo it impregnable did make ; | 

Yer whicn his loue was falſe, he with a peazcit brake, 
M Such 
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Cant, 11. 


_— 


21 
Such was the glaffie globe that Merlin made, 
And gaue vnto king Rzence for his guard, 
That neuer foes his kingdome night inuade, 
Buthe it knew at home before he hard 
Tidings therof, and ſothem ſtill debard. 
It was a famous Preſent for a Prince, 
And worthy workof infinitereward, 
Thattreaſons could bewray, and foes conuince : 
Happy this Realme, had it remained cuer fince. 
22 
One day it fortuned, faire Britomart 
Into herfathers claſetto repaire ; 
For, nothing he from herreſeru'd apart, 
Being his onely daughter and his hayre: 
Where when ſhe had: efpide that mirrour faire, 
Herlſelfe awhile therin ſhe viewd in vaine; 
Tho, her avizing of the vertues rare, 
Which thereof ſpoken were, ſhe gan againe 
Her to bethinke of Gas motreto herſelfe pertaine, 


2 

But as itfalleth in the ocntlek hearts 

Imperious Louec hath higheſtſer his throne, 

And tyrannizethin the bitter ſmarts 4 

Of them, that to him buxome are and prone : *' 

So thoughtrthis Maid (as maidens vſc to done) 

Whomfortune for her husband would allot, 

Notthatſheluſted after any one; =» 

For, ſhe was purefrom blame of finfullblor, 
Yet wiſt herlife atlaſt muſt linke in tharſame knot. 


24 
Efſoones there was preſented to her eye, 
A comely knight, all arm'd in completwize, 
Through whoſebrightventayle lifted vp on hue 
His manly face, that did his foes aprizc, 
Andfriends to tearms of gentle truce entize 
Lookt foorth, as Phizbus face out of the caſt 
Betwixt two ſhady mountaines doth arize; 
Portly his perſon was, and much increaft 
Through his Hervicke grace, and honotable geft. 


25 
His creſt was couered with a couchant Hound, 

Andall his armourſeem'd of antique mould, 
But wondrous maſlie and aſſured ſound, 
And round about yfrettedall with gold, 
In which there written was with cyphers old, 
Achilles armes which Arthegall did winne. 
And on his ſhieldenueloped ſeuenfold 
He bore a crowned Iutle Ermitin, 


Thar decktrhe azure field with her fairepouldred skin. 


26 
The Damzell well did view his onage, 

Andliked well, ne further fa{tned not, 

But went her way; ne her ynguiilty age _ 

Did weene, vnwares, that her vnluckic lot 

Lay hidden inthe bottome of the pot; 

hurt vnwiſt moſt danger doth redound ; 

But thefalſe Archer, which that arrow ſhot 
 Soflyly,thar ſhe did not feele the wound, | 
Did (milefull ſmoothly at her weetleſs wofull ſtound:; 


27 

Thenceforth the featherin herlofty creſt, 

Rufted of loue, ganlowely to auaile, 

And her proud portance, and herprincely geſt, 

With which the earſt triumphed, now did quaile : - 

Sad, ſolemne, ſowre, and full of fancies fraile 

She woxe; yet wiſt ſheneither how, nor why, 

She wiſt not, filly maid, whar the did aile; 

Yet wiſt, ſhe wasnotwellat caſe perdy, 
Yet thoughtit was notloue; but ſome melancholy. 


28 
So ſoone as night had with her pallid hew 
Defac't the beauty of the ſhining sky, 
Andreftfrom men the worlds defired view, 
She with her Nourſe adowne to fleepe did lie; 
But ſlcepefull farre away from her did flie : 
In ſtead thereof fad fighes and ſorrowes deepe 
Kept watch and ward about her warily. 
That nought ſhe did but waile, and often ſteepe 
Her dainty couch with tears, which cloſely ſhe did weep. 


20- 
Andif thatany drop of lombring reſt 
 Didchauncetoftillinto her weary ſpright, 
When feeble naturefelr her ſelfe oppreft; 
Streight-way with dreames, and with fantafticke fight 
Of dreadfull things the ſame was putto flight, 
Thatof our of her bed ſhe did aftart, _ 
As one with yiew of ghaſtly fecads affright : 
Tho, gan ſheto renew hertormer ſmart, 
And thinke of that faire viſage written inher heart, 


| 30. 
One night, when ſhe was toſt with ſuch voreſt, 


Her aged Nurſe, whoſe namewas Glauce hight, 

Feeling her leape out of her loathed neſt, 

Betwixt her feeble armes her quickly keight, 

And downe ins in herwarme bed her Toke ; 

Ah my deare danghter, ah my deareſt dread, 

What vncouth fit, ſayd ſhe, what cuill plight 

Hath thee oppreſt, and with ſad drearyhead 
Chaungedthy liucly cheare, and living made thee dead > 


I : 
For, not of noughttheſe akdeine ghaſtly feares 
All night afflitthy naturall repoſe ; _ 
Andall the day, when as thine equall Peares 
Their fit diſports with faire delight doe choſe, 
Thou in dull corners doſtthy ſelfe jncloſe, 
Ne taſteſt Princespleaſures, nedoeſt ſpred 
Abroad thy freſh youthes faireſt lowre, butloſe 
Both leafe and fruit, both too vntimely ſhed, 
As one in wilfull bale for euer buried. 


2 

The time, that mortall ae their weary cares 

Do lay away, andall wilde beaſtes do reſts 

And euery riuereke his courſe forbeares, 

Then doth this witked cuill thee infeſt,, - 

_ rive with Goatans throbs thy q_—_ breſt; 

Like an huge Aetn' of deep cengulted price, . 

Sorrow 1s Rk in thy ens” | 

Whenceforthit breakes in fighes and angwth rife, 
As ſmoke and ſulphure mingled: with confuted ſtrife. 


Aye 


Yowares the hidden hooke with 


Cant. 1. 


Aye me, how much I "an, ; loucitbce; 
"Butif thatloue it be, as ſure I read - 

By knowen {ignes and paſſions , which I ſee, 
Be it worthy of thy race and royall ſead, 
Then I avow by this moſt ſacred head 

Of my dearefoſtcr child, to caſe.thy griefe, 
And win thy will : Therefore away doe dread ; 
For,death nor danger from thy dew reliefe 


 Shallme debarre; tellmetherefore my licfeſt liefe, 


. 


4 
So hawvg ſaid, her twixt her armes twaine 

She ſtraightly ſfrayn'd, and colled tenderly, 
And euery trembling ioynt, and euery yaine 
She ſoftly felt, and rubbed buſily, 

To doe the frozen colde awaie to flic; 

And herfaire deawy eyes with kiſſes deare 
She oft did bathe, and oft againe did dry; 
And euer herimportun'd, not to fearc 
Toler theſecret of her heart to her appeare. 


- TheDamrzellpaus'd, and go thus fearefully; 
Ah Nurſe ! what needeth thee to cke my paine ? 
Is not enough, thatT alone doe die, | 
But it muſt doubled be with death of twaine ? 
For, noughtfor me but death there doth remaine. 
O daughter deare, faid ſhe, defpaire no whit ; 
For, Neuer ſore, but mightaſalue obtaine : 
That blinded god, which hath ye blindly ſmut, 
Another arrow hath your louers heart to hut. 

6 
But mine is not,quoth ſhe, fike others wound ; 
For which no reaſon can finde remedie. 
Was neuer ſuch, but mote the like be found, 
Said ſhe, and though no reaſor-may apply 
' Saluetoyourſore, yet loue can higher ſtie, 
Thenreaſons reach, and ofthath wonders donne. 
But neither god of louc, nor god of sky 4 
Can doe ({aid ſhe) that, which cannot be donne. 
Things oft impoſſible (quorh ſhe) ſeeme ere begonne. 


37 
Theſe1dle words, ſayd ſhe, doe noughtaflwage 
My ſtubborne ſtart, but more annoyance breed, 
For, no, no vſuall fire, no vſuall rage 
Itis, 6 Nurſe, which on my life doth feed, 
And ſuckes the bloud,which from my heart doth bleed. 
But ſince thy Faithfull zealelets me not hide 
My crime (if crimeit be) Iwillitreed. 
Nor Prince, nor pere itis: whoſe loue hath gryde 
My feeble breſt of late, and launced this wound wyde; 
| 8 
Nor man it is, nor onliertivids wight: 
For then ſome hope Imi chr vnto me drawe 
But th'only ſhade and ſemblant of a knight, 
Whoſe ſhape orperſon yet I neuer ſawe, 
Hath mc ſubieed toloues cruell lawe : 
The ſame one day, as me misfortuneled, 
I in my fathers wondrous mirrour ſawe, 
And pleaſed with that RE I 
aite Iſwallowed, 


THE FAERIE QVEENE 


As 1tan Earth-quake were; at laſt 


Sithens ithath jafixed faſter hold 


Within my bleeding bowels, and ſo fore _. 
Now rankleth in this ſame fraile fleſhly mould, 
That all mine entrailes lowe with poyſnous gore, 
And th'vIcer groweth dayly more and more 3 

Ne can my running ſore find remedie, 

Other then my hard fortune todeplore,... , _ 
AndIanguiſh as the)cafefalne fromthetree, 


Tull death make one end of my daies and miſcrie. 
as II 
Daughter, ſayd ſhe, what need ye be diſmayd, 


Or why make yeſuch monſter of your mind # | 
Of much more yncouth thing I was affraydz,_ 
Of filthy luſt, contrary vato Find TO | 
But this affeCtion nothing ſtrange I find; 

For, who with reaſon can you aye reproue, . . 

To louetheſemblant pleafing moſt your minde; . - 
And yield your heartwhence ye cannot remoue? 


No guiltin you, but in the tyranny of loue. _. 


4. | 
Notſo thi Arabian Myrrl' did ſet her mindez * 7, +1" 


Not ſo 41d Biblsſpend her pining heart, 
Butlov'd their native fleſh again(t all kind, 

And to their purpoſevied wicked art :.. _; ' 

Yet playd Paſephaea more monſtrous part, 
Thatlov'd a Bul!, and learnd abeaſtto bee ; | 
Such ſhamefullluſts who loaths not, whych depart 
From courſe of Naturc and of modeſty 2 


Sweetloueſuch lewdnes hands from his faire company. 


; 2 


42 
But thine my Deare(welfare thy heart my Deare) 


Though ſtrange beginmng had, yer fixed is 
Oa one, that worthy may perhaps appeare; 
And certesſcems beſtowed notamils: 

Toy thereof hauc thouandeternall bliſs; 

With that vpleaning on. her elbowe weake, 
HeralabJafter breſt ſhe ſoft did kiſs, 

Whichall that while ſhefeltropant and quake, 
thus beſpake : 


43 
Beldame, your words do worke melittle eaſe; 


For, though my loue benot ſo lewdly bent, 
As thoſe ye blame, yet may it not appeaſe 
My raging ſmart, ne ought my flamerelent, 
But rather doth my helpleſs griefe augment. 
For they, how euer ſhamefull and vokiade, 
Yet did pofleſſe their horrible intent : | | 
Shortend of ſorrowes they theteby did finde; (minde. 


$0 was theirfortune good, though wicked were their 


| | $6275 IS; 
But wicked fortune mine, though mine be good, 


Can haue no end, norhope of my deſire, 

But feed on ſhadowes , whiles I die for foode; 

And like a ſhadowwerxe, whiles withentire f 
AﬀeCtionldoelanguiſh and expire; 

I fonder, then Cephiſs fooliſh child; 

Who having viewed in a fountaine ſhere 

His face, was with the loue thereof beguil'd ; 


{ fonderloue a ſhade, the body farre exil'd, 


M z Nought 


IgE 
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45 
Noughtlike, quoth ſhe, for that ſame wretched boy 
Was of himſelfe the idle Paramoure; 
Both loue and louer, without hope of ioy, 
For which headed ro a watry flowre. 
But bettetforrmane thine, and better howre, 
Which loy'ſtthe ſhadow of a warlike knight; 
No ſhadowgbuta body hath in powre: 
That bodie; whereſocuer tharit light, 
May learned be by cyphers, we by Magicke might. 


| 4 | : 

But if thouerney with reaſon yet tepreſle 
The growingenill, ercir ſtrength have gor, 
And thee abandond wholly do poſleſle, 
Againſtir ſtrongly ſtrive, and yield thee not, 
T1ll thou in-6pea field adowne be ſmor. 
Burt if the paſſion maſter thy fraile migh je 
So thatneeds lone or death muſtbe thy lor, 

. ThenTavow to theebywrong or right 

To compaſlethy defire, and find that loued knight. 


MA 74 

Her chearefull werds much chear'd the feeble ſpright 
Of the ſicke virgin, thather downe ſhelayd 
In her warme bed to fleepe, if thatſhe might; * 
And the old-woman carefully di{ſplayd - 
The clothes about her on with buſie ayd; | ? 
So that at laſt a little creeping fleepe | 
Surpris'd her ſenſe: She, therewith well apayd, 


The drunken lampe downe in the oyle did ſtecpe, 


And ſetherby to watch, and ſer herby to weepe. * 
8 


Earely the morrow next, before that day 
His ioyous face did to the world reueale, | 
They bothyproſe and tooke their readie way 
Vnto the Church theirprayers to appeale, - 
With great deuotion, and with little zeal : 
For,the faire Damzell from the holy herſe 


Her loue-ſicke heart to other Gong did ſteale; | 


nidle verſe, 


And thatold Dameſayd many an 
Out of her daughters heart fond fancies to reuerle. 


voy 
Returned home, the royall Pant fell 
Into her former fit; for why, no powre 
Nor guidance of her lſelfe jn her d1d dwell. 
But th'aged Nurſe, her calling to her bowre, 
Had whe. ae? Rew, and Sawine, and the loyre 
Of Camphara, and Calamint, and Dill, 
All which ſhe in an carthen pot did poure, 
And to the brim with Colt wood did it fill, 
And many drops of milke and bloud through it did ſpill, 


50 
Then taking thrice three haires fronfoff her head, 
Them trebbly braided in a threefold lace, 
And round abour the pots mouth, beund the thread, 
And after hauing whiſpered a ſpace 
Certaine ſad words, with hollow voice and baſe, 
She to the virgin ſaid, thrice ſaydſheit; 
Come daughter come, come; ſpitypon my face, 
Spit thrice ypon me, thrice vpon me ſpit; 
Th'vneuen numberfor this bulineſleis moſt fic. 


(I 
Thatſayd, her round about ſhefrom her turnd, 
She turned her contrary to the Sunuc, 
Thriſe ſhe her turn'd contrary, andreturn'd, 
All contrary; for ſhe the Tight did ſhunne, 
And euer n! ſhe d1d, was ſtrei ghtvndonne. 
So thought ſhe to vndoe her daughters loue : 
But loue, that 15in gentle breſt begonne, 
— No idlecharmes ſo bightly may remooue ; 
That well can witneſle, who by triallit does proue. 


52 

Ne oughtit motethenoble Mayd auaile, 

Neſlake thefurie of her cruel lame, 

Buttharſhe ſtill did waſte, and ſtill did wayle, 

That rouge lopg langour , and heart-burniog brame 

She ſhortly like a ST ghoſt became, 

Which long hath wayrted by the Stygian ſtrond. 

That when old Glance ſaw, for feare leaſt blame 

Of her miſcarriage ſhould in her befond 
She wiſt not how tamend,nor how it to withſtond. 


— — —— — 


Canto 


Cant,T1T. 


THE FAERIE OVEENE. 


grm—_ 


% 


\ 

% 

* 6: 
vo - 


$mN\ 
3) 
| a) 


Canto 


LILELILD 


Merlin bewrayes, to Britomart, 
the ſtate of Artegall, 

And ſhewes the famous Progeny 
which from them ſpringen ſhall. 
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In brutiſh minds, & filthy luſt inflame; 

But that ſweet fit, thar doth true beauty loue, 
- And choſerh vertue for his deareit Dame, 
Whence ſpring all noble deeds and neuer dying fame; 


(moue 


2 

Welldid Antiquitiea God thee deeme, 

That ouer morrall minds haſtfo greatmight, 

To order them, as beſt to thee doth ſeeme, 

And all their a&tions to dired aright; 

The fuall purpole of divine foretight 

Thou dock etfe&t in deſtined defcents , 

Through deepe impreſſion of thy ſecret might, 

And ſtirredſtyp th'Her6es highintents, 

Which the late world admires for wondrous moniments.' 


Bur thy drad darts jn none Fa triumph more, 

Ne braver proofe in any, of thy powre 

Shewdſtthou, then in this royall Maide of yore, 
Making her ſecke an vnknowne Paramoure, 

From the werlds end, through many a bitter ſtowre : 
From whole two loynes thou afterwards did raife 
Moſt famous fruits of matrimoniall bowre, 

Which through the earth haueſpred their liuing prayſe, 
Thatfame intrompe of gold eternally diſplayes. 


4 
Begin then, © my deareſtſacred Dame, 
Daughter of Phebas arid of Memorte, 
That doeſt ennoble with immorrall name 
The warhbke Worthies, {ſromantiquitie, 
' In thy great volume of Eternity : 
Begin, © Clio, and recountfrom hence 
My glorious Souerugnes goodly aunceſtry, 
T1l| that by dew degrees and long pretence, 
Thou haue it laſtly brought yato her Excellence. 
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Full many waies within Mikroubled minde, 
Old Glance caſt, to curethis Ladies griefe : 
Fu!l many waies ſhe ſought, bur none could finde, 
Nor herbes, nor charmes,nor coun{l], that is chiefe 
And choileſt med'cine for ficke hearts rchefe : 
For-thy great careſhe tooke, and greater feare, 
Leaſt thatitſhould her turne to foule repriefe, 
And ſore reproche, when ſo her father f non 


Should of his deareſt daughters hard misfortune heare. 
6 


Atlaſt,ſhe her aduis'd, thathe, which made 


Thar mirrour, wherein the ficke Damoſcll 

So ſtrangely viewed her ſtrange louers ſhade, 

To weet, the learned Merlin, well could tell; 

Vnder what coaſt of heatten the man did dwell, 

And by what meanes his lone might beſt be wrought: 
For, though beyond the frick 7 [maell, 

Or th' Indian Per»he were, the choughr 


Him forth through infiniterndeugur to haue ſought. 


| 7 « & 
Forthwith themſelues difguifing borh in ſtrange 


And baſe attyre, that none tightthem bewray, 
To Maridunum, that is now by thaunge 

Of name Cayr-Merdincald, they tooke their way : 
There the wiſe Merlinwhylome wont, they lay, 
To make his wonne,lowevnJcrneath the ground, 
In a deepe delue, farrefrom the view of day, 

That of noliu:ng wighthe mote befound, 


When ſo he counleld with his ſprights encompaſtround. 
I 


y 


And if thou eucrhappen'thit fame way 


To trauell, goeto ſee that dieadfull place : 

It 1 an hideous hollow cave, they lay, 
Vandera rocke that lies 2 little ſpace 

Fromthe ſwift Parry, tombling downe apace, 
Emongſtthe woody hilles of Dynevowre - 
But dare thou not, I charge, in any caſe, 

To enter into that ſame balefull Bowre, 


For feare the cruel Feends ſhould thee ynwares deuowre. 
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But ſtanding high aloft, lowe lay thine care, He nought was moued at theirentrance bold : 
And thereſuch ghaſtly noiſe of yron chaines, For, of their comming well hewiſt afore ; 
And brafen Caudrons thou ſhaltrrombling heare, Yetliſt them bid their buſinelle ynfold, 
Which thouſand fprights with long enduring paines As it oughtin this world in ſecrer ſtore 
Doe tofle, that it will tonne thy feeble braines, Were from him hidden, or ynknowen of yore, 
And oftentimes great grones, and orieuous ſtounds, - Then Glance thus, Let not it thee offend, 
When too huge toile and labour them conſtraines : Thar we thus raſhly through thy darkſome dore, 
And oftentimes loud ſtrokes, and ringing ſounds Vowares haue preſt : for, cither fatall end, 
From vnder that deepe Rocke moſt horribly rebounds. Or other mighty cauſe, vs two did hither ſend. 
| I 
The cauſe ſome ſay is this A litle while He bade tell on : And then ſhe thus began; 
Before that Merlin dyde, he did intend, Now haue three Moones with borrow'd brothers light, 
A braſen wall in compaſs to compile Thrice ſhined faire, and thrice{eem'd dim and wan, 
About Cairmardin, and did it commend Sith a fore euill, which this virgin bright 
Vato theſe Sprights, to bring to perfeQt end. Tormenteth, and doth plonge in dolcfullplight, 
During which worke, the Lady of the Lake, Firſt rooting took; but whatthing it mote bee, 
Whom long he lov'd, forhim.in haſte 91d ſend, Or whencet ſprong, I cannotread aright; 
Who thereby forc't his workemen to forſake, But this I read, that but if remedee, 
Them bound nill his returne, their labour not to flake. Thou her afford, full ſhortly Ther dead ſhall ſee. 
10 16 
In the meane time,through thatfalſe Ladies traine, Therewith th'Enchaunter ſoftly ganto ſmyle 
He was ſurpris'd, and buried vnder bere, At her ſmooth ſpeeches, weeting inly well, 
Neeverto his workreturnd againe : Thatſhe to himdiflembled womamniſh guile, 
Nath'leſſe thoſe feends may not their work forbeare, Andto herſayd, Beldame, by that ye tell, 
So greatly his commandement they feare, Moreneed of leach-craft hath your Damozell, 
But there doe toyle and trauell day and night, Then of my skill : who help may haue elſewhere, 
Vntill thatbraſen wall they vp do reare : In vaineſ{eckes wonders out of Magicke ſpell. 
For, Merlinhadin Magidke more inſight, ___ Th'old woman woxhalf blank, thoſe words to heare ; 
Then ener him before or after liuing wight, And yet was loth to let her purpoſeplaine appeare, 
II 17 
For, he by words could call ont of the sloe And to him ſaid, IF any leaches skill, 
Both Sunne and Moone, arid make them him obay : Or other learned meanes could haucredreſt 
Thelandto fea, and ſeato maine-land dry, This ray deare daughters deepe engraffted ill, 
And darkeſome night he ekecould turne to daic : Cerrtes I ſhould be loth thee ro moleſt : 
Huge hoſes of men he couldialone diſmay, . : But this ſad euill, which doth her infeſt, 
. And hoſtcs of men of meaneſt things could trame, Doth courſe of naturall cauſe farre exceed, 
When-ſo him liſt his enemies to fray :-' ' | And houſed is within herhollow breſt, 


Thar to this day for terror of. his fame, That cither ſeemecs ſome curſed witches deed, 


The feends do quake, when any him to them does name. = Orcuillſpright, thatin herdoth ſuch tormear breed. 
| 18 


| + ; 
And, ſooth,men ſay thathe was nottheſonne' ' The wiſard could no'longer beare her bord, 
Of mortall Syre, or otherliuing wight, | But bruſting forth in laughter, to her ſayd ; 
But wondrouſly begotten, and begunne Glauce, what needs this colourable word, 
By falſe illuſion of a guilefull Spright,. - To cloke the cauſe, that hath itſelfe bewrayd? 
On a faire Lady-Nonne, that 64 pet hight Ne yefaire Britomarts, thus arrayd, 
Matilda, daughter to Pubidixs , More hidden are, then Sunne in cloudy yele; 
Who was the Lord of Marthrasall by right, Whom thy good fortune, hauing fate obayd, 
And cooſcn ynto king Ambroſius Hath hither brought, for ſuccour to appeale : 
Whence he induced was with skillſo marue]lous. ' Thewhichthepowresto thee are pleaſed to reueale, 
12 ; I 
They here ariuing, ſtayd botile withour, The doubtfull Mayd, foekng her {elfe deſcryde, 
Nedurſt aduentureraſhlyinto wend, Was all abaſht, and herpure yuory 
But of their firſtintent gan make new doubr Into a cleare Carnation ſuddainedyde; 
For dread of danger, which it might 5 arry - As faire Aurora, riſing haſtily, 
Vntill the hardy Mayd (with loue to friend) Doth by her bluſhing tell, thar ſhe did ly 
Firſt entering, the dreadfull Mage there found All aight in old Tithonws frozen bed, 
Deep buſted *bout worke of wondrous end, Whereof ſheſeemes aſhamed inwardly. 
And writing ſtrange charaCters in the ground, - -  Butheroſde Nurſe was noughtdishartened, 


With which the ſtubborn feends he to lus ſeruice bound. But vantage made of that, which Merlin had ared. 


” 


And 


Cant,11T. 


THE FAERIE 


QVEENE. 


137 


20 


And ſayd, Sith then thou knoweſt all our griefe, 


(For what doſtnot thou know?) of gracel pray, 
Pitty our plaint, and yeeld vs meetreliefe, 

With that, the Prophet ſtill awhile did ſtay, 

And then has ſpirite thus gan forth ditplay ; 
Moſt noble Virgine, that by farall lore 

Haſt learn'd to love, let no whit thee diſtmay 

The hard bcgin, that meers thee in the dore, 


And with ſharpe fits thy tender heart opprelleth ſore. 


21 


For,ſo muſt all things excellent begin, 


Which Greeceand Aſzan rivers {tayned which their blood. 


And eke enrooted deepe muſt bethat Tree, 
Whoſe big embodied branches ſhall notlin, 
T1ll they ro heauens hight forth ſtretched bee. 
For,from thy wombe afamous Progenie 

Shall ſpring, out of the ancient Troian blood, 
Which ſhall revive the ſleeping memory 

Of thoſe ſame antique Peers,the heauens brood, 


22 


Renowmed kings, and ſacred Emperours, 


Thy fruirfull Otſpring, ſhall from thee deſcend; 
Braue Caprtaines, and moſt mighty Warriours, 


That ſhall their conqueſts through all lands extend, 


And their decayed kingdomes hall amend : 
The feeble Britons, broken with long warre, 


They ſhall vpreare, and mightily detend 


y 


Againſttheir forrein foe, that comes from farre, 
ill eniuerſallpeace compound all ciuill jarre. 
23 


It was not, Britomart, thy wandring eye, 


Glauncing vnwares in charmed looking glaſs, 
Butthe ſtraight courſe of heauenly deſtiny; 
Led with Etcrnall prouidence, thathas 
Guided thy glaunce, to bring his willto paſs: / 
Neis thy fate, ne is thy fortuneill, ; 
To loue theprowelſt knight, thar excr was. 


' Thercforeſubmit thy wates vnto | is will, 
And do byall dew meanes thy deſtio'/ fulfill. 


24 
But read (ſaid Glauce)thou Magician. , 


Whar meanes ſhall ſhe out-ſeek; or what waies take? 
How ſhall ſhe knowe, how fhall ſhe find the man > 
Or what needs her to toy!e, ith fates can make 
Way for themſclues, their purpoſe to partake ? 
Then Mertinthus ; Indeed the fates are firme, 

And may notfſhrink, though all the world do ſhake: 
Yet ought mens good endeuours them confirme, 


And guidethe heauenly cauſes to their conſtant terme. 


25 
The man, whom heavens haue ordayn'd to bee 


Bu 


The {ſpoule of Britomart, 1s A rthegall : 
He wonnethin the land of Payeree, 

Yer is no Fary borne, ne fib atall 

To E'fes, but iprovg of ſeedterreſtriall, 
And whilome by falle Faries ſtolne away, 
Whiles yer in infant cradle he did crall; 


| Neother to himlelfe is knowne this day, 


tthatheby anElfe was gotten of a Fay. 


| 26 
But footh he is the ſonne of Gorlss, 
And brother vnto Cador Corniſh king, 
And for his warlike feates renowmed is, 
From where the Day out of theſea doth ſpring, 
Vartill the cloſure of the Evening. 


From thence, him firmely bound with faithfull band, 


To this his natine foyle thou backe ſhalt bring, 
Strongly to ayde his countrey, to withſtand 


The powre of forrein Paynims, which inuadethy land, 


27 

Great ayd thereto his mighty puiſſance, 
And dreaded name,fſhall giue inthar fad day : 
Where alſo proofe of thy prow valiaunce 
T hou then ſhalt make, rincreaſe thy louers pray: 
Long time ye both in armes ſhall beare great ſway, 
Till thy wombes burden thee fromthem do call, 
And his laſt fate him fromthee take away, 
Toorathe cnt off by praCtice criminall 

Of. ſecret focs, that him ſhall make in miſchiefe fall. 


2 
Where theeyet ſhall he leaue, for memorie 
Of his late puiflance, his Image dead, 
Tharhuing himan all aQtiuitic 
To thee ſhall repreſent. Hefrom the head 
Of his cooſfin Conſtantinrs without dread 
Shall take the crowne, thatwas his fathersright, 
And therewith crowne himſelfein th'others ſtead : 
Then ſhall he ifſew forth with dreadfull might, 
Againſt his Saxon foes in bloudy field to fight. 
29 
Like as a Lyon, thatin drowſie caue 
Hath long time lepr, himſelfe ſo ſhall he ſhake 3 
And comming forth, ſhall ſpred his banner braue 
Oucr the troubled South, that it ſhall make 
The warhke Mertians for feare to quake : 
Thrice ſhall hefight with them, _ twice ſhallwinz 
But thethurd time ſhall faire accordance make : 
Andif hethenwithvictoriecanlin, 


He ſhall his dayes with peace bring to his earthly In. 


© 
His ſonne, hight Yortipore, Thall him ſucceede 

In kingdome, but notin felicitic : 

Yerſhall he long time warre with happy ſpeed, 

And with great honour many battels try ; 

Butatthe Nil to th'importun! 

Of froward fortune ſhall be forc't to yeeld. 

But his ſonne Malgo ſhall full mightily 

Auenge his fathers loſle, with ſpeare and ſhield, 
And his proud foes diſcamfitin viQtorious field. 


yg 
Bchold the man, and tell F. Britomart, 
IF ay more goadly creature thou didſtſce; 
How like a G1antin each manly parr 
Beares he himſelfe with portly maicſtee, 
Thatone of th'old Hersesſeemes to bee: 
Hethe ix Iflinds comprouinciall 
In ancient times vnto greatBritannee, 
Shallto the ſame reduce, and to him call 


Their ſundry kings to do their homage ſeuerall, 
M 4 
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All which his ſonne cantich awhile 
Shall well defend, and Saxons powre ſupprelle, 
Vntill a ſtranger king from vaknowne {oyle 
Arriving, him with multitude oppreſle ; 
Great Gormond, hauing with huge mighrineſle 
Ireland ſubdewd , and therein fixt his throne, 
Like a ſwift Otter, fell through emptneſle, 
Shall ouer{wim the Sea with many one 

Of his Norueyſes, to afliſt the Britons fone. 


Hein his fury allſhall FR Ba, 

And holy Church with faithleſs hands deface, 

That thy ſad peoplevrterly fordonne, 

Shall to the vtmoſt mountaines fly apace : 

Was neuer ſo great waſte in any place, 

Nor ſo foul outrage doen by liuing men; 

For, all thy Cuties they ſhall ſacke and raſc, 

And the green grafle, that groweth, they ſhall bren, 
Thatcuca the wild beaſt ſhall die in ſtaruedden. 


4 
Whiles thus the Britons Jon languourpine, 
Proud Etheldred ſhall from the North ariſe, 
Seruing th'ambitious will of Aug»ſftine3 
And paſſing Dee with hardy enterpriſe, 
Shall backe repullſe the valiant Brockwel twiſe, 
And Bangor with maſſacred Martyrs fall ; 
Bur the third time ſhall rew his foolhardiſe : 
For, Cadwan, pittying his peoples ill, 


* Shall toutly himdetear, and thouſand Saxons kill, 


35 
But afterhim, Cadwallin mightily 


On his ſonne Edwin all thoſe wrongs ſhall wreakes 
Neſhail auaile the wicked ſorcerie 
Of falſe Pellite, his purpoſes to breake, 
But him ſhall ſlay, and on a gallowes bleake 
Shall giue th'cnchaunter his vphappy hire : 
Then ſhall the Britons, late dilmayd and weake, 
From their long vaſlalage gin to reſpire, 
And on their Paynum foes — their rankled ire. 


Ne ſhall he yet his wrath lokiane, | 
Till both the ſonnes of Edwin he haue ſlaine, 
Offricke and Oſricke, twinnes ynfortunate, 
Both laine in battell vpon Layburne Plaine, 
Togither with the King of Louthiane, 
Hight Adin, and the Ring of Orheny, 
Both ioynt partakers of the fatall paine : 
But Penda, tearefull of like deſtiny, 
Shall yield himſclfe his liegeman, and ſweare fealty. 


7 
Him ſhall he make his Fara Inſtrument, 
':Mi&the other Saxons vnſubdewd ; 

He marching forth with fury ioſolent 
Againſt the good king Oſwald, who indewd 
With heaucnly powre,, and by Angelsreskewd, 
All holding croſſes in theirhands on hie 
Shall him dcfeate withouten bloud imbrewd : 
Of which, tharfield for endleſſememory, 

Shall Hevenfield be cald toall poſterity. 


8 

Whereat Cadwallin wroth, Gal forth iflew, 
And an huge hoſte iffto Northumberlead, 
With which he godly Oſwald ſhall ſubdew, 
And crowne with Martyrdome his ſacred head. 
Whoſe brother Oſwin, daunted with like dread, 
With price of filuer ſhall his kingdome buy; 
And Penda, ſeeking him adowneto tread, 
Shall tread adowne, and do him fowly die, 


But ſhall with gifts his Lord Cadwallinpacifie. 


Then ſhall Cadwallindye, Le then theraigne 
Of Britons cke with him attonce ſhall die ; 
Ne ſhall the good Cadwallader with paine, 
Or powre, be hable it to remedy, 
Whenthe tullrimeprefixt by deſtiny, 
Shal be expir'd of Britons regiment. 
For, heauen it(elfe ſhall their ſucceſs enuie, 
And them with plagues and murrins peſtitent 
Conſume, till all their warlike puifſance be ſpenr, 


O 

Yet after all theſeſ, IO, huge bulls 

Of dying people, during eight yeeres ſpace, 

Cadwalladernot ores, to his1lls, 

From .Armoricke, where long inwretched caſe 

He liv'd, returning to his native place, 

Shal be by viſion ſay from his intent : 

For, th'heavens haue decreed, to difplace 

The Britons, for their finnes dew puniſhment, 
And to the Saxons ouer-giue their gouernment. 

41 

Then woe, and woe, andeucrlaſting woe, 

Beto the Briton babe that ſhal be borne, 

To liveinthraldome of his fathers foe; 

Late King, now captiue, late Lord, now forlorne, 

The worlds reproche, the cruel] vitours ſcorne, 

Baniſht from Princely bowre to waſtfullwood : 

O who ſhall help me to lament, and mourne 

The royallſeed, the antique Troian blood ! 
Whoſe Empire longer herethen cuer any ſtood. 


42 | 
The Damzell was full deepempaſſioned, 
Both for his griefe, and for herpeoples ſake, 
Whoſe future woes ſo plaine he faſhioned , 
And fighing ſore, at length him thus beſpake; 
Ah! bur will heauens fury neuer ſlake, 
Nor vengeance hugerelentitſelfe at laſt 2 
Will not long miſery late mercy make, 
But ſhall their axory} 3 euer bedefac't, 
Andquitefromth'carth their memory be ras't?- 


4 
Nay but the tearme (ſayd he) is limited, 
That in this thraldome Britons ſhall abide, 
And the juſt reuolution meaſured, 
That they as Strangers ſhall be notifide. 
For twiſe foure hundreth ſhall be full ſupplide, 
Ere they to former rulereſtor'd ſhall be, 
And their importunefates all fatisfide : 
Yet during this their moſt obſcuritee, (may ſee. 
T heir beames ſhall oft breakeforth, that menthem c 
or 
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For Rhodoricke, whoſe ſurname ſhalbe Great, 
Shall of himſelfe a braue enſample ſhew, 
Thar Saxon kings his friendſhip ſhall intreat ; 
And Howell Dha ſhall goodly wel) indew 

The ſaluage minds with skill of juſt and trew ; 
Then Griffyth Conan alſo ſhall vp-reare 

His dreaded head , and th'olde ſparkes renew 
Of native courage, tharhus foes ſhall feare, 


45 
Ne ſhall the Saxons ſelues all peaceably 
Enioy the crowne, which they from Britons wonne 
Fuſtall, and after ruled wickedly : 
For, ere two hundredyeeres be full outrunne, 
Thereſhall a Rauen farre from rifing Sunne, 
With his wide _ veou them fiercely fly, 
And bid his farthlefle chickens ouerrunne 
The fruitfull Plains, and with fell cruelty, 
In their auenge, tread downe the vidtours ſurquedry. 
46 
Yet ſhall a third both theſe, and thine ſubdew; 
There ſhall a Lion from the ſea-bord wood 
Oc Neuſtriacomerorivg, with acrew 
Of hungry whelpes, his battailous bold brood, 
Whole clawes were newly dipt in cruddy blood, 
That from the Daniske Tyrants head ſhallrend 
Th'v{\urped crowne, as if that he were wood, 
And the ſpoyleof the countrey conquered 


Emoneſt his young ones ſhall diuide with bountyhed: 


47 
Tho, when the terme is full accompliſhid, 
There ſhall a ſparke of fire, which hath long-whule 
Bene in his aſhes raked vp and hid, 
Bc freſhly kindled in the frurtfull Tle 
Of Mona, where it lurked in cxile; 


Which ſhall breake forth into bright burning flame, 


And reach into the houſe that beares the ſtile 
Of royall Maicſty and ſoueraigne name 


So ſhall the Briton bloud their crowne againe reclame. 


48 
Thenceforth eternall vnion ſhallbe made 
Between the Nations different afore, 
* And ſacred Peace ſhall louingly perlwade 
The warlike minds;to learne her goodly lore, 
And civile armes to exerciſe no more : 
Then ſhall aroyall virgin raigne, which ſhall 
Stretch her white rod over the Belgicke ſhore, 
And the great Caſtle ſmightſo fore withall, 
Tharit thatf 


4 
But yetthe end is not. The Merlinſtayd, 

As ouercommen of the ſpirits powre, 

Or other ghaſtly ſpeCtacle diſmayd, 

That ſecretly he ſaw, yet n'otc difcoure : 
Which ſuddein fit, and halfe extatick ſtoure 
When the two feareful! women ſaw, they grew 
Greatly confuſed in behauioure; 

Atlaſt the fury pait, toformer hew 


Sherurnd againc, and chearefull looks as earſt did ſhew. 


(beare. 
Leaſt backe againe the kingdome he from them ſhould 


make him ſhake, and ſhortly learne to fall. 


[s) 

T hen, when themſclues they well inſtruted had 
Of ail, thatneeded them to be inquir'd, 
They both conceiuing hope of comfort glad, 
With [1ghter hearts vnto their home retir'd, 
Where they in ſecret counſell cloſe conſpir'd 
How to efteQtſo hard an enterprize, 
And to pollcſle the purpoſe they defir'd: 
Now this, now that,twixt them they diddeuiſe, 


And diuerſe plots did frame, to maske in ſtrange deviſe. 


FI 
Atlaſtthe Nourſe in her foolhardy wit 


Conceiv'da bold deuile, and thus beſpake 
Daughter, I deeme that couoſel) aye mot fir, 
That of the time doth dew aduantage take ; 
Yeſce thatgood king Yther now doth make 
Strong warre vpon the Paynim brethren, hight 
Ofta and 03a, whom helately brake 

Beſide Cayr Yerolame, in victorious fight, 


That now all Pritanniedoth burne in armes brighr. 


52 
Thar therefore nought our paſſage may impeach, 


Let vs in feined armes our ſ(elues diſguiſe, 


(reach 


And our weake hands, whom nced new ſtrength ſhall 


The dreadful ſpeare and ſhield to exerciſe : 
Ne certes daughter that ſame warhke wiſe, 
I weene, would you miſſecme ;for yebecn tall, 
AndlJarge of hmbe, Yatchicue an hard empriſe, 


Ne ought ye want, bur skill, which praftice ſmall 


Will bring, and ſhortly make you a mayd Martial. 


5 
And ſooth, itoupht your es much inflame, 


T9 heare fo often, in that royall houſe, 

From whence to none inferiour ye came : 
Bards tell of many women valorous 

Which haue full many fears aduenturous 
Perform'd, in Paragone of proudeſt men : 
The bold Bunduca, whole vitorious 

Exploits made Rome to quake, ſtout Guendolen, 


Renowmed Martia, and redoubted Emmilez. 


54 
And that, which mote then all thereſt may ſway, 


Latedayes enſample, which theſe eyes beheld, 
In the laſt field before Menexia 

Which 7ther with thole forrein Pagans held, 
Ifawa Saxow virgin, the which feld 

Great Yifiz thrice vpon the bloudy Plaine, 
And had not Carados her hand withheld 

From raſh reuenge, ſhe had him ſurely flaine, 


Yet Carados himſelte from hereſcap't with paine; 


55 
Ah read, quoth Britomart, how is ſhe hight? 


Faire Angela, quoth the, men do her call, 

No whitleſle faire, then terrible in fight: 

She hath the leading of a Marriall 

And mighty people, dreaded more then all 
The other Saxons, which do for her ſake 

And loue, themlſclues of her name Angles call. 
Thereforefuire Infanther enſamp!c make 


Vato thy lelfe, and equall courage to thee take. 


Her 


Tt 
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140 THE THIRD BOOKE OF 


6 
Her heartie words {0 FE + the minde 
Of the young Damzell ſunk, that great deſire 
Of warlike armes in her forthwith they tyn'd, 
And generous ſtout courage did inſpire, 
That ſhe refoly'd, vaweeting to her Sire, 

- Aduent'rous knighthood on herlſelfeto don, 
And counſeld with her Nurſe her mayds attire 
To turne into a maſſic habergeon, 

And bade her all things put inreadineſle anon. 


Cant, T1111. 


Befide thoſe armes there aca 2 mighty ſpeare, 

Which Bladud madeby Magicke art of yore, 

And ys'd the ſame in battaile ayeto beare ; 

Sith which it had been here preſery*din ſtore, 

For his greatvertuesproued long afore : 

For neuer wight ſo faſt in ſell could fit, 

But him perforce vnto the ground it bore: 

Both ſpeare ſhe tooke, and ſhield, which hong by it ; 
Both ſpeare & ſhield of great powre, for her purpoſe fir. 

60 


Thus when ſhe had the virgin all arrayd, 
Another harneſfe, which did hang thereby, 
Abouther ſelfe ſhe dight, thatthe young Mayd 
She might in cquall armes accompanie, 
And as her Squire attend her carefully : 
Tho,to theirreadie Stceds they clombe full light, 
And through back wayes, that none might them eſpie, 
Couered with ſecret cloud of filent night, 
Themlclues they forth conuad, & paſſed forward righs. 
6 


7 
Th'old woman nought, tha? needed. did omit; 
But all things did conueniently puruay : 
It fortuned (fo time their turne did fit) 
A band of Britons riding on forray 
Few dayes before, had gotten a great pray 
Of Saxon goods, emongſt the which was ſeene 
A goodly Armour, andfull rich array, 
Which longd to Angela, the Saxon Queene, 
All fretted round with gold, and goodly well beſcene. 
8 


2 

Ne reſted they, till thatto Faery lond 

They came, as Merlinthem direQted late: 

Where meeting with this Redcrofſe knight, ſhe fond 

Of diverſe things difcourſesto dilate, 

Bu: moſt of Artbegall, and his eſtate. 

Atlaſt their wazes lo fell, that they mote part 

Then each to other well affectionate, ' 

Friendſhip profeſſed with vnfuined heart, 
The Redcroſſe knight duwerſt; but forth rode-Britomart. 


The ſame, with all the old? ornaments, 

King Ryence cauſcd to be hanged hie 

In his chiefe Church, for endlefſe moniments 

Of his ſucceſle and oladfull viQtory : 

Of which her ſelfe auiſing readily, 

- Inth'euening late old Glauce thitherled 

Faire Britomart, and that ſame Armory 

Downetaking, her therein apparelled, 
Well as ſhe might, and with braue bauldrick garniſhed. 
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Bold Marinell, of Britomart, 


Ce NET ; : 
GR Ent, SOUP: Is throwne on the rich ſtrond : WEL S v2, 
| ia, : Ee - - $8 @ > ; . ; . (Y < =; 
Mz CL STIPIE Faire Florimellof CArthar i EDO FE 2 7 Ss 
\* Gs S} Caen A/ þ Y IIS -. 
30s. VA EZuul Za NY SBUONN ELIAS! 
COA VALLARTA ATA | | LANOS 
RE TE; —— - —_— L TR 6.9 : MS EDTIV Ad 33 
ASC ESC ETAL PAINLESS TD SO: 
A ANN Q A _— = fot } (6 ; B_ U l LE —I—G_—_—_ A "4:5 
DA EEE plz. SE 7 = SS 
Pe IEC SSI Aut IN x FIN; 
GN CT ARID WE ” bt OD 77 Ve : © 0 SY 


o 
þ 


Þ IEIOES 
n 7 [J - 


2. 
If they be dead, then woe is me therefore : 
Butif they fleepe, © letthem ſoone awake : 
Forall too long I burne with cnuy ſore, | 
To heare the watlike feates, which Homereſpake 
Of bold Pantheſ#l-e, which made a lake 
Of Greek;/h bloud ſo oft in TroianPlaine; 
But wheht Lread, how ſtout Debora ſtrake 
Proud Siſera, and how Camill' hath flaine 
The huge Or/clochus, I lwell with great diſdaine. 


I 

Here is the antique glory now become, 
That whilome wont in women to appeare ? 
Where be the braue atchicuemets don by ſom ? 
ZI Where be the battels,where the ſhield & ſpeare, 

And all the conqueſts, which them high didreare, 

That matter madefor famous Poets verſe, 

And boaſtfull men ſo oft abaſht to heare ? 

Bene they all dead, and laid in dolefull herſe 2 - 
Or doen they onely flcepe, and ſhallagaine reucrie? 


Yer 


Cant. LIS%H -. 


THE FAERIE QVEENE. 


Yer theſe, and all that clſe bad puiſſance, 

Cannot with noble Britomart comparez 

As well for glory of great valiance, 

As for pure chaſtitie and vertuerare; x 
That all her goodly deeds do well declare. 


Well worthy ſtock, from which the branches ſprong, 


Thar in late yeares ſo fire a blofſome bare, 
As thee, 6 Queene, the matter of my ſong, 
Whoſe lignage trom this Lady Iderie along. 


4 
Who when through ſpecches with the Redcroſſe knight, 
She learned had th'eſtate of Arthegall, 
Andin cach point her ſelte inform'd aright, 
A friendly league of loueperpetuall | 
She with him bound, and Conge tooke withall. 
** Then heforth on his journey did proceede, 
Toſecke aduentures, which motchim befall, 
And win himworſhip through his warlike deed, 
Which alwaies of his paines he madcthe chiefeſt meed. 


5 
But Britomart kept on herformetr courſe, 
Ne cuer doftherarmes, but all the waie 
Grew penſiuethrough that amorous diſcourſe; 
By whichthe Rederoſſe knight did earſt diſplay 
Herlouers ſhape, and cheualrous array ;' | 
A thouſand thoughts ſhe faſhiond in her mind; 
And in her feining fancie did pray | 
' Himſuch, as fitteſt ſhe for loue could finde, 
Wiſc, warlike, perſonable, curteous, and kinde. 

6 


With ſuch ſelfe-pleaſing thoughts her wound ſhe fed, 
And thought ſoto beguile hergrieuous ſmart; 
Butſo her {mart was much more gricuous bred, 
And the deep wound more deep engor'd her heart, ' 
That nought but death her dolour mote depart, ; 
So forth ſhe rode withoutrepoſe or reſt, | 
Searching all lands and each remoteſt part, 

_ Following the guidance of her blinded gueſt, 

Till thatto Ss ſea-coaſt ar length ſhe had addreſt. 


Tt 

There ſhe alighted from-her light-foot Beaſt, 
And fitting dowrie vpontherockiethore, 
Bade her Fe Squire vnlace her lofty creaſt ; 
Tho, hauing viewd awhile the ſurges hore, 
Thar gainſt the craggy clifrs did loudly rore, 
And intheir raging furquedry diſdayn'd, 
Thar the faſt earth affronted them ſo ſore, / 
 Andrhirirdeuouring couctizereſtrayn'd, | 
Thereat ſhe ſighed deepe, andafterthus complayn'd ; 

8 


Huge ſea of ſorrowe; and tempeſtuous griefe, 
Wherein my feeble barke istofled long, 

Far from the hoped Hauen of telicte, 

Who dothy cruell billowes beat ſo ſtrong, | 
And thy moyſt mounitaines each on others throng, 
Threatning to ſwallow vp my fearefull life 

Odo thy cruell wrath and ſpightfull wrong 

At lengthallay, and ſtintthy ſtormy ſtrife; 

Which in theſe troubled bowels reignes, & ragethnife. 


For, elſe my feebleyellell 32's, and crackr' 
Through thy ſtrong buffers and outrageous blowes, 
Cannot endure , but needs it muſt be wr | 
On the rough rockes , or on the ſandy ſhallowes, 
The whiles thatloucitſteres, and fortune rowes ; 
Eoue my lewd Pilothath a reſtleſs mind 
And fortune Boat-ſwaine no aſſurance knowes, 

Bur ſaile withouten ſtarres, gainſttide and wind : 

How canthey other do, ſith both are bold and blind 2 


10 
Thou Gad of winds, that rcignefſtin theſcas, 
Thatreigneſt alſo in the Continent, 
Arlaitblowevp ſome gentle gale of caſe, 
The which may bring my Ship, erceit berent, 
Vato the gladſomeporr of her intent: 
Then when I ſhall my felfe in ſafery ſee, 
A table for cternall monimenr "OOF 
Of thy great grace, and my greaticopardee, 
Great Neptune,1avow to hallow vato thee. 


II, 
Then fighine ſoftly ſore,and inlydeepe; 
She Far - all > plaintin 1 42M = 
For, her great courage would notlet her weepe, 
Tillthat old Glauce gan with ſharperepricfe 
Her to reſtraine, and giue her good reliefs, 
Through hope of thoſe, which Merlin had her tolde 
Should ofher name and nation be chiefe, 
And fetch their being from the ſacred mould 
Of her immortall wombe,to bein heatienenral'd. 


Iz; 
Thus as ſhe herrecomforred, ſheſpyde, 
Wherefarre away oneallin armour bright, 
With haſty gallap towards her 1d ride;. 

. Herdolourlooneſheceaſt, and on her dight 
Her helmet, to her Courler mounting light: 
Her former forrowe into ſuddein writh,. _ 
Both.cooſen paſſions of diſtroubled ſpright, 
Conuerting, forth ſhe beares the duſty path; 


| Loucanddeſpightattonceher couragekmdled hath; 


I 

As when a foggy miſt hath * PN tk 
Thefaceot heaven, and the cleare aire engroſt, 
The world in darkneſle dwels, till that at laſt 
The watry South-winde from the ſea-bord coſt 
Vpblowing ,doth diſperſe thevapourloſt, | 
Andpoures itſelfeforth in'a ſtormy ſhow ; 
So the faire Britomart hauing diſclo'ſt 
Her clowdy care into awrathFull ſtowre, 


Themiſt of griefe difloly'd; did into yengeance powre. | 


I 

Eftſoones her goodly. ſhicld addreſſing faire, 

That mortall ſpeare ſhe in her hand did take, 

Andynto battell did hey ſelfe prepare. I 

The knight,approching, ſternely her beſpake ; 

Sir koight, that doeſt thy yoyageraſhly make 

By this forbidden way in my deſpight, 

Ne doeſt by others deathenſample take, _ 

I read thee foonetetire, whiles thou haſt might, 
Leaſt afterwards it be toolate to take thy flight. 
Yehr11d 
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142 THE THIRD BOOKE: OF Cant. ITIT, 


I 
Ythrild with deepe diſdaine of his proud threat, 
Sheſhortly thus ; Fly they, thatueed to fly : 
Words fearen babes. Imeane not thee entreat 
To paſſe; but maugre thee will paſs or die. 
Ne Fen er ſtayd for th'other to reply, 


But wit ray the reſt made dearely knowne. 
X | 


Strongly the ſtrange knight ran, and ſturdily 
Strooke herfall on the breaſt, that made her downe 


Decline her head, & touch her crouper with her crowne. 


16 

But ſhe againe himin the ſhield did {mite 

With ſo fierce fury __—_ puiflance, 
Thatthrough histhre 


Him ſo transfixed ſhebefore her bore 

Beyond his croupe, thelength of all her lJaunce, 

Till ſadly ſoucing on theſandy ſhore, 
He tombled on'an heape, and wallow'd in his gore. 


17 
Like as the ſacred Oxe, that careleſs ſtands, 
With gilden hornes, andflowry girlonds crown'd, 
Proud of his dying honor and deare bands, 
Whiles tlaltars fume with frankincenſe arownd, 
All ſuddenly with mortall ſtrokeaſtown'd, 
Doth groueling fall, and with his ſtreaming gore | 
Diſtaines the pillours, and the ory {, hems 
And the faire flowres, that decked im afores 
So fell proud Marinellvpon _—_— ſhore. 
I 4 


The Marrtiall Mayd ſtayd not him to lament, 
But forwardrode, and kepther ready way 
Along the ſtrand! which asſheoner-wenr, 
She ſawebeſtrowed all with rich array 
Of pearles and pretious ſtones of 'great alfay, 
And all the grauell mixt with golden owrez 
Whereat ſhe wondred much, but would not ſtay 
| Forgold, orpearkes; or pretious ſtones an howrey 
But them deſpiſed all;for, all was mherpowre. 


2 
Whiles thus he lay in deadly ſtoniſhment, 
Tydings hereof came to his mothers eare ;/ 
His mother was the black-browd Cymient, 
Thedaughter of great Ner#ue, which did beare 
This warbke ſonnevnto an earthly pearc, 
The famous Dumarin; who on a day 
Finding the Nymph afleepein fecretwheare, 
As he by chance did wander thatſame wy: 
Was taken with her loue, and by her cloſely lay. 


20 
There he this knight of her begor:whom borne 
She of his father Marinel did name, 
Andin arocky caue as wightforlorne, 
Long time ſhe foltredvp, tillhe became. 
A mighty man atarmes, and micklefame 
Did get through greataduenitures by him donne: 
For,neuer manhe ſuffred by that ſame 
Rich ſtrond to trauell, whereas hedid wonne, 
But that he muſt do bartell with the Sexxnymphes ſonne. 


h1 quare ſcuchinpearcing quite, 
And through his mayled hauberque, by miſchaunce 
The wicked ſteele through his lett fide did glaunces 


Dy, whoſo liſt for him, he was loues etiemy.. - 


21 

An hundred knights of honorable name 

He had ſubdew'd, and them bis vaſlals made, * 

Thatthrough all Fary load his noble fame 

Now blazed was, and feare did all inuade, 

Thatnone dueſt paſſen through that perilous glade: 

And to aduance his nameand glory more, 

Her Sea-god ſyre ſhe dearely did perſwade, 

T'endow herſonne, with threaſare and rich ſtore, 
Boue all theſonnes, that were of carthly wombes ybore./ 


22 
The goddid grant his daughters deare demaund, 

To doen his Nephew in all riches flowe; 

Efrſoones his heaped waues he did commaund, 

Our of theirholloweboſomeforth to throwe 

All the huge threafure ,which the ſeabelowe 

Had in his greedy gulfedeaoured deepe, 

And him enriched through the ouerthrowe 
 Andwreckes of many wretches, which did weepe 
And often waletheir wealth, which he from them did keep. 


2 

Shortly vpon that ſhore Ps heaped was 
Exceeding riches and all precious things, 
The ſpoyle of all the world, thatit tit paſs | 
The wealth of th'Eaſt, and pompe of Perſian kings ; 
Gold, vr pres pearles, owches, rings, 
Andall thatelſe waspretious anddeare, | 
Theſea'vnto him voluntary brings, 

 Thatſhortly heagrear Lord did appearey 

As was inallthelond of Faery, orelſewhere. 


| 24 

Thereto he was a doughty dreaded knight, 
Tryde often to the {cathe of many dearc, 
That none in equall armes him matchen might . 
The which his motherſceing, gan to feare 
Leaſt his too haughry hardinefs mightreare 
Some hard mishap, in hazard of his life : 
For-thy ſhe oft lym counſcld to forbeare 

| Thebloudy bartell, andtp ſtirrevp {trife, 

But after all his warre, to reſt his weary knife. 

2 

And for his moreafſurance, fe enquir'd 
One day of Protews by his mighty ſpell 
(For Protexs was with prophecieinſpir'd) 
Her deare fonnes deſtinieto herto tell, 
Andthefad end of herfweer Marixell. 
Who, through foreſight of his eternall skil, 
Bade her from woman=kind to keep him well : 
For, of a womanhe ſhould haue much ill, 

A virgin ſtrange and {tout him ſhoyld-difimay, or kill. 

26 


For-thy ſhegaue him warnjiig euery day, 
Theloue of. women notto entertaine; 

' Alcflontoo too hard for living claie, 
From loue1n coutle of nature to refraine : 
Yerhehis mothers lore did well retaine, 

And euerfromfaire Ladies loue did flie; 
Yet many Ladies faire did oft complaine, 
That they for loue of him would doaes dic: 


'Bur 
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But ah, who can deceiue his deſtiny, 

Or weene by warming to auoyd [te fate 2 

That when he ſleepes in molt ſecurity, 

And ſafeſt ſeemes, him ſooneſt doth amate, 
And findeth dew effect or ſoone or late. 

So feeble is the powre of fleſhly arme. 

His mother bade him womens loueto hate, 
For, ſhe of womans force did feare. no harme ; 
So weening to haue arm'd him, ſhe did quite difarme., 
28 


* This was that woman, this that deadly wound, 


That Proteus prophecied ſhould him diſmay, 
The which his mother vainely did expound, 
To behart-wounding loue, which ſhould aſſay 
To. bring her ſonve vnto his laſtdecay. 

So tickle be the tearmes of mortall ſtate, 

And full of {ubtile ſophiſmes, which doe play 
With double ſenſes, and with falſe debate, 
T*approue the ynknowne purpole of cternall fate, 


2 
Too'true the fimon+: M arial it found, 

Whothrough late triall, on that wealthy Strond 
Invlorious now hes in ſenfelefle wound, 
Through heauy ſtroke of Britomartss hond. 

Which when his mother deare did vnderſtond, 

And heauy tydings heard, where-as ſhe playd 
Amongſt her watry ſiſters by a Pond, 

Gathering ſweer Daffadillies, to have made 

Gay girlonds, from the Sun their forheads faire to ſhade 3 


O 
Eftſoones both flowres af oirlonds farre away 
She flong, and her faire deawie locks yret, 
To ſorrow huge ſhee turnd her former play, 
And game{ome'mirthto gricuous dreriment : | 
Shee threw her lelfe downe on the Continent, 
Ne word did ſpeake, but lay as in a ſwoune, 
Whiles all her ſiſters did for her lament, 
With yelling out-cries, and with ſhrieking ſowne ; 
And euery one did tearc hergirlond from her crowne. 


I 
Soone as ſhee vp out of her Cady fir 
Aroſe, thee bade hercharetto be brought, 
And all her fiſters, thatwith her did fit, 
Badeekeattonce their charets to be ſought; 
Tho, full of bitter griefe and penfiue thought, 
She to her wagon clombe ; clombe all the reſt, 
And foorth toge«ther went, with {orrowfraught. 
The waues,obedient to their beheaſt, 
Them yielded ready paſſage, and their rage ſurceaſt, 


32 
Great Neptune ſtood amazed attheir ſight, 
Whales on his broad round backethey ſoftly Mid, 
Andeke himſelfe mourn'd at therr mournfull plighr, 
Yerwiſt notwhattheir wayling meant, yet did 
For great compaſſion of their ſorrow, bid 
His mighty watcrsto them buxome bee : 
Ektſoones theroaring billowes ſtill abid, 
And all the grieſly Monſters of the See 
Stood gaping ar their gate, and wondredthemts ſee: 


A teme of Dolphins RT ih array, 

Drew the ſmooth charet of ſad Cymient; 

They wereall taught by Triton, to obay 

To the long traines, at her commaundement : 

As ſ{ivift as Swallowes on the waues they wenr, 
That their broad flaggy finnes no fome did reace, 
Ne bubblia roundellthey bebindthem ſent; 
Thereſt, of other fiſhes drawen were, 


Which with their finny oars the ſwelling ſea did ſheare. 


4 

Soone as they beene a the brim 
Of the Rich frond, their charets they forlore, 
Andlettheir temed fiſhes ſoftly ſwim | 
Along the margent of the fomy ſhore, _ 
Leaſt they their finnes ſhould bruze, and ſurbate ſore 
Theirtender feet ypon the ſtony ground : 
And comming to the place, where all in gore 
And cruddy bloud enwallowecd they found 

The lucklefle Aarinel, lying in deadly ſfwound ; 


His mother ſwouned thats 4 the third time 

Could ſcarce recouered be out of herpaine; 

Had ſhee not been deuoyd of mortall ſlime, 

She ſhould nor then haue beenreliu'd againe : 

But ſoone as life recouered had the © une, 

She made ſo pittious moane and deare wayment, 

T hat the hard rocks could ſcarce from teares refraine, 

And all her fier Nymphes with one conſent 
Supplide her ſobbing breaches with ſad complement. 

5 


3 
Deareimage of my ſelfe, ſheſaid, thatis, 
The wretched {onne of wretched mother borne, 
Ts this thine high advauncement 2 © is this 
Th'immortall name, with which thee yet vaborne 
Thy Granfire Nerews promult to adorne? 
Now lyeſt thou of life and honourreft; 
Now lyeſt thou a Jumpe of earth forlorne, 
Ne of thy late life memory is left, 
Ne can thy urevocable deſtiny be weft. 


7 
Fond Proteus, father of Cl aphocie , 
And they morefond thatcreditto thee gjue, 
Not this the worke of womans hand ywis, (driue. 
That ſo deepe wound through theſe deare members 
I feared loue : but they that loue doe liue ; 
But they that die, doe neither loue nor hate. 
Nath'leſle, to thee thy folly I forgiue, 
And to my ſelfe, and to accurſed fare 
TheguiltI doe aſcribe: dearewiſedome bought too late. 
O whatavailes it of ——_— ſeed 
To beene ybred and neuer borne to die; 
Farre better | ir deeme todie wath ſpced, 
Then waſteinwoe and wailefull miferte. 
Who dyes, the vtmolt dolour doth abie; 
But who thatliues, is left to wailehis lofle : 
Solife is lofle, and death felicitie. | 
Sad life worſe then glad death : and greater crofle X 
To ſes friends Graue, thet: dead the Grauelelte ro cvgrols. 
N: Bur 
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THE THIRD BOOKE OF 


Cant, ITIIT. 


But if the heauens did his Fi envie, 
And my ſhorrt blifle maligne, yet mote they well 
Thus much afford me, ere that he did die 
Thatthe dim eyes of my deare Marinel 


I mote haue cloſed, and him bid farewell, 


Sith other offices for mother meet 


They would not graunt. 
Yet maulgre them, farewell my ſweeteſt ſweet; 


Farewell my {weeteſt ſonne, fith we no more ſhall meet. 


40 
Thus when they all had ſorrowed their fill, 


They ſoftly ganto ſearch his grieſly wound : 

And thatthey mighthim handle more at will, 

They him diſarm'd, and ſpredding on the ground 
Their watchet mantles frindg'd with filuer round, 
They ſoftly wip't away the ielly blood 

From th'orifice ; which hauing well vp-bound, 
They pourd-in ſoueraigne balme,and Nectar good, 


Good both for earthly med'cine, and for heaucnly food. 
» 4 x 
Tho, when the lilly-handed Liagore 


(This Liagore whylome had learned skill 

In leaches craft, by great Apolloes lore, 

Sith her whylome vpon high Pindss hill, 

He loued, and at lait her wombe did fill 

With heauenly ſeed, whereof wiſe Pon ſprong) 
Did feele his pulſe, ſhee knew there ſtaied ſtill 
Some little life his feeble ſprites emong 3 


Which to his mother told, deſpaire ſhe from her flong. 


42 
Tho, himvp-taking in their tender hands, 


They cahily vnto her charer beare: | 

Her teme at her commaunJdement quiet ſtands, 
Whiles they the corſe into her wagon reare, 

And ſtrowe with flowres the lamentable beare : 
Then all the reſt into their coches clim, 

And through the brackiſh waues their paſſage ſheare; 
Vpon great Neptunes necke they loftly ſwim, 


And to her watry chamber lwiftly carry hin. 


43 
Deepein the bottome of the Sea, her bowre 


Is built, of hollow billowes heaped hie, 

Like to thick clowdes, thatthreat a ſtormy ſhowre, 
And vaulted all within, hike to the sky, 

In which the Gods do dwell eternally : 

There they himlaydineafie couch well dight; 
And ſent in haſte for Tryphon, to apply 

Salues to his wounds, and medicines of might: 


For, Tryphon of Sca-gods the ſoueraine leach 15 hight. 


44 | 
The whiles, the Nymphes fit all about him round, 


Lamenting his mishap and heauy plight; 

And oft his mother viewing his wide wound, 
Curſed the hand that did ſo deadly ſmight 

Her deareſt ſonne, her deareſt harts delight, 

But none of all thoſe curſes overtooke | 
The warlike Mayd, th'enſample of tharmight, 
But fairely well ſhe thriu'd, and well did brooke 


Her noblc deedes, ne herright courſefor ought forſooke, 


” - — — 


4 
Yet did falſe Archimage her * purſew, 
To bripg to pafſe lis miſchieuous intent, 
Now that he kad her fingled from the crew 
Of curteous knights, the Prince, and Faery gent, 
Whom latein Jak of beauric excellent 
Sheleft, purſewing thatſame foſter ſtron g5 
Or whole foule outrage they impatient, 
And full of fiery zeale, him followed long, 
To reskew her from ſhame, and toreuenge her wrong. 
46 
Through thickeand thin, through mountaines & through 
Thoſe two great champions did attonce purfew (plains, 
The fearefull Damzell, with inceflant paines : 
Who from them fled, as light-foot Hare from view 
Of hunters ſwift, and ſent of houndes trew. 
Artlaſt, they camevnto adouble way, 
Where, doubtfull which to take, her to reskew, 
ThemlſzJues they did diſpart, each to aſſay, 
Whether more happy were, to win ſo goodly pray. 


47 
But Timias, the Princes gentle Squire, 
That Ladies loue ynto his Lord forlent, 
And with proud envy and indignant ire, 
After that wicked foſter fiercely went. 
So becne they three three ſundry waies ybent. 
But faireſt fortune to the Prince befell, 
Whoſe chaunce it was,that ſoone hedidrepent , 
To take that way, in which that Damozell 
Was fled:afore, affraid of him, as fiend of hell. 
8 
Atlaſt,of her farre of hee calves view: 
Then gan he freſhly pricke his fomy ſteed, 
Andener as he nigher to herdrew, 
So euermore he did increaſe his ſpeed, 
And of each turning ſtill kept wary heed : 
Aloud to her he oftentimes did call, 
To doe away vaine doubt, and needleſle dreed : 
Full milde to her heſpake, and oft ler fall 
Many meecke words, to ſtay and comfort her withall. 


| 49 

But nothing might relent her haſtie flight ; 
So deepe the deadly feare of that foule ſwaine 
Was carſt impreſſed in her gentle ſpright : 
Like as a feartull Doue, which through the raine ; 
Of the wide ayre her way does cut amaine, 
Hauing farre off eſpydea Taſlell gent, 
Which afterher his nimble wings doth ſtraine, 
Doubleth her haſte for feareto be fore-henr, 

And with her pineons cleaues the liquid firmament. 


O 
With no lefle haſte, and Fr, with no lefle dreed, 
That fearefull Lady fled from him, that ment 
To herno cuill thought, nor emlldeed; 
Werformer feare of beeing foully ſhenr, 
Carried her forward with her firſt intent : 
And though, oft looking backward, well ſhe view'd, 
Her ſelfe Peg from that foſter inſolent, 
And thatit was a knight, which now her ſewd, 
Yet ſhe no lefle the knight feard, then that villainerude. 
Hig 
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His vncouth ſhield and ſtrange armes her diſmayd, 
Whole like in Faery lond were 61dome fſeenc, 
That faſt ſhe from him fled, no lefle affrayd 
Then of wilde beaſts if ſhee had chaſed beene : 
Yet he her follow'd ſtill with courage keene, 
So long, that now the golden Heſperus 
Was mounted high in top of heauen ſheene, 
And warnd his other brethren ioycous, 

To light their blefled lamps in Toyes eternall hous, 

52 

All ſuddenly dim woxe the damp1ſh ayre, 
And griefly ſhadowes couered heauen bright, 
That now with thouſand ſtarres was decked faire; 
Which when the Prince behe}d (a lothfull fight) 
And that perforce, for want of lenger light, 
He mote ſurceaſe his ſuit, and loſe the hope 
Of his long labour, he gan foully wite 
His wicked fortune, that had turnd aflope, 

And curſed night, that reft rom ham ſo goodly ſcope. 


5 
Tho, when her waies he We? no more deſcry, 

But to and fro atdiſaventure ſtrayd; 

Like as a ſhip, whoſe Load-ſtar ſuddainly 
Couered with clowdes, her P1lot hath diſmayd; 
His weariſome purſuit perforce/he ſtayd, 
And from his loftie ſteed Oy" s Wo; 
Did let him forage. Downe himlelfc ke layd 
Vponthe graiſic ground, to ſleepe athrowe; 


The cold earth was his couch, the hard ftecle his pillowe. 


Ae Jatl [ 

But gentle Sleepe envide hum any reſt; 

In ſtead thereotfad ſorrow, and difdaine 

Of has hard hap did vex his noble breſt - - 

And thouſand fancies ber his idle braine 

With their light wings, the ſights of femblants vaine : 

Oft did hewiſh, that Lady faire mote bee 

His Paery Queene, for whom he did complaine : 

Or that his Paery Q ueene wereſuch as ſhee ; 
And euer haſtie Night he blamed bitterly. 


Night, thou foule Mother of annoyanceſad, 
Siſter of heauy Death, and nurſe of Woe, - 
Which waſt begotin Heauen, butfor thy bad 
And brutiſh ſhape, thruſt downe to Hell belowe, 
Where; by the grim floud of Cocytus flowe | 
Thy dwelling 1s, in Hereb#s black hous 
(Blacke Herebus thy husbandis the foe 
Of all the Gods) where thou vogratious, 

Halfe of thy daies dooſt lead in hotrour hideous. 

| | "46 

What had th'eternal] Maker need of thee, 
The world in his continuall courſe to keepe, 
Thar dooſtall things deface, neletreſt ſee 
The beautie of his worke? Indeed in ſleepe, 


[ES 


The florhtull body, that doth loue to ſteepe 
His luſtlefle lirabes, and drowne his baſer mind, 
Doch praiſethee oft, and oft from Stygian deepe 
Calls thee, his goddefle in his errour blind, 


And great Dame Natures hand-maid,chearing euery kind. 


57 
But well I wote, thatto an heauy hart 
'Thouart the root andnurle of bitter cares, 
Brecder of new, renewer of old ſmarts : 
In ſtead of reſt thou lendeſt rayling teares, 
In ſtead of flcepe thou ſ.ndeſt troublous feares, 
And dreadfull vifions, in the which aliue 
The drearie image of ſad death appeares: 
 Sofrom thewearie fpiritthou dooſt driue 
Defired reſt, and men of happinefſle depriue. 
8 


Vader thy mantle blacke Fi hiddenlye, 
Light-ſhunning theft, and trayterous intcag 
Abhorred bloudſhed, and vile felony, 
Shamefull deceipr, and dingerimminent ; 
Foule horror, and eke helluh dreriment: 
Alithele (Iwote) in thy proteCtion bee, 
And lighrdocſhunne, for feare of becing ſhenr: 
For, lightylike is loth'd of them andthee, 

And all thatlewdneſle loue, doe hate the ghtto ce. 


5 

For, day diſcouers all dis hoe wayes, 
And ſheweth each thing as it 151ndeed : 
The prayles of high God he faire diſplayes, 
And his large bounty rightly doth areed. 
Dayes deareſt children bethe blefled ſeed, 
Which darknefle ſhall ſubdew, and heauen win: 
Truth is his daughter; he her firſt did breed, 
Moſt ſacred virgin, without (por of {in. 

Ourlite is day: bur death with darknefle doth begin. 

60 

O when will day thenturne to mee againe, _ 
And ring with him his long expected light ? 
O Titan, haſte to reare thy ow waine ; 
Spced thee to ſpread abroad thy beamez bright, 
Andchale away this too long linpring night; 
Chaſe her away, from whence ſhe came, to hell. 
She, ſheeitis, thathath mee donedeſpight : 
Thereler herwiththe damned ſpirits dwell, 

And yield herroome to day, thatcan it gouerne well, 

| ;24, G1 

Thus did the Prince that wearie night out-weare, 
In reſtleſſe anguiſh and vnquietpaine : 
And earely, ere the morrow did vpreare 
His deawy head out of the Ocean maine, 
He vp aroſe, as halfe in great difdaine, 
Andclombe vnto his ſteed.. So forth he went, 
With heauy looke and lumpiſh paſe, thatplaine 
In him bewrayd great grudgeand maltalent: 


His ſteed cke ſcem'd tapply hus ſteps to his inten. 
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Canto V. 


Prince Arthur heares of Florimell ; 


three Foſters Timias wound: AXE WE 
Belphebe findes him almoſt dead, ESA * 
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| 2 
Ne ſuffererh ityncomely idleneſle, 
In his free thoughtto build herſluggith neſt: 
Ne ſuffereth iti ongly of vngentlenelle, 
Euer to creepe into his noble breſt; 
But to the higheſt and the worthieſt 
Lifteth it vp, that elſe would lowely fall : 
Tt lets not tall, it lets it notto reſt : 
\ Itlets not ſcarce this Prince to breathe at all, 
Bur to his firſt purſuit him forward ſtill doth call: 


| 2 
Who long time wandred through the foreſt wide, 
To find ſome iſſue thence, till at the laſt 
He met a Dwarfe, thatſeemed terrifide 
With ſome late perill, which he hardly paſt, 
Or otheraccident, which him agaſt ; 
Of whom he asked, whence he lately came, 
And whither now he trauelled ſo faſt. 
For, ſore he ſwat, and running through that ſame 


Thi cke foreſt, was beſcratcht, and both his feet nigh lame. 


Panting for breath, and almoſt out of hart, 
The Dwarfe him anſwerd, Sir, il] mote I ſtay 
To tell the ſame. I lately did depart 
From Facry-court, where I haue many a day 
Serued agentle Lady of great ſway, 
And high account through-out all Elfin land, 
Who lately left the ſame, and tooke this way; 
Her now [I ſecke, and if yevnderſtand 


Which way ſhec fared bath, good Sir telLout of hand. 
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What miſter wight, ſaid he, and how arrayd 2 

Royally clad, quoth he, incloth of gold, 

As meeteſt may beſeeme anoble mayd; 

Her fayre locks in richcirclet be enrold, 

And fairer wight did neuer ſunne behold, 

And on a Palfrey rides more white then ſnowe, 

Yet ſhe herſelfe is whiter manifold : 

The ſureſt figne whereby ye may her knowe, 
Is, that ſhe is the faireſt wig - aliue, I trowe. 


Now certes {waine, fajde he, ſuch one I weene, 
Faſt tying through this foreſt from herfo, 
A foule 1]l fauoured foſter, I haue ſeene; 
Her ſelfe (well as I might) I reskew'd tho, 
Bur could not ſtay; ſo faſt ſhe did fore-goe, 
Carried away with wings of ſpeedy feare. 
Ah deareſt God, quoth he;thar is great WOCe, 
And wondrous ruth to all that ſhall itheare. 
Bur can ye read, Sir, how I may her find, or where ? 


7 
Perdy, me lcuer were to weeten that 
Said he, then ranſome of the richeſt knight, 
Orall the good that cuer yerl gat: | 
Butfroward Fortune, and too forward Night 
Such happineſſedid (maulgre) to me ſpight, 
And fro mereft both life and light atrone. 
But Dwarfe arzad, whatis that Lady bright, 
Thatthrough this foreſt wandreth thus alone ? 
For, of her errour ſtrange I haue greatruth and mone. 
8 


That Lady is, quoth he, where-lo ſhe bee; 
The bountieſt virgin, and moſtdebonaire, 
That cuer liuing cye I weene didſce; 
Liues none this day, that may with her compare 
In ſtedfaſt chaſtitie and vere rare, 
The goodly ornaments of beauty bright; 
Andis ycleped Florimell the faire, 
Fre Florimell, beloy'd of many a knight; 
Yetſhe loues none bur one, that Marinell is hight, 


(ant. V. 


THE FAERIE 


9 
A Sca-nymphes ſonne, that Marinell is hight, 
Oc: my deare Dame1s loued dearely well; 
In other none, but hum, ſhe ſers delight : 
Ail her delight 1s ſer on Marinell ; 
Buc heſets nought at all by Florimell : 
For, Ladies loue, his mother long ygoe 
Did him (they ſay) forwarne ns lacred ſpell: 
But fame now flycs, that of a forraine foe 
Hee is yſlaine, which 1s the ground of all our woe. 


10 

Fiue dayes there be, ſince hee (they ſay) was llaine, 
And foure fince Florimell the Court for-weant, 
And vowed neuerto returne againe, 
Till h1m alive or dead ſhee did invent. 
Therefore, faire Sir, for louc of knighthood gent, 
And honour of true Ladies, if ye may 
By your good counſell, or bold hardiment, 
Or luccour her, or me direct the way; 

Doe one, or other good, I you moſt humbly pray. 

II 

So may you gaine to you full great renowme, 
Ofall good Ladies through the world fo wide, 
And haply in her hart find higheſt roome 
Of whom yeeſecke to be moſt magnitide : 
Atleaft, eternall meede ſhall you abide. 


To whom the Prince; Dwarfe, comfort to thee take, 


For, till thou tydings learne what her betide, 
I heere avow thee neuer to forlake. 

Ill weares he armes, that nill them Vle for Ladies ſake. 

i; 

So with the Dwarfe hee back return'd againe, 
To leeke his Lady, where he mote her find ; 
But by the way, he greatly gan complaine 
The want of his good Squire late left behind, 
For whom he wondrous penſiue grewin mind, 
For doubt of danger which mote him betide ; 
For, him he loued aboue all man-kind, 
Hauing him true and faithfull ever tride, 

And vold, as euer Squirethat waited by knights ſide. 


I 
V Vho, all this while, full handy was aflayd 
Of deadly d:nger, which to him betid; 
For, whilcs his Lord purſewd that noble Mayd, 
After that Poſter foulc he fiercely rid, 
To beene avenged of rhe ſhame he did 
To that faire Damzell : Him he chaced long 


Through the thick woods, wherein he wo uld haue hid 


His ſhamefull head from bis avengement ſtrong : 


And oft him threatned death for his outrageous wrong. 


14 

Nath'leſfſe, the villaine ſped himſelfeſo well, 
Whether through ſwiftneſle of his ſpeedy beaſt, 
Or knowledge of thoſe woods, where he did dwell, 
Tharſhortly he from danger was relcaſt, 
And out of fight eſcaped at the leaſt; 
Yetnot eſcaped fromthe due reward 
Of his bad deeds, which daily hee increaſt, 

| Neceaſed not, till him opprefled hard 
The heauy plague, that for ſuch leachours is prepar'd. 


I 
For, ſoone as hee was eaniths out of fight, 
His coward courage gan emboldned bee, 
And caſt avenge pE of thar foule deſpight, 
Which he had borne of his bold enemee. 
Thoto his brethren came : for they were three 
Vngratious children of one graceclcle Sire, 
And vnto them complained,how that hee 
Had vled beene of that foole-harly Squire; 
So them with bitter words he ſtird to bloudy ire. 
16 
Forth-with,themſelues with their Gd inſtruments 
Ofſpoyle and murder they gan arme byliue, 
And with him forth into the foreſt went, 
To wreake the wrath, which he did earſt revine 
In their ſterne breaſts, on him which late did driue 
Their brothcr to reproche and ſhamefull flight: 
For, they had vow'd, that neucr he aliue 
Our of thar foreſt (hould eſcape their nught; 
Vile rancour their rude harts had fild with ſuch deſpight, 
I7 
Within that wood there was a covert glade, 
Fore-by anarrowe foord(tothem weil knowne) 
Through which it was vneath for wight to wade; 
And now by fortune it was overflowne : 
By that ſame way, they knew that Squire ynknowne 
Marte algates palle; for-thy themſelues they ſer 
There 1n await, with thicke woods Over-growne, 
Andall the while their malice they did whet 
With cruell threats, his pa{lage through the ford to ler. 
18 


It fortuned, as they deuifed had, 
The gentle Squire came riding that ſame way, 
Vaweeting ot their wile and treafon bad, 
And through the for to paſſen did aſlay ; 
Butthat fierce Foiter which latefled away, 
Stoutly forth ſtepping on the further ſhore, 
Him boldly bade lis pallage there to ſtay, 
T1ll he had made amends, and full reſtore 

For all the damage which he had him doen afore. 

I 

With that, at him a quiu'ri _ darthe threw, 
With ſo fell! force and villainous deſpight, 
That through his habericon the forkchea] flew, 
And through the linked mayles empearced quite, 
Buthadno powre in his ſottfleſhto bite : ' 
That ſtroake the hardy Squire did ſore Cifpleaſe, 
But more, that him he could not come to {mute 
For, by no 1aeanes the high banke he could ſeale, 

Butlabour'd long in thatdeepe ford with vaine diſeaſe; 


.-- 

And ſtill the Foſterwith his long bore-ſpeare 
Him kept from landing at his wiſhed will; 
Anone one ſen: out of the thicket neare 
A cruell ſhaft, headed with deadly ill, 

And feathered with an vnlucky quill; 

The wicked ſteeleiayd nor, till it did light 

In his left thigh, and deeply diditthrill : 

Excceding ericfethatwound in him empight ; 
But more, that with his foes he could not come to fight. 
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Atlaſt (through wrath and vengeance making way) 

Hee on the banke arriu'd with mickle paine, 

Where the third brother him did ſore aflay, 

And droueathim with all his might and maine 

A forreſt-bill, which both his hands did ſtraine 

But warily he did avoyd the blowe, 

And with hisſpeare requited him againe, 

That both his ſides were thrilled with the throwe, 
And a large ſtreame of bloud out of the wound did flowe. 


22 
Hee, tumbling downe, with gnaſhing teeth did bite 
The bitter earth, and badeto let him in 
Into the balefull houſe of endlefle night, 
Where wicked ghoſts doe waile their former fin, 
Tho, gan the battell freſhly to begin; 
For, nathemore for that ipedtacleBad þ 
Did th'other two their cruell vengeance blin, 
But both attonce on both fides him beſtad, 
Andload vpon him layd, his lifefor to haue had. 


2 
Tho, when that villaine he i'd, which late 
Afﬀrighted had the faireſt Florimell, 
Full of fierce fury, and indignant hate, 
To him he turned; and with rigour fell 
Smote himſo rudely on the Pannikell, 
That to the chin he cleft his head intwaine : 
Downe on the ground his carcafle groucling fel]; 
His finfull ſoule, with deſperate difaine, 
Out of her fleſhly ferme fled to the place of paine. 


24 

That ſceing now the onely laſt of three, 

Who with thatwicked ſhaft him wounded had, 

Trembling with horrour, as that did fore-lee 

The fearefull end of hisavengementſad, 

Through which he follow ſhould his brethren bad, 

His bootlefle boaw in feeble hand vpcaught, 

And there-with ſhot anarrow at the lad; 

Which faintly fluttring, ſcarce his helmet _— 
And glauncing, fell to ground, buthim annoyed naught. 


25 
VVith that, he would haue fled into the wood ; 
But Timias him lightly overhent, 
Right as heeentringwasinto the flood, 
And ſtrooke at him with force ſo violent, 
Thatheadleſſe hm into theford he ſent : 
The carcaſle with the ſtreame was carried downe, 
But th'head fell backward on the Continent. 


So miſchiefe fellvpon the meaners crowne; {nowne: 


They three be dead with y_ , the Squire liues withre- 
” | 
Hee liues, buttakes ſmall ioy of his renowne ; 
For, of that cruell wound he bled ſo ſore, 
Thatfrom his ſteed hefell in deadly fwowne 3 
Yerſtillthe bloud forth guſhtin ſo great ſtore, 
Thathelay wallow'dall in his owne gore. 
Now Godthee keep, thou gentleſt Squirealiue : 
Elſe ſhall thy louing Lord theeſee no-more; 
Butboth of comfort him thou ſhalt deprive, 


And ekethy ſelfe of honour, which thou didft ajchicue, 


27 
Prouidence heauenly paſſeth liuing thought, 
Anddoth for wretched mens reliete make way ; 
For, loe, great grace or fortune thither brou ghr 
Comfort to him, that comfortleſle now lay. 
In thoſe ſame woods, ye wellremember may, 
How that a noble huntereſle did wonne, 
Shee, that baſe Braggadocchio did aftray, 
And madehim faſt out of the foreſtrunne ; 
Belphebe was her name, as faire as Phebus ſunne. 
28 
Shee, on a day, asſheepurſewdthe chace 
Ofſome wild beaſt, which with her arrowes keene 
She wounded had, the ſame along did trace 
By tract of bloud, which ſhe had treſhly ſeene, 
To hauebeſprinkled all the graſſie Greene; 
By the great perſue which ſhe there perceau'd, 
Well hoped ſhe the beaſt engor'd had beene, 
And made more haſte, the life to haue bercau'd: 
But ah : her expectation greatly was deceau'd. 


2 
Shortly ſhe came, whereas dan wofull Squire 
With bloud deformed lay in deadly fwound: 
In whoſe faire eyes, like lamps of quenched fire, 
The cryſtall humour ſtood congealed round; 
His locks, like faded leaues fallen to ground, 
Knotted with bloud, in bunchesrudely ran, 
And his ſweetlips, on which before that ſtound 
The bud of youth to bloſlomefaire began, 
Spoyld of their roſie red, were woxenpale and wan. 
O 
Saw neuer liuing eye coniodiney ſight, 
T hat could haue made arock of ſtone to rew, 
Or riue intwaine: which when that Lady bright 
(Befides all hope) with melting eyes did view, 
All ſuddainly abaſht,ſhe changed hew, 
And with ſterne horrour backward gai to ſtart : 
But, when ſhe better him beheld, ſhegrew 
Full of ſoft paſſion and ynwonted ſmart : 
The poynt of pitty pearced through her tender hart. 
I 
Meckely ſhe bowed FIT of weetif life 
Yetin his frozen members didremaine 
Andfeeling by his pulſes beating rife, 
T hat the weakeſoule her ſeatdid yetretaine, 
She caſt to comfort him with buſie paine : 
His double-folded neck ſheerear'd vpright, 
And rubd his temples, andeachtrembling yaine ; 
His mayled haberjeon ſhe did vndight, 
And from his head his heauy burganer didlight. 


2 
Into the woods then Guth in haſte ſhe went, 

To ſeckefor hearbes, thatmote him remedy 3 
For, ſhe of hearbes had great intendiment, 
Taught of the Nymph, which from her infancy 
Her nurſed had intrue Nobility : 
There, whether it divine Tobacco were, 
Or Panachea, or Polygony, 
Shee found, and broughtit to her Paticht deare, 


Whoall this while lay bleeding out hus hart-bloud neare. 
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The ſoueraigne weede bennint two marbles plaine 
She pownded ſmall, and didn peeces bruze, 
And then atweeneherhlly handez twaine, 
Into his wound the juyce thereof did {cruze, 
And round about (as ſhe could well it vze) 
The fleſh there-with ſhce {uppled and did ſteepe, 
T'abare all ſpaſme, and ſoke the ſwelling bruze 3 
And after, hauing ſearcht the intule deepe, 
She with her ſcarfe did bind the wound fr6 cold to keepe. 


4 

By this, he had ſweet life a againe ; 

And groning1nly deepe, atlaſt his eyes, 

His watry cyecs, drizling like deawy raine, 

He vp gan lift toward the azure _ 

From whence deſcend all hopelefle remedies : 

There-with he ſigh'r, and turning him aſide, 

The goodly Maid (full of divinities, 

And gifts of heauenly grace) he by him ſpide, 
Her boaw and gilden quiuerlying him beſide. 


Mercy deare Lord, ſaid "I, = graces this, 

Thatthou haſt ſhewed to mee ftinfull wight, 

To ſend thine Angell from her bowre of bliſs, 

To comfort mein my diſtrefled plight? 

Angell, or Goddeſle doeT call thee right ? 

What ſeruice way Idoe vnto thee meet, 

That haſt from darkneſfle mee return'd to light, 
And withthy heaucnly falues and med'cines iweet, 
Haſtdreſt my tinfull wounds ? I kifle thy bleſled fect. 

6 
Thereat ſhe bluſhin g ſaid, Ah gentle Squire; 

Nor Goddeſle I, nor Angell, but the Mayd, 

And daughter of a wooddy Nymph, defire 

No ſeruice, but thy ſafety and ayde; 

Which if thou gaine, I ſhall be well apayd. 

Wee mortall wights, whoſe lives and fortunes bee 

To common accidents ſtill open layd, 

Arc bound with common bond of "Wt 
To ſuccour wretched wights, whom we captiucd ſee. 


7 
By this, her Damlſels whic? the former chace 
Had vndertaken, after her arriu'd, 
As did Belphebe, in the bloudy place, 
And thereby deem'd the beaſt had been depriu'd 
Of life, whom late their Ladies arrow riv'd: 
For-thy,the bloudietract they follow faſt, 
And euery oneto runne the {wifteſt ſtriy'd : 
But two of them thereſt far overpaſt, 
And where their Lady was, arriued atthe laſt. 
8 
Where, when they ſaw that od] boy, with blood 
Defouled, and their Lady Irefſs hiswound, 


They wondred much, and ſhortly vnderſtood, 

How him in deadly caſe theirLady found, 

And reskewed out of the heauie ſtound. 

Eftſoones his warlike courſer, which was ſtrayd 

Farre in the woods, whiles that he lay in ſwound, 

Shee made thoſe Damſels ſearch, which beeing ſtayd, 
They did him ſer thereon, and forth with them conuayd. 


39 
Into that foreſtfarrethey thence himled, 
Where was their dwelling, in apleaſant glade, 
With mountaines round about enyironed, 


And mightie woods, which did the valley ſhade, 


And ikea itately Theatre it made, 
Spreading itſelte into a ſpatious Plaine. 
Andin the midſt a little river plaid 


Emongſt the pumy ſtones, which ſeem'd to plaine 


With gentle murmure, that his courſe they did reſtraine. 


40 
Beſide the ſame, a dainty place there lay, 
Planted with myrtle trees and laurels greene, 
' Inwhuch the birds ſung many alouely lay 


Of Gods high praiſe, and of their loues ſweet teene, 


As it ancarthly Paradiſe had beene : 

In whoſe encloſed ſhadow there was pight 

A faire Pauihon, ſcarcely to beſeene, 

The which was all within moltrichly dight, 
That greateſt Princes liuing it mote well deli ght. 


Thither they brought that wounded Squire, and layd 


In eafie couch his feeble limbes to reſt. 
Hee reſted him awhile, and then the Mayd 
His ready wound with better falues new dreſft ; 
Daily ſhe dreſſed him, and did the beſt 
His gricuous hurtto gariſh, that ſhe might, 
Thatſhortly ſhe his dolourhathredreſt, 
And his foule ſore reduced to faire plight: 

It ſhe reduced, but himſelfe deſtroyed quight. 


42 
O fooliſh Phyſick, and vnfruitfull paine, 
T hat heales vp one,and makes another wound : 
She his hurt thigh te him recur'd againe, 
But hurt his hart, the which before was ſound, 
Through an vnwary dart, which did rebound 
From her faire eyes and gracious countenaunce. 
What bootes it him from death to bevnbound, 
To be captiued in endlefſe durance 
Of ſorrow and deſpaire without aleggeance ? 


Still as his wound did NEE orowe whole, 
So ſtill his hart woxe ſore, and health decayd : 
Madnefleto faue a part, andloſe the whole. 
Still when-as hee beheld the heauenly Mayd, 
Whiles daily plaiſters to his wound the Jayd, 
So ſtill his malady the more increaſt, 


The whiles her matchlefle beauty him diſmayd. 


Ah God ! whatother could he doe atleaſt, 
But loue ſo faire a Lady, thathis lifereleaſt 


Long while he ſtroue in his courageous breſt, 
With reaſon dew the paſſion to ſubdew, 
And loueforto diſlodge out of his neſt : 
Still when her excellencies he did view, 
Her ſoueraigne bounty, and celeſtial] hew, 
Theſameto loue he ſtrongly was conſtraind : 
But when his meane eſtate he did renew; 
He from ſuch hardy boldnefſewas reſtraind, 
And of his Iuckleſſelotand cracllloue thus plaind ; 
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Vnthankfull wretch, ſaid he, is this the meed, 
With which her ſoueraigne mercy thou dooſt quight 2 
Thy life ſhe ſaued by her —_ deed, 
Butthou dooſt weene with villainous deſpight 
To blot her honour, and her heauenly light. 
Dye rather, dye, then fo diſloyally 
Decme of her high deſert, or feeme ſo light : 
Fairedeath it is to ſhunne more ſhame, to die: 
Die rather, die, then cuer loue diſloyally. 
6 


4 
But if to love diſloyaltie itbee, 
Shall I then hate her, that from deathes dore 
Me brought 2 ah! farre be {uch reproche fro mee. 
What can I lefle do, then her loue therefore, 
Sith I her due reward cannotreſtore : 
Dyerather, die, and dying doe her ſerue, 
Dying her ſerue, and living her adore ; 
Thy life ſhe gaue, thy life the doth deſerue : 


© Dyerather, die, then cuerfrom her ſeruice ſwerue. 


47 
But fooliſh boy, what bootes thy ſeruice baſe 
To her, to whom the heauens doe ſerue and ſew ? 
Thou a meane Squire, of mecke and lowely place, 
She heavenly borne, and of celeſtiallhew. 
How then ? of all,loue taketh equallview : 
And doth nothigheſt God vouchſafe to take 
Tkeloue and ſervice of the baſeſt crew ? 
 Ifſhee will not, dyemeckly for herſake; 
Dyerather, dye, then euerfo faire loue forſake. 


4 
Thus warreid heelong time againſt his will, 
Till that (through weakeneſle) he was forc't atlaſt 
To yield himſclte vnto the mighty ill : 
Whach, as a Victor proud, gan ranſack faſt 
His inward parts, and Jl his entrailes waſte, 
 Thatneitherbloud in face, nor life in hart 
Itleft, bur both did v2.0 dry vp, and blaſt ; 
As pearcing levin, whichthe inner pert 
Ofeuery thing conſumes, and calcineth by art. 
<& . 
Which ſeeing, faire Belpharke gan to feare, 
Leaſt hacks wound wereoly wellnothealed, 
Or thatthe wicked ſtecle empoyined were: 
Little ſhee weend, that louc he cloſe concealed ; 
Yet ſtill he waſted, as the \nowe congealed, 
When the brioht ſunne his beames -1 arvad doth beat; 
Yerneuer he his hartto her revealed, 
But rather choſe to die for forrow great, - 
Then with diſhonourable tearmes her to intreat. 


FO 
Shee (oracious Lady) yetno paines did ſpare 
Todnechimeaſe, or doe him remedie: 
Many Recſtoratiues of vertues rare, 
And coſtly Cordialles ſhee did apply, 


——— 


To mitigate his ſtubbornemalady : 

But that ſweet Cordiall, which can reſtore 

A loue-fick hart, ſhee did to himenvy ; 

To him and all th'vnworthy world forlore 
She did envy that ſoueraigneſalue, in ſecret ſtore, 


FI 

That dainty Roſe, the daughter of her Morne, 
More dearethen life ſhee tendered, whole lowre 
The giriond of her honour did adorne : 
Ne ſuffred ſhe the Middayes ſcorching powre, 
Ne the ſharp Northerne wind thereonto ſhowre, 
But lapped vp her filken leaues moſt chaire, 
When-ſo the froward sky beganto lowre: 
Butſooneas calmed was the Cryitall ayre, 

She did itfaire diffpred, and letto floriſh faire. 


F2 
Eternall God, in his almighty powre, 
To make enſample of his heanenly grace, 
In Paradiſe whylome did plant this flowre; 
Whencc he it fercht out of her natiue place, 
An didin ſtock of earthly fleſh enrace, 
That mortall men herglory ſhould admire: 
In gentle Ladies breit, and bountious race 
Ot woman-kind itfaireſt lowre doth ſpire, 
And beareth fruite of honour and all chaſte defire. 


5 
Faire impes of benaybats bright ſhining beames 
Adorne the world with like —— hght, 
And to your willes both royalties and Realmes 
Subdew, through conqueſt of your wondrous might, 
Wirth this faire flowre your goodly girlonds dight, 
Of chaſtitie and vertue virginall, 
That ſhall embelliſh more your beaurie bright, 
And crowne your heads with heauenly coronall, 


Such as the Angels weare before Gods tribunall. 


To your faire ſelues a faire a IE frame, 
Of this faire Virgin, this Belphebe faire ; 
To whom, in perfe&ioue and ſpotlefle fame 
Of chaſtitic, none huing may compaire : 
Ne poyſnous Envy iuſtly can empaire 
The prayſe of her freſh flowring Maidenhead ; 
For-thy ſheſtandeth on the higheſt ſtaire 
Ofth'/honourable Rage of woman-head, 
ThatLadies all may followe her enſample dead. 


| 5 

In ſo great prayſe of Riedfat chaſttie, 
Nath'leſſe, ſhe was ſo curteous and kind, 
Tempred with grace, and goodly modeſty, 
That ſeemed thoſe two vertues ſtroue to find 
The higherplacein her Hervick mind : 
So ſtriuing each did other more augment, 
And bothencreaſt theprayſe of woman-kind, 
And both encreaſt her beauty excellent; 

So all did make in her a perfet complement. 


—_— 
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/f Ye wonder, how this noble Damozell 


1, 


So farre from Court and royall Citadell, 

The great ſchoolemilſtreſle of all curtely : 
Seemeth that ſuch wild woods ſhould far expell 
All ciuill vlage and gentility, 

And gentle ſprite deforme with rude ruſticity. 


2 
But to this fayre Belphebein her berth 
The heauens ſo fxuourable were and free; 
Looking with nuld'aſpe&t vpon the earth, 
In th'Horoſcope of her natiuitee, 
Tharall the gifts of grace and chaſtitee 
On her they poured forth of plentious horne 3 
Toue laught on Yenwsfrom his ſoueraigne ſee, 
And Phebus with faire beames did her adorne, 
And all the Graces rockther cradle becing borne. 


Her birth was of the EBE. of Morning dewe, 

And her conception of the ioyous Prime, 
And all her whole creation did her ſhewe 
Pure and vnſpotted from all loathly crime, 
Thar is ingenerate un fleſhly ſlime. 
So was this Virgin borne, ja was ſhe bred, 
So was ſhee trained yp from time to time, 
In all chaſte vertue, and true bounti-hed, 

Tillto her due perfeCtion ſhee was ripened. 


4 

Her mother was the faire Chryſogonee, 
The daughter of Amphiſa & A by race 
A Faerie was, yborneof high degree; 
She bore Belphebe, ſhe bore in like caſe 


Faire Amoretta 1n the ſecond place: 


Theſe two were twinnes, and twixtthem two did ſhare 


The heritage of all celeſtiall grace ; 
_ Tharallthereſt it ſeem'd they robbed bare 
Ofbouanrie, and of beautie, and all yertues rare. 
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33 Ell may I weene, faire Ladies, all this while 


So great perfections did in her compile; 


2 Sith that in ſaluage foreſts ſhe did dwell, 
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5 
It were a goodly ſtorie, to declare, . . 
By whart ſtrange accident faire Chryſogone 
Conceiu'd thele Infants, and how them ſhe bare, 
In tins wilde foreſt wandring all-alone, 
After ſhe had mnEmoneths tulfild and gone : 
For, notas other wemens common brood, 
They wereenwombedia the ſacred throne 
Of herchaſte body ; nor with commonfood, _ 
As other wemens babes, they ſucked vitall blood: 
6 


But wondrouſly they were begot, and bred 
Through influence of th'heanens fruitfull ray, 
As itn antique bookes 1s mentioned. 

It was vpon a Sommers ſhiny da 

(When Titanfayre his hot beames did ditplay) 

In a freſh fountaine, farrefrom all mens view, 

She bath'd her breſt,the boyling hear rallay; 

She bath'd with roſts rcd, 2nd violets blew, 
And all the ſweeteſt flowres, that in the foreſt grew; 


7 
Till faint through irkeſom wearineſle, adown 
Vpon the graſſie ground her {elfe ſhe layd 
To ſlcep, thewhules a gentle lumbring fwoun 
Vpon her fell all naked bare dilplayd ; | 
The ſunne-beames bright vpon her body playd, 
Beerng through former bathing mollifide, _ 
And pearc'tinto her wombe, where they embayd 
With fo ſweet ſenſe and ſecret powervalpide, 
Thatin her pregnant fleſh they ſhortly fructifide. 
8 


Miraculous may ſeeme to him, that reades 
So ſtrange enſample of conception; 
But reaſon teacheth that the fruitfull ſeades 
Ofall things huing, through impreſſion 
Ofthe ſun-beames in moylt complexion, 
Doelife conceiue, and quicknedare by kind: 
So, after Nilusinundation, 
Infinite ſhapes of creatures men doe find, 


Informed in the mud, os which the Sunne hath ſhin'd. 
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Great father hee of ceneraben 
Is rightly cald, th'authour of life and light; 
Andhis Lire fiſter for creation 
Miniſtreth matter fir, which tempred right 
With heatandhumour, breedes the liuing wight. 
So 40-4 W769 twinnes in wombe of Chryſogoxe, 
Yet wiſt ſhe nought thereof, bur ſore atfright, 
Wondred to ce ber belly ſo vp-blone, 
Which ſtill increaſt, till ſhe herterme had full our-gone. 
10 
Whereof conceiving ſhame and foule diſgrace, 
Albe her guiltleſle conſcience her cleard, 
She fled into the wilderneſle a ſpace, 
Till that vnweeldy burden ſhe had reard, 
And ſhund dishonour,whichas death ſhe feard: 
Where wearie of long trauell, downeto reſt 
Her ſelfe ſhe ſet, and comfortably cheard; 
There aſad clowd offleepe her ouerkett, 
And ſcrzed euery ſenſe with ſorrow ſore oppreſt. 
Ii 


It fortuned, faire Pens hauing loſt 
Her little ſonne, the winged god of loue, 
Who for ſome light diſpleaſure, which him croſt, 
Was from her fled, as flit as ayery Doue, 
And lefther blisfull bowre of ioy aboue, 
(So from her often he had fled away, 
When ſhefor __ him ſharply did reproue, 
And wandredin the world in ſtrange artay, (wray.) 
Diſguiz'd in thouſand ſhapes, thatnone might him be- 


I2 
Him for to ſecke, ſhelefther heauenly hous 
(The houſe of goodly formes and faire aſpeCts, 
Whence all the world derives the glorious 
Features of beauties, and all ſhapes ſele&, 
With which high God his workmanſhip hath deckt) 
And ſcarched cuery way, through which his wings 
Had borne him, or his trat ſhe mote dere : 
She promiſt kiſſes ſweet, and ſweeter things 
Vnto the man, that of him tydings to her brings. 
I 


3 

Firſt, ſhee him ſought in Court, where moſt he vſed 
Whylome to haunt, but there ſhe found him not; 
But many there ſhe found, which ſore acculed 
His falſehood, and with foule infamous blot 
His cruell deedes and wicked wiles did ſpot : 
Ladies and Lordesſhee euery where mote heare 
Complayning, how with his empoylned ſhot 

Their wofull he wounded had whyleare, 
And ſo had leftthem languiſhing twixthope and feare. 


I4 

She then the Citicsſought,from gateto gate, 
And euery one did aske, did he him ſee; 
And euery one her anſwerd, that too late 
Hee had him ſeene, and feltthe crueltic 
Ofhis ſharp darts, and hotartillerie ; 
And euery onethrew forth reproches rife 
Of his miſchicuous deedes, and ſaid, That hee 
Was the diſturber of all ciuill life, 

The enemy of peacct; and author of all ſtrife, 


—_— — 
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Then, in the Countrey ſhe abroad him ſought, 
And in the rurall cottages enquired ; 
Where alſo, many plaints toher were brought, 
How hee their heedlefle harts with loue had fired, 
And his falſe vetim through their veines inſpired; 
And ckethe gentle ſhepheard fivaines, which ſat 
Keeping their fleccie flocks, as they were hired, 
She ſweetly heard complaine, both how and what 
Herſonne had to them doen yet ſhee did ſmiletherear. 


16 


But whenin none of all theſe ſhee him got, 


Shee gan aviſe where elſe he mote him hide : 

Ar laſt, ſheherbe-thought, thatfhee had not 
Yerſe ongt the ſalvage woods and foreſts wide, 
In which full many louely Nywphes abide, 
Mongit whom mught be, that he did cloſcly lye, 
Or that the loue of ſome of them him ryde: 
For-thy ſhe thither caſt her courſe apply, 


To fearch the ſecret haunts of Dianes company. 


Sh 


I 
ortly, vnto the waſtefull —_ ſhee came, 
Where-as ſhee found the Goddefle with her crew, 
After late chace of their embrewed game, 

Sitting beſide a fountaine in arewe, 

Some of them waſhing with the liquid dewe 
From off their daintie limbes the duſty ſweat, 
And ole, which did deforme their liucly hewe; 
Other lay ſhaded from the ſcorching heat; 


The reſt,vpon her perſon, gaue attendancegreat. 
"—""mP 


Shee, hauing hong vpon a bough on high 


Her boaw and painted quiuer, had vnlac't 

Her filuer buskins from her nimble thigh, 

And herlankeloynes vngirt, and breaſts vnbrac't, 
Afterher heatthe breathing cold to taſte; 

Her golden locks, thatlatein treſſes bright 
Embreaded were for hindring of herhaſte, 

Now looſe about her ſhoulders hong vndight, 


And were with ſweet Ambroſia all beſprinkled Light. 


I9 
Soone as ſhe Yenus ſaw behind her back, 


Shee was aſham'd to be ſo looſe ſurpriſed; 

And woxehalfe wroth againſt her damſfels lack, 
Thathad not her thereof before aviſed; 

But ſuffred her ſo carcleſly diſguiſed 

Be overtaken. Soone her garments looſe 
Vpgath'ring, in her boſome ſhe compriſed, 
Well as ſhee might, and to the Goddeſle roſe, 


Whilſt all her Nymphes did like agirlond her encloſe, 


20 


Goodly ſhee ganfayre Cytherea greet, 


And ſhortly asked her what cauſe her brought 
Into that wildernefle (for her vnmeet) 
From her ſweet bowres,& beds with pleaſures fraught: 
That ſuddaine change ſhe ſtrange adventure thought. 
Towhom (halfe weeping) ſhee thns anſwered, 

That ſhee her deareſt ſonne Cupido wn. 
Who in his frowardneſle from her was fled; 


That ſhe repetited fore, to haue him angered, 


Thereat 


(ant. V 1. 
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21 
Thereat Diana gan to ſmile, in {corne 
OZ her vaine plaint, and to her ſcoffing ſaid; 
Great pitty ſure, thatye be ſo torlorue 
Of your gay lonne, thar giues yelo good ayd 
To your diſports: 1] mote yce been apayd. 
But {hce was more engrieucd, andreplide; 
Faire fiſter, il] beleemes it to vpbrayd 
A dolefull hart with fo diſdainefull pride ; 
The like that mine, may beyour paine another tide. 
22 
As you in woods and wanton wilderneſſe 
Your glory let, to chace theſajuage beaſts; 
So my delightis all in ioyfulneſle, 
In beds, in bowres, in bankets, and in feaſts : 
And ll becomes you with your loftie creafts, 
To ſcorne the ioy that Toxe is glad to ſceke ; 
We both are bound to follow heauens beheaſts, 
And tend our charges with obeiſance mecke : 
Spare (gentle fiſter) with reproche my paineto ecke 
23 
And tell me, if thatyce my ſonne haue heard, 
To lurke emongſt your Nymphes in ſecret wize; 
Oc keepe their cabins : much I am atteard, 
Leaſt he like one of thera himſelfe difgurze, 
And turne his arrowes co their exerc1ze : 
So may hee long himlelfe tull eafie hide : 
For, he 1s Faire and freſhin face and guize, 
As any Nymph (let nor it be enyide. ) 
So ſaying, cucry Nymph full narrowly ſhe eyde. 
2 
But Phebe there-with ſore was angered, 
And tharply ſaid ; Goe Dame, goe ſceke your boy, 
Where you him lately Icft, in Mars his bed ; 
He comes not here, we ſcorne his fooliſh ioy, 
Ne lend we leiturets his idle toy : 
Bur if I catch himin this company, 
By Stygianlake I vow, whoſclad anno 
The Gods doedread, he dearely ſhall aby : 
Ile clip his wanton wings, thathe no more ſhall fly. 


25 

Whom whenas Yenusſaw lo ſore dilplealed, 

Sheinly ſory was, and ganrelent 

What ſhee had ſaid: fo her ſhee ſoone appeaſed, 

With ſirgred words and gentle blandiſhmenr, 

Which as a fountaine from herſweert lips went, 

And wcllcd goodly forth, that in ſhorr ſpace 

Shee was well plea{d, and forth her damzels ſent, 

Through all the woods, to ſearch from placeto place, 
If any math of him or tydings they mote trace. 

2 

To ſearch the God of Loue, her Nymphes ſheſent 

Throughout the wandring foreſt cuery where: 

And after them her lſclfe = with her went 

To ſeeke the fugitiue, both farre and nere. 

So long they ſought, till they arrived were 

In that ſame ſhadie covert, whcre-as lay 

Faire Chryſogone in lumbry traunce whulere : 

Who in her ſleepe (a wondrous thing to fay) 
Vawares had borne two babes, as faire as ſpringing day. 


27 

Vawares ſhe them conceiu'd, vawares ſhe bore : 
She bore withouten paine, that ſhee conceiued 
Withouren pleaſure : ne her need implore 
Lucinaesayde : which when they both percciued, 
They were through wonder nigh of tenſe bereaued, 
And g2zing each on other, nought beſpake : 
Arlait, they both agreed, her (teeming grieued) 
Our of her heauy ſwounc not to awake, 

But irom her louing fide the render babes to take. 

28 

Vp they them tooke; cach onea babe vp-rooke, 
And with them carried, to be foltered, 
Dime Phebe to a Nymph her babe beteoke, 
To be brought vpin feriedt Maydenhed, 
And of her [ife, her name Pelphebe red : 
Burt Yenz hers hence farre away convayd, 
To beyp-broughtin goodlie womanhed, 
And in her little Loucs ſtead, which was ſtraid, 

Her Amoretta cald, to comfort her diſmaid. 


2 

Shee brought herto her The Paradiſe, (dwell. 

Where moſt ſhewonnes, when ſhee on carth does 

So faire a place, as Nature can deuile : 

Whether 1n Paphos, or Cytherozn hill, 

Or it in Gnidus be, I wotenor well; 

But well I wote by tryall, that this ſame 

All other pleaſantplaces doth excell, 

And calledis by herloſt Loners name, 
The Garden of Adons, farrerenowm'd by fame. 


0. 

In thatſame Garden, demnatly flowres 

Where-with dame Nature doth her beautifie, 

And decks the girlonds of her Paramoures, 

Arc fetcht: there js the firſt ſeminarie 

Ot all things, that are borne toliuc and die, 

According to their kinds. Long worke it were, 

Heere to account the endlefſe progenie 

Oc all the weedes, that bud and bloſſome there; 
B:r{o much as doth need, muſt needs be counted here, 


L 
It fited was in fruitfull fovle at old, 
And girt-in with two walles on erthcrfide; 
The one of iron, the other of bright gold, 
That none might thorough breake, nor over-ſtride ; 
And double gates ithad, which opened wide, 
By which bothin and out men moten pals ; 
Th'one fure and freſh, the other old and dride : 
Old Genizs the Porter of them was, 
Old Genius, the which a double nature has. 
2 
He letteth in, heletterh SE wend, 
All that to come into the world defire ; 
A thouſand thouſand naked babes attend 
Abour him day and night, which doe requre, 
Thathee with fleſhly weedes would thematrire : 
Such as him iſt, ſuch as eternail fate 
Ordained hath, he clothes with finfull mire, 
Andſendethforth ro live in morrtall itate, 
Till they againereturne backe by the hunder gate. 


After 
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After that they againe Ne LF beene, 

T hey in that Garden planted be againe; 

And growe afreſh, as they had neuer ſcene 

Fleſhly corruption, nor morrtall paine. 

Some thouſand yeares fo doen they there remaine ; 

And then of him are clad with other hew, 

Or fentinto the changetull world againe, 

Till thither they rerurne, where firlt they grew : 
Sohke a wheele around they runnefrom old to new. 


4 

Ne needs there Gardiner , {ct, or ſowe, 

To plant, orprune : for, of their owne accord, 

All things as they created were, doe growe, 

And yetremember well themigfity word, 

Which firſt was ſpoken by th'Almighry Lord, 

T hat bade them to increaſe and _ 'B 

Ne doethey need with water of the ford, 

Or of the clowdes, to moyſten their rootes dry; 
For, inthemſclues, cternall moyſture they imply. 


Infinite ſhapes of creatures 2 0M are bred, 
And vncouth formes, which none yet euer knew, 
Andeuery fort isin a ſundry bed 
Setbyatſclte, and rankt in comely rew : 
Some fit for reaſonable ſoules t'indew, 
Some made for beaſts, ſome made for birds to weare, 
Andallthe fruitfull ſpawne of fiſhes hew 
In endlefſeranks along enranged were, 
That ſcem'd the Ocean could not containe them there. 
6 
Daily they growe, and 4ail? forth arc ſent 
Into theworld, it to repleniſh more ; 
Yetis the ſtocke not leflened, nor ſpent, 
But ſti]! remaines in euerlaſting ſtore, 
As it at firſt created was of yore. 
For, inthe wide wombe of the world, there lyes 
- In hatcfull darkneſſe,and in deepehorrore, 
An hugeeternall Chaos, which ſupplies 
The ſubſtances of Natures fruitful] progenies. 


7 
All things from thence Joctheir firſt becing ferch, 
And borrow matter,whereof they are made; 
Which,when as forme and featureit does ketch, 
Becomes a bodie, and doth then inuade 
The ſtate of life, out of the grieſly ſhade. 
That ſubſtance is eterne, and bideth ſo ; 
Ne when the life decayes, and formedoes fade, 
 Dothit conſume, and into nothing go, 
But changed is, and often altredto and fro. 
8 2 
The ſubſtance is notchan "1 nor altered, 
But th'onely ent uy outward faſhion ; 
For, cuery ſubſtance is conditioned 
To change her hew, and ſundry formes to don, 
Meetforher temper and complexion ; 
For, formes arevariable, and decay 
By courſe of kinde, and by occaſion; 
; And thatfaire flowre of beauty fades away, 
As doth the lilly freſh before the ſunny ray. 


az. 


Great enemy to it, and to alithe reſt 
That in the Garden of Adony ſprings, 
Is wicked Time ; who, with his ſcythe addreſt, 
Does mowethe flowring herbes and goodlythings, 
And all their glory to the ground downeflings, 
Where they doe wither, and are foully mard: 
Hee flyes about, and with his flaggy wings, 
Beates downe bothleaues and buds without regard, 
Necuerpitty may relenthis malice hard. 


40 
Yet pitty often did the gods relent, 
To ſeeſo faire things mard, and ſpoyled quight : 
And their great mother Yenxs did lament 
The lofle of her deare brood, herdeare delight; 
Her hart was pearc't with pitty at the fight, 
When walking through the Garden, them ſhe ſpyde, 
Yetno'te ſhe find redreſle for ſuch deſpight. 
For, all that liues is ſubie& to thatlaw: 
All things decay in time, and to their end dodraw. 
41 
But, were it notthat Time their troubler is, 
All thatin this delightfull Garden growes, 
Should happy be, and haue immorrall bliſs : 
For, heere all plenty, and all pleaſure flowes, 
And ſweet loue gentle fits emongſt themthrowes, 
Without fell rancour, orfond iefouſic ; 
Frankly each paramour his leman knowes, 
Each bird his mate, ne any does enuie 
Their goodly meriment, and gay felicitic. 


42 _ 
There is continuall ſpring, andharueſt there 
Continuall, borh mecnng at one time : 
For, both the boughes doelaughing bloſſoms beare, 
And with freſh colours deck the wanton Prime, 
And eke attoncethe heauy trees they clime, 
Which ſeeme to labour vnder cheirf uites lode : 
The whiles the ioyous birds make their paſtime 
Emoneſt the ſhady leaues, their ſweet abode, 
And their true loues without ſuſpicion tell abrode. 


4 
Rightin the middeſt of that Paradiſe, 
There ſtood a ſtately Mount, on whoſe round top 
A gloomy groue of myrtle-trees did riſe, 
Whoſe ſhadie boughes ſharpe ſteele did neuer lop, 
Nor wicked beafts their tender buds did crop, = ' 
Burlike a girlond compaſled the high, 
And from their fruitfull ſides fweet gum did drop, 
Thar all the ground with precious deaw bedight, 
Threw forth moſt dainty odours, & moſtſweert delight. 


And, in the thickeſt couert = that ſhade, 
, There was a pleaſant Arbour, not by art, 

But of the trees owne inclination made, 

Which knitting their ranke branches part to part, 

With wanton Ivie-twine entrayld athwart, 

And Eglantine, and Caprifole emong, 

Faſhiond aboue withintheir inmoſt part, 
| Thatneither Phebusbeames could through the throng, 
Nor Aeolus ſharp blaſt could worke them any wrong. 
And 
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And all about grewe euery ſort of flowre, 
To which lad louers were transform'd of yore; 
Freſh Hyacinthus, Phebus paramoure 
And deareſt loue, 
Fooliſh Ngrciſſe, that likes the watry ſhore, 
Sad Amaranth, made a flowre bur late, 
Sad Amaranthus, 10 whoſe purple gore 
Me lcemes I ſce Amintas wretched fate, 
To whom ſweet Poets verſe hath giuen endleſle date. 
46 
There wont faire Fenws often to enioy 
Her deare Adony ioyous companie, 
And reape {weer pleaſure of the wanton boy ; 
Thereyetſomeſay infecrethe does ly, 
1 [zo flowres and precious ſpycery, 
By her hidfrom the world, and from the skill 
Of Stygiangods,which do herlope enuie; 
But ſhcher (clfs; whenenerthatſhe will, 
Poſſefieth him, and of his ſweetneffetakes her fill. 


47 

And ſooth, it ſeemes, they lay: for, he may not 

For euer die, and ecuer buried bee. 

In balefull night, where all things are forgot; 

All be he ſubie& ro mortalitie, 

Yer is eternein mutabilitie, 

And by ſucceſſion made perpetuall, 

Transformed oft, and changed diuerſly : , 

For, him the Farher of all formes they call; | 
Therefore needs mote he liue, that liuing giues to all. 


4 
There now heliueth in eternall bliſs, 

Ioying his ooddefle, and of herenioyd: 

Ne feareth he henceforth that foe of his, 

Which with his cruel! tuske him deadly cloyd; 

For, that wilde Bore, the which him once annoyd, 
' She firmely hath empriſoned for aye 

(Thather ſweet.loue his malice mote auoyd) 


In a ſtrong rockie Cave, which is they ſay, (may. 


Hewen vnderneath that Mount, that none him looſen 


4 

There now heliues in eerie ng10Y, 
With many of the gods in company, 
Which thither haunt, and with the winged Boy 
Sporting himſelfe in ſafe felicitie : 
Whg,when he hath with ſpoiles and crueltie 
R anifackt the world, and in the wofull hearts 
Of many wretches ſethis triumphes hie, 
Thither reſorts, and laying his {ad darts 

Afide; with faire Aden playes his wanton parts. 


| 5x | 
And his true loue faire P/5che with him playes, 
Faire Pſyche to him lately reconcyl'd, 
After long troublesan4 vnmeer vpbrayes, 
With which his mother Pens her reuyl'd, 
And eke himſelfc her cruelly exyl'd:; 
Butnow in ſtedfaſt loue and happy ſtate 
Shewith him liues, and hath him borne a child, 
Pleaſure, that doth both gods and men agorate , 
Pleaſure, the daughter of Cupid and Pſyche = 


51 

Hither great Yenus broughtthis infant fue, 
The younger daughter of Chryſogonee, 
And vnto Pſyche with greattru:t and care 
Committed her, ytoſtered ro bee, 
And trained vp in true feminitee 2 
Who no lefle caretully her tendered, 
Then her owne Anghic Pteaſure, to whom ſhee 
Made her companion, and her lefſoned 

In all thelore of loue, and goodly womanhead. 


p 2 
In which when ſhe to perfe&t f peneſle grew, 
Of grice and beauty noble Paragone, 
She brought her forth into the worldes view, 
Tobeth'enſimple of true loue alone, 
And Load-ſturre of all chaſte affeione, 
To all faire Ladies, that doe live on ground. 
To Faery courtſhe came, where many one 
Admyr'd her goodly haueour, and found 
His feebie heart wide launced with loues cruell wound, 


F3 

But ſhe to none of them her loue did caſt, 
Saueto the nyble knight Sir Scudamore, 
To whom her Jouing hear: ſhe linked faſt 
In faithiu'l loue, Cabidefor cucrmore, 
And for his de-areſt ſake endured fore, 
Soretrouble of an hainous enemy; 
Who her would forced haue to haue forlore 
Her former joue and ſtedfaſt !ojalrie, 

As ye may elfewhecre reade that ruefull hiſtory. 


But well I weene, ye firſt defire to lerrne, 
What end voto that fearcfull Damozell, 
Which fled fo faſt from thatſame foſter ſtearne, 
Whom with his brerhren T:mias ſlew, befell; 
That was to weet, the goodly Florimell ; 
Who wandring forts feck her louer deare, 
Her louer deare, her deareſt Marinel, 

| Into misfortune fell, as ye d1d heare, 
And from Prince Arthurfled with wings of idle feare. 


————— th 
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The Witches ſonnet loaes Florimell : 


ſhe flyes,he faines to die. 
St ©: Satyrans fares the Squire of Dames 
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That hath eltaped from a rauenous beaſt, 
Yetflies away of her owne feet affeard, 


So fled faire F orimell from her vaine fearc, 

Long after ſhe from penili wasreleait : 

Each ſhade ſheſawe, and each noiſe the did heare, 
Did ſeemeto bethe ſame, which ſhe eſcap'twhyleare. 


2 

All that ſame enening ſhe in flying ſpent, 

And all thatnighr her courſe continued : 

Ne did ſhe ler dull fleepe once to relent, 

Nor wearineſle to ſlacke her haſte, but fled 

Euer alike, as if her former dread 

Were hard behinde, her ready to arreſt : 

And her white Palfrey hauing conquered 
. The maiſtring raines out of her weary wreſft, 
Perforce her carried, where-cuer he thought beſt, 


Solong as breath, and habtcpuiſ aunce 
Did natiue courage vnto him ſupply, 
His pafe he freſhly forward did aduaunce, 
And carried her beyond all icopardy : 
Bur nought that wantethreſt, can Jong aby. 
He, hawng through inceſſant trauellſpent 
His force, at laſt perforce adowndid ly, 
Nefootcould further moue:: The Lady gent 
Thereat was {uddeinſtrook with greataſtoniſhment} 


Andforc't Yalight, on "Y 5 00 alpates fare, 
A traueller vawonted to ſuch waie : 
Need teacheth her this leſſon hard and rare, 
That fortune all in equall launce dothfway, 
And mortall miſeries doth make her play. 
Solong ſhe traueld, tall atlength ſhe came 
Toan Filles ſide, which did to her bewray 


A little valley, ſubie& to theſame, 
All couerd with thick woods, that quite 13 ouercarme, 
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And euery leafe, thar ſhaketh with the leaſt 
Murmure of winde, her terror hath increaſt; 


T hat craue but roome to reft, while tempeſt ouerblo'th. 
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mn Ikeasan Hynd forth ſingled from the heard, Through thitops of the high trees ſhe did def! cy 


Alittle ſmoke, whoſe vapour thin and light, 
Recking aloft, vprolled to the sky : 
Which cheerefull figne did {end vnto her fight, 
That in the ſame d1d wonns ſome liuing wight, 
Eftſoones her ſteps ſhe thereunto applide; 
And cameatlaſtin weary wretched plight” 
 Vnto the place, to which her hope did guide, 
To finde fome refuge there, andreither weary {idez 
6 


There, ina gloomy hollowe glen ſhe found 


A little cottage, built of ſickes and reedes 

In homely wize,and wall'd with fods around; 

In which a witch did dwell, in loathly weedes, 

And wilfull want, all careleſſe of her needes; 

So chooking {olitary to abide, : 

Far from all neighbours, thar her diveliſh deeds 

And helliſharts from people ſhe might hide. 
And hurtfar off vnknowne, whom-cuer ſhe envide: 


7 
The Damzell there arriuing centred in; 
Where ſitting on the floore the Hag ſhe found, 
Buſie (as ſeem'd) about ſome wicked gin; 
Who, ſoone as ſhe beheld that ſuddein ſtound, 
Lightly vpſtarted from the duſty ground, 
And with fell looke ard hollow deadly gaze 
Stared on her awhile,zas one aſtound, 
Ne had one word to ſpeake, for great amaze; * (daze, 


But ſhew'd by outward fignes, thar dread her ſenſe did 
8 


Atlaſt, turning her feare to fooliſh wrath , 
She askrt, = divell had her thither brought, 
And who ſhe was, and whatynwonted path 
Had ouided her, ynwelcomed, vnſought 2? 
To which the Damzell full of doubtfull rhought, 
Her mildly anſwer'd : Beldame, be not wroth 
With filly Virgin by aduenturebrought 
Vnto your dwelling, ignorant andloth, 


With 
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$ 
With that,adowne outof her Cryſtall eyne, 
Few trickling tearcs ſhe ſoftly forth ler full, 
That liketwo orient pearles, did purely ſhine 
Vpon her ſnowieccheck ; and therewithall 
She ſighed toft, that none fo beſtiall, 
Norlſaluage heart, but ruth of her ſad plight 
Would make to melt, or pitiouſly appall; 
And that vile Hag, all were her whole delight 
In mifchiefe, was much moucd at ſo pitious tight; 


And ganrecomfort her in ua rude wiſe, 
With womaniſh compaſſion of herplaint, 
Wiping the teares from her ſuffuſed eyes, 
And bidding her fit downe, to reft her faint 
And wearie limbs awhile. She nothiug quaint 
Nor s'deigntull of fo homely faſhion, 
Sith brought ſhe was now too hard conſtraint, 
Sate downe vpon the duſty ground anon, 
As gladof that{mallreſt, as Bird of tempeſt gon. 
IO 
Tho, gan ſhe gather vp her garments rent, 
And her looſe lockes todightin order dew, 
With golden wreath, and gorgeous ornament; 
Whom ſuch when-as the wicked Hag did view, 
She was aſtoniſht ather heavenly hew, 
And doubted her to deeme an earthly wight, 
Butor ſome goddeſle, or of Dianes crew, 
And thought her to adorewith humble ſpright; 
T*adorething ſo diuine as beauty, were butright. 
II 
This wicked woman had a wicked ſonne, 
Thecomfort of her age and weary dayes, 
A lacfie loord, for nothing goodto donne, 
But ſtretched forth in idlenefle alwates, 
Ne euer caſt his mind to couet praile, 
Or ply himſelfetoany honeſt trade; 
But all the day before the ſunny rayes 
He vs'd to ſlug, or fleepe in flothfull ſhade: 
Such laeſineſſe both lewd and poore attonce him made. 
I2 
He, comming home at vndertime, there found 
The fureſt creature that he eyer ſaw, 
Sitting beſide his mother on the ground 3 
The ſight whereof did greatly hum adwy, 
And his baſethought with terror and with awe 
So inly ſmote, thatas one which had gazed 
On the bright Sunne vnwares, doth ſoone withdrawe 
His feeble eyne, with too much brightnefle dazed ; 
So ſtared he on her, and ſtood long whuleamazed. 
3 
Softly atlaſt he gan his mother aske, 
What miſter wight that was, and whencederiued, 
Tharin ſo ſtrange diſguizement there did maske, 
And by what accident ſhe therearriued: 
Bur ſhe, as one nigh of her wits depriued, 
With noughtbur ghaſtly lookes him anſwered, 
Liketo a ghoſt, thatlately 1s reutued 
From Stygian ſhores, wherelate it wandered; 
So both at her, and each at other wondered. 


I4 


But the faire Virgin was ſo mecke and milde, 


T hatſhe to them vouchſafed to embale 

Her goodly port, and to their ſenſes yild 

Her gentle ſpeach applide, that in ſhort ſpace 

She grew familiar in that deſert place. - TR 
During which time, the Chorle through her ſo kinde 
And curteiſe yſeconceiu'd aftetion baſe, 

And caſtto loue her in his brutifh mind ; 


No loue, butbrurtiſh luſt, thatwas ſo beaſtly tin'd. 
15 
Cloſely the wicked flame his bowels brent, 


And ſhortly grew into outrageous fire; 

Yet had he not the heart, nor hardiment, 
As vnto her to vtterhis defire; 

His caitine thoughtdurſt not fo high aſpire : 
But with ſoft ſighes, and loucly ſemblances, 


He ween'd thathis affe tion entire 
She ſhould aread:; many reſemblances 


To herhe made, and many kind remembrances. 


16 


Oitfrom the forreſtwildings he did bring, 


Whoſe fides empurpled were with ſmiling red, 
And oft young birds, which he had taught to fing 
His muftrelle prayles lweetly caroled, 

Girlonds of flowres ſometimes for her faire head 
He hge would dight; ſometimes the {quirell wild 
He broughtto her in bands, as conquered 

To beherthrall, his fellow ſcruant vild ; 


17 
But paſt awhile, when ſhe ficſeaſon ſawe, 


Toleauethat deſert manſion, ſhe caſt 

In ſecret wile herſelfe thence to withdrawe, 
For feare of miſchiefe, which ſhe did forecaſt 
Might be the witch or thather ſonne compaſt : 
Her weary Paltrey, cloſcly as ſhe might, 
Now yell recoucred after long repaſt, 

In his proud furnitures ſhe frethly dight, 


His late miſwandred waies now to remeaſure right. 


18 


Andearly erethe dawning day appeard, 


She forth ifſewed, and on her iourney went; 
Shewentin perill,of each noiſe affeard, 

And of each ſhade, thatdid it(elfe preſent; 

For, ſtill ſhe feared to be ouer-henr, 

Of tharvile Hag, or that vnciuile ſonne : 

Who, when too lateawaking well they kent 

Thar their faire gueſt was gone, they both begonne 


To makeexceeding mone; as they had beenyndonne. 


I9 
But thatlewd louer did the moſt lament 


For her depart, that euer man did heare; 

He — breſt with deſperate intent, 

And ſcratcht his face, and with his teeth did teare 
His rugged fleſh, and renthisragged heare : 
That his ſad mother ſeeing his fore plight, 

Was greatly-woe-begonne, and ganto feare 
Leaſt his fraileſenſes were emperi{ht quight, * 


And loueto frenzy turnd, fith louc is franticke hight. 


O3 


All which ſhe of him took with countenance meek & mild. 


Al 
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20 
All wayes ſhe ſought, him to reſtoreto plight, 
With herbs,with charms, with countell, and with teares: 
But teares, nor charms, nor herbs, nor counſell might 
Aſlwage the fury, which his entrailes teares : 
So ſtrong is paſſion, that noreaſon heares. 
*Cho, when all other helpes ſhe ſawe to faile, 
She turnd her ſelfe backe to her wickedleares, 
And by her diueliſh arts thought to p__—_ 
To bring her backc againe, or worke her finall bake. 
21 
Efrſoones outof her hidden caueſhe cald 
An hideous beaſt, of horrible aſpe&, 
That could the ſtouteſt courage bake appald; 
Monſtrous misſhap'r, and all his back was ſpe& 
With thouſand ſpots ef colours queint eleCt, 
Thereto fo ſwift, that it all beaſts did pals : 
Like never yet did liuing eye deteQt; 
But likeſt it to an Hyena was, 
Thatfeeds onwomens fleſh, as others feed on grals. 


| 22 
It forth ſhecald;and gaue itſtreight in charge, 
Through thickand thin herto purſew apace, 
Ne once to ſtay to reſt, or breath at large, 
Till her he had attaind, and broughrin place, 
Orquitedeuour'd her beauties ſcornefull grace. 
The Monſter,ſwift as word that from her went, 
Wentforth in haſte, and did her footing trace 
So ſure andſ{wiftly,through his perfcctſent, 
And paſſing ſpeed, that ſhortly he her ouecr-hent. 


NE 
Whom when the fearefull Damzell nigh eſpide, 
No need to bid her faſt away toflic; 

T hart vgly ſhape ſo ſore herterrifide, 

That itthe ſhund no lefle, then dread to dic : 

And her flit Palfrey did ſowcll apply 

His nimble feet to her conceiued feare, 

That whil'ſt his breath did ſtrength to him ſupply, 
. From perill free he her away lidbexe : | 
But when his force gan fade, his paſe gan wer arearc. 


| AST 
Whichwhen as ſheperceiu'd, ſhe was diſmayd 
At that ſame laſtextreminie full ſore, 
And of her ſafety greatly grew afraid ; 
Andnowſhe ganapproacheto theſea ſhore, 
Ac itbefell, tharſhe could fly no more, 
But yield herfelfe to {poile of greedineſſe. 
Lightly ſheleaped, as a wightforlore, 
From her dullhorſe, in deſperate diſtreſs, 


 Andtoherfeet betooke her doubrfullfickernefle, 


| 2 
Not halfe ſo faſt the wicked p yrrha fled 
From dreadef herreuenging fathers hond: 
Nor halfe fo faſt to ſaue her maidenhed, 
Fled fearefull Daphne on th' AFgean ſtrond, 
As Florimell fled trom the Monſter yond, 
Toreach thelſea, ere ſhe of him were = 
For, in the ſeatodrowne her ſclfe ſhe fond, 
Ratherthen of the tyrantto be caught: 


Therts feare gaue herwings; 6 necd her courage taught. 


29 
It was to weet, the good Sir Satyrane, 


26 
Itfortuned (high God did ſo ordaine) 


As ſhe arrmed on the roring ſhore, 

In mindets leape into the mighty Maine, 

A little boate lay houing her before, 

In which there ſlept a Fiſher old and poore, 
Thewhiles his nets weredrying on the {and : 
Into the ſameſheleapr, and with the ore, 


Did thruſt the ſhallopfrom thefloring ſtrand: 


So ſafery found at ſea, which ſhe found not arland. 
27 
The Monſter, ready on the prey to eaſe, 


Was of hisforward hope decemedquight; 
Ne durſtaflay to wade theperlous ſeas, 

But greedily long gaping art the ſight, 
Atlaſt in vaine was forc't to turne his flight, 
And tel]the idle tydingsto his Dame : 
Yetto auengehis diueliſh deſpight, 

He ſer vpon her Palfrey tired lame, 


Andlewhim cruelly ere any resKew came. 


2:8 


And after —_— embowelled, 


To fill his helliſh gorge, it chaunc't aknighr 

To paflethat way, as forth he trauelled; 

It was a goodly Swaine, and of great might, 

As euer manthatbloudy field did fight; | 

Burtin vaine ſhewes, that wont yourg knights bewitch, 
And courtlyeruices took no delight, 

But rather ioyd to be, thenſeemenſich : 


For, both to be and ſeemerto him waslabourlich, 


That ranng'dabroad, to ſecke aduentures wilde, 
As was his wont in farreſt, aad in Plaine ; 

He was all arm'd inrugged fteele vatilde, 

As in the ſmoky forge1t was compilde, 

Andin his ſcutchin borea Satyres hed : 

He comming preſent, wherethe monſter vilde 
Vponthat milke-white Palfreyes carkas fed, 


Vnto his reskew ran, and greedily himſped. 
30 
There wellperceiu'd he, thatitwas thehorſe, 


Whereon faire Florimell was wontto ride, 

That of thatfeend was rent without remorſe : 
Much feared he, leaſt ought did ill betide 

To that faire Mayd,the lowre of womens pride; 
For, her he ha loued, and in all 

His famous conqueſts highly magnifide : 
Befides,her goldengirdle, which didfall 


From her in fight, he tound, thardjd himſore appall, 
31 
Full of ſad feare, and doubrfull agony, 


Fiercelyhe flew vpon thatwicked feend ; 


And with huge ſtrokes, and cruell battery 


I he ; 
Him forc't to leaue his prey, for to attend 


Himlelfefrom deadly danger to defend ; 


Full many wounds in his corrupted fleſh 

He did cngraue, and muche!lblouddid ſpend, 

Yertmight notdoe him dic; butayemorefreſh 
And fierceLe ll appear'd, the morehe did him threſh. 


Hee 
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Fg 
Hewiſt not, how him to Icpoile of life, 

Ne how to win the wiſhed victory, 

Sith him he {awe ſtill ftronger growe through ſtrife, 

And himſelfe weaker through infirmity ; 

Greatly he grew enrag'd, and furiouſly 

Hurling his {word away, helightly lept 

Vpon the Beaſt, thar with great crueltie 

Rored, and raged to be ynder-kept: 


Yctheperforce him held, and ſtrokes ypon him hepr. 


As he that ftriues to ſtop a 2 PIO flood, 
Andin ſtrong bankes his violence encloſe, 
Forceth it ſwell aboue his wonted mood, 
And largely ouerflowethe fruitfull Plaine, 
Thar all the countrey ſeemes to be a Maine, 
And therich furrowes flote, all quite fordonne ; 
The wofull husbandman doth lowd complaine, 
Toſcehis whole yecres labourloſtſoſoone, 
For which to God he made ſo many an idle boone: 


| 4. 
So him he held, and did hk might amate. 

So lang he held him, and him bet ſolong, 

That at thelaſt his fierceneſle gan abate, 

And meekely ſtoup vnto the vitour ſtrong : 

Who, to auengethe implacable wrong, 

Which he ſuppoled donne to Florimell, 

Sought by all meanes his dolour to prolong, 

Sith dint of ſtcele his carcaſs could not quell ; 
His maker with her charmes had framed himfo well. 


5 
The golden ribband, which chat virgin wore 
About her lender waſte, he rooke in hand, 
And with it bound the Beaſc that loud did rore 
For great deſpight of thatynwonted band, 
Yet dared nothis victour to withſtand, - 
But trembled like a lambe, fled from the pray, 
And all the way himfollow'd on theſtrand, 
As he had long beenlearned to obay ; 
Yetncuer learned he ſuch ſeruice, till that day. 


3 

Thus as heled the Beaſt along the waie , 

He ſpidefar off a mighty Giantelle, 

Faſt flying on a Courler dapled gray, | 

From a bold knight, that with great hardineſſe 

Her hard purſewd, and __ or to ſupprels :; 

She bore before her lap a dolefull Squire, 

Lying athwarther hore in great diſtreſle, 

Faſt bounden hand and foot with cords of wire, 
Whom ſhe did meaneto makethethrall of her deſire. 


7 
Which when as Satyrane beheld, ih haſte 
Heleft his captiue Beaſt at libertie, | 
And croſt the neareſt way, by which he caft 
. Herto encounter, erc ſhepaſled by : 
Bur ſhe the way ſhund nathemore forethy, 
But forward gallopt faſt; whuch when he ſpide, 
His mighty {peare he couched warily, 
And at herranne : ſhe, hauing him deſcride, 
Her ſelfe to fight addreſt, and threw her lodeafide. 


38 
Like as a Goshauke, thatin foot doth beare 


A trembling Culuer, hauing ſpide on hight 
An Z gle, that with plumy wings doth { +60 
Thel tile ayre, ſtouping with all his might, 
Thequarrey throwesto ground with fell Sicks, 
Andto the bartelldoth her {elfe prepare : 
Soran the Giamefſe ynto the fight; 

Her firy eyes with furious ſparkes did ſtare, 


39. 
She caught in handa huge greatiron mace, 


Wherewith ſhe many had of life depriued; 
But ere the ſtroke could ſeize his aymed place, 
His ſpeare amids her ſun-broad ſhield arriued ; 
Yet nathemoretheſteele aſunderriued, 

All were the beame in bigneſle like a maſt, 

Ne her out of the ſtedfalt {addledriued, 

But glauncing on the tempred mertall, braſt 


In thouſand ſhiuers,and ſoforthbelide her paſt, 
49__ | 
Her Steed did ſtagger with thatpuilant ſtroke; 


But ſhe no more was moued with that might, 
Then it had lighted on an aged Oke ; 
Or on the marble Pillour, thatis pighr 


With burning charetwheeles it nigh to ſmite: 


41- 
Yettherewith ſorcenrag'd, with ſterneregard 


Her dreadfullweapon ſheto him addreſt, 
Which on hishelmet martelled fo hard, 
That made him loweincline his lofty creſt, 
And bow'd his battred viſour to his breſt : 
Wherewith he was ſo ſtund, that he n'oteride, 
But reeled to and frofrom Eaſt to Weſt: 
Which when his cruell enemy eſpide, 


She lightly vato him adioyned fideto fide ; 
| pi 
And on his collar laying puifſant hand, 


Our of his waucriag ſeate him plucktperforce, 
Perforce him pluckt, vnableto withſtand, 

Or help himſelfe; andlaying thwarther horſe, 

In loathly wiſe liketo a carion corle, | 
She bore him faſt away. ' Which when the knight, 
That her purſewed, ſaw, with greatremorſe 

He neere was touched in his noble ſpright, 


And gan increaſe his ſpeed; as ſheincreaſt her flight. 
42 
Whom when as nighapproching ſhe eſpide, 


She threw away her burden angrily ; 
For, ſheliſt notthe bartell.ro Ride, 

But made her ſelfe more light away to fly: 

Yet her the hardy knight purſew'd fo nie, 
Thatalmoſtin the backe he ofther ſtrake ; 

Bur ſtill when himathand ſhe did efpy, 

Sheturn'd, and ſemblance of faire fake did make; 


But when he ſtayd, to flightagaineſhe did hertake. 
0; | | 


And with blaſphemous bannes high God in peeces tare. 


By 


Fe err ee ee OA IN ek De TIONS CO IO REINI PRINT IEP pen gy a ESO "IC ET" : 
RE NERO re eb Re TUE 27 oo LEE ICS Sn IO CS F-4-e, 5 wy: rr es api®: ; © +> Aid 
SEL TA ; : at : hg umn tr EET. 


——”—Soccmraacbke-cccocuwndwrmte. c-Si pad one on i——cngos = 


EE ett DIETS: 


pas 


—_ 


EUELES wr cronies Sea EEE 
_ py TIED 2 _-_ I wee 
* = 08 5&7; 


Bs - 0 ye Dis. RS" e == on or er te -AEal  R -S4 Sns 
TIER FEACLTT OBOE. WEIR. Dt, DEST BI - ANI, GE. : 
Ee : 5 A © One are. ney WE wn 5 Yan SIE gt 2” EE OBOE ts Þ ppt 
EYE DYY URETESS Tp EE SET = - : A <EES er Er Ra ROE IE EE HIGES Sno uns FP. _ 
ARE ES ion wet 24 EST Ie Ln oo. Gor ER LET ET AE REVISE NO 
' , . ET IT ET DS, > 2 ome Be Mo IS . ref 


Te 
Sooner © Io 


"2 im >” iS IE; 


EE EEE 


=_ 
TP II= ; 
mm eng 46 1-n 


—nm innit rn nent ore em nec ne 
RESCEIIE TERESA IG 4 


== I ELIE b=>S 5 iS Sn < XZ ICCDER AER. YT..TSRS 
III on ho ana on gr gen 
- Wer ED Send 


—— 


ng Ron FITS > ne 09s 


160 THE THIRD BOOKE OF 


Cant, V1. 


44 
By this, good Sir Satyrane gan awake 
Our of his dream, that did him long entraunce; 
And ſeeing nonein place, he gan to make 
Excceding mone, and curſt that cruell chaunce, 
Which reftthim from fo faire a cheuiſance : 
Ar length he ſpide, whereas that wofull Squire, 
Whom he had reskewed from captiuance 
Of his ſtrong foe, lay tombled inthe mire, 
Vnablero ariſe, or foot or hand to ſtire. 


45 | 
To whom approching, well he mote perceiue 
In that foule plight a comely perſonage, 
And lovely face (madefitfor to deceive 
Fraile Ladies heart with loves conſuming rage) 
Now in the bloflome of his freſheſt age: 
He reardhim vp, and lvos'&his iron bands, 
And after gan enquire his parentage, 
And how hefellinto that Giants hands, 
And who that was, which thace@her along the lands. 


46 - | 
Then trembling yet through feare, the Squire beſpake 
That G1antefle Argantets behight, 
A daughter of the Titans which did make 
Warre againſt heaucn, and heaped hils on hight, 
To ſcale the skies, and put Toyefrom his right : 
Her fire Typhaws was, who (mad through nurth, 
And drunk with bloud of men;{laine by his might) 
Throvghimceft, her of his owne mother Earth - 
Whilome begor, being burthalfe twin of that berth, - 


ET. -. 
For, at that birth another babe ſhe bore, 
To weet, themighty Ollyphant; that wrought 
Great wreake to many errant knights of yore, 
And many hath to foule confuſion brought. 
Theſe twinnes, men ſay, (athing far f afing thought) 
Whilcs in their mothers wombe enclos'd they were. 
Ere they into the lightſome world were brought, 
In ficthly luſt were mangled both ytere, 
And in that monſtrous wiſe did to the world appeare. 
48 © 
Soliv'd they ever after in like ſin, 
Gainſt Natures law, and good behauiour : 
But greateſt ſhame was to that maiden twin, 
Who not content ſo fowly to deuoure 
Her nativeAfl:ſh, and ftraine her brothers bowre; 
Did wallow in all other fleſhly mire, 
And {uftred beaſts her body to deflowre : 
So hot ſhe burned inthat luſtfull fire; _ 
Yerall that might notſlake her ſenſuall defire. 


49 
Bur ouer all the countrey ſhe did range, 
T o ſecke young men, to quench her flaming thurſt, 
And feed her fancy with delightfull change: 
Whom-ſo ſhe fitteſt finds to ſcrucher luſt, 
Through her maine ſtrength, inwhich ſhe moſt doth 
She with her brings into aſecrer Ile, (truſt, 
Wherein cent onliags dye he muſt, 
Or betke vaſſull of her pleaſures vile, _ | 
And inall ſhamefull ſort ym ſelfe with her defile. 


O 

Melcely wretch ſheſo at ——_ caughr, 

After ſhelong in waitefor me did lie, 

And meant vato herpriſon to haue brought, 

Her loathſome pleaſure there to ſatisfic/; 

That thouſand deaths me jcuer were rodie, 

Then breake the vowe, that tofaire Columbell 

I plighted haue, andyet keepe ſtedfaſtly; 

As for my name, it miſtreth not to tel}; 
Call methe Squyre of Dames : that me beſeemeth well. 

ip 

Bat that bold knight, a yepurſuing ſawe 

That G1ancefle, is not{uch, as ſhe ſeemied, 

Bur a faire virgin, that in Martiall lawe, 

And deeds of armesaboue all Dames is deemed, 

And abouue many knights is eke efteemed F 

For her great worth; She Palladine is hight: 

She you from death; you mefrom dread redeemed. 

Neany may thatMonſter matchin tight, 
But fhe, orfuch as ſhe, thatisſo chaſte a wight. 


2 

Her well beſeemes that Queſt, quoth Satyrane: 

Butread, thou $ quire of Dames, what vow is this, 

Which thouvpon thy ſelf haſt lately ta'ne ? 

That ſhall Lyou recount(quoth he) ywis, 

So beyepleas'd to pardon all amiſs. 

That gentle Lady, whom Tloue and ſerue, 

After long ute and weary ſeruicis, --- : 

Did aske me, how I could herlouedeſerue, 
And how ſhe might be ſure , that I would nener fyerue. 
I, gladby any meanes her FLY to gaine, 

Bade her commaund my life to ſaue, or ſpill: 

Ettloones ſhe bade me, with inceſlantpaine 

To wander through theworld abroad at will, 

And eucry where, where with my power or skill 

I mightdo feruice vnto gentle Dames, 

That I the ſameſhould faithfully fulfill, (names 

And atthetwelue months end ſhould bring their 
And pledges ; as theſpoiles of my viRtorious games. 


54 
So well Ito faire Ladies ſernice did, 148 
And found ſuch faiour in their louing hearts, 
That cre the yeare his courſe had compaſled, 
Three hundred pledges for my good defarts, 
And thrice three hundred thanks for my. good parts 
I with me brought, and did to herpreſent : 
Which when ſhe ſawe, morebentro eke my ſmarts, 
Then to reward my truſty true intent, 
She gan for me deuifea grieuous puniſhment; 


To weet, thatI my trauell Jud reſume, ' ; 
And with ike labour walke the world around, 
Ne cuecr toher preſence ſhould preſume, 
TillI ſo many other Dames had found. 
The which;for all theſuit I could propound, 
Wouldme refuſe their pledges to afford, 
Bur did abide for cuer faſt: and ſound. 
Ah gentle Squire, quoth he, tell at one word, 
How many foundit thou ſuch to putin thy record? 
Ins 
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56 
Indeed Sir knight, ſaydhe, oneword may tell 
All, that cuer found ſo wilely ſtayd; 
For, onely three they were diſpos'd ſo well : | 
And yet three yeeres I now abroad haue ſtrayd, 
To Bad them our. Mote I (then laughing fayd 
The knight) inquire of thee, what were thoſe three, 
The which thy proffred curtelie denay'd ? 
Or ill they ſeemed ſure awiz'dto bee, 
Oc bruriſhly brought vp, thatnev'r did faſhions ſee, 


Yet was ſhefaire, and in her countenance - 
Dwelt ſimple truth 1n ſeemely faſhion. 

Long thus I woo'd her with dew obſeruance , 
In hope vnto my pleaſure to haue wonne ; 


But was as farreat lait, as when I firſt begonne, 


Safe her, I neuer any woman found, 


That chaſtity did for it ſelfe embrace, 
Bat were for other cauſes firme and ſound ; 


Either for want of handſometime and place, 
Or elſe for feare of ſhame and fowle diſgrace. 


57 
The firſt which then refuſed me, ſayd hee, 


F Thus am I hopelefle ener to attaine 
Certes was buta common Courtifane, | My Ladies loue in ſuch a deſperate caſe, 
Yet flit refus'd to haue a-do with mee, But all my dates am like to waſte in vaine, (traine. 
Becauſe I could not gine her many a lane. Seeking to match the chaſte with th'vnchaſte Ladyes 
(Thereatfull hearuly laught Satyrane) 60 


Perdy, ſaid Satyrane, thou Squire of Dames, 
Greatlabour fondly haſt thou hent in hand, 
To get mall thankes, and therewith many blames, 
That may among Alcdes labours ſtand. 

58 Thence backe returning tothe former land, 

The third a Damzell was of lowe degree, Where lite he left the Beaſt he ouercame, 

"" Whom lin countrey cottage found by chance ; He found him not; for, he had broke his band, 

Full little weened I, that chaſtitee And wasreturn'd ag4inevnto his Dame, 

Had lodging inſo meane a maintenance: To tell what tidings of faire Florimell became. 
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Theſecond was an holy Nunne to choſe, 
Which would not Jet me be her Chapellane, 
Becauſc ſhe knew, fic 111d, L would diſcloſe 
Her counſel], it ſheſhould her truſt in-merepaſle, 


' Canto VIIL 


The Witch creates a ſnowy Lady, 
like to Florimell, AD 

Who wrongd by Carle, by Proteus ſav'd, WER WAS 

is ſought byParidell, = ns ping 
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| I Now when the Beaſt, which by her wicked art 
O oft as Ithis hiſtory record, Late forth ſhe ſent, ſhe backereturning fpide, 
S. My heart doth melt with meere compaſſion, Tyde with her broken girdlc; it, apart 
7, E)% To thinke,how cauſcleſs of her owne accord Of her rich ſpoyles, whom he had carft deſtroyd, 
This gentle Damzell whom I write vypon, She weend, and wondrous gladnefle to her heart applyde. : 
Should plonged be 1nſuch affliction, | 
Without all hope of comforrt orreliefe, 
ThatſureT weene, the hardeſt heart of ſtone, 
Would hardly find to aggtauate her griefe ; 


For miſery craues rather mercy, then repricfe. 


An with it running haſt'ly 8 her ſonne, 
Thought with that ſight him much to hauerclicued ; 
Who thereby. deeming {uretherthing as donne , 
His former eriefe with furic freſh reuiued, 
Much more then earſt, and would haue algates riued 
Thehart out of his breſt : for, ſith her dead 
He ſurely dempr, himſelfe he thought depriued 
Quite of all hope, wherewith he long hadted 
Hi fooliſh malady, and long timehad miiled. C4 
Ox With 


2 
But that accurſed Hag, her hoſteſlc late, 

Had fo enrankled her malitious heart, 
Tharſhe defir'd th'abbridgement of her fate; 
Or long enlargement Of her painefull ſmart. 
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With thought whereof, exceeding mad he grew, 

Andin his rave bis mother would haue1laine, 

Had ſhe not fledinto a ſecret mew, 

Where ſhe was wont her Sprights to entertaine 

The maſters of her art: there was ſhefuine 

To call them all in order to her ayde, 

And them coniure vpon eternal] paine, 


To counfell her ſo carefully diſmayd, (cayd. 
How ſhe might heale her ſonne, whoſe ſenſes were de- 


By their aduiſe, and her 1.2 wicked wit, 
She there deuiz'd a wondrous worke to frame, 
Whoſe hike on earth was neuer framed yit, 
That euen Nature felfe enuide the ſame, 
And grudg'd to {eethe counterferſhould ſhame 
Thethiogirſelfe. In hand ſhe boldly tooke 
To make another like the former Dame, 
Another F/orimell, in ſhape and looke 

Soliucly and ſolike, that many it miſtooke, 

6 


The ſubſtance, whereof ſhe the body made, 
Was pureſt ſnowe in maſſie mould congeal'd, 
Which ſhe had gatheredin a ſhady glade 
Of the Riphean hils, to herreueald 
By errant Sprights, but from all men conceald : 
The ſame ſhe tempred with fine Mercury, 
And virgin wax, thatneuer yetwas ſeal'd, 

And mingledthem with perfeCtyermily, 

Thatlike a lucly {anguine it feem'd to the eye. 

7 
In ſtead of eyes, two burning lamps ſhe ſer 
In filuer ſockets, ſhining like the skics, 
And aquicke moouing Spirit did ret 
To ſtir androll them, like a womans eyes : 
In ſtead of yellow lockes ſhe did deuile, 
With golden wire to weaue her curled head; 
Yet golden wire was not ſo yellow thrice 
As Florimells faire haire 3 and in the ſtead 
Of life, ſheputaSprightto rule the carcaſſe dead; 
8 


A wicked Spright yfrauoht with fawning gwle, 
And Faire Od om aboue all the re _ 
Which with the Prince of darkneflefell ſomewhile, 
From heauens bliſs and euerlaſting reſt ; 

Him needed not inſtru, which way were beſt 
Himſelfe to faſhion likeſt Florimel!, 
Ne how to ſpeake, ne how tovſe his geſt : 
For, he in counterfeiſance did excel! ; 
Andall the wyles of womens wits knew paſſing well. 


Him ſhaped thus ſhe deckt 4 armetits gay, 
Which Florimell had left behind her late, 
Thatwholo then her ſawe, would ſurely ſay, 
It was her ſelfe whom it did1mitate, 
Or fairer then her ſelfe, if oughtalgate 
Mightfairerbe. Andthen ſheforth her brought 
Vnto her ſonne, that lay in feeble ſtate; 
Who ſeeing her gan ſtraightypſtart, and thought 
She was the Lady ſelfe, whom he ſo long hadſought, 


10. 

Tho,faſther clipping twixthis armes twaine, 

Extreamely ioyed inſo happy fight, 

And foone forgot his former fickly paine; 

But ſhe, the more to ſcemefuch as ſhe hight, 

Coily rebutted his embracement light ; 

Yer ſtill with gentle countenance retained, 

Enoughto hold afooleinvaine delight: 

Him long ſheſo with ſhadowes entertained, 
As her Creatrefſc had in chargeto herordaincd ; 


II 

Till on a day, as he diſpoſed was 

To walke the woods with that his Idolefaire, 

Her to diſport, and idle timeto paſs, 

Inth'open freſhneſſe of thegentle aire, 

A knight that way there chanced to repairez 

Yetknight he was not, but a boaſtfull Swaine, 

That deeds of armes had euer in deſpaire, 

Proud Braggadocchio, that in yaunting vaine 
His glory did repoſe, and creditdid maintaine. 


I2 
He ſeeing with that Chorleo faireawight, 
Decked with many a coſtly ornament, 
Much merueiled thereat, as well he might, 
And thought that match a foule diſparagement : 
_ His blouy oo eftſoones he boldly _ 
painſt theſilly clowne, who dead through feare, 
Fell ſtraight to ground in greataſtoniſhment. 
© Villean, {aid he, this Lady 1s my deare; 
Dy, if thou it gaineſay : I willaway her beare. 


I 

The fearefu!] Chorle durſt ot aineſay, nor doo, 

But trembling ſtood, and yielded him the pray 3 

Who finding little leaſure her to wooe, 

On Trompartsſteed her mounted without ſtay, 

And without reskew led her quite away. 

Proud man himſelfethen Braggadecchiodeemed, 

And nextto none, after that happy day, 

Being poſlcefſed of that ſpoile, which ſeemed 
Thefaireſt wight on ground, and moſt of men eſteemed. 


| I 

But when he ſawe himſelfe os from purlute, 

He gan make gentle purpoſeto his Dame, 

With tearms of loue and lewdneſle diffolute; 

For, he could well his glozing ſpeeches frame 

To luch vyaine vſes, that nim beſt became: 

But ſhe thereto would lend but lightregard; 

As ſeeming fory, that ſhe cuer came 

Into his powre, that vied her ſo hard, 
To reaue her honour, which ſhe morethen life prefard; 


Is 
Thus as they two of kindnefle treated long, 
There themby chance encountred on the way 
An armed knight, vpon a courſerſtrong, 
Whoſe hes fecte vpon the hollow lay 
gs to thunder, and 5: b oy 
at Capons courage : yet he looked grim, 
And fayn'd to ned bis Lad in -— 5% 
Who ſeem'd for feareto quakein euerylim, 
And herto ſauefromoutrage, meckely prayed him. 
Fiercely 


Cant VT1l. 
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16 

Fiercely that ſtranger forward came, and nigh 

Approching, with bold words, and bitter threar, 

Bade that ſame boaſter, as hermote; on high 

To lkeaueto him that Lady for excheaty 

Or bide him battell without further treat. 

That challenge did too peremptory ſeeme; 

And fild his ſenſes with abaſhment great; 

Yet ſceing nigh him jeopardy extream, 
He itdifſembled well, and 1ght ſeem'd to cſteeme; 


| I7 | 
Saying, Thou fooliſh knight, thatween'ſt wath words 
To ſteale away that with blowes haue wonne, - 


> 
At laſt, when drunk with drowſineſle, he woke, 


And ſawe his drouer drive along the ſtreame, 

He was dilmayd, and thrice his breſt heſtroke, 
For maruell of that accident extreame; | 

But, when he ſaw that blazing beauties beame, 
Which with rare lghthis boat did beautifie, 

He maruaild more, and thought he yer did dreamg 
Not well awak't, orthat ſomeextaſie - 


Aﬀeotted had his ſenſe, or dazed was his eye. 


2 
But when her well —_ began 


And brought through points of many perilous ſwords : 


Burt if thec ht to ſee thy Courlerronne, . . - 
Or proue thy ſelfe, this ſad encounterſhonne, 
And ſeek elſe without hazard of thy hed. 
Atthoſe proud words that other knight begonne 
To wex exceeding wroth, and him ared 
To turne his ſteed about, or ſure he ſhould be dead. 
18 | 
Sith then, ſaid Braggaddcchio, needs thouwile - -- 
Thy daies abbridge, through proofe of puiſſance, 
Turne we our ſteedes, that both 1n <quall tile 
May meet againe, and each take happy chance. 
This ſaid, they botha furlongs mountenance 
Retyr'd their ſteeds, toronne in euen race: 
But Braggadocchio wi th his bloudy lance 
Once hauing turnd, no morereturnd his face, 


But lefthis loue to loſs, and fled himlelfe apace. 


0 
The knight, him ſeeing fly, had no regard 
Him to purſew, butto the Lady rode; 
And hauing her from Trompart lightly reard, 
Vpon his courler ſer the louelylode,., 
And with her fled away without abode. 
Well weened he, that faireſt Florimel! 
It was, with whom in company heyode, 
And ſo herſelfe did alwaiesto him tell; & 
So madehimthink himſfelfe in heauen,that was in hell. 
20 
But Florimell her ſelfe was farre away, 
Driuen to great diſtrefle by fortune ſtraunge, 
And taught the carefull Marinerto play, 
Sith late miſchaunce had her compeld to chaunge 
The land for ſea, at randon there to raunge : 
Yet there that cruel] Queene auengereſle, 
Not ſartisfideſo farrcher to eſtrange 
From courtly bliſs and wonted happineſſe, | 
Did heape on-her new waues of weary wretchedneſle, 


2I 
For, being fled into the Fiſhers boat, 
For refuge from the Monſters cruelty, 
Long ſo ſhe on the mighty Maine did flote, 
And with the tide droue forward carclely ; 
For, th'aire was milde, and cleared was the sky, 
And all his windes Dan Aedlus did keep 
From ſtirring vp their ſtormy enmity, 
As pitying to ſee her waile and weepe; 
But all the while the Fiſher did ſecurely lleepe. 


To be no viſion, nortantaſticke ſight, 

Great comfort of her preſence he conceiued, 
Andfeltin hisold courage new delight 

To gin:awake, and ſtir his frozen ſpright :.. 
Tho, rudely askt her, how ſhe thither came. 

Ah, ſayd ſhe, father, In'oteread right, 

What hard misfortune broughtme to the ſane ; 


Yertam T glad that here Inow in ſafeticam. 


. 24 
But thou good man, fith farre inſeawebe, 


And-the gfeat waters gin apaceto ſwell, 
Thatnow no more we can the maine-land ſee, 
Haue care, I Pray; to guide the cock=boat well, 
Leaſt worſe on ſea then vs on land befell.: + - . 
Thereatth'old mandid nought bur fondly gring 
And{aid, his boattheway could wilely tell ; 

But his deceitfull eyes did neuer lin 


Tolooke on her faire face, and marke her ſnowy skin; 


| | 25 
: "The ſight whereof, inhis congealed fleſh, 


Infixt ſuch ſecret ſting of greedy.luſty 

That the dry withered ſtock it ganrefreſh, 
Andkindled heat, that ſoonein flameforth bruft : 
The driet wood is ſooneſt burntto duſt. 

Rudely to her helept, and his rough hand 

Where ill becamehim, raſhly would haue thruſt: 


But ſhe with angry ſcorne him did withſtond, 


And ſhamefully reprooued for his rudeneſle fond. 


26 


But, he that ntuer good nor manners knew, 


Her ſharperchuke full little did eſteetn ; 
Hards to teach an oldehorſe amble trew. 
The inward ſmoke, that did before but ſteeme, 
Broke into open fire and rage extreame, 

And now he ſtrength gan adde vnto his will, 
Forcing to doe that did him fowle miſeeme: 
Beaſtly he threw her downe, ne car'd to ſpill . _ 


Her garments gay with ſcales of fiſh, thatall did filL 
27 
The ſilly virgin ſtrouc himto withſtand, 


AU that ſhe might, and him invainerewl'd : 
She firugg/en jtrongly both with footand hand; 
Toſaue her honor trom thatvillaine vild, 

And cride to heauen, from humane help exil'd. 
O je braue knights, that boaſt this Ladies loue; 
Where be ye now, when ſheis nigh defil'd. 

Of filthy wretch 2 well may ſhe you repraque 


f falſhood, or of fiouth, when moſt ixmay behoue. 


But 
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28 
But if thatthou, Sir Satyras, didſt weete, 
Or thou, Sir Peridure, her {ory ſtate, 
How ſoone would ye aſſemble many a fleete 
T ofetch from ſea, that yeat land loſt late ? 
Towres, Cityes, Kingdomes ye would rumnate, 
In your auengement and diſpiteous rage, 
Ne ought your burning fury mote abate; 
Burt if Sir Calidore could itprelage, 
No liuing creature could his cruelty aſlwage. 


"IK 
Bur ſith thatnone of all her knights is nic, 

Sechow the heauens of voluntary grace, 

And foueraigne fauour towards chaſtity, 

Doſuccour jend to her diſtreſſed caſe : 

So much high God doth innocence embrace. 

It fortuned, whileſt thus ſhe ſtifly ſtroue, 

And the wide ſea importuned long ſpace 

With ſhrilling ſhrickes , Protezs abroad did roue, 
Along the fomy waues driuing his finny droue. 

O 


Proteus is Shepheard of [P. Seas of yore, 
And hath the charge of Neptunes mighty heard; 
An aged firewith headall trory hore, 
And ſprinkled froſt vpon his dewy beard : 
Who when thoſe pittifull outcrics he heard 
Through all the ſeas ſo ruefully reſound, 
His Charet ſwift in haſte he thither ſteard; 
Which,with a teeme of ſcaly Phocas bound, 


 Wasdrawnevpon the waues, that fomed him around. 


31 

And comming to that Fiſhers wandring bote, 

Thatwent at will, withouten carde or ſayle, 

Hetherein ſawe that yrkeſo _—_ which ſmote 

Deepe indignation and compaſſion fraile | 

Into his heart attonce : _— did he haile 

The greedy yillein from his hoped prey, 

Of which he now didvery little file, 

And with his itaffe thatdrives his heard aſtray, 
Him bet ſo ſore, that life and ſenſe did much diſmay. 


| 3% 
The whiles the pitious Lady vp didriſe, ' 
Ruffcd and owly rayd with _ foile, 
And blubbred face with teares of her faire eyes : 
Her heartnigh broken was with weary toyle 
To ſaue herlelfe from thatoutrageous ſpoile: 
But when ſne looked vp, to weetwhat wight | 
Had her from ſo infamous fa& allo 1ld, 
For ſhame, but more forfeare of his grim ſight, 
Downe in her lap ſhe hid her face, and loudly ſhright. 


33 

Her ſelfe not ſaued yetfrom danger dred 
Shethoughrt, but chang'd from one to other feare; 
Like as ©: arefull Partridge, that is fled 
From the ſharpe Hauke, which her attached neare, 
And fals to ground, to ſeekefor ſuccour there, 
Whereas the hungry Spaniels ſhe doesſpy, 
With greedy iawes her readiefor to teare; - 
In ſuch diſtreſſe and ſad PRyenny 

Was Florimell, when Protens ſhe did[eethereby. 


—D>—— 


24 

But he endeuoured with ſpeeches milde, 

Her torecomfort, and accourage bold, 

Bidding her feare no more her foeman vilde, 

Nor doubt himlelfe; and who he was, her told. 

Yet all that could not from affright her hold, 

Ne to recomfort her at all preuauld; 

For,her faint heart was with the frozen'told 

Bcnumbd fo inly, that her wits nigh faild, 
Andall her ſenſes with abaſhmentquite were quail, 


35 

Hervp betwixt his rugged a hereard, 

And with his frory lips full ſoftly kiſt, 

Whiles the cold yſicles from his rough beard 
DO adowne vpon her yuory brelſt : 
Yet he himlclfe ſo bufily addreſt, 

That her out of x apes Gnas he wrought, 

And outof thatſame fiſhers filthy neſt 

Remouing her, into his charet brought, . 
And there with many gentle tearms her faire beſought. 


6. 
But that old leachour, which with bold aſſault 
That beaurie durſt preſume to violate, 
He caſt to punifh for his hainousfuult; 
Then tooke he him yettrembling fith of late, 
And tyde behind his charet, to aggrate 
The virgin, whom he had abus'd1o ſore: 
So dragd him through the waves in ſcornefull ſtate, 
And after caſt him vp vpon the ſhore; 
Bur Flsrimell with him vnto his bowre he bore. 


7 \ 
His bowreis inthe "FI. of the Maine, 
Vndera mighty rock, gainſt which do rave 
The rotingbillanes in theirproud diſdaine ; 
That with the angry working of the waue, 
T herein is eaten out an hollow caue, 
That ſeemes rough Maſons hand with engines keene 
Had long while laboured itto engraue :; 
There was his wonne, neliuing wight was ſcene, 
Sauc oneolde Nymph, hight Panope, to keepe it cleanc, 
8 


Thither he brought the "'S... Florimell, 

Andentertained her the beſt he might ; 
And Panope her entertaindeke well 5 
As an immortall mote a mortaliwight, 
To winne her hiking vnto his delight: 
With flattring words heſweetly wooed her, 
And offered ftairegiftes allure her ſight : 
But ſhe both offers and the offererer 

Deſpiſde, and all the fawning of the flatterer. 


Daily he tempted her with £3 or that, 
And nener {uftxed her to be atreſt : 
But enermore ſhe him refuſed flat, 
And all his fained kindneſle did deteſt; 
So firmely ſhe had ſealed yp ber breſt. 
Sometimes he boaſted, that a God he hight : 
But ſhe a morrtall creature loued beſt : 
Then he would make himſelfe a mortall wight ; 


But then ſhe ſaid ſhe loy'd none, but a Facric knight. "” 
en 
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Then like a Facry knight bimlelfe he dreſt; 
For,cuery ſhape ou him he could endew : 
Then like 2 king he wasto her expreſt , 
And offrcd kingdomes vnto her 1n view ,. 
To be his Leman and his Lady trew : 
But when all this he nothing ſawepreuaile, 
With harder meanes he caſt her to ſubdew, 
And with ſharpe threats her often did aſſayle, 


So thinking for to make her ſtubborne courage quaile. 


| 41 | 

To dreadfull ſhapes he did himſclfe transforme, 

Now like a G:anr, now like toa fiend, 

Then like a Centaure, then hke to a ſtorme, 

Raging within the wantes : thereby he weend 

Her will to win vnto his withed end. 

Bat whe with feare, nor fmour, nor with all 

He elfe could doe, he ſawehimſclfe efteem'd, 

Downe in a dongeon deepehe let her fall, . ... 
And threatned there to make her his cternall thrall. 


- NY 
Eternallthraldome was to her more licfe, 

Thenloſle of chaſtitee, or change of loue? 

Die had ſhe rather in tormenting priefe, 

Then any ſhould of fall cneſſe her reproue, 

Orlooſcneſle, thatſhe 1ghtly did remoaue. 

Moſt vertuous virgin, glory ethy meed, . 

And crowne of heanenlypraiſe with Saints aboue, 

Where moſtſweet hymnes of this thy famous deed 
Are ſtill emongſt them ſung, that far my rimes exceed. 


| 4 
Fit ſong, of Angels caroled A bee; 
But yet what {o my feeble Muſe can frame, 
Shall be 'aduance thy goodlychaſtitec, 
And to enroll thy memorable name, 
In th'heart of euery honorable Dame, 
That they thy vertuous deeds mayamitate, 
And be nay! of thy endlefle tame, 
It yrkes me leaue thee inthis wofull ſtare, - 
Torell of Satyrane, where I him left of late : 


44 
Who hauing ended with thar Squire of Dames 
Along diſcourſe of hir aduentures yaine, 
The which himſelfe, then Ladies: moredefames, 
And finding not th'Hyena to belaine, 
With that ſame Squzre, returned backe ag ine 
To his firſt way. And as they forward went, 
They ſpide a kmght faire pricking on the Plaine, 
As if he were on ſome aduenture bent, . 
And in his port appeared manly hardiment. 


45 

' Sir Satyrane him towards did addreſle, a 
To weet whatwighthe was, and what his queſt : 
And comming mgh, cftſoones he gan to gheſle 
Both by the burming heart, which on his breſt 
He bare, and by the colours 1 his creſt, 
That Paridell it was. - Tho to him yode, 
And him4alunng, as beſeemed beſt, - 

. Gan firſt inquire of rydings farre abroad 3 

And afterwards on whar aducnture now herode. 


6 , 4 . F 
Who thereto anſwering, iy 3 The rydings bad, 
Which now in Faery courtall men do tell, 
Which turned hath greatmirth, to mourning ſad, 
Is the late ruineof proud Aarinell, . 
And ſuddein parture of faire Florimel, 
To tind him forth : and after her are-gone - 
All the braue knights, thatdoen in armes excell, 
. Toſauegard her, ywandred all alone; 
Emongſtthereſt, my lot (vnworthy) is tobe one. 


Ah gentle knight, ſaid chenSir Satyrane, 
Thy labour all is loft, I greatly dread, 
Thathaſta thankleſle ſeruice onthee ta'ne L 
And offreſt ſacrifice vnto the dead: 
For dead, I ſurely doubt, thou maiſtaread 
Henceforthfor euer Flortmellto bee, - 
That all the hoble knights of Maydenhead, 
.', Which her ador'd, may forerepent with me, 
And allfuire Ladies may foreuer (ory be, 
9” 


Which words, when Piridell had heard, his hew 
Gan greatly change, and ſeem'd diſmaid to bee ; 
\Dhen ſaid, Faire Sir, how may Lween ittrew | 
Thatye do tellin ſuch vncertaintee ? 
Oc ipeake ye of report, or did yeſce 

| Tyſtcauſeof dread, tharmakes ye doubt ſo ſore? 
For, perdy elſe how mote it euer bee, | 

- Thateucr hand ſhould dare for to engore 
Her noble bloud? the heauens ſach cruelty abhore. 


Theſe eyes did ſee, that hey wall euer rew | 
T'haue ſeenc, quoth he, when as a monſtrous beaft 
The Palfrey, whereon ſhe did trauell, lew, 

And of his bowels madea bloudyfeaſt ; | 
Which ſpeaking token ſheweth at the leaſt 

Her certainelofle, if nother ſure decay : 

Beſides, that more ſuſpicion encreaſt, 

I found her golden girdle caft aſtray, P 

Diitayn'd with durt ws bloud, asrelique of theprey, 


= RS 7 50 
Aye me,ſayd Paridell, the fignes be fad, | 
And but God turne the ſame to good ſoothſay, 
That Ladies ſafety is ſore to be drad: 
Yet will Inotforlake my forward way, / 
Till triall doe more certaine truth bewray. 
Faire Sir, quoth he, well may it you ſucceed, 
Nelong ſhall Satyranebehind you ſtay, - 
* Butto the rcſt, which in this Queſtproceed. 
My labour adde, and be partaker of their lpecd. 


Yenoble knights ,ſayd Brag Squire of Dames, 
Well may ye ſpeed in fo-pruſc-worthy paine : 
Bur fith the Sunne now ginnes to {lake his beames, 
In dewy vapours of the wefterne Maine, 
And loſe the teme our of his weary waine, 
Mote not miſlike.you alfo to abate - | 
Your zealous haſte, till morrowe next againe 
Both light:'of hcauen, and ſtrength of mea relate : 


Which if ye pleaſe, toyonder Cattle turne your gare, + 


That 
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F2 To errant knights be common : wondrous ſore 
Thar counſell pleaſed well; fo all yfere Thereat diſpleas*d they were, tillthat young Squire 
Forth marched roa Caſtle them before, Gan them informe the cauſe, why that ſame dore 
Where ſoone arr1uiwe, they reſtrained were Was ſhur to all, which lodging did defirc: 
Of ready entrance, which'on oht enermore The which to let you weet, will further time require. ? 
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Canto IX, 
Malbecco will no ſtrange knights hoſt, 


For peeniſhiealouſee : 
Pariaell ginſts with Britomart ; 
Both ſhew their aunceſtrie, 


—— 
TD 
N 


\ 
Bl. 


: 


I Whoſe beauty doth his bounty farre ſurpaſſe, 
NY Edoubred knights, and honorable Dames, The which to him both far vnequall yeares, 
To whom Tlevell allmy labours end, And alſo far vnlike conditions has ; 
5 Rightſorel feare, leaſt with vaworthy blames For, ſhe does ioy to play cmongſt her peares, 
- This odiousargument my rimes ſhould ſhend, And to befreefrom hard reftraintand icalous feares. 


Or ought your goodly paticnce oftend, « 
Whiles of a wanton Lady I do write, But he is old, and withered like hay, 
Which with her looſe incontinence doth blend © Vnfit faire Ladies ſeruice to ſupply; 
The ſhining glory of your foueraigne light, The priuy guilt whereof makes him alway 
And knjghthood foule defaced by a faithletie knight. SuſpeCt her truth, and keepe continual ſpy 
2 Vpon her with his other blinked eye; 
But never letth'enſample of the bad Ne luffreth he reſort of liuing wight 
Offend the good : for, good by parzgone = Approche to her, ne keep her companie, 
Of euill, may more notably be rad, But in cloſe bowre her mewes from all mens fight, 
As white ſeemes fairer, matcht with blacke attone ; Depriv'd of kindly ioy and naturall delight. 
Ne, all are ſhamed by the fault of one : | 6 
For lo, in heauen, whereas all goodneſle is, Malbecco he, and Hellenore {he hight, 
Emorgſtthe Angels, a whole legione Vnfitly yok't together in one teeme : 
Of wicked Sprights did fall from happy bliſs; + That 1s the cauſe, why neuer any knight 
What wonder then, if one of women all d1d mils ? It {uflired here to enter, but he ſeeme 
; Such, as no doubt of him he neede misdeeme. 
Then liſten Lordlings, if yeliſt to weet Thereat Sis Satyrane gan ſmile and ſay ; \ 
The cauſe, why Satyrane and Paridell Extreamcly mad the man I ſurely deeme, 
Mate not be entertain'd, as ſeemed meet, That weenes with watch 2nd hardreſtraintro ſtay 
Into that Caſtle (as that Squire does tell.) A womans will which is diſpos'd to goe aſtraie. 
Therein a c.,ncred crabbed Carle does dwell, 7 
That has no skill of 'Courtnor courteſie, In vaine he feares that which he cannot ſhonne ; 
Ne cares, what men ſay of him, ill or wcll; For, who wotes not, that womans ſubrtilties 
For, all his dajes he drownes in priuity, Can guilen Argus, when ſhe liſtmisdonne 2 
Yet has full largeto liue, and {pendat hbertie. _ - Itisnotiron bands, nor hundredeyes, 
4 | Nor brazen walls, nor many wakefull ſpyes, 
Bur all his tminde is ſer on mucky pelfe, Thatcan withhold her wilfull wandring feet; 
To hoord vp heapes of cuill gotten maſle, Butfaſt good will with gentle courteſies , 
For which he others wrongs, and wreckes himſelfe ; And timely ſeruice to her pleaſures meet 
Yct ishe linked to alouely Laſle, May her perhaps contain, that elſe would algates fleet. 


Then 


Cant. 1 X. THE FAERIE QVEENE. 167 


8 
Then, is he not more mad, ſaid Paridell, 
That hath himſelfe vnto ſuch ſeruice (old, 
In dolefull thraldome all his dayes to dwcll? 
For, ſure a foole I doe him firmely hold, 
Thatloues his fetters, though they were of gold. 
But why doc we deuiſe of others'ill, 
Whiles thvs we ſuffer this ſame dotard old 
To keepe vs out, in ſcorne of his owne will, 
And rather doenotranſack all, and umſelfe kill ? 


OO 
Nay, let vs firſt ſaid Satyrane, intreat 
The man by gentle meanes, toletys in, 
And afterwards affray with cruell threat, P 
Erethat we to efforce it doe begin : 
Then, if all faile, we will by force it win, 
Andeke reward the wretch for his meſpriſe, 
As may be worthy of his haynous fin. 
That counſell pleaſd : Then Paridell didriſe, 
Ando the Caſtle gate approch't in quiet wile. 
10 
Wherecat ſoft knocking, entrance he defir'd. 
The good-manſelte(which then the Porter plaid) 
Him anſwered, that all were now retir'd 
Vnto theirreſt; and all the keyes convaid 
Vato their Maiſter, who in bed was laid, 
That none him durſt awake out of his dreame ; 
And therefore them of patience gently praid. 
Then Paridellbeganto change histheame, 
And threatned him with force, and puniſhment extreame. 
II 
Bur all in yaine;; for nought mote himrelent. 
And now ſo long before the wicketfaſt 
They waited, that the night was forward ſpent, 
And the faire welkin (foully over-caſt) 
Gan blowen vp a bitter ſtormy blaſt, 
With ſhowre and haile ſo horrible atid dred; 
Thatthis faire many were compeld atlaſt 
To fly forſuccour to a little ſhed, 
The which belide the gatefor ſwine was ordered. 
12 
It fortuned, ſoone after they were gone, 
Another knight, whom tempeſt thither brought, 
Came to that Caſtle ; and with earneſt mone, 
Like as thereſt, late entrance deare beſought : 
Bur, like ſo as the reſt, heprayd for nought ; 
For, flatly he of entrance was refus'd. - 
Sorely thercat he was diſpleas'd; and thought 
How to avenge himſelfe (o ſore abus'd, 
And euermore the Carle of curteſfie accts'd. 
I 
But, to avoyd th'intolerable " HERES 
Hee was compeld to ſeeke ſoine refuge neare, 
And to that ſhed (to ſhrowd him from the ſhowre) 
Hee came, which full of gueſts he found whyleare, 
So as he was not let to enter there; 
Whereathe gan to wex exceeding wroth, 
Andſwore that he would lodge with them yfere, 
Or them diſlodpe;, all werethey liefe orloth ; + 
And them defied each, and fo defide them both. 


I 
Both were ful loth ro leaue * Þ necdfull tent, 
And both full loth in darkneſle to debate ; 
Yet both full hefe him lodging to haue lent, - 
And both full liefe his boaſting to abatez 
But chiefely Paridell his hart did grate, 
To hearehim threaten lo deſpighrfully, 
As ifhe dida doggeto kenell rate, 
 Thatdurſtnorbarke; andrather had he dy, 
Then when he was defide, in coward corner ly. 
I 
Tho, _ remounting is ſteed, 

Hee forth iflew'd ; hkeas a boiſtrous wind, 

Which 1n th'earths hollow caues hath long bin hid, 

And ſhut vp faſt within her priſons blind, 

Makes the huge element againſt her kind 

To moue; and tremble as it were avaſt, 

Vntill that it an iſſue forth may tind ; 

Then forth it brexkes, and with his furious blaſt 
Confounds both land and feas, and skyes doth over-caſt. 
Their ſtcele-head ſpeares they ſtrongly coucht, and mer 

Together with impetuous rage and force; 

Thatwith the terrour of their fierce affret, _ 

They rudely droue to ground bdth man and horle, 

Thateach (awhile) lay like a ſenſelclle corfe : 

But Paridell, ſore bruſed with the blowe, 

Could notariſe, the counterchange to ſcorce, 

Till that young Squire him reared from belowe; 
Then drew he his brightfword, & gan abotithim throwe. 


17 Es 

But Satyrane,forth ſtepping, did them ſtay; 
And with faire treatie pacifide theirire ; 
Then, when they were accordedfrom the fray, 
Againſt that Caſtles Lord they gan conſpire, 
To heape on him duc vengeancefor his hire. 
They been agreed, and to the gares they goe 
To burne the ſame with vnquenchable tire, 
And thatvncurteous Carle (their common foe) 

To doc foule death to die, or wrap in grieuous woe. 

18 
Malbecco, ſeeing them reſolv'd indeed 
* Toflamethe gates, and hearingthem to call 

For fire in earneſt, ranne with fearefull ſpeed; 
And to them calling from the Caſtle wall, 
Beſought them humbly, him ro beare withall, 
As ignorant of ſeruaunts bad abuſe, 
And ſlack attendarice vnto ſtrangers call. 
The knights were willing all things to excule, 

Though nought belieu'd, & entrance late did not tefule. 

19 

They been ybroughtinto a comely bowre, 

And ſeru'd of all things that mote needfull bee ; 
Yetſecretly their hoſt did on them lowre, 

And welcomd more for feare then charitee; 

But they difſerbled what they did not ſee, 

. And welcomed themſelues. Each gan vndight 
Their garments wet, and weary armour free, 
To dry themſclues by Yulcanes flamung light, 

And cke their lately bruzedparts to bring in plight. Peck 
P, 
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20 

Andeke that ſtranger knight, cmongſt the reſt, 
Was for like nced cnforc't to diſarray : 
Tho, when as vailed was her lofty creſt, 
Her golden locks, that were in tramels Bay 
Vp-bounden, did themlelues adowne diſplay, 
And raughtvnto her heeles; like ſunny beames, 
Thatin a clowd their light did long time ſtay, 
Their vapour vaded, ſhew their golden gleames, 

And hromjh the perſent ayre ſhoot forth their azure 


21 

She alſo dofther heauy haberjeon, 
V Vhich the fairefeature of her limbes did hide; 
And her well plighted frock, which ſhe did won 
To tuck about her ſhort when ſhe did ride, 
Shee lowe let £3ll, that flow'd from her lank fide 
Downe to her foot, with careleſſe modeſtee. 
Then of them all ſhee plainely was cſpide 
To beawoman-wight (vnwiſt to bee) 

| Thefaireſt woman-wightthat euer eyc did lee. 


(22 

Like as Minerua, beeing latereturnd 
From ſlaughter of the Giants conquered 3 
Where proud Encelade, whoſe wide noſethrils burnd 
With breathed fames, hike to aturnace red, 
Transfixed with the ſpeare, downe tumbled ded 


From top of Hem, by him heaped hie ; 


Hath looſd her helmetfrom her lofty hed, 
And her Gorgowianſhield gins to vate 
From her left are, to reſt in glorious y1Qtory, 


23 
Which when as they beheld, they ſmittenwere 
With great amazementoffo wondrous fight; 
And each on other, and they all on her 
Stood gazing, as if {uddaine great affright 
Had them lurpris'd. | Arlaſt, aviſing right, 
Her goodly perſonageand glorious hew, 
Which chey fo much miſtooke, they rooke delight 
In their firſt errour, and yet (till anew | 
With wonder of her beaury fed their hungry view. 


24 
Yetn'ote their hungry view be ſatisfied; 
But ſeeing, ſtill the more defir'd to ſee, 
And euer firmely fixed didabide 
In contemplation of divinitie : 
But moſt they meruaild at her cheualree 
And nobleproweſle, which they had reroned, 
That much they faind to knowe who ſhee mote bee; 
Yetnone of all them her thereof amoued, 
Yet euery one her lik't, and euery one her loucd. 


25 
And Paridell, though partly diſcontent 
V Vith his late fall, and oule indignity, 
Yet was ſoonewonne his malice to relent, 
Through gracious regard of her faire eye, 
And knightly worth, which hee too late did try, 
Yettryed did adore. Supper was dight 
Then they Malbecco prayd of curtchie, 
Thar of is Lady they mnuyghthaue the ſight, 
And company at meat, to doethem more delight. 


(ltreames. 


26 
But he, to ſhifttheir curious requeſt, 
Gan cauſen why ſhee could not comein place; 
Her craſed health, her late recourſe to _ 
And humid euening, ill for ſickefolkes caſe : 
But none of thoſe excules could take place ; 
Newould they eate, till ſhee in preſence came. 
Shee came 1n preſence with right comely grace, 
And fairely them ſaluted, as became, 
And ſhew'd herfelfein all a gentle curtcous Dame. 
2 
They ſate to meat, and Satyrane his chaunce 
Was her before, and Paridell beſide; 
he himſelfe (ate lookin e ſtill aſcaunce, 
GAnſt Britomart, and cuer cloſely eyde 
Sir Satyrane, that glaunccs mightnotglyde: 
But his blind eye, that fided Paridell, 
All his demeanure from his fight did hide : 
On her faire faceſo did hee feede his fill, 
And ſent cloſe meflages of loueto her at will. 
28 
And euer and anone, when none was ware, 
With (peaking lookes, that cloſe embaſſage bore, 
Heeroy'd at her, and told his ſecret care ; 
For, all that arthe learned had of yore. 
Ne was ſhece ignorant of that lemdlow, 
But in his ae, 7 meaning wiſely red, 
And with the like him antwerd euermore: 
She ſent at him one firie dart, whoſe hed 
Empoilſned was with priuy luſt, and icalous dred. 
2 
Hee, from that deadly Pea madeno defence, 
But to the wound his weake hart opened wide; 
The wicked engine through falſe influence 
Paſt through his eyes, _ ſecretly did glyde 
Into his hart, which it did ſorely gryde. 
Butnothing new to him was that ſame paine, 
Nepaine at all ; forhe ſo oft had tryde 
The power thereof, and lay'd ſo oft in vaine, 
That thing of courſe he counted, loue to entertaine. 


O 
Thence-forth to herhee age to intimate 
His 1nward griefe, by meanes to him well knowne ; 
Now Bacchus fruit out of the filuer plate 
Heon thetable daſht, as overthrowne, 
Or of the fruitfull liquor overflowne, 
And by the dauncing bubbles did divine, 
Or therein writeto let his loue be ſhowne ; 
V Vhich wellſhe red out of the learned line; 
(A lacrament profane in myſterie ofwine.) 


I 

And when-ſo of his hand the pledge ſhe raught, 
The guilty cup ſhe fained to miſtake, 
And in her ap did ſhed her idle draught, 
Shewing deſire her inward flame to flake: 
By ſuch cloſe ſignes they ſecret way did make 
Vnto their wils, and one eyes watch eſcape 3 
Two eyes him ncedeth, for to watch and wake, 
VVho Louers will deceive. Thus was the ape, 

By their faire handling, putinto Malbeccoes cape. 


Now 
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Now when of meatcs and Conkes they had their ll, 
Purpoſe was mooucd by that gentle Dame, 

Vnto thoſe Knights adventurous, to tell 

Of deeds of armes, which vnto them became, 
And guery onehis kindred, and hisname. 

Then Paridell (in whom a kindly pride | 

Of oracious ſpeech, and skill his words to frame 
Abounded) beeing glad of fo fit tide 

Him to commend to her, thus ſpake, of all well eyde: 


Troy, that artnow nought but an idle name, 
And 1n thine aſhes buried lowe dooft lye, 
Though whylome far much greater then thy fame, 


Before that angry Gods, and cruell sky .* 


Vpon thee heaprt a direfull deftinie 3 

What boots it boaſt thy glorious deſcent; 
Andfetch from hcauen thy great Gercalogie; 
Sith all thy worthy prayles becing blent, 

Their oi-{pring hath embas't, and later glory ſhent ? 


4 
Moſt famous VVorthy of . world, by whom 
That warre was kindled, which did Troy inflame, 
And ſtately towres of 71103 whnlome 8 
Brought vnto balcfull ruine, was by name 
Sir Pars, far renowm'd through noble fame; 
Who,through great proweſle and bold hardineſle, 
From Lacedemon fetcht the faireſt Dame * © 
That euer Greece did boaſt, or knight poſleſſe, 
Whom Yenas to him gauefor meed of worthinellez 


Faire Helene, flowre of beauty excellent, t 

And girlond of themighty Conquerours, 

That madeſt many Ladies deare lament 

The heauy loſle of their braue Paramours, 

Which theyfar off beheld from Troian towres; 
And ſaw the fieldes of faire Scamanderſtrowne 
With carcafſes ofnoble warriours, | 
Whol: fruitleſle liues were vader furrow ſowne, 
And Xanthus andy bankes with bloudall overflowne. 


. we "A 

From him,my linage I deruue aright, 

Who long before the ten yeares ſiege of Troy, 
Whiles yer on 142 he a ſhepheard hight, 

On faire Oenone pore loudy boy of 7 
Whom; for remembrance of herpaſſed ioy, ' 
She of his Father, Paris did name; | 
VVheo, after Greekes did Priamsrealme deſtroy, 
Gath'red the Troiane reliques fau'd from flame, - 
And withtheinfayling thence;to th'Iſte of Pare3catne. 


ms L F --- 
That was by him cald Paros which before 
Hight Naſa: there he many yeares didraigne, 
And built Navfecle by the Porticke ſhore 3 

The which he dying; lefntxtinfemaite  - 

To Paridas his fonne: + © [OS 
From whom I Pafideltby kin deſcend ; 
Bur for faire Ladies loue, andglorics gaine,, 

My natiue ſoife haue lef&; my dayes to ſpend = 

In ſewing deeds'gf atmes, my files andlabours cnd. 


8 
When-as the noble His heard tell 
Ot Troiane warres, and Priams Citic (ackt 
(The ruefuli ſtory of Sir Paridell) 
She was empaſtiond at thatpittious at, 
VVith zealous envy of Greekes crucll fact, 
Againſt that Nation, from whoſe race of old 
She heard that ſhee was lineally extract : 
For, noble Pritons {prong from Troians bold, 
And Troynouant was builtot old Troyes aſhes cold. 


Then fighing ſoft awhile, K. laſt, ſhe thus : 
O lamentable fall of famous towne ! 
Which raign'd ſo many yeares victorious, 
And of all Afz2 bore the ſoueraigne crowne, 
In one {ad night conſum'd, and throwen downe : 
What ſtony hart, that heares thy hapleſlefate, 
Is not empearc't with deepe compailiowne, 

_ And makes enſample of mans wretched ſtare, - 
That flowresſo freſh at morne, and fades ateuening late? 


40 
Bchold, Sir, how your pittitull complaint 
Harh found anotherpartner of your paine : 
For, nothing may impreſle ſo deare conſtraint; 
As Countries cauſe, and cornmon foes diſdaine. 
But, if it ſhould not gricue you backe againe . 
To turne your courle, I would to heare defire 
What to Aeneas fel]; fith that menſayne 
Hee was not in the Cities wofull fire 
Conſum'd, but did himſelfe to lafette retire. 
41 
Anchyſes ſonne, begot of Yenws faire, bi; 
Said hee, out of the flames for lafegard fled, 
And with a remnant did to fea repaire, | 
Where heetbrough fatall errour long was led 
Full many yeares ;and weetleſſe wandered 
From ſhore to ſhote, etnongſtthe Lybick ſands, 
Erereſt he found; 'Much there he ſuffered, 
And many perils paſts forraine lands, - 
To ſaue his peopleſadfrom ViEors vengefull hands. 
2 
Atlaſt, in Latinum heedid Ls, MAES 
Where hee with ctuell warre was engertaind = 
- Of th'inlandfolke, which ſought him backe to driue, 
Till heewith old Latinus was conſtraind 
To contra&twedlock: (ſo the Fares ordaind.) 
VVedlock contract in blood, and eke in blood 
Accompliſhed, that many deare complaind : - 
The riuall laine; the'Victor (Oaong the flood 
Eſcaped hardly) hardly prayſd his wedlock good. - 


| 43 

Yet afterall, hee Vitor did Parvilic, | 

And with Latinus did the kingdomeparr. 

- But after, when both nations ganto ſtriue, 
Into their names the title to convart, 
- His ſonne 14lusdidfrom thence depart, 

With all the warlike youth of Troians bloud, 

And inlong Albaplac't his throne apart, 

VVherefare it floriſhed, and long time ſtoud, 
Till Romwlzs renewing it, to Rome remou'd. 

P 3. ' = | There, 
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44 49 
There, there, ſaid Britomart, afreſh appear'd Arlaſt, by fatall courſe they driuen were 
The glory ofthe later world to ſpring, Into an Iſland ſpacious and brode, 
And Troy againe out of her duſt was rear'd, The furtheſt North, that did to them appeare: 
To fitinſecond ſcate of ſoueraigne king And (after reſt they ſeeking farreabrode) 
Of all the world vnderher gouerning. Found it the fitteſt ſoyle for their abode; 
Bur athird kingdomeyeris to ariſe, Fruitfull of all things fitfor liuing foode, 
Out of the Troians ſcattered of-ſpring, But wholly waſte, and voyd of peoples trode, 
 Thatinall glorieandpreatenterprile, Sauec an hugenation of the Giants brood, 
Both firſtand cond Troy ſhall dare to cqualiſe. Thatfed on living fleſh, & drunke mens vitall blood. 
SR . 50 
It Troynowant 15 hight, that with the waucs Whom he,through wearie warres and labours long, 
of. wealthy Thami waſhed is along, Subdewd with lofle of many Britons bold : 
Vpon whoſe ſtubborne neck (where-at he raues In which, the great Goemagot of ſtrong 
With roring rage, and ſore himſelfe does throng, Corinews, and Coulin of Debon old 
Thar all men feare to tempt his billowes ſtrong) Were overthrowne, andlayd on th'carth full cold, 
Shefaſtned hath her foot, which ſtands ſo hie, VVhich quaked vnder their ſo hideous mals : 
That it a wonder of the world is ſon A famoushiſtoryto beenrold 
In forrane Lands; and all which paſlen by, In cucrlaſting moniments of braſs, 
Bcholding it from far, doe thinke it threats the sky. Thar all the antique Worthies merits far did paſs. 
46 FI 
The Troiane Brute did firſt that Citie found, His worke, great Troynouant, his workeis cke 
And Hygate made the mearethereofby Weſt, Faire Lincolne, both renowmed far ys 
And Ozert-gate by North : that is the bound That who from Eaſt to Weſt will end-long leeke, 
Towardthe land; two riuers bound thereſt. Cannot two fairer Cities find this day, 
So huge aſcopeat firſt himſeemed beſt, Except Cleopolis: ſo heard I ſay 
To bethe compaſle of his kingdomes ſeat : Old Mnemon. Therefore Sir, I greet youwell 
So hugea mind could notinletlerreſt, Your countrey kin, and you ney pray 
Ne in ſmall meares containe his glory great, Ofpardon for the ſtrife, which late befell 
That Albion had conquered firſt by warlike feat. Betwixt ys both vnknowne. .So ended Paridell. 
47 2 
Ah ! fayreſt Lady-knight, ſaid Paridell, © But all the while that he heb ſpeeches ſpent, 
' Pardon (I pray) my heedleflc over-ſight, Vpon his lips hong faire Dame Hellenore, | 
Who had forgot, that whylome I heard tell With vigilant regard, and due attent, 
From aged Mnemon; for, my wits been light. Faſhioning worlds of fancies euermore 
Indeed, he ſaid, if Iremember right, In her fraile wit, that now her quiteforlore? 
Thatof the antique 7'rojane tiock, there grew The whiles, vawares away her wondring eye, 
ory ag a that rag to wondrous hight, And greedy eares, her weake hartfrom her bore: 
And far abroad his mighty branches threw, Which he perceiuing, cucrpriwly | 
Into the vtmoſt Angle of the world he knew. | In ſpeaking, many falle belgardes at her ler fly. 
| 48 
For, that ſame Brute (whom much he did aduaunce So long theſe knights wiſe Fea diuerſly, 
In all his ſpeech) was Sylviue his ſonne, PH Of ſtrange affaires, and noble hardiment, 
Whom hauing ſlaine,through luckleſs arrowes glaunce, Which they had paſt with mickle teopardy, 
Hee fled for feare of that he had miſdonne, That now the humid night was farforth pens 
Or elſe for ſhame,ſo foule reproche to ſhonne ; | And heauenly lampes were halfendeale ybrent: 
And with him led to ſea ayouthly traine, Which th'old man ſeeing well (who too long thought 
Where wearie wandring boy long time did wonne, Euery diſcourſe, and euery argument, 
And many fortunes prov'd in th'0cean maine, Which by the houres he Sined beſoughr 


And great adyentures found, that now were long to ſaine, Themygo toxeſt. So all vnto their bowres were brought. 
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SR Bewrayed had the world with earcly light, 
S And freſh .Aurora had the ſhady damp 
JET ! Out of the goodly heauen amoued quight, 
de LoPrteanl Faire Britomart and that ſame Faeri ck 
Voroſe, forth on their iourney for to wend : 

But Parideff complaynd, thathis late fight 

With Britomare, {a fore did him offend, 
That ride he could nor, till his hurts he did amend. 


| 2 

So forth they far'd ;buthebehind them ftaid, 
Maulgre his hoſt, who grudged grieuouſly 
To houſe a gueſt, thatwould be needs obayd, 
And of his ownehimleft not liberty : 
(Might,wantin meaſure,mooueth ſurquedry.) 
Two things he Fxred, but the third was cathy, 
That fierce young many vnruly maiſtery ; 
His money which he loy'd as living breath; 

And hisfaise bike, whom heneRions Lo e kept yneath. 


But patience perforce : he Huſt abie 
What fortune and his fate'on him will lay; 
Fond 1 igt the feare thar findes no remedy; 
Yet warily hewatcheth cuery way, 
By which hefeareth cuill happen may : 
So th'evilt thinks by row o prevent ; 
Ne doth he fbffer her, nor night, nor day, 
Our of his floht her (elfe wit to GRE 

So doth he punthh her, any eke himſelfe rormente. 


But Paridel! kept better bY then hee, 
A fit occaſion for his _ to find : 
Falſe louc, why doe men fay, thop capſtnot lee, 
Andin their fooliſh fangief nethee blind, 
That with thy Pp xe the ſharpeſt fight dooſt bjnd, 
And to thy willabufe > Thou walkeſt free, 
And ſceſt enery ferret of the mind; 
Thou ſeeſt Jl, ye t naneat all ſces thee; 
Allthatis bythe working of Frky Deitee:. 


DI 


Paridell rapeth Hellenore : 
Malhecca her purſewes : EN”: 
Findes emong#t Satyres,whence with him IS ; 
to turne ſhe doth refuſe. | 
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F:3 He morrow next, fo ſoone as Phebus Lamp So perfeCt in that art was Paridet, 


That he Malbeccoes halfen eye did wile, 
His halfen eye he wiled wondrous well, 
And Hellenors both eyes did cke begule, 
Both eyes and hart attonce, during the while ' 
That he there ſoiourned his wounds to heale 3 
That Cupid lelfe it feeing, cloſe did fmile, 
To weet how he her loue away did ſteale, 
And bade, that none their i >” Are treaſon ſhould reueale. 


The learned Louer loſtno I nor tide, 
That leaſt avantage mote to him afford, 
Yet boreſo faire alaile, that nonee ide 
His ſecret drift, tillhe herlayd abord. 
When-ſoin open place, and common bord, 
He fortun'd her to meet, with common | veech 
He courted her, yet bayted euery word, 
Thathis vngentle hoſte n'ote him appeach 
Of vile vngentlenefle, or hoſpitages breach. 


7 
But, when apart (if eter her apart) 
He found then his falſe engins faſt he plide, 
Andall the fleights vaboſomd 1n his hart; 
He ſigh't, he ſob, helwound, he perdy dide, 
And caſt himelfe on ground her faſt beſide : 
Tho, when againe he him berhou >ht to liue, 
He wept, an *waild, and falſe TR an belide, 
Saying, but if ſhee Mercie would him give, _. 
That he mote algates die yo did his forgiue. 


And other-whiles, with AGAR del 
And pleaſing rpyes he would her « torizinne, 
Now ſin ging tweetly, te to ory +7 her rights, 
Now m Tiew tayes of love and $ paine, 
Branſles, IK ricelayes, and verſes vaine 
Ofrt purpole $ he devis'd, 
And Furs en which lowodin Ys braine, 
With which hefed entis 
Totake _ mag egy and ou herolideps 'd. PRs 
3 0 
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9 | 
And enery where he might, and cucry whule 
He did her feruice durtifull, and ſewed 
Athand with humble pride, and pleating gue, 
So cloſely yet, that none bur ſhee it yiewed, 
Who well percciued all, and all indewed. 
Thus finely did he his falfe nets diffpred, 
With which he many weake harts had ſubdewed 
Of yore, and many had ylike miſled: 
What wonder then, it ſhee were likewiſe carried ? 


No fort ſo fenfible, no walles fo ſtrong, 
But that continuallbattery will riue, 
Or daily fiegethrough diſpuruayancelonvg, 
Andlac ks will to parley driue ; 
And Peecce, thatvnto parley eare will giue, 
Will ſhortly yield itſelfe, and will be made 
The vaſlall of the ViRors will byliue : 
Thar ſtratageme had oftentimes afſaid 

This crafty Paramour,and now itplaincdiſplaid, 

II 

For, through his traines he her jntrapped hath, 
That ſhe her loue and harthath wholl os 
To him, withoutregard of gaine, or icatlti 

Or care of credite, or of husband old, 


Whom ſhe hath vow'd to dub a faire Cuckold. 


Nought wants buttime and place, which ſhortly ſhce 


Deuized hath, and to her Louer told. 
Ir pleaſed well. Sowellthey both agree; 
Soready ripe toill, ill wemens counſels bee. 


12 

Darke was the Eucning, fitfor louers ſtealth, 
When chaunc't Malbecco buſic be cl{e-where, 
She to his cloſet went, whereall his wealth 


Lay hid: thereof ſhee countleſle ſummes did reaxe, 


The which ſhe meant away with her to beare ; 
The reſt,ſhee fir'd forſport, or for deſpight; 
As Hellene, when ſhe ſaw aloft appeare 
The Treiane flames,and reach to heauens hight, 
Did clap her hands, and ioyedat that dolefull fight. 
I 


This ſecond Hellene, faire Dame Hellenore, 
Thewhiles her husband ranne with ſory haſte 


To quench the flames which ſhe had tyn'd beforc, 


Laught athis fooliſhlabourſpentin waſte; 

Fay - ranne into her Lovers armes rightfaſt; 

Where ſtraightembraced, ſheeto him did cry, 

And call aloud forhelpe, ere _—__ werepaſt; 

For, lo, that Gueſt would beare herforcibly, 
And meanttorauiſh her, that rather had to die. 


| I: 11 
Thewretched man, hearing her call for..yde, 
And ready ſecing him with her to flye, 
In his diſquiet mind was much diſmaide: 
But, when againe he backward caſt his eye, 
And ſaw the wicked fire ſo furiouſly | 
Conſume his hart, and ſcorch his Idoles face, 
Hee was there-with diſtreſſed diuerſly, 
 Newiſthehow to turne, norto whatplacez 
Was ncuer wretched mania ſuch a wofull caſes 
wp 


I5 
Ay when to him ſhe eryde, to berheturn'd, 
Andleft thefirez Joue, money overcarne : 
Burt, when hee marked how his money bura'd, 
Heleft his wife; did louediſclame : 
Both was he lothto looſe his laued Dane, 
And loth to leaue his liefeſt pelfe behind, 
Yerfſith hen'ote ſaue both, he lau'd that fame 
Which was the deareſt to his ul mind, 
The God of his defire, the ioy of miſers blind, 
I 


6 

Thus, whilſt all things in tronblous yprore were, 
And all men bufie to ſupprefle the flame, 
Thelouing couple need no reskew feare, 
But leaſure had, andlibertieto frame 
Thepwge® flight, free from all mensreclame 
And Night hs patroneſſe of loue-ſtealthfaire) 
Gaue themſafe conduQt, till to end they came 
So becneth goue yfeare (a wanton paire 

Of Lovers looſely knit) where liſt them to repaire, 


I7 

Soone as the cruell flames yſlaked were, 
Malbecco, ſeeing how his loſe did lyc, 
Out of the flames, which he had quenchtwhylare 
Into huge waues of griefe and jexlouſic 
Full deepe emplonged was, and drowned nic, 
Twixt inward doole and felonous deſpight; 
Heerav'd, he wepr, he ſtampr, heloud kf yh 
And all thepaſſionsthatin man may light, 


Did him attonce oppreſle, and yex his cayriuc [pright. 
8 


I 
Long thus he chawd the cud of inward griefe, 
 Anddidconſumehis gallwith anguiſh ſarc: 
Sull when he muſed on his late mutchiefe, 
Then ſtill the ſmart thereof increaſed more, 
And ſeem'd more gricuous, then it was before 2 
Atlaſt, when ſorrow heſaw booted nought, 
Ne griefe mightnothis loueto himreſtore, 
He gan deuiſe, how her he reskew mought, 
Tep thouland waics he caſtin his confuſed thought. 


I 
Atlaſt, reſoluing like a vilerim pore 
To ſearch herforth, whereſo ſhe might be fond, 
And bearing with himthreaſure in cloſe ſtore, 
Thereſt he Jeauesin ground : Sotakes in'hond 
To ſeeke her endlong, both by ſea andiond. 
Long be her ſought, eras her farreand nere, 
And euery where thathe mote vnderſtond, 
__Of Knights and Ladies any meetings were, 
And of each one bemet, hetydings didinquere. 
20 
Pur all in vaine, his woman was too wiſe, 
Euerto come into his clouch againc, 
And he too ſimple euer to ſurpriſe 
The iolly Paridell, for all his paine, 
Oneday, as he forepaſſed by the Plaine 
With weary paſe, he farre away eſpide 
- Acouple ({eeming well to be his twaine) 
; Which houedcloſe ynder aforeſtfide, 
As if they lay in wait, orelſe themſclues did hide, 


Well 
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21 
Well wecned he, that thoſe the ſame mote bee 2 
And as he bettcr did their ſhape avize, 
Him feemed more their manner did agree 
For, th'one was armed all in warlike wize, 
Whom, to be Paridell he did deuize; 
And th'other, all yclad in garments light, 
Diſcolour'd like to womaniſh diſguiſe, 
He did reſemble to his Lady bright; 
And cuer his faint hart much yearned at the ſight. 
22 
| Andeuer faine hee towards them would goc, 
But yet durſt not for dread approchen nie, 
But ſtood aloofe, vnweeting what to doc; 
Till that prickt forth with loues extremitie, 
That is thefather of foule Iealoufic, 
He cloſely neerer crept, the truth to weet : 
But, as he nigher drew, he cafily 
Might ſcerne, thut it was not his ſweeteſt ſweet, 
Ne yet her Belamour, the partner of his ſheet. 


2 
But it was ſcornefull Ges 7 
T hat with his ſeruaunt Trompart houerd there, 
Sincelate he fled from his too earneſt foe : 
Whom ſuch when as 2Aalbecco ſpycd clere, 
He turned backe, and would haue fled arerc 3 
Till Trompartrunning haſtily, him did ſtay, 
And bade before his ſoucraine Lord appere : 
That was him loath, yet durſthenotgaine-ſay, 
And comming him before, lowelouted on the lay, 


2 
The Boaſter, at himſternely —_ his brow, 
As if hee could haue kild him with his looke, 
That tothe ground him meckely made to bow, 
Andawfuli terror deepeinto hum firooke, 
T hat every member of his body quooke. 


Said he, thou man of nought, whatdooſt thou here, 


Vnfitly furniſht with thy bag and booke, 
Where I expetted onewith ſhield and ſpere, 
Toprouc {ome deedes of armes ypon an equall per, 


25 

The wretched min, at hus imperious peach, : 
Was all abaſht; and lowe proſtrating, ſaid ; 
Good Sir, letnot my rudedeſle be no breach 
Vnto yourpatience, ne beill ypaidz 
For, I'vnawares this way by fortune ſtraid, 
A ſilly Pilgrim driuen to diſtreſle, 7 1P 
That ſeeke a Lady. There he ſuddaineſtaid, 
And did thereſt with grieuous fighes ſupprelic, 


While teares ſtood in his hr (few drops of birternellc.) 


2 

What Lady, man? ſaid Trompart, take good hart, 
And tell thy eriefe, if any hidden ye; 
Was neuer better time to ſhew thy ſmart 
Then now, that noble ſuccour is thee by, 
That is the whole worlds common remedy. 


That chearefull word his weake hart much did chearc, 


And with raine hope his ſpirits faint ſupply, 
Thatbold hefaid; O moſtredoubted Pere, 
Vouchlafe with mild regard a wretches caſe to heare, 


27 
Then flohing ſore, It is nor long, ſud hee, 
Since I emoydethe gentleſt Dame ale 3 
Of whom a Laigdh no knight at all perdee, 
Butſhame of all that doe for honour ftriue, 
By treacherous deceit did me depriue; 
Through open out-rage he herbore away, 
And with foule force vnto his will did drive, | 
 Whichall good knights, that armes do beate this day, 
Arc boundfor to revenge, and puniſh if they may. 
8 


RE 
And you (moſt noble Lord) that can and dare 

Redrelle thewrong of miſerable wighr, 

Cannot employyour moſt victorious ſpeare 

In betterquarrell, then defence of right, 

And for a Lady, gainſta faithleſſe knight; 

So ſhall your glory beadvaunced much, 

And all ture Ladies magnifie your might, 
 Andeke my ſelte (albe [ imple ſuch) 
Your worthy paine ſhall wellreward with guerdontich, 


We 20 *:; 
With that, out of his bouget forth he drew 
Great ſtore of threaſure, there-with him to tempt ; 
But he on it looktfcornefully askew, 
As much difdeigring to be fo miſdempr, 
Or a war-monger to be baſclie nernpr ; 
And ſaid; Thy offers baſe I greatly loth, 
Andekethy words vncourtcous and ynkempt 
I tread in duſt thee and thy money both, 
That, wereit potfor ſhame; So turned from him wtorh, 


© 
But Trompart, that his ES 4 humour knew, 
In lofty lookes to hide at humble mind, 
VVas 1nly tickled with thatgolden view, 
And in his eare him rounded cloſe behind : 
Yertſtoupthenor, butlay ſtill inthe wind, 
Waiting adyanrtage on the prey to ſeaſe; 
Till Trompart lowelie to the ground inclin'd, 
Beſought him his great courageto appeaſe, 
And pardon ſimpleman, that raſh did him difpleaſe. 


I 
Bi Bac looking, like a Joughtte Dounepere, 
tlaſt, he thus; Thou clod of vileſt clay, 
I pardon yield, and with thy rudeneſle beare ; 
But weet henceforth, thatallthar golden pray, 
Andall thatelſe the vaine world vaunten may, 
I loath as dung, nedeeme my dew reward : - 
Fame is my meed, and glory vertues pay. 
But minds of mortall men are muchell mard, 
And mooy'd amiſle with maffiemucks vameertregard. 


py 
And more, I'grauntto thy miſerie 

Gratious reſpeCt, thy wife ſhall backebe ſent : 

And thatvile knight, who cuer that he be, 

Which hath thy Ladyreft,and knighthood ſhenr, 

By Sanglamort my ſword, whoſe deadly dent 

The bloud hath of ſo mahy thouſands ſhed, 

I fiweare, ere long ſhall dearelic itrepent ; 

Ne hee twixt heauen and carth ſhall hide his head, 
But ſoone he {hall befound, abd ſhortliedoen be dead. 
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The fooliſh man thereat by 1 wondrous bluth, 
As if the word ſo ſpoken, were halfe donne, 
And humbly thanked him a thouſand fith, 
That had fromdeathto life himnewly wonne. 
Tho, forth the Boaſter marching, brauc begonnc 
His ſtolen ſteed ito thunder furiouſly, 
As if he heaugn and hell-wyould oves-roone, 
And allthe wzld cagfound with cruelty, 
That much M{albesco aye in his igllxtie. 


Thus, lons g they threg ragether traualled, 

Through many awood, and many an vacouth way, 

To lreke his wake, charpef farrewandered : 

But thoſe two ſaught hy butthe preſent - hi 

To weet, the ugh nongy he did 

_ which their eyes and harts-were wholly { ler, 

urpoſe how they mightir beſt betray ; 

= m__ the houre that firlt he did them let (wher. 

Theſame behold, _—" their keene deſires were 


It fortuned as they together AP 'd, 
They ſpide where Parigel came pricking faſt 
Vpon the Plaine, the which himlelfe prepar'd 
To giuſt with that braue ſtranger knight a caſt, 
As on adventure by the way | ga _ 
Alone he rode withouthis Parag 
For, hauing filchther bels, _ " eaſt 
To the wide world, andlether fly alone, 

He n'ould beclogd. So T a ſcrued many one, 


The gentle Lady, looſe at Fl left, 
The greene-woodlong did walke, and wander wide 
At wilde adventure, like a forlorne weſt, 
Till on aday the Satyres her eſpide 
Straying alone withouten groome or guide; 
Her vp they tooke, and with them. home her led, 
With them as houſewife cuer to abide, 
To mulke their goates, and make them cheeſe & bred, 
And eucry one as common x her handeled; | 


That ſhortly ſhee Malbeees has f, 
And cke Sir Paridell, all were he 
Who from her went to ſeeke another lot, 
And now (by formune) was arrived heere, 
Where thoſe two guilers with Malbecco were : 
Sooneas the old man faw Sir Paridel, 
Hee fainted, and was almoſt dead with feare, 
Ne word he had to ſpeake, his griefetotell, 
Bur to him louted lowe, and _ goodly woll; 


And after, asked him for _ 
I rake no keepe of her, ſaid Puniell: 


She wonneth in the foreſt thorebefore. 

So forth herode, as his aducnmrreſell ; 
Thewhiles, ors rr {ell 
Faynd to alight, mulle to mend; 
But the freſh; | 
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| Perdy nay, ſaid Malbecco, al yenot: 
Bur ler him paſſe as lightly as he came : 
For, little gaod of him is to be got, 
And mickleperill to be put to ſhame. 
But, let vs goe to ſeeke my deareſt Dame, 
Whom hebath left in yonder foreſt wild : 
For, of her ſafety in great doubt Iam, 
\ Leaſtſalvage beaſts her perſon haue deſpoy1d: 


' Thenalltheworldis loſt, _ wein vaine haue toyld, 


They all agree, and Os» them addreſt : 
Ah! butſaid crafty Trompart, weet ye well, 
That yonder in that waitefull wilderneſle 

Huge Monſters haunt, and many dangers dwell ; 

Dragons, anf1l Minotaures, and fiends of hell, 
And many wilie wood-men, whichrob and rend 
All ores” & rs ; therefore aviſe ye well, 
Before yec enterpriſe that way to wend : 

One may his 1 iourney bring too ſooge to euill end. 


41 
Malbeccoſtoptin great aſtoniſhment, 

And with pale eyes faſt fixed onthereſt, 
Their counſell crav'd, in danger imminent. 
Said Trompart, You thatare the moſt oppreſt 
With burden of great threaſure, I thinke beſk 
Heereforto ſtay in ſafety behind ; 

My Lord and I will ſearch the wideforreſt. 
That counſcll pleaſed not Malbeccoesmind ; 
For, he was much affraid, _ elfe alone to.figd, 


Then is it beſt, ſaid he, FR. yeedoeleaue 

Your cracks herein ſomeſecuritie, 

- Exther faſt cloſed in ſome hollow greaue, 

| Or buriedin the ground fromieopardie, 

\ Tillwereturne againe in ſafetic : 
As for vs two, leaſt doubt of vs ye hays, 
Hence fare away we will blindfolded lie, 
Ne priuic bevnto your threaſuzes Graue. 


- -, Irplealgd: fo he did; Then they mach forward brauc. ; 
Now, whenamidthe thickelbwi woods eprnns/arry 


They hearda oe of way pes ſhall, 
And Nvickin bubsthem —— 
 Whichall ry foreſt did with appencin : 


That dreadfull ſound the boaſters hart ddthrill, 
With ſuch amazement, that in. haſts he fied, 
Ne euer looked backefor cons 
And afterhimeke fearetull Ay > an rw 
The old mancould notflie, b nnd debt dead; 


44 

Yet afterwards, cloſe azhe might, 
Hee in a buſh did hude his fearefullhed : 
Theiolly Satyres, full of freſh deli 
Came dauncing forth, and with thera nimably led 
Faire Heltenore,with girlonds all 


Whom their May-lady they hadnowly made: 
She proud of han new honour, which hich thop 


And of their touely fellowſhip full 
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45 
The ſilly man thatin thethicker lay, 
Saw all this gaodly ſport, and grieucd fore, 
Yertdurſt he not againſt it doe or ſay, 
Burt did his hart with bitter thoughts cngore, 
To leeth'vnkindneſle of his Hellenore. 
All day they daunced with greatluſtibed, 
And withtheir horned feet the greene orafle wore, 
The whiles their Goates vpon the brouzes fed, 
Till drouping Phebus gan to hide his golden hed. 
6 
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Tho, vp they gan their merry pipes to truſle, 

And all their goodly heards did gatherround; 

But euery Satyre firlt did giuc a buſle 

To Hellenore «ſo buſſes did abound. 

Now ganthe hunud vapour ſhed the ground 

With pearly deaw, and the Earthes gloomy ſhade 

Did d1m the brightnefle of the welkin round, 

That euery bird and beaſt awarned made 
To ſhrowd the(elues, whiles ſleep their ſenſes did invade. 


47 
Which when 2{albecca ſaw, out of the buſh 
pon his hafids and feet he crept fall light, 
nd likea Goateemongſt the Goates did ruſh, 
Thatthrough the help of his faire hornes on hight, 
And rnftie Jan of miſconceiuing ni ht, 
And cke through likeneſfle of his goatith beard, 
Hee did the hetter counterfeite aright : 
So home he marchtemongſt the horned heard, 
That none ofall the Satyres him eſpyde or heard. 
i 8 


Arnight, whcnall they WF to lleepe, hevicwd, 
Where-as hisJouely wife cmongſt them lay, 
Embraced of ySatyre roughand rude, 

Who all the night did mind. his ioyous play : 
Ninetimes hedwardhimecome aloft ere day, 
Thar all his hartwithiealoufie did ſwell ; 

Bur yet that nightsenſample did bewray, 

[That not for nought his wife them loucd ſo well, 

When oneſo oughta night did ring his matins bell. 


4 

Socloſely as he could, heto < (6 crept, 

When wearie of their ſport to ſlcepe they fell 

Andto his wife, that now full ſoundly flept, 

He whiſpered 1a her care, and did her tell, 

That it was hee, which by her fide did dwell, 

And therefore prayd her wake, to hearc him plaine. 

As oneout of a dreame notwaked well, 

Shee turn'd her, and returned backagaine : 
Yet her for to awake he did the more conſtraine. 


5O 
Atlaſt, with irkſome trouble ſheeabraid; 
And then percciuing, that it was indeed 
Her old Malbecco, which did her vpbraid, 
With loolenefle of her loue, and loathly deed, 
Shee was aſtoniſht with exceeding dreed, 
And would haue wak'tthe Satyreby her fide; 
But hee her prayd, for mercy, or for meed, 
To ſaue his Tie ne lethim bedeſcride, 
But harken to his lore, and all his counſel] hide. 


I 
Tho, gan he her ti leaue thatlewd 
And loathſome life, of God and man abhord, 
And home returne, where all ſhould be renewd 
With perteCtpeace, and bands of freſh accord; 
And ſheerecciu'd againeto bedand bord, 
As if no treſpaſle euerhad beenedonne : 
But thee it all refuſed at one word, 
And by no meanes wouldto his willbe wonne; 
But choſe emongſt theiolly Satyres ſtillto wonne. 


F2 

Hee wooed her, till day ſpring hee eſpide ; 

But all in vaine : and then turnd to the heard, 

Who butted him with hornes on cuery fide, 

And trode downe 1n the durt, where his hore beard 

Was foully dight, and he of death affeard. 

Early before T heauens faireſt light 

Out of the ruddy Eaſt was fully reard, 

The heards our of their folds were looſed quight, 
And he emongſt the reſt creptforth in ſory phghr. 


So ſoone as hee the Priſon — did paſs, _ 
Hee ranne as faſt as both his feete could beare, 
Andneuer looked Who behind him was, 
Ne ſcarcely who before: like as a Beare 
That creeping cloſe, cm enuncstofeare/ 
An hony-combe, the wakefuttdogs eſpy, - 
And him aflayling, ſore higcarcaſle teare, 
That hardly he away with Jfedoes flie, . 

Ne ſtayes, till ſafe himſclfe heſee from icopardy. 

R. 5 

Ne ſtaid he, till he came meg) the place 

Where late his threaſure heentombed had ; 


High overhilles and over 5 he fled, 
sif the wind him on his wings had borne, 
Ne bank ngr buſh could ſtay him, when he ſped 
His nimble feet, as treading ſtill on thorne: + 
Griefe, and deſpight, and icaloufic, and ſcorne 
Didall the way him followe hard behind : 
And he lumſfelfe, himſclfe loath'd ſo forlorne, 
So ſhamefully forlorne of woman-kind; 
That,as a Snake, ſtill lurkedin his wounded mind. 


56 
Still fled he forward, looking backward ſtill, - _ 
| Neſtaid his flight, nor fcarefullagony,  _ 
Till thathe came ynto aro ll, 
Over the ſea ſuſpended dr ly, 
That living creature itwould terrifie 
To lookeadowne, or vpward to the hight : 
Fromthence he threw himlſelfe deſpitcoully, 
All deſperate of his fore-damned ſpright, 
That ſcem'dno help for hum was left 1nliuing fight, 
i a e555 wh qd." 9 7 X | Bur 
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But through long anguiſh, nd ſclfe-murdring thought, 
Hee Was ſo waſted and fore-pined qui 1ght, 
Thar all his ſubſtance was conſum'd to nought, 
And nothing left, bur like an airie Spright, 
Thar on the oaks hefell ſo flitand hehe, 
That he thereby receiu'd no hurt atall, 
But chaunced on a craggy clife to light; 
VVhence he with crooked clawes fo long did crall, 
That at the laſt he found a Caue with entrance {mall. 
8 
Into the ſame hee creepes, and Selice-Fard there 
Reſolu'd to build his balefull manſion, 
In drery darknefle, and cotitinuull feare 
Ofthar rocks fall ; which eter and anon 
Threats with huge ruine him ro fall vpon, 
That he dare neuerfllcepe, but that one eye 
Still ope he keepes for for Na occaſion ; 
Ne euerreſts he in tranquillity, 
The roring billowes beate his bowrelo 4: SEGA 
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S208 Hatcfoll helifh Saks; what fury Furſt 
LNY Rroughrthee fre balefal houſe of Proſe erpine > 
er her&m her bofont ſhe thee long had nurſt, 
28 And foſtretvpyirh bitter milke of tine, 
<SSIEFoulc Ical6ufte; that tarneſt lone divine 
To ioyleſſe' dread, and mak rhe louing hart * | 
VVith Garefull thonghrs to lanouiſh and'topine, 
And feed it felfe with{efe-co ming ſimart? 3 
Of all che piffiotis inthe! _— thouvileſt art.” 


O! lethim fartebe baniſhed away, +6 

hole in his ſteadTetLgtie Seer will Ho 

Sweet Loue, that do lis'golden wings ai | 
In blefled Nc&ar, and pure Pleaſures Well, 
Vatroubled.ct vite feare, of bitterfell: - ar 
And yee fyreLadies, thit your kingdoms iſs 
In th'harts bf men, them m gone witehywell,” 
And of faire Britomart enſampletake, © il! 


That was as rac'in loue, as Tie to her make. 


— Ng SE V1 _ 
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Britomart chaceth ollyphant,  - |, | | | 
: >, in = J 
finaes Scudamour diftreſt : WE, CT 


 Aſfayes the houſe of Buſyrane, 
where Lones ſpoyles are —_ 


Ne cucris he wont on anighons feed, 4 
But toades and frogs (his paſture poyſonous) 
V Vhich in his cold complexion do breed 
A filthy bloud, or humour rancorous, 
Matter of doubt and dread ſuſpicious, 
Thar doth with curelefle care conſume the hart, 
Corrupts the ſtomacke with gall yitious, 
Croſs-curts the liuer with internall ſmart, 

And doth transfixe the ſoule with deathes erernall dart. 

60 

Yet can he neuer die, but dying hues, 
And doth himſelfe with forrow new ſuſtaine, 
That death and life attonce varo him Sues, 
And panefull pleaſure turnes to pleaſing paine. 
There dwels he euer, miſerable {waine, 
Hatecfall both to himſelfe, and cuery wight; 
Where he through priuy griefe, and horrour vyaine, 
Is woxen ſo deform'd that he has quight 

Forgot hee was a man, and. 7 ealouſie 15 hight. 


_— — —— — ———_—  ————_ 
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SER 


VVho with Sir Satynne G as earſt yceredy * 
Forth riding from Malbeccoes poten, 
Far off eſpide a young man, the which fled - 
From an huge Giant, that with hideous | 
And hateful] out-rage long him chaced thus} * ; © 
It was that Ollyphant;the brother ae 42 ALE 
Of that Argants vilewd vitious;'-7 » 'h 
From whom the Squire of Diimeswas ref key '.c 
This all as bad as ſhez atd worſe, ifworſe ought were. - : » ! 


For, as the ſiſter did itr landed mon omot tt ii Nulgh 
And filthy luſt exceedall ar rampant F. 
So hee ſurpaſled hisſex maſculine, .*- VETEEETS 
In beaſtiy-vſe that Idideuer find; wT 'f 
Whom when as Britomart beheld ory 2 
The featefull boy ſogreedily purſew,'/ 

Shee was erhmoued'i in her noble Andnd, 
T'imploy her pwiflaunce to his reskew,” - - 

And picked Fabre? forward, whete ſhe him did view.: 
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Ne was Sir Satyrane her far behind, 
But with like fiercenefle did enſew the chace : 
Whom, when the Giant ſaw, he fooneretignd 
His former ſuit, and from them fled apace; 
They atter both, and boldly bade him bace, 
And each did ftriuethe other to out-goe : 
But he them both out-ran a wondrous ſpace, 
For, he was long,and lwiftas any Roc, 
And now made better ſpeed, teſcape his feared foe. 
6 


It was not Satyrane whom hedid feare, 
But Britomart,the flowre of chaſtity 3 
For, he the powre of chaſte hands might nor beare, 
But alwaies did their drad encounter fly : 
And now ſo faſt his feethe did apply, 
That he has gottento aforeſtneare, 
V Vhere hee1s ſhrowded in ſecunty : 
The wood they enter, andſearch cuery where, 


They ſearched diuerſly ; fo both diuided were, 


7 
Faire Britomart ſo long him followed, 
Thar ſhe at laſt came to a fountaine ſheare; 
By which there lay a knight all wallowed. 
Vpon the graſly ground, and by him neare 
His haberjeon, has helmet, and his ſpeare; 
A little off, his ſhield was rudely throwne, 
On which the winged boy in colours cleare 
Depainted was, full eafie ro be knowne, 
And he thereby, where-euer itin field was ſhowne. 
8 
His face vpon the grounddid groueling lye, 
As if he had been {lumbring in the ſhade, 
That the braue Maid would not for courteſic, 
Our of his quietſlumber him abrade, 
Nor ſeeme too ſuddainly himto invade : 
Still as ſhee ſtood, ſhe heard with grieuous throb 
Him grone, as if his hart were peeces made, 
And with moſt painefull pangs to ſigh and fob, 
That pitty did the Virgins hart of patience rob. 


Arlaſt, forth breaking Ty. PEE plaints, 

Heſaid : O ſoneraigne Lord thar fitſt on hie, 

And raign'ſt in bliſs emongfſt thy blefled Saints, 
How ſuffreſt thou ſuch ſhamefull cruelty, 

So long vnwreaked of thine enemy ? 

Or haſt thou,Lord,of good mens cauſeno heed? 
Or doth thy iſtice ſleepe;, and filently ? 

What booteth then the good and righteous deed, 


If goodnefle find no grace, nor righteouſnelle no meed ? 


10 

If good find grace, and righteouſheſſereward, 

Why then 1s .Amoret in caytiue band, 

Sith thatmore bountious creature neuer far'd 

On foor, vpon the face of liuing land? 

Orif that heauenly juſtice may withſtand 

The wrongfull out-rage of vnrighteous men, 

Why then is Buſerane with wicked hand 

Suffred, theſe ſeauen moneths day, in ſecret den 
My Lady and my loueſo cruelly to pen? 


It 
My Lady and my Loue, is cruell' pend 
In dolefull darknefle from the view of day, 
Whilſt deadly torments do her chaſtebreaſt rend, 
And the ſharp iteele dothrine her bartin tway, 
Allfor ſhe Scudamore will not denay. 
Yet thou, vile man, vile Scudamore, art ſound, 
Ne canſt her ayde, ne canſt herfoe dilmay ; 
Vuworthy wretch to tread vpon the ground, 
For whom lo Faire a Lady feeles ſo ſore a wound. 


12 
There an huge heape of fingults did oppreſle 
His ſtrugling ſoule, and lwelling throbs empeach 
His foltring tongue with pangs of drerinefle, 
Choking the remnant of hispluintife ſpeach, 
As if his dates were come to theirlaſt reach. 
Which when ſhee heard, and ſaw the galtly fir, 
Threatning into his life to makea breach, 
Both with greatruth and terrour ſhe was ſmit, 
Fearing leaſt from her cage the weary ſoule would flit. 


I 

Tho, ſtooping downe, ſhee hiv amoued light; 
Who there-with ſome-whar ſtarting, vp gan looke, 
Andſceing him behind a ſtranger knight, 
Where-asno ling creature he miſtooke, 
With greatindignance hee that fightforſooke, 
And cowne againe himlelfe difdunefuil 
AbieGng, th'earth with his fiire forkead ſtrooke : 
Which the bold Virgin ſeeing, gan apply 

Fit medcineto his griefe, and pake thus curteſly : 


I 
Ah: gentle knight, whoſe dove conceived griefe 
Well feemes r'exceed the powre of patience, 
Yerifthatheauenly grace ſome goodreliefe 
Youlend, ſubmutyou to high prouidence; 
And euerin your noble hart prepenſe, 
That all the ſorrow in the world, is leffe 
Then vertues might, and values confidence : 
' For, who nil bide the burden of diſtreſle, 
Muſt not hecre thinke to hue, for; life is wretchedneſle; 
I 
Therefore (ture Sir) doe comfort to you take, 
And freely read, what wicked felon fo 
Hath gen, you, and thrald your gentle make. 
Perhaps this hand may help to eaſe your woe, 
And wreakeyourſorrow on your cruell foe, 
Atleaſt, itfareendeuour will apply. 
Thole feeling words fo neere the quick did goe, 
Thatvp his head hereared eafily ; 
And leaning on his elbow, thefe few words let fly : 
16 
What boots it plaine,thatcannor be redreſt, 
Ard ſowevaine ſorrow in a fruitlefle eare, 
Sith powre of hand, nor skill of learned breſt, 
Ne worldly price cannotredeeme'my deare, 
Out of her thraldome and continuall feare ? 
For, he (the Tyrant) which her hathin ward 
By ſtrong enchauntments, and black Magick leare, 
Hath in a dungeon deep her cloſe embard, 


And many drea full fiends hath pointed to her gard. 


There 
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There he rormenteth her moſt terribly, 
And day and night afflicts with morrall paine, 
Becaule to yield him loue ſhe doth deny, 
Once to me yold, not to be yold againe : 
But yet by torture he would her conftraine 
Loue to concciue in her diſdainefull breſt ; 
Till ſo ſhe doe, ſhee muſt in doole remaine, 
. Nemaybyliuing meanes bethencerelekt : 
What boots it then to plaine, that cannot be redreſt ? 
I18 
With this ſad herfall ofhis heauy ſtreſle, 
The warlike Damzell was empaſſiond ſore, 
And ſaid; Sir Knight, your cauſe is nothing leſlc 
Then is your ſorrow, certes if not more ; 
For, nothing ſo much pitry doth implore, 
As gentle Ladies helpleſe miſery. 
But yet,if pleaſe ye liſten to my lore, 
I will (with proofe of laſt extreamity) 
Deliuer her fro thence, or with her for you die. 


I9 
Ah! gentleſt Knight aliue, ſaid Scudamore; 
V Vhat huge heroick magnanimnutie 
Dwels in thy bountious breſt > what could'ſt thou 
If ſhe were thine, and thou as now am I? (more, 
O ſpare thy happy dayes, and themappl 
To better boot, but letme dic that ought; 
More is more loſe : one is enough to die. 
Life is not loſt, ſaid ſhe, for which is bought 


Endlefſe renowme, that more then death is to be fought. | 


20 
Thus, ſhee at length perſwaded himto riſe, 
And with her wend, to ſee what new ſucceſle 
Mote him befall vpon new enterpriſe. 
His armes, which he had vow'd to diſprofeſle, 
She gathered vp, anddidabouthim drefle, 
And his forwandred ſteed vnto him got: 
So forth they both yfere make theirprogrelle, 
And march not paſt the mount'naunce of a ſhot, 
Till they arriu'd, where-as their purpoſe they did plot. 
b&----- 
Therethey diſmounning, drew their weapons bold, 
' And ſtoutlycamevnto the Caſtle gate; 
Where-as no gate they found them to with-hold, 
Nor ward to waitat morne and euening late; 
But in the Porch(that did them ſore amare) 
A flaming fire, ymixt with ſmouldry ſmoke, 
And ſtinking Sulphure, that with grieſly hate 
And Ireadfall horrour did all entrance choke, 
Enforced them their forward footing to reuoke. 
22 | 
Greatly thcreatwas Britomart diſmaid, 
Ne in that townd wiſt, how herſelfe to beare; 
For, danger vaine it were, to haue afſaid 
That crucll clement, which all things feare, 
Ne none can{uffer to approchen neare : 
And turning bick to Scudamore, thus fayd; 
What monſtrous enmity prouoke we here, 
Foole-hardy, as th'Earthes children, the which made 
Battell againſt the Gods ? ſo we a God invade. 


THE THIRD BOOKE OF 


2 
Danger without diſcretion ns REY 
Inglonous and beaſt-l1keis : therefore, Sir knight, 
Arecad what courſe of you is ſafeſt dempr, 
And how we with our foe may cometo fight. 
This 15, quoth he, the dolorous deſpight, 
Which earſt ro you I plaind : for, neither may 
This fire be quenchtby any witor might, 
Ne yet by any meanes remou'd away, 


So mighty be th'enchauntments, which the ſame do ftay. 
24 
What is there clſe, but ceaſe theſe fruitleſle paines, 


And eaue me to my former languiſhing ? 
Faire: Amoret muſt dwell in wicked chaines, 
And Scudamore here die with ſorrowing. 
Perdy not fo, ſaid ſhe; for, ſhamefullthing 
It were abandon noble cheuifaunce, 

For ſhew of perill, withoutyenturing : 
Rather let try extremities of chaunce, 


Then cnterpriſed praiſe for dread to diſauaunce. 


25 
There-with,reſoly'd to.-proue hervtmoſt might, 
Her ample ſhield ſhe threw before her face, 
And (her ſwords point direCting forward right) 
Aſſaild the flame, thewhich eftloones gaue place, 
Anddiditſelfe diuide with equall ſpace, | 
Thatthroughſhepaſled; asa thunder-bolt 
Pearceth the yielding ayre, and doth diſplace 
Theſoring Jos into ſad ſhowres ymolt; 
Soto her yold the flames, and did theirforcereyolt, 
oy 26 
Whom, when as Scudamore ſaw paſt the fire, 
Safe and vntoucht, helikewiſc gan aſſay, 
With greedie will, and envious deſire, 
And bade the ſtubborne flames to yield himway : 
But cruel] Mulciber would not obay 
His threatfull pride ; but did the more augment 
His nughty rage, and his 1mperious ſway 
Him forc't (maulgre) his fiercenefſe torelent, 
And backretire, allſcorcht and pittifully brent. 


27 
With huge impatience heinly (welt, | | 
More for greatſorrow thathe could not paſs, 
\ Then for C burning torment which hefelt, 
That with fell woodneſſc he effierced was, 
And wilfully him throwing on the graſs, 
Didbeatand bounſc his head and breaſtfull ſore : 
The whiles, the Championefle now entred has 
Thevtmoſt roome,and paſt the formoſt dore, 
The vtmoſtroome abounding with all precious ſtore. 
26 
For, round about, the wals yclothed were 
With goodly Arras of great maieſty, 
Wouen with gold and filke fo cloſe and nere, 
That therich metalllurkedpriuily, 
As faining to behid fromenvious eye; 
Yethere, and there, and euery where vawares 
It ſhewed it ſelfe, and ſhone vawillingly; 
Lixc adiſcolour'd Snake,whoſe hiddenſnares (clares. 
Throgh the greene grals,his long bright burniſht back oy 
A 
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And in thoſe Tapets weren Eſhioned 
Many faire pourtraiCts, and many afaire feate: 
And all of loue, and all of Juſty-hed, 
As ſeemed by their ſemblaunr, did cntreat; 
And cke all Cupids warres they did repeate, 
And cruell battels, which he whilome fought 
Gainſt all the gods, to make his empire great3 

- Beſides the huge maſſacres, which he wrought 


"On mighty Kings and Kelars, into thraldome brought. 


30 
Therein was writ, howoften thundring Towe 
Had felt the point of lis heart-pearcing dart, 
And leauing heauens Som , here aid roue 
In ſtrange diſguiſe, to ſlake his ſcalding ſmart ; 
Now like a Ram, faire Helleto peruart, ' 
Now like a Bull ay pas withdrawe : 
Ah, how thefearcfull Ladies tender heart 
Did lively ſceme ro:tremble, when ſhe fawe 
The huge ſeas vnder her t'obay her ſeruants lawe! 
I 
Soone after that into a len ſhowre 
Him-ſelfe he chang'd faire Dana# to vew, 
And through the roofec of her ſtrong braſen towre 
Did raine into her lap an hony dew, 
The whiles her fooliſh guarde, that little knew 
Of ſuch-deceipt, kept th'yron dorefaſt bard, 
And watcht, that none ſhould enternor iſlew 3 
Vaine wasthe watch, and bootleſſe allthe ward, 
Whenas the god to golden hew him ſelfe transfard, 
2 


Then was heturnd into a Gony Swan, 
To win faire Leda to his louely trade : 
O wondrous skill, and ſweet wit of the man, 
That her in aifadillies fle ing made, 
From ſcorching heather dainty limbs to ſhade: 
Whiles theproud Bird ruffing his feathers wide, 
And bruſhing his faire breaſt, did her invade; 
Sheſleprt, yet twixther eyc-lids cloſely ſpide, 
How towards her heruſht, andſmyled at his pride. 


Then ſhew'd it, how the "I Semelee, 
Deceiv'd of icalous Iuno did require 
To ſec him in his {oueraine maieſtee, 
Arm'd with his thunder-bolts and lightning fire, 
Whence dearely ſhe with death bought her deſire. . 
Burt faire Alcmena better match did make, 
Ioying his loucin hkeneſs moreentire 3 

| Three nights in anc, they ſay, thatfor herſake 

He then did put, his pleaſureslengerto partake. 


34 

Twice was he ſcene in ſoaring Eagles ſhape, 

And with wide wings to beate the Buxomeayre : 

Once when he with Aſerie did ſcape 3 

Againe, whenas the Troiane boy ſofaire 

He ſnatchtfrom 1d hill, and with him bare : 

Wondrousdclightit was, thereto behold, 

How therudeShepheards afterhim did ſtare, 

Trembling throiigh feareleaſt dowb hefallen ſhould; 
And ofterito him calling, to take ſuter holde. 


MT 
In Satyres ſhape, Antiope he ſnatcht: 


A 
A 


And likea \q when he Aegin alſayd : 
A ſhepheard, when Mnemoſynthe catcht ; 
Andlike a Serpentro the Thracian mayd. "" 
Whiles thus on earth great Towe theſe pageants playd 
The winged boy did thruſt into his throne, ; 
And ſcofhng thus ynto his mother ſayd, 
Lo, now the heauens obey to mealone, 

nd take me for their Toe ,whiles Toe to carth is gone. 
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nd thou, faire Phebue, nth colours bright 
Waſt there enwouen, and theſad diftreſte 
In which that boy thee plonged, for deſpight 
Thatthou bewraidſt his a5. Wi wantonneſlc 
When ſhe with Mars was meyntin ioyfulneſle: 
For-thy hethrild thee with 2 IR dart, 
Toloue faire Daphne, which thee loued lefſe : 
Leſle ſhe thee lov'd, then was thy iult deſart; 


Yet was thy louc her death, & her death was thy ſmart. 


Solouedſt thouthelu Hyacind, 


So louedſt thou the faire Corons deare : 

Yetboth are of thy hapleſs hand extin&, 
Yetboth in flowres do liue, and loue thee beare, 
The one a Paunce, the other a ſweet breare; 
For griefe whereof, ye mote haue liuely ſeene 
The god himſelfe rendinghis golden heare, 
And breaking quite his girlond cuer greene, 


With other fignes of ſorrow andimparicatteeng, 


3 | 
Both for thoſe two, and for his owne dearcſonne,. 


Theſonne of Clymene he did repent, 

Who bold to guidethe charetof the Sunne, 
Himſelfein thouſand peecesfondly rent, 

And all the world with flaſhing fire brent, 

So like, thatall the walles did ſeemeto flame. 
Yetcruell Cypid, notherewith content, 
Forc'thimeftſoones to follow other game, 


And loue a Shepheards daughter for his deareſt Dame, 


H 


eloued Ifſe for his deareſt _ iy : 

And for her ſake her cattell fed awhile, 
And for her ſake a cow-heard vile becarne, 
The ſeruant of Admetzs cow-heard vile, 
Whiles that from heauen he ſuffered exile. 
Long were to tell cach other loucly fit, 
Now like a Lion, bunting afterſpoile, 
Now like a Hae, nowlikea Falcon flit : 


All which in thatfairearras was moſt lively writ. 


O 
Neztvnto him was Ne W.. pictured, 


In his diuinereſemblance wondrous like: 

His face was rugged, and his hoary head _ 
Dre with brackiſh deaw ; his three-forkt Pyke 
He ſtcarnly ſhooke, and therewith fierce did ſtake 
Theraginghbillowes, that on cuery ſide 

They trembling ſtood, and made along broad dyke, 
That his ſwift charetmighthaue paflage wyde, 


mm foure great Hippodames did drawinteme-wiſe tide. | 


_—_— 
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His ſea- horſes did ſeeme to ſnort amaine, 
And from theirnoſethrilles blowe the briny ſtreame, 
That made the ſparkling waues to ſmoake againe, 
And flame with gold: but the white foamy creame 
Did ſhine with ſiluer, and ſhootforth his beame. 
The god himfelfe did penfiue ſeem and fad, 
And hong adowne his Read ,as he did dreame: 
For, priuy louc his breaſt empearced had; 


Neought, but deare Biſaltis, ay could make him glad. 
A 


He loued cke Iphimedia f Lan 
And AHeolus faire daughter Arne hight; . 
For whom he turnd himſelfe into a Steate, 

| Andfed on fodder, to beguile her fight. _ 

Alſo to win Dexcalions daughter bright, 
Her turnd him ſelfe into a Bolphin ire E 
Andlike awinged horſehetookehis flight, 
To ſnaky-lock Meduſa to tepaite, #1 

On whom he got faire Pegaſis, that flitteth in theayre. 


12 43 | 
Next Saturne was, (but who would cuer weene, 
That ſullein Satyrne euer weend to loue ? 
Yetloueisſullein, and Saturs-like ſecne, 
As he did for Erigoneitprouc.) 
That to a Centaure did him ſelfetranſmoue. 
So proov'ditcke that gracious god of wine, 
When for to compatle Phillirds hard loue, 
He turnd himſclfe mro a fruitfull vine; 
And into herfaire boſome made his grapes decline. 


St nact rh 
Long wereto tell theamorous aflayes, 
And gentlepangs, with which he maked meeke 
The mighty Mars, tolearne his wanton playes: 
How oft for Yenus, and how often ccke 
For many other Nymphes he ſore did ſhreek; 
With womaniſh teares, and with ynwarlike {mutts, 
Priuily moiſtening his horrid cheek. 
There was he painted full of burning darts, 
And many wide wounds lanced through his inward parts, 


> 4 

Ne did he ſpare(ſo cruell ih theElfe) - 
His ownedearc mother, (ah why ſhould heſo !) 
Nedid heſpare ſometime to prick himlſelfe, 
Thathe mighrraſte the ſweer conſuming woe, 
Which he had wrought, tomany others moe. 
But; to declare themournfull Tragedies, 
And ſpoiles, wherewith heall the ground did ſtrowe, 
More cath to nurfiber, with how many eyes 

High heauen beholds ſad loners nightly thecucries. 


46 | 
Kings, Queenes, Lords,Ladics, Knights & Damzels gent, 
Were heap'ttogether with the vulgar ſort, 
And mingled with therafcallrablement, 
Withoutreſpett of perſon or of port, 
Toſhew Dan Cupidspowre and greateffort : 
Andround about, a borderwas cntrayld» 
Of broken boawes arid arrowes ſhiuered ſnort, 
And along bloudy river through themrayld, 
So lively andſo like , that liuing ſenſe it fayld. 


And at theypper endof hay fairerowme,” © 

There was an Altar built of precious ſtone, _ 

Of paſling valew, ahd of greatretiowme, - © © 

On which thereftood an Image all alone, ' 

Of maſlie gold, which with bis ownel ohr ſhone; 

And wings it had withſundry colours dight, 

Moreſundry colouts,then the proud Payone 

Beares in his boaſted fan, or Ir bright, (brighe, 
When her diſcolourd boaw ſhe fpreds through heauen 

8 


Blindfold he was, STiKir chu fit 
A mortall boaw and arrowes keetie did hold, 
With which he fhotat randon, whey himliſt, 
Some headedwith fad lead, ſomewitk pure gold; 
(Ah man beware, how thouthoſettitts behold.) 
A wounded Dragonvnder him did lie, 
Whoſe hideous tile his left foor did enfold , 
And witha ſhaftwas ſhot througheythereye, 
That no nan forth might drawe, ne no manremedy. 


Fnto the Y ifhor of the gods thi bee: 
Andall the people in that ample houſe 

Did to that image bow their humble knee, 
And oft committed fowle Idolatree: 

That wondrous fightfaire Britomart amazed, 
Ne ſeeing could herwonder fatisfie, | 
But cuer more and morevponit gazed, 


The whiles the paſſing brightnelſc herftaile ſenſes ited. 


©) 
Tho, as ſhe backward caſt "2s buſic eye, 
Toſearcheach ſecret of that 06th ſed, 
Ouer the dore thus written ſhe did ; ey | 
Bebold : ſhe oft and oftit ouer-read, 
Yer could not finde whar ſenſe it figured: 
But what-ſo weretherein orwritor ment, 
She was no whitthereby diſconraged 
From proſecuting of her firſt intent, 
Butforward with bolde ſteps into'the nextroome went, 
I | 
Much fairer, then the DEN ag was that roome, 
Andrichlyer by many parts arrayd : 
For, notwith arras made in painifull foome, 
But with pure goldit al was over-layd, 
Wroughtwith wild Anticks,which their follies playd, 
' In the rich merall, as they living were : 
A thouſand monſtrous formes therein were made, 
Such as falſe Joue doth oft ypon him weure . 
For, loue in thouſand monſtrous formes doth oft appeare. 


49 | 
And vnderneath his feet was written thus, | | 


OS | 

And allabour, the gliſtring Nall es were hong 
With warlike ſpoiles, and withviQorious prayes 
Of mighty Conquerors and Capraines ſtrong, 
Which were whilome captiued in their dayes _ 8 
To cruelllone, and wrought their owhe decayes : | =_— 
Their ſwords & {peares were broke, & hauberques rent 
And theirproud girlonds of tryurmphant bayes 

_ Trodenin duſtwith fury infolent, '* 

To ſhew the Victors might and mercilefſemnten, -- 

The 
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| bn; By ay riddling sKill, or common wit. 
The warlike Mayd , beholdin _— Atlaſt ſhe ſpide, atthatroomes ypper end, 
The goodly ordinance of this rich place, | Another iron dore, on which was writ 
Did greatly wonder, neconld ſarisfic Be not too bold ; whereto though ſhe did bend 
Her greedy eyes with g3zing a long ſpace : Her earneſt mind, yetwiſt not whatir mightintend;. 
But more ſhe meruaild;thatno footingstrace , c62120Y 
Nor wight appe.r'd, but waſtefull emprineſle, Thus there ſhe waited vntill cuentide, 
And ſolcmane falence ouer all that place: _ Yer liuing creature noneſheſaweappeare : 
Srangethivg it ſcem'd, that none was to poſſefſe And now fad ——— the worldto hide, . 
S9 rich purucyance; ne them keep with carefulne fe. From mortall view, and wrap in darkneſle dreare; 
w* 54 b Yetn'ould ſhe d'off her weary armes, tor teare 
And as ſhe looktabout, ſhe d1d behold, Of ſecret danger, ne lertfleepe oppreſle. 
How ouer that ſame dore was likewiſe writ Her heauy eyes with Natures burden deare, 
Be boid, Be bold, and cucry where Be bold; Bur drew herſelfe alide in fickerneſſe, | 
That much ſhe muz'd, yer could not conſtrue it And herwel-pointed weapons did about her drefle. 
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I | _ And forth ifſewd, , as on the ready flore 
=3 Ho,when as cheareleſſe Night ycouered had Of ſome Theatre,a graueperſonage, 
fs Fairc heauen with an ynjuerſall cloud, Tharin his hand a branch of laurel bore, 
D. | Thatenery wight,diſmayd with darkneſleſad, With comely haiteour and count'nance ſage, 
Xe7 #9 In filence and in ſieepe themſclues did ſhroud, Yclad in cotly garments, tit for tragicke Stage: 
She heardaſhrijling Tromper ſound aloud, 


_ 


g<s 
57 FAD {_JÞ) 
=P =(C A 
— OR > 

os þ 4 _— 


i) 


” Tr 


a 


& © 


emm7 


g | 
| -- \ 


— 


AY 


| 


$a 
S1ene of nigh batrelf, or gorvittory; Proceeding to the midft, he ſtill did ſtand, 
Noaghtthererith coor; was her courage proud, As if in mindheſomewhathadro ſay; 

But rather ſtirdto crucl eamiry, And tothe vulgar beckning with his hand; 

Expecting cucr, when ſomicfoe ſhe might deſcry. In ſigneof filence, asto hearca Play, 
$055 By lively ations he gan bewray 

With that, ah hideous ſtorme of winde aroſe, Some argument of matter paſſioned; | 

With dreadful] thunder and lightning atwaxt, Which doen, he backe retyred ſoft away : 

Andan earth=quake; as if it ſtreight would loſe | And paſſing by, his name diſconered, 

The worlds foundations from his centre fixt ; Eaſe, on hisrobe in goldenletrers cyphered. 

| 20 ure mixt 5 

rr gar wks rrrvar a TY Thenoble mayd, ſtill landing, allthis viewd, 

From the fourth houre of night ynull the fixt; And merucild at his ſtr ange intendiment; 

Yerthe bolidothooſbunt ponghe +—— I} With, ID ilſewd | 

| much '1 kn: , c S, MaKIng goodly meriment, 
Tho pu — AT rank With wanton Ty. Ryniers impudent; 
All ſuddenly aftormy whurlwind blew All which together ſling full chearefully 

Throus ps the houſe, tharclapped enery dore: Alay of loues delight, with ſweet concent: 

With which;thatiton wicket open flew , _ Aferwhom, mar taiolly company, 
- Asit with mighty leuers had beentore: In manner of a maske, cnranged orderly. 
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6 
The whiles a moſt delicious harmony, | 
In full ſtrange notes was ſweetly heard to ſound, 
That the rare ſweetneſle of the melody 
T he feeble ſenſes wholly did confound, 
And thefraile ſoule1n deepe delight nigh dround : 
And whenitceaſt ſhrilltrompets loud did bray, 
Thar their reportdid farre away rebound, 
And when they ceaſt, it ganagain to play, 
The whiles the maskers marched forth 1n trim array. 


7 

The firſt was Fancy, like a louely boy, 

Of rare aſpect, and beauty without peare ; 

Martchablc eyther to that impe of Troy, 

Whom Joe did loue, and choſe his cup to beare, 

Or thatſame dainty lad, which was ſo deare 

To great Alcides, thatwhen as he dide, 

He wailed womanlike with many a teare, 

And euery wood and cuery valley wide : 
He fild with Hylasname; the Nymphescke Hylas crides 


His garment neither was of filke nor ſay, 
Butpainted plumes ,in goodly order dight, 
Like as the ſun-burnt Indians do array 
Their tawny bodies, in their proudeſt plight : 
As thoſe ſame plumes, ſofeem'd he vaine and light, 
Thar by his gate might cafily appeare; _ _ 
For, ſtillhe Ry as dancinginde ;ght, © 
Andin his hand a windy farrdid beare, 

That inthe idle aire he mov'd ſtill here and there. 


-* 


And him beſide marcht —_ Defere, | 
Who ſcem'd of riper yearcs, then th'other Swain; 
Yet was that other ſivaine this elders ſyre, 

And gaue lim being, common'to themtwaine : 
His garment was diſguifed yery vaine, 

And his embrodered Bonetſat awry; 

Twixt both his hands few ſparks he cloſe did ſtraine, 
Which ſtill he blew, and kindled bufily, : 

That ſoone they hfe conceiv'd, & forth in flames did fly. 

| I0 

Next after him went Doubt, who-was yclad 
In a diſcolour'd cote,of ſtrange diſguiſe, 

That at his backe a brode Capuccio had, 
And fleeues dependant Mlbaneſe-wile : 
He lookt askew with his miſtruſtfull eyes, 
And nicely trode, as thornes Jay in his way, 
Or that the floreto ſhrinke he did auylſe, 
And on a brokenreed he ſtill did ſtay > 
His feeble ſteps, which ſhrunke, when hard thereon he lay. 
I ” ” 


I 
With him went Danger, cloth'd in ragged weed, 
Made of Beares skip, thathim more dreadfull made: 
Yet his owne face was dreadfull, ne did need 
Strangehorror, to deform his griefly ſhade; 
A netin th'one hand, and aruſty blade 
Inth'other was: this Milchiefe, that Miſhap ; 
With th'one his foes he threatned to inuade, 
With th'other he his friends mentto enwrap ; 
For, whom he could not kill, he praQtiz'dto entrap : 


| I2 b 
Next him was Feare, all arm'd from top to tae, 
Yet thought himſelfe not lafe enough thereby, 
Bur feard each ſhadow mouing to and fro: 
And his owne armes when ghrtering he did ſpy, 
Or claſhing heard, he faſt away did fly, 
As aſhespale of hew, and wingy-heeld; 
And cuermore on dapger fixt jus eye, 
Gainft whom he alwaics benta brazen ſhield, 
Which his right hand vnarmed fearefully did wield. 


£ | 
With him went H ope 1 ket] handſome Mayd, 
Of chearefulllooke and louely to behold; 
In ſilken ſamite ſhe was light arrayd, 
And her faire lockes were wouenvp in $old; 
She alway ſmyl'd, and in her hand did hold - 
An holy water Sprinkle, diptin deawe, 
With which ſhe Frinkledfaours manifold, 
On whom ſheliſt, and did great liking ſhewez 
Great liking ynto many,buriruc loue to fewe. 


MR 
And afterthem Diſſemblangeand Suſpe 
Marcht in one ranke, yeran vncquall paire : 
For, ſhe was gentle, and'of milde aſpe&t, 
Courteous to all; and ſeeming debonaire, +. 
 Goodly adorned, andexceeding faire : 
| Yetwasthatall butpainted, and purloynd, + (haire, 
Andher bright browes were deckt with borrowed 
Her deeds wereforged, and her words falſe coynd, 
And alwaiesin her handtwoclewes of filkeſhe twynd. 


— -- 


Ic 
Barkrwarfouledtl-Ewnontel and grim,  -- 
Vnder his eye-brows looking ſtill aſcaunce; 
And cuer as Diſſemblance laught on him, © - 
Helowrd on her withdangerous eye-glance;- -- 
Shewing his nature in his countenance; 
His rollmg eyes did neuer reſt in place, 
But walkt each where, for feare of hid mifchaunce, 
Holding a latrice ſtill before hisface, ' -' | 
Through which he ſtill did peepe, as forward he did paſe. 
16 - | 


Next him went Griefe, and Fury matcht yfere; 
Griefe,all inſable ſorrowfully clad, | | 
Downe-hanging his dull head, with heauy chere, 
Yetinly being more, then ſeeming ſad : *| 
A paire'of Tomes in his hand he had, - 

With which hepinched people to the heart, 
That from thenceforth a wretched life they lad, 
In wilfull languourand conſuming ſmart, 
Dying each day with inward wounds of dolours dart. 


IF: i: 
But Fury was fullill apparciled © | 
In rags,that naked nigh ſhe did & 1 
With ghaſtfull Jookes and; ldrerihed; 
For, from her backe her garments ſhe did teare, 
And from her head oft rent her ſnarled heare : 
In herright hand a fire-brand ſhe did toffe 
About her head, ſtill roming hereand there; 
As adiſmayed Deere inchace emboſt, Y 
Forgerfull of his fafety, hath hisright way loſt. 
| 220 Hi | .:/. After 
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After them, went Diſpleaſure and Pleaſance; 
He looking lompith and fullſullein ſad, 
Andhanging downe his heauy countenance z 
She chearctull freſh and full of ioyance glad, 
As if no {orrow the'ne felt, ne drad; 
T hat cuill matchedpaire they ſeem'd to bee: 
An angry Waſpe th'one1n a viall had : 
Th'othcr in hersan hony-lady Bee; 


Thus marched theſe ſfixe couples forth in faire degree. 


I 
Afﬀeer all theſe, there marcht Sino faire Dame, 
Led of two gryſievilleins, th'one Deſpight, 
The other cleped Cruelty by name : 
Shedolefull Lady, like a dreary Spright, 
Cald by ſtrong;charmes our of eternall night, 
Had Deaths owneamage figur'din her face, 
Full of fad Genes, fearctull roliuing ſight ; 
Yet in thathocrorſhew'd afcemiy grace, 
And with her fceblefcer did mouea comelypale. 
20 
Her breaſt all naked, as netiuory, {vl 
Withour adorne of gold or fiJuer bright, 
Wherewith the Crafteſ=-man wonts it beautifie, 
Of her dew honour was deſpoyled quight, 
And a wide woundtherein (O ruefull fight !) 
Entrenched deepewith kniteaccurfed xeenc, 
Yet fieſhly bleeding forth her fainting ſpright 
( The worke of crucll hand) was to beleene, 
Thatdydein ſanguinered her $kin all ſnowy cleane. 


21 
At that wide orificezhertrembling heart 
Was drawneforth/and in f1]uer baſin layd, 
Quite through transfixed with a deadly dart, 
And in herbloud yerſtecming freſh embayd * 
And thoſe twovilleins, which her ſteps vpſtayd, | 
When her weakefeete.could ſcarcely herfuſtune, 
And fading vitallpowers gan to fade.” - 
Her forward ſtil wirhr torture did conftraine, 
Anduermore encreated hercontuming paine. . 


2.2 
Next after her, the winged God himſclfe 
Camerzding ona Lian rauenous, *! 
Taught to obey the menage of thatElfe, 
That man and beaſt with powre 1mperious 
Subdeweth to his kingdometyrannans:. | 
His blindfold eyes he bade a while yabind, 
That his proud ipoyle of that ſamedolorous 
Faire Dame hemightbeholdin ___ kind; 
Which ſeene, he muchreiayced in his ctuell mind; 


2J 

Of which fyll proud, himſelfe vp rearing hye, 
He looked found aboutwith {terne difdaines 
Andidtd furnay his:goodly company: 
And marſhaliing the cuil} ordered traine, 
With that thedarts-which hisrig 
Full dreadfully he ſhogke that all did quake, 
AngtJapr on hic his evlaured winges wwaine, 
Thar all is many itaffrazdedid make: -,/ 


Tho, blinding hisht againe; his way hefordh didake. + / 


hihand did firaine, 


4 
Behinde him was Reproache, Repentance, Shame ; 
Reproache thefarſt, Shame next, Repent behind : 
Repentance feeble, forrowfall and lame : 
Reproache deſpightfull, carelefle, and vnkinde; 
Shame moſt i} fatourd, beſtiall, and blind: 
Shame lowrd, Repentance ſig]t, Reproache did ſcould; 
 Reproache tharpe ſtings, Repentance whips entwyn'd, 
Shame burning brond-yrons in her hand did hold: 


* Allthreeto cach vnlike, yer all made inone mould. 


2 
And after them, arude confuſed rout 
Of perſons flockt, whoſe names is hard to read :- 
Emongſt them was ſterne Strife, and Angerſtout, 
VnquietCare, and fond Ythriftihead, 
Lewd Lofſe of Time, and Sorrow lecming dead, 
Inconſtant Change, and falle Diſlogaltie, 
Conſuniing'R:otiſe, and gmlty Dread 
Of heauenly vengeance, faint Infirmitie, 
Vile Powertie, and laſtly Death with infamic. 
| 26 
There were fullmany moe likemaladies ; 
Whoſe names and natures In'otereaden well; 
So many moe, as there bephanrafies 
In wauering womens wit, thatnonecan tell, 
Or paines1n loue, or puniſhments in hell; 
And which diſguiſed marcht in masking wiſe, 
About the chamber with that Damozell, 
Andthenreturned (hauing marched thrice) 
Into the inner roome, from whencethey firſt didriſe. 
a7 
So looneasthey werein, the dore ſtreightwa 
Faſt locked, drigen with that ſtormy blaſt, 
Which firſt it opened ; and bore all away. 
Then the braue Maid, whichall this while was plac'r, 
In ſecretſhade, and ſawe both firſt and laſt, 
Ifiewed forth, and went vnto the dore, 
To enter in, butfounditlocked faſt : 
It vaine ſhe thought with rigorous vprore 
For to efforce, when charmes had cloſed it afore. 
28 
Where force mightnotauaile,there fleights and ar 
. Shecaſt rovſe, both fit forhard emprize ; 
For-thy;from that ſame'roome nor to depart 
Till morrow nexr, the did her (clfe auize, 
When thatſame Maske againe ſhould forth arize. 
Themorrowenext appear'd with 10yous cheare, - ' 
Calbng mento their daily exerciſe, WT 
 Thenſhe, as morrowefrethy her ſelfedidreare 
Out of treriſecretftand, thatday tor ro out-weare..: 


2 
All that day ſhe out-woreun dcring) | 
And gazing on that chambers ornament, 
Till that againethe ſecond eucning . 
Her conered with her ſable veſtiment, 
Wherewith the warlds fairebeauty ſhe hath blent : 
Then whentheſecond watch was almoſt vaſt, 
That braſen doreflew open, and in went 
Bold Pritomart; as ſhe had late forecaſt, 
Neitherot adlefheives, nor of falle charmes aghaſt, 
Q: S@ 
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So ſoone as ſhe nd abour 

She caſther eyes, toſce whatwas become 

Of all —_ which ſhe ſawe without : 

But lo, they! a_ were vaniſht all and ſome, 

Ne ling wightſhe ſawe jo all that roome , 

Sane that ſamewoefull Lady; both whoſc hands 

Were bounden faſt, that dif herill become, 

And her ſmall waſte girtround with iron bands, 
Vnto a brazen pillour, by the which ſhe ſtands. 

I 


And her before the orc ſate, 
Figuring ſtrange charaGters of his art : 
With lung bloud he thoſe charaQters wrote, 
Dreadfully dropping from her dying heart, 
Seeming transfixed with a cruell dart; 
And all perforce tomakeher him to loue. 
Ah ! who can loue the workerof her ſmart? 
Athouſand charmes.beformerly did proue ; 


Yetthouſand charmes could not her ſtedfaſt heart remoye- 


2 

Soone as that virgin knight bh ſawein place, 

Hts wicked boaks :o faſte he ouerthrew, 

Not caring his long labours to deface; 

And fiercely runniog;to thatLady trcw, 

A murdrons knife out of his packet drew; 

The which he thought, forville:nous deſpight, 

In her tormented.body.to.cmbrew : 

Bur the ſtout Damzell to himuleaping light, 
His curſed hand withheld, and maiſtcredtus might. 


3 
From her, towhom his fury feſt he ment, 
The wicked weapon raſhly he did wreſt; 
And turning to her ſelfe.-his fell intent, 
Vnywaresit{trookeinto her ſnowy cheſt, 
T hatlittle drops empurpled ber faire breaft. 
Exceeding wroth therewith the virgin grew, 
Albe the wound were nothing deep impreſt, 
And fiercely forth hermorrtall blade ſhe drew, 
To gine him thereward forſuch vile outrage dew. 


| 34. 

So mightilyſaeſmote him,thatro ground = | 
He tell halfe dead ; next ſtroke hm ſhould haueſlaine, 
Had not the Lady which by him ſtood bound, 
Dernely vnto her calledto abſtaine, 

Fram doing him to dy. For,clicher paine 

Should be remedi'elle, fith none buthee, 

Which wrought it, could the{ame recureagane. 
 Therewith-ſheftard her hand, Joth ſtaid to bee ; 

For, life ſhe him cnuide, and -longd reuengetoſee: 


5 

And to him ſayd, Thou wickedman, whoſc meed 
For ſo huge nulchuefe, and vilevllany, | 
Is death, or if that ought dodeath exceed, 
Be ſure, that nought may ſauetheefrom to dy, 
Bytit thatthou this Damedoe preſently 
Reſtore ynto her health, and former ſtatez 
This doe and liue, cle die vadoubredly. 
He glad of life, thatlooktfor deatb burlate, 


Did yield himfelfe right willing to prolong his date. 


6 
And riſing vp, gan ſtreight - ouerlooke 
T hoſe curſed leaues, his charmes backe to reuerle; 
Full dreadfullthings out of that balefull booke 
Heread, and meaſur'd many a ſad verſe, 
That borror gan the virgins heart to perſe, 
And herfaire lockes vp ſtared ſtiffe on end, 
Hearing him thale ſame bloudy lines rehearſe; 
Andall the while he read, ſhe did extend 
Herſword high ouerhim, if ought he did offend. 


7 

Anon ſhe gan perceine thebouſe to quake, 
And all'he dores torrattleround about; 
Yetall that did nother diſmaied make, 
Nor flacke her threathull hand for mn dout;z 
Bur ſtill with ſtedfaſt cye and courage ftour * 
Abode, to weet what end would come of all. 
Atlaſt, that mighry chaine, which round about 
Her tender waſte was wound, adowne gan fall, 


And thatgreatbrazen pillour broke in peeces {mall. 


8 
The cruel} ſteele which ehriſd her dying heart, 
Fell ſoftly forth, as of his owne accord : 
And the wide wound, which lately did difpart 
Herbleeding breaſt, and riuen bowels gor'd, 
Wascloſed vp, as ithadnotbeenbor'd ; 
And cuery part to ſafety full ſound, 
As ſhe were neuer hurt, was ſoone reftor'd. 
Tho, when ſhe feltherſclfe to bevnbound, 
And perfe& whole, proftrate ſhefell ynto the ground ; 


| 39 
Before faire Britomart, ſhe fell proftrate, 
Saying; Ah noble knight, what worthy meed 
Can wretched Lady, quitfrom wofull ſtate, 
Yield you1n liew of this your gracious deed? 
Your vertue ſelfe her owne reward ſhall breed, 
Eucn immorrall praiſe, and glory wide, 
Whach I your vaſlall, by your prowefle freed, 
Shall through the world maketo benorifide, 
And goodly well aduance, thatgoodly well was tride. 


| 40 
But Britomary, vprearing her from ground, 

Sayd, Gentle Dame, reward enough Iweene 

For many labours more, then I haue found, 

This, thatin ſafety now Ihaueyoulſcene, 

And meane of your deliwerance haue beene : 

Henceforth faireLady comfort to you take, 

And put away remembrance of late tecne; 

In ſtead therof knowe, that yourlouing Make 
Hath no lefle griefe endured for your gentle ſake: 

I 


4 
She much was cheard to heare him mentiond, 


Whom of all liuing wights ſhe Joued beſt. 
Then laid the noble Championefle ſtrong hond 
Vpon th'enchaunter, which had her diſtreſt 
So fore, and with foule outrages oppreſt: 
With that great chaine, wherewith not long ygo 
He bound thatpirious Lady priſoner, now releaft, 
Himſelfe ſhe boynd, more worthy to be ſo, 
And captinewith herled to wretchedneſle and woe. 
Retur- 
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Returning backe, thoſe goodly roomes, which erſt But whenthe Viftorefle arrived there, _ .. 
She ſaw ſo rich and royally arrayd, Wherelate ſhe'teft the penſiue Scudamore . 
Now vaniſht vtterly, and cleane ſubuerſt Withher vwne truſty Squire, both full of feare, 
She found, and all their glory quite decayd, Neitherof them ſhefound where ſhe them lore : 
That fight of ſucha change her much diſmayd. Therear her noble heart was ſtoniſhe fore 3 
Thence,forth deſcending to that perlous Porch, But moſt faire Amorer, whoſegentle ſpright 
Thoſe dreadfull flames ſhe allo feund delayd, 'Now'gantofeedean hope , whichſhe before 
And quenched quite, like a conſumed torch, . ConceinedhaJ;toſce her owne deare knight, 
Thar «rf all entrers wont fo cruelly to ſcarch. Being therof-beguyl'dwas fild withnew affright. 
4 | | (OS EG 5 -;; 
More eaſfie iſſew now, then kan late Bat head man, when he hadloog in dreed 
She found : for, now that fained dreadfull lame, Awayted there for Britomarts returne, 
Which chok'tthe porch of that enchaunted gate, Yet ſawe hernotnorfigne of her good ſpeed , 
And paſſage bard to all, that thither came, His expeCtation to deſpare did turne, 
Was vaniſht quite, as it were not the ſame, Miſdeeming ſure that her thoſe flames did burne; 
And gaue her leaue at pleaſure forthto paſs. And therefore gan aduize with her old Squire, 
Th'Enchaunter ſelfe, which all that fraud didframe, Who hexdearenourllingslofſenolefle did mourne, 
To haue cftorc*t the loue of that faire laſs,  Thenceto departfor further aidet'enquire; 
Secing his work now walted, deepe engrieued was. here let them wendat will, whileſt kere I doereſpire, 


T he end of the third Booke. 
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eA Vifion upon this conceipt of the Faerie 
QVEEN E- 


ME chovghtI fawe the Graue, where Lawralay, 
S*® Within that Temple, where the veſtall lame 
Was wont to burne; and paſſing by that way, 
: Toſcc that buried duſ} of living fame, 
Whoſe tombe faire loue, and fairer vertue kepr, 
. Al ſuddenly Iſawe che Faery Queene : ; 
At whole approache the ſoule of Petrarke wept, | 
And from thenceforth thoſe Graces were not ſeene, 
For, they this Quecne attended, in whoſe itced 
Obliuion laid him downe on Laxras herie : 
Hereat the hardeſt ſtones were ſecne to bleed, 
Anderones of buried ghoſts the heauens did perſe ; 
Where Homers ſpright did tremble all for griete, 
Andcurlſt th'acceſle of that celeltiallthiete. | 


Another of the ſame. 


He praiſe of meaner witsthis worke like profite brings, 

* As doth the Cuckoes ſong delight when Philamena tings. 
If thou haſt formed right true. Vertuesface herein : 
Vettue her ſelfe can beſt diſcerne, to whom they written bin, 
If thou haſt Beauty prayſd, let her ſole lookes divine 
Iudge if oughttherein be amiſs, and mend it by her cyne. 
If Chaſtitie want ought, or Temp:rance her dew, | 
Behold herPrincely minde aright, and wrightthy Queene anew- 
Meane while ſhe ſhall perceiue, how farre her yertues ſore 
Abcue the reach of all rhatliue,'or ſach as wrote of yore ; 
And thereby will excuſe aud fauourthy god will : 
Whoſe yertue cannot be expreſt, but by an Angels quill, 

Of menolinesare lov'd, norlettersare of price, 


Ot all which ſpeak our Engliſh congue,but thoſe of thy deuice, 
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W. Re 
- TothelearnedShepheard. © 2 bi 

FO I ſee by thy new taken take, 4 And faire beſall that Baery-Queeneof thipe, 
C& ſomeſacred ach enricht thy braynes,, | in whoſe faire eyes lone linkt with vergar ſits - 
That leades thy nhaughty verſe tomacke,  . | Enjuſings by thoſe beauties fiers dinines © 

and loath the layes that longs toliwely ſwaynes, . | Juch high conceits into thy bumble wits, 
T hat lifts thy notes from Shepheardsynto kings, -\R | Asraiſe bathpoore paſtorsoaten reedes, 
So like the luely Larke that manrting ſongs. —=— From ruſticke twins, to channt beroique deedes. 
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Thy lowely Roſolinde ſeemes now forlorne, ,,  ' <.-' — , | So moughtthy Redcrofle kpi with happy hand 

and all thy ventle flockes ALAE be, > Mien Pas vittoriousbe inthat faire Flands right , 


% 
Thy changed beart now ho!des rh eb ſcores > E = __}Þ whichthoudoeſtwaile it ype of Faery land , 
thoſe prety | -es that did thy mates delig _ pf _ ++ ©-<Eyza's bleſſed field, that Albion hight: 
Thoſe truſty m. tes , that loued thee ſo well,j"* >>; - | "Thatſhields her fridpds, and warres ber mighty foes, 
hom thou gau [? mirth © as they gaue thee the b ARS \ | "Fenfeul with people, peace, and plenty flowes. 
LAST ITAYD 4 
TINS "BU Sleplieard) though, with pleaſing ſtile, 
= A: 2h 1? the humour of the courtly traine : 
(& © Leh not conceit thy ſettled ſenſe beguile, 


| 5 daunted be through enuy or diſdaine. 


Tet as thou earſt with thy ſweet roundelayes, | 
didſt ſtirre to glee our laddes in homely bowers - 

So morghtſ? thou now intheſerefyncd layes, 
delioht the dainty eares of higher powers. 


And ſo mourht they in their deepe ſcanning shill +: ieft thy doome to her Empyring ſpright, 
Allow and grace our Collins flowing quill, } * From whence thy Muſe, and all the world takes light. 
Hobynoll, 
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| He rugged forkead, that with praneforefight 
WF», Wrelds kingdoms cauſes; & affures of State, 
| My looſer rindes, Iwote, doth ſharply wite, 
For arbor fre as I haue done of late, 


And magmtying louers dearedebate; 
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By which; fraile youtli is oftto follyled, 
Through falſe allurement of that pleaſing baite, 
That better wete in vertues diſcipled, - 
Then with yaine poems weeds to haue their fancies fed: 


ES o 
Such ones ill judge of loue, that cannotloue, 
Nein their froſen heatrs feele kindly lame : 
For-thy they oughr not thing ynkhowne reproue; _ 
Ne naturall affeCtion faultleſſe blanie, © # 
For fault of few that hatte abus'd the ſarne. | 
For, it of honor and all vertue is 
The roote,aud brings forth glorious flowtes of fame, 
That crowne truelouers with immortallbliſs, "4 
The meed of them that loue, and do notliue amiſs. 


Which whoſo hRlook Lact: to former ages, 
And call to countthe things thatthenwere donne,  - 
Shall find, thatall che workes of thoſewiſe ſages, ; 
And braue exploits which great Heres WOnne, » 
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In louewerecither ended or begunne: 

Witneſſe thefatherof Philolophie, 

Which to his Critias, ſhaded ofefrom: ſunne, 

Of loue'full many lcflons did apply, | 
The which thefeStoick Cenſours cannot well deny. 


To ſuch therefore I doe EN. ſingar all; - 
Bur to that ſacred Saint my foucraigne Queene, 
In whoſe chaſte. breaſt all bounty naturall, 
And treaſures of trueloue enlocked beene, 
Boue all her ſexe that euer yer was ſecne ; 
To her ſing of-loue, that lovteth beſt, 
And beſtislov'd of all aliue I weene: 

' To her, this fong moſt fitly:is addreft, +. p74 --; 
The Queeneof loue,& Prince of peace from heaucn bleſt, 
Which thatſhe may the "RA deigneto heare, 

Do thou drad infant, Yenusdearling doue, 
From her high ſpiritchaſe imperious feare; 
And vſe of awefull Maieftieremoue : 
In ſtead whereof with'drops of imeltingloue, 
Deawd with ambrofiall tilles;by thee gotten 
From thy {weerfmyling motherfrom aboue, 
Sprinkle herheart, and haughty courage ſoften, 
That ſhe may hearke to loue; and reade Sis leflon often. 
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Canto I. 


i9 Faire Britomart ſaues Amoret : 
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Flouers ſad calamitics of old, . - Yetſhoulditbeapleaſant tale, totell 
> Full many pitcous ſtories do remaine: © Thediucrſevſageanddemeanuredaint, 
| But none more piteous cuer was ytold, That cachto other made, as oft befell. 
SIR Thehthatof Amorets hart-binding chaine, = For, Amoretriglitfearefull was and faint, 
PAR And this of Florimels vnworthy paine : Leſt ſhe with blame her honour ſhould atraint, 
SESDF The dearc ionpathen of whoſe bitter fit - . __ Thateuery word did tremble as ſheſpake, 
My ſoftened heart ſo ſorely doth conſtraine, And eucry looke was coy, and wondrous quaint, 
ThatTI with tcares full oft doe pitie it, And cuery limberthat touched her did quake: 
And oftentimes doe wiſhit neuer had been writ. ..  Yercould ſhe notbut courteous countenanceto her make. 
2 | | 6 
For, from the time that Scudamovr her bought For,well ſhe wiſt, as truce itwas indeed, 
Jn perilous fight, ſhe neuer ioyed wy: | Thather lives Lord, and Patrone of her health, 
A perilous fight when he with force her brought Right well deſerued as his ducfull mecd, 
From twenty knights, that did him all aflay : Her loue, herſeruice, and her ytmoſt wealth. 
Yer faircly well he did them all diſmay : All is his wſtly, thar all freely dealth : 
And with great glory both the ſhield of loue, Nathleſſe her honour, dearer then her life, 
Andekethe Lady ſelfe he brought away ; | Sheſoughtto ſane, as thing reſeru'd from ſtealth; 
| Whom hauing wedded as did him behoue, Dic had ſhe Jeuer with Enchanters knife, 
A newynknowen miſchiefe did from him remoue, ' Thentobefalſe inloue, profeſt a virgine wife. 
| 7 
For, that ſame vile Edchanater Buſyran, Thereto her feare was made ſo rhuch the greater 
Thevery ſelfe ſame day thatſhewas wedded, Through fine abuſion of that Briton maygd : 
Amidſt the bridale a whilſt euery man Who, for to hide her fained ſex the better, 
Surcharg d with wine, were heedlelic and ill headed, And maske her wounded minde, both did and ſayd 
All bento mirth before the bride was bedded, Full many things ſo doubtfull to be wayd, 
. Brought in that Maske of loue whichlate was ſhowen: That an ſhe wiſtnot whatby them to ghelle : 
..- And therethe Lady ill of friends beſtedded, For, other whiles to her ſhe P olemade 
By way of ſport, as oftin Maskes is knowen, Of loue, and otherwhiles 0 lufulneſſe, 
Conueyed quite away to liuing wightvaknowen. ' Thatmuch ſhe fear'd his mind would growe to ſom exceſs. 
4 "3M 
Seauen months he ſo her kept ia bitter ſmart, His will ſhe fear'd ; for himſhe ſurely thought 
Becauſe his finfull luſtſhe would not ſerme, To be a man, ſuch as indeed he ſeemed; 
Vntill ſuch timeasnaBle Britomart And much the more, by thathelately wrought, 
Releaſed her, that elſe was like to ſterue, When her from deadly thraldome heredecmed, 
Through cruell knife that her deare heart did ketne. For which no ſcruice ſhe too much eſteemed ; 
And now ſhe is with her yponthe way, Yet dreadof ſhame,and doubt of foule diſhonor, 
Marching in louely wiſe, that could deſerue Made her notyecld ſo much,as due ſhe deemed. 
Noſpot of blame, though ſpite did oft aflay Yet Britomart attended duly on her, 
To blot her with diſhonour of ſo faire a prey. As well became aknight, and didto her all honor, 
N wd41 of Ic 
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It ſo befell one cuening, thar they came But that young Knight, whichthrough her gentle deed 


Vnto a Caſtell, lodged there to bee, 

VVhere many a Knight, and many a Jouely Dame 

V Vas then atlembled, deedes-of armes to lee : 

Amoneſt all which was none more faire then ſhee, 

That many of them mou'd to eye herfſore. 

The cuſtome'of that place was {uch, that hee 

Which had no Loue nor Lemman there 1n itore, 
Should either winne him one, or lye without the dore. 


10 

Amongſt the reſt there was aiolly knight, 

Who becing asked for his Loue, ayow'd 

That faireſt Amoret was his by right, 

And offred that to iuſtifie alowd. 

The war-like Virgine, fecin ghis ſoprowd 

And hoatfallchokcngs: wexcd inly wroth, 

But for the preſent did her anger ſhrowd 

And ſaid, her Loue to loſe ſhe was full loth, 
But either he ſhould neither of them haue,or both. 


II | 

So forth they went, and both together giuſted ; 

But that ſame younkerſoone was over-throwne, 

And maderepent, that he had raſhly luſted 

For thing vnlawfull, that was not his owne: 

Yerſith heſeemed valiant,though vynknowne, 

She that nolefle was courteous and ſtout, 

Caſt how to ſalue, that both the cuſtome ſhowne 

Were kept, and yet that knight not locked out; 
Thatſeem'd full hard t'agcord two things ſo far in dout. 


I2 

The Seneſchall was call'd to deeme the right: 

Whom ſhe requir'd, that firſt faire Amoret 

Might be to herallow'd, as to a knight, 

That did her win,and free from challengeſer : 

Which ſtraight to her was yeelded without let. 

Then fith that ſtrange Knights loue from him was 

She claim'd thatto herlclfe, as Ladies det, (quitred, 

He as a Knight mightiuſtly be admitted : 
So noneſhould be our-ſhut,fith all of Loves were fitted. 


I 
With thar, her gliſtring pale ſheevnlaced; 
Which doft, her golden locks, that were vp-bound 
Still in a knot, vato her heeles downe traced, 
And like a filken veile in compaſſeround 
Aboutherback and all her body wound : 
Like as the ſhining sky in ſummers night, 
What time the dayes with ſcorching heat abound, 
Is creaſted all with lines of firie light, 
That it prodigious ſeemes in common peoples fight. 


14 
Such when thoſe Knights and Ladies all abour , 
Beheld her, all were with amazement ſmir, 
And cuery one gan growe inſecret dout 
Ofthis and thar, according to cach wit. 
Some thoughr, that ſome enchauntment fained it 3 
Some, that Bellona in that war-like wiſe 
To them appear'd, with ſhield and armour-fit; 
Some, that it was a maske of ſtrange diſguiſe : 
Sodiuerly cach one did ſundry doubts dewle. 


Was to that goodly fellowſhip rettor'd, 
Ten thoufand thanks did yield her for hermeed, 
And doubly overcommen, her ador'd : 
So did they all their former ſtrife accord; 
And eke faire .Amoret, now freed from feare, 
Morefranke affe&tion did to her afford, 
And to her bed, which ſhe was wont forbeare, 
Now freely drew, and found rightſafe affurance theare. 
16 
Where, all that night they of their Loues did treat, 
And hard adventures twixt themſclues alone, 
Thateach the other gan with paſſion grear, 
And gpriefe-full pitry pruately be-mone. 
The morrow next, to loone as Titan thone, 
They both vp-roſe, and to their waies them dight:. 
Long wandred they, yetneuer met with one 
Thar to their willes could them diredt aright, 
Or to themtydings tell, that mote their harts delight, 


17 

Lo, thus they rode, till atthelaſtthey ſpide 

Two armed Knights, thattoward them did paſe, 

And each of them had niding by his fide 

A Lady, ſeeming info farre a - wp : 

But Ladics none they were, albee in face 

And outward ſhew faireſemblance they did beare 

For, vnder maske of beauty and good grace, 

Vile treaſon and foule falshood hiddenwere, 
That motero none bur to the wary wiſe appeare. 

fo) 


I 
The one of them, the falſe D#eſſa hight, 
That now had chang'd her former wonted heww : 
For, the could d'onſo many ſhapes in ſight, 
As cuer could Chameleon colours new; 
So could the forge all colours, taue the trew. 
The other, no whitbetter was then ſhee, 
Butthat ſuch as ſhe was, ſhe plaine did ſhew; 
Yetotherwiſe much worſe, if worſe might bee, 
And daily more offenfiue ynto cach degree. 
19 : 
Her name was Ate, mother of debate, 
And all diſſenfion, which dothdaily growe 
Amongſtfraile men, that many a publique ſtate 
And many apriuarte oft doth over-throwe. 
Her, falſe Dueſſa, whofull well did knowe 
To be moſt fit to trouble noble knights 
VVhich hunt for honour, raiſed from belowe, 
Out of the dwellings of the damned {prights, 
Where ſhe in darknes waſtes her curſed daies and nights. 


4 


20 . 
Hard by the gates of Hell her dwelling is, 
There where-as all the plagues and harmes abound, 
VVhich puniſh wicked men, that walke amuls : 
It is a darkfome deluefarre vader ground, 
With thornes and barren brakes enuirond round, 
That none the ſame may mo out-winz 
Yet many waics to enter may befound, 
But none to ifſue forth when one 18 in : 
For, diſcord harderis to end thento begin. 
R. 
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21 

And all within, the riuen walles were hung, 
VVith ragged monuments of times fore-paſt ; 
All which, theſad effefts of diſcord ſung : 
There were rentroabes, and broken ſcepters plac't, 
Alrars defil'd, and holy things defac't, 
Disſhiuered ſpeares, and ſhie}ds ytorne in twaine, 
Great Cities ranſackt, and ſtrong Caſtles ras't, 
Nations captiued, and huge armies {laine : 

Of all which ruines there ſomereliques did remaine. 


22 
There was the figne of antique Babylon, 
Of farall Thebes, of Rome thatraigned long, 
Of ſacred Salem, and lad Ilion, 
For memory of which, on high there hong 
The golden Apple (cauſe of all their wrong) 
For which the three faire Goddefles did ſtruue: 
There alſo was the name of Nimrod ſtrong, 
Of Alexander, and his Princes five, 
Which ſhar'd to them the ſpoyles that he had got aliue. 


bes 
And therethe reliques of thedrunken fray, 
The which amongſt the Lapithees befell, 
And of the bloudy feaſt, which ſent away 
So many Cenrtaures drunken ſoules to hell, 
That vnder great Alcidesfuriefell : 
And ofthe dreadfull diſcord, which did driue 
T he noble Argonautsto out-rage tell, 
That each of hte ſought others to depriue, 


All mindlefle of the Golden-fleece, which made the ſtriue. 


24 
And cke of priuate perſons many moe, 
That were too long a worketo count them all; 
Some of {worne fnendes, that did their faith forgoe 3 
Some of borne brethren, prov'd vnnaturall; 
Some of deare Louers, foes perpetuall : 
Witneſle their broken bands thereto be ſeene, 
Their girlonds rent, their bowres es all; 
The moniments whereof there byding beene, 


As plaine as at the firſt, when they werefreth and greene. 


25 

Such was her houſe within ; but all withour, 
The barren ground was full of wicked weedes, 
Which ſhee her ſelfe had ſowen all about, 
Now growen great, at firſt of little ſeedes, 
The ſeedes of cuill words, and faftious deedes; 
Which when to ripeneſle duc they growen arte, 
Bring forth an infinite increaſe, a4 breedes 
Tumultuous trouble, and contentious 1arre, 

The which moſt often endin bloud-ſhed and in warre. 

26 | 

And thoſe ſame curſed ſeedes docalſo ſerue 
To her for bread, andyicld her liuing food: 
For, life it is to her, when others ſterue 
Through miſchieuous debatc,and deadly feood, 
Thar ſhee may ſuck their life, and drink their blood, 
With which ſhe from her childhood had been fed. 
For, ſhee at firſt was borne of helliſh brood, 
Andby infernall Furies nouriſhed, 

Thatby her monſtrous ſhape might eaſily bered. 


With which it ble 


————. — — 


* 27 
Her face moſt foule and filthy was to ſee, 
With {quinted eyes contrary waics intended, 
And loathly mouth, vnmeet a mouth to bee, 
That nought but gall and venim comprehended, 
And wicked words, that God and man offended: 
Her lying tongue was in two parts diuided, 
And both the parts did ſpeake, and both contended; 
And as her tongue, ſo was her hart diſcided, 
That neuer thought one thing, bur doubly ſtill was guided. 
28 


Als as ſhee double ſpake, ſo heard ſhe double, 

With matchleſle eares deformed and diſtort, 

Fild with falſe rumors and ſeditious trouble, 

Bredin afſemblies of the vulgar ſort, 

That ſtill areled with cuery light report. 

And as hereares, ſo cke herfeetwere odde, 

And much vnlike;th'one long, the other ſhorr, 

And both miſplac't; that when th'one forward yode, 
The other back retired, and contrary trode. 


Likewiſe vnequall wereher <a twaine: 
That one did reach, the other puſht away; 
That onedid make, the other mard avaine, 
And ſoughtto bring all things vnto decay ; 
VVhereby great riches, oathered many aday, 
Shein ſhortſpace did often bring to nought, 
And theirpofſefſours often did diſmay. 
For, all her ſtudy was, and all her _—_ , 


(wrought, 
How ſhee might overthrowe the things 


ar Concord 


fe) 
So much her malice did ®. might ſurpaſs, 
That euen th'Almighty ſclfe the did maligne, 
Becauſe to man ſo mercifull he was, 
Andynto all his creatures ſo benigne, 
Sith ſhee herſelfe was of his grace indigne: 
For, all this worlds faire workmanſhip ſhe tride, 
Vato his laſt confuſion to bring, 
And that great golden chainequite to diuide, 
= Concord hath togethertide. 


I 

Such was that hag, which wich Dueſſa rode; 
Andſeruing her in her malicious vſe, 
To hurt good knights, wasas it were her baude, 
Toſell her borrowed beaury to abule. 
For, though like withered tree, that wanteth iuyce, 
Shee old and crooked were, yet now of late, 
As freſh and fragrantas the Flowre-deluce 
Shee was become, by change of her eſtate, 

And madefull goodly ioyance to hernewfound mate. 


2 
Her mate hee was aiolly youthful Knighr, 
Thatbore great way inarmesand Finale, 
And was indeed a man of nuckle might : 
His name was Blandamour, that did deſcry 
His ficklemindfull of inconftancie. 
And now himſelfehe fitted hadrightwell, 
With two companions of like qualitic, 
Faithlefſe Dueſſa, and falſe Paridell, 
Thatwhether were more falſe, full hard it is to tell. Np 
ow 
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Now when chis gallant, witihis goodly crew, 
From farre elpide the famous Pritomart, 
Like knight adventurous in outward view, 
With his faire Paragon (his conqueſts part) 
Approching nigh, citſoones his wanton hart 
Was tickled with delight, andicſting ſaid; 
Lo there, Sir Paridell, tor your deſart, 
Good lucke preſents you with yond louely mayd, 
For pity that ye wanta fellow for your ayd. 


4 

By that, the Iouely paire FR. nighto hond: 

Whom when as Paridel! more plaine beheld, 

Albe in harthe like aftetion fond, 

Yer mundfull how he late by one was feld, 

That did thoſe armes and that ſame ſcutchion weld, 

Hc< had ſmall luſt to buy his Loueſo deare:; 

Bur anſwerd, Sir, him wiſe I neuer held, 

Thar bauing once eſcaped perill neare, 
VVould afterwards afreſh rhe ſleeping euill reare. 


5 
This knight toolate his cndakond and his nught 
I did aflay, that me right dearely coſt; 
Neliſt I forrevengeprouoke new fight, 
Ne for lightLadies loue, that ſoone1s loſt. 
The hor-ſpurre youth fo ſcorning to becroſt, 
Take rhen to you this Dame of mine, quoth he, 
And I without your perill or your coſt, 
Will chalenge yond ſame other for my fee: 
So forth he fiercely prickt, that one him ſcarce could ſee. 
6 


The warlike Britonneſſe tn addreſt, 
And with ſuch vocouth welcome did receaue 
Her fayned Paramour, her forced gueſt, 
That beeing forc't his ſaddle ſoone to leaue, 
Himlelfe he did of his new Loue deceaue : 
And made himſelfeth'enſample of his folly. 
V Vhich done, ſhe paſledforth not takin = 
And leftthim now as fad,as whilomeiolly, 


VVell warned to beware with whom he dar'd todally. 


F 
VVhich when his other an beheld, 
They to his fuccour ran with ready ayd: 
And finding him vnable onceto weld, 
They rearedhim on horſe-back,and vp-ſtayd, 
Till on his way they had him forth conuayd: 
Andall the way with wondrous griefe of mind 
Andſhame, hee ſhew'd himſelfe to be diſmayd, 
More for the Love which he had left behind, 
Then thatwhich he had to Sir Paridellrefign'd. 


8 

Nath'lefſe, he forth did —_ well as he might, 
And made good ſemblance to his company, 
Diſſembling his diſcaſe and cuill plight; 
Till thar eclinng they chaunced to elpy | 
Two other knights, that towards them did ply 
With ſpeedy courle, as bentto charge them new. 
VVhom, when as Blandamozr, ap roching nie, 
Perceiu'd ts be ſuchas they ſeem Tin view, 

Hee was full wo, and gan his former griefe renew. 


For, th'one of them he pariectly deſcride 
To be Sir Scudamore, by that he bore 
The God of Loue, with wings diſplayed wide 
VVhom mortally he hated cuermore, 
Both for his worth (that all mendid adore) 
And eke becauſe his Loue he wonneby right: 
VVhich when he thought, itgricucd ki 
That through the bruzes of has former fight, 
He now vnable was to wreake his old deſpight. 


40 
For-thy, he thus to Paridell beſpake, 

Faire Sir, of friendſhip letme now you pray, 
Thatas I late adyenturedfor yourlake, 
The hurts whereof me now from barrcll ſtay, 
Yeewill me now with like good turnerepay, 
Andiuſtifie my cauſe on yonder Knight, 
Ah Sir: ſaid Paridell, doe nor diſmay 
Your ſclfe for this; my lelfe will for you fight, 


As yec haue done for mee: the lefthand rubs therighk 


41 
VVith that, he put his ſpurres vnto his ſtecd, 
With ſpeare 10 reſt, and toward him did fare, 
Like ſhaft out of a boaw preuenting ſpeed. 
But Scudamore was ſhortly well aware 
Of his approche, and gan himſelfe prepare 
Him to receiue with entertainment meet. 
So furiouſly they mer, thatcither bare 
Theother downe vnder their horſesfeete, 


m#full ſore, 


That what of them became, themſclues did ſcarcely weete. 


42 

As when two billowes in the Iriſh ſowndes, 
Forcibly driuen with contary tydes, 
Doe meet together, each abackrebowndes 
VVith rorin c; and daſhing on all fides, 
Thatfilleth Sik ſca with fome, diuides 
The doubtfull current into diuers waies : 
So fell thoſe two ia ſpight of both theirprides 
But Scudamoyr himſelte did ſoone yp-raiſe, 


And mounting light, his foe forlying long vpbratcs. 


4 

Who, rolled on an heape, Lay ill in fwound, 

All careleſſe of his taunt and bitter raile : 

Till that the reſthim ſeeing lyc on ground, 

Ran haſtily, ro weetwhat 2 him ayle. 

Where, finding thatthe breath gan himro faile, 

With buſic care they ſtrouc him to awake, 

And doft his helmet, and vndid his maile : 
So muchthey did, thatatthe laſtthey brake 
His lumber, yer ſo mazed, that he a og ſpake. 


Which when-as F JOS beheld; heſaid, 
Falſe faitour Scudamour, that haſt by ſlight 
And foule advantage this good knight diſmaid, 
A knight much berter then thy ſelfe behight; 
Well falles it thee that I am notin plight, 
This day, to wreake the damage by thee donne : 
Such is thy wont, tharſtill when any Rnight 
; Is weakned, then thou dooſthim over-ronne; 
So haſt thouto thy ſelfe falſe honour often wonne. 
R 2. | 
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45 
Hee little anſwer'd, but in manly hart 
His mighty indignation did forbearc; 
Which was not yet1o ſecret, but ſome part 
Thereofdidin his frowning face appeare : 
Like as a gloomy clowd, the which doth beare 
An hideous ſtorme, is by the Northerne blaſt 
uite over-blowne, yet doth nortpaſle ſo cleare, 


But that itall thesky doth over-caſt 


With darknes drad, andthreatens all the world to waft. 


46 
Ah! gentle knight, then falſe Dueſſe ſaid, 
V Vhy docyeſtriue for Ladies loue ſo ſore, 
Whole chiefe deſire is louc and friendly ayd 
Mongſt gentle Knights to nouriſh cuermore ? 
Ne be yewroth Sir Scudamere therefore, 
That ſhe your Loue liſt louc another knight, 
Ne doe your ſelfe diſlike a whit the more; 
For, louc 15 free, and led withſelfe delight, 
Ne will enforced be with maiſterdome or might, 


| 47 
So falſe Dueſſa: butvile Atethus ; 
Both foobſh Knights, I can but laugh at both, 
That ſtrive and ſtorme with ſtirre OUL-Fagcous, 
For her that cach of you alike doth loth, 
And loues another, with whom now ſhe go'th 
In Jouely wiſe, and ſleepes, and ſports, and playes ; 
Whilſt both you herewith many a curſed oth, 
Sweare ſhe is yours, and ftirre vp bloudy frayes, 


To win a Willow-bough, whil ſt other weares the Bayes. 


48 
Vile hag, ſayd Scudamore, why dooſtthoulye ? 
And talſly ſeek'ſt zvertuous wightto ſhame ? 


Fond Knight, ſaid ſhee, the thing thatwith this eye 


1 ſaw, why ſhouldT doubt to tell the ſame ? 

Then tell, quoth Blandamour, and feare no blame, 
Tell what thou ſaw'ſt, maulgre who-ſo it heares. 
Iſfaw, quoth ſhe, a ſtranger Knight, whoſe name 

I wote not well, bur in his ſhield he beares 


(Thatwell Iwote)the heads of many broken ſpeares. 


I ſaw him haue your Fs 14 at will, 

I ſaw him kiſle, I ſaw him her embrace, 

I faw him ſleepe with her all night his fill, 

All many nights, and many byin place, 

That preſent were to teſtifie the caſe. 

Which when as Scudamore did heare, his hart 

Was thrild with inward griefe, as when in chace 
The Parthian ſtrikes a Stag with ſhivering dart, 
The beaſt aſtoniſht ſtands in middeſt of his ſmart. 


s) 
So ſtood Sir Scudamore Lb this he heard; 
Ne word he hadto ſpeakefor greatdiſmay, 
Butlookt on Glauce grim, who wox affeard 
Ofout-ragefor the words which ſhe heardſay, 
Albe vntrue ſhe wiſt them by aflay. 
But Blandamour, when-as he did eſpy 
His change of cheare, thatanguiſh did bewray, 
He wox if blithe, as he had got thereby, 
And gan thereatto triumph without vitorie. 


I 
Lo, recreant, ſaid he. the Eicleſſe end 
Of thy vaine boaſt, and ſpoyle of loue miſgorten, 
Whereby the name of knight-hood thou dooſt ſhend, 
And all true Louers with dishonourblotten: 
All chings notrooted well, willſoone berotten, 
Fie, fie, falſe knight, then falſe Dueſſa cryde, 
Vnworthy life that loue with guile haſt gotten 3 
Be thou, where-euer thou doe goe or ride, 


Loathed of Ladies all, and of all Knights defide. 


But Scudamore (for paſſing greatdeſpight) 
Stud not to aunſwer, (carcely didretraine, 
But that in all thoſe knights and Ladies fight, - 
He for reuenge had yn Glauceſlaine ; 
But beeing paſt, he thus began amaine; 
Falſe traytour Squire,falſe Squire of falſeſt Knight, 
Why doth mine hand from thine avenge abſtaine, 
Whole Lord hath done my Louethis foule deſpight? 
Why doe I notitwreake,on thee,now in my might? 


5 
D:ſcourteous, diſloyall FR. FOR 
Vatrue to God, and vnto man yniuſt, 
V Vhat vengeance due can cquall thy defart, 
That haſt with ſhamefull ſpor of finfull luſt 
Defil'd the pledge committed to thy truſt ? 
Let vgly ſhame, and endlefle infamy 
Colour thy name with foulereproaches ruſt. 
Yetthou fl Squire his faultſhalkt deare aby, 
And with thy puniſhment his penance ſhalt ſupply. 


ME. 
The aged Dame him ſceing lo enraged, 
Was dead with fcare; nath'lefle as need required, 
His flaming furie ſought to haue afſwaged : 
V Vith ſober words, n ſufferance defired, 
T11l time the tryall of hertruth expired: 
And eucrmore ſought Britomart to cleare. 
But he the more with furious rage was fired, 
And thrice his hind to kill her did vpreare, 
And thrice hedrew itbacke: ſo didat laſt forbeare. 
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Blandamour winnes falſe Florimell, 


Paridell for her ſtrines, 
They are accorded: Agape 
aoth lenzthen her ſonnes lines. 


— - 'Y 


ALA 
on — K>= - hl | 
2 "if 
A F, >» - - y {\ 
—_— = . WAALS *A\ "a 


4 
——\" Irebrand of Hell, firſt tind in Phlegeton, 
SIN By rhouland Furtes, & from thence out-thrown 
DIRFZ Into this world, to worke contuſion, 
And fet1t all on fire (by force vnknown) 
Is wicked Diſcord ; whoſe ſmall{parks, once blowne, 
None but a God, or god-hke man can lake; 
Such as was Orpheus, that when ſtrife was grown 
Amongſt thoſe Fanous impes of Greece, did take 
ths lituer Harp in hand, and ſhortly fricnds. themitake. 


Or {ich as that celeſtzall Plſalmaſtwas, | 
That when the wicked ficad his Lord tormented, - 
With heauenly notes, that did all other paſs, 
The out-rage of his furious fitrelented. 
Such mutick is wiſe words with time concented, 
To moderateſtiffe mindes, diſpos'd to {true : 
Stchas tharprudent Romane well invented, |! 
What rime his people into parts did riue, | 
Them reconc1l'd againe, and to their homes did dniue. 


Such vs'd wife Glauce to FR, wrathfull Knight, 

To calmethe tempeſt of his troubled thought: 

Yet Blandamour, with tearmes of foule deipight, 

And Paridell her fcornd, and ferat pought, 

And old and crooked, and not good tor ought. 

Both they vawife, and warckeſle of the cuill, 

That by themaſelues, vnto themſclues is wrought, 

Through that falle Witch, and that foule aged dreuul, 
The one a fiend, the other, an incarnate dewill. 


4 
With wharn, as they thus rode accompanide, 
They were encountred of a luftie: Knight, 
That had a goodly Lady by his fide, 
To whom he made greatdalliance anddelight. 
It was to weet the bold Sir Ferraugh hight, 
- : that from RI rea wry 
Theſn Blorimell, whoſe beauty bright 
Made hins fogine happy for ſo glorious theft; 
Yet was it indue triall but a wandring weft. 
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Which, when as Blandamour (whole fancie light 
Was alwaies flitting, as the wauering wind, 
After each beauty Yar __ inſight) 
Bcheld, efrſoones itpricxt his wanton mind 
With ſting of lutt, that reaſons eye did blind, 
Thatto Sir Paridell theſe words heſent; 
Sir knight, why ride yedumpiththus behind, 
Since ſo good fortune doth to you preſent 

So faire a ſpoyle, ro make you toyous meriment ? 


But Paridell, that had too latea triall 
Of the bad iffue of his counlell vaine, - 
Liſt not to harke, but made this faire deniall ; 
Laſt turne was mine, well proued to my paine: 
This now be yours, God fend you better gaine. 
Whoſe ſcoffed words he taking halfe in ſcorne, 
Fiercely forth prickt his ſteed, as in diſdaine 
Againſt that Knight, erc he him well could torne; 
By meanes whereof, he hath him lightly over-borne. 


7 
Who, with the ſaddaine ſtroke aſtomiſht ſore, 
Vpon the ground awhilein ſlumber lay ; 
The whiles, his Loue away the other bore, 
And ſhewing her, did Paridell vpbray; 
Lo, ſluggiſh Knight, the Victors happy pray : 
So fortune friends the bold. Whom Paridell 
Seeing ſo faire indeed (as he did lay) 
His hart with ſecret envy garto ſwell, 
And inly grudgeat him, that he had ſped fo well. 
8 


Nathl'effe, proud manhimfclfethe other deemed, 
Hauing fo peerelefleparagon ygot : 
For, ſurethefareſt Florimell kim ſeemed, 
To him was fallen for his happy lot, 
Whoſe like aliue onearth he weened not : 
Therefore he her did court, did ſerue, did wooe, 
With humbleſt ſaitthat he _— mot, 
 Andall things did deuiſe, and all things doo, 
That mightherloue prepare, and liking win theretoo. | 
R 3. 
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| 9 
Shee, inregard thereof, him recompenc't 
With golden words, and goodly countenance, 
And ſuch fond fauours ſparingly diſpenc't: 
Sometimes him blefling with alight eye-glance, 
' And coy lookes tempring with looſe dalliance 
Some-times eſtranging him in ſterner wiſe, 
That hauing caſt hum :n a fooliſh trance, 


Hee ſeemed brought to bed in Paradiſe, (wiſe. 
And prou'd himſelfe moſtfoole, in what hee ſeem'd moſt 
" 10 


So great a miſtreſſe of herart ſhee was, 
And perfectly pratiz'd in womans craft, 
That though therein himſelfe he thought to paſs, 
And by his falſe allurements wylic draft, 
Hadrthouſand women of their loue beraft, 
Yertnow hewasſurpriz'd : for, that falſe ſpright, 
Which thatſame Witch had in this forme engraft, 
Was ſo expert in euery ſubtile ſlight, 
Thatit could over-reach the wiſeſt earthly wight. 
II 
Yetheeto her did daily ſeruice more, 
Anddaily moredeceiued was thereby 3 
Yet Paridellhim envied therefore, 
As ſeeming plac't inſole felicitie : 
So blind is luſt, falſe colours to deſcry. 
But Ate ſoone diſcoucring his deſire, 
And finding now fit opportunity 
To ſtirvp ſtrife, twixtloue, and ſpight, andire, 
Did priuily put coales vnto his ſecret fire. 


I2 
By ſundry meanes there-to ſheprickthim forth; 
Now with remembrance of thoſe ſpightfull ſpeaches, 
Now with opinion of his owne more worth, 
Now with recounting of like former breaches 
Made in their friendſhip, as that Hag him teaches 2. 
Andeuer when has paſſion is allayd, 
She itreviues, and new occaſion reaches : 
That ona time, as they together way'd, 
Hee madchim open chalenge, and thus boldly fayd: 


I 

Too boaſtfull Blaudamoar, ©Y long I beare 

The opcn wrongs thou dooſt mee day by day ; 

Well know'ſt thou, when we friendſhip firſt did ſweare, 

The couenaunt was, that euery ſpoyle or pray 

Should equally beſhar'd betwixt vs tway : 

Where is my partthen of this Lady bright, 

V Vhom to thy ſelte thou takeſt quite away ? 

Render thercfore therein to me my right, 
Or anſwere for thy wrong, as ſhall fall outin fight, 

14 

Exceeding wroth thereat was Blandamour, 

And gan this bitter anſwere to him make; 

Too fooliſh Paridell, that fayreſt lowre 

Would'ſt gather faine,and yet no paines would'ſttake : 

But not ſo caſic will L herforſlake; - : 

This hand her wonne, this hand ſhall her defend. 

With that, they gan their ſhivering ſpeares to ſhake, 

And deadly points atcithers breaſt to bend, 
Forgetfull cach to hane been cuer others friend. 


CR — 


Is 

Their firy ſteeds, with ſo vntamed force, : 
Did beare them both to fell avenges end, 
That both their ſpeares with pittlefſe remorle, 
Through ſhield and maile, and haberjeon did wend, 
Andin theirfleſh a grieſly paſſagerend, 
That with the furie of their owne affrer, 
Each other horſe and man to ground did fend ; 
VVhere lying ſtill awhile, bot did forget 

T he perilous preſent ſtound, in which their lives were ſes; 

16 

As when two warlike Brigandines at ſea, 
VVith murdrous weapons arm'd to cruell fight, 
Doe meet together onthe watry lea, 

| Theyſtemmceach other with fo fell deſpight, 

That with the ſhock of their owne beedfelf: might, 
Their woodden ribs are ſhaken nigh aſunder ; 
They which from ſhorebchold the dreadful fight 
Of flaſhing fire, and hearethe ordenance thonder, 

Do greatly ſtand amaz'd atſuch ynwonted wonder. 


I7 
Atleneth, they both vpſtarted in amaze; 
As men awakedraſhly out of dreme, 
And round about themſelues awhile did gaze, 
Till ſeeing her, that Florimell did ſeeme, 
In doubt to whomſhe victory ſhould deeme, 
There-with their dulled ſprights they edg'd anew, 
And drawing both their ſwords with rage extrecme, 
Like two mad maſtiffes, each on other flew, (hew. 
And ſhields did ſhare, and mailes did rath, and helmes did 


18 
So furiouſly cach other did aflaile, 
As if their foules they would attonce haue rent 
Our of their breaſts, that ſtreames of bloud did raile 
Adowne, as if their ſprings of life were ſpent; 
That all the ground with purple bloud was {prenr, 
And ail their armours ſtaind with bloudy gore: 
Yetſcarcely once to breathe would they relent; 
So mortall was their malice and fo (ore, 


Become of fayned friendſhip which they vaw'd afore. 


I 

And that which is for Lakics meth beſitting, 

To ſtintall ſtrife, and foſter friendly peace, 

Was from thoſe Dames ſo far and fo vnfitting, 

As thatin ſtead of praying them ſurceaſe, 

They did much moretheir cruelty encreaſe; & 

Bidding them fight for honour of their loue, 

And rather die then Ladies cauſe releaſe. 

With which vaine termesſo much they did them moue, 
That both reſoly'dthe laſt extremities to proue. 


20 

There they (I weene) would fightvnrill this day, 

Had nota Squire (cuen he - 4 Squire of Dames) 

By greatadyenture trauelled that way ; 

Who ſecing both benttoſo bloudy games, 

And both of old wellknowing by their names, 

Drew nigh, to weet the cauſe of their debate: 

And firſt, layd on thoſe Ladies thouſand blames, 

That did notſeeke t'appeaſe their deadly hate, 
But gazed on their harmes, notpitrying their eſtate. , 

An 


(ant. ITT. 


THE FAERIE QVEENE. 


21 
And then, thoſe Knights he humbly did beſeech 
To ſtay their hands, till he awhile had ſpoken : 
Who lookr alittle vpat that his ſpeech, 
Yet would not let therr bartell ſo be broken, 
Both greedy fierce on otherto be wroken. 
Yet he to them fo earneſtly did call, 
And them comiur'd by fome well known token, 
That they ar laſt,thejr wrothfull hands lerfall, 
Content to heare him ſpeake, and glad to reſt withall. 


"22 
Firſt, he defir'd their cauſe of ſtrife to ſee : 
They ſaid, it was for loue of Florimell. 
Ah! gentle knights, quoth he, how may that bee, 
And ſheto farre aſtray, as none can tell. 
Fond Squire, tull aogry then ſaid Paridell, 
Secſt notthe Lady there beforethy face 2 
Hee looked backe, and her aviſing well, 
VVeend as heſaid,by thather outward grace, 
That fayreſt Florimell was preſent there 1n place. 
2 
Glad man was heto ſee thar 7 INES fiohr 
(For, none alive but ioy'd in Florimell) 
And lowely to her louting, thus behight; 
Fareſt of faire, that fureneſle dooſt exccll, 
This happy day [ haueto greet you well, 
In which you late | ſee, whom thouſand Jate 
Miſdoubred loſt through miſchiefe thatbefell; 
Long may you hue in health and happy ſtate. 
Shee little aunſ{wer'd him, bur lightly did agerate. 
24 
Then, turning to thoſe Knights, he gan anew; 
And you Sir Blandamour and Parka 5 
That for this Lady preſent in your view, 
Hauerays'd this cruell warre and out-ragefell, 
Certes (mee {cemes) been notadviſed well : 
But rather ought in friendſhip for her ſake 
To ioyne your force, their forces to repell 
That (eeke perforce herfromyou both to take; 
And of your gotten ſpoyle, their owne triumph to make. 
2 


5 
There-at, Sir Blandamour, with count'nance ſterne, 
All Full of wrath, thus fiercely him beſpake ; 
Aread, thou Squire, that I the man may learne, 
That dare fro mee thinke Florimell to take. 
Not one, quoth he, but many doepartake 
Heerein, as thus: Ir lately ſo befel!, 
That Satyrane a girdle did vp-take, +» 
VVell knowne to appertaineto Florimel! ; 
Which for her lake he wore, as him beſceemed well. 


2 

But, whenas ſhee herſelfewas loſt and gone, 

Full many Knights, thatloued herlike deare, 

Therear did greatly grudge, that he alone 

Thartloſt fayre Ladies ornament ſhould weare, 

And gan therefore cloſe ſpight to him to beare: 

Which he to ſhun, and ſtop vile envies mo 

Hath lately caus'd to be proclaim'd eachwhere 

A ſolemne feaſt, with publique rurneying, 
To which all knights with them their Ladies are to bring, 


27 
And of them all, ſhee thatis faireſt found, 
Shall haue that golden girdle forreward ; 


And of thoſe Knights who is moſt ſtout on ground, 


Shall to that faireſt Lady be prefard. 

Sith therefore ſhe herlelte is now your ward, 

To youthat ornament of hets pertaines, 
Aguinſtall thoſe thatchalenge tro gard, 

And ſauec her honour with your ventrous paines ; 


Thar ſhall you win more glory, then ye here find gaines, 
28 


When they the reaſon of his words had hard, 
They gan abate the rancour of their rage, 
And with their honours and their loues regard, 
The furious flames of malice to aſſwage. 
Tho, each to other did his fuith engage, 
Like faithfull friends thence-fotth to ioynein one 
With all their force, and battell ſtrong to Wage 
Gunſt all thoſe knights, as their profelled fone, 
That chaleng'd ought in Florimell, {aue they alone. 
So well accorded, forth they rode together 
In friendly ſort, that laſted but awhile; 
And of all old diſſikes they made faire weather : 
Yetall was forg'd, and [pred with golden foyle, 
T hat vnder it hid hate and hollow guile. 
Ne certes can that friendſhip long endure, 
How-euer gay and goodly be the ſtile, 
Thatdothill cauſe orcwill end enure : 
For, vertue is the band, that binderh harts moſt ſure. 


©) 
Thus, as they marched all p cloſe diſguiſe 
Of fained loue, they chaunc't to oyer-take 
Two knights, that linked rode inlouely wiſe, 
As ifthey lecret counſcls did partake ; 
And each not farre bchind him had his Make, 
To weet, two Ladies of moſt goodiy hew, 
That twixt themlelues did gentlepurpoſe make, 
Vomindfull both of that diſcordfull crew, 
The which with ſpecdie pale did after them purſew. 


I 

Who, as they now aeradial nigh at hand, 
Deeming them congey as they did appeare, 
They ſent that Squire afore, to vaderſtand 
What mote thweba : who viewing them more neare 
Returned ready newes, that tho{cfame were 
Two of theproweſt Knights in Faery lond, 
And thoſe two Ladies their two Louers deare, 
Couragious Cambell, and ſtout Triamond, 

With Canacee and Cambine, linkt in louely bond. 

2 

Whylome;, as antique ſtories tellen vs, 
T hoſe two were focs, the felloneſt on ground, 
And battell made, the draddeſt dangerous 
Thateucr ſhilling trumpet did reſound; 
Though nowtheir afts be no where to befound, 
As thatrenowmed Poetthem compiled, 
VVith warlike numbers, and Heroick found, 
Dan Chaucer (Well of Engliſh vndefiled) 

On Fames eternall bead-roll worthy to be faled. 

R 4. - 
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But wicked Time, that all & (H thoughts doth waſte, 
And workes of nobleſt wits to nought out-weare, 
That famous moniment hath quite defac't, 

And robd the world of threa{ure endleſle deare, 
The which mote haue enriched all vs heare. 

O curſed E1d ! the canker-worme of writs ; 
How may thele rimes (fo rude as doth appeare) 
Hope to endure, {ith workes of heauenly wits 


Are quite deuour'd, and broughtto nought by little bits ? 


34 

Then pardon, © moſt ſacred happy fparit, 
That I thy Jabours loſt may thus reviue, 
And ſtealefrom thee the meed of thy due merit, 
That none durſt euer whil'ſt thou waſt alue, 
And beeing dead, in vaine yet many ſtriue ; 
Ne dare I like, butthrough infuſion ſweet 
Of thine owne ſpirit (which doth in me ſurviue) 
I follow heere the footing of thy feet, 


That with thy meaning fo I may the rather meet. 


5 
Cambelloes ſiſter was faire ly 
That was the learnedſt Lady in her dayes, 
Well ſeencin cuery Science that mote bee, 
And euery ſecret worke of Natures wayes, 
In witty riddles, and in wiſe ſoothſayes, 
In power of herbes,and tunes of beaſts and burds: 
And (that augmented all herother prayle) 


Shee modeſt was in all her deeds and words, 


And wondrous chaſte of hfe,yet loy'd of Knights & Lards. 
6 


Full many Lords, and many Knights her loued, 
Yet ſhe to none of them her bking lent, 
Ne euer was with fond aft: ion moued, 
Butrul'd her thoughts with goodly goueromentr, 
For dread of blame, and honours blemiſhment : 
And cke vnto herlookes a law ſhe made, 
That none of them once outof order went; 
But like to warie Centonels well ſtayd, 
Still watcht on cuery fide, of ſecret focs affraid. | 


r 9 

So much the more as ſhe retus'd toloue, 
So much the more ſhe loued was and ſought, 
That oftentimes vnquiet ſtrife did moue | 
Amongſt her Loucrs, andgreatquarrels wrought : 
That oft for her in bloudie armes they fought. 
Which, when-as Cambell (that was ſtout and wiſe) 
Perceiu'd would breed great nuſchiefe, hebethought 
How to preuent the penill that moteriſe, 

And turne both him and her to honour in this wiſe. 

8 

One day, when all that eve of war-bke wooers 
Aſſembled were, to weet whoſe ſhee ſhould bee; 
All mightie men, and dreadfull derring doocrs 
(The harder it to make thema well agrec) 
Amongſt them allthis end he did decree; 
That of them all which loue to her did make, 
They by conſentſhould chuſe theſtoureſt three, 

That with himſelfeſhould combat for her ſake, 
And of them all, the Vitor ſhouldhis fiſter take. 


S 
© 6 


C— 


Bold was the chalenge, as blelfe was bold, 
And courage full of haughty hardimcar, 
Approucd oft in perils manifold, 
Which hee atchieu'd to his great ornament : 
Bur yet his fiſters skill ynto him lent 
Moſt confidence and hope of happy ſpeed, 
Conceiued by a ring, which ſhee him ſent; 
That mongſt the many vertues (which wereed) 
Had power to ſtaunch all wounds that morrally did blecd. 


40 
Well was that rings greatyertue knowen to all; 
That dread thereof, and his redoubted might, 
Did all that youthly rout ſo much appall, 
That none of them durſt yndertake the fight : 
More wiſe they weend to make of loue 46; ght, 
Then life to hazard for faire Ladies looke ; 
And yet vncertaine by ſuch outward ſight 
(Though for her ſake they all thatperill tooke) 
Whether ſhe would them loue, or in herliking brooke. 


41 

Amongſt thoſe Knights, there were three brethrea bold 
(Three bolder brethren neuer were ybornc) 
Bornc of one mother in one happy mold, 
Borne at one burden in one happy morne; 
Thrice happy mother, and thrice happy morne, 
That borethree ſuch, three ſuch not to be fond: 
Her name was Agape, whoſe children werne 
All threeas one ; the firſt hight Priamond, 

The ſecond, Diamond, the youngeſt, Triamond. 


42 
Stout Priamond, but not fo ſtrong to ſtrike ; 
Strong Diamond, but notlo ſtout a knight ; 
But Triamond was ſtout and ſtrong alike : 
On horſe-backe vied Triamond to fight, 
And Priamond on foot had more alight, 
But horſe and foote knew Diamond to wield : 
With curtax vſed Diamend to {mite, 
And Triamond to handle ſpeare and ſhield, 
But ſpeare and curtax both ys'd Priamond in field. 


4 

Theſethree did loue each KA dearely well, 

And with ſo firme afteQion were allide, 

As if but one ſoule in them all did dwell, 

Which did her powreinto three parts divide ; 

Like three faire branches budding far and wide, 

Thatfrom oneroot deriu'd their vitall ſap : 

Andlike that rootthatdoth her life divide, 

Their mother was, and had full bleſſed hap, 
Theſe three ſo noble babes to bring forth at oneclap. 


44 

Their mother was a Fay, and had the skill 
Offſecrertthings, and all the powres of Nature, 
Which ſhee by art could vſevnto her will, 
And to her {eruice bind each living creature, 
Through ſecret vaderſtanding of their feature. 
There-to ſhee was right faire, when-ſo her face 
Shee liſt diſcouer, and of goodly ſtature; 
Bur ſhe (as Fayes arewont) in priuy place 

Did ſpcnd her dayes, and lav'd in foreſts wilde to ſpace. : 

There 
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There, on aday,a noble youthly knight, Where-at ſhe ſore affrayd, yet her beſoughs 


Seeking adventures inthe ſalvage wood, 
Did by great fortune ger of her the ſight, 
As ſheeſate carelefle by a cryſtallflood, 
\ -Combingher golden lockes, as ſeem'd hergood : 
And-vnawares vpon herlaying hold, 
That ſtroue invainehimlong to haue withſtood, 


To graunt her boone, andrigour to abate, | 

Thar the might ſee ber childrens thrids forth brought, 
And know the meaſure of their vtmoſt date, | 
To them ordained by etexnall Fate. | 

Which Clotho graunring, ſhewed her the ſame: 

That when ſhee ſaw, it did her much amate, 


Opprefled her, and there (as tis told) (bold. To ſeetheir thrids fo thin, as {pydersffame, 
Got theſe three loucly-babes, that prov'd three champions And ekeſo ſhort, thatſeem'd their ends out ſhortly came. 
3 46 | {2 0 ET 
VVhich ſhee, with her, long foſtredin thatwood, She then began them humbly to intreate 


Till that to ripenetfle of mans ſtate they grew : 
Then ſhewing forth ſignes of their fathers blood, 
They loued armes, and kmght-hood did enſew, 
Seekingadventureswheretheyany knew. 

Which when their mother ſaw, ſhe gan to doubt 
Their faferie; leaſt by ſearching dangers new, 
And raſh prouoking perils all 6 66 


To draw them longer out, and better twine, 

Thatſo their lives might þeprolonged late. 

But Lachefischereat gan torepine, | 
And ſayd, Fond Dame, thatdeem'ſt ofthings divine 
As of humane, that they may aitred bee, * - 
And chang'd at pleaſureforthofe Impes ofthine.. 
Not fo ; for, what the Fates doe once decree, 


Their daies mote be abbridged throgh their courage ſtout. Notall the Gods can change, nor love himlclte can free. 


47 EE 
Therefore, deſirous th'end of all their dayes Then ſith, quoth ſhe, the tearme of each mans life 


To knowe, and them t'enlarge with long extent, 
By wondrous kill, and many hidden wayes, 
To the three fatall Siſters houſe ſhe wenr. 
Farre vnder ground from tract of liuing went, 

' Downein the bottom of the deepe Abyſs, 
Where Demogorgonin dull darkneſle pent, 
Farre from the view of Gods and heauens bliſs, 


For noughe may leflened norenlarged bee, 
Graunt this, that when ye ſhred with fatail knife 
His line, which 1s the eldeſt of the three, 
Which is ot them the ſhorreſt, as I ſee, 
Eftloones his life may paſleinto the next : 

An whenthe next ſhall likewiſe ended bee, 
Thar both their lines may likewiſe be annext 


| The hideous Chaos keepes, their dreadful dwelling js. Vnto the third, that his may ſo be trebbly wext. 
6 | 
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There ſhee them found, all fitting roundabout They graunted it; and then that carefull Fay 


The dircfull diſtafte ſtanding 1n the mid ; 
And with ynwearied fingers drawing out 

The lines of life, from luing knowledge hid. 
Sad Clotho held the rocke, the whiles the thrid 
By grieſly Lacheſss was ſpun with paine, 

That cruell Atropos eftfoones vadid, 
With curſed knife cutting the twiſt in twaine : 


Departed thence with full contented mind; 
And comming home, inwarlhke freth array 
Them found all three according to their kind: 
But vnto thenx what deſtiny. was aſign'd, 

Or how their liues were eckt, ſhee did not tell; 
But euexmore, when ſhee fir ame could find, 
She warned them to tend their [afeties well, 


Moſt wretched me, whoſe dayes depend on thrids ſo yaine Andloue each other deare;what-cuerthem befell: 


49 54 - 
Shee them ſaluting; there by them fate ſtill, So did theyſurely during all their dayes, | 


Bcholding how the thrids of life they ſpan : 
And whcan artlaſt ſhe had beheld her fill, 
Trembliog in hart, and looking pale and wan, 
Her cauſe of comming ſheet tel] began. 

To whom, fierce Atropos; Bold Fay, that durſt 
Come ſee the lecret of the life of Man, 

VVell woorthy thou to be of Joue accurſt, 


And cke thy childrens thrids tobe afunder burſt. Butrather will rcſerue it for a Cantg new. _ 
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And neuer diſcord did amongſt themfall 3 
Which much augmented all their other praiſe. 
And now-tincreale affeQtion natural, 

In loue of Canacee they _ all: 

Vpon which graundt1sfame great battellgrew 
(Great matter growing of beginning ſmall; ) 
The which for length L will not kereputlew, 
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TGA Why doe wretched men ſo much deſire 
C&S To draw their dayes vnto the vtmoſt date, 

4 And doe not rather wiſh them ſoone Expire, 
S Knowing the miſery of theireſtate, 
| d And thouſand perils which them ſtill awate, 

Tofling themhike a boate amid the Maine, 

Thar euery howrethey knockat Dearhes gate? 

And hee that happy ſeemes, andIeaſtin paine, 
Yeris as nigh his end, as he that moſt doth plaine. 


be} 
Therefore this Bay I hold butfond and yaine, 
The which'in ſeeking for her children three 
Long life, thereby did more prolong their paine : 
Yertwhil'ſtthey liued, none did euer fee 
More happy creatures theh they ſeetn'd ro bee, 
Nor more ernobled for their curtciic: 
T hat madethem dearely lov'd of cach degree; 
Ne morerenowmed for their cheualrie : | 


That made them dreaded much of all menfarreandnie. 


Theſethree that hardic chafles gctooke in hand, 
For Canacee with Cambell for to fight : | 
The day was ſer, that all might %=, ITY 
And pledges pawndtheſamero keepearight. 
Thar day (the dreddeſt y that living wight 
Did cuter ſeevpon this world to ſhine) 

So ſoone as heauens window ſhewed light, 
Theſe warlike Champions, all-in armour ſhine, 
Aſſembled were in field, the challengeto define. 


| 4 
The field with liſtes mo _ enclos'd, 
To barrethe eo arre away; 
And at th'one fide ſix ladpes were Kiſpos'd , 
To view and deeme the deeds of armed that day: 
And on the other fide, in freſh array, 
Faire Canacee vpon a ſtately ſtage - 
Was ſer, to ſee the fortuneofthat fray, 
And to be ſeene, as hismoſtworthy wage, 
Thar could berpurchaſc with his liucs advcatur'd gage. 
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5 
Then centred Cambell firſt into the liſt, 
With ſtatcly ſteps, and fearelefle countenance, 
As if the conqueſt his he ſurely wiſt. 
Soone after,d1d the brethren three advance, 
In braueatray, and goodly amenance, 
With ſcutchins gilt, and banners broad diſplayd': 
And marching Fri ce it warlike ordinance, 
 _ Thricelouted lowely tothe noble Mayd, 
The whiles ſhrill trumpets & loud clarions ſiveetly playd. 
6 
Which doen, the doughty Chalenger came forth, 
All arm'd to poynt his chalengeto aber; 
Gainſt whom, Sir Priamond with equall worth, 
Andequall armes himſclfe did forward ſer. 
A trumpet blew; they both together mer, 
With dreadfullforce, and furious intent, 
Carelecfle of perill in their fierce affret, 
As if tharlife to lofſe they had forelent, 
And cared not to ſpare, that ſhould be ſhortly ſpent. 


7 
By 67 was Sir Priamond in fight, 
Andthroughly skild in ve of ſhield andſpeare; 
Ne leſſe approved was Cambelloes might, 
Neleſle his skill in weapons did appeare, 
That hard it was to weene which harder were. 
Full many mighty ſtrokes on either fide 
Were ſent, thatſeemed death in them to beare: 
But they were both ſo watchfull and well eyde, 
That they avoyded were, and yainely by did lyde. 
8 . 


Yet one of many was ſo ſtrongly bent 

By Priamond, that with vnlucky glaunce, 

Through Cambe!s ſhoulder it vnwarely went, 

That forced him his ſhield to diſadyaunce : 

Much was hee grieued with thatgracelefſe chaunce 

Yetfrom thewound no drop of bloud there fell, 

Bur wondrous paine, that did the more enhaunce 

His haughty courage toavengement fell: (fell. 
Smart daunts not mightic harts , but makes them more by 

Wi 
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I 
With thar, they both gker fiercely mer, 
| Asif thateach meant other to deuoure ; 
And with their axes both ſo ſorely bet, 
That neitherplatenor maile, where-as their powre 
They felt, could once ſuſtaine the hideous ſtowre, 
But rived were, like rotten wood aſunder, _ 
Whilſt through their rifts the ruddy bloud did ſhowre, 
And fre did flaſh, like lightning after thunder, 
Tharfild the lookers on attonce withruth and wonder. 
16 
As when two Tigers prickt with hungers rage, 
Huue by eras found ſome beaſts freſh ſpoyle, 
On which they weene theirfamineto allwage, 
And gaineafeaſtfull guerdon of their toyle, 
Both falling out,doe ſtirre vp ſtrife-full broyle, 
And cruell battelltwixtthemſclues doe mk, 
Whiles neither lets the othertouch theſoyle, 
But either ſ{deignes with other to partake : 
So cruelly theſe Knights ſtroue for that Ladies ſake. 


g 
Wirth that, his poynantſpeare he fierce aventred, 
With doubled force cloſe vnderneath his ſhield, 
That through the mayles into has thighitentred, + 
And therearreſting, ready way did yield, 
For bloud to guſh forth on the graſlie field ; 
That he for paine himlelfen'ote rightyp-reare, 
But to and fro in greatamazementreel'd, 
Like an old Oake, whole pith and fap is ſeare, 
Ar puffe at cuery ſtorme doth ſtagger here and there. 


10 
Whom ſo diſmaid when Cambell had eſpide, 
Againe he droue at him with double might, 
That nought moteſtay the ſteele, till in his fide 
Themortall poynt moſt cruelly empight : 
Where faſt infixed, whilſt he ſought * ſlight 
It forth to wreſt, the ſtaffe aſunder brake, \ 
And leftthe head behind : with which deſpight 
Hee all enrag'd, his ſhiuering ſpeare did ſhake, 
And charging lum afrcſh, thus felly him beſpake 3 
II 


Lo fuitour, there thy meede vnto thee take, 
The meed of thy ruſchalenge and aber: 
Not for thine owne, but for thy ſiſters ſake, 


7 
Full many ſtroakes, that mortally were ment, 
The whiles wereenterchanged twixtthem two ; 
Yet they wereall with ſo good wariment 


Or warded, or avoyded andlet goe, 
That ſtill the life ſtood feareleile ofher foe : 
Till Diamond,difdeigning long delay 
Of doubrfull fortune wauering to and fro, 
Reſoly'd toend it one or other way ; 
And heau'd his murdrous axe athim with mighty ſway. 


Hane I thus long thy life vnto thee let: 

But to forbeare,doth not forgiue the det. 

The wicked weapon heard his wrathfull vow; 

And paſſing forth with furious affret, 

Pearc't through his beuer quiteinto his brow, 
That with the force it backward forced him to bow. 


18 
The dreadfull ſtroake, in caſe ithad arriued, 
. Where it was meant (fo deadly was it ment) 

The ſoule had ſure outof his body rived, 

And ſtinted all the ſtrife incontinent. 

But Cambels fate thatfortune did preuent : 

For, ſeeing it at hand, heſwaru'd afide, 

Ando gaue way vnto his fell intent : 

Who,miſling of the marke which he had eyde, | 
Was with theforce nigh feld, whilſt his right foot did lide. 


12 

There-with aſunder inthe mid{tit braſt, 

Andin his hand nought but the troncheonleft; 

The other halfe behind yet ſticking faſt, 

Out of his head-peece Cambell fiercely rett: 

And with ſuch fury back athim it heft, 

That making way vnto his deareſt life, 

His weaſand pipe it through his gorget cleft : 

 Thenceſtreames of purple bloud, ifſuing rife, 

Let forth his weary ghoſt, and made anend of ſtrife. 


I 
As when a Vulture greedy of his pray, 
Through hunger long, that hartto him doth lend, 
Strikes at an Heron with all his bodies way, 
That from his force ſeemes nought may it defend ; 
The wary fowle,that ſpies him toward bend, 
His dreadful] ſouſe avoydes, it ſhunning light, 


And maketh him his wing1n vaineto ſpend; 


1 
His weary ohoſt,aſſoyld fi fleſhly band, 
Did not (as others wont) directly fly 
Vato her reſt in Plutoes griefly land; 
Ne into ayre did vaniſh preſently, 
Ne changed was into a ſtarre in Sky : 
But through traduction was eftſoones deriued, 


Like as his mother prayd the Deſtinie, 


Into his other brethren, that ſurviued ; That with the weight of his owne weeldicfle might, 
In whom he liu'd anew, of former life depriued. He llethoigh to ground, and ſcarce recouereth fight. 
1 20 0 
Whom, when on ground his brothet nextbeheld, Which faire adventure when Cambello ſpide, 
Though {ad and ſory for ſo heauy fight, Full lightly, erehimſelfe he could recover, 
Yet leaue vnto his ſorrow did not yield: From dangers dread to ward his naked fide, *_ 
But rather ſtird to vengeanceand deſpight, He canlet driue at him with all his power, 6+: 


And with his axe him ſmote in euillhowre, . 
Thatfrom his ſhoulders quite his head he reft : 
The headlefle trunk, as heedlefle of that ſtower, 
Stood ſtill awhile, and his faſt footing kepr, 

Till feeling life to faile, it fell, and deadly flepr. 


Through ſecret feeling of his generous ſpright, 
Ruſht iercely forth, s battell to renew, 
As inreuerſion of his brothers right; 
And chalengingthe Virginas his dew. 

His foc was ſoone addreſt: the trumpets freſhly blew. 


They 
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They, which that pittiors ſpeRtacle beheld, 
V Vere muchamarz'd the head-lefle trunke to ſee 
Stand vp ſo long, and weapon vaineto weld, 
Vnweeting of the Fates divinedecree, 
For lifes ſuccefiton in thoſe brethren three. 
For, notwithſtanding that one ſoule was reft, 
Yet had the body not diſmembred bee, 
It would haue lived, and reviued eft; 
Bur, finding no fit ſeate, thelife-leſle corſe itleft, 
22 
It left; but that ſame ſoule which therein dwelt, 
Straight entring into Triamond, him fild 
With double hte, and griefe ; which when he felt, 
As onewhoſeinner parts had been ythrild 
With poynt of ſtecle, thatcloſe his hart-bloud ſpild, 
Helightly hos out of his place of reſt, 
Andruſhing forth into the empry field, 
Againſt Cambello fiercely him addreſt ; 
Who, him affronting, ſoone to fight was ready preſt. 


2 

Well mote yewonder, how w noble Knight 

After he had ſo often wounded beene, 

Could ſtand on foot, now to renew the fight. 

But had ye then him forth adyauncing ſcene, 

Some new-borne wight ye would him ſurely weene : 

So freſh he ſeemed, and fo fiercein fight; 

Like as a Snake, whom weary Winters teene 

Hath worne to nought, nowfecling Sommers might, 
Caſts offhis ragged skin, and freſhly doth him dighr, 

24 

All was through vertue of the ring he wore, 

The which not onely did not from him let 

One drop of bloud to fall, bur did reſtore 

His weakned powers, anddulled ſpirits whet, 

Through working of the ſtonetherein _ 

Elſe how could one of cquall mightwith moſt, 

Apainſt ſo many nolefle mighty met, 

Once thinke to match three ſuch on equall coſt 2 
Three ſuch as able were to matcha puiſlant hoſt. 


25 
Yet nought thereof was Triamond adred, 
Nedeſperate of glorious viftory, . 
But ſharply him afſayld, and ſore beſted, 
VVith heapes of ſtroakes, which he at him letfly, 
As thicke as hayleforth poured from the sky : 
He ſtrookehe fouſt,he fond, he hew'd; helaſht, 
And did his iron brond fo faſt apply, 
That from the ſame the fiery ſparkles flaſhr, 
As faſt as water-ſprinkles gainſt a rock aredaſht 


2 

Much was Cambellodaunted with his blowes : 

So thick they fell, and forcibly wereſent, 

That he was forc't (from danger of the throwes) 

Backe to retire, and ſome-what to relent, 

Till th'heat of his fierce fury he had ſpent: 

V Vhich when for want of breath ganto abate, 

He then afreſh, with new encouragement, 

Did him aſlaile, and mightily amate, 
As faſt as forward carſt, now backward to retrate. 


oo 


—_— 


27 

Like as the tyde that comes tro th'Ocean maine, 
Flowes vp the Shenan with contrary force, 
And ovyer-ruling him in his owneraine, 
Driues backethe current of his kindly courſe, 
And makes itſeemeto haue ſome a7 ow ſ{ourſe : 
But when the floud is ſpent, then backe againe 
His borrowed waters ftorc't to redisbourte, 
He ſends the ſea his owne with double gaine, 

And tribute eke withall, as to his Soueraigne. 

28 

Thus did the battell vary to and fro, 
VVith diuerſe fortune doubtfull to be deemed : 
Now this the better had, now had his foe; 
Then he halfe yanquiſht, then the other ſeemed; 
Yet Victors both themlelues alwartes eſteemed. 
Andallthewhile, the diſentrayled bloud 
Adowne their fides like littleriuersſtremed; 
Thar with the waſting of his vitall flood, 

Sir Triamond at laſt, full faint and feeble ſtood. 


2 
But Cambell ſti]l more Arong and greater grew, 
Nefelthis bloud to waſte, ne powres ewperiſht, 
Through that rings vertue,thatwith vigour new, 
Still when as he enfeebled was, him cheriſh, 
And all his wounds, and all his bruſes guariſht: 
Like as a withered tree through husbands toyle 
Is often ſeene full freſhly to have floritht, 
And fruitfull apples to haue borne awhile, 
As freſh as whenit firſt was planted inthe ſoyle. 


fo) 

Through which PEO, his ſtrength he role, 

And ſmote the other with ſo wondrous ny ghr, 

That through the ſeame, which did his hauberk cloſe, | 

Into bis throat and life it pierced quight, | 

That dowae he fel, as dead in all mens ſight: 

Yetdead he was not, yct he ſure did die, 

As all men doe; thatloſe the liuin ſpright: 

So did one ſoule out of his body oy 
Vnto her natiue home, from morrtall miſery. 


| I 
But natheleſle, whilſt all as lookers on 
Him dead behight, as he to all appear'd, 
All vnawares he ſtarted vp anon, 
As one that had out of a dreame beenerear'd, 
Andrcſh afſayld his foe; who halfe affeard 
Ofth'vncouth ſight, as hee ſome ghoſt had ſeene, 
Stood ſtill amaz'd, holding his idle fweard; 
Till hauing often by him ſtriken beene, 
He forced was to ſtrike, and ſauce himſelfe from tecne. 
2 
Yet,from thence-forth PRs + warily he fought, 
As one in feare the Stygian gods offend, 
Ne follow'd on ſo faſt, but rather ſought ” 
Himlſelfe to ſaue, and dangerto defend, 
Then life and labour bothin vaineto ſpend. 
Which Triamond perceiuing, weened {ure 
He gan to faint, toward thebatrels end, 
And that he ſhould notlong on foote endure; 
A ſigne which didto him the victorieaflure. 7 
| Wheredf 
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RED 

Whereof full blithe, eftſoones his mighty hand 
He heay'd on high, in mind with that ſame blowe 
To make an end of all that did withſtand :. 
Which Cambell ſeeing come, was nothing lowe 
Him ſelfe to ſaue from that ſo deadly throwe 
And at that inſtant reaching forth his ſword 
Cloſe vnderneath his ſhielq, that ſcarce did ſhowe, 
Strook him, as hehis hand to ſtrikevp-reard, 


Inth'arm-pit ful, that through both ſides the woiid appeatd. 


4 
Yet ſtill that direfull irakekeve on his waic, 
Andfulling heauy on Cambelloes creſt, 
Strooke him ſo hugely, that in ſ\wowne he lay, 
And in his head an hideous wound impreſt : 
And ſure,had-it not happily found reft 
Vpon the brim of his broad plated ſhield, 
It would haue cleft his braine downe to his breſt, 
So both art oncefell deadvpon the field, 
And eachtoatherſeem'd the victory to yield. 


Which when as all the wat on beheld, - 
They weened ſure the warre was atan end, 
And Iudgesroſe, and Marſhals of the field 
Broke vp the liſtes, their armes away torend 3 
And Canacee gan waylc her deareſt friend. 
All tuddenly they both'vpſtarted light, 
The one out of the ſwownd, which him did blend, 
The other breathing nowanother ſpright, _ 
And fiercely each aflayling, gan afreſhto fight. 
- 


Long while rhey then coined inthatwize, 
As if but thenthe barrell had begonne: . . 
Strokes, wounds,wards, weapons, allthey did deſpiſe, 
Ne either car'd toward, or perillſhonne, 
Deſirous both to haue the battel] donne ; 
Ne either cared lite to ſave or ſpill, 
Ne which of them did winne, ne which were wonne. 
So weary, both of fightipg had their fill, 
That life irſelfe ſeem'd loathlome, and long ſafety ill. 


7 
Whilſt thus the caſe in Joub mull ballance hong, 
”” "Yaſureto whether fidecit would incline, 
Andall mens eyes and hearts which there among 
Stood gazivg, filled were with ruefull tine, 
* And ſecret feare to ſee their fatall fine; 
All ſuddenly they heard a troublous noylſe, 
Thatſeem'd ſome perilous tumult to define, 
Confus'd with womens cries, and ſhouts of. boyes, 
Such as the troubled Theaters oft-times annoyes. 


Thereatthe Champions both ſtood ſul a ſpace, 
To weeten what that ſudden clamour ment; 
Lo, where they {pide with ſpeedy whirling paſe, - 
One in a charetof ſtrange furniment, 
Towards them driuing [ike aſtorme our ſent. 
The charetdecked was in wondrous wiſe, 
With gold and many a gorgeous ornament, 
After the Perſian Monarks antique guiſe 

Such as the maker ſelfec could beſt by art deuile. 


——__ 


And drawne it was (that R./ istotell) 
Of two grim lions, taken fromthe wood, 
In which theirpowre all others did excell; 
Now made forget their former cruell mood, 
T'obey their riders heſt, as ſeemed good. 
And thercinſate a Lady paſſing faire 
And bright, that ſeemed borne of Angels brood, 
And with her beauty,bounty did compare, 
Whether of them in her ſhould hauethe greater ſhare; 


©) 
Thereto ſhe learned was in Ma icke leare, 
And all the artes, thatſubtillwits diſcouer, 

. Hauing therein been trayned many ayeare, 
And well inſtructed b ihe Fay her mother, 
Thatin the ſame ſhe farre exceld all other. 
Who vnderſtandipg by her mighty art, | 
Of th pegs 1 which her deareſt brother 
Now ſtood, came forthin haſteto take his part, 


And pacifiethe ſtrife, which cauſd ſo deadly ſmart. 


41 
And as ſhe paſſed through th'vnraly preace. - 
Of people; thrapging thicke her to behold, .. 
Her angry teame breaking their bonds of peace, .. 
Greatheapes of them, like ſheepe in narrowfold, 
For haſte did ouer-runne, in duſt enrould; 
That thoroughrude confuſion of the rout, .., . -. _ 
Some fearing ſhriekr, ſame being harmed hould, 
Somelaught for ſport, forme did for wonder ſhout, . 
And ſome that would ſeem wiſe,their wonder turnd todout, 


2 
In herright hand aradaforn fro, #1; 
About the which two Serpents weren wound, 
Eatrayled mutually in louely lore, -- - 
Ang by the tayles together firmely bound, - 
And both were with oneolue garland crownd, 
Like to the rod which Maizs ſonnedothwicld,.. 
Wherewith the helliſhfiends he doth confound. 
And in her otherhand a cup ſhe hild, - - ,, 
The which was with Nepenthe to the brim vp-fild. 


4 

Nepenthe is a drink of fovaians grace, 

Deuized by the gods ; forto aflwage 

Hearts griefe, and bitter gall away to chace, 

Which ſtirs vp anguiſhand contentious rage : 

In ſtead therof, fweetpeace and quiet age 

It doth eſtabliſh in the troubled mind. 

Fewe men, but ſuch as ſober are and ſage, 
. Areby the godstodrinkthereofaflyn'd ;- 
But ſuch as drink, eternall happineſle do finde, 


; ua 44 ) 
 Suchfamous men, fach Worthies of the earth, 


As Towe will haue aduaunced to the skie, IP 
And there made gods, though borneof mortall berth, 
For their high merits and greatdignity , 
Are wont, before they may to heauen flie, 
To drink hereof; whereby ,all cares forepaſt 
Are waſht away quite from their memory. 

_ Sodid thoſe olde Heres hereof taſte, 

—_ that they in bliſs amongſt the gods were plac't. - 

Mu 
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204 THE FOVRTH BOOKE OF 


Cant. 111, 


45 
Much more of price and of more gracious powre 
Is this, then thatſame water of Ardenne , 
The which Rinaldo dranke in happy houre, 
Deſcribed by thatfamaus Tuſcane penne : 
For, that haq might to change the hearts of men 
Froloue to hate, a change of ewill choi'e : 
But this doth hatred make in loue to brenne, 
And heauy heart with comfort dothreioyce. 
Who would not to this vertue rather yeeld his yore? 
46 
Atlaſt, arriuing by theliftes fide, 
She with her rod did ſoftly [mite theraile ; 
Which ſtreightflew ope, and gane herway toride. 
| Eftfoones our of her Coach ſhe gan availe, 
And pafing fairely forth did bid All haile, 
Firſt to her brother, whom ſhe loued deare, 
Thatſo to ſee him made herheartto quaile : 
And nextto Cambell, whoſe {ad ruefull cheare 
Made her to change her hew, ane ddenlouetappeare. 


| 47 
They lightly herrequir (for, ſmall delight 
They had as then herlong to entertaine.) 
And eftthem turned both againe to fight. 
Which when ſhe ſawe, downe on the bloudy Plaine 
Her ſelfe ſhe threw, and teares gan ſhed amaine; 
Amongſther tcares immixing prayers mecke, - 
And (with her prayers, reaſons to reſtraine ' © 
From bloudy frike, and bleſſed peace to ſecke) 
Þy all that vnto them was deare, did them beſecke. - 


48 
But when as all mightnought wi th them pr-uaile, 
She ſmote Aichi with her vovirekul wand, 
Then ſuddenly as if their hearts did faule, | 
Their wrathfull blades downe fell out of their hand, 
And they like men aſtoniſhrſti}l-did ftand. 2 
Thus whil't their minds were doubtfully diſtraught, 
And mighty fpirits bound with mightier band, 
Her golden cup to them for drinkeſhe raught, 
Whereof full glad for thirſt, each druak an hearty draught. 


4 
Of which ſo ſoone as they ancentied had 


(Wonder itis that ſudden change to ce.) 

In ſtead of ſtrokes, each other kiſſed glad, 
Andlouely haulſt from feare of treaſon free, 
And plighted hands for euerfriends to be. 
When all men ſaw this ſudden change of things, 
So mortall foes ſo friendly to agree, 

For paſſing ioy , which ſo great maruailebriogs, 


They all gan ſhout aloud, that all the heatien rings. 
5O 
All which, when gentle Canacee beheld, 


In haſte ſhe from her lofty chaire deſcended, 
To weet whatſudden tidings was befeld: 
Where when ſhe ſaw that cruell war ſo ended, 
Aad deadly foes fo faithfully aftrended, 

In louely wile ſhe gan that Lady greet, 
Which had ſo great diſmay ſo well amended; 
And entertaining her with curt'fies meet, 


Profeſt to her true friendſhip and affection ſweet. 


Fl 
Thus when they all accorded goodly were, 


The trumpets ſounded, and they all aroſe , 
Thence to depart with glec and gladſome cheere. 
Thoſe warlike Champions both together choſe, 
Homeward to march, themſclues there to repoſe: 
And wiſe Cambinaztaking byher fide 

Faire Canacee as freſh as morning roſe, , 

Vnto her Coach remounting, home didride, 


Admir'd of all thepeople, and much glorif 
52 
Where making ioyous feaſts their dayes they ſpent 


In perfeCt loue, deuoide of harefull ftrife , - 

_ with bands of mutuall couplement ; 
or, Triamond had Canacee to wife, 

With whom heled a long and happy life ; 

And Cambel took Cambinato his fere, 

The which as life were each to other licfe. 

So all alike did loue, and loued were, 


That fincetheir daies ſuch louers were not found elfwhere. 


__ 
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Canto IIII. 


For loue of Florimell: 


And Artegall doth quell. 


Satyrane makes aTurneyment 


Britomart winnes the prize from all, 
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I 
2 T often fals (as here it earſt befe]l) +» 
That mort4ll foes,do turne to faithfull friends; 
": And friends profeſt, are chang'd to foe-men fell: 
SAS@) The cauſe of both,of both their minds depeds; 
And th'en1of both, likewiſe of both their ends. 
For, ennuty, that of no ill proceeds, 
Bur of occafion, with th'occaſion ends; 
And friendſhip, which a faint affeCtion breeds 
Without regard of good, dyes like ill grounded ſeeds. 

2 


That well (me ſeemes) appeares, by that of late 
Twixt Cambell and Sir Triamond befell ; 
As als by this, thatnow anew debate 
Stird vp twixt Scudamour and Paridell, 
The which by courſe befalls me here to tell : 
Who, havin g thoſe two other knights eſpide 
Marching atore, as ye remember well, | 
Sent forth their Squire to haue them'both deſcride, 
And ekethoſe masked Ladies ridng them beſide. 


3 
Who, backe returning, tolde as he had ſeenc, 
That they were dou ghty knights of dreaded name ; 
And thole two Ladies, their two loues vnſeene ; 
And therefore wiſht them without blot or blame, 
Tolct them paſs atwill, for dread of ſhame. 
But Blandamour full of vainglorious ſpright, 
And rather ſtird by his diſcordfuil Dame "A 
Vpon them gladly would haue prov'dhis might, 
Bur that he yer was ſore of his late lucklefſe fight. 


4 

Yetnigh approching, he them fowle beſpake, 

Diſgracing them, him ſelfethereby to grace, 

As was his wont; ſo wecning way to make 

To Ladies loue, where-ſo he came in place, 

And with lewd tearmes their louers to deface. 

Whoſe ſharp pronokement themincenſt ſo ſore, 

That both werebent frm. 0 his vſage baſe, 

And ganthcir ſhields addrefle them ſelues afore : 
For, ewll deeds may better then bad words be bore. 
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But faire Cambina,with cifoaons mild, 
Did mitigatethe fiercenefle of their mode, 
Thar for thepreſent they werereconcyl'd, 
And gan to treate of deeds of armes abroad, 
And trange aduentures, all the way they rode : 
Amongſt the which they told, as then befell, 
Of thar great turney, which was blazed broad, 
For thatrich oirdle of fure Florimell, 

The prize of her, which did in beauty moſt excell. 


To which folke-morte they all with one conſent, 
Sith each of them his Lady had him by , 
Whoſe beauty each of them thought excellent, 
Agreed to trauell , and their fortunes try. 
So as they paſſed forth, they did eſpy 
Oae in bright armes with ready ſpeare in reſt, 
Thar toward them his courſe ſeem'd to apply, 
Gainſt whom Sir Paridell him ſelfe addreſt, 

Him weening, ere he nigh approach, to haue repreſt. 


7 
Which th'other ſeeing, gan his courſerelcnr, 
And vaunted ſpeare cftloones to diſaduance, 
As1if henought butpeace and pleaſure ment, 
Now falne into their fellowſhip by chance}; 
Whereat they ſhewed courteous countenance. 
So as he rode with them accompanide, 
Hisrouing eye did on the Lady glatince, 
Which Plandamour had riding by his fide : 
Whom ſure he weend, that he fomwheretofore had eyde. 
8 
It was to weet,that ſnowy Florimell, 
Which Ferras late from Braggadocchio wonne 3 
Whom he now ſeeing, her remembred well, 
How hauing reft ho the witches ſonne, 
He ſoone her loſt : wherefore he now begonne 
To challenge her anew, as his owne prize, 
Whom formerly he had1n battellwonne, 
And proffer made by force herto repriſe : | 
Which ſcornfull offer Blandamour gan ſoone deſpiſe. 
I And 
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THE FOVRTH BOOKE OF 


. 


Cant, T1111, 


9 
And ſayd, Sir Knight, fith ye this Lady clame, 


Whom he that hath, were loth to loſe fo light, 
(For, ſo toloſe a Lady, weregreat ſhame) 
Yeeſhall her winne, as Thaue done in fight : 
And lo ſhee ſhall be placed here in fight, 


Together with this Hag beſide herſer, : 
'That who-ſo winnes her, may her haue by right: 


But he ſhall hauethe Hag thatis ybet, 


And with her alwaics ride, tillhe another get. 


- "LO 
Thar offer pleaſed all the company, 


So Florimell with Ateforth was brought ; 


At which they all gan laugh full mernly : 


But Brag gadtocehio fayd, he never thoughr 

For ſuch an Hag,thatſcemed worſe then nought, 
His perſon to imperill ſo in fight. 

Butif to match that Lady they had ſought 
Another like, thatwere like faire and bright, 


His life he then would ſpend to iuſtific his right. 


It 
At which his vaine excuſe they all gan ſmile, 
Asſcorning hisvamanly cowardile: 


And Florimell him fowly ganreuile, 
Thatfor her ſake refus'd to enterpriſe 
Thebattell, offred in ſo knightly wile. 

And Atecke prouok't himpriuily, 

With loue of her, and ſhame of ſuch meſpriſe. 


But nought he car'dforfriend or enemy, 


For, in baſe mind nor friendſhip dwels nor eamuty. 


| 12 
But Cambell thus did ſhut vp all in ieſt, 


Brauc Knights and Ladies, certes ye doe wrong 
To ſtirre vp ſtrife, when moſt vs needeth reſt, 
That we may vs relerue both freſh and ſtrong, 
Againſt the Turneiment whichis notlong 3 
When who-ſo liftto fioht, may fight his fill : 
Till then your challenges ye may prolong ; 
And then it ſhall berricd, if yewil 


Whether ſhall haue the Hag, or hold the Lady ſtill. 
IJ 
They all agreed: ſo turning all ro game, 


And pleaſant bord, they paſtforth on their way. 
Andall that while, wheresſo they rode or came, 


That masked Mock-knight was their ſport and play. 


Till thatat length vpon tiY'appointed day, 
Vnto the place of turneyment they came; 
Where they before them found in freſh array 
Many a braue knight, and many a dainty dame 


Aſſembled, for to getthe honour of that game. 


I4 


There this faire crew arriving, did diuide 


Themſelues aſunder: Blandamour with thoſe 
Of his, on th'one; thereſt on th*other ſide. 
But boaſtfull Braggadocchio rather choſe, 

For glory vaine Geir fellowſhip to loſe, 
That men on him the more nught gazealone. 
Thereſt them ſelues introupes did elfe diſpoſe, 
Like asit ſeemed beſt to eucry one; 


The knights in couples marcht, with Ladies linkt attone, That ncither couldin haſte themſclues again vpreare. 


_ Thatſame alofthe hong inopenvew, 


15 
Then firſt of all forth came Sir Satyrane, 
Bearing that precious reliquein an arke 
Of gold, that bad eyes might it notprofane : 
Whuach drawing ſoftly forth out of the darke, 
He open ſhew'd, that all menit mote marke 3. 
A gorgeous girdle, curiouſly emboſt h 
With pearle & preciousſtone, worth many a maarke; 
Yetdid the workmanſtup fatrepaſſe the coſt : 
It was the ſame, which lately Florimell had loſt. 
16 


To be the prize of beauty andof might; 

The which eftfoones, diſcouered, to it drew 

The eyes of all, allur'd with cloſe delight, 

And hearts quite robbed with fo glorious fight, 

That all men threw out vowes and wiſhes yaine. - 

Thrice happy Ladie, and thrice happy knight, 

Them ſecmd, that could ſo goodly riches gaine, 
So worthy of the perill, worthy of the paine. 


17, 
Then tooke the bold Sir Satyrane in hand : 
An huge greatſpeare, ſuch as he wont to wield, 
And yauncing forth from all the other band 
Of knights, addreſt his maiden-headed ſhield, | 
Shewing him ſelfe all ready for the field. 
Gainſt whom, there fingled from the other fide (| 
A Painim knight, that wellinarmes was skild, 
And hadin many a bartrell oftbeen tride, 
Hight Bruncheual the bold, who fiercely forth did ride. 


18 
So furiouſly they bothtogerher met, 
Thatneither could the others forceſuſtaine. 
As two fierce Buls, thatſtriuetheruleto get 
Of all the heard, meete with fo hideous maine, 
That both rebutted, tumble on the Plaine : 'F \ 
So thelſetwo Champions to the ground were feld, 
Whercin a mazethey both did long remaine, - 
Andintheir hands their idletroncheons held, 
Which ncitherable were to wag, or once to weld, 
I 
Which when the noble Fe TM elpide, 
Heprickedforth in ayde of Satyran; 
And him againſt, Sir Blandamour did ride 
With all the ſtrength and ſtifneſle that he can. 
But the more ſtrong and ſtifly thathe ran, 
So much more ſorely to the ground hefell, 
That on a heape were tumbled horſe and man, 
Vnto whoſereskew forth rode Paridell ; 
But him likewiſe with tharſameſpearc he cke did quel), 
20 
Which Braggadocchio ſeeing, had nowill 
To haſten greatly to his parties ayd, 
Albee his turne were next; bur ſtood there ſtill, 
As onethat ſeemed doubtfull or diſmayd. 
But Triamond halfe wroth to ſec him ſaid, 
Sternly ſteptforth, and raught away his ſpeare, 
With which ſo fore he Ferramont aflaid, 
That horſeand man to ground hequitedid beare, 


Which 
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21 
Which to aucnge, Sir Dew him did dight, 
But with no better fortune then the reſt : 
For, him likewiſc he quickly downe did ſmight, 
And after him, Sir Dowglas him addreſt , 
And after him, Sir Palimord forth preſt: _. 
But none of them againſt his ſtrokes could ſtand; 
Bur all the more; the more his praiſe increaſt. 
For, either they were left ypon the land, 
Or went away fore wounded of his hapleſs hand. 
22 
And now by this, Sir Satyrane abraid, 
Out of thefwowne, in which too long helay; 
And looking roundabout, like one F, par 
When 2s heſ{awethe mercilefle affray, 
Which doughty Triamond had wrought hat day, 
Vnto the noble Knights of Maidenheae, 
His mighty heart did almoſtrendin tway, 
For very gall, thatrather wholly dead; 
Himlelfe he wiſht haue beene, that in ſo bad a ſtead. 
2 
Eftſoones hegan to gather K. around 
His weapons, which lay ſcatteredall abroad; 
And as it fell, his ſteed heready found. 
On whom remountine, fiercely forth he rode, 
Like ſparke of fire, that from the andvile glode, 
There where he ſawe the valianr Triawand 
Chaſing, and laying on them heauy lode, 
That none his force were able to withſtond, 
So dreadfull were his ſtrokes, ſo deadly was his hond. 
24 
With thar, athim his beam-like ſpeare he aymed, 
And thereto all his powre and might applyde : 
The wicked ſteele for miſchiefc firlt ordained, 
And hauing now misfo1rune got for guide, 
St.ud not, till1t arrined in his fide, 
And therein made avery gricſly wound, _. 
That ttreames of bloud his armour all bedide. 
Much was he daunted with thar direfull ſtound, 
| Thatſcarſe he himypheld from falling in a ſound. 


25 
Yetas he might, himſelfe he ſoft with-drew | 
Out of the field, that none perceiu'd it plaine. 
Then gan the part of Chalengers anew | 
Torange the field, and Victor-like to raine, 
Thar none againſt them battelldurſt maintaine. 
By that, the gloomy eucning on them fell, 
That forced them from fighting to refraine, 
And trumpets ſound to ceaſe did them compell. 
So Satyranethat day was _y to bearethe bell. 
2 
The morrow nextthe Turncy gan anew, 
And with the firitthe hardy Satyrane _ 
Appear'din place, with all his noble crew : 
On rh'other ſide, full many a warlike ſwaine 
Aſſembled were, that glortous prize to gaine. 
But monegſt themall, was not Sir Triamond, 
Vnable he new battellto darraine, | 
Through grieuance of hislatereceiued wound, 


Thatdoubly did him grieue, when-ſo himfelfe he found. 


27 
Which Cambell ſeeing, though he could not falue, 


Ne done vndoe, yerfor to ſalue his name, 

And purchaſc honour in his friends behalue, 

This goody counterfeſaunce he did fraine. 
The,ſhield and armes well knowne to be theſame, 
Which Triamond had worne, vnwares to wight, 
And to his friend vnwiſt, for doubrof blame, 

If he miſdid ; he on himſelfe did dight, 


That none could him diſcerne, and ſo wentforthto fight, 


| 28 
There Satyrane Lord of the field he found, 


Triumphing in great ivy andiolity; | 
Gainſt whom noneablewasto ſtand on ground; 
That much he gan his glory to enuy, 

Anſt caſt Cauenge his friends indignity. 

A mighty ſpeare eftoones athim hebent; 

Who ſeeing him, come on.ſo furiouſly, 

Mer him mid-way with equall hardiment, 


Tharforcibly ro ground, they both together went. 


i 
They vp againe themſclues can lightly reare, 


And to their tryed fwords themſelues betake ; 

With which they wroughtſuch wondrous maruels there 
That all the reſtit did amazed make, 

Neany dar'd theirperill to partake; 

Now cuffling cloſe, now chaſing to and fro, 

Now hurtling round, aduantagefor to take : 

As two wild Boares together grapling goe, 


Chaufing and foming choler; each againſt his foe. 


30 
So asthey courſt, and turneyd here and there, 


It chunſt Sir Satyrane his ſteedatlaſt, 

Whether through foundring or through ſodeinfeare, 
To ſtumble; that his rider mgh he caſt ; 

Which vantage Cambell did purſue ſo faſt, 

Thatere himſclfe he had reconered well , 

So ſore he ſowſt him on the compaſt creaft, 

That farced him to leaue his lofey ſell, 


Andrudely tumbling downe vnder his horſefeete fell. 


I 
Lightly Cambelloleapt a from his ſteed, 


or to haue rent hs ſhield and armes away, 
That whylome wantto be the Vitors meed; 
When al, vnwares he felt an hideous ſway 
Of many ſwords thatload on him did lay. 


An hundred knights had himencloſed round, 


To reſcye Satyrane out of his pray; | 
All which at once huge ſtrokes on him did pound, 


In hope to take him pritoner, where he ſtood on ground. 


H 


And withh 


32 
e with their multitude was nought diſmayd, 


But with ſtout courage turnd ypan themall, _ 
is brondiron round about him layd ; 
Of which = dealrlarge almes, as did befall ; 
Like as a Lion thatby chaunce doth fall, 

Iato the hunters tayle,doth rage and rore, 


In royall heart diſdaining to be thrall; 


Butall inyaine : for what might one doe more 3 


They hauchim taken captiue, though it grieuc himſore. 
favs 
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Whereof when newes to Triamond was brought, 
Thereas helay, his wound he ſoone forgot; 
And ſtarting vp, ſtraighrfor his armour ſought : 
In vaine he ſought; for,there hefounditnot 3 
Cambello it away before had got : 

Cambelloes armes thereforehe on him threw, 
Andli ghtly iflewd forthto take his lot. 
_ Therehein troupefound all that warlike crew, 

Leading his friend away, full ſory to his yew. 


4 

Into the thickeſt of that knphnly preace 
He thruſt, and ſmotedowne all that was betweene, 
Caried with feruent zeale; ne did he ceaſle , 
Till that he came wherehe had Cambellſeenc, 
Like captiuethral two other Knights atweene, 
There he amongſtthem cruell hauocke makes 3 
That they which lead him, ſoone enforced becne 
Tolethimlooſeto ſauerheir proper ſtakes: 

Who being freed, from one a weapon fiercely takes. 


With that he driues at head idk dreadfull might, 
Both iri remembrance of his friends late harme, 
And in reuengemenrt of his owne defpight; 

So both together giue anew allarme, 

As if but now the battell waxed warme. 

As when two greedy Wolues do breake by force 
Into an heard, farre fromthe husband farme, 
They ſpoile and rauine withoar allremorſe ; 


So did theſe two through all the field, theirfoes enforce. ; 
6 


Fiercely theyfollow'd on their bolde emprize, 
Till trumpers ſound did warnethem alltoreſt; 
Then all with one conſent did yield the prize 
To Triamond and Cambell as the beſt. 

But Triamond to Cambell itreleaſt. 

And Cambellit to Triamond transferd; 

Eachlabouring t'aJuance the others geſt, 

And make his praiſe before his ownepreferd : 
So thatthe doom was to another day difterd. 


7 
The laſt day came, when alſthoſe knights againe 
Aſſembled were, their deeds of arms toſhew. 
Full many deeds tharday were ſhewedplaine : 
But Satyrane bouc all the other crewe, 
His wondrous worth declar'd in all mens view. 
For, from the firſt he to the laſt endured: 
Andthoughſome while Fortune from him withdrew, 
Yet euermore his honour he recured, 
And with ynwearied powre his party ſtill affured. 
8 


Ne was there Knightrhat Ne, thought of armes, 
But thathis vrmoſt prowefle there made knowen, 
Thatby their many wounds and carelefſc harmes, 
By ſhiuered ſpeares, and ſwords all vnder ſtrowen, 
By ſcattered ſhields was eafieto be ſhowen. 
There might yeſce looſe ſteedsatrandonronne, | 
Whoſe Juke eriders late were oucrthrowen; 


And Squiers make haſteto helpe their Lords fordonne: 
But ſtill the Knights of Maidenhead the better wonne ; 


Till that there entred on bother fide, 
A ſtranger knight, from whence no man could reed. 
In queynt diſguiſe, full hard to be deſcride. 
For, all his armour was like ſaluage weed, 
With woody moſle bedight, and all his ſteed 
With oaken leaues atrrapr, thatſeemed fir 
For ſaluage wight, and thereto well agreed ; | 


His word which on hisraggped ſhield was writ, 
Saluageſſe ſans fineſſe, ſhewing lecretwit. 


© 

He at his firſt in-comming, charg'd his ſpeare 
At him, that firſt appeared in his fight: 
That was to weet, the ſtout Sir Sangliere, 
Who well was knowento bea valiantKanight, 
Approued oft in many aperlous fight. 
Him at the firſt encounter downe he ſmote, 
And ouer-bore beyond his crouper quighr, 
Andafter him another Knight, thathote 

Sir Brianor, {o ſore, that none him life behote. 


41 
Then ere his hand he reard, he ouerthrew 

Seuen Knights, one after other as they came : 

And when his ſpeare was bruſt, his ſword he drew, | 

The inſtrument of wrath, and with the ſame 

Far'd likea lion in his bloudy game, 

Hewing, and ſlaſhing ſhields, and helmets bright, 

And beating downe whateucr nigh him came 

That euery one gan ſhun his dreadfull fight, 
Noleſfethen death it ſelfe in dangerous affright. | 


42 
Much wondred all men, what or whence he came, 
That did — the troupes ſo tyrannize ; 
An4 cach of other gan enquire his name. 
But when they could not learne it by no wile, 
Moſt anſwerable to his wild diſguiſe 
It ſeemed, himto tearm the ſaluageknightr. 
But certes hisright name was otherwiſe, 
Though knowneto few, that Arthegall he hight, 
The doughnieſt knightthatliy'd that day,& moſt of might. 


Thus was Sis Satyrane with al his band, 
By his ſole manhood and atchiuement ſtout 
Diſmayd, thatnone of them in field durſt ſtand, 
But beaten were, and chaſed all about. 
So he continued all that day throughout, 
Tilleuening, thatthe Sunne gan downward bend, 
Then ruſhed forth out of the thickeſtrour 
A ſtranger knight, that did his glory ſhen4 ; 

So, nought may be eſteemed happy till the end. 


44 
Heat his entrancecharg'd his powrefull ſpeare 
At Arthegall, in middeſt of his pride; . 
And therewith ſmote him on his Vmbnere 
So ſore, that tombling bicke, he downe did flide 
Ouer his horſes taile aboue a ſtride; 
Whence little luſt he had to riſe againe. 
Which Cambellſceing, much the mt enuide, 
Andran at himwith all his mightand maine ; 
But ſhortly was likewife ſeenc lying on the Plaine. : | 
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45 
Whereatfuil inly wroth was Triamond, 
And caſt t'zuenge the ſhame doen to his friend : 
Bat by his friend, himſelfe eke ſoone he fond, 
In no leſſeneed of help, then him he weend. 
All which when Zlandamburfrom end to cnd 
Beheld, he woxetherewith difpleaſed fore, 
And thought in mind it ſhortly to amend: 
His {peare he feutred, and at him it bore; And poureth forth afidden ſhoure af raine, 
But with no better fortune, then the reſt afore. Thatall the wretched world recomforteth againe: 
46 F 
Full many others athim likewiſe ran: So did the wathke Arch reſtore | 
Bur all of them likewiſe diſmounted were. Theprize, to knights of Maydenhead that day 
Ne certes wonder; for, no powre of man (Which elſe was hike to haue been loſt)and bore 
Could bide the force of that enchanted ſpeare, The prayſe of prowelle from them all away. 
The which this famous Britomart did beare Then thrilling trompets loudly gan to bray, 
With which ſhe wondrous deeds of arms atchieued, And bade wor. leauetheir laboursand long toyle, 
And overthrew whateuer came her neare, To ioyous feattand other gentleplay, 
That all thoſe ſtranger knights full ſoreagrieued, Where beautiesprize ſhould win that precious ſpoyle ; 
And that late weaker band of chalen gers reheued. Where I with ſound of rrumpe will alſoreſt awhile. 
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The Ladies for the girdle JOG 
Of famous Florimell.”: *- 
Scudamour, commingto Cares houſe 
Doth ſleepe from him expell. 


Like as in ſommers day E% 14 raging heat 
Doth burnethe earth, and boAck; riuers dry, 
T hat all brute beaſts forc' t to refraine fro meat, . 
Doc hunt for ſhade, where ſhrowded they may he, 
And mifling it, fainctrom themſelues to flic; 
All trauellers tormented arewith paine : 
A watry cloud doth onercaſt the skie, 
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I 
ZD> T hath been through all ages euer ſcene, 
= Thatwith the prayle of armes and cheualry, 
r 7G) Theprizeof beauty ſtill hath toyned been 
A=Ww) And thatfor reaſons ſpeciall priuity : 
For, eyther doth on other much rely. 


That girdle gaue the avakebf chaſte loue, 
And winchood true,to all that did it beare 3 
But whoſocuer contrary doth proue, 

Might nor the ſame about her middle weare, 
Butit would looſe, orelſe alunderteare. 


For, he me ſeemes moſt fit the fre to ſerue, 
Thatcan her beſt defend from villeny; 
And ſhe moſt fit his ſeruice doth deſerue, 


Whilome it was (as Faeries wont report) 
Dame Yenus girdle. by her ſteemed deare, 
What time ſhe vs'dto liuein wiuely fort; 


That faireſt is ,and from her faith will neuerſwerue: Burlayd aſide, when lo ſhe vs'd her looſer ſport. 
2 
Sofitly now here commeth nextin place, 
After the proofe of prowelle ended well, 
The controuerlſe of beauties ſoucraigne grace; 
In which to her that doth the moſt excell, 
Shall fall the girdle of faire Florimell : 
That many wiſh to win for glory vaine, 
And not forvertuous vſe, which ſome do tell 
That glorious belt didin itſelfe contane, 


Which Ladyes ought to loue, and ſeeke for to obtaine. 


Her husband Pulcan whom for herſake, 
When firſt he loued her with heart entire, 
This precious ornament they ſay did make, 
And wroughtin Lemno with vnquenched fire : 
And afterwards did for her loucs firſt hire, 
Giueitto her forcuer to remaine, 
Therewith to bind laſciuious defire, 
And looſe affeCtions ſtreightly toreſtraine; 
Which vertue it for euer after did retaine. 8 
S4 The 
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Theſame oneday, when ſhe her ſclfe diſpos'd Andafter herdid Paridellproduce 


To viſite her beloued Paramoure, 

The g0d of warre, ſhe from her middleloos'd, 
And leftbehind her in her ſecret bowre, 

On Aridalian mount, where many an howre 
She with the pleaſant Graces wont to play. 
There Florimellin her firſt ages flowre 

Was foſtred by thoſe Graces, (as they ſay) 


And brought with her from thence that goodly belt away. 
6 


That goodly belt was Ceffas hight by name, 

And as her life by hereſteemed deare. 

No wonder then, if that to winne the ſame 

So many Ladies ſought, as ſhall _ons: 

For, peereleſſe ſhe was thought, that didit beare. 
And now by this,their feaſtall being ended, 

The iudges which thercto ſelefed were, 

Into the Martian ficld adowne deſcended, 


To deemethis doutfull caſe, for which they all contended. 


7 

But firſt was queſtion made, which of thoſe Knights 

- Thatlately turneyd, had the wager wonne : 
There was it judged by thoſe worthy wights, 
That Satyranethe firſt day belthad donne : 
. For, helaſtended, hanins firſt begonne. 
The ſecond was to Triamond behight, 
; For that he ſav'd the ViEtour from fordonne : 
For, Cambell Vitour was in all mens fight, 
Till by miſhap he in his foe-mens hand did light. 
8 
Thethird dayes prize vnto the ſtrapger Knight, 
Whom all men tearm'd Knight of the Hebeneſpeare, 
To Britomart was p1uen by goodright; 
For thatwith tba: ſtroke ſhe downedid beare 
The Satyage Knight, that Vitour was whilearc, 
And all thereſt, which had the beſt afore, 
And tothe laſt vnconquer'd did appeare; 
_ For, laſtis deemed beit. To her therefore 
The fayreſt Lady was adiudg'd for Paramore. 


9 
Butthereat greatly grudged Arthegall, 
And much repyn'd,that both of Victors meede, 
And eke of honour ſhe did him foreſtall. 
Yet mote he not withſtand what was decreed; 
Butinly thought of that deſpightfull deed 
Fit time t'awaite auenged for to bee, 
This being ended thus, and all agreed 
The next enſew'd the Paragon to ſee 


Of beauties praile, and yeeld the fayreſt her due fee. 
IO 


Then firſt Cambello brought vnto their view 

His fuire Cambina, couered with a veale ; 

Which being once withdrawne, moſt perfeR hew 
And paſſing beauty did eftloones reucale, 

That able was weake hearts away to ſteale; 

Next,did Sir Triamondvnto their fight 

The face of his deare Canacee vnheale; 

Whoſe beauties beameeftſoones did ſhine ſo bright, 
That daz'd theeyes of all, as with exceeding light, 


His falſe D«eſſa, that ſhe might be ſeene; | 
Who with her forged beauty did ſeduce 
The hearts of ſome, that faireſt her did weenes 
As diverſe wits afteed diuers beene. 
Then did Sir Ferramont vato them ſhew 
His Lucida, that was full faire and ſheene, 
And after theſe an hundred Ladies moe 
Appeard in place, the which each other did OUT-goC. 
I2 
All which who-ſo dare thinke for to enchace, 
Him needethſurea golden pen I weenc, 
To tell the featyre Gy each poodly face. 
For, ſince the day thatthey created beene, 
So many heauen]y faces were not ſeene 
Aſſembled in one place: ne hethat thought 
For Chianfolke to pourtraict bewties Queene, 
By view of all the faireſt to him brought, 
So many faire did ſee, as here he mighrhauc ſought. 


I 

Atlaſt, the moſt redonbted Eritonneſſe 

Her louely .Amoret did open ſhewe ; 

Whoſe facedifcouered, plainely did expreſle 

The heauenly pourtraiCt of bright Angels hew. 

Well weened all, which herthattime did view, 

That ſhe ſhould ſurely bearethe beil away, 

Till Blandamour, who thought he had the trew 

And very Florimell, did her diſplay : 
The fight of whome onceſeche did all the zeſt diſmay:; 


I 
For, all afore that ſeemed lire and bright, 
Now baſe and contemptible did appeare, 
Compar'dto her, that ſhone as Phebes light, 
Amongſt the lelfer ſtarres,in cucning cleare. 
All that her ſawe, with wonder rauiſht were, 
And weendno morrall creature ſne ſhould be, 
But ſome celcſtiall ſhape, rthatfleſh did beare: 
Yerall were glad there Florimelltoſee 
Yetthought that Florimell was not ſofaireasſhee. 


Ti 

As guilefull Goldſmith that by ſecret skill, 

With golden foyle doth finely ouer-{pred 

Some baſer metall, which commend he will 

Vnto the vulgar for good gold inſted, 

He much more goodly glofle thereon doth ſhed, 

To hide his falſhood, then if it were trew : 

So hard, this Idole was to be ared, 

T hat Florimell herſelfe in all mens view 
She ſeem'd to paſle: ſo forged things do faireſt ſhew. 

| 16 


Then was the golden beltby doome of all 
Graunted to her, as tothe faireſt Dame. 
Which being brought, abouther middle ſmall 
They thought to gird, as beſt it her became 3 
But by no mcanes they could it thereto frame. 
For, euer as thcy faſtned it, itloos'd 
Andfell away, as feeling ſeeret blame. 
Full oft about her waſte ſhe itenclos'd; 


And itas oft was from abour hir waſte diſclos'd. _ 
| an 
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That all men wondred at the yncouth ſight, 
And cach onethought ,as to their fancies came. 
But ſhe her ſelfe did think it doen for ſpight, 
And touched was with ſecret wrath and ſhame 
Thercwith, as thing deuiz'd herto -;efame. _ 
Then many other Ladies likewiſe ;.cide, 
Abour their tender loynes to knit the ſame; 
But it would not on none of them abide, 


But when they thoughrir faſt, eftſoones it was vntide. 


18 


Which when that ſcornefull Squire of Dames did view, 


He loudly gan to laugh and thus to jeſt ; 

Alas for pitie that ſo faire a crew, | 

As like cannot be ſeene from Eaſt to Weſt, 

Cannot find onethis girdle to inucſt; 

Fic onthe man, that did it firſt invent, 

To ſhame vs all with this, FYngurt vnubleſs. 

Let ncuer Lady to his loue aflent, | 
Thathath this day ſo many ſo vamaaly ſhent. 


I 
Thereat all Knights gan "he 1} and Ladies lowre; 
Till that arlaſt the gentle Aoret 
Likewiſe afſayd, to prouc that girdles powre 
And hauingit about her middlefer, 
Dad find it fit, withouten breach or let: 
Whereat the reſt gan greatly to enuy : 
But Florimell exceedingly did fret, 
And ſnatching from her hand halfe angrily 
The belt againe, abouther body ganit tic. 
2 


) 
Yet nathemore would it her body fit; 
Yet nathcleſſe to her,as her dew right, 
It yeelded was by them, thatiudged it : 
And ſhc her (elfe adiudged to the Knight, 
That bore the Hebene ſpeare, as wonnc in fight. 
But Britomart would not thereto aſſent, 
Ne her owne Amoret forgoeſolight 


For that ſtrange Dame, whoſe beauties wonderment 
She lefle cftecm'd, then th'others vertuous goueriment, - 


21 
Whom when the reſt did ſee het to refule, 


They werefull glad,1n hopethemſelues to get her: 


Yet at her choice they. all did greatly mule. 
Bur after that, the Judges did arrether 
Vato the ſecond beſt, that loy'd her better; _ 
That was the Saluage Knight : but he was gone 
In great diſpleaſure, that he could not get her. 
Then was ſhe mdged Triamond his one; 

But Triamond lov'd Canacee, and other none. 


22 

Tho, vnto Satyran ſhe was adiudged, 
Who was right glad to gaine ſo goodly meed : 
But Blazdamoyr thereart full greatly grudged, 
Andlittle prais'd his labours euill 'p , 
Thar for to winne the ſaddle, loſt the ſteed. 
Nelefle theteat did Paridell complaine, 
Andthoughtrappeale from that which was decte 
To fingle combate with Sir Satyrane. 

Thereto um Ate ftird, new diſcord co maintuine, 


I_ 
led 


2 
 Andeke with theſe; full many other Knighes 
She through her wicked working did incenſe, 


Her to demaund, andchallenge as their rights, 


Deſerued for their perils recompenſe. 
Amongſt thereſt,with boaſtfullvaine pretenſe 
Stept Braggadocchioforth, and as his thrall 


Her claym'd, by him in battell wonne long fince 


| Whereto her {elfe he did to witneſle call ; 
Who being askt accordingly confeſledall. 


24 

Thereat.exceeding wroth was Satyran; 

And wroth with Satyrax was Blandamour ; 

And wroth with Blaydamaur was Eriuan; 

And atthem both Sir Paridell did loure. 

Soall together ſtird yp ſtrifefull ſtoure, 

And _ were new battell rodarraine, 

Each oneprofeſt to be her paramour, 


And vow'd with ſpeare and ſhield itto maintaine ; 


Ne iudges powre, ne rcaſons rule motethemreſtraine. 


2 IS 
Which troublous ſtirrewhen JW awz'd , 
He gan to caſt how to appeaſe theſame ; 
Angtoaccord themall, this meanes deuiz'd: 
Firſt in the midſt to ſetthar faireſt Dame, 


To whotn each one his chalenge ſhould diſclame, 


And he himlelfe his right would ckereleaſe: ' 
Then look to whom ſhevoluntary came, 
He ſhould withour diſturbance herpolleſſe : | . 


Sweetis the loucthat comes alone with willingnella'' 
. - 6 


GRE 
They all agreed : and then thatrſnowy Mayd 
Was inthe middeſtplac't among them all; 


All on her gazing wiſhe, and yowd, and pray "— 


And to the Queene of beauty cloſe did 
That ſhe ynto their portion mightbefall. 
Then when ſhe long had lookt vpon each one, 
As though ſhe wiſhed to hauepleaſd them all, 
 Arlaſt to Braggadocchio ſelfe 74 | 
She came of her accord, inſpightof all his fone, 


| 27 
Which whenthey all beheld, they chaftandrag'd, 
And woxe nigh mad for my earts deſpight, 
That from reuenge their will 


Some profter made with him for her to fight. 
But he nought car'd for all that they could lay : 
For, he therr words as wind eſteemed light. 
Yet not fit place hethoughrit thereto ſtay, 
But ſecretly from thence that nighther bore away. 
: 28 
They which remaynd, ſoſoone as they perceiu'd, 
That ſhe was gone, departed thence with ſpeed, 
And follow'd them, in mindher to haue reau'd 
From wight vnworthy of ſo noble meed. 
In which purſuit how each one did ſucceed, 
Shall elſe be told in order, as itfell. 
But now of Britomart ithere doth neede 
The hardaduentures and ſtrarige haps ro tell; 
Since with the reſt ſhe went nox after Florimell. 


es they ſcarce allwag'd: 
Some honey fromhim her to haue reftby might; 
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29 
For, ſoone as fhethemſaweto diſcord ſer, 
Her liſt no longer in that placeabide; 
But taking with herlouely Amoret, 
Vpon her firſt aduenture forth did ride, : 
Toſcek her loy'd, making blind Louc her guide. 
Valucky Maydto ſeeke hereneinys _ 
Vnlucky Mayd toſeekehim farre and wide, 
Whom, when he was vnto herſclfemoſt nic, ; 
She through his late diſguizement could him not deſcric. 
(6) ; 
So much the more her pralie: the more hertoyle: 
Yetneither toyle nor griefeſhe once did pare, 
In ſeeking him, that ſFoulher paine affoile; 
Whereto great comfort in her ſad misfare 
Was Amoret, compariion of her care :' 
Who likewiſe ſoughtherlouerlong miſ-went, 
The gentle Scudamour, whoſe heart whileare 
That ftryfefull hag with jealous diſconteut 
Had fild, that he to fell reuenge was fully bent 
I 


Bent to reuenge on Blameliflc Britomart ' 
The crime, which curſed Ate kindled earſt, 
The which like thornes did pricke his icalous heart, - 
And through bis foulelike poyſoned arrow pearct,._ 
That by no reaſon it mightbe reuerſt, pray. 
For oughtthat Glauc# could or doe or ſay. 
For, aye the more thar ſhe theſamerehearſt,. 
The moreitgauld, and grieu'd him night andday, ? 
That nought bur direreuenge his anger mote defriy. / 


2 
So as they trauelled,the ahbupios night : 
Couerecd with cloudy ſtorm and bitterſhowre, * * 
That dreadfull ſeem'd to cuery living wight; © 
Vponthemfell, before her timely howre; ON 
That forced them to ſeeke ſome couert bowre, 
Wherethey might hidetheir heads in quierreſt, 
And ſhrowdtheir perſons from tharſtormy ſtowre. 
Notfarre away ,not meetefor any gueſt 
They ſpide alittle cottage, like fome poore mans neſt, 


Vander a ſteepe hilles fide itplaced was, 
There where the mouldred earth had cay'd the banke; 
Andfaſt beſidea little brooke did paſs 
OF muddy water, that like puddle ſtanke; 
By which, fewe crooked ſallowes grewe in ranke : 
Whereto approching nigh, they heard the ſound 
Of many iron hammers beating ranke, | 
And anſwering their weary turnes around, 


Thatſeemed ſome black-ſmith dweltin that deſert groud, 


4 | 
There entring in, they fours the goodman ſelfe, 
Full bufily vato his worke ybent; 
Who was to weet, a wretched weariſh elfe, 
With hollow eyes andraw-bone cheeks forſpent, 
As if he hadin priſon long been pent : 
Full blacke and grieſly Fi his face appeare, 
Beſmeard with ſmoke thatnigh his eye-ſight blent; 
With rugged beard, and hoary ſhaggedheare, 
The which he neuer wont to combe, er comely ſheare. 


— — www 


| 5 

Rude was his garment, _ torags all rent, 
Ne better had he, nefor better cared : 
With bliſtred hands emongſt the cindersbrent, 
And fingers filthy, with long nayles vnpared, 
Right fit to rend the food, on which he fared. 
His name was Care; a black-{mith by his trade, 
That neither day nornight, from working ſpared, 
But to ſmall purpoſeiron wedges made; 

Thoſe be enqulctthowphin; that carefull minds inuade. 

26 


In which his worke he had FO ſeruants preſt, 
About the Andvile ſtandine euermore, 
With huge greathammers, thatdid neuer reſt 
From heaping ſtroakes, which thereon ſouled fore: 
All fixe, ſtrong groomes, but one then other more; 
For, by degrees they all were diſagreed; 
So likewiſe did the hammers whic they bore, 
Like belles in greatnefle orderly ſucceed, 

T hat he which was the laſt, the firſt did farre exceed. 


7 
He like a monſtrous Giantſcem'd in fiphe, 
Farre paſting Brontexs, or Pyracmon great, 
Thewhich 1n Liparidoe day and night 
Frame thunder-bolts for Toyes auengefull threat. 
So dreadfully he did the anduile bear, 
Thatſccm'd to duſthe ſhortly would itdrine : 
So huge his hammer and (o fierce his hear, 
Thatſcem'd arock of Diamondit couldriue, 
And rend aſunder quite, if he thereto liſt ſtriue. 
8 


: WT 

Sir Scudamour there entring, much adnvred 

The manner of theirworke and weary paine ; 

And hauing long beheld, atlaſt enquired 

Thecauſe and end thereof : bur all myaine; 

For, they for nought would from their work refraine, 

Nelethis ſpeeches comevnto theireare, 

And eke the breathfull bellowes blew amaine, 

Like to the Northren wind, that none could heare: 
Thoſe Penſtwenes did moue; and Sighes the bellowes were. 


Which when that Warriou? }Iy heſaidnomore, 
But in his armour laid him downetoreſt: 
To reſt, helayd him downe vpon the flore , 
(Whilome for yentrous knights the bedding beſt) 
And thought his weary limbs to haue names Þ | 
And thatolde aged Dame, his faithfull Squire, 
Herfeeble joints layd cke adownetoreſt; ; 
That needed much herweake age to deſire, 

After ſo long atrauell, which them both didtire. 


40 
Therelay Sir Scudamourlong while expeCting, 


: When gentle ſleepe his heauy eyes would cloſe; 
Oft changing ſides, and oftnew place clefting, 
Where better ſeem'd he mote himſelferepoſc; 
And oft in wrath he thence againe vproſe ; 
And oftin wrath he layd hum downe againe. 
But wherefocuer he did himſclfe diſpole, 
He by no-meanes could wiſhed cafe obtaine : 

So euery placeſceem'd painefull, and each changing _ ; 
n 
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41 
And euermore, when he to ſleepe did thinke, 
Thehammers found his ſenſes did moleſt; 
| And cuermore, when he began to winke, 
Thebellowes noyle diſturb'd his quierreſt, 
Ne ſuffred fleepe to ſettle in his breſt. 
Andall the night the dogs did barke and houle 
About the houſe, atſent of ſtranger gueſt : | 
 Andnow the crowmg Cocke, and now the Owle 
Lowdehriking him affifted to the very foule. 


42 

And if by fortune any litle nap, 
Vpon his heauy eye-hds chaunc't to fall, 
Eftſoones one of thole villeins him did rap 
Vpon his head-peece with his yron mall ; 
Thathe was ſoone awaked therewithall, 
Andlightly ſtarted vp as oneaffrayd 
Or uit one htm ſuddenly did call. 
So,oftentimes he out of fleepeabrayd, 


And thenlay muzing long, on that himill apayd. 


So long he muzcd, andſo long helay, 
Thar atthelaſt his weary ſprite oppreſt 
With fleſhly weakenefle, which no creature may 
Long timereſiſt, gaue place to kindly reſt, 
Thar all his ſenſes did full ſoone arreſt : 
Yet in his ſoundeſt ſleepe, his dayly feare 
His ydle braine gan bufily mole 
And made him dreame thoſe two diſloyall were: 


4 | 

Withthat, the wicked Es maſter Smith, 

A paire of red-hotiron tongs did take 

Out of the burning cinders, and therewith, 

Vader his fidehimnipt; thatforc't to wake, 

He fel his heartfor very paine to quake, 

And ſtarted vp auenged for to be 

On him, the which his quiet Nomber brake : 
| Yetlookinground about him none could ſee; * 
Yetdid theſmurtremaine, though he himlelfe did flee. 


| a6 -. 
In ſuch diſquiet and heart-fretting paine, 

Heall thatnight, thattoo long night did paſſe. 

And now the day outof the Ocean maine 

Began ro peepe aboue this earthly maſle, 

With pearly deaw ſprinkling the morning grafle: 

T hen yp herole like heauy lumpe of lead 3 

That jn his face, asin a looking glaſle, 

The ſignes of anguiſh ane mote plainely read, 
And oheſf e the manto be diſmayd with icalous dread. 

46 

Vato his lofty ſteede he clombeanone, 

And forth vpon his former voyagefared, 

And with him ekethar agcd Squire attone 3 

Who, whatſocuerperill was prepared, 

Both equall paines, andequallperill ſhared: 

The cnd whereof and dangerous cuent 

Shall for another canticlec be ſpared. 

But here my weary teeme nigh ouer-ſpent . 


The things that day moſt minds, at night do moſt appeare. Shall breath it ſelfe awhile, afrerſo long a wet. 
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Canto VI 


Both Sendamour and _Arthegall 


Doe fight with Britomart : 
He ſees her face , doth fall in lone, 
4nd ſoon fromher depart. 
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I | 
Hat equall tormenttothe griefe of mind, 
Andpyning anguiſh hid in gentle heart, 
£5 Thatioly teeds it ſelfe with thoughts vnkinde, 
SAYPU And nouriſheth her owne conſunung ſmart? 
What medicine can any Leaches art 
Yeeld ſiich a ſore, thatdoth her grieuance hide, 
And willto nane her maladie impart ? 
Such was the woundthat Scudamour did gride; 
For which, Dan Phebus (elfe cannot aſalne prouide, 
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2 
Who, hauing left thatreſtleſſe houſe of Care, 
The next Jay, as he on his way did ride, 
Full cf melancholy and fad misfare, 
Through miſconceit; all vnawares eſpide 
An armed knightvndera forreſt fide, 
Sitting in ſhade beſide his grazing iteed; 
Who, [oone as them approaching he deſcride, 
.Gantowards them to pricke with eager ſpeed, 
Thatſeetm'd he was full bent to ſome muſclueuous _ 
Which - 
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Cant. DI. 


3 

Which, Scudamour perceiuing, forth ifſewed 
To haue reacountred him in equall race; 
But, ſoone as th'other, nigh approching, viewed 
The armes he bore, his 7 im. e gan Te. 
And yoid his courle : at which ſo fuddein caſe 
He wondred much. Butth'other thus can ſay 
Ah gentle Scudamoyr, vnto your grace 
I meſubmit, and you'of row 577 

That almoſthad againſt you treſpalted this day. 


4 . 
Whereto thus Scudamour, Small harme it were 
For any knight, vpon a ventrous knight 
Without diſpleaſancefor to proue his ſpeare. 
But readeyouSir, fith ye my name haue hight, 
Whatis your owne ? that I mote you requite. 
Certes,ſayd he, ye mote as now excuſe 
Mefrom diſcouecring you my namearight: 
For, time yetſerues that 1the ſame refuſe, 
Buticall ye me the Saluage Knight, as others vie. 


; 5 
Then this, Sir Salgage Knight, quoth hegarecd; 
Or, doe you here within this forreſt wonne ? 
(Thatſcemethwellto anſwereto your weed ) 
Or, hauc yeitforſome occaſion donne ? 
Thatrather ſeemes, fith knowen armes ye ſhonne. 
This other day, ſayd he, aſtranger knight 
Shame and diſhononr bathvnto me donne 3 
On whom I waitto wreak that foule deſpight, 
When-cuer be this way ſhall paſte by day or night. 
6 


Shamebe his meede, quoth he, that meanerh ſhame, 
But whatis he, by whom ye ſhamed were? 
A ſtranger knight, ſayd he, vnknowne by name, 
But knowne by fame, and by an Hebene ſpeare, 
With which, he all that met him, downe did beare, 
He in an open Turney lately held, 
Fro me the honour of that game did reare 
Andhauing me, all weary carſt,downefeld, 
Thefayreſt Lady reft,and cuer fince withheld. 


| 7 | 
When Scudamour heard mention of that ſpeare, 

He wiſt rightwell, that it was Britomart , 

The which from him his faireſt Loue did beare. 

Tho, gan he {well in euery inner part, 

For fell deſpight, and gnaw his icalous heart, 

That thus he ſharply ſayd ; Now by my head, 

Yet is notthis the firſt vnknightly part, 

Which that ſame knight, whom by his launce Tread, . 


 Hath doento noble kni ohts , that many makes himdread. 
8 


For, lately he my Louehath fro mereft, 

And eke defiled with foule villanie =. 

The ſacredpledge, which in his faith was left, 
In ſhame of knighthood and fideliry; 

The which erelong full deare he ſhall abie. 

And if to thatauengeby you decreed | 

This hand may help, orſuccourought ſupply, 
Itſhallnotfaile, when-ſo ye ſhall itneed. 

Les on Britomart agreed. 


Whiles thus they <a >lofarreaway 
A knightſoftriding towards them they ſpide, 
Attyr'd in forrainearmes and ſtrange array : 
Whom when they nigh approacht, they plaine deſcride 
To be the ſame, tor whom they did abide. 
Sayd then Lir Scudamour, Sir $ aluage knight 
Letme this craue, ſith firſt I was defide, 
That firſt I may that wrong tohim requite : 
And if Thap to faile, you ſhall recure my right. 


10 
Which being yeelded, he his threarfull ſpeare 
Gan fewter, and againſt her fiercely ran. 
Who, ſoone asthe him ſawe approaching neare | 
With ſo fell rage, herfelfe ſhe lightly gan 
To dight, to welcome him, well as ſgecan : 
Butentertaind him in ſo rude a wile, 
Thatto the ground ſhe ſmotre both horſe and man; 
Whence neither greatly haſted to ariſe, 
But on their common harmes together did deuize. 


II 

But Artegall, beholding his miſchance, 
New matter added to his former fare ; # 4 
And eftauentring his ſtecle-headed launce, 
Againſt her rode, full of difpiteous ire, 
That noughe but ſpoyle and vengeance did require. > 
But, to himſelfe his felonous intent | + 
Returning, diſappointed his defire, | 

— Whilesvnawares his faddleheforweant, 

And found himfclfe on ground in great amazement. 


| I2 
Lightly he ſtarted vp out of thatſtound ; 

And ſnatching forth his direfull deadly blade, 

Did leapeto her, as doth an eger hound 

Thruſt to an Hynd within ſome couert glade, 

Whom without perill he cannot inuade. 

With ſuch fell greedinefle heheraſlayled, 

Thatthough ſic mounted were, yetheher made 

To giue him ground (ſo much his force preuayled) 
And ſhun his tnightygrokes, gainſt which no arms auailed, 


I 
So as they courſed hereand « 0 it chaunc't 
That in her wheeling round, behind her creſt 
So ſorely he her ſtrooke, that thence itglaunc't 
Adowne her backe, thewhachir fairely bleſt 
From foule miſchaunce; ne did it euer reſt, 
Till on her horſes hinder parts it fell ; | Þ 
Where biting deepe, ſo deadly itimpreſt, F. 
_ .Thatquiteit chyn'd his back behind the ſell, FT: 
And to alighton footc her algates did compell: | 


| I4 
Like as thelightning brond fromriuen skie, 
Throwne out by angry Toye in his vengeance, 

With dreadfull force Lites on ſome ſteeplehiez 
Which battring, down it on the Church doth glaunce, 
And teares it aff with terrible miſchaunce. 
Yet ſhe no whitdiſmayd, her ſteed forſook, 
And caſting from her that enchaunted launce, 
Vnto her ſword and ſhield her ſoonebetooke ; 

And therewithall at himright furiouſly ſhe ftrooke. 8 

| 0 
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I5 
So furiouſly ſheeſtrooke in her firſt hear, C 
Whiles with long fight on foot he breathleflewas, 
That ſhe him forced backward to retreat, 
' Andyiclde vnto her weapon way to pals : 
Whoſe ragivg rigour neither ſteele nor braſs 
Could ſtay, but to the tenderfleſh itivent, 
Avd pour'd the purple bloud forth on the graſs; 
That all his maile yriv'd, andplates yrent, 
Shew'd all his body bare vato the cruell dent. 
6 


I 
Atlength, when as he ſaw ber haſtic hear . 
Abare, and panting breath begin to faile, 
He through long ſufferance growing now more great, 
Roſe in his ſtrength, and gan her freſh aflaile, 
Heaping huge ſtroakes, as thickeas ſhowre of haile, 
Ana laitung dreadfully at cuery part, 
As if he thought her ſoule to diſcntraile. 
Ah ! cruell hand, and thrice more cruel! hart, 
Thatwork'{ ſuch wreck on her, to whom rhou deareſt art. 
17 
What iron courage euer could endure, 
To worke ſuch outrage on fo fairea creature ? 
Andin his madaeflethinke with hands impure 
To ſpoyieſo goodly workmanſhip of Nature, 
The Makerlelfe reſembling in her feature ? 
Certes, ſome hellith furie, or ſome fiend | 
This mi[chiefefram'd, for their firſt loues defeatnre, 
To bathe their hands in bloud of deareſt friend, 
There-by to make their loues beginning, their liucs cnd. 
18 
Thus long they trac't, and trauerſt to and fro, 
Sometimes purſewing, and ſometimes purſewed, 
Still as advantage they eſpide thereto : 
But toward th'end, Sir Arthegall renewed 
His ftrengrh ſtill more, bur the {till more decrewed., 
Atlaſt, his luckleſſc hand he heau'd on hie, 
Hawng his forces all in one accrewed; 
And there-with ſtrooke ather ſo hideouſly, 
That ſeemed nought bur death mote be her deſtinie. 


I 
The wicked ſtroke vpon her ' 1 chaunc'r, 
And withtheforce, which in itſelfe it bore, 
Her ventaile ſhar'd away, and thenceforth glaunc't 
Adowne in vaine, ne harm'd her any more. 
With thar, her Angels face (vnſcene afore) 
Like to the ruddy morneappear'din fight, 
Deawed with filuer drops, through ſweating ſore ; 
Burfomwhat redder then beſeem'd aright, 
Through toylclome heat, and labour of her weary fight. 
20 
Andround aboutthe ſame, her yellow haire 
Hauing through ſturing loos'd their wonted band, 
Like to a golden border did appeare, 
Framed in Goldſmithes forge with cunning hand: 
Yet Goldſmiths cunning could not vnderſtand 
Tofr:me ſuch ſubrile ware, fo ſhinie clearc. 
For, it did gliſter like the golden ſand, 
The which Padtolus with his waters ſhere, 
Throwes forth vponthe riyage round abouthim nere. 


-s 
And as his hand he vp againe did reare, 
Thioking a on her his vtmoſt wrack, 
His powrelefle arme benumbd with ſecret feare, 
From his reuengefull purpoſe ſhrunke aback; 
And cruell ſword out of his fingers ſlack 
Feli downe to ground, as if the ſteele had ſenſe, _ 
And feltſomeruth, or ſenſe his hand did lacke: 
Or both of them did thinke, obedzence 
To doe to fo diuine a beauties excellence. 
22 
And he himſelfe, long gazing there-vpon, 
At aſt, fell humbly downe vpon his knee, 
And of his wonder made religi 3n, 
Weening ſome heauenly goddefle he did ſee, 
Or elte ynweeting whatit elſe might bee; 
And pardon her beſought his errour fraile, 
Thar had done out-rage in ſo high degree : 
Whil'it trembling horrour did his {enſe affaile, 
And madecach member quake, & manly hart to quaile. 


2 
ath'lefſe, ſhe full of wrath For that late ſtroke, 
All that long while vp-held her wratifull hand, 
With fell intent, on him to becne ywroke, 
And looking ſterne;, ſtill over him did ſtand, 
Threatning to ſtrike, vnleſſe he would withſtand : 
And badehimriſe, orſurely he ſhould die. 
But die or liue, for nought he would vp-ſtand, 
But hcr of pardon prayd more carneſtly, 
Or wreake on him her will for great inury. 
| 24 
Which when as Scydamour, who now abrayd, 
Bcheld, where-as he ſtood not farre afide, 
He was there-with right wondroufly dilmayd: 
And drawing nigh, whenas he plaine deſcride 
That pecrelefle patterne of Dame Natures pride, 
And heauenly image of perfe&ion, 
He bleſt himlclfe, as one ſore terrifide; 
And turning feare to faint deuotion, 
Did worſhip her as ſome celeſtiall vifion. 


* 
But Glauce, ſeeing all rhat chaunced there, 
VVell weeting how their errour to afloyle, 
Full glad of fo good end, to them drew nere, 
And ber falewd with {ecmely bei-2ccoyle, 
Ioyous to ſee herſafe after long toyle. 
Then her belought, as ſhe to her was deare, 
To grauntvnto thoſe warriours truce awhile ; 
VVhich yeelded, they their beuers vp didreare, 
And ſhew'd themſelues to her, ſuch as indeed they were: 


26 
When Britomart with ſharpe avizefulleye 
Beheld thelouely face of Arthegall, 
Tempred with ſterneneſle and ftout maicſtic, 
She gan eftſoones it to her mind to call, 
To betheſame which in her fathers hall 
Long ſince in that enchaunted glafle ſhe ſaw. 
There-with her wrathfull courage gan appall, 
And haughty ſpirits meckely to adaw, | 
That her kde hand ſhe r Ani can ſoft with-draw. 
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Cant, V 1. 


27 
Yet ſhee it forc'tto haue againe vp-held, 
As faining choler, which was turn'd to cold : 
But euer when his viſage ſhe beheld, 
Her hand fell downe, and would no longer hold 
The wrathfull weapon gainſt his countnance bald : 
But when in vaineto fightſhe oft aſlay'd, 
Sheearm'd her tongue, and thought at himto ſcold; 
Nath'lefſe, her tongue notto her will obayd, (laid. 
But broughtforth ſpeeches milde,when ſhe wold hauc miſ- 
28 
But Scudamore, now woxeninly glad, 
That all his 1calous feare he falſe had found, 
And how that Hag his loue abuſed had * 
With breach of fayth, and loyaltie vnſound, 
The which long time his gricued hartdid wound, 
He thus bokhte ; Certes, Sir Arthegall, 
T ioy to ſee you loutlo lowe on ground, 
And now become to liuea Ladics thrall, 
That whylome in your minde wont to deſpiſe them all. 


2 

Soone as ſhee heard the mbSof Arthegall, 
Her hart did leape, and all her hart-itrings tremble, 
For ſuddaineioy, and ſecret feare withall, 
And all her vitall powres with motion nimble, 
Toſuccour it, themſclues gan thereaflemble; 
That by the ſwift recourſe of fluſhing blood 
Righr plaine appear'd, though ſhe it would diſſemble, 
And fayned ſtill her formerangry mood, 

Thinking to hide the depth by troubling of the flood: 


30 
VVhen Glancethus gan wilely all yp-knit ; 
Ye gentle Knights, whom fortune here hath brought, 
To be ſpectators of this vncouth fir, 
Which ſecret fatchath in this Lady wrought, 
Againſt the courſe of kind : ne meruailenought, 
Ne thenccforth fcaretherhing that hithcrtoo 
Hath troubled both your minds with idle thought, 
Fearing leaſt ſhe your Loues awa ſhould woo; 
Fearcd in vaine, fith meanes yeſece there wants theretoo. 


I 
And you Sir Arthegall, the Gm kn; oht, 
Hence-forth may not diſdaine, that womans hand 
Hath conquered you ancw in fecond fight : 
For, whylomethey haue conquerd fea and land, 
And heauen it ſelfe, thatnought may them withitand. 
Ne henceforth be rebellious vnto loue, 
That is the crowne of knighthood, and the band 
Of noble mindes deriued from aboue: 
Which,becing knit with yertue, neuer will remoue. 


2 

Andyou faire Lady kni ny deareſt Dame, 
Relentthe rigour of your wrathfull will, 
Whoſe fire were better turn'd to other flame; 
And wiping out remembrance of all ill, 
Graunt him your grace; butſo that he fulfill 
The penaunce,which ye ſhall to him empart: 
For, Louers hcauen muſtpaſſeby ſorowes hell. 
There-at full inlv bluſhed Britomart ; 

But Arthegall, cloſc {myling, ioy'dinſecret hart. 


Yet durſt hee not make Te. { ſuddenly, 
Ne thinke th'aftetion of her hart to draw 
From one to other ſo quite contrary : 
Beſides, her modeſt countenance he ſaw 
So goodly graue, and full of Princely aw, 
Thartit his ranging fancie did refraine, 
And looſer thoughts to lawfull bounds with-draw; 
Whereby the paſhon grew more fierce and faine, 
Like to a ſtubborne ſteede whom ſtrong hand would re- 
34 ſtraine. 
But Scudamour, whoſe hart twixt dobtfull feare 
And feeble hope bung all this while ſuſpence, 
Defiring of his Amoret to heare 
Some gladfull newes and ure intelligence, 
Her thus beſpake ; But fir, without nc. 
Mote I requeſt you tydings of my Loue, 
My Amoret, fith you her Feed fro thence, 
Where ſhe captiued long, great woes did proue; 
That where yeleft, I may wu. {ſeeke, as doth a 


To whom, thus GIN. ' Jo Sir Knight, 
VVharis of her become, or whither reft, 
I cannot vnto you arcad aright. 
For, from that time I from Enchaunters theft 
Her freed, in which yee her all hopeleſleleft, 
I herpreſeru'd from perill and from feare, 
And euermore from villanie her kept : 
Ne euecr was there wight to me more deare 
Then ſhe, nevnro whom I more true loue did beare. 


46 
Till on a day, as througha deſertwilde 
We travelled, both weary of the way, 
We did alight, and fate in ſhadow mild; 
Where fearelefle I toſleepe me downe did lay. 
But whenas I did out of ſlcepe abray, 
I found hernot, where I her left whyleare, 
But thought ſhe wandred was, or gone aſtray. 
I call'd herloud, I fought her far and neare; 
But no where could her find, nor tydings of her heare. 


VVhen Scudamour thoſe hw tydings heard, 
His hart was thrild with poynt of deadly feare; 
Nein his face or blood or life appear'd, 
Butſenſelefle ſtood, like toa mazed Steare, 
T hat yet of mortall ſtroke the ſtound doth beare: 
Till Glaucerhus; Faire Sir, benoughtdiſmaid 
With needlcfle dread, till certaintie ye heare: 
Por, yet ſhe may beſafe, though ſome-whart ſtraid; 
It's beſt to hope the beſt, though of the worſt affraid. 
2 Fn 
Nath'lcfle, he hardly of berchehrefal ſpeach 
Did comfort take, or in his troubled fight 
Shew'd change of better cheare: ſo ſorea breach 
Thatſudden newes had made into his ſpright; 
Till Britomart him fairely thus behight; 
Great cauſe of ſorrow, certes Sir ye haue : 
But comfort rake: for, by this heauens light 
I vow, you dead or liuing not to leaue, 
T1l I her find, and wreake on himthather did reaue. < 
T here- 
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(ant. V I. 


There-with hereſted, and EL pleaſed was. 
So peace beeing confirm'd amongſt them all, 
They tooke their ſteeds, and forward thence did pals, 
Vnto ſomereſting place which mote befall ; 
All being guided by Sir Arthegall. 
Where goodly ſolace was vnto them made, 
And Jadly feaſting both in bowre and hall, 
Vnrill that they Gr wounds well healed had, 
And weary limbesrecur'd, afterlate vlage bad. 
40 
In all which time, Sir Arthegall made way 
Vnto the loue of noble Britomare : 
And with meeke ſeruiceand much ſuit did lay 
Continuall fiege vnto her gentle hart ; 
Which, beeing whylome launc't with louely dart, 
More cath was new impreſſion to recciue, 
How-cuer ſhe her paind with womaniſh art 
To hide her wound, that none might it perceiue : 
Vaine is the art that ſeekes it ſelfe for to deceiue. 
41 
So well hee woo'd her,and fo well he wrought her, 
VVith faire entreaty and feet blandiſhment, 
Thatat thelcngth,vnto a bay he brought her, 
So as ſheerto his ſpeeches was content 
Tolend an eare, and ſoftly torclent. 
Atlaſt, through many vowes which forth he pour'd, 
And many othes, ſhee yielded her conſent 
To be his Loue, and take him for her Lord, 
Till they with mariage meet might finiſh thar accord. 


42 
Tho, when they had long time there taken reſt, 
Sir Arthegall (who all this while was bound 
Vpon an hard adventure yetin queſt) 
Fit time for him thence to depart it found, 
To follow that, which he did long propound ; 
And vnto her his congee came to take. 
But her there-with full ſore diſpleas'd he found, 
 Andloth to leaue her late betrothed Make 


Her deareſt Louc full loth ſo ſhortly to forſtike. 


4 
Yethee with ſtrong a her aſlwaged, 
And wonne her will to ſuffer him depart; 
For which, his faith with her he faſt engaged, 
And thouſand yowes from bottom of fs hart, 


That all fo ſoone as he by wit or art 
Could thatatchicue, where-to he did aſpire, 
He vato her would ipeedily revert : 
No longer ſpace there-to hee did defire, 
Buttill the horned Moone three courſes did expire. 


44 

With which, ſhe for the preſent was appeaſed, 

And yielded leaue, how euer malcontenr 

She inly were, and in her mind difpleafed. 

So,carly on the morrow next he went 

Forth on his way,to which he was ybent; 

Ne wighthim to attend, or way to guide, 

As whylome was the cuſtome ancienr 

Mongſt Knights, when on adventures they did ride; 
Save that ſhe algates him awhile accompanide. 


45 
And by the way, ſhee ſundry purpoſe found 
Of this orthat, the rme for to delay, 
And of the perils where-to he was bound, 
Thefeare whereof ſeem'd much herto affray : 
Bur all ſhe did was but to weare out day. 
Full often-times ſheleaye of him did take; 
Andeftagaine deviz'd ſome-whart to ſay, 
Which ſhe forgor, whereby excuſe to make ; 
Soloth thee was his company for to forſake. 
46 
Atlaſt, when all her ſpeeches ſhe had ſpent, 
And new occaſion fayld her more to tind, 
She lefthim to his fortunes gouernmenr, 
And backreturned with right heauy mind, 
To Scudamour, who ſhe had left behind: 
With whom ſhe wentto ſeeke faire Amoret, 
Her ſecond care, though in another kind; 
For vertues onely ſake (which doth beget 
True loue and faithfull friendſhip) ſhe dike didſet. 


=. 
Backe to that deſertforeſt they retired, 
| Where ſory Britomart had loſther late; 
There they her ſought, and every where inquired, 
Where they might tydings get of her eſtate; 
Yer found they none, But by whathapleſle fate, 
Or hard misfortune ſhe was thence conuayd, 
And ſtolne away from her belpued Marte, 
Werelong to tell; therefore I heere will ſtay 
Vatill another tide, that I it finiſh may. 
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Belphebe ſanes 


I 
9 Rear God of Loue, that with thy cruel] darts 
5 Dooſt conquer greateſt conquerors on pronnd, 

s And ſetr'ſt thy kingdomein the captiue harts 
| Of Kings and Keafars, tothy ſeruice bound, 

VVhatglory, or what guerdon haſt thou found 

In feeble Ladies ryranning ſo ſore; 

And adding anguiſh to the bitter wound, 

With which their lues thou Jauncedſt long afore, 
By heaping ſtormes of trouble on them daily more ? 

2 

So whylome didſtthou tofaire Florimell, 

Ando and fo to noble Britomart : 

So dooſt thou now to her, of whom I tell, 

The louely Amoret ; whoſe gentle hart 

Thou martyreſt with ſorrow and with ſmart, 

In ſalvage foreſts, and indeſerts wide, 

VVith Beares and Tigers taking heauy part, 

Withouren comfort, and withouten guide ; 


That pitty is to heare the perils which ſhe tride. - 


Soſoone as ſhe, with that 5.208 Britonneſſe, 
Had leftthat Turneyment for beauties prize, 
They traucl'd long ; that now for wearineſle, 
Both of the way, and war-hike exerciſe, 
Both through a foreſt riding, did deuiſe 
T'alightjand reſt their weary limbes awhile. 
There, Heauy ſleepe the eye-lids did ſurpriſe 
Of Britomart after long tedious toyle, 

That did her paſſed paines in quietreſt aſſoyle. 


4 

The whiles, faire Amoret (of nought affeard) = 
 Walktthrough the wood, for pleaſure, or for need; 

When ſuddenly behind her backe ſhee heard 

One ruſhing forth out of the thickeſt weed : 

That,ere ſhe back could rurne to taken heede, 

Had vnawares her ſnatchtvp from the ground. 

Feebly ſhe ſhriekt; but ſo feebly indeed, 

That Britomart heard not the ſhrillin 8 ſound, 
Therewhere through weary trauell ſhe Jay ſleeping ſound. 
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CAmoret rapt by greed) luſt 


The Squire her loues;& beeing blam'd 
his dayes in doole doth lead. 
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Itwas to weet, 2 wilde and long manz 
Yet was no man, but onely hke in ſhape, 
And cekein ſtature higher by a ſpan, 
All over-growne with haire, that could awhape 
An hardy hart; and his wide mouth did gape 
With huge great teeth, like to a tusked Bore : 
For, he I's all onrauin and oorape 
Of menand beaſts; and fed on fleſhly gore, 

The figne whereof yer ſtain'd his bloudy lips afore. 

6 


His neather lip was notlike man nor beaſt, 

But like a wide deepe poke, downe hanginglowe, 

In which he wont thereliques of his feaſt 

And cruell ſpoyle, which he had ſpar'd, to ſtowe : 

And over it, his huge greatnoſe did growe, 

Full dreadfully empurpled all with bloud ; 

And downe both fides, two wide long cares did glowe, 

And raught downeto his waſte, when yp he ſtood, 
More greatthen th'cares of Elephants by Indus flood. 


7 

His waſte was with a wreath of Tvie preene 
Engrt about, ne other garment wore: 
For, all his haire was like a garmentſeene; 
Andin his hand a tall young oakc he bore, 
V Vhoſeknotty ſnags were ſharpnedallafore, 
And beath'd in fire x ſecleto r= in ſted. 
But whence he was, or of what wombeybore, 
Of beaſts, or of the earth, I haue not _y 

But certes was with milke of Wolucsand Tigersfed. 


This vgly creature, in his armes her ſnatchr, 

And throughthe foreſt bore her quite away, 

V Vith bryers and buſhes all torent and ſcratcht; 

Ne care he had, ne pitty of the pray, 

Which many a kniphe had ſought ſo many a day. 

He ſtayed not, butin his armes her bearing, 

Ran till he came to th'end of all his way, 

Vnto his Caue, farre from all peoples hearing, (ring. 
Andthercheethrew herin, nought feeling, ne nought -" 

ot 
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9 
For, ſhe (deare Lady) all the way was dead, 
Whil'ſt hee in armes her bore; but when ſhe felr 
Herlſelfe downe ſouſt, ſhe waked out of dread 
Straight into griefe, that her deare hart nigh ſiwelt, 
And cit gan into tender teares to melt. 
Then, when ſhe lookt about, and nothing found 
Burt darknefle and drad horrour where ſhe dwelt, 
She almolt fell againe into aſwound; 
Ne wiſt whether abouc ſhewere, or vnder ground, 
IO 
VViththat, ſhe heard ſome one cloſe by her fide 
Sighing and ſobbing ſore, as if the paine 
Her tender hartin pecces would diuide : 
Which ſhelong liſtning, ſoftly askrt againe 
What miſter wight itwas thatſo did plaine? 
To whom, thus an{wer'd was: Ah! wretched wight, 
That ſeekes to knowe anothers griefe in vaine, 
Vuwecting of thine owne like hapleſle plight: 
Selfc to forget to mind another, is ore-ſight. 
II 
Ay me: ſaid ſhee, where am I, or with whom? 
Emong the liuing, or emong the dead 2 
What hall of mevnhappy maid become ? 
Shall death be th'end, or ought elſc worſe, aread. 
Vahappy maid, then anſ\verd ſhe, whoſe dread 
Varride, is lefſe then when thou ſhalt it try : 
Death is to him that wretched life doth lead, 
Both grace and gaine; but he in hell dothlie, * © 
Thatliuesa loathed lite, and wiſhing cannot die. + 
I2 
This diſmall day, hath thee a caytiue made, 
And yaſlall to the vileſt wretch aliue; 
Whoſe curfed viage and vngodly trade 
Thehcauecns abhorre, andinto darkneſfle driue : 
For, on the {pole of women he doth hue, 
VVhoſe bodies chaſte, when cuer in his powre 
Hee may them catch, vnable to gaine-ſtriue, 
He with his ſhamefull luſt doth hrſt deflowre, 
And afterwards themlelues doth cruelly deuoure. 
I 
Now twenty dayes (by which the ſonnes of men 
Diuide their works) haue paſt through heauen ſheene, 
Since I was broughr into this doolefull den 
During which {pace, theſe ſory eyes haueſeene 
Seauen women by him flaine, and caten eleenc. 
And now no more for him but I alone, 
And this old woman heere remaining beene, 
T1ll thou cam'ſt hither to augment ourmone ; 
And of vs three, to morrow he will fure cate one. 


14 | 

Ah! dreadfull tydings which thou dooſt declare, 

Quoth ſhee, of all that euer hath been knowne ? 

Full many great calamities andrare | 

This feeble breſt endured hath, butnone 

Equall to this, where euer I haue gone. 

But whatare you, whomlike valucky lot 

Hath linkt with me inthe ſame chaine attone 5 

Torell, quoth ſhe, thatwhich ye lee, needs nor; 
A wofull wretched maid, of God and man forgor. 


I 
But whatT was, it irkes mee s reherſe; 
Daughter vnto a Lord of hjgh degree : 
That 1oyd in happy peace, till Fates peruerſe 
VVith guilefull loue did ſecretly agree, 
To over-throwe my ſtate and dignity. 
It was oy lot to loue a gentle Swaine, 
Yet was he but a Squire of lowe degree; 
Yet was hee meer, valefle mine eye did faine, 
By any Ladies fide for Leman to hauelaine. 
16 
But for his meaneneſle and diſparagement, 
My Sire (who mee too dearely well did louc) 
Vnto my choifſe by no meanes would affcar, 
Bur often did my folly foulereproue. 
Yetnothing could my fixed mindremoue, 
But whether will'd ot nilled friend or foe, 
I me-reſolv'd the vtmoſt endto proue; 
Andrather then my Loue abandonſo, 
Both Sire, and friends, and all for cuer to forgo. 
I7 
Thence-forth, I ſought by ſecret meanesto worke 
Timeto my wall; and trom his wrathfull fighe 
To hideth'intent, which in my hart did Juke, 
Till I thereto had all things teady dight. 
So on a day, vnweeting vnto wight, 
I with that Squire agreed away to flit, 
And ina priuy place, betwixtys hight, 
Within a Groue appointed him to meete; 
To which I boldly came vpon my feeble feete. 
8 


I 
But ah ! vohappy howre methuther brought : 
For, in thatplace where I himthoughttofind, 
There was I found, contrary to my thought, 
Of this accurſed Carle of helliſh kind ; 
The ſhame of men, and plague of woman-kind: 
Who truſling me, as Eagle doth his pray, 
Me hither brought with him, as ſwift as wind, 
Where yet vntouched till thispreſentday, + 
Treſt his wretched thrall, theſad Aemylia. 


| 19 
Ah ! ſad Aemylia, then ſaid Amoret, 
Thy rucfull plightI pitty as mine owne. 
But read to mee, by what deuiſe or wit, 
Haſt thou in all this time, from himynknowne 
Thine honour ſau'd, though into thraldome throwney 
Through help, quoth ſhe, of this old woman here 
I hauc fo done, as ſheto mee hath ſhowne : 
Por, cuer when he burnt in luſtfull fire, 
Shee in my ſtead ſupplide his beaſtiall defire. 


20 

Thus, of their cuils as they did diſcourſe, 

And each did other much bewaile and mone ; 

Loe, where the villaineſelfe, their ſorrowes ſourſe, 

Came to the Caue; and rolling thence the ſtone, 

Which wont to ſtop the mouth thereof, that none 

Mightiflueforth, camerudely ruſhing in ; 

And fpredding overall theflore alone, 

Gan dighthimſelfevnro his wonted finne : =» 
Which ended, then his bloudy banker ſhould beginne. - 

4” Whick 
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21 

VVhich,when-as fearcfull Amoret percciued, 

She ſtaid not th'vtmoſt end thereof to try, 

But like a gaſtly Gelt, whoſe wits are reaued, 

Ran forth in haſte with hideous out-cry, 

For horrour of his ſhametull villany. 

But after her full lightly he vp-roſe, 

And herpurſewd as faſt as ſhee did fly : 

Full faſt ſhe flies, and farre afore him goes, 
Nefeeles the thornes & thickets prick her tender toes. 


22 

Norhedge, nor ditch, nor hill, nor dale ſhe ſtayes, 
But over-lcapes them all, hke Roebuck light, 
Andthrough the thickeſt makes her nigheſt wayes ; 
And euer-more when with regardfull fight 
Shee looking back, eſpies that grieſly wight 
Approching nigh, thee gins to mend her paſe, 
And makes her feare a ſpurreto haſte her flight : 
More ſwift then Myrrh' or Daphne in her race, 

Or any of the Thracian Nymphes in ſaluage chaſe. 


2 
Long ſo ſhe fled, and ſo he follow'dlong; 
| Neliuing ayde for her on earth appeares, 

Burt if the heauens belpeto redretle her wrong, 
Moucdwith pitty of herplentious teares. 
It fortuned Belphebe with her Peeres 
The wooddy Nymphes, and with that louely boy, 
VVas hunting then theLibbards and the Beares 
In theſe wilde woods, as was her wonted ioy, 


To baniſh ſlath, that oft doth noble minds annoy. 


2 
It ſo befell (as oftitfals in hace) 
That each of them from otherſundred were, 
And thatfamegentleSquirearriu'd in place, 
Where this ſame curiedcaytiue did appeare, 
Purſuing that faire Lady full of feare; 
And now he herquite oyer-taken had : 
And now he her away with him did beare 
Vnderhis arme, as ſeeming wondrous glad, 
That by his grenning laughter mote farrc off be rad, 


25 

Which drery {ieht the gentle Squire eſpying, 
Doth baſic to ar 48 by & —_ =, 
Led with that wofull Ladies pittious crying, 
Andhim affayleswithall the mighthe may : 
Yetwill nothe the louely ſpoyle downe lay, 
But with his craggy club in his righthand, 
Defends himſelte, and faues his gotten pray. 
Yet had it been righthard him to withſtand, 

But that he was full light, and nimble on the land. 

26 

There-to thevillaine vſed craftin fight; 
For, cuer when the Squire his Iauchn ſhooke, 
He held the Lady forth before him right, 
And with her body, as a buckler, broke 
The puiſſance of his intended ſtroke. 
Andifit chaunc't (as needes it muſt in fight) 
VVhil'ſt he on him was greedy to bewroke, 
That ay lirtle blowe on her did light, 

Then would helaugh aloud, and gather greatdelight. 


— 


27 
Which ſubtile eight did him encumber much, 
And made him oft, when he would ſtrike, forbeare; 
For, hardly could he come the carle to touch, 
But that he her muſt hurt, or hazard neare : 
Yet he his hand ſo carefully did beare, 
That atthelaſt he did himſelfe attaine, 
And therein left the pike-head of his ſpeare. 
A ſtreame of cole-blacke bloud thence guſht amaine, 
That all her filken garments did with bloud beſtaine. 
28 
With that, he threw herrudely on the flore, 
And laying both his hands vpon his glaue, 
With dreadfull ſtrokes let driue athim(ſo ſore, 
That forc't him flic aback, himſclfe to ſaue : 
Yethe there-with ſo felly ſtill did raue, 
That ſcarce the Squirehis hand could once vp-reare, 
But (for advantage) ground vnto him gaue, 
Tracing and trauerfing, now here, now there; 
For, bootleſle thing it was to thinke ſuch blowes to beare. 


2 

Whil'ſtthus inbartel| they embuſied were, 
Belphzbe (raunging in that foreſt wide) 
The hideous noyſe of their huge ſtrokes did heare, 
And drew there-to, making her eare her guide. 
Whom, when that thecte approching nigh eſpide, 
With boaw in hand, andarrowes ready bent, 
He by his former combat wouldnort bide, 
But fled away with ghaſtly drerimenr, 

Well knowing her _ his deaths ſole inſtrument. 


30 

Whom, ſeeing flie, ſhee ſpeedily purſewed 
With winged feet, as nimble asthewind; 
Andeuerin her boaw ſhee ready ſhewed 
The arrow, to his deadly marke deſign'd : 
As when Latonaes daughter, cruell kind, 
In vengement of her mothers great diſgrace, 
With fell defpight her cruellarrowes tind 
Gainſt wofull Nzobes vnhappy race, 

That all the gods did moneher miſerable caſc. 


I 
So well ſhe ſped her, and ſo "A ſhe ventred, 
That erevnto his helliſh den he raught, 
Euen as heready was there to haue entred, 
Shee ſent anarrow forth with mighty draught, 
Thatin the very dorehimover-caughr, 
And in his napearriuing, through itthrild 
His greedy throat, there-with in two diſtraught, 
That all his yitall ſpirits there-by fpild, 
And all his hairy breaſt with gory bloud was fild. 


2 
Whom, when on ground a groueling ſaw to roule, 

She ran.in haſte his life ro haue dere? : 

But ere ſhe could himreach;the ſinfull ſoule, 

Hauing his carrion corſe quite ſ{enſclefle left, 

Was fled to hell, ſurcharg'd with ſpoile and theft. 

Yet ouerhimſhethcrelong gazing ſtood, 

And oft adnur'd his monſtrous ſhape, and oft 

His nughty limbes, whil'ſtall with filthy blood 
Theplacethere, over-flowne, ſeem'd like a ſuddaine _ 

Theace, 


Cant. V 11. THE FAERIE QVEENE. 221 


Thence, forth ſhe RO, TA dreadful!l den, 
Where nought bur darkſome drerinefle ſhe found, 
Ne creature faw, but harkned now and then 
Some little whiſpering, and ſoft groning ſound. 
With that, the askt, what ghoſts there vnder ground 
Lay hid in horrour of eternall night? 
And bade them, if ſo be they were not bound, 
To come and {hew themſfelues before the light, 
Now freed from feare and danger of that diſmall wight. 


4 

Then forth the ſad md 

Yet trembling euery 10ynt through former feare; 

And after her the Hag, there with her mewed, 

A fouleand lothſome creature did appeare; 

A Leman fit for ſuch a Louer deare. 

That moou'd Pelphebe her no lefleto hate, 

Then for to rue the others heauy cheare ; 

Ofwhom ſhe gan enquire of her eſtate. 
VVho all to her atlarge, as hapned, did relate. 


5 . 

Thence ſhe them Vanda roward theplace where late 
She left the gentle Squire with .Amoret - 
There ſhee Pie found by that new louely Mate, 
Who lay the whiles in {wottne, full ſadly ſer, 
From her faire eycs wiping the deawy wet, 
VVhich ſoftly ſtild, and Eſling them atweene, ' 
And handling ſoft the hurts, which ſhedid get! 
For, of that Carle ſhe ſorely bruz'd had beene, 

Als of his owr.e raſh hand one wound was to be ſeene. 


36> 
VVhich when ſhe ſaw, with ſuddaine glauncing eye, 
Her noble hart with ſightthereof was fild 
With deepe diſdaine, and great indignity, 


That in her wrath ſhe thought them both hauethrild, 


VVith that ſcife arrow, which the Carle had kild : 
Yet held her wrathfull hand from vengeance lore, 
But drawing nigh, ere he her well beheld; 
Is this thefaith, the ſaid, and ſaid no more, 

But turn'd her face, and fled away for cuermore. 


7 
Hee, ſeeing her depart, ER vplight, . 
Rightlore agrieued at her ſharj :reproofe, 
And follow'd faſt : but when he came in fight, 
He durſt not nigh approche, but keptaloote, 
For dread of her diſpleafures vtmolt proofe. 
And cucrmore, when he did grace entreat, 
And framed ſpeeches fit for his behoofe, 
Her morrtall arrowes ſhee athim did threat, 
And forc't hum back with foule dishonour to retreat: 
bo 
Ar laſt, when long hefollow'd had in vaine, 
Yet found no eaſe of griefe, nor hope of grace, 
Vnto thpſe woods he turned back againe, 
Full of fad anguiſh, and in heauy calc : 
And finding there fit ſolitary place 
For wofull wight, choſe out a gloomy glade, 
VVhere hardly eye mote ſee bright heauens face 
For moſly trees, which coueredall with ſhade 
And ſad melancholy: there he his cabin made. 


. 39 
His wonted war-like weapons all he broke, 
And threw away, with vow to vſe no more, 
Ne thence-forth euer ſtrike in battell ſtroke, 
Ne euer word to ſpeake to woman more ; 
But in thatwildernefle (of menforlore, 
And of the wicked world forgotten quight) 
His hard mishap in dolour to deplore, 
And waſte his wretched dayes in wofull plight; 
So on hiralelfe to wreake his follies owne delpight. 
40 
And eke his garment,to be there-to meet, 
He wilfully did curand ſhape anew ; 
And his fare locks, that wontwith oyntmentſweer 
To be embaulm'd, and ſweatout dainty deaw, 
Hee let to growe, and grieſly to concrew, 
Vncomb'd, vncurl'd, and careleſly vnſhed ; 
Thatin ſhort time his face they over-grew, 
And ouer all his ſhoulders did difipred, 


That who he whylome was, vneath was to be red. 


41 
| There he continued in this carefull plight, 


Wretchedly wearing outhis youthly yeares, 
Through wilfull penury conſumed quight, 
Thatlike a pined ghoſt heſoone appeares. 
For, other foode then that wilde foreſt beares, 
Ne other drinke there did he neuer taſte 
Then running water, tempred with his teares, 
The more his weakened bodyſo to waſte; - 

That out of all mens knowledge he was worne at laſt. 


43. 
For, ona day (by fortune as it fell) 
His owne deate Lord Prince Arthur came that way, | 
Seeking adventures where he mote heare tell; 
Andashic through the wandring wood did ſtray, 
Hauing eſpide this cabin far away, 
He to it drew, to weet who there 41d wonne : 
Weening thereinſome holy Hermit lay, 
That did reſort of finfull people ſhunne 
Orelſe ſome wood-man ſhrowded there from ſcorching 
43 ({uone. 
Arriuing there, he found this wretched man, 
Spending his dayes in dolourand deſpaire 
And through long faſting woxen pale and wan, 
All over-growne with rude and rugged hare ; 
That albeit his owne deare Squire he were, 
Yet he him knew not, ne aviz'd at all; | 
But like ſtrange wight, whom he had ſeene no where, 
Saluting him, gan1nto ſpeech to fall, 
Andpitty much his plight, thatliu'd like out-caft thrall. 


44 
Butto his ſpeech he aunſwered no whit, 

But ſtood ſtill mute, as if he had beene dum, 
Ne figne of ſenſe did ſhew, ne common wit, 
As onewith griefeand anguiſh over-cum, 
And vnto euery thing did anſwere Mum: 
And euer when the Prince vnto him ſpake, 
He louted lowely, as did him becum, 
And humble homage did voto him make, 


Midſt ſorrow ſhewing 10yous ſemblance for his lake. 
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45 
At which his vncouth guiſe and vſage quaint, 
The Prince did wonder much, yet could not ghefle 
The cauſcof that his ſorrowfull conſtraint ; * 
Yet weend by ſecret fignes of manlinelle, 
Which cloſe appeard1n thatrude brutiſhneſle, 
That he whylome ſome gentle Swaine had beene, 
Traind vp in feates of armes and knightlineſle 
Which he obſeru'd, by thathe him had ſcene 
To wield his naked fiyord,and try the edges keene. 


4 
And cke by thathe ſaw on cuery tree, 
How he the name of one engrauen had, . 
Which, likely was his liefeſt Loue to bee,] 
For wham he now ſo lorely was beſtad3 
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VVhich was by him BELPHOEBE rightly rad. 

Yet who was that Belphebe, he ne wiſt ; 

Yet ſaw he often how he wexed glad, 

When hee it heard, and howthe ground hekiſt, 
Wherein it written was, and how hamſelfe he bliſt, 


47 

Tho, when helong had marked his demeanor, 

And ſaw thatall he faid and did, was vaine, 

Ne ought mote make him change his wontedtenor, 

Ne ought mote eaſe or mitigate has paine, 

He left him there 1n languor to remaine, 

Till crime for him ſhould remedy prouide, 

And him reſtore to former grace againe. 

Which,for itis too long hereto abide, 
I will deferre the end vntill another tide. 


WH AL \ 
Ul La, 


DES FAN IIS | 
Au = JEL RIS) DD 
I gt RE = AER 


=_ - 

j"® 14 FA 
ral, 

ded Yu 


= 


tity 
»R 


—_— 


ry 4 


The gentle Squire reconers grace: 
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I 
2” Ellfaid the Wiſeman, now prov'd true by this, 
Which to this gentle Squire did (iy rg ; 
” Thatthe diſpleaſure of the mighty 1s 
S/W Then death 1tſelfe more drad and deſperate: 

For, nought the ſame may calme, ne mitigate, 

Till rime the tewpeſt doe thereof delay 

With ſufferarice ſoft, which rigour can abate, 

And haue the ſterneremembrance wip't awa 
Ofbitter thoughts, which deepe therein infixed lay. 


2 

Likeas itfell to this vnhappy boy, 

Whoſe tender hart the faire Belphe#be had 

With oneſterne looke ſo daunted, that no ioy 

In all his life, which afterwards he lad, 

He cuer taſted; but with penaunce ſad, 

And penſiueforrow, pin'd and wore away, 

Ne euer laught, ne once ſhew'd countenance glad ; 

Bur alwaies wept and wailed night and day, 
As blaſted blooſm through hear doth languiſh & decay; 


Till on aday (as in his weak wiſe 
His doole lie made) there chaunc'ta Turtle-Doue 
To come, where he his dolors did deuiſe, 
That likewiſe late had loſt her deareſt Loue 3 


Slannder her gueſts doth kane: 
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Which loſle, her made like paſſion alſo proue, 
Who ſeeing his fad plight, her render hart 
VVith deare compaſſion deeply did emmoue, 
Thar ſhe gan mone his vndeſerued ſmart, 
And with her dolcfull accent, beare with him a part. 
4 
Shee, fitting by him, as on ground he lay, 
Her mournefull notes full pitriouſly Laan (of 
And thereof made alamentablelay, 
So ſenfibly compyT'd, thatin theſame 
Him ſeemed ofthe heard his owne rioht name. 
Wirh thar, he forth would poure ſo lentious teares, 
And beat his breaſt ynworthy of rack blame, 
And knocke his head, and rend his rugoed heares, 
That could haue pearc'tthe harts of Tigers & of Beares, 


, | 
Thus,long this gentlebird to him did yſe, 
Withouten dread of perillto repaire 
Vnto his wonne 3 and with her mournfull Muſe 
Him to recomfort in his greateſt care, fs 
That much dideaſe his mourning and misfare: 
And eueryday, for guerdon of her ſong, 
He part of his ſmall feaſt to her would ſhare; 
Thar atthe laſt, of all his woe and wrong, 
Companion ſhee became, and ſo comtingel long. 
Vpon 
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6 
Vpon a day, as ſhee him ſate beſide, 
By chance he certaine miniments forth drew, 
Which yet with him as reliques did abide 
Ofallthe bounty, which Belphezbe threw 
On him, whilſt goodly graceſhe did him ſhew : 
Amongſt thereſt, a iewellrich he found, 
That wasa Ruby of right perfect hew, 
Shap'tlike a a vorblecding ofthe wound, 
And with a little golden chaine about it bound, 


p 
The ſame he tooke, and with a riband new 
(In which his Ladies colours were) did bind 
* About the Turtles necke, thatwith the view 
Did greatly ſolace his engricued mind. 
All vonawarcs the bird, when ſhe did find 
Her ſelfe ſo deckt, her nimble wings diſplaid, 
And flew away, as lightly as the wand : 
" Which ſuddaine accident him much diſmaid, 
Andlooking after long, did marke which way ſhe ſtraid. 
8 


But, when as long he looked had in vaine, 
Yetſaw herforward ſtill ro make her flight, 
His weary eye returud to him againe, 

Pull of diſcomfort and difquietplight, 

Thatbotlrhis iewell he had loſt fo light, 

And eke his deare companion of his care. 

But that ſweet bird departing, flew forth right 

Thiough the wide region of the waſtfull aire, 
Yatill ſhe came where wonned his Belphzbe faire. 


There found ſhee her (as hs it did betide) 
Sitting in couert ſhade of arbors [weet, 
After line weary toile, which ſhe had tride 
In ſaluagechaſle, ro reſt as ſeem'd her meet. 
There ſhealzghting, fell before her fect, 

| And gan to her, her mournfullplaintto make, 

As was her wont: thinking to let her weet 
The great rormenting griefe, that for her ſake 

Her gentle Squirethrough her diſpleaſure did partake. 


IO 
Shee, her beholding with attentive eye, 
Atlengrth did marke abour her purple breſt 
That precious iewell, which ſhe formerly 
Had knowne right well, with colourd ribband dreſt : 
There-with ſheroſe in haſte, and her addreſt 
With ready hand:it to haue reft away. 
Burt the ſwift bird obayd not her beheſt, 
Butſwaru'd afide, and there againe did ſtay 3 
She follow'd her, and thought agamneittoaſlay. 


II 

And ever when ſhe nigh approch't,the Doue 

Would flirt a little | 95449 and then ſtay 

TYl ſhe drew neare, and then againe remoue 3 

So tempting her ſtill ro purſue the pray, 

And ſtill from her eſcaping ſoft away : 

Till that atlength, into that foreſtwide 

Sheedrew her farre, and led with lowe delay. 

In th'end, ſhe herynto thatplace did guide, 
Where-as that wofull man in languor did abide. 


IS-- 

Eftloones ſhe flew vnto his feareleſſe hand, 

And there a pittious ditty new deviz'd, 

As it ſhe would haue made him vnderſtand, 

His ſorrowes cauſe to be of her deſpis'd. | 

Whom when ſhe ſaw in wretched weedes diſpuiz'd, 

With heary glib deform'd, and meiger face, 

Like ghoſt late riſen from his Graue agryz'd, 

She knew him nor, bur pittied much his caſe, 
And wiſhtit were in herto doc him any grace. 


I 
He her beholding, at her "Io: downe fell, 
And kiſt the ground on which her foledid tread, 
And waſht the ſame with water,which did well 
From his moiſt eyes, and like two ſtreamesproceed; 
Yet ſpakeno word, whereby ſhe might arcad 
What miſter wight he was, or whathe ment: 
But as one daunted with her preſence dread, 
Onely few rucfull lookes vnto her ſent, 
As meſlengers of his true meaning and intenr. 
Ts. 
Yet nathemore, his cocaine ared, | 
But wondred much athis ſo ſelcouth caſe; 
And by his perſons ſecretſcemlihed 
Well weend,rhat he had been ſome man of place, 
Before misfortune did his hew deface : 
That beeing mou'd with ruth ſhe thus beſpaks. 
Ah! wofull man,what heauens hard diſgrace, 
Or wrath of cruell wight on thee ywrake, 
Or ſelfe diſliked life, doth thee thus wretched make >» 


I 

If heauen, then none may it LEWP'S or blame, 
Sith to his powrewe all areſnbieCt borne : 
If wrathfull wight, then foule rebuke and ſhame 
Be theirs, thathaue ſo cruell thee forlorne; 
But if through inward griefe, or wilfull ſcorne 
Of life it be, then better doe aviſe. 
For, hee whoſe daies in wilfull woe are worne, 
The grace of his Creator doth deſpiſe, 

That wil not vſe his gifts for thankleſle nigardiſe. 

| 6 


I 
When ſo he heard her ſay, eftſoones he brake 
His ſuddaine filence, which he long had pent, 
And fighing inly deepe;, her thus beſpake 
Then 67% they allthemſelues againſt me bent: 
For heauen (firit author of my languiſhment) 
Envying my too greatfelicity, 
Did cloſely with a cruel! one conſent, 
To clowd my daies in doolefull miſery, 
And make meloath this life, ſtill longing for to die. 


= 
Ne any bur your ſelfe, © deareſt dred, 
Hath done this wrong); to wreake on worthlefle wight 
Your high diſpleaſure, through miſdeeming bred : 
That when yourpleaſure is to deeme aright, 
Ye may redreſle, and me reſtoreto light. 
Which ſory words, her mighty hart did mate 
VVith mild regard, to ſee his rucfull plight, 
That herin-burning wrath ſhe gan abate, 
And himrecciu'd againe to former fauours ſtate. 
In 


20. 
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18 
In which, he long time afterwards did lead 
An happy life, with grace and good accord ; 
Fearelefle of Fortunes change, or Envies dread, 
And eke all mindlefle of his owne deare Lord 
Thenoble Prince, who neuer heard one word 
Oftydings, what did vnto him betide, 
Or what good fortune did to him afford; ; 
But through the endlefle world did wander wide, 
Him ſecking euermore, yetno where him deſcride; 


19 

Till on a day,as throughthat wood he rode, 

He chaunc't to come where thoſetwo Ladies late, 

Aemyliaand Amoret abode, 

Both in full ſad and ſorrowfull eſtate ; 

The oneright feeble, through the euill rate 

Of foode, which in herdureſle ſhe had found: 

The other, almoſt dead and deſperate 

Through her late hurts,& through that hapleſle wound, 
With which the Squirein her defence her fore aſtound. 


20 
VVhom whenthe Prince beheld, he gan to rew 
The cuill caſe in which thoſe Ladies lay ; 
But moſt was mouedatthe pittious yiew 
Of Amoret, {o neere ynto decay, 
That her greatdangerdid him much diſmay. 
Eftſoones that pretious liquor forth he drew, 
Which heinſtorcabouthum kept erage 
And with few drops thereof did foftly deaw 
Her wounds, thatynto ſtrength reſtor'd her ſooneanew. 
21 
Tho, when they both recouered wererightwell, 
He gan of them inquire, what euill guide 
Them thither brought; and how their harmes befell. 
To whom they told all thatdid them beride, 
And how from thraldomevile they were vatide 
Of that ſame wicked Carle, by Virgins hond; 
Whoſe bloudy corlſe they ſhew'd him there beſide, 
And cke his Caue, in which they both were bond : 
At which he wondred much, when all thoſe fignes he fond. 


22 

And euer-more; he greatly did deſire 
 Toknowe, what Virgin did them thenceynbind ; 

And oftof them did earneſtly inquire, 

Where was her won, and how he mote her find. 

But, when as nought according to his mind 

He could out-learne, he them from ground did reare 

(No ſeruice lothſome to a gentlekind) 

And on his war-like beaſt them both did beare, 


Himlſelfe by them on foot, to ſuccour them from feare. 


2 

$o, when that foreſt they had paſſed well, 

A little cotage farre away are ſpide, 

To which they drew, ere night ypon themfell; 
Andentriog in, found none therein abide, 

But one old woman fitting there beſide, 

Vpon the ground in ragged rude attire, 

With filthy locks about her ſcattered wide, 
Gnawing her naylesfor felneſle and for ire, 
And there-out ſucking venime to her parts entire. 


- 


24 
A fouleandloathly creatureſure in fight, 
And in conditions to beloarth'd no lefle : 
For, ſhce was ſtuftwith rancour and deſpight 
Vp to thethroat; that oft with rants 
It forth would breake, and guſh in great exceſle, 
Pouring outſtreames ofpoyſon and of gall, 
Gainſtall that truth or vertue doeprofeſle; 
Whom ſhe with leafings lewdly did miſcall, 
And wickedly back-bite : Her name men Slawnder call. 
2 
Her natureis, all goodnefle = abuſe, 
And cauſclefle crimes continually to frame; 
With which ſhe guiltlefle perſons may accule, 
And ſteale away the crowne of their good name: 
Neeuer Knightſo bold, ne euer Dame 
So chaſte and loyall liu'd, but ſhee would ſtriue 
VVith forged caulc them falſely to defame : 
Ne euer thing ſo well was doen aliue, 


But ſhe with blame would blot, & of due praiſe depriue. 
26 


Her words werenotas common words are ment, 
T'expreſle the meaning of the inward mind ; 
But noyſome breath, and poyſnous ſpirit ſent 
From inward parts, with cancred malice lin'd, 
And breathed forth with blaſt of bitter wind ; 
Which, paſſing through the eares,would pearcethe hart, 
And wound the ſouleitſelfe with griefe vakind: 
For, like the ſtings of Aſpes, thatkill with ſmarr, 
Her ſpighttull words did prick, & wound the inner part. 


27 
Such was that Hag, vnmeet to hoſt ſuch gueſts, 
Whom greateſt Princes Court would welcome faine; 
But need (that anſwers not to all requeſts) 
Bade them notlooke for better entertaine; 
And cke that age deſpiſed nicenefleyaine, 
Enur'd to hardnefle and to homely fare, 
Which them to war-like diſcipline did traine, 
And manly l:mbs endur'd with little care, 
Againſt all hard mishaps, and fortuneleſle misfare. 
28 
Then all that euening (welcommed with cold 
And cheareleflc hunger) they. together ſpent; 
Yer found no fault, but that the Hao did ſcold 
And raile at them with grudgefull diſcontent, 
For lodging there withouther owne conſent : 
Yet they enduredall with patience milde, 
And vnto reſt themſclues all onely lent, 
Regardlefle of that queane fo baſe and yilde, 
To bevniuſtly blam'd, and bitterly rewilde. 
29 
Heere well I weene,when as theſe rimes bered 
With miſ-regard,that ſome raſh witted wight, 
VVhoſe looſer thought will lightly be milled, 
Theſe gentle Ladies will miſdeemetoo light, 
For thus conuerſing with this noble Knighe; 
Sith now of dayes fuch temperance is rare 
And hardto find, that heate of youthfullſpright 
For ought will from his greedy pleaſure ſpare, 
More hardfor hungry ſteedrabftaine from pleaſant lare. 
Bux 
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But antique age, yet in the infancie 
Oftime, did live then like an innocent, 
In ſimple truth and blameleſle chaſtirie, 
Nethen of guile had made experiment; 
But voyd of vile and treacherous intent, 
Held vertue for it {elfe in loueraine awe : 
Then loyall loue had royall regiment, 
And each ynto his luſt did make alawe, 


From all forbidden things his liking to with-drawe. 


I 
The Lion there did with th hs conſort, 

And eke the Doue fate by the Faulcons fide 

Ne each of other feared fraude or tort, 

Bur did in ſafe ſecurity abide, | 

Withouten perill of the ſtronger pride : 

But when the-world woxe old, it woxe warre old 

(Whereof it hight) and hauing ſhortly tride 

The traines of wit, in wickedneſie woxe bold, 
Anddared of all finnes the ſecrets to vnfold, 

2 

Then beauty, which was cake to repreſent 

The great Creators owne reſemblance bright, 

Vnto abule of lawlefle luſt was lent, 

And made the baite of beſtiall delight: 

Then faire grew foule, & foule grew fairein fight; 

And that which wontto vanquiſh God and Man, 

Was made the vaſſall of the ViEtors might; 

Then did her glorious flowrewex dead and wan, 
Deſpis'd and troden downe of all that oyer-ran. 


And nowitisſo vtterly FRET , 
That any bud thereof doth ſcarce remaine, 
But if few plants (preſeru'd through heauenly ayde) 
In Princes Court doe hap to ſprout againe, 
Dew'd with hcr drops of bounty ſoucraine, 
Which from that goodly glorious flowre proceed, 
Sprung of the auncient ſtocke of Princes {traine, 
Now th'onely remnant of that royall breed, 
Whoſe noble kind at firlt was ſure of heauenly ſeed. 
Tho, ſoone as day diſcouered heauens face 
To ſinfull men with darkneſfle over-di gt, 
This gentle crew, gan from their eye-lids chace 
The drowzie humour of the dampiſh night, 
And did themſclues vnto their journey dight. 
So forth they yode, and forward ſoftly paled, 
That them to view had been anvncouth fight; 
How all the way the Prince on foot-paſe traced, 
The Ladies both on horſe, together faſt embraced. 


5 
Soone as they thence a were afore, 
That ſhamefull Hag (theſlaunder of her ſex) 
Them follow'd faſt,and themreuiled ſore, 
Him calling thiefe, them whores; that much did vex 
His noble hart : there-to ſhe did annex 
Falſe crimes and facts, ſuch as they neuer ment, 
That thoſe two Ladies much aſham'd did wex : 
The more did ſhepurſuc her lewd intent, 


And rayl'd and rag'd, till ſhe had all her poyſon ſpent. 


6 

Atlaſt, when they were oalled out of ſight, 
Yet ſhee di1 not her ſpightfull ſpeech forbeare, 
But after them did barke, and ſtill back-bite, 
Though there were none her hatefull words to beare : 
Likeas a curre doth felly bite and teare 
The ſtone, which paſſed ſtranger at him threw ; 
So ſhe them ſeeing paſt thereach of eare, 
Againſt the ſtones and trees did raile anew, 


Tillſhe had duld the ſtin g,which in her tongs end grew. 


7 

They, paſſing forth, kept 2 theirready way, ® 
With eafie ſteps {o {oft as foote could ſtride, 
Both for great fecblefle, which did oft aflay 
Faire Amoret, that ſcarcely ſhee could ride ; 
Andekethrough heauy armes, which ſoreannoyd 
The Prince on toot, not wonted (o to fare: 
Whoſe ſteady hand was faine his ſteed to guide, 
And ailthe way from trotting hard to ſpare, 

So was lis toylethe more, the more that was his care. 

8 

Atlength, they ſpide, hard towards them with ſpeed 
A Squire came gallopping, as hewould fie; 
Bearing aliule Dwarte betore his ſteed, 
Thar all the way full loud for ayde did cry, 
Thatſeem'd his ſhrikes would rend the braſen Sky: 
VVhom after did a mighty man purſew, 
Riding vpon a Dromedare on hie, | 
Of ſtature huge, and horrible ofhew, 

That would haue maz'd a man his dreadfull face to view: 


For, from his fearefull _ il ficrie beames 
More ſharpe then poynts of needles did proceed, 
Shooting forth farre away two flaming ſtreames, 
Full of ſad powre, that poyſonous bale did breed 
To all, that on himlookt without good heed, 
And lecretly his enennes did flay : | 
Like as the Bafilisk, of ſerpents ſeed, 

From powretull eyes cloſe venim doth conuay 

Into the lookers hatr, and killeth farre away. 

Þs) 

Hee all the way did rage at - oF TOM Squire, 

And after him fill many threatnings threw, 
With curſes vainein his avengefull ire: 

But none of them (fo faſt away he flew) 

Him over-tooke, before he came in view. 
Where, when he faw the Prince in armour bright, 
He cald to him aloud, his caſe to rew, 

And reskew him through ſuccour of his might, 

Fromthar his cruell foe, that him purſewd in fighe. 


41 
Eftſoones the Prince tooke downe thoſe Ladies twaine 
From lofty ſteed, and mounting in their ſtead 
Came to that Squire, yettrembling euery vaine : 
Of whom he gan enquire his cauſc of dread; 
Who, as he ganthe fame to him aread, 
Lo, hard behind his backe his foc was preſt, 
With dreadfull weapon aymed at his head: 
That vnto death had doen himvnredreſt, 
Had not the noble Prince lus ready ſtroke repreſt, 


Who; 
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22.6 CHE FOVARTH BOOKE OF Cant, Y 111. 


4 


V Vho,thruſting boldly rwixe him and the blowe, 

The burden of the deadly brunt did beare 

Vpon his ſhield; which l:ghtly he did throwe 

Over his head, before the harme came neare. 

Nath'lefle, it fell with ſo deſpiteous dreare 

And heauy ſway, thathard vnto his crowne 

Theſhicld it droue, and did the couering reare : 

There-with both Squire and Dwarke did tumble downe 
Varo the earth, and lay lob g whilein ſenſeleſfle{woune. 


4 
V Vhere-atthe Princefull WY his ftrong righthand 
In full avengement heaued vp on hie, 
And ſtrooke the Pagan with his ſtecely brand 
So ſore, that to his taddle-boaw thereby 
Hebowed lowe, and {o awhile did ie : 
And ſure, had not his maſlie iron mace 
Betwixt him and his hurt been happely, 
It would haue cleft him to the girding place : 
Yer as itwas, itdid aſtoniſh him long ſpace. 


44 

Burt, when he to himſelfereturn'd againe, 

All full of rage he gan to curleaud {weare; 

And vow by Maboune that he ſhould be flaine. 

With that, his murdrous mace he vp didreare, 

That ſeemed nought the ſoule thereof could beare, 

And there-with fmoteathim with all his might. 

Butere thatitto him approched neare, 

The royall child, withready quicke fore-fight, 
Did ſhun the proofe thereof, and it auoyded bghr. 


45 
But erehis hand he couldrecure againe, 
To ward his body from the balefull ſtound, 
He {more athim with all his might and maine, 
So furiouſly, that cre he wiſt, he found 
His head before him tumbling on the ground. 
The whiles, his babbling rongue did yet blaſpheme 
And curle his God, thatdid him ſo confound ; 
The whiles his life ran forth in bloudy ſtreame, 
His {oule delccnded downe into the Stygian reame. 


4 
Which when that Squire beheld, he woxe full glad 
To lee husfec breathe out his ſpright in vaine : 
But that ſame Dwarferightſory ſeem'd and (ad, 
And howl'd aloudeto lee his Lord there ſlaine, 
Andrent his haire, and ſcratchr hisface for paine. 
Then gan the Prince art leaſure to 10quire 
Of all the accident, there hapned plane, 
And whathewas,whoſc eyes did flame with fire ; 
All which was thus to him declared by that Squire. 


47 

This mighty man, quoth he, whom you haueſlaine, 
Of an huge Gianteſſe whylome was bred ; 
Andby his ſtrength, ruleto himſelfe did gaine 
Of many Nations into thraldome led, 
And mighty kingdomes of his force adted 
Whom yet he conquer'd not by bloudy tight, 
Ne hoſts of mien with banners brodedillpred, 
Butby the powre of his infectious ſight, 

With which he killed all that came within his might. 


8 
Ne was he euer eancaitiadns. 
But cuer yanqueſht all with whom he fought; 
Ne was there man ſo ſtrong but he downe bore, 
Ne woman yetſo faire, but he her brought 
Vnto his bay, and captiued herthoughr. 
For, moſt of ſtrength and beaurie his deſire 
Was ſpoyle to make, and waſtethem vnto nought, 
By caſting ſecret flakes of luſtfull fire 
From his falſe eyes, into theirharrs and parts entire. 


Therefore Corflambo was hall aright, 
Though nameleflethere his body now doth lie, . 
Yet hath heleft onedaughter, that is hight 
Thefaire Pa&ana ; who ſeemes outwardly 
So faire, as cuer yet law liuing eye: 
And, were hervertuelike her beautie bri ohr, 
She were as faire as any ynder sky, 
But (ah) ſhee giuen1s tovaine delight, 
And cke too looſe of life, and eke of loue too light. 
O 
So asitfell, therewas a ontls Squire 
Thatlov'd a Lady of high parentage ; 
But for his meane degree mightnor aſpire 
To match ſo high: her friends with counſel! lage, 
Difſwaded her from ſuch a diſparage. 
But ſhee, whoſe hart to Joue was wholly lent, 
Out of his hands could notredeeme her gage, 
But firmely following her firſt intent, 
Reſolu'd with him to wend, gainſt all herfriends conſent, 


I 

So twixt themſclues they penned time and place: 

To which, when he according did repaire, 

An hard mishap and diſaventrous caſe 

Him chaunc't; inſtead of his Aemyliafaire 

This Giants ſonne, thatlyes there on the laire 

An headlefle heape, him vnawares there caught; 

And,all difmaid through mercilefle deſpaire, 

Him wretched thrall ynto his dungeon brought, 
Where he remaines, of all ynſuccpur'd and vuſought. 


2 
This Giants daughter ck a day 
Vnto the priſon in her ioyous glee, 
Toview the thrals which therein bondage lay : 
Amoneſt the reſt ſhe chaunced thereto {ce 
This louecly ſwaine, the Squire of lowe degreez 
Toawhorn ſhee did her liking lightly caſt, 
And wooed him her Paramour to bee : 
From day to day ſhe woo'd and pray'd him faſt, 
And for his ary him promiſtliberricatlaſt, 


5 
He, though aftide vnto a Ce Loue, 
To whom his faith he firmely meantto hold, 
Yet ſeeing not how thence he mote remoue, 
But by that meanes, which fortune did vnfold, 
Her graunted loue, but with affeftion cold, 
To win her grace his libertieto get. 
Yerſhe him ſtill deraines in captiue hold; 
Fearing leaſtif ſhe ſhouldhim freely ſet, 
He would her ſhortly leaue, and formerloue forget. D 
ct 
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4 

Yet ſo much fauour ſhee SM hath hight 
Aboue the reſt, that he fometimes wy ſpace 
And walke about her gardens of delight, 
Hauing a Keeper ſtill with him in place; 
Which Keeper is this Dwarfe, her dearling baſe, 
To whom the keyes of euery priſon dore 
By her committed be, of ſpeciall grace, 
And at his will may whom heliſt reſtore, 

And whom he liſt reſerue, to be aſflicted more. 


Whereof when tydings camevato mine care 
(Full inly ſory for the feruent zeale, 
Which I to him as to my ſoule did beare ) 
I thither went ; where did long conceale 
My ſelfe, till that the Dwarfe d1d me reucale, 
And told his Dame, her Squire of lowe degree 
Didſecretly out of her priſon ſteale ; 
- For, me he did miſtake that Squire to bee : 
For, neuer twoſo like did liuing creature ſec. 


6 
Then was I taken, and bee her brought: 
Who, through thelikeneſſe of my outward hew, 
' Beeing likewiſe beguiled in her thought, 
Gan blame me much for beeing fo vatrew, 
To ſecke by flight her fellowſhip t'eſchew, 
That lov'd mee deare, as deareſt thing aliue: 
Thence ſhe commaunded meto priſon new3 
Whereof I glad, did not gaine-ſay nor ſtriue, 
But ſuffred thatſame Dwarfe me to Lis dungeon driue. 


7 
Theredid I find mine onely faithful! friend 
In heauy plight andad perplexitic 
Whereof I lory, yetmy ſelfe did bend, 
Him to recomfortwith my company. 
But him the more agreeu'd I found thereby : 
For, all his joy, he ſaid, in that diſtreſle, 
Was mine and his Aemyliaslibertie. 
Aemylia well helov'd, as I mote gheſle; 
Yetgreater loueto me then her he didprofeſle. 
8 


F 
But I, with better reaſon him aviz'd, ee 


And ſhew'd him; how through errour 8& musthought 
Of our like perſons eath to be diſguiz'd, 
Or his exchange, or freedome might be wrought. 
Where-to fall loth was he, ne would for ought 
Conſent, that I, who ſtood all feareleſle free, 
' Should wilfully be into thraldome brought, 

Till fortune did perforce itſo decree: 

Yet over-rul'd,atlaſt,he did to me agree. 


The morrow next, about F YOly howre, 
The Dwarfe cald at the doore of Anryas, 
To come forth-with vnto his Ladies bowre. 
In ſtead of whom, forth came I Placidas, 


And vndiſcerned, forth with him didpaſs. 
There, with great ioyanceand with gladſome glee, 
Of faire Prana Ireceiued was, 
And oftimbrac't,as if thatI were hee, 
And with kind words accoyd, vowing great toueto mee. 
60 
Which I,that was not bent to former Loue, 
As was my friend, that had her long refus'd, 
Did well accepr, as well it did behoue, 
Andto the preſent need it wiſely vs'd. 
My former hardneſle, firſt, I faire excus'd; : 
And after, promiſtlarge :mmerids to make. 
With ſuch ſmooth tearmes, her error Iabus'd, 
To my friends good, more then for mine owne ſake; 
For whoſe ſole liberty, I loue and life did ſtake. 
G1 
Thence-forth, I found more fauour at her hand; 
Thatto her Dwarfe, which had mein his charge; 
She bade to lighten my too heauy band, _ 
And graunt moreſcopeto meto walkeat large. 
So on aday, as by the flowrie marge 
Of afreſh ftreame I with that Elfe $a play, 
Finding no meanes how I might vs enlarge, 
But if that Dwarfe I could with me conuay, 
I lightly ſnatcht him vp, and with me bore away. 


62 
Therc-at he ſhriekt aloud, that with his cry 
The Tyrantſelfe cameforth with yelling bray, 
And me purſew'd ; but nathemore rroidlf I 
Fortve the purchaſe of my gottenpray, 
But haueperforce him hither broughtaway. 
Thus as they talked, loe, where nigh at hand 
Thoſe Ladies two (yetdoubtfullthrough diſmay) 
In preſence came, defirous conderſtand, 
Tydingsofall, which there had hapned on the land. 
6 


Where, ſoone as ſad Hemligdid elpy 
Her captiue Louersfriend, young Placidas ; 
All mindleſfle of her wonted modeſtie, 
She to him ran,and him with ſtraight embras 
Enfolding ſaid, And lives yet Amyas ? 
Hee liues, quoth he, and his Aemylia lones. 
Then lefle, ſaid ſhe, by all the woe paſs, 
With which my weaker patience fortuneproues. | 
But what mishap thus long him fro my ſelferemoues? 
6 


Then gan heall this ſto Rs ATR 
And tell the courſe of his captiuity | 
That her deare hartfull deepely madeto rew 
And figh full ſore, to heare the miſery, - ". 
| Iawhichſo long he mercileſle did lie. 
Then, after many teares and forrowes _ 
She deare beſoughtthe Prince of remedy : 
| Who there-to did with ready will conſent, 
And well perform'd, as ſhall appeare by his event. 
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THE FIFT BOOKE OF 


Canto IX. 


The Squire of lowe degree,releaſt, 
Pezana takes to wife: 

Britomart fights with many Knights, 
Prince Arthur ſtints their ſtrife. 
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FI 
Ard is the doubt, and difficult to deeme, 
| When all three kinds of Joue together meet, 
And doediſpartthe hart with powre extreame, 
p Whether ſhall weigh the ballance downe to . 
The deare afteCtion vnto kindred ſweet, (weet 
Or raging fire of loue to woman-kind, 
Or zeale of friends combin'd with yertues meet. 
Bur ofthem all, the band of vertuous mind 


Me ſeemesthe gentle hart, ſhould moſt aſſured bin& 
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For, naturall affe&tionſoone doth ceſle, 
And quenched is with Cwpids greatcrflame : 
But faithfull friendſhip doth them both ſuppreſle, 
And them with maiſtring diſcipline doth tame, 
Throvgh thoughts aſpyring to eternall fame. 
For, as thefoule doth rule the earthly maſs, 
Andall the ſeruice of the body frame ; 
So loue of {oule doth loue of body pals, | 
No lefle thenperfe& gold ſurmounts the meanelt braſs, 


All which who liſt by triall 6 aſlay, 
Shallin this ſtory find approuedplaine ; 
In which, this Squires true friendſhip more did ſway, 
Then either care of Parents could refraine, | 
Or "1c of faireſt Lady could conſtraine. 
For, the11gh Paana were as faireas morne, 
Yet did this truſty Squire with proud diſdaine, 
For his friends {ake her offred fauours ſcorne, 
And ſheherſelfc her fire, of whom ſhe was yborne. 


4 

Now after that Prince Arthur graunted bad, 

To yeeld ſtrong ſuccourto that gentle ſwaine, 

Who now long time had lyen inpriſon ſad, 

He gan aduiſe how beft he mote darraine 

That enterprize, for greateſt glories gaine. 

Thar headlefſe Tyrants trunk hereard from ground, 

And hauing ymprt the head to it againe, | 

Vpon his vſuallbeaſt it firmely bound, 
And madceitſo to ride, as italue was found. 
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5 
Then did he take that chaced Squire, andlayd 
Beforethe rider, as hecapriuc were, 
And made his Dwarfe (though with.vnwilling ayd) 
To guide the beaſt, that did his maiſter beare, 
Till to his Caſtle they approched neere. 
Whom, when the watch that kept continuall ward 
Saw comming home all yoyd of doubtfull feare, 
He running downe, the gate to him vnbard; 
Whom ſtraight the Prince coſuing, in together far'd, 
6 . 


There he did find in herdelicious boure, 
Thefaire Pena playing on a Rote, 
Complayning of her cruell Paramoure, 
And tinping all her ſorrow to the note, 
As ſhe had learned readily byrote; 
That with the fiweetneflec of herrare delight ,. 
The Prince halferapt, began on herto dote : 
Till better him Wa: of the right, 

He her vnwares attach't,and captive held by might. 


7 
Whence beeing forth produc't, when ſhe percciued 
Her owne dearc Sire, ſhe cald to him for ayde. 
Butwhen ofhim no aunſwere ſhe receued, 
But ſaw him ſenſelefle by the Squire vp-ſtaid, 
She weened well, that then ſhe was betraid : 
Then gan ſhe loudly cry, and weepe, and waile, 
And that ſame Squire of treaſonto vpbraid. 
Burt all in vaine, her plaints mightnotpreuaile, 
Ne none there was to reskew her, nenoneto baile. 


8 

Then tooke hethat ſame Dwarfe, andhim compeld 
To open vnto him the priſon dore, 
Andforthto bring thoſe thrals which there he held. 
Thence,forth were brought to him aboue aſcore 
Of Krighrs and Squires to himvnknowne afore : 
All which hedid from bitter bondagefree, 
And vnto former liberty reſtore. 

Amongſt thereſt, that Squire of lowe degree 


Cane forth full weake and wan, not like hamſelfe to bee. 
VVhom 
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Whom ſoone as faire AEmilia beheld, 
And Placidas, they both vato him ran, 
And him embracing faſt berwixt them held, 

. Srriuing to comfort him all that they can, 

And kiſling oft his viſage pale and wan; 
That fuire Peanathetn beholding both, 
Gan both enuy, and bitterly to ban ; 
Through jealous paſſion weeping inly wroth, 

To ſcethe fightperforce, that both her eyes wereloth. 

10 

But when awhile they had together been, 

And diuerſly conferred of their caſe ; 
' She, thoughfull oft ſhe both of them had ſeene 

Aſunder, yet not eucr in oneplace, 
Began to doubt, when ſhe them ſawe embrace, 
Which was the captiue Squire ſheloy'd ſo deare, 
Deceiued through great likeneſle of their face. 
For, they ſo like in perſon did appeare, 

That ſhe vneath diſcerned, whether whether were- 

Il 

And ekethe Prince, when as he themauized,' 
Theirlike reſemblance much admired there, 
And maz'd how Nature had ſo well diſguized 
Her worke, and counterfet her ſelfe ſo neare, 
Asif that by onepatterneſeene ſomewhere, 
She had them made a Paragone to be; 
Or, whether it through skill, or error were. 
Thus gazing long, atthem much wondred he, 

So did the othet knights and Squires, which him did fee. 


12 
Then gan they ranſacke that ſame Caſtle ſtrong, 
In which he found great ſtore of hoorded threaſure; 
The which, that tyrant gathered had by wrong 
And tortious powre, without reſpect or meaſure, 
Vpon all which the Briton Prince made ſcafure, 
And afterwards continu's there awhile, 
Toreſt him ſe]fe, and ſolace in ſoft pleaſure 
Thoſe weaker Ladies after weary toyle 3 
To whom hedid diuide partof his purchaſt ſpoile. 


1 

And for more ioy,that captitn Lady faire. * 

The faire Peana he enlarged free; 

Andby the reſt did ſet in ſumptuous charre, 

To feaſt andfrollicke; nathemore would ſhe 

Shew gladſome countenance nor pom glee? 

But grieued was forloffe both of her fire, 

And eke of Lordſhip ,with both land and fee : 

But moſt ſhe touched was with griefe entire, 


For loſleof her new Loue, the hope of herdefire. 


I 

But her the Prince, throngh bis well wonted grace, 

To bettertearms of myldneffedidentreat, ' 

From that fowlerudeneſle, which did her deface ; 

And that ſame bitter corfiue, which did eat 

Her tender heart, and made refraine from meat, #* 

He with good thewes and ſpeeches well applide, 

Did mollfie, and calme herraging heat. 

For, thongh ſhe were moſt faire, and goodly dide,' 
Yetſhe itall did mar, with cruelty and pride. | 


I 
Andforto ſhut vp all in friendly loue, 
Sith loue was firſt the ground of all her orieke, 
Thartruſty Squire he wiſely well did moue 
Notto deſpiſe thatDame, v/hich lov'd hum licfe, 
Till he had madeof her ſomebetterpriefe, 
But to accept her to his wedded wife. 
T hereto he offred for to make him chicfe 
Of all her land and Lordſhip during life : 
He yeclded, and her tooke; ſo (tinted all their ſtrife. 
16 
From thatday forth,in peaceandioyous bliſs, 
They liv*d togetherlong without debare : 
Ne pnuate1arre, ne ſpite of enimis 
Could ſhake the ſafe aſſurance of their ſtare. 
And ſhe, whom Nature did fo f:ire creare 
That ſhe mote match thefaireſt of her dayes, 
Yet with lewd loves and luſt intemperate 
Had it defic't; thenceforthreformd her waics, 
That all men much admir'd her change , & ſpakehur praiſe. 


17 

Thus when the Prince had perfetly compilde 
Thefepaires of friends jn peace and ſettled reſt; 
Himfſelfe, whoſe minde didtrauell 2s with childe 
Of his old loue, conceiu'd in ſecretbreaſt, 
Reſolued to purſue his former gueſt; ' 
Andtaking leaue of all, with him did beare 
Faire Amoret, whom Fortune by bequeſt 

_ Hadleftin his proteQtionwhileare, 

Exchanged out of oncinto an other feare. 


18 
Feare of her ſafety did her not conſtraine. 
For,well ſhe wiſt now:in a mighty hand, 
Her perſon late in-pertll, did remaine, 
Who able was, all dangers to withſtond. 
Butnow in feare of ſhame ſhe more did ſtond,: 
Seeing herſelfe all ſalyſuccourlefle, -. 
Left inthe Vitors powre, like vaſlall bond; 
Whoſe will her a could no way repreſle, 
In caſe his burning luſtſhould breake into excelle. 


I 
Butcauſe of fearefurekadihen none at all 
Of him, who goodly learned had of yore 
The courſe of looſe affettion to forſtall, 
And lawelefle luft to rule with reaſons lare; 
Thatallthewhile he by his fide her bore, 
She was as fafeas ina Sanctuary. 
Thus many miles they two together worcy 
 Toſceketheir Loues diſperſeddinerſly, 
Yetneitherſhew'dto other their hearts priuity. 
20 
Atlength they came, wher-as a troupe of Knights 
They fawe togetherskirmiſhing, as ſeemed : 
Sixe they were all, all full of fell deſpight ; 
But foure of them the battell beſt beſeemed, | 
That which of them was beſt, mote not be deemed. 
Thoſefoure were they ,from whom falſe Florimelt 
By Braggadocchiolately was redeemed; 
To weet, ſterne Dr#0n, and lewd Claribell, 
Loue-lauiſh Blandamoyr, and luſtfull Paridell. 
V 2 . | 
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21 
Druons delight was all in ſinglelife, 
And vnto Ladies loue would lend no leaſure : 
The more was Claribell enraged ite 
With ferucnt flames, and loued out of meaſure: 
Sockelov'd Blandamour, bur yer at pleaſure 
Would change his liking, and new Lemans proue : 
But Paridell of loue did make no threaſure, 
But luſted after all thathim did moue. 
So diuerſly theſe foure diſpoſed were to loue. 


22 
But thoſe two other, which beſide them ſtood, 
Were Britomart, and gentle Scudamour, 
Who all the while beheld their wratbfull mood, 
And wondred at theirimpacableſtoure, 
VVholſlelike they neuer faw till that ſame houre : 
So dreadfull ſtrokes each did at other driue, 
And layd onload with all their might and powre, 
As if that euery dint the ghoſt would riue 
Out oftheir wretched corſes, and their lives depriue : 


22. 
As when Dan Aeolus in cdifbleature, 
Forlofle of his deare Lou by Neptune hent, 
Sends forth the winds out of his hidden threaſure, 
Vpontheſcato wreakehis fell intent ; 
They breaking forth with rude ynruliment, 
From all foureparts of heauen,doe rage full ſore, 
And tofle the deepes, and tearethe firmament, 
And all the world confound with wide vprore, 
As if in ſtead thereof, they Chaos would reſtore. 


2 
Cauſe of their diſcord, and Go fell debate, 
Was for theloue of thatſame ſnowy maid, 
VVhom they had loſt in Turneyment of late; 
And oeking lows! to weet which way ſhe ſtraid . 
Met here together : where, through lewd vpbraid 
Of Ate and Dueſſa they fell out; | 
And each one taking partin others aid, 
This cruell confliraiſed there-abour, 
VVhoſe dangerous ſucceſſe depended yerin dour. 


2C 
For, ſometimes Paridell and AY RO 
The better had, and betthe others backe ; 
Eftſoones the others did the field recoure, 
And on their foes did workefullcruell wrack : 
Yet neither would their fiend-like furieflack, 
But cuermore their malice did augment ; 
Till that yneath they forced were, for lack 
Of breath, their raging rigourtorelent, 
And reſt themſchues, tor to recouer ſpirits ſpent. 
26 


There gan they change their ſides, and new parts take ; 
For, Paridelldidtaketo Druons fide, 
For old deſpight, whichnow forth newly brake 
Gainſt Blandamour, whom alwaieshe enuide :; 
And Blandamonr:to Claribell relide. 
So all afreſh gan formerfightrenew: 
As when two Barkes, this caried with the tide, }.. 
That with the wind, contrary courſes ſew, 

If wind and tide doe change, their courſes change anew. 


27 
Thence-forth, they much more furiouſly gan fare, 
As if but then the batrell had begonne; 
Ne helmets bright, ne hawberks ſtrong did ſpare, 
That through the cliftsthe vermeil bloud out ſponne, 
And all adowne their riuen tides did ronne. 
Such mortall malice, wonder was to ſce 
In friends profeſt, and ſo great out-rage donne: 
Burt ſooth 1s ſaid, and tride in each degree, 
Faint friends when they fall out, moſt cruell foe-mea bee. 
28 
Thus they long while continued in fight, 
Till Scadamoar, and that ſame Briton maid, 
By fortune in that place did chance to light: 
Whom ſoone as they with wrathfull eye bewraide, 
They gan remember of the foule yp-braid, 
The which that Britonnefle had to them donne, 
In that late Turney forthe ſnowy maid ; 
Where ſhe had them both ſhamefully fordonne, 
And cke the famous prize of beauty from them wonne. 


2 
Eftſoones all burning with afreſh deſire 
Of fellreuenge,in their malicious mood, 
They from x ys gan turne their furious ire, 
And cruell blades yet ſteeming with hot blood, 
Againſt thoſe two let driue, as they were wood : 
Who wondring much atthatſo ſuddaine fit, 
Yet nought dilmaid, them ſtoutly well withſtood ; 
Ne vielded foot, ne once aback did flir, 
But becing doubly ſmitten, likewiſe doubly ſmit. 


O 

The war-like Dame was a part aflaid 

Of Claribell and Blandamour attone z 

And Paridell and Druon fiercely layd 

At Scudamour, both his profefled Wo 

Foure charged two, and two ſurcharged one: 

Yet did thoſe two themſelues ſo brauely beare, 

Thatth'other little gained by the lone, 

But with their owne repayed duely were, 
And vſury withall : ſuch gaine was gotten deare. 


I 
Full often-times did a aſſay 

To ſpeake to them, and ſome emparlance moue ; 
But they for nought their cruell hands would ſtay, 
Ne lend an eare to ought that might behoue, 
As when an cager makiffe once doth proue 
The taſte of bloud of ſome engored beaſt, 
No wordes may rate, nor rigour him remoue 
From greedy hold of that his bloudy feaſt: 


So little did they harken to her ſweet beheaſt, 


2 

Whomwhen the Briton AE. afarre beheld 

With ods of ſo vacquall match oppreſt, 

His mighty hart with indignation ſiveld, 

And inward grudge fild his hervick breſt: 

Efrſgones himfelte he to their ayde addreſt. 

And thruſting fierce into the thickeſt preaſe, 

Divided them, howeuer loth to reſt, 

And would them fainefrombattellto ſurceaſe, 
With gentle words perfwading them to friendly peace. 

But 
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33 
But they ſo farre from peace orpatience were, 
That all attonce at him gan fiercely flie, 
And lay on load, as they him downe would beare ; 
Like to a ſtorme, which hovers vnder sky 
Lanig here and:there, and round aboutdoth ſtie, 
Atlength breakes downeinraine,and haile,and fleet, 
Firſt, from one coaſt, tillnought thereof be dry; 
And then another, till that likewiſe fleet; : 
And ſo from fide to fide, till all the world it weer. 


| 4 
But now their forces evatly were decayd, 
The Prince yet beeing freſhvntoucht afore ; 
Who them with ſpeeches mulde gan firſt diſſwade 
From ſuch foule out-rage, andthem long forbore : 
Till ſeeins them through ſuffrance hartned more, 
Him ſelfe he bent their furies to abate : 
And =_ atthem ſo ſharpely and fo ſore, 
That ſhortly them compelled to retrate, 
And beeing broughtin danger, torelent too late. 


| 35 
But now his courage being throughly fired, 
He meant to make them knowe their follies priſc, 
Had not thoſe two him inſtantly deſired 
T'aflwage his wrath, and pardon their meſpriſe. 
At whoſe requeſt he gan himſclfe adviſe 
To ſtay his hand, and of atruceto trear 
In milder tearmes, as liſt them to deuile : 
-  Mongſt which, the cauſe of their ſo cruell hear 
He did them aske : who all that paſſed gan repeat; 


Andtold at large, how that AR errant Knight, 
To weet, faire Britomart, them late had foyled 
In open turney,and by ka, or fight, 
Both of theirpublique praiſe had them deſpoyled, 
Andalfo of their priuate Loues beguiled; 
Of two, full hard to read the harder theft. 
But ſhee, that wrongfull challengeſoone alloyled, 
And ſhew'd that ſhe had notthat Lady reft 
(As they ſuppos'd) butherhad to herliking left. 


7 
To whom, the Prince has goodly well rephed; 
Certes, fir Knight, ye ſeemen much to blame, 
To rip vp wrong, that battell once hath tried; 
Wherein the honour both of Armes ye ſhame, 


And ekethe loue of Ladies foule defaine ; 
To whom the world this franchiſe euer yeelded, 

That of their loues choice they might freedom clame, 
And in that right, ſhould by all knights be ſhielded : 
Gainſt which me ſcemes this war yee wrongfully haue wiel- 

3 (ded. 

And yet, quoth ſhe, a greater wron g remaines : 

For, I thereby my former Loue haue loſt ; 

Whom ſeeking euer ſince with endleſſe paines, 

Hath me much ſorrow and much trrauell coſt : 

Aye me! toſeethat gentle mayd fo toſt, 

But Scudamour, then ſighing deepe,thus (aid; 

Certes, herloſle ought me toſorrow moſt, 

Whoſerightſheis, where-euer ſhe be ſtraide, 
Through many perils won, and many fortunes waide: 


39 
For, from the firſt that I her loue profeſt, 


Vntothis howre, this preſentlucklefle howre, 
I neuer ioyed happineſle norreſt ; 
But, thus turmoild from one to other ſtowre, 
I waſte my life, and doe my dayes deuoure 
In wretched anguiſh, and incefſantwoe, 
Paſſing the meaſure of my feeblepowre, 
That living thus, a wretch, and louin o lo, 

T neither can my loue, ne yet my life forgo. 


40 
Then good fir Claribell him thus beſpake; 
Now were itnot fir Scudamour to you 
Diſlikefull paine, ſoſad a taske to take, 
Mote weentreat you, ſith this gentle crew 
Is now {o well accorded all anew ; 
Thatas we ride together on our way, 
Yewillrecount to vs in order dew 
All that adventure, which ye did aſſay 
For that faire Ladies loue : paſt perils well apay. 
41 
So gan the reſt him likewiſe to require ; 
But Britomart did him importune hard, 
To take on himrhat paine : whole great defire 
He glad to fatisfie, himſelfeprepar'd 
To tell through whatmisfortune he had fur'd, 
In that atchiuement, as to him befell : 
Andall thoſe dangers vnto them declar'd : 
Which ith they cannot in this Canto well 
Compriſed be, I will them in another tell. 


F 3. ; Canto 
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Canto: Xx, 


Scudamour doth his conque#! tell, 
of vertuons Amoret : 

Greet Venus temple is deſcrib'd, FE BCE PS 
and Loners life forth ſet. DRE 7 ON 
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wer R uc hccitſaid, what-euer man it ſaid, 

a That loue with gall and hony doth abound: 
Lak But if the one be with the other way'd, 
© For euery dram of hony therein found, 
ZSaz A pound of gall doth overit redound. 
T hart l too true by triall haue approued : 
For, ſince the day that firſt with deadly wound 
My hart was launc't, and learned to haueloued, 


I neuer ioyed howre, bur ſtill with care was moued. 


2 
And yet ſuch grace is giuen them from aboue, 
That all the cares and euill which they meet, 
May nought at all their ſettled mindes remoue, 
But ſeemegainſt commonſenſe to them moſt ſweet; 
As boſting in their wartyrdome vnmeet. 
So all that euer yet Thaueendured, 
I count as nought,and tread downe vnder feer, 
Sith of my Loue atlength I reſt aſſured, 
That to difloyaltie ſhe will not be allured, 


Lorg wereto tell the VOY © and long toyle, 

Through which this ſhield of loue I late haue wonne, 

And purchaſed this peereleſſe beauties ſpoile, 

That harder may be ended, then begonne. 

But ſince ye ſo defire; your will be donne. 

Then hacks! ye gentle knights and Ladies free, 

My hard mishaps, that ye may learne to ſhonne 3 

For, though ſweet Loue to conquer glorious bee, 
Yetis the painethereof much greater then the fee. 


| 4 

What time thefame of this renowmed priſe 

Flew firſt abroad, and all mens cares poſleſt, 

T having armes then taken, gan aviſe 

To winne me honour by ſome noble geſt, 

And puree. me ſomeplaceamongſ the beſt. 

I boldly thought (fo young mens thoughts are bold) 

That this ſame braue emprizefor me did reſt, 

And that both ſhield and ſhe whomIT behold, 
Might be my lucky lot; fith all by Iotwe hold. 
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So, onthat hard adventure Forth I went, 
And to theplace of peniil thorrly came: 
That was a temple faire and auncienr, 
Which of great mother Yenas bare the name, 
And farre renowmed through exceeding fame; 
Much more then thar, which was in Paphos built, 
Or that in Cyprus, both long {ſince this ſame, 
Thoughall the pijlours ofthe onewere gilt, 
Andall the others pauement were with Ivory ſpile. 


And it was ſeated in an Iſland trons, 
Abounding all with delices moitrue: 
And wall'd by Nature gainſt invaders wrong, 
That none mote haue accefle, nor inwardfare, 
But by one way, that paſſ2ge did prepare. 
It was a bridge ybuiltin goodly wiſe, 
With curious Corbes, and pendants grauen faire, 
And (arched all with porches) did ariſe 

On ſtately piliours, fram'd after the Dorick guiſe. 


7 
And for defencethereof, on th'other end 
There reared was a Caſtlefaure and ſtrong, 
That warded all which in or out did wend, 
And flanked both the bridges ſides along, 
Gainſt all that would it faine to force or wrong. 
And therein wonned twenty valiant Knights; 
All twenty tride in warres experience long ; 
Whoſe office was, againſt all manner wights, 
By all meancs to maintaine that Caſtles ancientrights. 
8 
Before that Caſtle was an open Plaine, | 
Andin the midſtthereof a pillour placed; 
On which this ſhicld, of many ſoughtin vaine, 
The ſhield of Loue, whoſe guerdon me hath oraced, 
Was hangd on high, with golden ribbandslaced; 
And in the Marble ſtone was written this, 
With goldenletters goodly well enchaced, 
Bleſſed the man that well can ſe hi bliſs : 
Whoſe-ener be the [hield, faire Amoret be his. 
Which 
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9 
Which when I read, my hart did inly yearne, 
Andpant with hope of that adventures hap : 
Ne ſtayed further newes thereofto learne, 
But with my ſpeare.vpon the ſhield did rap, 
Tharall the Caſtle ringed with the clap. 
Straight forth iſſew'd a Knight all arm'd to proofe, 
And brauely mounted to his moſt mishap : 
Who,ſtaying noughtto queſtionfrom aloofe, 
Ran ficree at me, that fire glaunſt from his horſes hoofe. 


10 
Whom boldly I encountred (as I could) 
And by good fortune ſhortly him ynleated. 
Eftſoones out ſprung two more of cquall mould; 
ButI them bork with equall hap defcated: 
So all the twenty Ilikewilſe entreated, 
And leftthem groning there ypon the Plaine. 
Then preacing to the pillour,I repeated 
Theread thereof for guerdon of my paine, 
Ani taking downe the ſueld, with me diditrctaine, 
II 
So forth without impediment paſt, 
Till to the Bridges vtter gateI came : 
The which I found ſure lockt and chained faſt. 
I knockt, but no man aunſwerd me by name 3 
I cald, but no man anſwerd to my clame. 
Yet I perſeuer'd ſtill to knocke and call; 
Till at the laſt I ſpide within the ſame, 
Where one ſtood peeping through a creuis ſmall; 
To whom cald aloud, halte angry there-withall. 
12 
That was to weet, the Porter of theplace, 
Vato whoſe truſt the charge thereof was lent : 
His name was Dowbt, that had a double face, 
Th'one forward looking, th'other backward bent, 
Thereinrelembling Tanus auncient, 
Which hath in charge the ingate of the yeare : 
And eucrmore his eyesabout him went, 
As if fome proued perill he did feare, 
Or did miſdoubt ſome ill, whoſe cauſe did notappeure. 


I 
Onth'one fide he, on FR ſate Delay, 
Bchand the gate, that none her might eſpy ; 
Whoſe manaer was all paſſengers to ſtay, 
Andentertainewith her occaſions ſly; 
Through which ſome loſt great hope vnheedily, 
Which neuer they recouer might againe ; 
And others quite excluded forth, did ly 
Long languithiog therein vnpittied paine, 
And cine often entrance, afterwards in yaine. 


I4 

Mee when as bee had priuily eſpide, 

Bearing the ſhield which I had conquer'dlate, 

He kendit ſtraight, and to me opened wide. 

Soin Ipaſt, andftraight he clos'd the gate. 

But being in, Delay in cloſe awaite 

Caughthold on me, and og. my ſteps to ſtay, 

Feining full many afond excule to prate, 

And time to ſteale the threaſure of mans day; 
Whoſe ſmalleſt minute loſt, no riches render may. 


- 20 
$0, as Tentred, I did backward looke, 
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But by no meanes my way I would forſlowe, 

For ought that cuer ſhe could doe or ſay ; 

But from my lofty ſteed diſmounting lowe, 

Paft forth on foot, beholding all the way 

The goodly workes, and ſtones of rich affay, 

Caft into ſundry ſhapes by wondrous skill, 

(Thar like on earth no where I reckon may) 
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And vnderneath, the riuerrolling till (will. 
Wirth murmure ſoft, that ſeenv'd to ſerue the' vvorkmans 
16 


Thence, forth [ paſſed to the ſecond gate, 
The Gate of good deſert, whoſe goodly pride 
And coſtly frame, were long hereto relate. 
Theſameto all ſtood alwaies open wide : 
But in the Porch did euermore abide 
An hidious Giant, dreadfall to behold, 
That ſtopt the entrance with his ſpacious ſtride, 
And with the terrour of his countenance bold 
Full many did afftay, thatelſe faine enter would. 
- WM | 
His name was Danger, dradded ouer all, | 
VVhoday and night did watch and duely ward, 
From fearefull cowards, entrance to forſtall, 
And faint-hart-fooles, whom ſhew of perill hard 
Could terrifie from Fortunes faire award : 
For, oftentimes, faint harts,at firſt eſpiall 
Of his grim face,werefrom approaching ſcar'd; 
Vnworthy they of grace, whom one deniall 
Excludes from faireſt hope, withouten futther triall. 
| 18. Todo 
Yet many doughty Warriours, often tride 
In greater perils to be ſtout and bold, 
Duſt notthe ſterneneſſe of his looke abide ; 
Burt ſoone as,they his countenance did behold, 
Began to faint, and feeletheir courage cold. 
Againe,ſfome other, that in hard les 
Wete cowards knowne,and little count did hold, 
Either through gifts, or guile,or ſuch like waies, 
Crept in by ſtooping lowe, ar ſtealin gofthe kaies. 
I 
But I, though meaneſt man * many moe, 
Yet much diſdeigning vnto him to lout, 
Or creepe betweene his legs, ſo in to goe, 
Reſolv'd him to aflaultwith manhood ſtout, 
Andeither beat him in, or driue him out. ' 
Eftſoones advauncing that enchaunted ſhield, 
With all my mightT gan to lay about : 
Which when, hefnw, the glaiue which he did wield 
He gan fortli-with t'avale, and way vato ine yield. 


For feare of harme, that might lie hidden there 
Andlo, his hind-parts (whereof heed Itooke) 
Much more deformed fearefull vgly were, 
Then all his formerparts didearſt appeare. 
For, hatred, murther, treaſon, and deſpight, 
With many moe, lay in ambuſhment there, 
Awaiting toentrap the wareleſſe wight, 

Which did not them preuent with vigilant fore-ſight, 
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Thus hauing paſt all perill, Iwas come 
Within the compaſſe of that Iſlands ſpace; 
The which did act vnto my ſimple doome, 
T he onely pleaſant and Jelipfrfull place, 
That euer troden was of footings trace. 
For, all thaxNature by her mother wit 
Could frame in earth, and forme of ſubſtance baſe, 
Was there; and, allthat Nature did omit, 

Art (playingſecond Natures part) ſupplyed it. 

22 | 


No tree, that is of count, in greene-wood growes, 
From loweſt Iuniper to Cedertall ; 

' No flowrein field, that dainty odour throwes, 
And deckes his branch with bloflomes ouer all, 
But there was planted, or grew naturall : 

Nor ſenſe of man {o coy and curious nice, 

Bur there mote find to pleaſeitſelfe withall; 

Nor hart could wiſh for an queint deuice, 
But there it preſent was, and did fraile ſenſe entice. 


1 | 
In ſuch luxurious plenty of Ei pleaſure, 
It feem'd aſecond paradiſe to bee, 
Solauifhly enricht with Natures threaſure, | 
Tharifthe happy ſoules, which doe poſlefle 
Th'Elyfian fields, and liue inlaſting bleſle, 
Should happen this with liuing eye to ſee, 
They ſoone would loathe ther lefler happinelle, 
And wiſh to life return'd againeto oheſſe: | 
Thatin this joyous place they, motehaue ioyance free. 


1 
Freſh ſhadowes, fit to ſhroude from ſunny ray 
Faire lawnds, to take the ſunnein ſeaſon dew; 
Sweet ſprings, in which a thouſand Nywphs did play 
Softrumbling brookes, that grate lumber drew ; 


High reared mounts, thelands about to view; 
Lowe looking dalcs, diſloignd from common gaze; 


Deliphtfull bowres, to ſolace Louers trew ; 
Falſe Labyrinths, fond runners eyes to daze; | 
All which, by Naturemade,di d Natureſelfe amaze. 
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And all without were walkes and alleyes dight, 

With diuers trees, enrarg'din euenrankes; 

And here arid there were pleaſant arborspight, 

And ſhadiefeates, and ſundry Howring bankes, | 

To fit and reſt the walkers wea y 1 a kes _—_— 

And therein thouſand payres of Lovers walkt, _ 

Prayſing their god, and yiel ding him orcatthanks, 

Ne euer ought bir of their true Louestalkr, = 
Ne cuer forrebuke or blame of any balkt. 

26 | 

All theſe togeFhcrST themſelues did fport | 

Their ſpotleſſe pleaſures, and Fiveet loues content. 

But farre away inn theſe, another ſort 

OfLouers linked in true harts conſent; 

Which laped not as theſe, for ke intent, 

But on chaſte yertue grounded their defire, 

Farrefrom allfraude, or Faned blandiſhment : 

Which in their ſpirits kindling zealous fire, © 
Braue thoughts and noble deeds did cuer-more aſpire. 


Such were great Hercules, and Hylus deare; 
True Tonathan, and David truſtie tryde; 
Stout Theſeys, and Perithous his feare ; 
Pylades, and Oreſtes by his fide; 
Milde Titus, and Geſeppus without pride; 
Damon and Pythias, whom death could not feucr : 
All theſe, and all that euer had beene tyde, 
In bands of friendſhip, there did liue for ener; 
Whole lives, although decay'd, yet loues decayed neuer. 
28 
Which, when as I, that neuer taſted bliſs, _ 
Nor happy howre, beheld with gazefull eye, 
I thought there was none other heauen then this ; 
And gan their endleflc happineffe enuy, 
That becing free from feare and iealouſte, 
Might frankly there their loues deſire poſleſle; 
Whilſt I,through paines and perlous icopardie, 
Was forc't to ſeeke my lifes deare patroneſſe : (ſtreſle, 
Much dearer be the things, which come through bard di- 


2 

Yet all thoſe ſights, and all har elſe I ſaw, 
Mightnort my ſteps with-hold, but that forth-right 
Vato that purpos'd place I did me draw, 
Where-as my Loue was lodged day and night: 
The temple of great Yenxs, that is hight 
The Queene of beauty, and of loue the mother, 
There worſhipped of cuery liuing wight; 
Whoſe goodly workmaaſſip farre paſt all other 

T hat cuer were on earth, all were they ſct together. 


©) 
Nat that ſame famous Temple of Diane, 
Whoſe height all Epheſis did over-ſee, | 
And which all fa ſought with vowes profane, 
Oni of the worlds ſeauen wonders ſaid to bee, 
Might match with this by many adegree: 
Nor that, which that wiſe King of Turie framed, 
With endleffe coſt, to be th'Almighties ſee ; 
Nor all that elſe throughall the world is named 
To all the heathen Gods, mighrtlike to this be clamed. 
I A 
I, much admiring that fo goodly frame, 
Vnto the porch approch't,which open ſtood; 
But therein fate an amiable Dame, _ 
Thatſeem'dto be of very ſober mood, 
And in her ſemblant ſhew'd great womanhood : 
Strange was her tire; for on Fr head a Crowne 
Shee wore, much like vnto a Danisk hood, 
Poudred with peatle and ſtone; and all her gowne 
Enwoven was with gold,that raughtfull lowe adowne. 


2 

On either ſide of her, two T PE men ſtood, 
Both ſtrongly arm'd, as fearing one another; 
Yet were they brethren both of halfe the blood, 
Begotten by two fathers of one mother, 
Though of nin natures cach to other : 
The one of them hight Lowe, the other Hate. 
Hate was the elder, Lowe the younger brother ; 
Yetwas the younger ſtroneerin his ſtate 

Then th'elder, and him mayſtred ſtill in all debate. 

Nath'leſle, 
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Nath'lefſe, that Dame ſo well them tempred both, 
That ſhe them forced hand to joyne in hand, 
Albe that Hatred was thereto full loth, 
And turn'd his face away, as he did ſtand, 
Vnwilling to behold that lovely band. 
Yet ſhe was of ſuch grace and yertuous miglit, 
Thather commaundment he could not withſtand, 
But bit his lip for felonous defpight, 

And gnaſht hisiron tuskes atthat diſpleaſing ſight. 


4 
Concord ſhee cleeped was in DWP reed, 
Mother of blefled Peace, and Friendſhip true ; 
They both her twins, both borne of heauenly ſeed, 
And ſheherfelfelikewiſe diuinely grew 
The which right well her workes diuine did ſhew : 
For, ſtrength, and wealth, and happineſle ſhe lends, 
And ſtrife, and warre, and anger does ſubdey : 
Of little much, of foes ſhe maketh frends, 
Andto afflifted minds,{weetreſt and quictſends, 


By her the heauen is in his 84 contained, 
And all the worldin ſtate ynmoued ſtands, 
' As their Almighty Maker firſt ordained, 
And bound them with inviolable bands; 
Elſe would the waters oyer-flowe thelands, 
And fire deuoure the ayre, and hell them quight, 
But that ſhe holds them with her bleſſed hands. 
Shee is the nurſe of pleaſure and delight, 
And vnto Yenus grace the gate doth openright. 


By her I entring, halfe Sine was 3 
But ſhee in gentle wiſemeentertayned, 
And twixt her ſelfe and Loue did let me paſs ; 
But Hatred would my Entrance hauereſtrained, 
And with his club me threatned to haue brayned, 
Had not the Lady,with her powrefull ſpeach, 
Him from his wicked will vneath refrained ; 
And th'othereke his malice did empeach, 

Till I was throughly paſt the perill of his reach. 


7 
Intothe inmoſt Temple P24 Icame, 
Which fuming all with Frankenſence Ifound, 
And odoursnfing from the altars flame. 
Vpon an hundred Marble pillors round, 
The roofe yp high wasrearedfrom the ground, 


Right inthe midſt the Godleſſe ſelf did ſtand, 
Vpon an altar of ſome coſtly malle, 
Whoſe ſubſtance was vneath tovnderſtand : 
For, neither pretious ſtone, nor durefull brafle, 
Nor ſhining gold, nor mouldrin g clay itwas 
But much morerare and pretious to elteeme, 
Pure in aſped, and keto cryſtall glas, 
Yetglafſewas not, if one did rightly deeme; 
But beeing faire and brickle, likeſt elaſſe dil ſceme: 


O 
But it in ſhape and beauty Fr excell 
All other [doles which the heathen adore, 
Farre paſling that, which by ſurpaſſing kill 
Phidias did make in Paphos Iſle of yore, 
With which that wretched Greeke that life forlote, 
Did fall in loue : yetthis much fairer ſhined, 
But couered with a ſlender veile afore ; 
And both herfeet andlegs together twined 


Were with a ſnake,whoſe head & taile werefaſt combined. 


| 41 

The cauſewhy ſhe was couered with aveile, 
VVas hard to knowe, for that her Prieſts the ſame 
From peoples knowledge labour'd to conceale. 
But ſooth it was not ſure for womaniſh ſhame, 
Nor any blemiſh which the worke mote blume ; 
But for (they ſay) ſhe hath both kindes in one, 
Both male and female, both vader one name : 
She fire and mother is her (elfe alone; 

Begets, and eke concciues, ne needeth other none. 


2 

Andall abouther necke a ſhoulders flew 

A flock of little loues,and ſports,and ioyes, 

VVith nimble wings of gold and purple hew; 

Whole ſhapes ſcem'd not like to terreſtriall boyes, 

Butlike to Angelsplaying heauenly toyes; 

The whil'ſttheir eter brother was away, 

Cupid, their eldeſt brother ; he enioyes 

The wide kingdomeof loue with lordly ſway, 
And to his law compels all creatures to obay. 


4 
Andall about her altar, FR 1 lay 
Great ſorts of Louers pittiouſly complaining ; 
Some of theirlofle, ſome of their loues delay, 
Some of theirpride, ſomeparagons diſdaining, 
Sone fearing fraude, ſome fraudulently fxyming, 
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All deckt with crownes, and chaines, and girlonds gay, 
And thouſand pretious gifts worth many a pound, 


The which {ad Louers for their vowes did pay ; (May. 


As cucry one had cauſe of good or ill. 
Amongſt the reſt, ſome one through loues conſtrayning 
Tormented ſore, could not containe at ſtil], 
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Andall the ground was ſtrow'd with flowres, as freſh as But thus brake forth,that allthe Temple ir did fill ; 


.28 

An hundred Altars round _— werelet, 
Allflaming with their acrifices fire, 
That with the ſteme thereofthe Temple ſwer, | 
Which roul'din clowdes,to heauen did aſpire, Thatwith thy ſmiling lookedooft pacifie = 
Andin them bore true Louers yowes entire: - Theraging ſeas, and mak'ſt the ſtormes to flie : 
And ekean hundred braſen cauldrons bright, Thee yoeners, thee the winds, the clowdes do feare, 
Tobathein ioy and amorous defire, And when thou ſpredſtthy mantle forthon hie, 
Euery of which was to a Damzell hight; The watersplay, and pleafant Lands appeare, 


For, all the Prieſts were Damzels, in ſotr linnen dightr, And heauens laugh,& all the world ſhewes ioyous —_ 
| 01 Then 


44 
Great Yenus, Queene of beauty and of grace, 
Theioy of Gods and men, that vader skie 
Dooſit taireſt ſhine, and moſt adorne hy place, 
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Then doth the dezJdale carth "IVE foth to thee 
Outof herfruirfulllap aboundant flowres: 
And then all liuing wights, ſoone as they ſee 
The Spring breakeforth our of his luſty bowres, 
They all do learne to play the Paramours; 
Firſt do the merry birds, thy prety pages, 
Priuily pricked with thy luſtfull poopey 
Chirpe loud to thee our of their leauy cages, 
And thee their mother callto coole their kindly rages. 
6 


| 4 
Then do the ſalaage beaſts begin to play 
Theirpleaſantfriskes, and loath their wonted food : 
The Lions rore, the Tigres loudly bray, 
Theraging Buls rebellow through the wood, 
And breaking forth, dare tempt the deepeſt flood, 
To come where thou doeſt drawethem with deſire : 
So all things elſe, that nouriſh vitall blood, 
Sooneas with fury thou doeſt them inſpire, 
In generation ſceke to quench theirinward fire. 


47 

Soallthe world by thee at firſt was made, 

And dayly yet thou doeſt the fame repaire : 

Ne ought on earth that merry is and glad, 

Ne oughton earth thatlouely is and faire, 

But thou the ſame forpleaſure didſtprepayre. 

Thou art the root of all that ioyous is, 

Great godof menand women, queene of th'ayre, 

Mother of laughter, and well-{pring of bliſs, 
O grauntthat of my loucat laſt I may not miſle.. 


| 4 

Sodid he ſay : but? with murmure ſoft, 

That none might hearethe ſorrowe of my heart, 

Yet inly groaning deep and ſighing oft, 

Beſought her to granteaſe ynto my ſmart, 

And to my wound her gracious help impart. 

Whileſtthus Iſpake, behold with happy eye 

Iſpyde,where at the Idoles feet apart 

A beuie of faire damzels cloſe did lie, 


Wayting whenas the Anthemeſhould be ſung on hie. 


4 

The firſt of them did ſeem of riper yeares, 

Ap 1 grauer countenance then all the reſt; 

Yerall thereſt werecke her equall peares, 

Yetvnto her obaycd all the beſt. 

Her natne was Womanhood, that ſhe expreſt 

By her fad ſemblantand demeanurewilc : 

For, ſtedfaſt ſtill her eyes did fixed reſt, 

Nerov'd at randon after gazers guiſe, 
Whoſeluring baytes oft-times doe heedlefle hearts *atiſe. 


O 

And next to herſate ooodly Shamefuſtneſſ 3 

Neeuer durſther eyes from ground vp-reare, 

Ne euer once did looke vp from her deſle, 

As if ſome blame of cuil] ſhe did feare, 

Thatin her cheekes maderoſcs ofcappeare : 

And her againſt, ſweet Cheerefulneſſe was placed, 

Whoſe eyesliketwinkling ſtars in eueming cleare, 

Weredeckt with ſmyles, thatall ſad humors chaced, 
And darted forth delights, the which her goodly graced. 
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And next to her fate ſober Modeſiie, 
Holding her hand vpon her gentle heart; 
And her againſt fate comely Curteſte, 
That vnto euery perſon knew her part; 
And her before was ſeated ouerthwarr 
Soft Silence,aud ſubmiſle Obedience, 
Both link together neuer to diſpart, 
Both gifts of God not gotten but from thence, 
Both girlonds of his Saints againſttheir foes offence. 
| 2 
Thus fare they all around in ſcemely rate: 
And in the midſt of thema goodly mayd, 
Euen inthelap of womanhood there (ate, 
The which was allin lilly whate arrayd, 
With filuer ftreames amongſt the linnen ſtray'd ; 
Like to the morne, when firſtherſhining face 
Hath to the gloomy world it ſelte bewray'd : 
That ſame was fayreſt Amoret inplace, 
Shining with beauties light, and heauenly vertues grace. 


Whom ſoone as I beheld, hen gan throb, 
And wade in doubt, what beſt were to be donne : 
For, ſacrilege me ſeem'd the Church to rob; 
And folly (cem'd to leaue the thing vadonne, 
Which with ſo ſtrong attemptT had begonne. 
Tho, ſhaking off all doubt and ſhamet:R feare, 
Which Ladyes loue L heard bad neuerwonne 
Mongſt men of worth, Ito her ſtepped neaxe, 
And by the llly hand herlabour'd vp to reare. 


54 

T hereat that formoſt matrone me did blame, 
And ſharpe rebuke, for being ouer-bold; 
Saying it was to Knightyuſecmly ſhame, 
Vpon arecluſe Virgin tolay hold, 
That vato Yenxs {cruices was ſold. 
To whom I thus ; Nay bur itfitteth beſt, 
For Cupids man with Yenus mayd to hold; 
For,ill your goddeflcſeruices are dreſt 

By Virgins, and her ſacrifices lerto reſt, 


5s 

With that my ſhield Iforthto her did ſhowe, 
Which all thatwhile I cloſely had conceald; 
Oa which when C»pid with his killing bowe 
And cruell ſhafts emblazond ſhe beheld, 
Atſightthereof ſhe was with terror queld, 
Andſayd no more: butI which all that while 
Thepledge of faith, her hand engaged hejd, 
Like wary Hynd within the weedy ſoyle,: 

For nontreaty would PS {o glorious ſpoyle. 


5 
And euermore vpon the goddelle face 
Mine eye was fixt, for feare of her offence : 
Whom when Iſawe with amiable grace 
Tolaugh on me, and fauqur my pretence, 
I was emboldned with more confidence: 
And naughtfor nicenefle nor for enuy ſparing, 
In preſence ofthem all forth led her thence, 
All looking on,andlike aſtoniſhe ſtaring, 
Yet to lay hand on her, not one ofall them daring. 


(ant. X'<; 
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Shee often prayd, and often me beſought, 
Sometime with tender teares to lether goe, 
Sometime with witching ſmyles: but yetfor nought, 
That euer ſhe to mee could ſay or doe, 
Could the her wiſhed freedome fro me wooe; 
Butforth I led her through the Temple gate, 
By which I hardly paſt with much adoe : 
But that ſame Lady which me friended late 
| In entrance, did meallo friend in my retrate. 
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I 
Js Vrahforpitty ! that T haue thus long 
* Lefra faire Lady languiſhing in paine : 
; Now weal-away,that I haue doen ſuch wrong, 
z£& Tolctfaire F/orizzell in bands remaine, 
In bands of loac, and in (1d thratdomes chaine ;. 
From which, vnlefle ſome heauenly powre her free 
By miracle, not yet a ppearing plaine, 
4 She lepger yetis like captiu'd to bee : 
That eucn ro thinkethcreof, it inly pitties mee. 
2 

Heere necde you to remember; how ere-while 

Vnlouely Proteus, miſſing to his mind 

That Virgins loue to win by witor wile, 

Her threw into a dungeon deepe and blind, 
| And therein chaines her cruelly did bind, 
In hopethereby her to his bentto draw : 
For, when as neither giftsnor graces kind, 
/ Her conſtant mind could moue at all ke ſaw, 


He thoughther to compell by cruelty and awe. 


Deepe in the bottome of kao ge greatrocke 
The dungeon was, in which her bound he left, 
That neither yron barres, nor brazen locke 
Did need to gard from force, or ſecret theft 
Of all her Louers, which would ber haucreit. 
For, wall'dit was with waues, which rag'd andror'd * 
As they the cliffe in peeces would haue cleft: 
Befides, ten thouſand monſters foule abhord 
Did waite about it, gaping grieſly, all begor'd. 
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Marinells former wound i heald, 

he comes to Proteus hall, © FE 

Wo ANBPIE I/here Thames doth the Medway wed, JANWþ ED 
ES, and feats the Sea-gods all. RD PADRES. Cs 


8 

No lefle did danger DER. me with dread, 
When as he ſaw me, maugre all his powre, 
That glorious ſpoile of beauty with melead, 
Then Cerberus, when Orpheus did recoure 
His Leman from the Sty9ian Princes boure. 
Burt euermore my ſhield did me defend, 
Againſt the ſtorme of euery ereadfull toure : 
Thus ſafely with my Loue I thence did wend, 


So ended he his tale, where 1 this Canto end. 
ROOT © Ig} 
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And in the midſt thereof did horror dwe!l, 
And darkenefle drad, thatneuer viewed day ; 
Like to the balefull houſe of loweſt hell, 
In which old Styx her aged bones alway 
(Old Styx, the Grandame of the Gods) doth lay, 
There did this lucklefſe mayd three months abide, 
Ne euer cuening ſaw, ne mornings ray, 
Ne euer from the day the night deſcride, 
But thought itall one night, that did no houres diuide. 


5 

And all this was for loue of Marinell, | 
Who her deſpis'd (ab ! who would her deſpiſe? ) 
And wemens loue did from his hart expell, 
Andall thoſe ioyes that weake mankind entiſe, 
Nath'lefle, his pride full dearely he did priſe; 
For, of a womans hand it was ywroke, 
That of the wound he yetin languor lyes, 
Ne can be cured of that cruell ſtroke 


' Which Britomart him gaue, when he did her prouoke. 
6 


Yet farre and neerethe Nymph his mother ſought, 
And many falues didto his fore apply, 
And many herbes did vſe. Butwhen as nought 
She ſaw could eaſe his rankling maladie, 
Atlaſty to Tryphon ſhee for helpe did hic 
(This Tryphon is the $62-gop ſurgeon hight) 
Whom ſhee beſought to find ſomeremedy : 
And for his paines, a whiſtle him bchight, | 
That of a fiſhes ſhell was wrought with care delights 
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7 

So well that Leach did harke to her requeſt, 

And did ſo well em _ carefull paine, 

Thatinſhort os ya urts he hadredreſt, 

And him reſtor'd to healthfull ſtate againe : 

In which he long time after did remaine 

There with the Nymph his mother, like her thrall; 

Who ſore againſt his will did him retaine, 

For feare of perill, which to him motefall, 
Through his too yentrous prowefle proued ouer all. 

; | 


It fortun'd then,aſolemnefeaſtwas there 
To all the Sea-gods and their fruitfull ſeed, 
In honour of the ſpouſalls, which then were 
Betwixt the Medway and the Thamesagreed. 
Long had the Thames (as we in records reed) 
Beforethat day her wooed to his bed ; 
But the proude Nymph, would for no worldly meed, 
| Nor noentreatie to his loue be led; 
Till now at laſt relenting, ſhe to him was wed. 


So both agreed, that this FLAY bridalefeaſt 
Should for the gods in Protews houſe be made ; 
To which they all repayr'd, both moſt and leaſt, 
As well which inthe nughty Ocean trade, 
As thatinriuers ſwim, or brookes doe wade. 
All which, notif an hundred tongues totell, 
And hundred mouthes, and voice of brafs I had, 
And endlefle memory, thatmote excell, 

In order as they came, could I recountthem well. 


Io 
Helpetherefore, 6 thou ſacred imp of Toue, 
The nourſling of Dame Memory his deare, 
To whom thoſerolles, layd vp in heauen aboue, 
And records of antiquitie appeare, 
To whichno wit of man may comen neare ; 
Help me to tell the names of all thoſe floods, 
And all thoſe Nymphes, which then aſſembled were 
To that great banquet of thewatry Gods, 
And all their ſundry kinds, and all their hid abodes. 


II 
Firſt, came great Neptwne, with his three-forkt Mace, 
hat rulesthe Seas, and makes them riſe or fall; 
is deawy locks did drop with brine apacc, 
Vader his Diademe imperiall : | 
And by his fide, his _— with Coronall, 
Faire Amphitrite, moſt diuinely faire, 
Whoſe Tuory ſhoulders weren couered all, 
As with a with her owne filuer haire : 
Anddecktwith pearls, which th'Indian ſeas for her prepare. 


I2 

Theſe marched farre afore the other crew ; 

Andall the way before them as they went, 

Triton his trumpetſhrillbefore them blew, 

For goodly triumph and great iollyment, 

That made the rocks toroare, as they were rent. 

And after them theroyall iſſue came, 

Which of them ſp lineall deſcent : 

Firſt, the an eve which tothemſclues doe clame 
Thepowreto rulcthe billowes, and the waucs totame. 


— 


I 
Phorcys, the father of that Farall brood, : 
By whom thoſe old Her6es wonne ſuch fame; 
And Glaucus, that wiſe ſoothſayes vaderſtood; 
And tragick Inoesſonne, the which became 
A God of ſeas through his mad mothers blame, 
Now hight Palemon, and is Saylers friend ; 
"Great Brontes, and Aſtress, that did ſhame 
Himlſelfe with inceſt of his kin vokend ; 
And huge Orion, that doth tempeſts ſtill portend. 
I 
The rich Cteatus, and Keigtes long; 
Nelews and Pelias, louely brethren both 3 
Mighty Chryſaor, and Cajcusſtrong ; 
Eurypulus, that calmes the waters wroth; 
And faire Ewphermes, that ypon them go'th 
As on the ground, withoutdiſtnay or dread : 
Fierce Eryx, and Alebius, thatknow'th 
The waters depth, and doth their botrome tread; 
And fad Aſopus, comely with his hoaric head, 
I 


Therealſo, ſome moſt So. "8 founders were 
Ofpuiſſant Nations, which the world poſleſt ; 
Yet ſonnes of Neptwne, now aſſembled here: 
Auncient Ogyges, cuen th'auncienteſt, 

And Inachss, renowm'd aboue thereſt ; 
Phenix, and Aon, and Pelaſyusold, 
Great Belus, Pheax, and Agenor, beſt ; 
And mighty Albion, father of the bold ' 
And ra” people, which the Britaine Iflands hold. 
16 


For, Albion, the ſonne of Neptune was; 

Who for the proofe of his greatpuiſſance, 

- Outofhis Albiendid on dry-foot paſs 

Into old Gall, that now is cleeped France, 

To fight with Hercules, that did advance 

To vanquiſh all the world with matchleſſe might : 

And there his morrall partby miſchance 

Was ſlaine: butthat which is th'immortallſpright 
Lives ſtill: andto this feaſt with Neptunesſeed was dight. 


7 

But what doe 1 their names ſecke to reherſe, 
Which all the world hauewith their iſſue fild 2 
How can they all in this fo narrow verſe 
Contained be, and in ſmall compaſle hild ? 
Let them record them, that are better skild, 
And knowe the moniments of paſled times : 
Onely what needeth, ſhall be here fulfild, 
T'expreſſe ſomepart of that great equipage, 

Which from great Neptune doe deriue their parentage. 

18 


Next, came the aged Ocean, and his Dame, 
Old Tethys, th'oldeſttwo of all thereſt; 
For, all thereſt, of thoſe two Parents came, 
Which afterward both ſea and land poſleſt : 
Ofall which, Nerews, th'eldeſt andthe beſt, 
Did firſt proceed, then which none moreypright, 
Ne more ſincerein word and deed profeſt ; 
Moſt void of guile,moſtfree from fouledeſpight, 
Dooing himſelfe,andteaching others to doe _— : 
; ere-t0 


—m—_— 


FRA 
Thercto he was expert in Boe, LIFE 
And could theledden of the Gods vnfold, 
Through which, when Pars brought his famous priſe 
The faire Tindarid lafle, he him fortolde, 
Thather all Greece with many a champion bold 
Should ferch againe, and finally deſtroy 
Proud Priamstrowne. So wile is Nerews old, 
And fo well skild; nath'leflc he takes great ioy 
Oit-times amongſt the wanton Nymphes to ſport and toy, 
20: 
And after him the famous rmers came, 
Which doe the carth enrich and beautifie : 
The fertile Nile, which creatures new doth frame ; 
. Long Rhodanus, whoſe ſourſe ſprings from the skie 3 
Faire Iſter, lowing from the Mountaines hie; 
Diuine Scamander, purpled yet with bloud 
Of Greekes and Troians, which therein did die; 
Pactolus, gliſtring with his golden flood, 
Aud Tigris fierce, whoſe ſtreams of none may be withſtood 
21 
Great Ganges, and immortall Euphrates, 
Deepe Indus, and Mzander intricate , 
Slow Peneus;and tempeſtuous Phaſides, 
Swift Rhene,and Alphcus ſtill mmacularte : 
Oraxes, feared for great Cyr fate; 
Tybris, renowmedfor the Romaines fame, 
Rich Oranochy, though but knowen late 3 
And that huge Riuer, which doth beare his name 
Of warlike Amazons, which do poflefle the ſame: * 


22 
Toy on thoſe warlike wamen, which ſo long 
Can from alltmen ſo rich a kingdome hold; 
And ſhame on you, 0 men, which boaſt your ſtrong 
And valiant hearts,in thoughts lefle hard and bold, 
Yetquaile in conqueſt of thatland of gold. 
Futthis to you, © Britons,moſt pertaines, 
 Towhomtherighthereof itſelte hath ſold; 
The which,for ſparing little coſt orpains, 
Loſe ſo immortal! glory, and fo endlelle gaines. 


Pt 
Then was therehearda moſt celeſtiall ſound 
Of dainty muſicke, which did next enſew 
Before the ſpouſe ; that was .Arion crownd; 
Who playing on his harpe, vnto him drew 
Theeares and hearrs of all that goodly crew, 
| Thateuen yertthe Dolphin, which him bore 
Through the Agzanſeasfrom Pirates view, 
Stood {till by him aſtoniſhrar his lore, 
Andall the raging ſeas forioy forgot to rote. 
24 
. So wenthe playing on the watry Playne. 
Soone after whom the louely.Bridegroome came, | 
The noble:Thamis, withall his goodly traine; 
But him before there went, 'as beit became , 
His auncientparents, namely theauncient T hame. 
But much more aged was his wife then he, 
The Oaze, whom men d61fis rightly names: 
Full weake and crooked creature ſeetned ſhe; 
Anda!moftblind through eld;thar ſcarce her way could ſee. 
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: | 
Therefore on either fide ſhe AS ſuſtained | ; 
Of two {mall grooms, which by their names were hight 
| The Churne, and Charwell, two {mall ſtreames, which 
Them ſelues her footing to dire aright, ({pained 
Which fayled oft through faint and feeble plight : 
But Thame was ſtronger, and of better ſtay ; 
Yetſeem'd full aged by his outward fight, 
With head all hoary, and his beard all gray, 
Deawed with filuer drops, thattrickled downe alway, 
26 
And eke he ſomewhat ſeem'd to ſtoupe afore 
With bowed backe, by reaſon of the lode, 
And auncient heauy burden, which he bore 
Of thatfaire Citie;wherein make-3bode 
So many learned impes, that ſhoot abroad, 
And with their branches fpred all Britany, 
No lelle then do her elder fiſters broode. 
Toy to you both, yedouble nourlſery, 
Of Arts: but Oxford thine doth Thame moſt glonfie, 
27. 
But he their ſonne full freſh and iolly was,” 
A'l decked in arobe of watchet hew, 
On which the waues; glittring like Cryſtall glaſs, 
So cunningly enwouen were, that few 
Could weenen, whether they were falfe or trew. 
And on lus head like to:a Coronet 
He wore, thatſeemed ſtrange to common view, 
In which were many Towres and Caſtles ſer, 
Thatit encompaſtroundas with a golden fer. 


28 
Like axthemotherof the gods, 'they ſay, 
In her great ronchwerwontstoride, 
When to Tomes palacethe doth take her way ; 
O'd Cybele, arraydwith pompous rride,' 
Wearing a Diademe embattild wide 
With1:nidred turrets, like a Turribant. 
Wihfach an onewas Thamis beautifide ; 
That was to weet/the famous Troynouant, 
In which her kingdomes throne is chictly reftant, 
2 
Aniround abouthinvmany : pretty Page 
Attended duely; ready toobay 
All littleRiuers, which owe vaſlallage 
Tokhim, asto their Lord, and tribute pay : 
The chaulky Kener, and the Theris gray, 
Themorith Cole; and the ſoftfliding Breane, 
The wanton Lee,thatoft dothlole his way; 
Andthe ſti]lDarent; in whoſewaterscleane 
Ten thoufandfiſhes play; and decke his pleafanttreame. © 


O- 

Then camehis neighbour F MY which nigh him dwell, 
And waterall the Engliſh foile throughout; 
Theyall on himthis'day attended well; 

And with meet ſeruice waited him about; 
Ne onediſ{dained lowe'to him tolout : 
No not theſtately Seuernegrudg'd at all, 
Ne ſtorming Humber, though helooked ſtour; 
But both him honor'd as therrprincipall, © | 
And lettheir ſwelling waters lowe before him fall, / 
X There 
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Cant. X 1. 


LD — 


I 

There was the ſpeedy Tam, which divides 
The Corniſh, and the Deuoniſh confines; | 
Throngh both whoſe borders ſwiftly downe it glides, 
And mecting Plim, to Plimmouth thence declines : 
And Dart, mgh choaktwith ſands of tinny mines. 
But Auon marched in more ſtately parh, 
Proud of his Adamants, with which he ſhines 

 Andgpliſters wide, as als'of wondrous Bath, 
And Briſtow faire, which on his waues he builded hath. 


2 
And there came Stoure Conde aſpect, 
Bearing hs fixe deformed heads on hic, 
Thar doth his courſe through Blandford Plains direct, 
And waſheth Winborne meades in ſeaſon dric. 
Next himywent Wylibourne with paſlage flyc, 
That of his wylinefſe his name doth take, 
And of himſelfe doth name the ſhire thereby : 
And Mole, thatlike anouſling Mole doth make 
His way ſtill vnder ground, till Thamis he ouertake. 


Then came the Rother, 4cted all with woods 

Like a wood god, and flowing faft to ; oy : 

And Sturc, thatparteth with his pleaſant oods 

The Eafterne Saxons from the Sourtherne ny, 

And Clare, and Harwitch both doth beaurifie : 

Him follow'd Yar, ſoft waſhing Norwitch wall, 

And with him braught a preſent ioytully 

Of his owne fiſh ynto their feſtiuall, (call. 
Whoſe like none elle could ſhewe, the which they Ruthns 


4 | 
Next theſe, the plentious Gule came far from kand,:; - - 
By many a City, and by many a Towne, 
And many Rivers, taking vnder hand 
Into his waters, as hepaſicth downe, ERA 
The Cle, the Were, the Guant, the Sture,the Rowne. 
Thence doth by Huntingdon and Cambridge flit, . 
My mother Cambridge, whom as with a Crowne. , 
He doth adorn, and js adorn'd of it Th 
With'many agentle Muſe; and many a learned wit.” * |; 


35 
And after him the fatall Welland went, "b 
T hat if old ſawes proue true (which God forbid) 
Shall drowne all Holland with his excrement, 
And ſhall ſee Stamford, though now homely hid, 
Then ſhine in learning, moretheneuer did 
Cambridge or Oxford; Englands odly beames. 
And next to him the Nene downeſoftly fid B<vr 51, 
And bountious Trent, that inhim ſelfe enſeames © 
Both thirty ſorts of fiſh, and thirty ſundry ſtreames. 
6 


Nexttheſe came Tyne, los whoſe ſtony banke. 
That Romance Monarch built a brazen wall, -. 
Which motcthe feebled Britons ſtrongly flanke 
Againſtthe PiRts, that ſwarmed ouer all, 

Which yer thereof Gualſeuer they do call : 

And Twedcthe limitberwixtLogris land- 

And Albany : and Eden thoughbutſmall, 

Yet often {taifidewith blond of many a band _ 

Of Scots and Engliſh both, thattyned on his ſtrand, 


hs ts, 4 


7 
Then came thoſe ſfixe ſad TCO like forlorne, 
That whylome were (as antiquefathers tell) 
Sixe valiant Knights, of one taire Nymph yborne, 
Which did in noble deeds of armes excell, 
And wonned there, where now Yorke people dwell; 
Sill Vre, ſwift Werfe, and Oze the moſt of might, 
High Swale, vnquiet Nyde and troublous Skell ; 
All whom a Scythian king, that Humber hight, 
Slew cruelly, and intheriuer drowned quight. 


Butpaſt notlong, ere nk. warlike ſonne 
Locrinus them aueng'd, and theſame date, 
Which the proud Humber ynto them had donne, 
By equall doome repayd on bis owne pate: 
For , 1n the ſelfeſameriucr, where he late 
Had drenched them, hedrowned him againe 
Andnam'd the Riuer of his wretched fate; 
Whole bad condition yet it doth retaine, 
Oft tofled with his ſtormes , which therein ſill remaine, 


Theſe after, came the "0. ſhallow Lone, 
That to old Loncaſter his name doth lend; 
And following Dee, which Britons longygone 
Did call diuine, that doth by Cheſter tend; 
And Conway, which out of his ſtreame doth ſend 
Plenty of pearles to decke his dames withall, 
And Lindusthathis pikes doth moſt commend, 
Of which the zuncient Lincolnemen do call, 

All theſe together marched toward Proteas hall. 


4Q 
Ne thence the Iriſh Rivers abſent were, 
Sith no lefle famous then thereſt they be, 
And joyne in neighbourhood of kingdomenere, 
Why ſhould they not likewiſe inloueagrec, 
Andioy likewiſe this ſolemne day to ſee 2 , 
They fawe itall, and preſent were in place; 
Though Ithem all according their egrec, 
_ Cannotrecount, nor tell theirhiddenrace, 
Nor readthe faluage countries, thorough which they paſe, 


I 
There was the Lifhe, rolling downe the lea, 
The ſandy Slane, the ſtony Aubrian, 
The ſpacious Shenan ſpreading like a ſez, 
Thepleaſant Boyne, the fiſhy fruitfull Ban, 
Swift Awniduff, which of the Engliſtman 
Is call'd Blacke water, and the Liffar deepe,1 
Sad Trowis, that once his people oueranne, 
Strong Allotombling from $ ewlogherſtcep, 
And Mulla mine, whole waues I whilomtaught to weep. 
2 
And there the threeren ai brethren were, 
Which that great Giant Blomixs begot 
Of thefaire Nymph Rbeiiſa wandring there. 
One day, as ſhe to ſhunne the ſeaſon hor, 
Vnder Slewbloomein ſhady groue was got, 
This Gyant found her, and by force Jeflowr'd : 
hereof conceiuing, ſheih timeforth brought 
Theſethree faireſons,which being thence forth powrd 
In three great riuersan, and many countries ſcowrd. __ 
c 
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The firſt, the gentle Shure, that making way 
By ſweet Clonmell, adornes rich Waterford ; 


Thenext, the ſtubborne Newre, whoſe waters gray 


By faire Kilkenny and Rofleponte boord ; 
The third, the goodly Barow,which doth hoord 
Great heapes of Salmons in his deepe boſome : 
All which long {undred, doe at laſt accord 
Toioincin one, ere to the ſea they come, 

So flowing all from one, all one at laſt become. 


44 
There alſo was the wide embayed Mayre, 
The pleaſant Bandon crownd with many a wood, 
The ſpreading Lee, rhat like an Iſlandfaire 
Encloleth Corke with his diuided flood ; 


And balcfull Oure, late ſtaynd with Engliſh bloud: 


With many more, whole names no tongue can tell, 


All which thatday in order ſeemely good 
Did on the Thamis attend,and waited well 
To doe tkcir ductullſ{cruice, as to them befell. 


45 
Then came the Bride,thelouing Medua came, 


Clud in xvefture of vnknowen geare, 


And vncouth faſhion, yet her well became ; 


That ſeem'd like filuer, yo here and there 


With glittering ſpangs, that did like ſtarres appeare, 


And way'd vpon, like water Chamelot, 
To hide the metall, which yer euery where 
Bzwraydit (clte, ro letmen plainely wor, 


It was no mortall worke, that ſcem'd and yet was not. 


4 

Her goodly lockes acowne her backe did lowe 
Vnrto her waſte, with flowres beſcattered, 
Thewhich ambroſiall odours forth did throwe 
To all abour, and all her ſhoulders ſpred 
Asa newſpring : and likewiſe on her head 
A Chapelct of {uncry flowres ſhe wore, 
From vnder which the deawy humour, ſhed, 
Did trickle downe her haire, like to the hore 


Congealed little drops, which doe the morne adore; 


| 47 
On her, two pretty handmaids didattend, 

One cald the Theiſe, the other cald the Crane; 
Which on her waited, things amifle to mend, 
And both behind vp-held her ſpredding traine; 
Vnder the which, her feet appeared plaine, 
Her filuerfeer, faire waſht againſt this day : 
And her before there paſed Pages twaine, 
Both clad in colours like, and like array, 


The Done & eke the Frith, both which prepar'd herway. 


48 
And after theſe the Sea Nymphs marched all, 


All goodly damzels, deckr with long oreene haire, 


Whom of their fire Nereides men call, 
Altwhich the Oceans daughterto him bare; 


The gray-eyde Dor - all which, fifty are; 
All which ſhethere on her attending had. 
Swift Proto, milde Eucrate, Thetis faire, 
Soft Spio, ſweet Endore, Sao lad, 
Light Doto, wanton Glauct,and Galent glad; 
White hand Exnica, proud ens, 
Toyous Thalia, goodly Amphitrite, 
Louely Paſithee, kinde Exlimene, 
Light foote Cymothoe, and ſweete Melite, 
Fureſt Pheruſa , Phao lilly white, 
Wondred Agaue, Poris, and Neſea, 
With Erato that doth in lone delight, 
And Panope, and wiſe Protomedea, 
And ſnowy neck: Dors, and milkewhire Galathes ; 


mY 
Speedy Hippothoe, and chaſte Afﬀtea, 
Large Liſcanaſſa, and Pronealage, 
Euagore, and light Pontoporea, 
And ſhe, that with her leaſt word can alliwage 
Theſurging ſeas, when they doeſoreſtrage, 
Cymodoce, and ſtout Autonoe, 
And Neſo, and Ezone wcll in age, 
And ſeeming ſtill to ſmile, Glayconome, 
And ſhe thathightof many heſts Polynome 3 


I 
Freſh Alimeda, deckt with had OTEENC 3 
Hyponeo, with faltbedcawed wreſts : 
Laomedia, like the cryſtall ſheene; | 
Liagore, much prayſd for wiſe beheſts ; 
And Pſamathe, for her broad ſnowy breaſts; 
Cymo, Eupompe, and Themiſte iuſt ; 
And ſhe that vertue loues and vice deteſts, 
Euarna, and Menippetruc in truſt, 
And Nemertea learned welltorulcher luſt, 


2 
All theſe the daughters of a Nerewus were, | 
Which haue +4 ſea in chargeto them allignde, 
To rule his tides, and ſurges to vp-rere, 
To bring forth ſtormes, or faſt them to yp-binde, 
And failers ſaue from wreckes of wrathfull winde. 
And yet beſides, three thouſand more there were 
Of th'Oceans ſeede, but Toes and Pheabus kind; 
 Thewhichin flouds and fountainesdocappeare, 
Andallmankinde do nouriſh with their waters cleare. 


5 ; 

The which, moreeathir .. for mortall wight, 
To tell theſands, or count the ſtarres on hye, _ 
Or ought more hard, then thinke toreckon right. 
But well I wote, thattheſe which I deſcry, 

Were preſent atthis greatſolemnity : 

And there amongſtthe reſt, the mother was 
Of lucklefle Marinell, Cymodoce ; 

Which, for my Muſe her (elfe now tyred has, 

Vatoan other Cantol will ouer-paſs. 
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I 
; What anendleſfſe worke haue I in hand, 


To countthe ſeas abundantprogeny ! 
* Whoſefruitfull ſeed far paſleth thoſe in land, 
2 And alſo thoſe which wonneinth'azure sky. 
B27 For, much more cath to tell the ſtars on hy, 
Albe they endlefle ſeemein eſtimation, 
T hen to recount theſeas poſteritie : 
 Sofertilebethe fiouds in generation, 
So hugetheir numbers, and ſo numberleſſe their nation. 
2 
Therefore the antique wizards well inuented, 
That Yenus of the foamy Scawas bred; 
For thar the ſeas by her are moſt augmented ! 
Witnefle th'exceeding fry, which there are fed, 
And wondrous ſholcs, which may of none beread. 
Then blame me not, if I haue crr'd in count 
OF gods, of Nymphs, of Rivers yet vnread : 
For, though theirnumbers do much more ſurmount, 
Yetallthoſe fame were there, which earſt I did recount, 


Allthoſe werethere, and , other more, 
Whole names and nations were too long to tell, * 
That Proteus houſe they fild even to the dore; 
Yet were they all in order, as befell, 
According their degrees, diſpoſed well. 
Amongſt thereſt, was faire Cymodoce, 
The mother of ynlucky Marinell, 
Who thither with her came, to learne and ſee 
The manner of the gods when they at banquetbe. 


Bu: for he was halfe nal being bred 
Of morrall fire, though of immortall wombe, 
He nay not with immortall food be fed, 
Ne with th'eternall gods to banquet come ; 
But walkt abroad, and round abourdid rome, 
To view the building of thatvncouth place, 
That ſeem'd vnlike vnto his carthly home : 
Where, as hetoandfro by chauncedid trace, 
There vnto him betid a diſaduentrous caſe. 


Carto XII, 


Marin, for lone of Florimell, 

Inlangour weſtes by life : 
7he Nymph his mother getteth her, 
©2724 pines to himfor wife. 
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Vnder the hanging of an pieces cliefe, $1 
He heard the lamentable voice of one, 
That pitiouſly complaynd her carefull griefe, 

Which neuer ſhe before diſclos'd to none, 
Butto her ſelfe her ſorrowe did bemone. 
So feelingly her caſe ſhe did complaine, 
Thatruth it mouedin the rocky ſtone, 
And made it ſeemeto feele her grieuous paine, 
And oft to gronewith billowes beating from the Maine. 
6 

Though vaine I ſee my ſorrowes to vnfold, 
And count my cares, when none is nigh to heare; 
Yethoping, griefe may leflen being tolde, ' 
Iwillthem tell though vnto no man neare: . 
For, heauen that ynto all lends equall eare, 
Is farrefrom hearing of my heauy plight; 'Þ 
Andloweſt hell, to which I lie moſt neare, 
Cares not whateuills hap to wretched wight; 

And greedy ſeas doein the ſpoile of life delight. 


7 
Yetloe, the ſeas I ſee by often beating, 
Do pearcethe Rockes,and hardeſt marble yeares; 
But his hard rocky heartforno entreatin 
Will yeeld ; but when my pitious x rev, heares, 
Is hardned more with my abundant teares. ' 
Yet though he neucrliſt to merelent, 
But let me waſte in woe my wretched yeares, 
Yetwill Incuer of my louerepent, 
But joy thatfor his ſake I ſuffer priſonment. 4 
8 F 
And when my arg © age with griefe out-worne, Y 
By timely death ſhall winncher wiſhed reſt, Z 
Letthen this plaint vnto his eares be borne, | 
Thatblameitis to him, that armesprofeſt, '* 
Tolether die, whom he might haue tedreſt, 
Theredid ſhe pauſe, inforced to giue place, 
Vnto the paſſion, that her heart opprelſt. 
Aud after ſhe had wept and wayld a ſpace, 
She gan afreſh thus rorenew her wretched caſe; 
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Yegods of ſeas, if any gods at all 
Haue care of right, or ruth of wretches wrong, 
By one or other way me woefull thrall 
Dcliuer hence out of this dungeon ſtrovg, 
In which I dayly dyingamtoo long. 
Andif ye deeme me death, for louing one 
Thatloues not me, then doeit not prolong, 
But let me dy and end my dayes attone, 
Andlethim liue vnlov'd, or loue him felfealone, 
. 10 
Butif thathfe ye vnto medecree, 
Then let meliue, as louers.oughtto doe, 
And of my lifes deareLouebeloued be : 
And if hethould through pride your doom vndoe, 
Do you by duretſe him compell thereto, 
Andin this priſon put him herewith me + 
Onepriſon ficteſt is to hold vs two : 
So had I rather to be thrall, then free ; 
Such thraldome or ſuch freedome let it ſurely be, 
II 
But © vaine 1udgement, and conditions vaine, 
The which the priſoner points vnto the free ! 
The whiles I him condemne, and deeme hispaine, 
He where he liſt goes loole, and Jaughes atme. 
So cuer loole, {o cuer happy be. 
But where ſo looſe or happy that thou art, 
Know Marinell that all this is for thee. 
With that ſhe wept and wail'd,as if her heart 


Would quite hauc burſt through great aboundance of her 
x I2 ({mart. 


All which complaint when Marinellhad heard, 
And vnderſtood the cauſe of all her care 
To come of him, for viing her ſo hard, 
His ſtubborne heart, that neuerfelt misfare, 
Was toucht with ſoft remorſe and pitty rare; - 
That cuen for griefe of minde he oft did grOne, 
And inly wiſh, thatin his powre it were | 
Her to redrefle : but ſince he meanes found none, 
He could no more but her greatmuſery bemone. 


: Tens | 
Thus whilſt his ſtony heart was toucht with tender ruth 


And mighty courage ſomething mollifide, 

Dame Yenwlonne that tameth ſtubborne yourh 

With iron bit, and maketh him abide, 

Till like a Vitor on his backe he ride, 

Into his mouth his mayttering bridle threw, 

That made him ſtoupe, till he did him beſtride: 

Then gan he make him tread his ſteps anew, + 
Andlcarne to loue, by learning louers paines to rew. 


14 
Now ganhe in his grieued nunde deuiſe, 
How from that dungeon he might her enlarge; 
Some while he thought, by faire and humble wiſe 
To Protew (elfe to luc for her diſcharge : 
But then he fear'd his mothers former charge 
Gainſt womens loue, long giuen him in yaine, 
Then gan he thinke, perforce with ſword and targe 
Her forth to fetch, and Protexs to conſtraine : 


Bur ſoonelic gan ſuch folly to forthinke againe. 


IF 
T hen did he caſt to ſeale her thence away, 


And with him beare, where none of her might knovwe. 


Bur all in vaine :for why he found no way 
To enter 1n, or iflew forth belowe; | 
For, all aboutthatrocke the ſex did lowe. 
And though vnto his will ſhe giuen were, 
Yet without ſhip or boat her thence torowe 
He wiſt not how, herthence away to beare; 

And danger well be wittlong to continue there. 

16 

Atlaſt,when as no meanes he could invent, 
Backe to him ſelfe, he gan returne the blame, 
That was the author of herpuniſhment; 
And with vile curſes, and reproachtull ſhame 
To damne himlſelte by cucry cuill name , 
And deeme vnworthy or of loue or life, 
Thar had deſpis'd ſo chaſt and Faire a Dame, 


Which him had fought through trouble and lone ſtrife; 


Yethadrefus'da gcd that herhadſoughtto wife, 


I 
In this ſad phght he walked here and there, 
And romed round about the rocke in vaine, 
As he hadloſthim ſelfe, he wilt not where 
Ott liſtening if he mote her heare againe; 
And ſti]lbemoning her vnworthy pane: 
Like asan Hynde whoſe calfe is falne vawares 
Into ſome pit, where ſhe him heares complaine, 
An hundred times aboutthepit fide fares, 
Right ſorrowfully mourning her bereaued cares. 
IS 
And now by this, the feaſt was throughly ended, 
And-euery one gan homeward to relort : 
Which ſeeing, Marinellwasſore oftended, 
That his departurerhence ſhould beſo ſhort, 
Andleauehis Louein that ſea-walled forr, 
Yet durſt he nothis mother diſobay; 
Buther attending in full ſeemely ſort, 
Did march amongſt the many all the way : 
Andall the way didinly mourne, like oneaſtray. 
I 
Being returned to his moth Ku bowre, 
In folitary filence farre from wight, 
He gaa record the }amentable ſtowre, 
In which his wretched Loue lay day andnight, 
For hisdeareſake, thar ill deſeru'd that plight : 


The thought whereof _—_ his heart fo deepe, 


That of no worldly thing he tooke delight ; 
Ne daily food didtake, nenightly fleepe, 


But pyn'd, & mourn'd; & languitht, and alone did weepe; 


20 * 
That in ſhort ſpace his wonted cheareſull hew 
Gan fude, andliuely ſpirits deadedquight : 
His cheek-bones rawe, and eye-pits hollow grew, 
And brawny armes had loſt their knowen might, 
That nothing ike himſelt he ſeem'd in fight, 
Ere long, ſo weake of limbe, and ficke of loue 
Hewoxe, that lenger he n'ote ſtand vpright, 
But to his bed was brought, and layd aboue, 
Like rucfull ghoſt, vnable oncero ſtirre or moue. 
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21 
Which when his mother ſawe, ſhe in her mind 
Was troubled fore, ne wiſt well what to weene. 


27 
Now lefle ſhe feared that ſame farallread, 
That warned him of womens loue beware; 


Ne could by ſearch nor any meanes out-find 
Thelecret cauſeand nature of his teene, 


Which being meant of morrall creatures ſead, 
For loue of Nymphes ſhe thought ſhe need nor care, 


But promiſt him what=cuer wight ſhe were 
That ſhe herloue to himwould ſhortly gaine, 
So he her told : but ſoone as ſhe did heare 
That Florimell it was,which wroughthis paine, 
She gan afreſhro chafe, and gricue1n cuery yainc. 
28 


Whereby ſhe might apply ſome medicine 3 

But, weeping day and mightdid him attend, 

And mourn'd to ſee her lofle before hereyne : 
| Which grieu'd her more, thatſhe it could not mend; 
Toſccan hel pleſſe euill, double griefe doth lend. 


22 
Novught could ſhe read the roote of his diſeaſe, 
Ne weene what miſter malady itis, 
Whereby to ſeeke ſome meanes itro appeaſe. 
Moſt did ſhe thinke, but moſt ſhe thought amiſs, 
That that ſame former farall wound of his 
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Yet ſince ſheſawethe ſtreightextremitie, 
In which his life valuckily was layd, 
It was no timeto ſcan the prophecie, 
Whether old Protexs true or falſe had ſayd, 
That his decay ſhould happen by a mayd.- 
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Whyleare by Tryphon was not throughly healed, 

But cloſely rankled vnder th'orifice: 

Leaſt did ſhe thinke, that which he moſt concealed, 
Tharloucit was , which in his heart lay varcuealed. 


2 
Therefore to Tryphon ſhe a 9M doth haſte, 
And him doth chide as le and fraudulent, 
Thatfayld thetruſt, which ſhe in him hadplac't, 
To cure herfonne; as he his faith had lent : 
Who now was falne into new languiſhment 
Of his old hurt, which wasnot throughly cured. 
So backe hecame vnto her Patient; 
Whereſearching cuery part, her well aſſured, 
Thatit was no oldfore, which his new paine procured 3 
24 
But that it was ſome other malady, 
Or gricfe vnknowne, which he could not diſcerne : 
So left he her withouten remedy. 
Then gan hcr heart to faint, and quake and yerne, 
And inly troubled was, the truth to learne. 
Vato himlclfe ſhe came, and him befought, 
Now with faire ſpeeches, now with threatnings ſterne, 
If oughtlay hidden jn his grieued thought, 
It to reucale : who ſtill heranſivered, there was nought. 


2 

Nathlefſe ſhereſted notſo cniefide : 

Butleauing watry gods, as oocng nought, 

Vntothe ſhiny heauen in haſte ſhe hide, 

And thence Apollo king of Leaches brought. 

Apolls came ; who ſoone as he had ſought 

Through his diſcaſc, did by and by our-find, 

Thar he did languiſh of ſome inward thought, 

The which affhCted his engricued minde; 
Which loue he read to be, thatleads cach liuing kind. 
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26 
Which when he had vnto his mother told, 
She ganthereat to fret, andpreatly gricue. | 
And on to herſonne; gan Efro ſcold, 
And chyde at him, thatmadeher misbelicuc: 
But afterwards ſhe gan bim ſoftto ſhrieue, 
And wooe with fajreintreaty,to diſcloſe, 
Which of the Nymphs his heartſo ſore did mieus. 
| For, ſureſhe weend it was ſome one of thoſe, 


Which he hadlatcly (cen, thatfor his Louc he choſe, 


It's Jate in death of danger to aduize, 

Orloueforbid him, thar is life denayd: 

Butrather gan in troubled mind deuize, 
How ſhe that Ladies libertie mightenterprize, 


2 
To Proteus (elfe to ſue, ſhe MF ohr itvaine, 
Who was the root and worker of her woe : 
Nor vnto any meaner to complaine, 
But vnto greatking Neptwnelelfe did goe, 
And on her knee betore him fallinglowe, 
Made humble ſuit voto his maieſtie, 
To grantto her,her ſonnes hife, which his foe 
A ccuell Tyranthad preſumnptuouſly 
By wicked doom condemn'd, a wretched death to die. 


RED ©) 

To whom god Neptune ſoftly {myling, thus; 

Daughter, mc ſeemes of doublewrong ye plaine, 

Gainſt onethat hath both wronged you, and vs : 

For, death t'award I ween'd did appertaine 

To none, but to the ſeas ſole Sovcraigne . 

Read therfore who it is, whichthis hath wrought, 

And for what cauſe ; the truth diſcouerplaine. 

For,ncuer wight ſo euill did or thought, 
But would ſome rightfull cauſe pretende, though rightly 

| | I (nought. 

To whom ſhe anſwerd; Then it is by name, 

Proteus, that hath ordayn'd my4onneto die; 

For that a waift, the which by fortune came 

Vpon your ſeas, heclaym'd as property : 

And yet nor his, nor his in cquitie, 

Butyours the waiftby high prerogatiue. 

Therefore I humbly craue your Maieſtie, 

It ro repleuie, and my ſonne reprieue : 
So ſhall you by one giftſaue all ys three aliue, 


2 
He graunted it : and ſtrei hehis warrant made, 
Vadertheſea-godsſeale autenricall, 
Commanding Protews ſftrajohtt'enlarge the mayd, 
Which wandring ol his ſeas imperial 
He lately tooke, and fithence kept as thrall. 
Which ſhe receiuing with meete thankfulneſle, 
Departed ſtraight to Protexs therewithall : 
Who, reading it withinward loathfu!neſle, 
Was gricucd to reſtorethe pledge, be did pollelle. = 
ct 
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32 And feeble ſpiritinly felt reteftion; 
Yetdurſt he not the warrant to withſtand, As withered weedthrough cruell winters tine, 
Butynto her deliuered Florimell. That feeles the warmth of ſunny beames refleQion, . 
Whom ſhe receiuing by thelilly hand, Lifres vp his head, that did before decline, F 
Admir'd her beauty much, as ſhe mote well : And gins to ſpread his leafe beforethefaire ſunſhine. [1 
For, the all liuing creatures did excell; 35 $ 
And was right i010us that ſhe gotten had Right ſo him ſelfe did Marinellyprexre, [: 
So fairea wife for her ſonne Marinell. When he in place his deareſt Loue did ſpy ; + 
So home with her ſhe ſtreight the virgin lad, And though his limbs could not his body beare, | 
And ſhewed herto him, then being ſore beſtad, Ne former ſtrength returne ſo ſuddenly, 
24 Yet chearcfull ſfignes he ſhewed outwardly. 
Who ſoone as he brheld that angels face, Ne leſle was ſhe 1n ſecretheart affeed, 
Adorn'd with all diuine perfection, Butthatſhe masked itwith modeſty, 
His cheared heart eftſoones away gan chace For feareſne ſhould of lightneſſe be deteted: 
Sad death, reuiued with her ſweetinſpecton, Which to another place Lleaue to be perfeed. 


The end of the fourth Booke—. 
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; Butto the antique vſe, which was of yore, 
f © off, as I, with ſtate of preſent time, When good was _ for it ſelfe defired, 
The image of the antique world compare, And all men ſought their owne, and none no more; 


*- <2 Knee 


& Whenas mans age was in his fretheſt prime, When Iuſtice was not formoſt meed out-hyred, i 
<< And thc firſt blofſome of faire vertue bare, But ſimple Truth did raigne, and was of all ad, 
Such oddes I finde twixt thole, and theſe which are, | 4 
As that, through long continuance of his courle, For, that which all men then did vertue call, 
Me ſeemes the world is runne quight out of ſquare, Is now cald vice; and that which vice was hight, 
From the firſt point of his appointed ſourle, Is now hightvertue, andfo ys'd of all : 
And being once amiſle growes daily worſe and worle. Rightnow is wrong, and wrong that was isright, 
; 2 As all things elſe in time are changed quight. 
For, from the golden age, that firſt was named, Ne wonder ; for the heauens reuolution 
It's now at earſt become a ſtony one; Is wandred farrefrom, where it firſt was pight, 
And men themſelues, the which at firſt were framed And ſo do make contrarie conſtitution nh 
Of earthly mould, and form'd of fleſh and bone, Of all this lower world, toward his diſſolution. il 
| Are now transformed into hardeſt ſtone : 5 | | 
Such as behind their backes (fo backward bred) For, whoſo liſt into the heauens looke, 'þ 
Were throwne by Pyrrha and Deucalione : And ſearch the courſes of therowling ſpheares, il 
And if then thoſe may any worſebered, Shall find that from the point, where they firſt tooke f 
They into that ere long will be degendered. Their ſetting foorth, in thefe few thouſand yeares i 
2 They all are wandred much ; that plaine appeares. i 
Let none then blame me, if in diſcipline For that ſame golden fleecy Ram, which bore jo 
Of vyertue and of civill yſes lore, Phrixus and Hellefrom their ſtepdames feares, '} 
Idoenotformethem to the common lirie Hath now forgot, where he was plac't of yore, 


Of preſent dayes, which are corrupted ſore, And ſhouldred hath the Bull, which faire Exropa bore. 
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And eke the Bull hath with his boaw-bent horne For, during Saturnes ancient raj one, it's ſayd, 
So hardly butted thoſe two twinnes of Toe, Tharallthe world with goodnefle did abound : 
188 Thatthey haue cruſht the Crab, and quite him borne Allloued vertuc, no man was affrayd 
Y'ſ! » Into the great Nemean lions groue. Of force, nefraudin wight was to be found : 
| So now all range, anddo at randon roue No warre was knowne, no dreadfulll trumpets ſound, 
Our of their proper places farre away, Peace vniuerſall raignd mongſt menand beaſts, 
And all this world with them amifle do moue, Andall things freely grew out of the ground : 
Andallhis creatures from their courſe aſtraie, Juſtice fate high ador'd with ſolemne Feaſts, 
Tillthey arriue attheir laſt ruinous decay. Andto all peopledid diuide her drad beheaſts ; 
F | 7 IO 
Ne is thatſame great glorious lamp of light, Moſtſacred vertue ſhe of all thereſt, 
| _ Thatdothenluminealltheleleflerfyres, Reſembling God in his imperiall might; 
410F In hetter caſe, ne keepe$his Courſe more right, Whoſe ſouerugne powreis herein moſt expreſt, 
Wilt: But 1s nufcarried with the other Spheres. That both to good and bad he dealeth right, 
Wh For, fincethetearm of / RIS ay yeares And all his workes with iuſtice hath bedight. 
{20K Thatlearned Ptolomee his height didtake, Thatpowre healfo doth to Princes lend, 
bl ' Heis declined from that marke of theirs, And makes them like him ſelfe in glorious ſiphr, 
WH! Nigh thirty minutes; to the Southerne Jake; To fit in his owneleat, his cauſe to end, 
1688 That makes mefeare in time he will vs quite forſake. And rule his peoplerighr, as he doth recommend. 
1 8K : II 
{30 Andif tothoſe Xgyptian wiſards old, ;  Drad ſoueraigne goddeſle, that doeſt higheſt fir 
| | Whichin Star-read were wont haue bet inſight, In fcate of 1ud gvernent, In th Almightes ſtead, 
il : Faith may be gjiuen, it is by them told, And with magmficke might and wondrous wit 
i Tharſincethe timethey firſtrooke the Sunnes hight, Doeit to thy people righteous doomearead, 
il Fouretimes his place he ſhifted hath in fight, That furtheſt Nations filles with awefull dread, 
if And twice hath riſen, where he'now doth Weſt, Pardon the boldnetle of thy baſeſt thrall, 
| | And weſted twice, where he ought riſe aright. Thatdare diſcourte of fo divine a read, 
Wt! But moſt is Mars amille of all the reſt, As thy grcatiuſticeprayſed oucr all; 
108! And nextto him old Saturne, thatwas wont be beſt. The inſtrument whereof loe here thy Artherall. 
itt 
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{7 ESE Arthegall trays'd in Inſtice lore 
Ut! ae WY LA Irenaes queſt purſewed: 
ln 382] vs HB He doth auenge on Sanglier 
His Ladies bloud embrewed, 
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"5 Hough vertuethen were keld in higheſt price, Such firſt was Bacchw, that with furious might 
EL In thoſe oldti meds, of which I doeentreat, Allth'Eaſt, beforevntam'd, did oucrronne, 
ge:  Yetthcn likewile the wicked ſeed of vice | And wrong repref{; ed, and eſtabliſhrright, 
X25 Began to ſpring; which ſhortly grew full oreat, Which lawelefle men had formerly fordonne. 

And with their boughes the gentle plants did beat. There Tuſtice firſt her princely rule begonne. 
But cuertnore ſome of the vertaous race Next, Hercules hislike enſample ſhewed, 
Roſe vp, inſpired with hervicke heat, { Who all the Weſt with equall conqueſt wonne, 
That croptthe branches of the fient baſe, And monſtrous tyrants with his club ſubdewed; 


And with ſtrong hand their Fruzrfull ranknes did deface. The club of Tuſtice drad, with kingly powre geen 
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And ſuch was he, of a hauetotell, 
The Champion of true Tuſtice, Arthegall. 
Whom (as ye lately mote remember well) 
An hard aduenture, which did then befall, 
Into redoubted perill forth did call ; 
That was, to ſuccour a diſtreſſed Dame, 
Whom a ſtrong tyrant did vniuſtly thrall, 
And fromthe heritage, which ſhe did clame, 
Did with ſtrong hand withhold : Graztorto was his name. 


4 

Wherefore the Lady, which Irena hight, 

Did tothe Faery Qucene her way addreſle; 

To whom complayning her afth1Ced plight, 

She her beſought of graciaus redreſle. - | 

Thar ſoueraigne Queene, that mighty Emperellc, 

Whole glorie1s to aydeall ſuppliants pore, 

And of weake Princes to be Patroneſle, 

Choſe Arthegall to righther to reſtore ; 
For that to her hc ſeem'd beſt skild in righteous lore. 


5 

For, Arthegall in iuſticewas vpbrought 

Euecn from the cradle of his infancie, 

And all the depth of rightfull doome was taught 

By faire Aſtrea, with great induſtry, 

Whil'ſt here on earth the lived mortally. 

For, till the world from his perfection £1 

Into all filth and foule iniquity, : 

Afrreahcre mongſt earthly men did dwell, 
And in therules of wſtice them inſtructed well. 


6 
Whales through the world ſhe walkedin this ſort, 

. Vpon a day ſhe found this gentle chile, 
Amongſthispecresplaying his childiſh ſport ; 
Whom ſceing fit, and with no crime defilde, 

Shedid allure with giftes and {pecches mulde, 

To wend with her. So thence him furre ſhe brought 

Into a caue from company exilde, 

In which ſhe nourſled him, till yeares he raught, 
And all the diſcipline of iuſtice there him taught. 


73S 
Therc ſhe him taught to wergh both right and wrong 
In equall ballance with duerecompence, 
And equity to meaſure out along, 
According to the line of conſcjence, 
When ſo it needs with rigour-to diſpence. 
Of all thewhich, far wantthere of mankind, 
She cauſed him:to make experience | 
Vpon wyldibeaſts, which ſhe'in woods did find, 
With wroogfull powre oppreſling others of their kind. 
8 q 


Thus ſhe him trayned; and thus ſhe him taught, 
In all the skill;of ,deeming, wrong and right, 
Vatill the ripenefſe.of mans yeares he raught; _ 
That cuen wilde beafts did feare his awetull fight, 
And men admyr/d;his ouer-ruling might ; 
Ne avy liv:d op ground, that durit withſtand 
His dreadfullheaſt, much lefle him match in fight, 
Or bide the hoxror. of his wreakfull hand, 
When-ſghe lift ig wrath lifr yp his ſiecly brand. 


—_— —_—_—— CoA. | 


Which ſtcely brand, to i him dradded mote, 

She gaue vnto him, gotten by her ſlight 

And earneſt ſearch, where it was keptin ſtore 

In Ioves eternall houſe, vawiſt of wight, - 

Since he himaſelfe it vs'd in thatgreat fight 

Againſt the Titans, that whylomerebelled 

Gainſt higheſt heauen; Chryſaor it was hight; 

Chryſaor, that all other ſwords excelled, 0 oo 
Well proy'din that ſame day,when Toxethoſe Gyants el- 

0 led. 

For, of moſt perfe&merall it was made, wo 

Tempred with Adamant amongſt the ſame, 

And garniſht all with gold vpon the blade 

In goodly wiſe, whereof it tooke his name, 

And was of no leſs yertue, then of fame. 

For, there no ſubſtance was ſo firm and hard, 

But it would pierce or cleaue, where-ſo it came; 

Ne any armour could his dint out-ward, 
Bur whereſocuer it did light, it throughly ſhar'd. 


II 
Now, when the world with finne gan to abound, 
Aſtrea loathing lenger here toſpace _ + 
Mongſt wicked men, in whom no truth ſhe found, 
Return'd to heauen, whence ſhederiv'd herrace ; 
Where ſhe hath now an cucrlaſting place, _ 
_ thoſe twelue fignes, which nightly wedoe ce 
The heauens bright-ſhining baudrike to enchace ; 
And is the Yirein, ſixt in her degree: 
And nexther ſelfe, her righteous ballance hanging bee. 


I2 

But when ſhe parted hence, ſhe left her groome 

An yron man, which did on her attend 

Alwayes, to execute her ſtedfaſt doome, 

And willed him with Arthegall to wend, 

Anddo what cuerthing he did intend. _ 

His name was Talwg, made of yron mould, 

Immoueable, refiftleſle, without end; 

Who, in his hand, an yron flaile did holde, 
With which he threſht out falſhood, & did tryth ynfolde. 


I 
He now wentwith him in Fs A inqueſt, 
Himforto aide, if aide he chaunc'tto need, 
Againſtthat crucll Tyrant, which oppreſt 
Thefaire 1 rena with his foule miſdeed, 
And kept the Crowne in which ſhe ſhould ſucceed. 
And now together ontheir way they bin 
When as they ſawe a Squire in ſquallid weed, 
Lamenting ſore his ſorrowfull{ad tine, 
With many bitter teares ſhed from his blubbred cyne. 


| I.-- 
To whom as they OO +. , they eſpide 
A fory light, as cuerſeene with eye; 
An headleſle Ladie lying him beſide, . 
In her owne bloud all wallow'd wotully, 
That her gay clothes did in diſcolour die. 
Much was he moued at that ruefull fight ; 
And flam'd with zeale of yengeance inwardly : 
 Heaskt, who had that Dame lo fouly dight ; 
Or whicther his owne hand, or whether other wight ? 4 
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I 

Ah! woeis me;and weal-away ,quoth he, 
Burſting forthreares, like ſprings outof a banke, 
Thar cuerT this diſmall day didſee : 
Full farre was I from thinking ſuch a pranke; 
Yet little lofle it were, and micklethanke, 
If I ſhould grant that I haue doen the ſame, 
That Imotedrink thecnp, whereof ſhe dranke : 
But that I ſhould dy guilty of the blame, 

The which-another d1d,who now is fled with ſhame. 


I 

Who was it then, ſayd Artbegall, thatwrought? 
And why? doe it declare vnto metrew. 
A knight, ſayd he, if knighthemay berhought, 
That did his hand in Ladies bloud imbrew, 
And for no cauſe, butas I ſhall you ſhew. 
This day as I in ſolace fare hereby 
With afaire Loue, whoſe lofſe I now do rew, 
There camethis knight, hauing in company 


This lucklefſe Lady, which now here dothheadleflelie. 


| 17 
He, whether mineſeem'd fayrerin his eye, 
Or thathe wexed weary of his owne, 
Would change with me; but I did itdeny : 
So did the Ladies both as may be knowen, 
Buthe, whoſeſpirit was with pride vp-blowne, 
Would not foreſt contented with his right, 
But hauing from his courſer her downe-throwne» 
Fro me reft mine away by lawlefle might, 
And on his ſeed herſer, to beare her ourof fight. + 


18 * 
Which when his Lady awe, ſhe follow'd faſt, 
And on him catching holde, gan loud to crie 
Not o to leaue her; nor away to caſt, 
Butrather of his hand beſonghtto die. + 
With that, his {word he drew all wratlifully, 
And at one ſtroke croptoff her head with {corne, 
In that ſame place, whereas it now doth lie, 
So he my loue away with him hath borne, 
And left me here; both his & mine owne Loue to mourne. 


14 
Aread, fayd he, which way hin did hemake? - - 

And by whit markes may he be knowne againe? 

To hope, quoth he, him ſooneto ouertake, - - ' 

That hence ſo long departed, is butvaine: © '-+* 

Burtyet he pricked ouer yonderPlaine ; 

And as I marked, bore vpon his ſhield, 

By whiclr its eafie him to knowe againe, O21 
 _Abrokenſwordwithin a bloody hield ; FREE 
Exprefling well his nature which the {ame did wield; 


20 

No ſooner ſayd, but ſtraight he after ſent 

His yron page, who him purſew'dſolight, 

As that n{eem'daboue the ground he went: 

For, he was {wiftas [wallow inther flight, 

And ſtrong as Lion'in his Jordly might. 

It wasnot long, before he ouertooke 

Sir Sanzlier;{lo cleeped was that Knight © 

Whom at the firſt he ghefled by his looke, ' -* ' 
And by the other markes, which of his ſhield he took. 


21 
He bade him ſtay, and backe with him retire; 
Who full of {corneto be commanded lo, 
The Lady to alightdideftrequire, 
Whil'ſt he reformed that vncwuill foe : 
And ſtreight at him with all his force did goe. 
Who moy'd no more therewith, then when a rocke 
Is lightly ſtricken with ſome ſtones throwe; 
Butto him leaping, lenthim ſuch a knocke, 
That onthe ground he layd himlike aſcn(cleſs blocke. 
22 
But ere he coulc him felferecure againe, 
Himin his Iron pawe heſeized had; 
That when he wak't out of his warclefſe paine, 
He found khimſfelfe ynwiſt, ſo ill beſtad, 
Thatlim he could not wag. Thence he him lad, 
Bound like a beaſt appointed to the ſtall : 
The fight whereof theLady ſore adrad, 
And fayn'dto fly for feare of being rhrall; 
Bur he her quickly ſtayd, and forc*tto wend withall, 
2 
When to the place they catn b where Arthegall 
By that ſame carefuil Squire did then abide, 
He gently gan him to demaund of all, 
Thatdid berwizthim and thatSquire beride. 
Who with fterne countenance and indignant pride - 
Did aun{were, that of all he eniltlefle ſtood, 
And his accuſcc thereupon defide : 
For, ncyther he did ſhed that Ladies bloud, 
Nor tooke away his Loue; but his owneproper good. 


2 
Well did the Squire perceiue him {elfe too weake, 

To Eberehis defiance in the field; - 

And rather choſe his challenge off tobreake, 

Then to approve his right with ſpeare and ſhield. 

Andrather guilty choſe himſelfe to yield. 

But Arthegall by ſignes perceining plaine, 

That heitwas not, which that Lady kild, 

But that ſtrznge Kiiight, the fairer Loue to gune, : 
Did caſt about by Nleight the truth thereout to ſtraine 3 - 


2 
And {ſayd;Now ſure his donbrfull cauſes righr 
Can hardly butÞy Sacrament betride,* © 26 
Or elſe by ordele, or by bloody fight; ' © ry 
Thatill perhaps motefall ro cither fide. © 
Bur if ye pleaſe; that your cauſe decide, 
Perhaps I may all further quarell end, 
So ye will lweare my tudgementto abide. 
Thereto they both'did frankly cordiſcend, 
Andto his doome with liffall eares di both attend. - + 
26 
Sith then, ſayd he, ye both the deaddeny, © 
And both theliuing Lady claimeyour right , 
Let both the dead and living equally ©: 
Diuided be betwixt you herein fight, ' 
And each of either take his ſhare ariphit. 7 | 
Butlooke who does diflentfrom this my red, '' ” 
Hefor a twelue-moneths day ſhall indefpight - *' 
Bearefor his penance thatfame Ladiesheadz 7 
To witneſſe to the world, that ſhe by himhis dead; 94 


© (ant.1. THE FAERIE QVEENE. 


es 
<q CESSES = — 
= . x 
a yo Ta 


251 


27 2 
VVellpleafed with that doome was $S ansliere, But Sangliere diſdained —_ his doome, 
And oftred ſtraight the Lady to be line, And tternly gan repine at his beheaſt 3 
But that ſame Squire, to whom ſhe was more dere, Ne would for ought obey, as did become, 
When as he {awe ſhe ſhould be cutin twaine, To beare that Ladies head before his breaſt. 
Did yield, ſhe rather ſhould with him remaine Vatill that Talus had his pride repreſt, 
Alive, then to himſclfe be ſhared dead : And forced him, maulgre, itvpto reare. 
And rather then his Loue ſhould ſuffer paine, Who, when he {aw itbootleſle to reſiſt, 
He choſe with ſhameto beare that Ladies head. He tookeit vp, and thence with him did beare, 
True louc defpileth ſhame, when life is cald in dread. As rated Spaniel| takes his burden vp for feare. 
28 © 
Whom when, fo willing Arthegall perceaued ; Much did that Squire Sir Arthegal adore, 
Notſo thou Squire, he ſaid, but thine I deeme For his greatiuſtice, held in high regard; 
The ling Lady, which from thee he reaued: And (as his Squire) him offred euermore 
For, worthy thou of her dooſt rightly ſecme. To {crue, for want of other meet reward, 
And you, fir Knight, thatloueſolighteſteeme, And wend with him on his adventure hard. 
As that ye would for little leaue the ſame, But hethereto would by no meanes conſent; 
Take here your owne, that doth you beſt beſceme, But leauing him, forth on his tourney far'd : 
And with itbearethe burden of defame ; | Ne wight with him but onely Talss went; 


Your owne dead Ladies head, to tell abroad your ſhame. They rwo cnough Yencounter an whole Regiment. 


Canto 1I, 
CArthegall heares of Florimell, 
does with the Pagan fight : 


Him ſlates, drownes Lady Momera, 
does raſe her Caitle quight. 
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"= Ouchtis more honorable to a Knight, For, this was Dony, Florimells owne Dwarte ; 
BN) | Ne better doth beſeeme braue cheualry, Whom hauing loſt (as ye haue heard whyleare) ; 
VINE Y/ Then to defend the feeble in their right, And finding in the way the ſcatrred ſcarfe, | 
MEG And wrongredreſſeinſuch as wend awry. The fortune of her life long time did feare. | 
<A "7 Whilome thoſe great Heres got thereby But, of her health when Arthegal did heare, | 
——_ ' Their greateſt ey for therrr1ghtful deeds, And ſafe returne, he was full inly glad; - bj 
And place deferued with the Gods on hie. And askthim where, and when het bridale cheare 
Herein the nobleſle of this knight exceedes, | Should beſolemnis'd : for, if timehe had, 
Who now to perils great for iuſtice ſakeproceeds. He would be there, and honour to berſpouſill ad. 
2 4 
To which as hee now was vpon the way, Within three dayes, quoth hee, as I do heare, 
He chaunc't to meet a Dwarfe in haſty courſe; It will be at the Cattle of the Strond; 
Whom herequir'd his forward haſte to ſtay, Whartrime, if nought me ler, I will be there 
Till he of tydings mote with him diſcourle. To doc her ſeruice, ſoas Iam bond. 
Loth was the Dwarfe, yet did he ſtay perforce, Butin my way a little here beyond, 
And gan of ſundry newes his ſtoreto tell, A curſed cruell Sarazin doth wonne, 
As to his memory they had recourſe : That keepesa Bridges paſlage by ſtrong hond, 
But chiefely of the faireſt Florimell, | And many errant o_— hath there fordonne; 
How ſhe was found againe, and ſpouſdeto Marinel. That makes all men for tcare thatpaſſage for to ſhonne. 


Y. What i 


5 * * : 
_ > I EE MtetwS <s 
Enos A 


252 


THE FIET BOOKE OF Cant. 11. 


5. 
V Vhat miſter wight, quoth he, and how far hence 
Is he, that doth to trauellers ſuch harmes ? 
He is, {aid he, a man of great defence ; 
Expert in batrell and in deedes of armes 3 
And more emboldned by the wicked charmes, 
With which his daughter doth him fti]] ſupport; 
Hauing great Lordſhips gotand goodly farmes, 
Through ſtrong oppreſſion of his powre extort; 


By which he ſtillrhem holds, & keepes with ſtrong eftort. 
6 


And daily hee his wrongs encreaſeth more: 
For, neuer wight he lets to paſſe that way, 
Ouer his Bridge, albec he rich or poore, 
Bur he him makes his paſſage-penny pay : 
Elſe he doth hold him back, or beat away. 
Thereto he hath a groome of cuill guize, 
Whoſe ſcalp 1s bare, that bondage doth bewray, 
Which pols and pils the poore 1n pitious wile 3 
But he himſclfec vpon the rich doth tyrannize. 


7 
His name is hight Pollente, rightly ſo 
For that he 15 ſo puiflant and ftropg, 
That with his powre he all doth over-go, 
And makes them ſubie& to his mighty wrong; 
And ſomeby ſeight hecke doth vnderfong. 
For, on abridgehe cuſtometh to fight, 
Which is ut narrow, but exceeding long 3 
And inthe ſame are many trap-fals pight,' (fight. 
Through which the rider downe doth fall through oucr- 
8 
And vnderneath the ſame ariuer flowes, 
That is both {wift and dangerous deepe withall ; 
Into the which whon-ſo he oucr-throwes, 
All deſtitute ofhelpe, doth headlong fall : 
But he himſclte, through practiſe vſuall, 
Leapes forth into the bod, and there aſſaies 
His foe, confuſed through his ſuddaine fall, 
\ That horſe and man he equally diſmaies, 
And ceyther both them drownes, or trayterouſly ſlues. 


9 
Then doth he take the ſpoyle of themat will, 
And to his daughter brings, that dwels thereby : 
Who all that comes doth take, and there-with flll 
The coffers of her wicked threalury , 
Which ſhe with wrongs hath heaped vp ſo hy, 
That many Princes ſhein wealth exceeds, 
Andpurchaſt allthe countrey lying ny 
With thereucnew of her plentious mcedes 
Her name is Munera, agrecing with her deedes, 
10 
There-to ſhee is full faire, and rich attired, 
With golden hands and ſiluer feete beſide, 
That many Lords haue her to wife defired : 
Butſhe them all deſpiſcth for great pride. 
Now by my life, ſaid he, and God to guide, 
None other way will I this day betake, 
But by that Bridge, where-as he doth abide: 
Therefore me thithcr lead. No more he ſpake, 


But thitherward forth-right his ready way did make. 


II 
Vnto the placehe came within awhile, 
Where on the Bridgeheready armed {aw 
The Sarazin, awayting for ſome ſpoile. 
Who as they to thepatlage gan to draw, 
A villaine to them came with ſcull all raw, 
That patlage-money did of them require, 
According to the cuſtome of theirlaw. 
To whom he aunſwerd wroth, lo, there thy hire; 
And with that word him ſtrooke,thatftreight he did expire. 
13- 
Which, when the Pagan ſaw, he wexed wroth, 
And ſtraighthimlelfe vnto the fight addreſt ; 
Ne was Sir Arthegall behind: ſo both 
a rom crran withready ſpeares inreſt. 
Rightin the midſt, where-as they breſt to breſt 
Should meet, a trap was lettendowne to fall 
Into the flood : ſtraight leapt the Carle vnblelt, 
Well weening thathis foe was falne withall : 
But he was well aware, and leapr before his fall, 


I 

T here beeing both cakes inthe floud, 

They each atother tyrannouſly flew ; 

Ne ought the water cooled theirhot bloud, 

Burt ratherin them kindled choler new. 

But therethe Paynim, whotharyſewell knew 

To fightin water,great advantage had, . 

That ofren-times Yim nigh he over-threw : 

And cke the courſer,where-vpon herad, 
Could ſwim hke to a fiſh, whiles he his back beſtrad. 


14 
Which oddes when as Sir Arthegall cſpide, 
He ſaw no way,but clole with him 1 haſte; 
And to himdriuing ſtrongly downe the tide, 
Vpon his iron coller griped faſt, 
That with the ſtraint, his weſand nigh hebraft. 
T here they together ſtroue and ſtruggled long, 
Either the other from his ſteed to I 
Ne euer Arthegall his gplc ſtrong 
For any thing would lack, bur ſtill ypon him hong. 
I 
As whena Dolphin and a Sell are met, 
In the wide champian of the Ocean Plaine, 
With cruell chaute their courages they whet, 
The maiſterdome of each by force to gaine, 
And dreadful] battailetwixt them do darraine : 
They ſnuf, they ſnort,they bounce,they rage,they rore, 
Thar all the fea (diſturbed with their traine) 
Doth frie with fomeaboue the ſurges hore: 
Such was betwixt theſe two the troubleſome vprore. 
| 16 
So .Arthegall,atlength, him forc'tforſake 
His horſes back, for dread of beeing drownd, 
And to lys handy twimming him betake. 
Eftloones himlſclte he from his hold vnbound, 
And then no ods at all in him he found : 
For, Arthegall in ſwimming skilfull was, 
And durſt the depth of any water ſound. 
So oughteach Knight, thatvſe ofperill has, 
In ſwimming be expert, through waters force to paſs. ? 
Then 
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I 
Then very doubtfull was the warres euent, 
Vncertaine whether had the better ſide: 
For, both were skild in that experiment, 
And both in armes well traind and throughly tride. 
But Arthegall was better breath'd beſide, 
And towards th'end, grew greaterin his might, 
That his faint foe no vo. could abide 
His puiſſance, ne beare himſelfe vp-right, 
But from the water to the land betooke his flight. 
| 18 
But Arthegal{ purſew*d him ſtill ſo neare, 
With bright Chryſaor in his cruell hand, 
That as his hcad hegan alittle reare 
Aboue the brinke, to tread vpon the land, 
He ſmote it off, that tumbling on the ſtrand, 
It bit the earth for very fell delpight, 
And gnaſhed with his teeth, as it he band 
High God, whoſe goodnefle he deſpaired quight, 


Or curſt the hand, which did that vengeance on him dight. 


I 
His corps was carried Jownealong the Lee, 
Whoſe waters with his filthy bloud it ſtained: 
But his blaſphemous head, that all might ſee, 
Hepitcht vpon apole on high ordained; 
VVhere many yceres itafterwards remained, 
To bea mirror toall mighty men, 
In whoſe righthands great poweris contained, 
That none ofthem thefceble over-ren, 
But alwaies doe their powre withiniuſt compaſle pen. 


20 
That done, vnto the Caſtle he:did wend, 
In whichthe Paynims daughter did abide, 
Guarded of many which did her defend : 
Of whom he entrance fought, but was denide, 
And with reprochefull blaſphemy defide, 
Beaten with ſtones downe from the battilmenr;, 
That he was forced to with-draw aſide; 
And bade his ſeruaunt Telus to inuent 
Which way he enter might, without endangerment. 


21 
Efrſoones his Page drew to the Caſtle gate, 
And with his iron flale atitletfly, 
Thatall the Warders it did ſore amate, 
The which ere-while ſpake ſo reprochefully, 
And madethem ſtoupe, that hacked earſt ſo hie. 
Yer ſtill he ber, and bounſtvpon the dore, 
And thundred ftrokes thereon ſo hideouſly, 
That all the peece heſhaked from the flore, 
And filled all the houſe with feare and great vp-rore. 


22 
With noiſe whereof, the Lady forth appeared 
Vpon the Caſtle wall; and when ſhe faw 
The dangerous ſtate1n which ſhe ſtood, ſhe feared 
The ſad effeQtof her neere overthrowe ; 
And gan intreat that iron man belowe, 
To ceaſc his out-rage, and him faire beſought, 
Sith neither force of ſtones which they did throwe, 


Nor powre of charmes, which ſhe againſt him wrought, 


Might otherwiſe preuaile, or make him ceaſefor ought. 


2 
But, when as yet ſhee ſaw hin to proceed, 
Vnmoou'd with prayers, or with pittious thought, 
She meant him to corruptwith goodly meed ; 
And caus'd great ſacks, with endlelle riches fraught, 
Vato the battilmentto be vp-brought, 
And powred forth over the Caſtle wall, 
That ſhe might win ſometime (though dearly bought) 
Whal'ſt he to gathering of the gold did fall, 
But he was nothing moou'd, nor tempted there-withall; 
24 
But ſtill continu'd his aſſault the more, 
And layd on load with his huge iron flaile, 
That at thelength he has yreatthe dore, 
And made way forhis maiſter to affaile. 
VVho beeing entred, noughtdid then auaile 
For wight, againſt his powre themlelues to reare: 
Each one did flie; their harts began to fuile, 
And hid themſelues in corners here and there; 


And eke their dame, halfe dead, did hide her (elfe for feare, 


2 

Long they her ſought, yet ks could they find her, 

T hatſurethey ween'd ſhe was eſcap't away: 

But Talzs, that could like a 1m:e-hound wind her, 

Andall things ſecret wifely could bewray, 

Arlength found out, where as ſhee hidden lay 

Vander anheapeof gold. Thence he her drew 

By thefaire locks, and foully did array, 

Withouten pitty of her goodly hew, 


That Arthegall himſclfe her ſeemelefleplight did rew. 
6 


2 

Yet for no pitty would he change the courſe 

Of Tuſtice, which in Talus hand did lye ; 

Who rudely hal'd her forth without remorſe, 

Still holding vp her ſuppliant hands on hie, 

And kneeling athis feet ſubmiſſuely. 

But he her ſuppliant hands, thoſe hands of gold, 

And eke her teet, thoſe feet of fuer try 

(Which ſought vnrighteouſneſſe, and juſtice ſold) 
Chopt off; and nay1d on high, that all might them behold. 


27 

Her ſelfethen tooke he by the ſlender waſte, 

In vaine loude crying, and into the flood 

Ouer the Caſtle wall adowne her caſt, 

And there her drowned in the durty mud: 

But the ſtreame waſht away her guilty blood. 

Thereafter, all that mucky pelfe he tooke, 

The ſpoyle of peoples cuill gotten good, 

The which her fire had ſcrap't by hooke and crooke, 
And burning all to aſhes,pour'd it downethe brooke. 

28 


Andlaſtly, allthat Caſtle quite heraſed, 
Euen from the ſole of his foundation, 
And all the hewen ſtones thereof defaced, 
That there mote beno hope of reparation, 
Nor memory thereof to any nation. 
All which when Ta!#s throughly had performed, 
Sir Arthegall yndid the euillfaſhion, 
And wicked cuſtomes of that Bridgerefourmed. 
Which done, vnto his former journey he retourned. 
b os © Ig 
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2 
In which they meaſur'd mickle weary way, 
Till chat at length nightothe ſea they drew ; 
By which as they did trauell on a day, 
They ſaw before them, far as they could view, 
Full many Poe gathered in acrew ; 
Whoſe great aſſembly they did much admire, 
For, never therethe like reſort they knew. 
So towardsthem they coaſted, to enquire 
Whatthing ſo many nations met, did there deſire. 


fo) 

There they beheld ami hey Giantſtand 

Vponarock, and holding forth on hic 

An huge great paire of ba]launce in his hand, 

With which he boaſtedin his ſurquedry, 

That all theworld he would weigh equally, 

If oughthe had the ſame to counterpoys. 

For want whereof, he weighed vanity, 

And fild his ballaunce full of idle toyes : 
Yetwas admired much offooles, women, and boyes. 


I 
He ſaid, that he would all the earth yp-take, 
And all the ea, diuided each from either : 
Sowould he of the fire one ballaunce make, 
And one of th'ayre, without or wind, or weather : 
Then would he ballaunce heauen and hell together, 
And all thatdid withinthem all containe; 
Ofall whoſe weight, he would not miſle a feather. 
Andlooke whatſurplus did of each remaine, 
He would to his owne part reſtore the ſame againe. 


2 
For why, he ſaid, they all nequall were, 
And hadencroched ypon others ſhare ; 
Like as the ſea (which plaine he ſhewed there) 
Had worne the earth : ſo did thefirethe ayre; 
So all thereſt did others parts empaire. 
And ſo were Realmes and Nations run awry. ' 
All which he vndertookefor to repaire, 
In fort as they were formed aunciently ; 
And all things wouldreduce vnto equality. 


Therefore the vulgar did om himflock, 

And cluſter thick vnto his leafings vaine ; 

Like fooliſh flies about an hony crock, 

In hope by him great benefite to gaine, 

And vncontrolled freedome to obtaine. 

All which, when Arthegall did ſee, and heare, 

How he misled the fimple peoples traine, 

In fdeignfull wiſe he drew vnto him neare, 
And thus vnto him ſpake,withoutregard or fearez 


4 
Thou that preſum'ſtto Leigh the world ancw, 
And all thingsto an cquallto reſtore, 
In ſtead of right, me ſeemes greatwrong dooſt ſhew, 
And far abouethy forces pitch to ſore. 
For, erc thou limit what 1s leſſe or more 
In euery thing, thou oughtelt firſt to knowe, 
What was the poyle of eueryparrt of yore: 
Andlookethen how much it doth over-flowe, 
Or faile thereof, ſo much is more then iuſt to trowe. 


—— 


For, atthe firſt, they all apa were 
In goodly meaſure, by their Makers might; 
And weighed our in ballaunces ſo nere, 
Thatnot adram was miſling of their right. 
The earth was in the middle centre pight, 
In whichitdoth immouecable abide, 
Hemd in with waters, like a wall in fight ; 
And they with ayre, thatnota drop can ſlide : 
All which the heauens containe, & in their courſes guide. 
6 
Such heauenly juſtice doth ng them raine, 
That cuery onedoe knowe their certaine bound, 
In which they doe theſe many yeares remaine 
And mongſt them all no change hath yet beenfound. 
But if thou now ſhould'ft was. them new inpound, 
We arenot ſure they would ſo long remaine : 
All change is penllous, and all chaunce vnſound. 
Therefore leaue oft to weigh them all againe, 
Till we may be afur'd they ſhall their courlerctaine, 


Thou fooliſh Elfe, ſaid there Giantwroth, 
Sceſt not how badly all things preſent bee, 
And cach eſtate quite out of order go'th ? 
. Theſcaitſelfe dooſtthou nortplainely ſee 
Encrochevpon the land there vnder thee; 
And th' it{clfe how dailyit's increaſt, 
By all thatdying toit turned bee? 
Were it not good that wrong were then ſurceaſt, 
And fromthe moſt, that ſome were giueri tothe leaſt ? 
8 


Therefore, I mllthrowe PE il thoſe Mountaines lue, 
And make them leuell with thelowely Plaine: 
Theſe towring rocks, which reach vnto the skie, 

I will thruſt downe into the deepeſt Maine, 
And as they were, them <qualize againe. 
Tyrants that make men ebie totheir law, 
I will ſuppreſle, that they no more may raigne; 
AndLordings curbe, that commons over-aw ; 
And all the wealth of rich men, to the poorewill draw. 


Of things vnſcene how cabo deeme aright, 
Then anſwered the righteous Arthegall, 
Sith thou miſdeem'ſt ſo much of things in ſight? 
What though the ſea with waues continuall 
Doe cate the carth, it is no mgre at all : 
Ne is the earth the lefle, or loſeth ought; 
For, whatſocuer from oneplace dothfall, 
Is with the tide vnto another brought : 

For, theres nothing loſt, that may be found, if ſought. 

40 

Likewiſe, the earth is not augmented more, 
By all thatdying into it doe fade. 
For, of the earth they formed were of yore; 
How-cuer gay their bloſſome ar their blade 
Doe flouriſh now, they into duſt ſhall vade. 
Whatwrong then is it, if that when they die, 
They turne to that whereof they firſt were made 2} 
Allinthe powre of their great Maker lie: 

All creatures muſt obey the voyce of the moſt Hie, 


They 
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41 
They liue, they die, like as he doth ordaine, 
Ne euer any asketh reaſon why. 
The hils doe notthe lowely dales diſdaine ; 
Thedules doe not the lofty hils envy. 
He mak<eth Kings to fitinſ{ouerainty ; 
* He maketh ſubieCts to their powre obay; 
He pulleth downe, hefetteth vp on hie 3 
He giues to this, from that he takes away 3 
For, all wee haue is his : what he liſt doe, he may. 
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What-euer thing is done,by him is donne, 

Ne any may his mighty will with-ſtand; 

Neany may his toucraine power ſhonne, * 

Ne loote thathe hath bound with ſtedfaſt band. 

In vaine therefore dooſt thou now take in hand, 

To call to count, or weigh his workes anew, 

Whole counſels depth thoucanſt not vnderſtand, 

Sith of things ſubicE to thy daily view 


Thou dooſt not knowe the cauſes,nor their courſes dew. 


| 0 RE 
For, take thy ballaunce (if thou beſo wiſe) 
And weighthe wind that vnder heauen doth blowe 
Or wcigh the light, thatin the Eaſt doth riſe; 


Or wcigl the thought, that fr6 mans mind doth flowe : 


Bur, if the weight of theſe thoucanſt not ſhowe; | 
Weigh bur one word which from thy lips doth fall. 
For, how canſt thou thoſegreater ſecrets knowe, 
That dooft not knowe the leaſt thing of them all ? 
Ill can he rule the great, that cannotreachtheſmall, 
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There-with the Giant much abaſhcedſaid, 

That he of little things made reckoning light; 

Yet the leaſt word thar euer could belayd 

Within his ballaunae, he could wergharight. 

Which 1s, ſaid he, more heavy then in weight, 

Theright or wrong, the falle ot elſe thetrew ? 

He anſwered, that be would try it ſtraight. 

So be the words into his ballaunce threw: 
But ſtraight the winged words out of lus ballaunce flew. 


4 
Wroth wext he then, and ſai Hi that words were light, 
Ne would within his ballaunce well abide. 
But he could iuſtly weigh the wtong orright. 
Well then, ſaid Arthegal,, let it be ttide. 
Firſt in one ballaunce ſer the true aſide. 
He did ſo firſt; and then thefulſe he laid 
In th'other ſcale ; but ſtill it downe did ſlide, 
And by no meane could in the weight be ſtaid. 
For, by no meanes the falſe will with the truth be way'd- 
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Now take the rightlikewiſe, ſaid Arthegale, | 
And counterpeiſe the ſame with ſo much wrong, 
So firſt the right hepur into oneſcale; 
And then the Giant ſtroue with puiſſance ſtrong 
To fill rhe other ſcale with fo much wrong. 
Butall the wrongs that he therein could lay, 
Might not itpeite ; yet did he labour long, 
And ſwat; and chauft, and proued euery way : 
Yetall thewrongs could nota little right downelay. 


| 47 | 
VVhich when he ſaw, hegreatly grew in rage; 

And almoft would his ballaunces haue broken : 
But Arthegall him fairely gan allwage, | 
And faid; Be not vpon thy ballaunce wroken : 
For, they doe nought butright or wrong betoken; 
But inthe mind the doomeofright muſt bee; 
Ando likewiſe of words, the which be ſpoken, 
The care muſt be the ballance, to decree 


 Andiudge, whether with truth or falſhood they agree. 
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Bur ſet the truth and ſet the nghe alide 
(For,they with wrong ot falshood will notfare) 
And put two wrongs together to be ride, 
Orellſe two falſes, of = equal] ſhare; 
And then together docthem both compare 
For, truth is one, andrightis cucr onc. 
So did he, and then plaine it did appeare, 
Whether of them the greater were attone.. . 

But right fate in the middeftof the beame alone; 


But hee theright from henraaad thruſt away, 
For, it was nottheright, which he did ore 5 
But rather ſtroue extremities to wey, - 
Th'one to diminiſh, th'otherfor to ecke: 
For, of the meane he greatly did miſleeke. | 
Whom whenſo lewdlyr minded Talus found, 
Approching nigh vnto him cheeke by cheeke, - 
He ſhouldered him from off the higher Fewy 


And downe the rock him throwing, in the ſea him dround, 


_ - 
Like as a ſhip, whom cipcaget driues 
Vpon a rock with horrible diſmay, 
Her ſhatteredribs in thouſand peeces riues, 
And ipoy _— hergeares and goodly ray, 
Does make her ſeclfe misfortunes pittious pray : 
So downe thecliffe the wretched Giant tumbled; 
His battred ballaunces in petces lay, 
His timbered bones all broken vey 4 rumbled : 
So was the high aſpyring with huge ruine humbled. 
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That when the people, which had there-abour 

Long waitcd,ſaw his ſuddaine deſolation, 

They gan to gather in tumultuous rout, 

And mutining, to ſtirrevp ciwllfaCtion, 

For certaine loſle of ſo greatexpeQarion. 

For, well they hoped to hane got great good, 

And wondrous riches by his innouation. 

Thereforereſoluing toreuenge his blood, _ 
They roſc in armes, and all in battel|-order ſtood. 


2 

Which lawlefle multitude him commingto 

In war-like wiſe, when Artherall did view, 

He much was troubled, ne wilt whatto do. 

For, loth he was his noble hands t'embrew 

In the baſe blood of ſuch a raſcall crew : 

And otherwiſe, if that heſhould retire, 

Hefear'd leaſt they with ſhame would him purſcy, 

 Thereforc he Talysto them ſenr, rinquire 

The cauſe of their array, and truce for to deſire. 
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But ſoone as they him nigh approching ſpide, As when Faulcon hath with nimble flighr 
They gan with alltheir weapons him aflay, Flowneat a fluſh of Ducks, forcby the brooke, 
Andrudely ſtrooke at hima on euery fide : The trembling foule difmaid with dreadfull fight 
Yet noughtthey could him hurt, ne ought diſmay. Oc death, the which them almoſt over-tooke, 
But when atthem he with bis flaile gan lay, Doe hide themſelnes from her aſtonying looke, 
Helike a ſ{warme of flies them overthrew ; Amongſt the flags and couertround abour. - 
Ne any of them durſt come in his way, When Talus ſaw they all the field forſooke, 
Bur hecre and there before his preſence flew, __Andnoneappear'd of all that raſcallrout, 
And hid themſelues in holes and buſhes from us view : To Arthegall he turn'd, and went with him throughout. 
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. Canto III. 
The ſpouſals of faire Florimell, 
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Frerlong ſtormes ahdrempeſts over-plowne, When all men had with Fall ricty 

Theſun at length _as10yous face doth cleare: * OFfmeares and drinkstheir appetites ſuffiz'd, 

? Sa when as fortune all her ſpight, hath ſhawne, To deedes of armes and proofe of cheualrie 

P Some blisfullhourcs at laſt muſt needs appearez They gan themſelues addrefle, fyll richaguiz'd, 


E.ltcthould a{flited wights ofc-rimes delpeire. As each one had his furnitures deuiz'd. 
So comes.t,cow.to Florimel{by tourne,. | And firſt of alliflu'd Sir Marinell, | 
After long ſorrowes ſuffered whyleare, *- 2 And with him fixe knights more, which enterpriz'd | 
In which captiu'd ſhee many moneths did mourne, - To chalengeallin rioht of Florimell, 
To taſte of ioy, and to wont pleaſures to retournc. | And to maintaine, that ſhee all others did excell, 
"i 
V Vho, beeing freed from Proteus cruell band The firſt of them was wake Sir Orimont, 
By Mavinell, was vnto him affide, | A noble knight, and triden hard aflaies : 
And by him brought againeto Faerieland; The ſecond had to name Sir Belliſont , 
Where he her{pous'd,and made his ioyous bride, But ſecond ynto none in prowefle praiſe; 
Thetime and place was blazed farre and wide ; The third was Brunel, famous in his dayes; 
And ſolemne feaſts and giuſts ordain'd therefore. Thefourth Ecaſtor, ofexceeding might; 
To whichthere did reſort from cuery ſide The fift Armeddan, sKild in louely layes; 
Of Lords and Ladies infinite great ſtore; The ſixt was Lanſacke, aredoubted Knight : 
Ne any Knight was abſent thatbraue courage bore. Allixe wellſeene in A and prov'd in many a fight. 
To tell the glory of the feat that day, -  Andthemagainſt cameall thatliſtto giuſt, 
The goodly leruice, the deuiſeful] ſights, From cuery coaſt, and country ynderſunne: 
The Bridegroomes ſtate, the Brides moſt rich aray, | None was debard, but all had leaue thatluſt. 
The pride of Ladies, and the worth of Knights, Thetrumpets ſound; then all together runne. 
Theroyall banquets, and the rare delights, Full many deedes of armes that day were donne, 
Were worke fittor an Herauld, not for me : ; And many knights vnhorſt, and many wouuded, 
But for ſo much as to my lot hete lights, As fortune fell; yet little Joſt or wonne: 
Thatwith this preſent treatiſe doth agree, But all that day the greateſtpraiſe redounded 
True yertue to aduaunce; ſhall hererecounted bee. , To Marinell, whole name the Heralds loud reſounded. 
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Which when he had WE Vin then backe againe 
To Braggadocchio did his ſhield reſtore: |, 
VVho allthis while behind him did remaine, 
Keeping there cloſe with him in pretious ſtore : 
Thar hisfalle Ladie, as ye heard afore. 
Then did the trumpets ſound, and Iudgesroſe, 
And all theſe knights, which that day armour bore, 
Came to the open hall, to liſten whoſe 

The honour of the prize ſhould be adiudg'd by thoſe. 


7 

The ſecond day, ſo ſoone as morrow light 
Appear'd in 4-244 into the field they came, 
And there all day continew'd cruell fight, 
With diuerſe fortune fitfor ſuch a game, 
In which all ſtroue with perillto win fame. 
Yet whether ide was Vidtor,n'ote be gheſt : 
Bur at thelaſt, the trumpets did proclame 
That Marinell that day deſerued beſt. 

So they diſpazted. were, and all men went to reſt. 


I 
And thither alſo camein ad fight 
Faire Florimell, into the common hall, 
To greet his guerdon ynto cuery knight, 
And beſt to him, to whom the beſt ſhould fall. 
Then for that ſtranger knight they loud did call, 
To whom thatday they ſhould the giriond yield ; 


The third day came, that ſhould due triall lend 
Of all the reſt, and then this war-hke crew 
T oge<ther met, of allto make an cnd. 
Thcre Marinell great deeds of armes did ſhew ; 
And through the thickeſt hke a Lyon flew, 
Raſhing ofthelmes, and riuing plates aſunder, 
Thateuery one his danger did eſchew. V Vho came not forth : but for Sir Arthegall 
So terribly his dreadfull ſtrokes did thonder, Came Brag radocchio, and did ſhew his ſhield, 

That all men ſtood amaz'd, nd at his might did wonder. Which bore the Sunne,broad blazed in agoldenfield. 


IF 
The fight whereof did all with gladneſſefil] : 


> $ 
Burt what on earth can alwaies happy ſtand? 
So vnto him they did addeeme the priſe 


The preater prowelle greater perils find. 


So farre hepaſt amongſt his enemies band, 
That they ($4 him eacloſed ſo behind, 

As by no meanes he can himſelfe out-wind. 

And now perforce they haue him priſoner taken ; 


Of all that Triumph. Then the trumpets ſhrill 
Don Brag gadocchios name relounded thriſe : 
So courage lent acloaketo cowardile. 
Andthen to him came faireſt Florimell, 


And goodly ganto greet his braue empriſe, 


And now they doe with captiue bands him bind ; g 


And now they lead him thence, of all forſaken, And thouſand thanks him yield, that had ſo well 
Valefle ſome ſuccour had in time him overtaken. Approu'd that day, thatſheall others did excell. 
19 - 16 
It fortun'd, whil'ſt they werethus ill beſet, To whom the boafter, that all knights did blot, 
Sir Arthegall into.the Tilt-yard came, With proud difdaine did ſcornefull aunſwere make ; 1:38 
With Bragradocchio, whonthe lately met That what he did that day, he did 1tnor | IM 
Vpon the way, with that his ſnowy Dame. For her, but for his owne deare Ladies fake, i 4 
Where, when he vaderſtood by commonfame, V Vhom on his perill he did vndertake, ut 
What euill hap to Marinell betid, Both her, and cke all others to excel]: 
Hee much was mou'd at{o vnworthy ſhame, And further did vncomly ſpeeches crake. 
And ſtraightthat boaſterprayd, with whom herid, Much did his words the gentle Lady quell, 
To change bis ſhield with him, to be the better hid. And turn'd aſide for ſhame to hEare what he did tell. 


II 

So forth he went, and ſoone them over-hent, 
V Vhere they were leading Marinell away, 
Whom he afſaild with dreadlefle hardiment, 
And forc't the burden of theirprizeto ſtay. 
They were an hundred knights of that array ; 
Of which th'one halfe vpon himlſelfe did (et, 
Th'other ſtayd bchind to gard the pray. 
But he ere long the former fiftie ber ; 

And fromth'otherfiftie, ſoone thepriſonerfet. 

I2. 

So backe he brought Sir Marinellagaine; 
Whomhauing quickly arm'd againe anew, 
They both together i0yned mightand maine, 
Toletafreſhon all the other crew. 

Whom with ſore hauock ſoone they overthrew, 
And chaced quite out of the field, thatnone 
Againſt them durſt his head to perill ſhew. 
' So were they left Lords of the ld alone: 
So Marinell by him was reſcu'd from his fone. 


I7 
Then forth he brought his ſnowy Florimele, 
Whom Trompart had in keeping there beſide, 
Couered from peoples gazement with a veile. 
Whom when diſcouered they had throughly eyde; 
With great amazementthey were ſtupefide; 
And ſaid, that ſurely Florimell it was, 
Or,if it werenot Florimell lo tride, 
That Florimell her ſelfe ſhe then did paſs. 
So feeble skill of perfe&t things the yulgar has. 
I8 


Which when as Marinell beheld likewiſe, 
He was there-with exceedingly dilmaid ; 
Ne wiſthe whatto thinke, or to deuile : 
Bur like as one, whom fiends had made affraid, 
He long aſtoniſht ſtood: ne ought he ſaid, \ 
Ne ought he did, butwithfaſt fixed eyes I'S 
He gazed ſtill vpon that ſnowy maid : 1! 134 
Whom euer as he did the more avize, 
The moreto be true Florimell he did ſurnuze. ' #4 
Y 4. As \ i41 
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As whentwo funnes appeare in th'azure sky, 
Mounted in Phebms charetfierie bright; 
Both darting forth Faire beames to each mans eye, 
And both adorn'd with lamps of flaming light, 
Alli thatbchold fo ſtrangeprodigious fight, 
Not knowing Natures worke, nor whatto weene, 
Areraptwith wonder, and with rare affright : 
So ſtoode Sir Marinell, when he had ſecne 
The ſemblant of this fulle by his faire beauties Queene. 


20 

All which, when Arthegall (who allthis while 

Stoodein the preaſe cloſe coucr'd) well adviewed, 

And ſaw that boaſters pride and gracelefle guile, 

He could no longer beare, but forth iflewed, 

And ynto all himſelfe there open ſhewed : 

And tothe boaſter ſaid; Thou loſell baſe, 

That haſt with borrowed plumes thy ſelfe endewed, 

And others worth with leafings dooſt deface, 
VVhen they arc all reſtor'd, thou ſhaltreſt in diſpracc. 


21 

That ſhield which thou dooſt beare, was it indeed 

Which this dayes honour ſau'd to Marinek ; 

But not that arme, nor thou the man I reed, 

Which didft that ſeruice vnto Florimell. 

For proofc, ſhew forth thy word, and ler it tell, 

What ſtroakes, what dreadfull ſtoure it ſtird this day : 

Or ſhew the wounds, which vnto thee befell; 
| Orſhew the ſweat, with which thou diddeſt fivay 
So ſharp a barrel], thatſo many diddilmay. 

2 


2 
But this theſword, which wrought thoſe cruell ſtounds, 
And this the arme, the which that ſhield did beare, 
And thele the fignes (ſo ſhewed forth his wounds) 
By which thatglory gotten doth appeare. 
As for this Lady which he ſheweth here, 
Is not (I wager) Florimell at all ; 
But ſome fayre Franion, fitfor ſuch afere, 
Thatby misfortune in his hand didfall. 
For proofe whereof, he bade them, Flerime! forth call. 


2 
So forth the nobleLady aleyirenghe, 
Adorn'd with honour and all comely grace: 
Whereto her baſhfull ſhamefaſtneſle ywrought 
A great increaſein her faire bluſhing Lie ; 
As Roſes did with Lillies 1nterlace. 
For, of thoſe words;the which that boaſter threw, 
She inly yet concemued great diſgrace. 
Whom when asall the people ſuch did view, 
They ſhoutedloud, and fignes of gladnefle all did ſhew. 


24 

Then did heſet her by thatſnowy one, 
Like the true Saint beſide the Image ſet; 
Of both their beautiesto make paragone, 
Andtriall, whether ſhould the honour ger. 
Straight way ſo ſoone as both together mer, 
Th'enchaunted Damzellyaniſhtinto nought: 
Her ſnowy ſubſtance melted as with heat, 
Ne of that goodly hew remained ought, 


Oo 


But th'empry girdle, which about her waſte was wrought. 


— 


25 
As when the daughter of Thaumantes faire, 
Hath in a watry clowd diſplayed wide 
Her goodly boaw, which paints the liquid ayre, 
That all men wonder at her colours pride; 
All ſuddenly,cre one canlooke afide, 
The glorious pictureyaniſherh away, 
Neany token doth thereof abide : 
So did this Ladies goodly forme decay, 
Andinto nothing goe, ere one could it bewray. 
6 


2 
Which when as all, that preſent were, beheld, 
They ſtriken were with greataſtoniſhment 3 
And their faint harts with. ſenſelefleborrour queld, 
To ſee the thing thatſcem'd ſo excellent, | 
So ſtolen from their fanctes wonderment ; 
Thatwhar of it became, noneynderſtocd. 
And Bra2gadocchioſelfewith dreriment 
So daunted was in his deſpayring mood, 
That like alifelefle corle imimoueable he ſto04d. 


7 27 
But Arthegall that golden beltyp-tooke, 
The which of all her ſpoylewas onelylefc; 
Which was not hers, as many it miſtooke, 
Bur Florimells owne girdle, from her reft, 
While ſhe was flying, like a weary weft, 
Fromthat foule monſter, which did her compel! 
To perils great; which he vobuckling ett, 
Preſented to the foreſt Florimell : 
Who round about her tender waſte it fitted well. 
28 
Full many Ladies often had aflayd, 
About their middles that faire belt to knit; 
And many a one ſuppos'd to be a mayd: 
Yet it to none of all their loynes would fit, 
Till Florimeltabout herfaſtned it. 
Such power it had, thatto no womans waſte 
By any skill or labour it would fir, 
Valeſſe that ſhee were continentand chaſte, 
But it would looſe or breake, that many had diſgrac't. 


þ s 
Whil'ſt thus they bufied Wt. bout Florimell, 
And boa Braggadecchioto defame, 
Sir Guyon(as by fortune then befell) 
Forth from thethickeſtpreace of people came, 
His owne good ſteed, which he had ſtolne, toclame; 
And th'one hand ſeizing on his golden bit, 
With th'other drew his {word : tor, with the ſame 
He meant the thiefe there deadly to haue ſmit: 
And had he not been held, he nought had faild of it. 


© 

Thereof great hurly burly owe was 

Throughout the hall, for that ſame war-like horſe. 

For, Braggadocchio would not let him paſs; 

And Guyonwould him algates haue perforce, 

Or it approue vpon his earion corlſe. 

Which troublous ſtirrewhen Arthegall percciued, 

He nigh them drew, to ſtay th'avengers force; 

And gan inquire, how was that yew \qhrne'y 
Whether by might extort, orelle by flight deccaucd. c 

Who 
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Who, all that pittious ſtory, which befell 
About that wofull couple, which were ſlaine, 
And their young bloudy babe to him gan tel}; 
With whom whules he didin the wood remaine, 
His horſe purloyned was by ſubtill rraine : 
For which he chalenged the thiefe to fight. 
But he for nought could him there-to conſtraine : 
For, as the death he hated ſuch deſpight, 
And rather hadto loſe, then try in armcs hisright. 


2 

Which, Arthegallwell "+ , though no more 

By law of aries there _— ones right to try, 

As was the wontof war-like Knights of yore, 

Therſthathis foe ſhould him the field deny : 

Yetfurther rightby tokens to deſcry, 

He askt, what priuie tokens he did bearc. 

If that, ſaid Guyon, may youſatisfie, 

Within his mouth a black ſpot doth appeare, 
Shap't like a horſes ſhoe, who liſt to ſecke 1t there. 


Whereof to make due TY 2M didtake 
The horſe in hand, within his mouth to looke : 
But with his heeles ſo ſorely he him ſtrake, 
That all his ribs he quite in pecces broke, 
That neuer wordfrom that day forth he ſpoke. 
Another that would ſeeme to haue more wit, 
Him by the bright embrodered head-ſtall rooke : 
But by the ſhoulder him ſo ſore he bir, 

That he him maimed quite, and all his ſhoulder ſplit. 


4 
Ne hehis mouth would b.4. ynto wight, 

Vntill that G#yor ſelfe vnto him fake, 

And called Brigadore (ſo was he hight) : 

Whoſe voyce1o ſooneas he did vndertake, 

Efr-ſoones he ſtood as ſtill as any ſtake, 

And ſuffred all his ſecret marketo ſee: 

And when-as he him nam'd, for joy he brake 

His bands, and follow'd him with gladfull glee, 
And friskt, and flong aloft, and louted lowe on knee. 


Thereby Sir Arthegall did Wo areed, 
That vnto him the horſe belongd, and fd; 
Lo, there Sir Guyon, take to you the ſteed, 
As he with golden ſaddles arraid : 
Andletthatloſcll, plainly now diſplaid, 
Hence fare on foote, till he an horſe haue gained. 
But the proud boaſter gan his doome vpbraid, 
And him reuil'd, and rated, and difdained, 

That iudgement fo vniuſt againſt him had ordained, 


6 

Much was the Knight TIN. with lis lewd word, 

To haue reuenged that his villeny; 

And thrice did ay his hand vpon his {word; 

To have him lane, or dearly doen aby. 

But Guyon did his choler pactfie, 

Saying, Sir Knight, it would diſhonour bee 

To you, that are our iudge of equity, 

To wreakeyour wrath on ſuch a Carle as hee : 
It's puniſhment enough, that all his ſhame doe ſee. 


: 37 
So did he mitigate Sir Artbegall; 
But Talss by the backe the boaſterhent, 
And drawing him out of the open hall, 
Vpon him did inflitthispumſhment. 
Firſt, he his beard did ſhaue, and foully ſhent: 
Then from himrefthis ſhield, anditr'enverſt, 
And blotted out his armes with falshood blent, 
And himſelfe baftuld, and his armes vnherſt, 
And broke his ſword in twaine, and all his armour ſperſt, 
8 
The whiles,his guilefull FE. was fled away : 
But vaine it was to thinke from him to flie. 
Who over-taking him, did diſarray, 
Andall his facedeform'd with infamy, 
And out of Court him ſcourged openly. 
So ought all faytours, that true knighthood ſhame, 
And armes dishonour with baſe villanie, 
From all braue knights be baniſht with defame : 
For, oft their lewdnes blotteth good deſerts with blame. 


Now, when theſe TR". were thus vncaſed 
Out of the fore-fide of their forgery, | 
And in the fight of all men cleane diſgraced, 

All gan to icſt and gibefull merily 
At the remembrance of their knauery. 
Ladies can laugh atLadies, Knights ar Knights, 
To thinke with how great vaunt of braue 
He them abuſed, through his ſubtill flights, 
And what a glorious yn made in all their ſights, 


40 
There leaue wethem in pleaſure and repaſt, 
Spending their ioyous dayes and gladfull nights, 
And taking vſury of time fore-paſt, 
With all deare delices and rare delights, 
Fit for ſuch Ladies and ſuch louely Laights : 
And turne we heereto this faire furrowes en& 
Our weary yokes, to gatherfreſher ſprights, 
That when as time to Arthegall ſhall tend, 
We on his firſt adventure may him forward fend. 
Cant? 
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CArthegall dealeth right betwixt 
 twobrethren that doe ſtrine : 
EDA Saues Terpine from the pallow tree, 

, = = and doth from death reprine. 
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I 5 
Ho-ſo vpon himſelfe will take the skill And there before them ſtood a Coffer ſtrong, 
True luſticevnto people to diuide, Faſt bound on cuery fide with iron bands, 
Had need haue mighty hands, forto fulfill But ſceming to haue ſuffred mickle wrong, 
That,which hedoth with righteous doome de- Either by beeing wrecktypon theſands, 
Andfor to maiſter wrong and puiſlant pride. (cide, Or becing carried farrefrom forraine lands. | 
For, vaine it is to deeme of things aright, Seem'd thatfor it theſe Squires at ods did fall, 
And makes wrong-dooers 1uſtice to deride, And bent againſtthemſclues their cruel! hands. 
Vnlefſe it be perform'd with dreadlefle might. But euermorethoſe Damzels did foreſtall | 
For, powre is the right hand of Tuſtice truly hight. Their furious encounter, and their fierceneſle pall. 
2 | 6 
Therefore wbylome to knights of great empriſe, But firmely fixtthey were, withdint of ſword, 
The charge of Iuſtice giuen was :n truſt, And battailes doubrfull proofetheir rights to try, 
T hat they might execute her iudgements wiſe, Ne other end their fury would afford, 
And with their night beate downe licentious luſt, But what to them Fortune would iuſtifie. f 
Which proudly did impugne her ſentence 1uſt. So ſtood they both in rcadinefſe there-by, 
Whereof no braucrprecedent this day To ioyne the combarewith cruel! intent; 
Remaines on earth, preſeru'd from iron ruſt When Arthegall, arriuing happily, 
Of rude obliuion,and long times decay, Did ſtay awhile their greedy bickerment, | 
Then this of Arthegall, which heerewe haueto lay. Till he had queſtioned the cauſe of their diflent. ; 
Fi , 
Who, hauing lately left d4loudy paire, Towhom the elder did this aunſwere frame ; 
Enlinked faſt in wedlocks loyall bond, Then weet ye Sir, that we two brethren be, 
Bold M arinell with Florimell the faire, To whom our fire, Mileſeo by name, 
With whom great feaſt and goodly glee hefond, Did equally bequeath his lands in fee, 
Departed from the Caſtle of the Strozd, Two Iſlands, which ye there before you ſee 
To followe his adventures firſt intent, Not tfarre in ſea; of which the one appearcs 
Which long agoc he taken had in hond : But like a little Mount of ſmall degree; 
Ne wight with him for bis aſſiſtance went, | Yet was as great and wide ere many yeares, 
But that great iron groome, his gard and gouermment. As that ſame other Iſle, that greater bredth now bearcs. 
4 
With whom,as he did paſle by theſea ſhore, But tract of time, that all things doth decay, 
Hechaune't to come, where-as two comely Squires, And this deuouring Sea that nought doth ſpare, 
Both brethren, whom one wombe together bore, The moſt part of my Land hath waſht away, 
Bur ſtirred vp with different dgfires, And throwne it vp vnto my brothers ſhare: 
Together ſtroue, and kindled wrathfull fires : So his encreaſed, but mine did empaire. 
Ani them beſide,two ſecmely Damzels ſtood, Before which time I lov'd, as was my lot, 
By all meanesſeeking to _ their res, | Tha: further maid, hight Philtera he faire, 
Now with fair words;but words did litle good: (mood. With whom a goodly dowreI ſhould haue got, 


Now with ſharp threats ; but threats the more increaſt their And ſhould haue ioyned been to her in wedlocks knot. 
| Then 
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Then did my younger hater Amidas, 
Louec thatſame other Damzell.. Zucy bright, 
Towhom but hile dowreallotted was : 
Her vertue was the dowre, thardid.deh1ght. 
Whartbetter dowre carto a Dame be hight? 
But now when Philtra {aw my lands decay, 
And former liuelod falle, ſhe left mequight, 


And to my brother did cllope ſtraight way : 


Wha taking her from me, his owneLoue left aſtray. »: - 


10 
Shee, fecing then her ſclfe for{aken(ſo, 
Trough dolorous defpaire, which ſhe conceiued, 
Into the Sea her {elfe did headlong throwe, 
Thinking to haue hergriefe by death bereaued. 
But ſee how much her purpole was deceavued. 
Whil'it thus, amidit the billowes beating of her, 
Twizt life and death,long toand ixo ſhe weaued, 
Shechaunc't vnyares to hghtyponthis cofter, 
\aich to her inthat danger hope of life did offer. 
I 
The wretched mand, that earſt deſir'd to die, 
When as the paine of death ſhe taſted had, 
And bur halfe ſcene his vgly vilnomie, 
G4nto repent that ſhec had been ſo mad, 
For any death to chavge life though moſt bad : 
And catching hold of this Sea-beaten cheſt, 
The lucky Pylot of her paſlzge fad, | 
After long toflivg in theleas diſtreft, 
Her weary Barke at laſt ypon mine Iſle did reſt: 
£2: 
Where I by chaunce then wandring on the ſhore, 
Did her cfpy, and through my good endeuour, 


From dreagcfull mouth of death, which rthreatned ſore 


L 


Her to haue fwallow'd vp, did help to ſaue her. 

She thcn in recompence of that great fauour, 
Which I on her beſtowed, bettowed on me 

The portion of that good which Fortune gaue her, 
Togcther with her{clfe in dowry tree : 


Both goodly portions ; but of both,the better ſhee. 


I | 

Yetin this coffer, which ſhe ? ok her brought, 
Great threaſure {ithence we did find contained ; 
Which as our owne we tooke, and fo itthought. 
But this {ame other Damzell ſince hath fained, 
That to herlelfe that threaſure appertained ; 
And that ſheedid trapſportthe {ame by lea, 
To bring it to her husband new ordained, 
But ſuffred cruel] ſhipwrack by the way. 

But whether it beſo or no, I cannot ſay. 

I 

But whether itindeed be lo . no, 

This doel lay, that what {o good or ill 


i Or GodorFPortune vnto me did throwe 


(Nor wrovging any other by my will) 
I hol4 mine owne, and ſo will hold it ſtill; 
Andq though my land he firſt did winne away, 
And then my Loue (though nowit lutleskill) 
Yet my good lucke he ſhall not likewiſepray ; 
Bur I will it defend, whil't cucrthat I may. 


I 

So hauing ſaid, the rei enſew ; 

Full true itis,what-ſo about our land 

My brother here declared hathto you : 

Burt not for it this ods twixt vs doth ſtand, - | 

But tor thas'threaſure throwne vpon his ſtrand; 

Which well I proue, as ſhall appeare by triall, 

To be this Maides, with whom Ifaſtned hand, 

Knowne by good markes, and perfect good eſpiall : 
Therefore it ought berendred her without deniall. F 

16: 2 

When they thus ended had, the'Knight began ; 

Certes, your itrife were ealie to accord, 

Would ye remitit & ſome righteous man, 

Vnto your ſelfe, ſaid they, we giue our word, 

To bide whatiudgementye ſhall vs afford. 

Then for affurance romy:doome to ſtand, 

Vander my footeletcach lay downe his {word,- 

And then you ſhall myfentence vnderftand; - » 
So each.of ttiem layd.downe his ſword our of hishand. - 

17: : 

Then Arthegall ,thusto the younvger fiud; 

Now tell me Amidas, if that emay;: COLL FH 19 

Your brothers land ch& whichzhe fea hath layd- * 

Vnto yourpart, and plucktfrom-his away, -- 

By what good right doe'you with-hold this day'®7< - 

Whanather right, quoth he; ſhould 'you eſtceitiey/ b! Q 


Bur that rhefca itromy ſhare did lay 2+ + 101 you 
Yourrightis goud, ſud he, and{oldeeme, |. 
That wbatFhe {ca vato you ſent, your owneſhould ſeeme. - 


18 
Then turning to the elder, thus he ſaid; 
Now B+acidas, letthis likewiſe beſhowngy' + -/-- 
Youtbrgthers threaſure; which from him is ftratd, 
Becing the dawry of his wife well knowne, 
By what rightdoe you claime to be your owne? 
W hat other right, quoth he; ſhould you eſteeme, 
But thatthe ſea hatht vnto methrowne ? 
Your rightis good, faid he, and fo I deeme, 
That what the ſea vnto youſent, your owne ſhould ſeetne. 


19- 
For, cquall rightin equal] Fo doth ſtand ; 
For, what the mighty Sea hath once polleſt, 
And plucked quitefromall pofſeflors hand, 
Whether, by rage of waues, that neuer reſt, 
Or elfeby wrack, that wretches hath diſtreſt, 
He may diſpoſe by his imperiallmight, 
As thing atrandon left, to whomhe liſt. 
So Amidas, the land was yours firſt hight, 
And {6 the threaſure yours 1s Bracidas by right. 
20 
When he his ſentence thus pronounced had, 
Both Amidas and Philtra were diſpleaſed : 
But Bracidas and Lucy were right glad, 
And on the threaſure by that judgement ſeazed. 
Sowas their diſcord by this doomeappealed, 
And each one had his right. Then Arthegall 
When as their ſharpe contention he had ceaſed, 
Departed on his way, as did befall, 
Tofollow his old queſt, rhe which him forth did call. 
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21 

So,as hetrauclled vponthe way, 

He chauac'tto come, wherehappily he ſpide 

A rour of many peoplefarre away ; 

To whom his courlc he haſtily applide, 

To weetthe caule of their aflemblance wide. 

To whom when he apprached neere in fight 

(An vncourh fight) be plainly then deſcride 

To be a troupe of women, war-like dight, 
With weapons 1n their hands, as ready for to fight. 


22 
Andin the miditof them heſaw aKnight, 
With both his hands behind him pinnoed hard, 
Androundabout his neckean halcertight, 
As ready forthe gallow tree prepar'd: 
His face was coucr'd, and bis head was bar'd, 
That who he was, vneath was to deſcry; 
| And witbfull heauy hartwith them he far'd, 
Griev'd to the ſoule, and groning inwardly, 
Thathe of womens hands ſo bale a death ſhould dy. 


23.; 
But they hke tyrants, merealels- the mor (of) 
Reioyced 3t his miſerable caſe, 
And him reviled, and reproched fore | 
With bitter taunts,and tearmes of vile diſgrace. 
Now:when as Artbegall,arriu'din place, 
Di&agke, what-cauſe brought that man to decay, 
They round about him gan to ſwarme apace, '' ' 
Meaning on lim their cruell hands to lay, 2: 
And to hauce wrought vowares ſome villanousalfay. © 


| 24 
But he was ſoone aware of their ill mind, © itt 
And drawing backe, deceiued their intent;  '* 
Yet though him ſelfe did ſhame on woman-kind-- 
His mighty hand to ſhend, he Tals ſent 
To wreck on them their follies hardimene:”'- 5. 
Who with few ſowces of his yron flule, 
Diſperſed all their troupe incontinent; 
And {cnt them home to tell a pattious tale | 
Of their vaine prowelle, turnedto their proper bale. 
25 : 
But that ſame wretched man; ordaynd to die, | 
They leftbehind them, gladro be ſo quit: - 
Him Tal#s tooke out of perplexitic, 
And horrour of foule death for Knight vnfir, 
Who more then lofle of lifeydreaded it; 
And him ——_— vnto liuing light, 
So brought vnto his Lord, where he did fit, 
Beholding all that womaniſh weake fight ; 


Whom ſoone as he beheld, he knew, andthus behight : 


26 

Sir Terpine, hapleſſe man, what make you here ? 
Orhaue you loſt yourſelfe, and your diſcretion, 
Thateuer in this wretched caſe yewcre? 
Or hauc ye yielded youto proude oppreſſion 
Ofwomens powre, that boaſt of mens ſubieCtion ? 
Orelſe, what other deadly diſmall day 
Is falne on you, by heauens hard direCtion, 
Thatye were runne ſo fondly far aſtray, 

As forto lead your ſelfe vnto your owne decay? 


27 
Much was the man confounded in his mind, 


Partly with ſhame, and partly with diſmay, 

Thatall aſtoniſht hee hamſelfe did find, 

And little had for his excuſe to ſay, 

But onely thus; Moſt hapleſle well yemay 

Me iuſftly tearme, tharro this ſhame am broughr, 

And madethe ſcorne of Knighthood this ſame day. 

But who can ſcape, what his owne fate hath wrought ? 
The worke of heauens will ſurpaſleth humanethoughs. 


2 
Right true: but faulty men vſc oftentimes 
To attribute their folly vato fate, 
And lay on heauen the guilt of their owne crimes. 
Bur tell, Sir Terpine, ne let you amate 
Your miſery, how fell ye in this ſtate. | 
Then ith yee needs, quoth he, will know my ſhame, 
And all theill which chaunc'tto me of late, 
I ſhortly will toyourchearſe theſame, 
In hope ye will not turne musfortune to my blame. 
2 
Beeing defirous (as all Knights arc wont) 
Through hard adventures deedes of armes to try, 
And after fame and honour for to hunt, 
I heard report that farre abroad did flic, 
Thataproud Amazon did ate defie 
Allthe braue Knights thathold of Maidenhead, 
And ynto them wrought all the villany 
That ſhe could forge 1n her malicious head, 
Which ſome hath put ro ſhame, and many donebe dead. 


O 
The cauſe, they ſay, of this her cruell hate, 

Is for the ſake of Bellodant the bold, 
To whom ſhe bore moſt feruent loue of late, 
And wooed him by all the waies ſhe could : 
But when ſhe ſawe at laſt, that hene would 
For oughtor nought be wonne vnto her will, 
She turn'd her loueto hatred manifold, 
And for his ſake, vow'd to doe all the ill 


Whach ſhe could do to Knights:which now ſhe doth fulfill. 


I 
For, all thoſe Knights, the which by force or guile 
She doth ſubdue, ſhe foully doth entreat. 
Firſt, ſhe doth them of war-like armes defpoile, 
And clothe in womens weedes : and then with threat 
Doth them compell to worke, to carnetheir meat, 
To ſpin, to card, to few, to waſh, to wring 3 
Ne doth ſhe giue them other thing to cate 
But bread and water, or like feeble thing, 
Them to diſable from reuenge adyenturing., 


2 

But, if through ſtout Jiſdaine of manly mind, 
Any her proud obferuaunce will withſtand, 
Vpon that gibber, which is there behind, 
Shecauſeth them be hangd vp out of hand ; 
In which condition I right now did ſtand. 
For, beeing overcome by her in fighr, 
And putto that baſe ſeruice of her band, 
I rather choſe to diein lyues deſpight, 

Then lead chat ſhametull life, ay of aKni gh. 


How 


EEE 
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How hight that Amazon Cloyd Artbegall) ? 
And where, and how far hence does ſhe abide > 
Her name, quoth he, they Radigund doe call, 
A Princefle of great powre, aud greater pride, 
And Queeneof Amazons, in armes well tride, 
And ſundry battells, which ſhe hath atchieued 
Wirh great ſuccelic, that her hath glorifide, 
And made her famous, more then 1s belicued ; 


Ne would it haue ween'd, had I notlate it prieued, 


34 
Now ſure,fayd he, and by the faith that I 
To Maydenhead and noble knighthood owe, 
I will not reſt, till I her might doetry, 


Andvenge the ſhame, thatſhe to Knights doth ſhowe. 


Therefore Sir Terpinfrom you lightly throwe 
This ſqualid weede, the patterne of deſpaire, 
And wend with me, that ye may ſee and knowe, 
How Fortune will your ruin'd namerepaire, 


And Knights of Maydenhead, whoſe praiſe ſhe would em- 


With that, like one that ho 37 was repriy'd 
From deathes dore, at _ he lately lay, 
Thoſe yron fetters, wherewith he was giv'd, 
The badges of reproach, he threw away, 

And nimbly did him dightto guidethe way 
Vnto the dwelling of that Amazone. 
Whuch was from thence not paſt a mile or tway 3 
A goodly City, and a mighty one, 
The which of her owne name ſhe called Radegone. 
6 

Where they arriuing, by the watchman were 

Deſcried ſtreight ; who allthe city warned, 

How that three warlike perſons did appeare, 

Orc which the one him | 

And th'other two well likely to haue harmed. 
Etctoones the people allto Lamnefſe ran, 

And like aſortof bees in cluſters ſwarmed : 


Ere long, their Queene herſelf, arm'd hkea man, 


Came DX: into the rout,and themr'array began. 


, \ n T- 
A..1 now the Knights, beligrrined neare, 
D1d beat vpon the gates to enter in, 
And at thePorter ſcorning them ſo few, 
Threw manythreats, if they the towne did win, 
Toteare his fleſh in peeces for his ſinne. 
Which when as Radizund there comming heard, 
Her heart for rage did grate, and teeth did grin : 
She bad that ſtrezghtthe gates ſhould be vabard, 


And ro them way to make, with weapons well prepar'd. 
| a 


3 
Soone as the goes were opento them ſet, 
They prefled forward, entrance to haue made. 
Bur in the middle way they were ymet 


With a ſharpe ſhowre of arrowes, which them ſtayd, 


And better bad aduiſe, ere they afſayd 

Vnknowenperill of bold womens pride. 

Then all that routypon them rudely layd, 
- And heaped ftrokes fo faſt on cuery ſide, 


And arrowes hayld ſo thicke, that they could not abide, 


cem'da Knight all armed, 


But Radigund her ſelfe, hots eſpide 
Sir Terpin, from her direfull doome acquit, 
So cruell doale amongſther maides diuide, 
T'auenge thatſhame, they did on him commit; 
All ſodainely enflam'd with furious fir, 
Like afell Lionefle athim ſhe flew, 
And on his head-peece him (fo fiercely ſmit, 
Thatto the ground him quite ſheouerthrew, 
Difmayd ſo with the ſtroke, that he no colours knew. 


O 
Sooneas ſhe ſawehim on a ground to grouell, 

She lightly to him leapt ; and in his necke 

Her proud foot ſetting, at his head did leuell, 
Y/cening at once her wrath on him to wreake, 

And his contempt, that did her iudgementbreake: 

As when a Beare hath ſeiz'd her cruell clawes 

Vpon the carcafle of ſome beaſt too weake, 

Proudly ſtands ouer, and a while doth pauſe, 
To heare the pitious beaſt pleading her plaintiffe cauſe, 


41 
Whom when as Arthegall in that diſtrefle 
By chance beheld, he leftthe bloudy laughter, 
In which he ſwam, and ran to his redreſle. 
There heraſlayling fiercely freſh, he raughther 
Such an huge ſtroke, thatit of ſenſe diſtraught her : 
And had ſhe not it warded warily , x 
It had depriv'd her mother of a daughter. 
Nath'leſſe for all the powre ſhe did apply, 
It made her ſtagger oft, andſtare with ghaſtly eye; 


42 
 Liketoan Eagle in his kingly pride, 


Soring through his wide Empire of the aire, 
To weather his broad fayles, by chance hath ſpide 
A Goshauke, which hath ſeized for her ſhare * 
Vpon ſome fowle, that ſhould her feaſt prepare; 
With dreadfull force he flies at her byliue, 
T hat with his ſouce, which none enduren dare, 
Her from the quarrey he away doth driue, 
And from her eriping pouncethe greedy prey doth riue, 


But ſoone 2s ſhe her ſenſe FF had, 
She fiercely towards him her ſelfe gan dight, 
Through vengeful wrath & ſdeignfull pride halfe mad : 
For, neuer had ſhe ſuffred ſuch deſpight, 
But cre ſhe could ioyne hand with him to fight, 
Her warlike maydes about her flocktlo faſt, 
That they diſparted them, maugretheir might, 
And with their troupes did far aſunder caſt : 


But mongſt thereſt the fight did ynnll eucning laſt, 


44 
And euery while, that mighty yron man, 
With his ſtrange weapon, neuer wont in warre, 
Them ſorely vext, and courſt, and ouer-ran, 


And broketheir boawes, and did their ſhooting marre, * 


That none of all the manie once did darre 
Himto aflault, nor once approach himnic; 
But like afort of ſheepe diſperſed farre 
For dread of their deuouring enemy, 
Through allthe ficlds and yallies did beforehim flie, 5 
A3 
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But when as daies faire ſhiny beame, yclowded 
With fearefull ſhadowes of deformed night, 
Warn'd man and beaſt in quietreſtbeſhrowded, 
Bold Radigund (with ſound of trump on hight) 
Caus'd all her peopleto furceaſe from fight; 
And gathering them vnto her cities gatc, 
Made them all enter in before her fight, 
And all the wounded, and the weake in ſtate, 


To beconuayedin, ere ſhe would onceretrate: 


4 
When thus the field was voyded all away, 

And all things quieted,the Elfin Knight 

(Weary of toyle andtrauell of that day) 

Caus'd his pauilion to berichly pight 

Before the Citie gate, in open fight; 

Where he him (elfe did ref in ſafety, 

Together with fir Terpin all thatnight: 

But Talws vs'd in times of icopardie 
To keepe a nightly watch, for dread of treachery. 


47 

But Radigund full of heart-gnawing gricfe, 
For the rebuke, which ſhe (uſtain'd that day, 
CoulJ takeno reſt, newould receine reliefs ; 
Bur toſſed in her troublous minde, what way 
She motercuenge that blot, which on her lay. 
There ſhereſolu'd,her felfe in fingle tight 
To try her Fortune, and his force aflay, 
Rather then ſee her peopleſpoyled quight, 

As ſhe had ſeenethat day a diſauentrous fight. 


She called forth to her a nkſty mayd, 
Whom ſhe thought fitteſt for that buſineſle, 
Her name was Clarind”, and thus to herſayd; 
Goc damzel] quickly, do thy ſelfe addreſle 


— 
<— I” 


\ -— 
=) = E hon WV, 


To do the mefſlage, which Iſhall expreſs. 

Goethouvnto that ſtranger Faery Knight, 

Who yeſterday droue vs to ſuch diſtreſſe; 

Tell, that ro morrowT with him will fight, 
Andtry in equall field, whether hath greater might, 


But theſe conditions doto hon propound, 
Thatif I yanquiſh him, he ſhall bay 
My lawe, and euer to my lozebebound ; 
And fowilll, if mehevanquiſh may , 
What-eucrhe ſhall like to doe orfay: 
Goe ſtreight, 2nd take with thee, to witneſle it, 
Sixe of thy tellowes of the beſt array, 
And beare with you both wine and iuncates fit, 


And bid him eate; henceforth he oft ſhall hun ery fit. 


50 
The Damzell ſtreight obayd: and putting all 
In readinefle, forth to the Towne-gate went 3 
Where ſounding loud a Trumpettrom the wall, 
Vato thoſe warlike Knights ſhe warning ſent, 
Then Talzs forth ifſewing from the tent, 
Vnto the wall his way did fearelefle take, 
To weeten whatthattrumpetrs ſounding ment: 
Where thatſame Daumzcllloudly him beſpake, 
And ſhew'd,that with his Lord ſhe would emperlance make. 


'Þ 
So he them ſtreight conducted to his Lord ; 
Who, a5he could, them goodly well did oreete, 
T1ll they had told their meflage word by word : 
Which he accepuing well, as he could weer, 
Them faircly entertayn'd with curt'fies meete, 
An gauc them gifts and things of deare delight. 
So backe againe they homeward rurn'd their feete. 
But Arthegall him elfe to reſt d1d dight, 
That he mote freſher be againſt the next daies fight, 
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Arthegall fights with Radigund, 
And is ſubdew'd by puile: 

He ts by her empriſoned, 
But wrought by Clarind's wile >. 
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Theſe noble warriors, mindefullto purſew 
Thelaſt dayes purpolec of their vowed fight, 
Them ſclues thereto prepar'd1n order dew; 
The Knight, as belt was ſeeming for a Knight ; 
And th*Amazon, as beſt it lik't her {elfe to dight. Ss 
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2 
All in a Camis light of purple filke 
Wouen vpon with filuer, ſubtly wrought, 
And quilted vpon fattin white as milke, 
Trayled with ribbands diuerſly diſtraught, 
Like as the workeman had their courſes taught ; 
Which was ſhort tucked for light motion 
Vp to her ham : butwhen heb, irraught 
Downe to herlowelt heele, and thereupon 
She worefor her def.nce a mayled habergeon. 


And on her legs ſhe RE R buskins wore, 
Baſted with bends of gold on euery ſide, 
And mailes betweene, and laced cloſe afore : 
Vpon her thigh her Cemitare was tide, 
With an embrodered belt of mickell pride; 
And on her ſhoulder hung her ſhield, bedeckt 
Vpon the boſſe with ſtones, that thined wide, 
As the faire Moonein her moſt full aſpect, 
Thatto the Moone it mote be like in each reſpect. 


4 

Soforth ſhe came out of the Ciry gate, 

With ſtately port and proud magnificence, 

Guarded with many damzcls, that did waite 

Vpon her perſon for her {ure defence, 

Playing on ſhaumes and trumpets, that from hence 

Theirſound did reach vnto the heauens hight. 

So forth into the field ſhe marched thence, 

Where was a rich Pauilion ready pight, 
Her to receiue, tillrime they ſhould beginthe fight. 


5 

Then forth came Arthegall out of histent, 
All arm'd to point, and firſt the liſts did enter : 
Soone after eke came ſhe, with fellintenr, 
And countenance fierce, as hauingfully bent her, 
That battclsvtmoſt triall to aduenter. 

The Liſts were cloſed Faſt, to barre the rout 
From rudely preſſing to the middle center; 
Which in greatheapes them circled all about, 


Watting, how Fortune would reſo]ue that dangerous dout. 


6 

The Trumpets ſounded, and the field began ; 

With bitter ſtrokes it both began, and ended. 

She at the firſt encountcr on him ran 

With furious rage, as if ſhe hadintended 

Out of his breaſt the very heart haue rended : 

But hethat hadlike tempeſts often ride, 

From that firſt awe, him ſelfe rightwell defended. 
The more ſherag'd, the more he did abide ; 
She hew'd, ſhe foynd, ſhe laſht, ſhe laid on euery fide; 


7 
Yet ſtill her blowes he bore, and her forbore, 
Weening atlaſt rowin aduantage new; 
Yet ſtill her cruelty encreafed more, 
And though powrefayld, her courage did accrew : 
Which fayling,he gan fiercely her purſe; 
Like as 2 Smith that to his cunning feat 
Theſtubbornemetallfeeketh ro fubdew, 
Soone as he feeles it mollifide with hear, 
With his great Iron ſledge doth ſtrongly on it beat. 


g 
So did Sir Arthegall ypon herlay, 
As if ſhe hadaa iron anduile beene, 
That flakes of fire, bright as the ſunny ray, 
Out of her ſteely armes were flaſhing ſeene, 
That all on fire ye would her ſurely weene. 
But with her ſhield ſo well her ſelfe ſhe warded, 
From the'drad danger of his weapon keene, 
That all that while herlife ſhe ſafely garded : 
But he that helpe from her againſt her will diſcarded, 


For, with his trenchant blade at the next blowe 
Halfe of her ſhield he ſhared quite away, 
T hart halfe her fide it ſelfe did naked ſhowe, 
And thenceforth ynto danger opened way. 
Much was ſhe moued with the mighty ſway 
Of that ſad ſtroke, thathalfe eorag'd the grew, 
And likea greedy Bearevnto herpray, 
With her ſharpe Cemitare at him ſhe flew, 


That glancing down his chigh,the purple bloud forth drew 
9 


I 
Thereat ſhe gan to triumph with great boaſt, 
Andto vpbraid that chance which him mis-fell, 
As if the prize ſhe gotten had almoſt, 
With ſpightfu}l ſpeeches, ficting with her well; 
That his great heart gan inwardly to {well 
With indignation, at her vaunting vaine, 
Andather ſtrooke with puiflance fearcfull fell; 
Yet with her ſhicld ſhe warded it againe, 
That ſhattered allto peeces round about the Plaine. 


Il 

Hauing her thus difarmed of her ſhield, 

Vpon her helmet he againe her ſtrooke, 

That down ſhe fell ypon the graflic field, 

In ſen{eletle ſwoune, as if her life forſooke, 

And pangs of. death her ſpirit ouertooke. 

Whom when he fawe before his foote proftrated, 

He to her lept, with deadly dreadfulllooke, 

And her ſunſhiny helmetfoone vnlaced, 
Thinking at once both head and helmet to haue raced. 


13 

But when as he diſcouered had her face, 

He ſawe his ſenſes ſtrangeaſtoniſhment, 

A miracle of Natures goodly prace, 

In her faire viſage voide of ornament, 

But bath'd in bloud and fweatropether ment 3 

Which, in the rudenefieof that ceuill plight, 

Bewrayd the fignes of feature excellent: 
 Likeas the Moonein foggie winters night, 2 
Doth ſcemeto be her ſelbe, ought darkned be her light. 

| I; 

Ar ſight thereof his cruell minded heart 

Empearced was withpitrifallregard, - 

That his ſharpe {word he threw fromhim apart, 

Curſing his hand that had thatviſfage mard : 

No hand fo cruel, nor no heartfo hard, 

Butrarth of beauty willit moliifie. 

By this, vpſtarting from her ſwore, ſhe ſtar'd 


Awhile about her wth confuſed eye 3 


Like onethat from his dreatne is wakedfuddenly. 
Aa 5 
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14 

Soone as the knight ſhethere by her did ſpy, 
Standing with empty hands all weaponleſle, 
With freſh afſaultypon him ſhe did fly, 
And ganrenew her former cruelneſle : 
And though he ſtill reryr'd, yetnathcleſſe 
With huge redoubled ſtrokes ſhe on him layd 
And more encreaſt her outrage mercileſle, 
Themore that he with mecke intreaty prayd, 


Her wrathfull hand from greedy vengeance to haue ſtayd. 


| Is 
Like as a Puttocke hauing ſpide in fight 
A gentle Falconfitting on an hill, 
Whoſe other wing, now made vnmeetefor flight, 
Was lately broken by ſome fortune ill ; 
The fookſh Kyre, led with licentious will, 
Doth beate ypon the gentle bird in vaine, 
With many idle ſtoups her troubling ſtill : 
Euenſo did Radigund with bootlefle paine 


Annoy this noble Knight, and ſorely him conſtraine, 
6 


I 
Nought could hedo, butſhun the drad deſpight 
Of herfierce wrath, and backward ſtill retire, 
And with his ſingle ſhield, well as he might, 
Beare-off the burden of her raging ire; 
And euermore he gently did deſire, 


To ſtay herſtrokes, and he him ſelfe would yield: | 


Yernould ſhe hearke, nelethim oncercſpyre, 
Till he to her delivered had his ſnicld, 

And to her mercy him ſubmitted in plaine ficld. 

: I7 

So was he ouercome, not ouercome, 
But to her yeelded of his owne accord; 
Yet was he iuſtly damned by the doome 
Of his owne mouth, thatipake fo warelefſe word, 
To be her thrall,and ſeruice her afford. 
For, though that he firſt vitory obrtayned, 
Yetafter by abandoning his ſword, 
He wilfull loſt, that he before attained. 


No fayrer conqueſt, then that with goodwill is oayned, 
3 


1 
Tho, with her ſword on him ſhe flatling ſtrooke, 

In ſfigne of trueſubicCion to her powre, 

And as hcervyaſlall him to thraldome tooke. 

But Terpine borne to a more vphappy howre, 

As he, on whom the lucklefle ſtarres did lowre, 
. Shecaus'dto beattach't, and forthwith led 

Vato the crooke abide the balcfull towre, 

Fromwhich helately had through reskew fled: 
Where hefull ſhamefully was hanged by the head. 


I 
But when they th my on Tal hands to lay, 
He with his iron flaile amongſtthem thondred, 
Thatthey were faine to let him ſcape away, 
Glad from his company to beſoſondred; 


Wholepreſence all their troupes ſo much encombred, 
That th'heapes of thoſe, which he did wound and ſlay, 


Befides thereſt diſmayd, might not benombred : 
Yet all that while he would notonce aſſay 


To reskew his owne Lord, but thought ituſt 'obay. 


— 
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20 
Then tooke the Amazon this noble knight, 
Left to her will by his owne wilfull blame, 
And cauſed him to be diſarmed quight 
Of all the ornaments of knightly name, 
With which whylome he gotten had greatfame: 
In ſtead whereof ſhe made him to be dight 
In womans weeds, thatis to Manhood ſhame, 
And put beforehislap an apron white, 
In ſtead of Curiets and baſes firfor fight, 
21 
So being clad, ſhe brought him from the field, 
In which he had beene trayned many aday, 
Into a long large chamber, which was field 
With moniments of many knights decay, 
By herſubdewed n victorious fray : 
Amongſt the which ſhe cauſd his warlikearmes 
Be hangd on high, that mote his ſhame bewray; 
And broke his ſword, for feare of furtherharmes, 
With which he wont to ſtirre yp batrailous alarmes. 
22 
There entred in, he round about him ſaw 
Many braue Knights, whoſe names rightwell he knew, 
There bound 7% that Amazons proud law, 
Spinning and carding all in comely rew, 
Thar his bigge heartloth'd ſs vncomely view. 
But they wereforc't, throughpenurie and pine, 
Todoethoſe workes, to themappointed dew : 
For, nought was giuen them to ſup or dyne, 
But what their hands could earne by twiſting linnen twyne, 


2 

Amonegſtthem all, ſhe hand him moſt lowe, 
page , his hand a iflaff: to him gue, 
That he theron ſhould ſpin both flaxe & towez 
Alordid office for a mind ſo braue, 
So hard it is to be a womans ſlaue. 
Yetheit took in his owne ſelfes deſpight, 
And thereto did himſelfe right well no 
Her to obay , fich he his faith had plight, 

Her vaſall to become, if ſhe him wonne in fight. 

2 

Who had him ſeene, ima ine more thereby, 
That whylome hath of Hercules bcen tolde, 
How for Islas ſake he did apply 
His mighry hands, the HOAE: vile to holde, 
For his huge club, which had ſubdew'd of olde 
So many monſters; which the world annoyed; 
His Lions skin chaung'd to apall of golde, 
In which forgetting warres he only ioyed 

In combats of {weet Loue, and with his muſtreſſe toyed. 


2 


; 5 
Such is the cruelty of women-kynd, 


When they haue ſhaken off the ſhamefaſt band, 
With which wiſe Nature did them ſtrongly bynd 
T'obay the heaſts of mans well ruling hand, 
That then all rule and reaſon they withſtand, 
To purchaſea licentious hberty. 
But vertuous women wiſely vnderſtand, 
That they were borne to baſe humility, 

Vnleſle the heauens them lift go lawfull ſouerainry. ww 

as 
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Thus there long while continu'd Arthegall, 
Seruing proud Radigund with true ſubieion; 
How-euerit his nobleheart did gall, 
T'obay awomans tyrannous direCtion, 
Thar might haue had of life or death eleCtion : 
But hauing choſen, now he mightnot chaunge. 
During which time, the warlike Amazon, 
Whoſe wandring fancy after luſt did raunge, 
Gan caſtaſecretliking to this captiue ſtraunge. 
27 
Which long concealing in her couert breſt, 
She chaw'd the cud of louers carefull plight 
Yercouldit not ſo thoroughly digeſt, 
Being faſt fixedin her wounded ſpright, 
Butit tormented her both day and mght : 
| Yerwould ſhe notthereto yeeld free accord, 
To ferue the lowely vaſlall of her might, 
And of herſeruant make her (oucraigne Lord : 
So great her pride, that ſhe ſuch baſcnciſe much abhord. 
28 
So muchthe greatcrſbll her anguiſh grew, 
Through itubborne handling of - loue-fſicke heart ; 
And af the more ſhe ſtroue 1t to ſubdew, 
The more ſhe ſtill augmented her owne ſmart, 
And wyder made the wound of th'hidden dart. 
Artlaſt, when long ſhe ſtruggled had in vaine, 
She gan to ſtoupe, and herproud mind conuert 
To meck obeyſance of loues mighty raine, 
And him entreatfor grace, that had procur'd her paine. 


2 
Vnto her ſelfe in ſecret ſhe Sa call 
Her neareſt handmayd whom ſhe moſt did truſt, 
And to her {ayde ; Clarinda, whom of all 
I truſt alive, fith 1 thee foltred firſt; 
Now is the time, thatI vatimely muſt 
Thercof maketryall, in my greateſt need: 
It isſo hapned, that the heauens vniuſt, 
Spighting my happy freedome, haucagreed, 


Tothrall my looſerlife, or my laſt baleto breed. 


o 

With thar ſhe turn'd her wy as halfe abaſhed, 

To hide the bluſh which in her viſage roſe, 

And through her eyes like ſuddenh1ghtning flaſhed, 

Decking her checke with a vermilion roſe : 

But ſoone ſhe d1d her countenance compole, 

And to her turning, thus began againe; 

This griefs deep wound I wouldto thee diſcloſe, 

Thereto compelled through heart-murdring paine, 
But dread of ſhame my doubrfull lips doth ſtill reſtraine. 


I 
Ab my deare dread (ſ{ayd Fn the faichfull Mayd) 
Can dread of ought your dreadlefle heart withhold, 
That many hath with dread of death diſmayd, 
And darecuen Deaths moſt dreadfullface behold ? 
Say on my GU A, jo: Lady, and be bold. 
Doth not your hand-mayds life at your foot hie 2 
Therwith much comforted, ſhe gan vnfold 
The cauſe of her conceived malady, 
As onethat would coofefle, yet faine wouldir deny. 


wean _ 


2 
Clarind',ſayd ſhe, thou reffyond Fayry Knight, 
Whom not my valour, but his owne braue minde 
Subiected hath to my vnequall might ; 
What right is it, that he ſhould thraldome finde, 
For lending life to me a wretch vnkinde, 
That for ſuch good him recompence with ill 
T herefore I caſt, how I may him vnbinde, 
And by hisfreedome get his free good-wall; 
Yer ſo, as bound to me he may continue ſtill; 


Bound ynto me, but not witch hard bands 

Of ſtrong compulſion , and ſtreight violence, 
As now in miſerable Ratche ſtands ; 
But with ſweet loue and ſure beneuolence, 
Voide of malitious minde, or foule offence, 
To which if thou canſt win him any way, 
Withour diſcouery of my thoughts pretence, 
Both goodly meed of him it purchaſe may, 

And eke with gratefull ſeruice meright well apay. 


Which that thou maiſt the (+28 bring to paſlle, 
Loc berethisring, which ſhall thy warraat be, 
And token true to olde Eumenias, 
From time to time, when thou it beſt ſhalt ſee, 
That in and out thou mayſt haue paſlage free. 
Goe now, Clarinda, well thy wits aduiſe, 
And all thy forces oroclypne thee ; 
Armies of louely lookes, and ſpeeches wiſe, 
With which thou canſt euen Zoue himſclfe to loue cnrile. 


Thetruſty mayd, conceiuing her intent, 
Did with ſure pronuſe of her good indeuour, 
Giue her great comfort, and ſome hearts content. 
Sofrom herparting, ſhe thenceforth did labour 
all the meanes ſhe might, to curry fauour 
With th'Elfin _ her Ladies beſt beloued; 
With daily ſhew of courteous kind behauiour, 
Euen at the marke-white of his hart ſhe roued, 
And with wide glancing words,one day ſhe thus himpro- 
36 (ued; 
Vnhappy Knight, vpon whole hopeleſle ſtate 
Fortune,cnuying g20d, hath felly frowned, 
And cruell heauens haue heaptan heauicfare ; 
Irew thatthus thy betterdayes aredrowned 
In fad deſpaire, and all thy ſenſes ſwowned 
In ſtupid ſorrow, ſith thy 1uſter merit 
Might elſe haue with felicity been crowned : 
Looke vp at laſt, and wake thy dulled ſpirit, 
To thinke _ this long death thou mighreſt diſinherit. 


7 
Much did he marue})l at her FF ſpeech, 
Whole hidden drift he could not well percciue ; 
And gan to doubr, leaſt ſhe him ſought t'appeach 
Of treaſon or ſome guilefulltraine did weaue, 
Through which ſhe might his wretched life bereaue. 
Both which to barre, he with this anſwere mer her ; 
Faire Damzel!, that with ruth (as Iperceiue) 
Of my miſhaps, artmou'd to wiſh me better, 
For ſuch your kiad regard, I can but reſt your Letter, 
Aa 3 Yer 


= 


268 THE FIFT BOOKE OP 


Cant. I, 


| 2 3 
Yetweet ye well, that to a courage = 
It isnolefle beſeeming, well to beare 
The ſtorme of Fortunes frowne, or heauens threat, 
Then in the ſunſhine of her countenance cleare 
Timely to ioy, and carry comely cheare. 
For, though this cloud haue now me ouer-caſt, 
Yetdoe 1 not of better times deſpeare; 
And, though(vnlike)they ſhould for eucrlaſt, 
Yertin my truths aſſurance Ireſt fixed faſt. 


But what ſo ſtony minde (ſhe then a nh 
But if in his owne powre occaſion lay, 
Would to his hope a windowe open wide, 
And to his fortunes helpe make ready way ? 
Vnworthy ſure, quoth he, of better day, 
That will nottake the offer of good hope, 
And eke purſew, if he attaineit may. 
Which ſpeeches ſheapplying to the ſcope 

Of her intent, this further purpoſe to him ſhope ; 


40 
Then why doſt not, thou ill aduized man, 
Make meanes to winnethy liberty forlorne, 
Andtry if thou by faire entreaty can 
Moue Radigund ? who though ſhe ſtillhaue worne 
Her dayes in warre, yet (weet thou) was not borne 
Of Beares and Tigres, nor ſoſaluage minded, 
As that, albe allloue of men ſhe ſcorne, 
She yerforgets, that ſhe of men was kynded: 


And ſooth oftſcene, that proudeſtharts baſe loue hath = 
I (ded. 


4 
Certes Clarinda, not of cancred will, 
Sayd ſhe, nor obſtinate diſdainefull mind, 
I haueforbore this duty to fulfill: 
For, well I may this weene, by that I finde, 
That ſhe a Queeneand come of Princely kinde, 
Both worthy 1s for to beſewd vanto, | 
Chiefly by him, whoſe life her law doth bind, 
And cke of powre her owne doome to vndo, 
And als'of Princely grace to be enclin'd thereto. 
42 
But want of meanes hath beene mine onely ler 
From ſeckirg fauour , where it doth abound; 
Which if I might by your good office get, 
I to yourſelte thould reſt for euer bound, 
And ready to deſerue whatgracel found. 
Shefecling him thus bite vpon the baite, 
Yetdoubting leaſt his hold was but vnſound, 
Andnotwell faſtened, would not ſtrike him ſtrayt, 
But drew him on with hope, fit leaſure to awayt. 


4 
But fooliſh Mayd, whiles heedlefſ eof thehook, 
'She thus oft-times was beating off and on, 
Through ſlippery looqng, fell into the brooke, 
Andthere was caught to her confuſion. 
For, ſeeking thus to ſalue the Amazon, 
She wounſed was with her deceipts owne dart, 
And ganthenceforth to caſt affection, 
Concciued cloſein herbeguiled heart, 
To Arthegall, through pittic of his cauſcleſle ſinarx. 


44 

Yet durſt ſhe not diſcloſe her fancies wound, 
Neto him ſelfe, for doubt of being {dayned, 
Neyetto any other wight on ground, 
For feare her miſtris ſhould haue knowledge gayned, 
Butto her ſelfe it ſecretly rerayned, 
Within the cloſet of her couertbrefſt : 
The more thereby her tender heart was payned. 
Yetto awaite fittime ſhe weened beſt, - 


And fairely did diflemble her ſad thoughts ynreſt. 


One day her Lady,calling hes apart, 
Gan to demaund of her ſome tydings good, 
Touching her loues ſucceſle, her hngring ſmart. 
Therewith ſhe ganat firſt to change - mood, 
As one adaw'd, and halfe confuſed ſtood ; 
But quickly ſhe it ouer-paſt, ſo ſoone 
As ſhe her face had wyp't, tofreſh herblood: 
Tho, gan ſhetell her all, that ſhe had donne, 
And all the wayes the ſought his loue for to haue wonne: 


4 
But ſayd, thathe was obſtinate and ſterne, 
Scorning her offers and conditions yaine ; 
Ne would betaught with any tearms, to learne 
So fond aleſfon, as to loue againe. 
Dierather would he in penurious paine, 
And his abbridged dayes in dolour waſte, 
Then his foes loue or liking entertaine : 
His reſ{o/ution was both firſt and laſt, 


His body was herthrall, his heart was freely plac't. 


7 
Which when the cruel! YEE perceiued, 
She gan to ſtorme, and rage, and rend her gall, 
For very fell deſpight, which ſhe coriceiud, 
To belo ſcorned of a baſe borne thralf,- 
Whoſe life did lie in her leaſt eye-lics fall; 
Of which ſhe vow'd with many a curſed threat, 
That ſhe therefore would him ere long forttall. 
Nath'lefſe when calmed was herfurious heat, 
She chang'd thatthreatfull mood , and mildly gan entreat. 
8 
What now is left Clarinda ? hol remaines, 
That we may compaſlethis our enterprize? 
Greatſhame to loſe ſo lohg employed paynes; 
And greaterſhame tabideſo greatmiſprize, 
With which he dares our offers thus deſpize. 
Yet thathis guilt the greater may appeare, 
And moxe my gracious mercy by this wize, 
I will awhile with his firſt folly beare, 
Till thou haue tride againe , & tempted him more neare. 


4 
Say, and do all, thatmay hereto preuaile ; 
Leaue nought ynpromiſt, that may him perſwade; 
Life, freedome, grace, and gifts of greatauaile, 
With which the gods themſclues are milder made : 
Thereto adde art, cuen womens witty trade, 
Theart of nughty words, that men can charme; 
With which in caſe thou canſt him not inuade, 
Let him feele hardnefle of thy heauy arme: (harme. 
Who will not ſtonpe with good , ſhall be madeſtoupe with 


Some 
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Some of his diet doe from him withdrawe; 
For, I him find to be too proudly fed. 
Giue him morelabour, and with ſtreighter lawe, 
That he with worke may be forwearied. 
Lethim lodge hard, and lic in ſtrawen bed, 
Thatmay pull downe the courage of his pride ; 
And lay vpon him, for his greater dread, 
Cold iron chaines, with which let him be tide; 
Andlet, what-cuer he deſires; be him denide. 


I 

When thou haſt all this FIR. af then bring me newes 
Of his demeane : thenceforth notlike a Louer, 
But like a Rebell tout TI will him vſe. 
For, I reſolue this tegenotto giue ouer, 
Till Ithe conqueſt of my will recouer. 
So ſhe departed, full of oriefe and ſdaine, 
Which inly did to greatimpatience moue her. 
But thefalſe mayden ſhortly turn'd againe 

Vnto the priſon, where her heart did thrall remaine. 


2 

Thereall her ſubtill nets he did vnfold, 
Andall the engins of her wit diſplay ; 
In which ſhe meanthim wartleſl. to enfold, 
And of his innocehtce to make her pray. 
So cunningly ſhe wrought her crafts aflay, 
That both her Lady, and her ſelfe withall, 
And ekethe knightattonce ſhe did betray : 


But moſt the kmight, whom ſhe with guilefull call - 


Did caſtfor to allure, into her trap to fall. 


As abad Nurſe, which "Ol to receiue 
In her owne mouth the food, meantfor her child, 
Withholdes itto herſelfe and doth deceiue 
The infant,.ſo for want of nour'tureſpoyld : 
Euen fo Clarindaher owne Dame beguil'd, 
And turn'd the truſt, which was in her affide, 
To feeding of herpriuate fire, which boyld 
Her inward breaſt, and in her entrayles fryde, 
The more thatſhe itſought to couer and "0 hide. 


54 

For,comming to this knight, ſhe purpoſe fayned, ; 
How earneſt ſuit ſhe earſtfor him had made tl 
Vato her Queene, his freedometo-haue gayned; "i 
But by no meanes could her thereto perſyade ; 
But thatin ſteade thereph, ſhe ſternely bade | 
His miſery to be augmented more, (hf 
And many iron bands on him to lade. 1 
All which nath'leſle ſhe forhis loue forbore : 


So praying him accept her ſeruice cuermore. 


{CO ICEINELR 


And more then that, heel that ſhe would, 
In caſe ſhe mighrfinde fauour in his eye, WI 
Deuize how to inlarge him out of holde. | | i 
The Fairy glad to gaine his wary b ' TR 
Can yeeld great thankes for ſuch her curteſic ; 
And with faire words (fit forthe time and place) | 
To feed the humour of her malady, WA 
Promiſt, if ſhe would free him from that caſe, ji 1} 

He would by all good means he might, deferucſuch grace. Ai 

6 


$ 

Sodaily hefaire ſemblantdid her ſhew , MF 
Yet neuer meant he in his noble mind, {4-00 
To his owne abſent Loue to be vntrew : Wil 
Ne euer did deceitful Clarind' finde "$M 
In her falſe heart, his bondage to vnbinde; 6 
But rather how ſhe mote himfaſter tye. 
Therefore vnto her miſtrefle moſt vakinde 
Shedaily told, her louche did defie; 

And him ſhe told, her Dame his freedome did deny. 


| 57 
Yet thus much friendſhip ſhero him did ſhowe, 
That his ſcarſe diet fomewhatwas amended, 
And his worke leſſened, that his loue mote growe: 
Yetto her Dame him ſtill ſhe diſcommended, 
That ſhe with him mote be the more offended. 
Thus helong while in thraldome thereremayned, | \ of 
' Of both beloued well, bur little frended ; Wt |: 
Vatill his owne true Loue his freedome gayned, l 
Which in an other Canto will be beſt contayned. 
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I 
k& Ome men, I wote, will deeme in Arthegall 


Ex Great weakeneſle, and report of him much ill, 


MAS For yeclding ſo himſelfe a wretched thrall, : 


That all his former praiſe doth fow]y ſpill. 
Bur he the man, thatſay or doſo dare, * 
Be well aduiz'd, that he ſtand ſtedfaſt ſtill : 
For, neyer yet was wightſo well aware, 
Buthearfirſt or laſt was trapt in wornens ſhare. 
2 
Yetin the ftreightneſle of that captiue ſtate, 
This cobelbaiets himaſelfe ſo well behaucd, 
That notwithſtanding all the ſubtill bait, | 
With which thole Amazons his loue ſtill craued, 
"To his owne Loue hisloyalry.he faued: 
Whoſe charater in th'Adamantine mould 
Of his true heart ſo firmely was <ngraued, 
That no new loues impreſſion cuer could _ 
Bereaue it thence:ſuch blot his honour blemiſh ſhould, 


Yethis owne Loue, the ndkle Britomart, 
Scarſeſo conceiued in her jealous thought, 
Whart time {ad tydings of his balefull ſmart 
In womans pR—_ » Talns to her brought; 
Brought in vatimely houre, ereit was ſought. 
For, afterthat the vtmoſtdate, allynde 
For his returne, ſhe waited had fornought, 
She gan to caſt in her miſdoubtfull minde 
A thouſand feares, that loue-ſicke fancies faine to finde. 


4 
Sometime ſhe feared, leaſt iome hard miſha 
Had him misfalne in his aduentrous queſt; 
Sometime leaſt his falſe foe did him entrap 
In traytrous trayne, orhad vnwares oppreſt : 
Butmoſt ſhe did her troubled minde moleſt, 
And ſecretly afthi& with icalousfeare, 
Leaſt ſomenewloue had hitn for herpoſleſt; 
Yetloth ſhe was, finceſhe no ill did heare, 
Tothinke of him ſoill : yet could ſhe not forbeare. 


Canto V1I. 


Talus brings newes to Britomart, 
Of _Arthegals miſhap: 

She goes to ſeek him, Dolon meets, 
IWho ſeekes her to entrap. 


ISZ2Y To th'inſolent commaund of womens will ; 
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One while ſhe blam'd herſ; [6 ; another while 
She him condemn'd, as truſtlefle and vatrew : 
And then, her griefe with errour to beguile , 
She fayn'd to countthe time againe ancw, 
As 1f before ſhe had not counted trew. 
For houres, but dayes; for weekes that paſſed were, 
She trolde but moneths,to makerhem ſeeme more fewe : 
Yerwhenſhercckned them, ſtill drawing neare, 
Each hour did ſeem a moneth, & euery moncth a yeere. 


Butwhen as yet ſhe ſawe himnot returae, 
She thoughtto ſend ſome one to ſeek him out; 
But none ſhe found ſo fit to ſerue that turne, 
As her owne ſelfe, to eaſe her ({clfe of doubr. 
Now ſhe deuiz'd amongſt the warlike rout 
Of errant Knights, to lecke her errant knight 3 
And then aganereſoly'd tohunt him our 
_ Amongſtlooſe Ladies, lappedin delight : 
And then both Kaights enuide, and Ladies ekedid ſpight. 


r 

One day, when as ſhe long had ſoughtfor caſe 

In euery place, and cuery place thought beſt, 

Yet found no place, that could her hiking pleaſe, 

She to a window came, that opened Weſt 

Towards which coaſt her Louc his way addreſt, 

Therelooking forth, ſhe in herheart did find 

Many vaine fancies, working her vnreſt; 

And ſent her winged thoughts, more ſwiftthen winde, 
To beare vnto her Loue the meſſage of herminde. 


There as ſhe looked long, atlaſt ſhe ſpide \- 
One comming towards her with haſty ſpeede : 
Well weend ſhe then, ere him ſhe plaine deſcride , 
That it was one {ent from her Loue indeed. | 
Who when he nigh approacht, ſhe mote arede 
Thatit was Talzus, Artherall his groome; 
Whereat her heart was fla with hope and drede; 
Ne would ſhe ſtay, till he inplace could come, 
But ran to meet him forth, to knowe his tydings ſomme. 
Eucn 
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Euen inthe dore him meeting, ſhe begun 
And where is he thy Lord, and how farre hence ? 
Declare atronce; and hath heloſt or wun 2 
Theyron man, albehe wanted ſenſe _ 
And orrowes feeling, yetwith conſcience 
Of his 11] newes, if inly chill and quake, 
And ſtood ſtill mute, as one in greatſuſpence, 
As if that by his filence he would make 
Her rather reade his meaning, then him ſelfc it ſpake. 


IO 
Till ſhe againe thus ſayd; Tatzs be bold, 
And tell what-euer it be,go0d or bad, 
That from thy tongue thy hearts intent doth hold. 
To whom he thus at length; The tydings ſad, 
That T would hide, will needs, I ſee be rad. 
My Lord (your Loue) by hard mishap doth lie 
Inwietched bondage, wofully beſtad. 
Ay me, quoth ſhe, what wickeddeſtiny? 
And is he yanquiſht by his ryrant enemy ? 
Ii 
Not by that Tyrant, his intended foe; 
But by a T'yranneſle, he then replide, 
That him captiued hath in hapleſte woe. 
Ceaſe thou bad newes=man: badly doeſt thou hide 
Thy Maſters ſhame, in harlots bondage tide. 
The reſt my ſelfe too readily can ſpell. 
With that, in rage ſheturn'd fromhim afide 
(Forcing in vaine thereſtto herto tell) 
And to her chamber went like ſolitary Cell. 


12 
There ſhe began to makeher monefull plaint 
Againſt her Knight, for.being ſo vntrew ; 
And him to touch with falſhoods fowle attaint, 
That all his other honor ouerthrew. 
it did ſhe blame her ſclfe, and often rew, 
For yeeldig to a ſtrangers loue ſo light, 
Whoſe life and manners ſtrange ſhe neuer knew 3 
Andeuermore ſhedid him ſharpely twight 
For breach of faith to her, which he had firmely plight. 


I 
And then ſhe in her wrathfull will did caſt, 
How to reuengethat blot of honour blent; 
To fight with ; gd oodly dic her laſt: 
Andthen againe ſhe did her ſelfe torment, 
Infliting on her ſelfe his puniſhment. 
Awhile the walkt, and chauft ; a while ſhe threw 
Her ſelfe vppon her bed, and didlament : 
Yetdid ſhenot lament with loud alew, 
As women wont, butwith deepe {ighes, and fingults few. 


; I4 | 
Like as a wayward childe, whoſeſounder fleepe 
Is broken with ſome fearefull dreames affright, 
With froward will doth ſet himlelfe to weepe 3 
Ne can be ftild for all bis nurſes might, 
But kicks, and ſquals, and ſhriekes for fell deſpight : 
Now Fs 3, and her looſe locks miſuſing; 
Now ſceking darkneſle, and nowſecking light; 
Then craving {ucke, and then the ſuckerctuſing: 
Such was this Ladies fit, in her Loues fond accuſing, 


I 
But when ſhe had with ſuch A fits 
Her ſelfe there cloſe afflicted long in vaine, 
Yetfound no eaſement in her troubled wits, 
She vnto Talzs forth return'd again, 
By change of place ſeeking to eaſc her paine z 
And gan enquire of him, with mylder mood, 
The certaine cauſe of Arthegalls detaine : 
And whathe did, and in what ſtate he ſtood, 
And whether he did woo, or whether he were woo'd. 
16 
Ah weal-away ! fayd then the iron man, 
T hat he is not the while in ſtate to woo 3 
But lies in wretched thraldome, weake and wan, 
Not by ſtrong hand compelled thereunto, 
But his owne doome, that none can now vadoo. 
Sayd I notthen, quoth ſhe, ere-while aright, 
Thatthis is things compa&betwixt you two, 
Me to deceiue of faith vato meplight, 
Since that he was not forc't, nor ouercome in fight? 
17 
With that, he gan atlarge to her dilate 
The whole diſcourſe of his captiuance fad, 
In ſort as ye haue heard the fame dof late. 
All which, when ſhe with hard endurance had 
Heard to the end, ſhe wasrightſore beſtad, 
With ſodaine ſtounds of wrath and griefeattone: 
Ne would abide,till ſhe had aunſwere made ; 
But ſtreight her ſelfe did dight,and armor don; 
And mounting to her ſteede, bad Talus guide heron. 
18 
Soforth ſhe rodeypon herready way, 
To ſeeke her Knight, as Talus her did guide: 
Sadly ſhe rode, and neuer word did ſay, 
Nor good nor bad, ne euerookt afide, = 
Bur ſti]lright downe, and in her thought did hide 
The felneſle of her heart, rightfully ws 
To fierce auengement of that womans pride, 
Which had her Lord inherbafepriſonpent, 
And ſo great honour with ſo fowlereproach hadblent. 


I 
So as ſhe thus ENTS S « didride, 
Chawing the cud of griefe and inwardpaine, 
She chaunc't to meete,toward the euen-tide 
A Knight, that ſoftly paſed on the Plaine, 
Asif him ſelfeto folate he werefaine. 
Well ſhotin yeares he ſeem'd, and rather bent 
To peace, then needleſſetroubleto conſtraine, 
As well by view of that his veſtiment, / 
As by his modeſt ſemblanr, thatno euill ment. 
20 
He,comming neere, gan gently her ſalute 
With courteous words, in the moſt comely wizes 
Who though defirous rather to reſt mute, 
Then tearms to entertaine of common guize, 
Yet rather then ſhe kindnefle would deſpize, 
She would her ſelfe diſpleaſe, ſo him requite. 
Then gan the other further to deuize _ 
Of things abroad, as next to hand did light, . 
And many things demand, to which ſheanſwerd light, ka 
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For, little luſt had ſheto talke of ought, 
Or ought to heare, that mote delightfull bee 3 
Her nunde was whole poſſeſſed of one thought, 
That gauenone other place. Which when as hee 
By outward ſignes (as well he might)did ſee, 
Heliſt no lenger to vie loathfull ſpeach, 
But her beſought, to take itwell in gree, 
Sith ſhady damp had dimd the heauens reach, ; 
To lodge with him that night, vnleſs good caule impeach. 
2 


2 

The Championeſle, now ſecing _ at dore, 

Was glad to yeeld ynto his good requeſt : 

And with him went without gaine-ſaying more. 

Not farre away, but little wide by Wet, 

His dwelling was, to which he him addreſt 

Where ſoone arriuing they receiued were 

In ſeemely wiſe, as them beſecmed beſt: 

For, he their Hoſt them goodly well did cheare, 
And talkt of pleaſantthings, the night away to weare. 


23 
Thus paſſing th*cuening well, till time of reſt, 
Then Britomart vnto a bowre was brought; 
Where groomesawayted herto haue vndreſt. 
But ſhe ne would vndrefſed be for ought, 
Ne doffe her armes, though he her much beſought. 
For ſhe had vow'd, ſhe ſayd, notto forgoe 
Thoſe warlike weeds, till ſhe reuenge had wrought 
, Of alatewrong vpon a morrtallfoe ; 
Which ſhe would ſureperforme, betide her weale or woe. 


24 
Which when her Hoſt perceiu'd, right diſcontent 
In minde he grew, for feare leaſt by that art 
He ſhould his purpoſe mifle, which cloſe he ment: 
Yettaking leaue of her, hedid depart. 
There all thatnight remained Britomart, 
Reſtleſſe, recomfortleſle, with heart deepe grieued, 
Notlſuffring thelcaſt twinkling ſleep to ſtart 
Into her eye, wluch th'heart mote haue relicued; 


Bur if theleaſt appear'd, her eyes ſhe ſtreight repricued. 


25 
Ye guilty eyes, ſayd ſhe, the which with guile 
My heartat fir _— will ye betray 
My life now to, for which alittle while 
Ye wil not watch 2 falſe watches, weal-away, 
I wote when ye did watch both night and day 
Vnto your lofle : and now needs will ye {leep ? 
Now ye haue made my heartto wake alway, 
Now willye ſleepe? ah! wake, and rather weepe, 
To thinke of yournights want,thatſhould yewaking keep. 
26 
Thus did ſhe watch, and weare the weary night 
In waylfull plaints, that none was to appeaſe ; 
Now walking foft, now ſitting ſtill vpright, 
As ſundry change her ſeemed beſt to caſe. 
Nelefle did Tale ſuffer ſleepe to ſeaze 


His eyc-lidsfad, but watcht continually, 
Lying without her dore in great diſeaſe ; 
Like to ſpaniell wayting carefully 

Leaſt any ſhould betray his Lady treacherouſly. 


nd 


27 


What time the native Bel-man of the night, 


T he bird that warned Peter of his fall, 

Firſt rings his filuer bell teach ſleepy wight, 
That ſhould their minds vp to deuotion call, 
She heard a wondrous noile belowe the hall. 
All ſodaincly the bed, where ſhe ſhould lie, 
By a falſe trap was let adowne to fall 

Into a lower roome, and by and by 


The loftwas rayſd againe, thatno man could it ſpie. 


28 
With fight whereof ſhe was diſmayd rightſore, 


Perceiuing well the treaſon, which was ment : 
Yet ſtirrednot at all for doubt of more, 

But kepther place with courage confident, 
Wayting what would enſue of that euent. 

It was not long, before ſhe heard the ſound 


Of armed men, comming with cloſe intent 
Towards her chamber; at which dreadfull tound 


She quickly caught her ſword, & ſhield abouther bound, 


"PF 
With that, there came ynto her chamber dore 


Two Knights,all armed ready forto fight; 

And afterthem full many other more, 

A raſcall rout, with weapons rudely dight. 
Whomſoone as Talws {pideby glimſe of night, 
He ſtarted vp, there where on ground helay, 
And in his hand his threſherready keight. 
They, ſceing that, let driue athim ſtrezght way, 


And round about him preace inriotous array. 


30 
But ſoone as he began tolay about 


With his rude iron flaile, they ganto fly, 

Both armed Knights, and cke vnarmedrout? 
Yet Talw after them apace did ply, ' 
Where-ecuerin the lake he could them fpy ; 
That here and there like ſcattered ſheep they lay. 
Then backe returning, where his Dame did lie, 
He to her toldethe ſtory of that fra 


 Andallthattreaſon there intended kid! b eWIAay. 
I 
Wherewith though wa wroth, and inly burning 


To beauenged for ſo fowle a deede, 

Yet being forc't abide the dayes returning, 
She thereremain'd, but with right wary heed, 
Leaſt any more ſuch praCtice ſhouldproceed. 
Now mote ye knowe (that which to Pritomart 
Vnknowen was) whenceallthis didproceed: 
And for what cauſe ſogreatmiſchieuous ſmart 


Was meant to her, that neuer euill meantin heart. 


32 
The goodman of this houſe was Dolon hight, 


A man of ſubrill wit and wicked minde, 
Thatwhilome in his youth had been a knight, . 
And armes had borne, but little good could finde, 
And much lefle honour by that warlike kinde 

Of life: for, he wasnothing valorous, 

But with flic ſhifts and wiles did vnderminde 

All nobleknights, which were aduenturous, 


And many broughtto ſhame by treaſon treacherous. 


He 
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7 
He had three ſonnes, all PE. like fathers ſonnes, There they did thinke B- ſelues on her to wreake : 
Like treacherous, like full of fraud and guile, Who as ſhe nigh vnto them drewe, the one 
OF all that on this earthly compaſs wonnes : Thele vile reproches gan vato her ſpeake ; 
Theeldeſt of the which was ſlaine erewhile Thou recreant falſe traytour, that with lone 
By Arthegall, through his owne guilty wile ; Oc armes haſt knighthood ſtolne , yet Knight art none, 
His name was G#i%or : whoſe vntimely fate No more ſhall now the darkneſle of the night 
For to auenge, full many treaſons vile Defend thee from the vengeance of thy fone 3 
His father Dolon had deuiz'd of late But with thy bloud thou Falk appeaſe the ſpright 


With theſe his wicked ſons, and ſhewd his cancred hate. Of Guizor, by thee ſlaine, and murdred by thy ſight. 


4 8 
For ſure he weend , that chidkis preſent gueſt Strange were the words in Iritomartss care 3 
Was Arthegall,by many tokens plaine; Yet ſtayd ſhenot for them, but forward fared, 
But chiefly by that yron page he gheſty Tl] ro the perillous bridge ſhe came : and there 
Which ſtill was wont with Arthegall remaine Talus defir'd,thathe might haue prepared 
And therefore meant him ſurely to haue Qlaine. The way to her, and thoſe two loſels (cared. 
But by Gods grace, and her good heedinefle, But ſhe thereat was wroth, that for deſpighr 
She was preſerued from that traytrous traine. The glauncing ſparkles through her beucr glared, 
Thus ſhe all night wore out in watchfulneſle, And from her eyes did flaſh out fiery light, 
Neſuftred lothfull lcepe her eye-lids to oppreſle, Like coales, that through a filuer Cenſer {parkle bright. 
35  _ 
The morrow next, ſo ſoone as dawning houre She ſtayd not to aduize which way to take ; 
Diſcouered had the hghtto liuing eye, But putting ſpurres vnto her fiery beaſt, 
She forth iflew'd out of her loathed bowre, Thorough the midſt of them ſhe way did make. 
With full intent t'aucnge that villanie, The one of them, which moſt her wrath increaſt, 
On that vile man, and all his family. Vpon her ſpeareſhe bore before her breaſt, 
And comming downe to ſeeke them, where they wond, =Tl to the Bridges further end ſhe paſt; 
Nor fire, nor ſonnes, nor any could ſheſpie :- Wherefalling downe, his challenge he releaſt: 
Each rowmeſhe ſought, but them all empty fond : The other ouer {ide the Bridge ſhe caſt 


They all were fled forfeare; b 


ut whether,neither kond. Into the Ruuer, where he drunk his deadly laſt. 


6 40 
She ſaw it vaine to make F. > lenger ſtay, As when the flaſhing Leuin haps to light 
But tooke her ſteed ; and thereon mounting light, Vpon two ſtubborne oakes, which ſtand ſo neare, 
Gan her addrefle vnto her former way. T hat way betwixt them none appeares in ſight;- 
She had not 1d the mountenance of a flight, The Engin, fiercely flying forth, doth teare 
Put that ſhe ſawe, there preſent in her ſight, Th'one from the earth,and through the aire doth beare ; 
Thoſe two falſe brethren, on that perilous Bridge, The other it with force doth ouerthrowe, 
On which Pollente with Arthegall did fight. Vpon one ſide, and from his rootes doth reare: 
Streight was the paflage like a ploughedridge, So did the Championeſle thoſe two there ſtrowe, 


That if two met, the one mote needs fall ouer the lidge. Andtotheirfiretheir carcalles left to beſtowe. 
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Canto VII. 


Britomart come to Iſis Church, 
Whereſhe ſtrange viſions ſees: Fe CRAVE 

She fights with Radigund, her ſlates, POS gh PIO | 
And Arthegall thence frees. of 
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£29. Oughtis on earth moreſacred or diuine, The Championeſle,them greeting, as ſhe could, 
WWW 12, That pods and men doe equally adore, _ Was thence by them into the Temple led; 
V2 The this ſame vertue,that doth right define: Whoſe goodly building when ſhe did behalde, 


If | 
i" A | Q) | For th'hevestheſelues,whece mortal me _ Borne vpon ſtately Pillors,all difipred 

| DdI[rg Rightin their wrogs,arerul'd by righteous lore With ſhining golde, and arched ouer-head, 
> Y Of higheſtIove, who dothtrue iuſtice deals She wondred atthe workmans paſbog skill, 


To his inferior gods, and euermore Whoſelike before ſhe never ſaw norred; 
Therewith containes his heauenly Common-weale : And thereupon long while ſtood gazing ſtill, 
The skill whereof to Princes hearts he doth reueale. But thought that ſhe thereon could neuer gaze her fill, 
2 6 
Well therefore did theantique world inuent, Thence, forth vnto the [doll they her brought, 
Thar Iuſtice was a god of nmvIR, S: grace, The which was framed all of filuer fine, 
And altars-ynto him, and temples lent, So well as could with cunning hand be wrought, 
And heauenly honors 1n the higheſtplace; Andclothed allin garments made of line, 
Calling him great OſFrs, of the race Hemd allabout with fringe of filger twine. 
Of th'old Zgyprian Kings, that whilome were 3  Vponherheadtheworea crowneof gold, 
With fayned' colours ſhading atrue cale: _ To ſhowe thatſhe had powre in things diuine; 
Fox, that Oſyris, whileſt he hued here, | And art her feete a Crocodile wasrold, 
Theiuſtcſt-man aliue, and trueſt did appeare. Thatwith her wreathed taile her middle did enfold. 
3 7 
_ His wife was Iſs, whom they likewiſe made One foote was ſet vpon the Crocodile, 
A goddellc of great power and ſoucrainty, And on the ground the other faſt did ſtand, 
Andin her perſon —_ did ſhade So —_— to ſuppreſle both forged guile, 
That partof Tuſtice, which 1s Equity, And open force : and in herother 48%, 
Whereof I have to treat here preſently. She ſtretched forth a long whiteſlender wand. 
Vanto whoſetemple when as Britomart Such was the goddefſe; whom when Britomart 
Arriued, ſhee with great humility Had long beheld, her ſelfe vpon the land 
Did enterin, newould that night depart; She did proſtrate, and with right humble heart . 
But Tals mote not be admitted to her part. Vnto her ſclfe her filent prayers did impart. 
4 | 8 
There ſhe received was in goodly wize To which, thg Idollas itwereinclining, 
Of many Prieſts, which duely did attend » Her wand did moue, with amiablelooke, 
Vpon the rites and daily ſacrifice, By outward ſhew her inward ſenſe defining. 
af clad in linnen robes with filuer hemd ; Who, well perceiuing, how her wand ſheſhooke, 
And on their heads with long locks comely kemd Itas a token of good fortune tooke. 
They worerich Mitres ſhaped like the Moone, By this, the day with dampe was ouer-caſt, 
Toſhew that 1s doth the Moone portend + And ioyous lightthe houſe of Tozeforſooke : 
Like as Oſyrs ſignifies the Sunne, Which when ſhe ſawe, her helmet ſhe yalac'r, 
For that they both likerace in equall iuſtice runne. And by the Altars fide her ſelfe ro flumberplac't. 


For 
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For, other beds the Prieſts : To vſed none, 
Bur on their mother Earths dezre lap did lye, 
And bake their fides vpon the cold hard ſtone, 
T'envre themſclues ro {ufferance thereby); 
And proud rebellious fleſh to mortifie. 
For, by the vow of their religion, 
They tied were to ſtedfaſt chaſtitie, 
And continence of life; that,all forgon, 

They motethe berter tendto their deuotion. 


10 

Therefore they mote notraſte of fleſhly food, 

Ne feed on ought the which doth bloud containe, 

Ne drinke of wine : for, wine, they ſay, is blood; 

Euen the bloud of Giants, which were laine 

By thundriog Towe inthe Phlegrean Plaine. 

For which the earth (as they the ſtory tell) 

Wroth with the Gods, which to perpetuallpaine 

Had damn'd her ſonnes, which gainſt them did rebell, 
With inward griefe and malice did againſtthem ſwell. 


II 
And of their vitall bloud, the which was ſhed 
Into her pregnant boſome, forth ſhe brought 
Thefruitfull Vine ; whoſe liquor bloudy red, 
Hauing the minds of men with fury fraught, 
Moe 1n them ſtirre vp old rebEllious thought, 
To make new warre againſt the Gods againe : 
Such is the powre of that ſamae fruit, that nought 
The fell contagion may thercofreſtraine 3 | 
Ne,within reaſons rule,her madding mood containe. 


I2 
There, did the war-like Maid her ſelfe repoſe, 
Vnder the wings of Ifzs all that night 3 
And with ſweet reſt her heauy eyes did cloſe, 
After that long dates toile and weary plight. 
Where, whil'it her earthly parts with foft ddlight 
Of ſenſelefle fleepe did deeply drowned lie, 
There did appearevnto her heauenly ſpright 
A wondrous viſion, which did cloſe imply 
The courſe of all her fortune and poſteritic. 
oo 
Her ſeem'd, as ſheewas Jooing facrifize 
To Iſs, deckt with Mitre on her head, 
And linnen ſtole, after thoſe Prieſtes guize, 
All ſuddainly ſhe ſaw transfigured 
Her linnen ſtole to robe of Scarletred, 
And Moone-like Mitreto a Crowne of gold; 
That even ſhe her (elfe much wondered 
Arſuch a change, and ioycd to behold 
Her ſelfe, ke. with gems and iewels manifold. 
F--5 
And in the midſt of her licks, 
An hideous tempeſt ſeemgd from belowe, 
Toriſe throughall the Temple ſuddainly, 
That from the Altar all about did blowe 
The holy fire, andallthe embers ſtrowe 
Vpon the ground: which, kindled priuily, 
Into outrageous flames vnwares did growe, 
That all the Temple putin icopardy 
Of flaming, and herlclfe in great perplexity. 


I 
With that, the Crocodile, which ſleeping lay 
Vader the Idols feetin fearelefle bowre, [9 
Secm'd to awake in horrible diſmay, | 
As beeing troubled with that ſtormy ſtowre z | 

And gaping greedy wide, did ſtraight deuoure 
Both flames and tempeſt : with which growen great, 
And {wolne with pride of his owne peerclefſe powre, WW: 
He gan to threaten herlikewiſe to eate ; 4p 
But that the Goddeſle with her rod him back did beat. 1 
16 't-N: 
Tho, turning all hisprideto humbleſſe mecke, il 
Himſelfe before her feet he lowely threw, "4 
And gan for grace and loue of her to ſecke : ; 
Which ſhe accepting, he ſo neere her drew, i tal 
Thatof his game ſhee.ſooneenwombed grew, " 
And forth did bring aLion of great might, | Hl 
That ſhortly did all other beaſts ſubdew. nl 

- With that, he waked, full of fearefyll fright, 

Anddoubrfully diſmaid through that fo yncouth fight. 


x7: 

So, there-vpon ng the muſinglay, 
With thouſand ghts feeding hertantafie, a 
Varill ſheſpide the lampe of lightſome day, | Ti 
Vp-lifted in theporche of heauen hie. j 
Then vp ſhe roſe fraughtwith melancholy, 
And forth into the lower parts did pals ; Wi 
Where-as the Prieſtes ſhe found full bufil BY | 
About their holy things for morrow Maſs Sc. | | 

Whom ſheſaluting faire, faire relaluted was. 

3 a 


I | 

But by the change ofher vnchearcfull looke, 
They might percciue ſhe was not well in plight; 
Or that ſome penſiueneſie to hart ſhe tooke. 
Thercforethus one of them (who ſeem'd in fight 
To bethe greateſt, andthe graueſt wight) 
To her beſpake; Sir Knight, it ſeemes to me, 
That thorough cuill reſt of this laſtnighr, 
Or ill apaid, or much diftmaid ye bee, 

That by your change of cheareis cafie for to (ce. 


wp 
Certes, ſaid ſhe, fith yeſo well haue ſpide 

The troublous paſſion of my pentiue mind, 

I will notſcekethe ſame from youto hide, 

But will my cares vnfold, in hope to find 

Your ayde, to ou me out of errour blind; 

Say on, quoth he, the ſecret of your harr : 

For, by the holy vow which me doth bind, 

I am adiur'd, beſt counſell ro impart 
To all, thatſhall requiremy comfort in their ſmarr. 


20 

Then gan ſhee to declarethe whole diſcourſe 

Ofall that viſion which to her appear'd, 

As well as to her mindeit hadrecourle. | 

All which when he vnto the end had heard, | 

Like to a weake faint-harted man hefarcd, 

Through great aſtoniſhment oftharſtrange ſight 

And with long locks vp-ſtanding, ſtifly ſtared, F' 

Like one adawed with ſome dreadfullſprighr: "44 
$o, fild with heauenly fury, thus he herbehight, Fl 

Bb. Maenifick 
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21 
Magnifick Virgin, that in queint diſguiſe 
Of Britiſh armes dooſtmaskethy royall blood, 
So to purſue a perillous emprize, 
How could'ſt thou weene, through that diſguiſed hood, 
To hide thy ſtate from beeing vnderſtood ? 
Canfrom th'immortall Gods oughthidden bee ? 
They doe thy linage, and thy _— brood ; 
They doe thy Sire, lamenting ſore tor thee ; 
They doe thy Louc,forlorne in womens thraldom ſce. 
22 
The end whereof, and all the long euent, 
They doeto thee in this ſame | Ions diſcoucr. 
For, that ſame Crocodile doth repreſent 
Therighteous Knight, thatis thy faithfull Louer, 
Like to &ſyr# in all 1uſt endeuer. 
For, thatſame Crocodile Ofyrs is, 
That vnder Iſ;s fect doth ſleepe for cuer: 
To ſhew thatclemence oft, in things amils, 
Reftraines thoſe ſterne beheſts, & cruell doomes of his. 


2 
That Knight ſhall all the The PIP ſtormesaſlwage, 
And raging flames, that many foes ſhallreare, 
To hinder thee from the juſt heritage 
Ofthy Sires Crowne, and from thy Country deare. 
Then ſhaltthou take himto thy loucd fere, 
And joyne in equall portion of thy Realme: 
And afterwardy; a {onneto him ſhalt beare, 
That Lion-like ſhall ſhew his powreextreame. 
So bleſlethee God, and giuethee ioyance of thy dreame. 


24 

All which when ſhe vato the end had heard, 
She much was caſed in her troublous thought, 
And on thoſe Prieſts beſtowed rich reward : 
Androyall gifts of y_=_ and andfiluer wrought, 
She for a preſentto their Goddeſle brought. 
Then taking leaue of them, ſhe forward went, 
To ſeckeher Loue, where he was to be ſought; 
Ne reſted till ſhe came withoutrelent 

Vnto the landof Amazons, as ſhe was bent. 


25 

Whereof when newes to Radigund was brought, 
Not with amaze, as women wonted bee, 
Shewas confuſed in her troublous nat ©/ly 
But fild with courage and with ioyous glee, 
Asglad to heare _ armes,the which now ſhe 
Had long ſurceaſt, ſhe bade to open bold, 
That ſhe theface ofhernew foc might ſee. 
But whenthey of thatiron man had told, 


Which lateher folke had {laine,ſhee badethe forth to hold. 


26 

So, there withoutthe gate (as ſeemed beſt) 
She cauſed her Pawilionbepight ; 
In which, ſtout Zritomart herlelfe did reſt, 
Whiles Talws watched at the doreall night. 
All night likewiſe, they of the towne inks he, 
Vpon their wall good watch and ward biiLerpe. 
The morow next, ſo ſoone asdawning light 
Badedo away the dampe of drouzie leepe, 

The war-like Amazon out of her bowre did peepe; 


_ —C 


27 
And cauſed ſtraight a Trumpet loud to ſhrill, 
To warne her foe to battell ſoone beprelt ; 
Who, long before awoke (for ſhe full ill 
Couldſleepe all night, that in vnquier breſt 
Did cloſely harbour ſuch a icalous gueſt) 
Was tothe battell whilome ready dight. 
Eftſoones that warriourefle with haughty creft 
Did forth iſſue, all ready for the fighr : 
Oath'other fide herfoe appeared ſoone in fight. 
28 


But ere they reared hand, the Amazone 
Beganthe ſtraight conditions to propound, 
Withwhich ſhe vſed ſtill to tye her fone; 
To ſerue her fo, as ſhe the reſt had bound. 
Which when the other heard, ſhe ſternely frownd 
For high diſdaine of ſuch indignity, 
And would no lengertrear, butbadethem ſound. 
For, her no other tearmes ſhould euer tie 

Then what preſcribed were by lawes of Cheualrie. 


2 
The Trumpets ſound,and hey togetherrun 
With greedy rage,and with their faulchins ſmote ; 
Ne cither ſought the others ſtrokes to ſhun, 
But through great furie boththeir skill forgot, 
And praCticke vſe in armes : ne ſpared not 
Their dainty parts, which Nature had created 
So faireand tender, withour ſtaine or ſpot, 
For other vſes then they them tranſlated ; 
Which they now hackrt & hew'd, as if ſuch yſe they hated. 


O 
As whena Tigreand a Li ouelle 
Are mer atipoyling of ſome hungry pray, 
Both challenge it with equall ww. L5- : 
But firſt the T1gre clawes thereon did lays 
And therefore Joth to looſe her right away, 
Doth in detence thereof full ſtoutly ſtond: 
To which the Lion ſtrongly doth gaine-ſay, 
Thar ſheto hunt the beat > van core hond; 
And therefore oughtir haue, where cuer ſhe it fond. 


I 
Full fiercely layd the FIR. about, 
And dealt her blowes vnmercifully fore : 
Which Britomart withſtood with courage ſtout, 
And them repaid againe with double more. 
So long they fought, that all the graffi flore 
Was fild with bloud, which from their fides did lowe, 
And guſhed through their armes,thar all in gore 
They trode, and on the ground their lines did ſtrowe, 
Like frwtlefle ſeed, of which vyntimely death ſhould growe. 


2 

Atlaſt, proud Radiound ww fell deſpight, 

. Hauing bychaunce eſpide advantage neare, 
Letdriueather with all herdreadfull might, 
And thus vpbrayding, ſaid; This token beare 
Vnto theman whomthou dooſtloue ſo deare3 
And tell him for his ſake thy life thou gaueſt. 
Which ſvightfull words ſhe, fore engneu'd to heare, 
Thus anſ\ver'd; Lewdly thou my Louedepraueſt, 

Who ſhortly ruſt repent that now ſovainely braueſt. 

__ Nath'lefſe, 
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Nath'lefſe, that ſtroke ſo cvel pallage found, 
Thar glauncing on her ſhoulder plac it bit 
Vnto the bone, and made a griefly wound, 

That ſhe her ſhield through raging ſmart of it 
Could ſcarce yphold; yetſoone ſheit requit. 
For, hauing force increaſt through furious paine; 
She her ſo rudely on the helmet ſmit, 

Thar it empierced to the very braine, | 

And herproud pcrſon lowe proftrated on the Plaine. 


| . W-: 
Where beeing layd, the wr2hfull Britonnelle 
Stayd not till ſhe came to herlelfe againe, 
But in reuenge both of her Loues diſtreſle, 
And her ate vilereproche, though vaunted vaine, 
And alſo of her wound, which ſore did paine, 
She with one ſtroke both head and helmet cleft. 
Which dreadfull fight,when all her war-like traine 
There preſentſaw, each one (of ſenſe bereft) 
Fled faſt into the towne, and her ſole Victor Ictt. 


5 

But yet, ſo faſt they could _ homeretrate, 
But that ſwift Talus did the formoſt win 
Andprefling through the preace vnto the gate, 
Pelmell with them attonce did enter in. 
There then a pittious ſlaughter did begin : 
For, all that euer came within his — 
He with his iron flaile did threſh fo thin, 
That he noworkear all left for the Leach : 


Liketo an hideous ſtorme, which nothing may empeach. 


And now by this, the aoble Conquereiſe 
Herlſelte came in, her glory to partake 
V Vhere though revengefullyow ſhe did profeſle, 
Yet when ſhe ſaw the heapes which he did make, 
Of ſlaughtred carcafles, her hart did quake 
For very ruth, which did italmoſt riuey/ 
That ſhe his fury willed him to flake: 
For, elſe he ſure had leftnot one alue, 
But all in bis reuenge of ſpirit would deprine: 


7 ; 

Tho, when ſhe had his <2... ſtaid, 
She for that iron priſon did enquire, | 
In which her wretched Loue was capriue layd : 
Which breaking open with indignantire, 
Shcentred in to all the parts entire. 
VVherewhen ſhe ſaw that lothly vncouth ſight, 
Of men diſguiz'd in womaniſh attire, : 
Her hart gan grudge; for very deepe deſpight 

Oflo dy 6. in miſery mal bak 4 
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Atlaſt, when-as to her DP. Loue ſhe came, 
Whom like diſeuize no lefe deformed had,” 
At fight thereot abaſht with ſecrete ſhame, 
She turnd her head aſide, as nothing glad, 
To hauec beheld a {peRtacle ſoſad : 
And then too well belicu'd, that which to-fore 

. Tealous ſuſpect as true vntruely drad. 
Which vaine conceit now nouriſhing no more; 
Sheſought with ruth to ſaluc his ſad musfortunes ſore. 


Notlſo great wonder and anime: 
Did the moſt chaſte Penelope poſleſle, 
To ſee her Lord, thatwas reported drent, 
And dead long ſince in dolorous diſtreſle, 
Come home to her in pittious wretchedneſle, 
Afterlong trauell of full twenty yeares, 
That ſhe knew not his fauours likelineſle, 
For many ſcarres, and many hoary haires: 
Bur ſtood long ſtaring on him, mongft vncertaine feares. 


s) 
Ah! my deare Lord, what Gohels this,quoth ſhe, 
What May-game hath misfortune made of you? 
Where is that dreadfull manly looke 2 where be 
Thoſe mighty palmes, thewhich ye wont embrew 
In bloud of Kings, and great hoaſts to ſubdew ? 
Could ought on carth fo wondrous change haue 
As to haue robd you of that manly hew > (wrought, 
Could ſo great courage ſtooped haue to ought? 
Then farewell fleſhly force; I ſee thy pride is nought. 


I 
Thence, forth ſhe ſtraj ght Pact a bowre him brought, 
And caus'd himthote yncomely weedes vndight ; 
And 1a their ſteede for other rayment ſought, 
Whereof therewas great ſtore, and armours bright, 
Which had been reftfrom many a noble Knight; 
Whom that proud Amazon ſubdewed had, 
Whilſt Fortune fauour'd her ſucceflein fight: 
In which when-as ſhe him anew had clad, | 
She was reviu'd, and ioy*d much in his ſemblance glad. 
42 
So, thereawhile they afterwards remained, 
Him to refreſh, and her late wounds to heale : 
During whichſpace ſhe there as Princeſs raigned, 
And changing all that forme of common weale, 
The liberty of women did repeale, 
Which they had long vſurpt; and them reſtorieg 
To mens {ubieCtion, did true Tuſtice deale ; 
| Thatall they, as a Goddefle her adoring, 
Her wiſedome did admire,and harkned a loring. 


43 

For, all thoſe Knights, which long 1n captiue ſhace 
Had ſhrowded been, ſhe did from thraldomecfreez 
And Magittrates of all that Citie made, 
And gauetothem great liuing and largefee : 
And thatthey ſhould for eucr faithfull bee, 
Madethem {wearefealty to Arthegall. 
Who when himſelfe now well recur'd did ſee, 
He purpos'd to proceed; what-{o befall, 

Vpon bis firſt adventure, which him forth did call. 


44 

Full ſad and ſorrowfull was Britomart 
For his departure, her new caule of griefe; 
Yet wiſely moderated her owne ſmart, 
Secing his honour, which ſhe rendred chiefe; 
Conhfiſted much 1n that adventures pricfe. 
The care whereof, and hope of his {uccefle 
Gauevnto her great comfort and reliefe, 

| Thatwomaniſh complaints ſhe did repreſle; 
And tempred for the time herpreſent heauinelle; 
Bb 2. There 
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45 
Thereſhe continu'd fora certaine ſpace, 


Tillthrough his want her woe did more increale : 
Then hoping that the. change of ayre and place 
Would change her paine, and forrow ſome-what eaſc, 
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Canto VIII. 


Prince Arthur, and Sir CArthegall, 
ree Samient from feare: _ 
They ſlay the Souldan, drine his wife * -JISWvhh 
CAdicta to deſpaire. _ 


WLSAJ 


Vw WA 


I 
4 Oughtvnderheauen ſo ſtrongly doth allure 
) The ſenſe of man, &all his mind poſleſle, 
DJ A / As beauties louely bait, that doth procure 
{> Y f | Great warriours oft theirrigour to repreſle, 
Entry And mighty hands forget their manlineſle; 
/ Drawne with the powre of an hart-robbing 
And wrapt infetters of a golden treſle, (eye, 
That can with melting pleaſance mollifie 
Their hardned harts, enur'd to bloud and cruelty. 
2 
So whylome learn'd that mighty Iewiſh ſwaine, 
Each of whoſe locks did match amanin might, 
To lay his ſpoiles before his Lemans traine : 
Soalfo did that great Octean Knight 
For his Loues ſake his Lions skin vndight : 
Ando did war-like Antony neglect 
The worlds whole rule, for Cleopatras ſight. 
Such wondrous powre hath wemens faire aſpect, 
To captiue men, and makethem all the world reieCt. 


3 
Yer could it not ſterne Arthegallretaine, 
Nor hold from ſuite of his avowed queſt, 
Which he had vndertaneto Gloriane; 
But left his Loue (albe her ſtrongrequeſt) 
Faire Pritomart, in languor and vnreſt, 
And rode himſelfe vpon his firſt intent : 
Negay nor night dideueridly reſt; 
Ne wight bur onely Talus with him went, 
The true guide of his way and vertuous gouernment. 


4 
So trauelling, he chaunc't farre off to heed 
A Damzell, flying on a palfrey faſt 
Before two Knights, that after her did ſpecd 
With all their powre, and her full fiercely chac't, 


She parted thence, her anguifh to appeaſe. 
Meane-while, her noble Lord fir Arthegall 
Went on his way, ne cucr howre did ceatir, 
Till he redeemed had that Lady thrall : 
That for another Canto will more fitly fall. 
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In hopeto haue heroyerhent at laſt : 

Yet fled ſhe faſt, and both them farre out-went, 

Carried with wings of feare, like fowleagaſt, 

With locks all looſe, and rayment all torent ; 
And cucr as ſhe rode, her eye was backward bent. 


5 
Soone after theſe, he ſaw-another Kni ghr, 
That after thoſe two formerrodeapace, 
With ſpeare in reſt, and pricktwith all his might: 
So ran they all, as they had been at bace, 
They beeing chaſed, thatdid others chaſe. 
Ar lenpth, heſaw the hindmoſt overtake 
One of thoſe two, and force him turne his face; 
How euer loth he were his way to ſlake, 
Yet mote he algates now abide, and anſwere make, 
6 


But th'other ſtill purſewd the fearefull Maid ; 
Who ſtill from him as faſt away did flie, 
Ne once for ought her ſpeedy paſſage ſtaid, 
Till that at length ſhe did before her ſpy 
Sir Arthegall, to whom ſhe ſtraight did hie 
With gladtull haſte, in hope of him to ger 
Succour againſt her greedy enemy : 
Who,ſeeing herapproche, gan forward ſer 
To ſauc her from her fteare, and him from force to ler, 


6 
But he, like hound full greedy of his pray, 

Becing impatient of impediment, 

Continu'd ſtill his courſe, and by the way 

Thought with his ſpeare him quite haue over-wenr. 

So, both together ylike felly benr, 

Likefiercely met. But Arthegall was ſtronger, 

And better skild in Tilt and Turnamentr, 

And bore him quite outof his ſaddle,longer  ( ger. 
The two ſpears length ; ſo milchiefe overmatcht the wron- 

And 
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8 
And in his fall, misfortunehim miſtooke; 
For, on his head hug he pag, 
That his owne weight, his neck aſunder broke, 


Andlefttheredead. Meane while, the other Knight 


Defeated had the other faytour quight, 
And all his bowels in his body braſt : 
Whom leauing there inthat deſpiteous plight, 
He ran ſtill on, thinking to follow faſt 

His otherfellow Pagan, which before him paſt. 


In ſtead of whom, finding : 7 ready preſt 
Sir Arthegall, without diſcretion 
He arc him ran, with ready ſpearcin reſt: 
Who, ſeeing him come ſtill ſo fiercely on, 
Againft him made againe. So both anon 
Together met, and ſtrongly cither ſtrooke 


And broke their ſpeares ; yetneither has forgon 


His horſes back, yerto &frolong ſhooke, (quooke. 


And tottred hike two towres, which through a tempeſt 
10 

But when againe they hadrecouered ſenſe, 
They drew their ſwords,in mind to make amends 
For what their ſpeares had fayld of theirpretence. 
Which when the Damzell, who thoſe deadly ends 
Of both her foes had ſcene, and now her friends 
For her beginning a more fearefull fray ; 
She to them runnes1n haſte, and her haire rends, 
Crying tothem their crucll hands to ſtay, 

Vatill they both doe heare, what ſhe to them will ſay. 


$2: 

They ſtayd their hands, when ſhe thus ganto ſpeake 5 
Ah . gentle Knights, what meaneye thus vnwiſe 
Vpon your ſclues anothers wrong to wteake ? 
I am the wrongd, whom ye didenterpriſe 
Both to redreſlſe, and both redreſt likewiſe : 
Witneſle the Paynims both, whom ye may ſee 
Theredead on ground. Whatdoeycthen deuſe 
Of morereuenge? if more, then I am ſhee, 

Which wasthe roote of all: end your reuenge on mee. 


I2 
Whom when they heard ſo ſay, they lookt about, 
To weet if it were true as ſhe had told; 
Where, when they ſaw their foes dead out of doubt, 
Eftſoones they gan their wrathfull hands to hold, 
And Yentailes reare, each other to behold. 
Tho, when as Arthegall did Arthur view, 
So faire a creature, and ſo wondrous bold, 
He much admired both his hart and hew, 
And touched with intire affeCtion, nigh him drew ; 


I3 

Saying, fir Knight, of pardon I you pray, 
—, all A 99A wok —_ gd thus ſore; 
Suffring my hand againſt my hart to ſtray : 
Whichif ye pleaſe forgiue, I will therefore 
Yield for amends my ſelfe yours euermore, 
Or what-ſo penance ſhall by yoube red. 
To whom the Prince; Certes, me needeth more 
Tocrauetheſame, whom error ſo miſled, 


As that I did miſtake the liuing for the ded. 


I 

But ſith ye pleaſe, that both < blames ſhall die, 
Amends may for the treſpaſſe ſoone be made, 
Sith neitheris endamadg'd much thereby. 
So canthey both themlſclues fulleath perlwade 
To faire accordance, and both faults to ſhade, 
Either embracing other louingly, 
And ſwearing faith to either on his blade, 
Neuer thence-forthto nouriſh enmity, 

Bur either others cauſe to maintaine mutually, 


Ie. 
Then Arthegall gan of the Prince enquire, 


What were thoſe Knights which there on ground were 


And had receiu'd their follics worthy hire, 
And for what cauſe they chaſed fo that Maid. 
Certes,I wote not well, the Prince then ſaid; 
But by adventure found themfaring fo, 
As by the way vaweetingly I ſtrayd : 
And lo, the Damzellſelte, whence all did growe, 
Of whom we may at will the whole occaſion knowe. 
16 
Then my that Damzell called tothem nie, 
And asked her, what were thoſe two her fone, 
From whom ſhe earſt ſo faſt away did flic; 
And what was ſhe her ſelfe fo woe begone, 
And for what cauſe purſu'd of them attone. 
To whomſhethus; Then wote ye well, that I 
Doelerue a be ants that not far hence doth wone, 
A Princeſle of greatpowre and maicſtie, 


(layd, 


Famous through all the world, and honor'd far and nie. 


17 
Her name Mercilla moſt men vſeto call; 
That is a mayden Queene of high renowne, 
For her great bounty knowen over all, | 
And ſoueraine grace, with which her royall Crowne 
She doth ſupport, and ſtrongly beaterh downe 
The malice of her foes, which herenuy, 
And at her happineſledoe fret and frowne : 
Yetſhe her ſeltethe more doth magnihie, 
And cuento her foes her mercies multiply. 


18 

Mongſt many which maligne her happy ſtate, 
There is a mighty man, which wonnes hereby, 
That with moſt fell deſpight and deadly hate, 
Scekes to ſubvert her Crowne and digtuty 3 
And all his powre doth there-ynto apply: 
And her good Knights (of which ſo brauc a band 
Serues her, as any Princefle vnder sky) 
He citherſpoiles, ifth ”m_ him ſtand, 

Orto his part allures, and bribeth vnder haud. 


I 

Ne him ſufficeth all the ons and 11] 

Which he vnto her people does each day, 

But that he ſeekes by traytrous traities to ſpill 

Her perſon, and her ſacred (elfeto ſlay : 

That © yee heauens defend, and turhe away 

From her, vnto the miſcreant himſelfe, 

T hat neither hath religion nor fay, 

But makes his God of his vngodly pelfe, 
And Idols ferues ; ſo lethis Idols ſerue the Elfe, 
Bb 3. 
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To all which cruelItyranny, they lay, 
Heis prouok't, wh ſtird vp 1 x4 night 
By his bad wife, that hight Adicia, 
Who counfe]s him (through'confidence of might) 
To breake all bonds of law, andrules of right. 
For,ſhe her ſelfe profefleth morrtall foe 
To Iuſtice, and againſt her ſtill doth fight, 
Working to all thatloue her, deadly woe, 

And making all her Knights and people to doeſo. 


| 21 

Which my liege Lady ſeeing, thoughtit beſt, 
With that his wife in friendly wile to deale, 
For ſtint of ſtrife, and ſtabliſhment of reſt 
Both to her ſelfe, and to her Common-weale, 
And all — diſpleaſures to repeale. 
So mein meſſage vnto her ſhe ſent, 
To treat with her by way of enterdeale, 
Of finall peace and faireattonement, 

Which might concluded be by mutuall conſent. 


22 

All times haue wont ſafe paſſage to aFord 
To meflengers, that comefor cauſes inſt : 
But this proud Dame, diſdayning all accord, 
Not onely into bitter tearmes forth bruſt, 
Reuiling me,and rayling as ſheluſt; 
But laſtly, to make proofe of vemoſt ſhame, 
Melikea dogge ſhe out of dores did thruſt, 
Miſcalling me by many a bitter name, 

That neuer did her ill, ne once deſerued blame. 


San 
Andlaſtly, that no ſhame rajpht wanting be, 
WhenlT was gone, ſooneafter me ſhe ſent 
Theſe two falſe Knights, whom there ye lying ſee, 
To be by them dishonoured and ſhent : 
But thankt be God, and your good hardiment, 
They haue theprice of their owne folly payd. 
So ſaid this Damzell, that hight Samient 3 
And to thoſe knights, for their ſo noble ayd, 
Her ſelfe moſt gratefull ſhew'd, & heapedthanks repaid. 


24 
But they, now haning throughly heard and ſeene 


All thoſe great wrongs, thewhich that maid complained 


To haue been done againſt her Lady Queene, 
By thatproud Dame, which herſo much diſdained, 
Were moued much thereat, and twixtthem fained, 
With all their force to worke auengement ſtrong 
Vpon the Souldan ſelfe, which it maintained; 
And on his Lady, th'author of that wrong, 

And vpon all thoſe Knightsthar did toher belong. 


25 
But,thinking beſt by counterfetdiſguiſe 
To theirdeſeigneto make the eafier way, 
They didthis complot twixtthemſclues deuiſe; 
Firſt, that fir Arthegall ſhould himarray, 
Like one of thoſe two Knights which "of there lay. 
And then that Damzell, the ſad Samient, 
Should as his purchaſt prize with him conuay 
Vato the Souldans Court, her to preſent 
Vato his ſcornefull Lady, that for her had ſent. 
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So, as they had deviz'd, fir Arthegall © 
Him clad in th'armour of a Pagan Knight, 
And taking with him, as his vanquiſht thrall, 
That Damzell, led her to the Souldans right. 
Where, ſoone as his proud wife ofher had fight 
(Forth of her window as ſhelooking lay) 
Shee weened ſtraightit was her Paynim Knight, 
Which broughtthatDamrzel], as his purchaſtpray; 
And ſent to him a Page, that mote direct bis way. 


| wu 
Who, bringing them to their appointed place, 
Offred his ſeruiceto difarme the Knight ; 
But he, refuſing him to letynlace, 
For doubtto be diſcouered by his fight, 
Kept himſelfe ſtill in hisſtrange armour dipht. 
Soone after whom,the Prirce arriued there; 
And ſending to the Souldan in deſpight 
A bold defiance, did of himrequere 
That Damzell, whom he held as wrongfull priſonere. 
| 8 


2 

Where-with, the Souldan all withfurie fraught, 
Swearing, and banning moſt blaſphemouſly, 
Commaunded ſtraight his armour to be brought; 
And mounting ſtrazght vpon a Charrethie, 
With iron wheeles and hookes arm'd dreadfully, 
And drawne of cruell ſteedes, which he had fed 
With fleſh ofmen, whom through fellryrannie 
Heflaughtred had, and erc they were halfe dead, 

Their bodies to his beaſts forprovender did ſpred. 


2 

So, forth hee came all in a hath of plate, 
Burniſht with bloudy ruſt; whiles on the Greene 
The Briton Prince him ready did await, 
In gliſtering armesright _ well beſeene, 
Thatſhone as bright, as doth the heauen ſheene; 
And by his ſtirrup Talusdid attend, 
Playing his Pages part, as he had beene 
Before directed by his Lord; to th'end 

He ſhould his flaile to finall execution bend. 

O 

Thus goe they both "REF. al their geare, 
With like fterce minds, but meanings different : 
For, the proud Souldan with preſumptuous cheare, 
And.countenanceſublimeand inſolent, 
Sought onely {laughter and avengement : 
But the brauc Prince for honour and for right, 
Gainſt tortious powre and lawlefle regiment, 
In the behalte of wronged weake did fight: 

More in his cauſes truth hetruſted then in might. 


I 
Like to the Thracian "IRE, t, who they lay 
Vnto his horſes gaue his gueſts for meat, 
Till he himſelfe was made their greedy pray, 
And torne in peeces by Alcides great. 
So thoughtthe Souldan in his tollies threat, 
Either the Prince in peeces to haue torne 
With his ſharpe wheeles, in his firſt rages heat, 
Orvnder his Heres horſes feethane borne (ſcorne. 
And trampled downein duſt his thoughts diſdained - 
ut 
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But the bold child that peril well eſpying, 
If he too raſhly to has Charer drew, 
Gaue way vnto his harſes ſpeedy flying, 
And thcirreſfiſtleſſe rigour did eſchew. 
Yet, as he paſſed by, the Pagan threw 
A ſhivering dart with ſo impetuous force, 
That had h enotitfhund with heedfull view, 
It had himſelfe transfixed,or his horſe, 
Or made them both one maſle withouten more remorſe, 


Oft drew the Prince ink Charer nigh, 
In hope ſome ſtroketo faſten on him neare ; 
But he was mounted in his ſeat ſo high, 
And his wing-footed courſers him did beare 
So faſt away, that ere his ready ſpeare 
He could aduance, he farre was gone and paſt. 
Yer ſtill he him did follow euery where, 
And followed was of him likewiſe full faſt; 
So long as in his ſteedes the flaming breath did laſt. 


Againe, the Paganthrew E 290 dart, 
Of which he had with him abundant ſtore, 
On euery {ide of his embatreld'cart, 
And of all other weapons lefle or more, 
Which warlike vſes had deuiz'd of yore. 
The wicked ſhaft guided through th'ayrie wide, 
By ſome bad ſpirit, that it to milchiefe bore, 
Stayd pot, till through his curat it:did glide, 
And made a grieſly woundin hisenriuen fide. 


Much was he gricued wickIockop! elſe throe, 
That opened had the well-ſpring of his blood; 
Bur much the more that to his hatefull foe 
He mote not come, to wreake his wrathfull mood. 
That made him raue, liketo aLyon wood, ' 
Which beeing wounded of the huntſmans hand 
Can not come neere him in the couert wood, 
Where hewith boughes hath built his ſhady ſtand, 
And fenc't himſc Ife about with many a flaming brand. 
; 6 
Still when he ſought vech vnto him nie, 
His Charet wheeles about him whirled round, 
And made him backe againe as faſt to flie ; 
And eke his ſteedes, like to an hungry hound, 
That hunting after game hath carrion found, 
So cruelly did him purſew and chace, 
That his good ſteed, all were he much renound 
For noble courage, andfor hardy race, 


Durſt not endure their fight, butfled from place to place. 


7 

Thus, long they trac't, Ga trauerſt to and fro, 
Secking by euery way to makeſome breach : 
Yet could the Prince not nigh vnto him goe, 
That one ſure ſtroke he might vnto him reach, 
Whereby his ſtrengthes aflay he might him teach, 
Atlaſt, from his victorious ſhield he drew 
The veile, which did his powrefull light empeach; 
And comming full before his horſes view, 


As they vpon himpreſt, it plaine to them did ſhew, 


8 

Likelightenigg flaſh, that hk the gazer burned, 
So didthe fight thereof their ſente diſmay, 
Thar backe againe vpon themlclues they turned, 
And with theirriderranne perforce away : 
Ne could the Souldane them from flying ſtay, 
With raines, or wonted rule, as well he knew. 
Nought feared they what he could doe or ay, 
But th*onely feare that was before their view ; 


From which, like mazcd Deare, dilmayfully they flew. 


Faſt did they flie, as them hor feet could beare, 
High over hilles, and lowely over dales, 
As they were follow'd of their former feare. 
In vaine the Pagan bannes, and ſweares,andrailes, 
And back with both his hands vnto him hailes 
The reſty raines, regarded now no more : 
Heto them calles and ſpeakes, yet nought auailes ; 
- They heare him not, they haue forgot hi slore, 
But go which way they liſt, their guide they haue forlore,, 


©) 
As when the Gen moni ſteeds, which drew 
The Sunnes bright waine to Phattons decay, 
Soone as they did the monſtrous Scorpion view, 
With vgly craples crawling in their way, 
The dreadfull fight did them ſo ſore atfray, 
That their well knowen courles they forwent; 
Andleading th'cuer-burning lampe aſtray, 
This lower world nigh all to afhes brent, 
And left their ſcorched path yet inthe firmament. 


I 
Such was the furie of theſe bend fron ſteeds, 
Soone as the Infants ſun-like ſhield they ſaw, 
That all obedience both to words and deeds 
They quite forgot, and ſcorndall former law ; 
Through woods,and rocks, and mountaines they did 
The iron Charet, and the wheeles did teare, (draw 
And toſt the Paynim, without feare orawe; 
From ſide to fide they toſt him hereand there, 
Crying to them in yaine, that n'ould his crying heare. 


42 

Yet ſtill the Prince purſew'd him cloſe behind, 

Oft making offer him to ſmite, but found 

No eafie meanes according to his mind. 

Atlaſt, they haucall over-throwne to ground 

Quite topiide turuey, and the Pagan hound 

Amongſttheiron hookes and grapples keene, 

Torne allto rags, andrent with many a wound; 

That no whole pecce of him was to be ſeene, 
But ſcattred all about, and ſtrow'd ypon the Greene. 


4 
Like as the curſed ſopneof Theſeus, 
That following his chace in deawy morne, 
To flic his ſtepdames loue outrageous, 
Of his owne ſteedes was all to peeces torne, 
And his fure limbs left in the woods forlorne; 
That for his {ake Diana did lament, 
And all the wooddy Nymphs did waile & mourne: 
So was this Souldanraptand all to rent, 
That of his ſhape appear'd nolittle monimenx. 
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Onely his ſhield and armour, which therelay, 
Though nothing whole, but all to brus'd and broken, 
He vp did take, and with him brought away, 
That mote remainefor an eternall token 
To all, mongſt whom this ſtory ſhould be ſpoken, 
How worthily, by heauens high decree, 
Tuſtice that day of wrong her ſelfc had wroken; 
That all men which thatſpeQtacle did ſee, 
By like enſample mote for cuer warned bee. 


45 
So, on a tree before the Tyrants dore, 
He cauſed them be hung in all mens fight; 
To bea moniment for euermore. 
Which when his Lady from the Caſtles hight 
Beheld, it much appall'd her troubled ſpright: 
Yetnot, as women wontin dolefull fit, 
She was diſmayd, orfainted engy affright, 
But gathered vnto her her troubled wit, 
And ganeftſoones deuiſeto be aveng'd for it. 
6 


4 
Straight downe ſhe ranne, likean enraged cow, 
Thatis berobbed of her youngling dere, 
With knife in hand, and fatally did vow, 
To wreake her on that mayden meſſengere, 
Whom ſhe had caus'd be kept as priſonere 
By Arthegall, miſween'd for her owne Knight, 
That brought her back. And comming preſent there, 
She at her ran with all her force and might, 
All laming with reuenge and furious deſpight : 


7 
Like raging Ino, when whirknts in hand 
She threw her husbands murdred infant out ; 
Or fell Medea, when on Colchicke ſtrand 
Her brothers bones ſhe ſcattered all about ; 
Or as that madding mother, mongſt the rout 
Of Bacchus Prieſts her owne deare fleſh did teare. 
Yet neither 1ns, nor Medea ſtout, 
Nor all the Menades fofurious were, 
As this bold woman, when ſhe {aw that Damzell there. 


©) 
Then Arthegall, himſelfe d; couering prone, 


48 


But Arthegall, becing thereof aware, 


Did ſtay her cruell hand, ere ſhe herraught, 
Andas ſhe did her ſelfe to ſtrikeprepare, 

Out of her fiſt the wicked weapon caught: 
With thar, like oneenfelon'd or diſtraught, 
She forth did rome, whither her rape her bore, 
With frantick paſſion, and with furie fraught; 
And breaking forth out atapoſternedore, 


Vato the wilde wood ran, herdoloursto deplore: 


4 
As a bad bitch, when as the Kaneick fic 


Her burning tongue with rage inflamed hath, 
Doth runne at randon, and with furious bit 
Snatching ateuery thing, doth wreake her wrath 
On man and beaſt that commeth in her path. 
There they doe ſay, that ſhe transformed was 
Into a Tigre, and that Tigresſcath 

In crueltie and outrage ſhe did paſs, 


To proue her ſurname true, that ſhe impoſed has. 


5 


Did iflue torth gain(t all that war-like rout 

Of Knights wa armed men, which did maintaine 
That Ladies part, and to the Souldan lout : 

All which he did aſſault with courage ſtout, 

All were they nigh an RE _ of vame, 
And like wilde Goates them chaced all abour, 
Flying from place to place with coward ſhame, 


So thatwath finall force them albhe oucrcame. 


FL 
Then cauſed he the gates beopened wide; 


And there the Prince, as Victor of that day, 

With triumph entertain'd andglorifide, 

Preſenting him with all therich array, 

And royallpompe, which there long hidden lay, 
Purchaſt through lawleſſe powre and tortious wrong 
Of that proud Souldan, whom he earſt didſlay. 

So, both, for reſtthere hauing ſtaid notlong 


Marcht with that mayd, fit matter for another ſong. 
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. 
Hat Tigre, or what other ſaluage wight 
Is ſo exceeding furious and fell, (might 2 
As wrong, when it hath arm'd it ſelfe vvith 
My 'Not fit mongſt men, that do with reaſon mell, 
But mongſt wilde beaſts and ſaluagewoods to dwell; 
Where ſtill the ſtronger doth the weake deuoure, 
And they thatmoſtin boldneſfle doe excell, 
Are dradded moſt, and feared for their powre : 
Fit for Adicia, there to build her wicked bowre. 
2 
There let her wonne farrefrom reſort of men, 
Where righteous Arthegall her late exiled; 
There let hereuer keepe her damned den, 
Where none may be with her lewd parts defiled, 
Nor none but beaſts may be of her deſpoyled : 
And turne we to the noble Prince, where = 
We did him leaue, after that he had foyled 
The cruel! Souldan, and with dreadfull fate 
Had vtterly {ubverted his vorighteous ſtate. 


Where, hauing with Sir DS Oy a ſpace 
Well ſolac'tin that Souldans late delight, 
They both refoluing now to leaue the place, 
Both it and all the wealth therein bchight 
Vnto that Damzell in her Ladies right, 
And ſo would haue departed on their way. 
But ſhee them woo'd by all the meanes ſhe might, 
And carneſtly beſought, to wend that day 
With her, to ſee her Lady thence not farre away. 


4 

By whoſe entreatie both they, overcommen, 

Agree to goe with her, and by the way 

(As often falles) of ſundry things did commen. 

Mongſt which, that Damzell did to them bewray 

A ſtrange adventure, which not farrethence lay ; 

To weet, a wicked villaine, hold and ſtout, 

Which wonned in arocke notfarre away, 
| That robbed all the Country there about, (out. 

» Andbroughtthepillage home, whence none could getir 
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Arthur and Arthegall catch Guile, 
whom Talus doth diſmay: 

They to Mercillaes palace come, 
and ſee her rich array. 


I 
hari 


Thereto, both his owne wiſte wit, ſhe ſaid, 
And cke the faſtneſle of his dwelling place, 
Both vnaſlailable, gaue him great 3] : 
For heo crafty was to forge and face, 
So light of hand, and nimble ofhis paſe, 5 
So ſmooth of tongue, and ſubtile in his tale, 
That could deceiue one looking in his face; 
Therefore by name Malenginthey him call, 
Well knowen by his feates, and famous ouer all. 


6 
Through theſe his lights he many doth confound, 
And eke the rocke, in which he wonts to dwell, 
Is wondrous ſtrong, and hewen farre ynder ground 
A dreadfull depth, how deepe no mancan tell; 
But ſome doe ay, it goeth downe to hell. 
And all within, it full of windings is, 
And hidden wayes, that ſcarce an hound by ſmell 
Can follow out thoſe falſe foot-ſteps of his, 


Ne none can back returne, that once are gone amils. 


7 
Which when thoſe knights had heard,their harts gan 
To vnderſtand that villaines dwelling place, (yearne, 
And greatly it defir'd of her to learne, 
And by which way they towards it ſhould trace. 
Were not, ſaid ſhe, thatit ſhould ler your paſe 
Towards my Ladiespreſence by you meant, 
I would you guide direGtly to the place. 
Then letnot thar, ſaid they, ſtay your intent. 
For, neither will one foot, till we that Carle haue hent. 
8 
So, forth they paſt, till they approched nie 
Vnto the rock wherewas the villaines won. 
Which when the Damzell neere at hand did ſpy, 
She warn'd the Knights thereof : who there-vpon 
Gan to advize, what beſt were to be done. 
So both agreed to {end that mayd afore, 
Where ſhe might fit nigh to the denalone, 
Wayling, and rayſing pittifull vprore, 
As if ſhe did ſame greatcalamitic deplore. wo 
Vit 
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With noyſe whereof, wh = the caytiue Carle 
Should iflne forth, in hope to find ſome ſpoyle, 
They in await would cloſely him enſnarle, 
Ereto his den he backward could recoyle, 
And ſo would hope him eaſily to foile. 
The Damzell ſtraight went, as ſhe was direCted, 
Vnto therock; and there,vpon the ſoile 
Hauing her ſelte in wretched wiſe abieted, _ 
Gan weepe and walle, as if great griefe had her affeCted. 
IO 
The cry whereof, entring the hollow Caue, 
Eftſoones brought forth the villaine, as they ment, 
With hope of her ſome wiſhfull boot to haue. 
Full dreadfull wight he was,as cuer went 
Vpontheearth, with hollow eyes deepepent, 
And long curld locks, that dow ne hisſhoulders ſhag- 
And on bis backe an vncouth veſtiment (ged, 
Made of ſtrange ſtutfe, bur all ro worne and ragged; 
And vnderneath, his breech was all to torne and 1agged. 


II 

And in his hand an hugelong ſtaffe he held, 

Whoſe top wasarm'd with many an iron hooke, 

Fit to catch hold of al{ that he could weld, 

Or inthe compaſle of his clouches tooke 

And euer round abouthe caſt his looke.” 

Als athis backe a-great wide net he bore, 

With which he Teldome fiſhed at the brooke, 

But vs*d to fiſh for fooles onthe dry ſhore, 
Of which he in faire weather wontto take great ſtore. 


I2 

Him when the Damrzell ſawfaſt by her fide, 

So vely creature, ſhe was nigh diſmaid; 

And now for helpe aloud in carneſt cride. 

But when the villaine ſaw her ſo affraid, 

He gan with guilefull wards her to perſwade 

Tobaniſh feare: and with Sardonian{mile 

Laughing on her, his falſeintent to ſhade, 

Gan forth to lay his bayte her to beguile, 
That from her felfe vnwares he might her ſtealethe while. 


Regs 
Like as the Fowleron his ouilefull pipe . 

Charmes to the birds full many a pleaſant lay, 

That they the whiles may take lefle heedy keepe, 

How h<his ners doth fortheir ruine lay : 

Sodid thevillaineto her prate and play, 

And many pleaſanttricks before her ſhowe, 

To turne her eyes from his intent away : 

For, he in leights and iuggling feates did flowe, 
And of legier-de-mainethe myſteries did knowe. 


I4 

To which,whil'ſt ſhe lent herintentiue mind, 

He ſuddenlyhisner _ herthrew, 

That over-{prad her like a puffe of wind ; 

And ſnatching her ſoone vp,cre well ſhe knew, 

Ran with her faſt away vnto his mew, 

Crying for helpe aloud. But when as nie 

He came vnto bis Caue, and there did view 
Thearmed knights, ſtopping his paſſage by, 
He threw his burden downe, and faſt away did flie. 


I 
But Arthesall, him after Py ES 
Thewhules the Prince there keprtthe entrance till : 
Vpto therocke he ran, and thereon flew 
Like wilde Goat, leaping from hill to hill, 
And dauncing on the craggy cliffes atwill; 
That deadly dangerſeem'd in all mens ſight, 
To tempt ſuch ſteps, where footing was fo ill ; 
Ne ought auailed for the armed kmghr, 
To thinke to follow him, that was ſo {wift and light. 
16 
Which when he ſaw, his iron man he ſent 
To follow him; for,he was ſwift in chace. 
He him purſewd where-cuerthat he went, 
Both over rocks, and hilles, and euery place, 
Where-ſo he fled, he followd him apace: 
Sothat heſhortly forc*t him to forſake 
The height,and downe deſcend vnto'the baſe. 
There he him courſt afreſh, and ſoone did make 
Toleaue his properforme, and other ſhape to take. 


I7 
Into a Foxe himſelfe he firſt did rourne; 
But he him hunted like a Fox full faſt : 
Then to a buſh himſelfe he did transforme; 
But hethe buſh did beat, till that at laſt 
Into a bird it chang'd, and from him paſt, 
Flying from tree to tree, from wand to wand : 
But hethen ſtones at it{o long did caſt, 
Thatlikea ſtone itfellvpon the land, 
But he then tooke ityp,and held faſt in his hand. 
18 
So he it brought with him vnto the knights, 
And to his Lord Sir Arthegall it lent, 
Warning him hold itfaſt, for feare of flights. 
Who whil ſtin hand it griping hard he hent, 
Into a Hedgehoggeall ynwares it went, 
And prickthim fo,that he away it threw. 
. Then gan it runne away incontinent, 
Beeingreturned to his former hew : 
But Taius ſoone him over-tooke, and backward drew. 


I 
But, when as he would to a =, againe 
Haueturn'd himſelfe, he with his iron flaile 
Gan driueathim, with ſo huge might and maine, 
Thar all his bones, as {mall as ſandy graile 
He broke, and did his bowels diſentraile; 
Crying in vainefor help, when help was paſt. 
Sodiddeceitthelelfe deceiuer fuile, 
There they him left a carrion out-caſt, 
For beaſts and fowles to feed ypon fortheirrepaſt, 


20 

Thence, forth they paſſed with thar gentle Maid, 
To ſee her Lady, as they did agree. 
To which when ſhe approched, thus ſhe ſaid ; 
Lo, now, right noble Knights, arriu'd yee bee 
Nigh to theplace which ye defir'd to ſee: 
There ſhall ye ſee my ſoueraigne Lady Queene, 
Moſt ſacred wight, moſt debonaire and free, 
That euer yetvponthis earth was ſeene, 

Or that with Diademe hath cuer crowned beene. 


The 
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The gentle Knights reioyced muchto heare 
The praiſes of that Prince ſo manifold ; 
And paſſing littlefurther, commen were, 
Where they a ſtately Palace did behold, 
Ofpompous ſhowe, much morethen ſhe had told; 
With many towres, and tarras mounted hie, 
Andall their tops bright gliſtering with gold, 
That ſeemed to out-ſhine the dimmed ky, 


And with their brightneſle daz'd the ſtrange beholders eye. 


22 
There they, alighting, by that Damzell were 

Directed in, and ſhewed all the ſight: 

Whoſe porch, that moſt _ did appeare, 

Stood open wide to all men _ night; 

Yet warded well by one of mickle might, 

That ate thereby, with giant-hke reſemblance, 

To keepe out gule, and malice, and deſpight, 

Thatvnder ſhewe oft-times of fained ſemblance, 
Are wont in Princes Courts to worke great ſcathe and hin- 

23 (drance. 

His name was Awe by whom they paſling in 

Went vp the hall, that was a _ wideroome, 

All full of people making troublous din, 

And wes noylſe,as if that there were ſome, 

Which vnto them was dealing righteous doome. 

By whom they paſſing through the thickeſt preace, 

The Marſhall of the hall to them did come; 

His name hight Order, who commaunding peace, 
Them guided through the throng, that did their clamors 

24 (cealle. 

They ceaſttheir clamors, vpon them to gaze; 

Whom ſeeing all in armour bright as day, 

Strange there to ſee, it did them much amaze, 

And with vnwonted terror halfe aftray. 

For, neuerſawethey there the like array. 

Ne cuer was the name of warre there ſpoken, 

But ioyous peace and quictneſle alway, 

Dealing juſt iudgements, that mote not be broken 
For any bribes,or threats of any to be wroken. 


25 
There as they entred at the Scriene, they ſaw 
Some one, whoſe tongue was for his treſpaſſe vile 
Nayld to a poſte, adiudged ſo by law : 
For that there-with hefalſcly did reuile, 
And foule blaſpheme that _ for forged guile, 
Both with bold fpeeches, which he blazed had, 
And with lewd poems, which he did compile; 
For, the bold title of a Poet bad 
Fc on himſelfehad ta'en, and rayling rimes had ſprad. 
6 


2 
Thus, there he ſtood, whilſt high over his head, 
There written was thepurport of his ſin, 
In cyphers ſtrange,that few couldrightly read, 
BON FONS: butbor that once had written ban, 
Was raced out, and Mal was nowputin. 
So now Malfont was plainely to be red; 
Either for th'ewill, which he did therein, 
Or that helikened was toa V Vell-hed 
Of cuill words, and wicked flanders by him ſhed. 


27 
They,paſling by, wereguided by degree 
Vnto the preſence of that gratious Queene: 
Who ſate on high, that ſhe mighrallmen ſee, 
And might of all men royally be feene, 
Vpon athrone of gold full bright and ſheene, 
Adorned all with gemmes of endlefle price, 
Aseither mightfor wealth haue gotten beene, 
Or could befram'd by workmans rare deuice; 
And all etmboſt with Lions, and with Flour-delice. 
28 
All oyerher a cloth of ſtate was ſpred, 
Not ofrichtiflew, nor of clot of gold, 
Nor of oughtelſe,thatmay bericheltrcd, 
Butlikea clowd, as likeſt may betold, 
That her broad ſpreading wings did wide vnfold ; 
Whoſe skirts were bordred with bright ſunny beames, 
Gliſtring like gold, amongſtthe plights enrold, 
And hereand there ſhooting forth filuer ſtreames, 
Mongſt which creprlittle Angels through the glittering 
29 (gleames. 
Seemed thole little Angels did vphold 
The cloth of State, and on their purpled wings 
Did beare thependants, through their nimbleflc bold : 
Beſides a thouſand more of ſuch, as ſings 
Hymnes to high God, and carols heauenly things, 
Encompaſled thethrone, on which ſhe fate : 
She Angel-like, the heire of ancient Kings 
And mighty Conquerors, incoyall ſtate, 
Whilſt Kings and Keſars at her fect did them proſtrate. 


© 
Thus ſhe did fitin Cucaigns Maieſtic, 
Holding a Scepter in her royall hand, 
The ſacred pledge of peace and clemencie, 
With which high God had bleſther happy land, 
Maugreſo many foes, which did withftand. 
But at her feet her ſword was likewiſelayd, 
Whoſelong reſt ruſted the bright ſteely brand; 
Yetwhen as foes enforc't, or friends ſought ayde, 
She couldit ſternely draw, that all the world diſmaide. 


I 
And round about, before ks feet there late 
A beauie of faire Virgins clad in white, 
That goodly ſeem'd t'adorne her royall ftate, 
All louely daughters of bigh Jowe,that hight 
Lite, b Pim begot in loues _ 
Vpon the righteous Thems 2 thoſe they ſay, 
Vpon Toves 1udgement ſeat wait day and night, 
And when in wrath he threats the worlds decay, 
They doe his anger calme, and cruell vengeance ſtay. 


2 
They alſo doe by his Sinn permiſſion 
Vpon thethrones of mortall Princes tend, 
And often treat forpardon and remiſſion 
To ſuppliants, through frailtie which offend. 
Thoſe did vpon Mercillaes throne attend : 
Inſt Dice,wile Exnomie, mild Etrene; 
Andthem amoneſt, her glory tocommend, 
Sate goodly Temperance 11 garments clene, 
And ſacred Rewerence, yborne of heaucnly ſtrene, | 
Thuz 
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Thus did ſhe fit inroyall rich eſtate, 
Admir'd of many, honoured of all; 
Whil't vaderneath her feer, there as ſhe fate, 
An huge great Lion lay, that mote appall 
An hardy courage, like captiued thrall, 
With a ſtrong iron chaine and coller bound, 
That once he could not moue, nor quich ar all; 
Yet did he murmure with rebellious ſound, 

And ſoftly royne, when ſaluage choler ganredound. 


4 
So, ſitting high in dradded Gataſqutic, 
Thoſetwo ſtrange Cnigpes were to her preſence 
Who, bowing lowe before her Maieſtic, 
Did to her mulde obeylance, as they ought, 
And meekeſt boone, thatthey imagine mought. 
To whom ſhe ekeinclyning her withall, 
As a faire ſtoupe of her high ſoaring thought, 
A chearefull countenance on them let fall, 
Yet tempred with ſome maieſticimperiall. 


5 
As thebrightſunne, what ine hisfleryteame 
Towards the weaſterne brim begins to draw, 
Gins to abate the brightneſle ofthis beame, 
And feruour of his flames ſome-what adaw : 
So did this mighty Lady, when ſhe ſaw 
Thoſe two ſtrange knights ſuch homage to her make, 
Bate ſome-whart of that Majeſtic and awe, 
Thatwhylome wonttodoe ſo many quake, 
And with more milde aſpe@tholetwo to entertake. 
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Now, at that inſtant, as occaſion fell, | 
Whentheſerwo ſtranger knights arriu'd inplace, . 
Shee was about affaires of Common-weale, 
Dealing of Iuſtice with indifferent grace, 

And hearing pleas of people meaneand baſe. 
Mongſtwhich as then, there was forto be heard 
Therryall of a great and weighty caſe, 

Which on both ſides was then debating hard : 

But atthe ſight of theſe, thoſe were awhile debard. 

7 
But, after all her princely Lake, 
Toth":earing of that former cauſein hand, 
Herſc:fe eftſoones ſhe gan conuert againe ; | 
Which, thatthoſe knights likewiſe mote yaderſtand, 
And witnefle forth aright in forraine land, 
Takipg them vp vnto her ſtately throne, 
Where they mote heare the matter throughly ſcand 
Oa cither part, ſheplacedth'one on th'one, 
The other on the other fide, and neere them none. 
8 
Then was there brought, - priſoner to the barre, 
A Lady of great countenance and place, 
But that ſhe ir with foule abuſe did marre; 
Yet did appearerare beauty in her face, 
But bl _—_ with condition vile and baſe, 
That all her other honourdid abſcure, 
And titles of nobilitiedeface: 
Yet,in that wretched ſemblant,ſhe did ſure 
The peoples great compaſiion vnto herallure. 


(brought | 


Then vp aroſe aperſon of Goe reach, | 
And rare in-ſight, hard matters to reveale; (ſpeach 
That well could charme his rongue. and time his 
Toall aſlaies; hisname was called Zegle-: 

He ganthat Lady ſtrongly to appeale 
Of many hainous crimes, by her enured; 
And with ſharpereafons rang her ſuch apeale, 
That thoſe, whom ſheto pirty had allured, 
He now tabhorre and loath her perſon had procured. 


40 

Firſt, gan he tell, how this that ſeem'd ſo faire 

And royally arrayd, Daeſſa hight, 

That falſe Dueſſa, which had wrought great care, 

And mickle miſchiefe vnto many a knight, 

By her begwiled, and confounded qui = : 

Bur notfor thoſe ſhe now in queſtion came, 

Thoughalſothoſe mote queition'd be aright, 

Bur for vile treaſons, and outrageous ſhame, 


Which ſhe againſt the drad Mercilla oft did frame. 


41 
For, ſhe whylome (as ye mote yet right well 
Remember) had her counſels falſe conlpired, 
With fuirhlefſe Blandamoar and Paridell 
(Both two her paramours, both by her hired, 
And both with hope of ſhadowes vaine inſpired) 
And with them praCtiz'd, how for to depriuc 
Mercilla of her Crowne, by her aſpired, 
Thar ſhe might itvnto her ſelfe deriue, 
And triumph in their blood, whom ſhe to death did driue. 


E 42 
But through high heauens grace (which fauournor 

The wicked drifts of trayterous deſignes, 

Gainſt loyall Princes) all this curſed plot, 

Ere proofe it tooke, diſcouered was betimes, 

And th'a&ors won the meed meet for theircrimes. 

Such be the meed of all, that by ſuch meane 

Voro the type of kingdomes title climes. 

Bur falſe Dueſſz, now vntitled Queene, | 
Was brought to her ſad dootne,as here was to be ſcene. 


4 
Strongly did Zeale her hainann fact enforce, 

And many other crimes of foule defame 

Againſt her brought, to baniſh allremorſe, 

And agorauarte the horror of her blame. 

And with him to make part againſt her, came 

Many graue perſons, that againſt her plead 

Firſt, was aſage old Sire, thathad to name 

The Kingdomes care, with a white filuer head, 
That many high regards and reaſons gainſt herread. 


4 
Then, gan Authority herto apc 

With peremptory powre, that made all mutez 

And then the law of Nations gainſt her roſe, 

And rcaſons brought, thatno man couldrefute; 

Next, gan Religion gainſt herto impute 

High Gods beheaft, and powre of holy lawes ; 

Then gan the _— cry,and Commons fue, 

Imporrune care of their ownepublique cauſe ; 
And laſtly, T»/tice charged her with breach of lawes. 

But 
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45 
But then for her, on the contrary part, 


Roſe many aduocates for herto plead: 

Firſt there came Pittte, with full tender heart, 

And with her joyn'd Regard of woman-head; 

And then came Dangerthreatning hidden dread, 
And high alliance vnto forren Powre; 

Then came Nobility of birth, thatbread 

Great ruth through her misfortunes tragicke ſtowre 3 


Andlaſtly Griefe did plead, and many teares forth powre- 
6 


With the necre touch wheat in tender heart 
The Briton Prince was fore empaſſionate, 
And woxe inclined much vnto for part, 
Through the {ad terror of ſo dreadfull fate, 
And wretched ruine of fo high eſtate ; 
That for greatruth his courage gan relent. 
Which when as Zeleperceiued to abate, 
He gan hisearneſt feruourto augment, | 
And many feartull obiects to them to preſent. 
47 
He gan t'efforce the euidence anew, 
And new accuſements to produce inplace : 
He broughtforth that old Hag of helliſh hew, 
The curled Ate, brought hertace to face, 
Who privie was, and party inthe caſe: 
She, glad of ſpoile and ruinous decay, 
Did her appeach, and to hermore diſgrace, 
The plot of all herpraftice did diſplay, 
And all her traynes, and all her treafons Ch did lay. 
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£ Ome Clarkes doe doubt in their deuicefull art, 
&S. Whether this heauenly thing, whereof Ireat, 
z * Toweceten Mercy, be of Iuſtice part, 

Oc drawneforth from her by diuine extreate. 
This well I wote, that ſure ſhe 1s as great, 
And meriteth to haueas high aplace, 
Sith in th Almighries euerlaſting ſeat 
She firſt was bred, and borne of heauenlyrace ; 


From thence pour'd dowhie on men, by influence of grace. 
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Prince Arthur takes the enterprize_- 
For Belze for to fight: 

Gerioneos Seneſchall 
He ſlayes in Belges right. 
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Then brought he forth, wh orieſly grim aſpe, 
Abhorred Murder, who with bloudy knife 
Yet dropping freſh in hand did her dete&. 
And there with yy bloud-ſhed charged ryfe : 
T hen broughtheforth Sedition, breeding ſtrife 
In troublous wits, and mutinous vp-rore: 
Then brought he forth Incontinence of life, 
Euen foule:Adwterie her face before, 

Andlewd 1mpiette, that her accuſed ſore. 


Allwhich when as the Prin has heardand ſeene, 
His former fancies ruth he gan repent, 
And from her partie eftſoones was drawen cleane. 
But Arthegall,with conſtantfirm intent, 
Forzeale of Iuſtice wasagainſt her bent. 
So was ſhe guilty deemed of them all. 
Then Zele began to vrge her puniſhment, 
And to their Queenetor indgementloudly call, 
Vnto Mercilla myid for Iuſtice gainſtthe thrall. 
5O 
But ſhe, whoſe Princely breaſt was touched neare 
With pitcous ruth of herſo wretched plight, 
Though plaine ſhe ſawe by all, that ſhe did heare, 
T hat ſhe of death was guilty found by right, 
Yet would not let 1uſt vengeance on herlight ; 
Butrather letin ſtead thereof to fall 
Few perling drops from her faire lampes of light ; 
The which ſhe couering with her purplepall 
Would haue the paſſion hid, and vp arole withall. 
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For, if that Vertue be of ſo greatmight, 

Which fromiuſt verdict will for nothing ſtart, 

But to preſerue inuiolated right, 

Ofc ſpilles the principall, ro ſaue the part; 

So much more then 1s that of powreand art, 

That ſeckes to ſaue the ſubieCt of her $kill, 

Yetncuer doth from doome of right depart : 

As it is greater praylſeto ſaue, then ſpill, 
And betterto reforme, then to cut-off the ili. ;6 
Cc Whe 
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Who then canthee, M well rhroughly praiſe, 
That herein do'ſt all earthly Princes paſs ? | 
What heauenly Mule ſhall thy great honour rayſe 
Vpto the skies, whence firſt deny'd it was, 
And now onearth it ſelfe enlarged has, 
From th'vtmoſt brinke of the .Armericke ſhore, 
Vnto the margent of the Molucas ? | 
Thoſe Nations farre thy iuſtice do adore : 

But thine owne peopledo thy mercy prayſe much more. 


4 

Much more it prayſed was of thoſe two knights; 
The noble Prince, and righteous Arthegall, 
When they had ſeene and heard her doom arights 
Againſt Dueſſa, damned by them all ; 
Bur by her terpred without gricfe or gall, 
Till ftrong conſtraintdid herthereto enforce. 
And yeteuen thenruing her wilfullfall, 
With more then needfull naturallremorſe 

And yeelding the laſt honour to her wretched corle. 


During all which, thoſe keen continu'd there, 
Both doing and receiuing courteſies, 
Of thatgreat Lady, who with goodly cheare 
Them entertayn'd, fit for their dignities, 
Approuing daily to their noble eyes 
Royall examples of hermercies rare, 
And worthy paterns of her clemencies; 
Which tillthis day mongſt many liuing are, 
Who them to their poſterines doe ſtill declare. 


6 
Amongſt the reſt, which in that ſpace befell, 
There came two Springals of full render yeares, 
' Farre thence from forrein land, where they did dwell, 
To ſeek for ſuccour of her and her Peares, 
With humbleprayers and intreartull teares 
Sentby their mother, who a widowe was, 
Wraprtin greatdolours and in deadly feares, 
By a ſtrong Tyrant, who inuaded has 
Her land,and Qlaine her childrenrucfully, alas : 


Her name was Belge, who in former age 
A Lady of great worth and wealth had been, 
And mother of afruitfull heritage, 
Euen ſeuenteene goodly ſonnes ; which who had ſeene 
In theit firſt lowre, beforethis farall teene 
Them ouertooke, and their faire blofſomes blaſted , 
More happy mother would her urcly weene, 
Then famous Niobe, before ſhe taſted 
Latonaes childrens wrath, that all her iſſue waſted. 
8 
But this fell Tyrant, through his tortious powre, 
Had left her now burfiue of all thatbrood: 
For, twelueof them he did by times deuoure, 
And to his Idols ſacrifice their bloud, 
Whyl'ſt he of none was ſtopped, nor withſtood, 
For, ſoothly he was one of matchleſle might, 
Of horrible aſpect, and dreadfull mood, 
And hadthree bodies in one waſte empight, 
And th'armes andlegs of three, to ſuccour him in fight. 
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And ſooth they ſay, that he ps borne and brad 
Of Gyants race, theſonne of Geryon, 
He that whylomein Spaine ſo fore was drad, 
For his huge powreand great oppreſſion, 
Which brought thatland to his ſubieRtion, 
Through his three bodies powre, in one combyn'd; 
And ckeall ſtrangers in that region 
Arryuing, to his kyne forfood aflynd; 
The fayreſt kyne aliue, but of the fierceſt kynd. 


10 
For, they were all, they ſay, of purple hew, 
Kept by a cow-heard, hyght Eurytion. 
A cruell carle, the which kf ſtrangers ſlew, 
Ne day nor night did ſleepe, t'attend them on, 
But walkt about them euer and anone, 
With his two headed dogge, that Orthrus hight; 
Orthrus begotten by great Typhaon, 
And foule Echidna, in the houſe of ni ght; 
But Hercules them all did overcome in fight. 
II 
His ſonne was this, Geryonzo hight: 
Who, after that his monſtrous father fell 
Vader Alcidesclub, ftreight took his flight 
From that ſad land,wherc he his fire did quell, 
And came to this, where Zelgethen did dwell, 
And floniſhin all wealth and happineſle, 
Being then new made widowe (as befell) 
After her noble husbands late decealc ; 
Which gauebeginning to her woe and wretchednefle. 


12 

T hen this bold tyrant, of her widow-head 
Taking aduantage, and her yetfreſh wocs, 
Himſclfe and ſeruice to her offered, 
Her to defend againſt all forrein foes, | 
That ſhould their powre againſt her right oppoſe, 
Whercof the glad,now needin ſtrong defence , 
Him entertayn'd, and did her champion choſe : 
Which barks vs'd with carefull diligence,. 

The better to confirme her fearelefle confidence. 


I 

By meanes whereof, ſhe id arlaſt commit 
All to Bis hands, and gaue him ſoueraine powre 
To do, what-cuer he thought good or fir. 
Which hauing got, he gan forth from that howre 
To ſtirre vp ſtrife, and many a Tragicke ſtowre, 
Giuing her deareſt children one by one 
Vato adreadfull Monſter to deuoure, 
And ſetting yp an Idole of his owne, 

The image K. his monſtrous parent Geryone. 

I4 

So tyrannizing,and oppreſling all, 
The woctull widow had no meanes now left, 
Bur vnto gracious great Mercilla call 
For ayde, againſt that cruell Tyrants theft, 
Ereall her children he from her had reft. 
Therefore theſe two, her eldeſt ſonnes, ſhe ſens 
To ſeck for ſuccour of this Ladies gieft: 
Towhom theirſute they humbly did preſent, 

Tn tlhearing of full many Knights and Ladies gent. 

Amongſt 
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Amongſt the which, then fortuned to be 
The noble Briton Prince, with his braue Peare ; 
Who when he none of all thoſe knights did ſee 
Haſtily bent thatenterpriſe to heare, 
Nor vndertake the ſame, for coward feare, 
He ſtepped forth with courage bold and great, 
Admyr'd of all the reſt in preſence there, 
And humbly gan that mighty Queeneentreat, 
To grant him that aduenture for his former feat. 
16 
She gladly granted it: then he, ſtraight way, 
Himſelfe vnto his iourney gan prepare. 
And all his armours ready dight that day, 
Thatnought the morrow next mote ſtay his fare. 
The morrow next appear'd, with purple hayre 
Yer dropping freſh'out of the Indianfount, 
And bringing lightinto the heauens faire, 
When he wasready to his ſteed to mount, 
Vnto his way, which now was all his care and count. 


I7 
Thentaking humble leane of thatgreat Queene, 
Who gaue him royall giftes and riches rare, 
As tokens of her thankfull mind beleene, 
And leauing Arthegall to his owne care; 
Vpon his yoyagetorth he gan to fare, 
With thoſe two gentle youths, which him did guide, 
And all his way before him ſtill prepare. 
Ne after him did Arthegallabide, 
But on his firſt aduenture torward forth did ride. 
18 
Itwas notlong , till that the Prince arriucd 
Within the land, where dweltthat Lady ſad, 
Whereof that Tyrant had her now deprived, 
And into moores and marſhes baniſht had, 
Ourof the pleaſant ſoyle, and Cities glad, 
In which ſhe wontto harbour happily : 
Fut now his cruclty ſo loreſhe drad, 
 Thatto thoſe fennes for faſtneſle ſhe did fly, 
And there her ſelfe did hide from his hard tyranny. 
| = 
There he her found in ſorrowe and diſmay, 
Allfolitarie without liuivg wight; 
For,all her other children, through aftray, 
Had hid themſelues, or taken further flight: 
And eke her ſelfe through tudden ftrange aftright, 
When one in armes "5, ny began to fly; 
But when her owne two {onnes ſhe had 1n ſight, 
She gantake heart, and looke vp ioyfully : 
For, well ſhe wiſt this Knightcame, ſuccourto ſupply. 
20 
And running vnto them with greedy 1oyes, 
Fell ſtreight about their neckes, as they did kneele: 
And burſting forth in teares; Ah my ſweet boyes, 
Sayd ſhe, yet now E-gin new life to feele, 
And feeble ſpirits, that gan faint andrecle, 
Now riſe againe, at this your ioyous ſight. 
Already ſeems that Fortunes headlong wheele 
Begins to turne, and ſunne to ſhine more bright 
Then it was wont, through comfortof this noble knight. 
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Then turning vnto him; And you Sir knight, 
Sayd ſhe, thattaken haue this toyleſome paine 
For wretched woman, miſerable wight, 
May youin heauen immorrall guerdon gaine 
For ſo greattrauell, as you doe ſuſtaine : 
For, other meed may hope fornone of mee, 
To whom nought clſe, butbare life doth remainez 
And that ſo wretched one, as yedolſee 
Is liker linpring death, then loathed life to bee. 
\ 22 ; 
Much was he moued with her pitzousplight; 
And, lowe diſmounting from his lofty ſteed, 
Gan to recomfort her all that he might, 
Seeking to driue away deep rooted dreede, 
With hope of helpe in that her greateſt need. 
So, thence he wiſhed her with him to wend, 
Vnto ſomeplace, where they motereſt and feed, 
An4 ſhetake comfort, which God now did ſend : 
Good heart in cuills doth the euills much amend. 


2 
Ay me! ſayd ſhe, and le . ſhall TI goe ? 
Are not all places full of forrainepowres ? 
My Palaces pollefſed of my foe, 
My Cities {ackt, and their sky=threating towres 
Raſed, and madeſmooth fields now full of flowres? 
Oaely theſe mariſhes, and miry bogs, 
In which the fearefull ewftes do bul; their bowres, 
Yeeld me. an hoſtry mongſtthecroking frogs, 
And harbour herein lafety from thoſe rauenous dogges. 


24 
Nath'lefle, ſayd he, deare Lady with me goes 


Someplace ſhall vs receme, and harbour yeeld; 
If not, wewillit force, maugre your foe, 
And purchaſe it to vs with ſpeare and ſhield : 
Andif all fayle, yetfarewell open field : 
The earthto all her creatures lodging lends. 
With ſuch his chearefull ſpeeches he doth wield 
Her mind fo well, thatto his will ſhe bends; 
And binding vp her lockes & weeds, forth with himwends. 
2 
They came vnto a Citie furre vp land, 
The which whylomethat Ladies owne had been; 
But now by force extort out of her hand, 
By her ſtrong foe, who had defaced cleane 
Her ſtately towres, and buildings ſunny ſheene; 
Shut vp her haven, mard her marchants trade, 
Robbed her people, thatfullrich had beene , 
| Andin her necke a Caſtle huge had made, 
The which did her command, without needing perſwade. 
26 
That Caſtle was the ſtrength of all that Srate, 
- Vatillthat State by ſtrength was pulled downe, 
And that ſame Citie, ſo now ruinate, 
Had been the key of all that kingdomes Crowne; 
Both goodly Caſtle, and both goodly Towne, 
Till that th'offended heauens hiſt ro lowre 
Vpon their blifſe, and balefull Fortune frowne, 
When thoſe gainſt States and KingJdomes do coniure, 
Who then can thinke their aeadlovg ruineto recure ? 
CC 5 Bur 
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But he had brought it now in ſeruile bond, + 
And madeit beare the yoke of inquifition, 
Striving longtime in yaine it to withſtond 
Yet glad at laſt to make moſt baſe ſubmiſſion, 

. And life enioy for any compoſition. 

So now he hath new lawes and orders new 
Impos'd on it, with many a hard condition, 
And forced it, the honour that is dew 

To God, to do ynto his Idole moſt vntrew. 


28 
To him he hath, before this Caſtle Greene, 
Built a faire Chappell, and an Altar framed 
Of coſtly Tuory, full rich beſeene, | 
On which that curſed Idolefarreproclamed, 
He hath ſet yp, and him his god hath named; 
Offring to him in ſinfull ſacrifize 
The flcſh of men, to Gods owne likenefſeframed, 
Andpowring forth their bloudin brutiſh wize, 
Thartany iron aiesto {ee it would agrize. 
29 
And for more horror and more crueltie, 
Vnder that curſed Idols altar ſtone ; 
An hideous monſter doth in darknefle lic, 
hoſe dxgedfuil ſhape was neuer ſecne of none 
hat lives bn earth; but ynto thoſe alone 
The which vnto him ſacrificed bee. 
Thoſe he deuoures, they ſay, both fleſh and bone : 
Whartelle they haue; is all the Tyrantsfee ; 
So that no whit of them remaining one may ſee, 


O 

There ekeheplaced a irdug garriſone, 

And ſet a Seneſchall of dradded might, 

That by his powre oppreſled eucrie one, 

And vanquiſhed all ventrous knights in fight; 

To whom he wontſhew all the ſhame he might, 

After that them in battell he had wonne. 

To which, when now they gan approach in ſight, 

The Lady counſeld him the place to ſhonne, 
Whereas ſo many knjghts had fouly been fordonne. 


| I 
Her fearefull ſpeeches nobght he did regard; 
But riding {treight vnder the Caſtle wall, 
Called aloud vnto the watchfull ward, 
Which there did waite, willing them forth to call 
Into the field their Tyrants Seneſchall. 
To whom when rydings thereof came, he ſtreight 
Cals for his armes, and arming him withall, 
Eftſoones forth pricked proudly in his might, 
And gan with courage fierce addreflchim co the fight. 


2 
They both encounterin af middle Plaine, 
And their ſharpe ſpeares doe both together ſmite 
Amid their ſhields, with ſo huge might and maine, 
That ſeem'd their ſoules they would haue ryuen quight 
Out of their breaſts, with furious deſpight. 
Yet could the Seneſchals no entrance find 
Into the Princes ſhield, whereit cmpight ; 
So pure the metall was and well refyn'd, 
Bur ſhuuered all about, and ſcattered in the wind. 


—— —— 


Not fo the Princes; bur with 5 tleſſ: force, 
Into his ſhield it ready paſſage found, 
Both through his haberjeon, and eke his core ; 
Which tumbling downe vponthe ſenſelefle' ground, 
Gaueleaue ynto his ghoſt from thraldomebound, 
To wander inthe grieſly ſhades of night. 
There did the Prince him leaue in deadly ſwound; 
And thence ynto the Caſtle marched ri ohr, 

To ſeeif entrancethere as yet obtaine he might, 


4 
But as he nigher drew, thy knights he ſpyde, 
Allarm'dto point, ifluing forth apace, 
Which towards him with all their powre did ride; 
And meeting himrightin the middlerace, - 
Did all their ſpeares attonce on him enchace. 
As three great Culuerings for battery bent, 
Andleueldall againſt one certaine place, 
Doe all attonce theirthunders rageforth-rear, 
That makes the wals to ſtagger with aſtoniſhment: 


So all attoncethey an the Prince did thonder; 
Whofrom his ſaddle ſwarued nought afide, 
Neto their force gaue way, that was great wondet, 
But like a Bulwarke, firmely did abide; 
Rebutting him, which in the midit didride, 
With ſo huge rigour, that his mortall ſpeare 
Paſt through his ſhield, 8& pearc't through either fide, 
That downe he fell vpon his mother deare, 
And powred forth his wretched life in deadly dreare, 
6 


Whom when his other Gia ſaw, they fled 
As faſtas feete could carrythem away ; 
And after them the Prince as ſwiftly tped, 
To be aueng'd of their ynknightly play. 
There whileſtthey entring, th'one did th'other ſtay, 
The hindmoſtinthe ws, of ouer-hent, ; 
And as he preſſed in, him there did lay: 
His carkaſte __ the threſhold, ſent 
His groning ſoule vnto herplace of puniſhment. 


- 
The other which was TOR , laboured faſt 
To ſperre the gate; butthatſamelumpeof clay, 
Whoſe grudging ghoſt was thereout fled and paſt , 
Rightin the middeſt of the threſhold lay, 
That itthe Poſterne did from cloſing ſtay : | 
The whiles the Prince had preaced in betweene, 
And entrance wonne. Strezghtth'other fled away, 
And ran into the hall, where he did weene 
Himſfelfe to ſaue : but he there flew him atthe (creene. 


8 

Then all the reſt which in har Caſtle were, 

Seeing that ſad enſample them before, 

Durſt not abide, bur fled away for feare, 

And them conuayd out ata Poſterne dore, 

Long ſought the Prince: butwhen he found no more 

T'oppoſe againſt his powre, heforth iſſued 

Vatg that Lady, where he her had lore, 

Andher gan cheare, with what ſhe there had viewed, 
And what ſhehad not ſeene, within ynto her ſhewed. 

Whe 
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Whowith right humble thankes him goodly grecting, 


For fo great prowelle, as he there had proucd, 
Much greater then was euer in her weeting, 
With great admirance inwardly was moued, 
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And honourd him, with all that her behoucd. 

Thenceforth into that Caſtle he her led, 

With her two ſonnes, right deare of herbeloued, 

Whereall that nightthem ſelues they cheriſhed, 
And from her balefull minde all care he baniſhed. 


2 T often falsin courſe of common life, 


But [uſtice, though her dome the doe prolong, 
Yet at the laſt ſhe will her owne cauſe r1ght. 


As by (ad Belg# leemes , whole wrongs though long 


Sheſvffred, yet atlength ſhe did requight, 


And ſent redreſſe thereof by this braue Briton Knight, 


- 2 


Whereof when newes was to that Tyrant brought, 


How that the Lady Belge now had found 


A Champion, that had with his Champion fought, 


And laid his ſeneſchall lowe on the ground, 
And eke him felfe did threaten to confound, 
He gan to burnin rage, and frieſe in feare, 
Doubting ſad end of principleynſound: 
Yerſith he heard but one, that did ypeare, 
He did himſelfe enccurage, and take better cheate, 


Nathelefle himſelfe he Res. all in haſte, 
Andfotth he far'd with all his many bad, 
Ne ſtayed ſtep, till that he came at laſt 
Vnto the Caſtle, which they conquerd had. 
There with huge terror, to be more ydrad, 
He ſternely marcht beforethe Caſtle gate; 
And with bold vaunts, and idle threatning bade 
Deliver him his owne, ere yet too late, 


To which they had no right, norany wrongfull late. 


| 4 
The Prince ſtayd not his anſwere to dewze, 


But opening ſtreight the Sparre, forth to him came, 


Full nobly mounted in right war-like wizez 
And asked him, if that he were the ſ,me; 


Canto XI, 


Prince Arthur ouercomes the great 
Gerioneo in fight : 

Doth ſlay the Monſter , and reſtore 
Belge unto her right. 
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NZ Thatright, long time, is ouerborne of wrong, 
x EE Through auarice, or powre, or guile,or ſtrife, 
SAS That weakens her, and makes her parry ſtrong: 
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Who all thatwrong vnto that wofull Dae 

So long had done, and from her natige land 

Exiled her, thatali the world ſpuke ſhame, 

He boldly an{werd him, he there did ſtand 
That would his doings iultifie with his owne hand. 


5 
With that, 'o furiouſly at him he flew, 
As if he would haue ouer-run him ſtrejohr; 
And with his huge great iron axe gan hew 
So hideouſly vpon his armour br) oht, 
As he to peeces would haue chopt it quight: 
That the bold Prince was forced foote ro giue 
To his firſt rage, and yeeld to his deſpight; 
Thewhil'tathimſo dreadfully he driue, 
Thatſeem'd a marble rocke afunder could haue riue. 


T hereto a great aduantage eke he has 
Through his three double han.s thrice multiplide, 
Beſides the double ſtrength, which in them was: 
For, ſtill when fit occaſion did betide, 
He could his weapon thift from ide to fide, 
From handto hand, and with {uch nimblefleſly 
Could wield abour, that ere it were eſpide, 

| The wicked ſtroke did wound his enemy, 
Behinde, befide, bctore, as he it liſt apply. 


7 
Which vncouth vſc when as the Prince percciucd, 
He gan to watch the wielding of his hand, 
Leaſt by ſuch fleight he were vnwares deceiued; 
And euererc h-ſawe the ſtroke to 1nd, 
He would it meete, and warily withſtand. 
One t1me, when he his weaponfayn'd to ſhift, 
As hewas wont, and chang'd from hand to hand, 
He mer him with a counter-ſtroke1o (wift, 
Tharquite ſmit off hus arme, as het yp didlife. 
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Therewith, all fraught with fury and diſdaine, 

He brayd aloud forvery fell deſpight ; 

And ſodainely t'auenge him ſelte againe, 

Gan into one afſemble allthe might 

Of all his hands, and heaued them on hight, 

Thinking to pay him with that one for all : 

But the ſad ſteele ſeizd not, where it was hight, 

Vpon the childe, but ſomewhat ſhort did fall ; 
And lighting on his horſes head, him quite did mall. 


Downe ſtreightto ground El his aſtoniſhtſteed, 

And eke to th'earth his burden with him bare: 
Bur he himſelfe full lightly from him freed, 
And gan him felfe to fight on foot prepare, 
Whereof when as the G14nt was aware, 
He wox right blythe,as he had got thereby, 
Andlaughrſo loud, that all his teeth wide bare 
One might haucſeenecnraun he diſorderly, 

Like to aranke of piles, thatpitched are awry. 

IO 
Eftſoones againe his axe heraught on hie, 
Ere he were through!y buckled to his geare 3 
And can let driue athim fo dreadfully, 
Thathad he chaunced nothisſhicld to reare, 
Erethat huge ſtroke arrived on him neare, 
He had him ſurely clouen quite in twaine. 
But th 'Adamantine ſhield, which he did beare, 
So well was tempred,that(for all his maine) 

It would no pafſageyeeld vnto his purpole yaine, 


It 
Yet was the ſtroke ſo forcibly applide, 
| Thatmadehimn ſtagger with vncertaineſiway, 
As if he would hauetottered to one ſide. 
Whcrewith full wroth, he fiercely gan aflay, 
That cuttffie with like kindnefle to repay 3 
And {mote at him with ſo importune might, 
Thattwo more of his armes did fall away, 
| Likefruitlefſe branches, which the hatchers ſlight 
Hath pruned from the natiue tree, and cropped quight. 
I2 
With that, all mad and furious he grew, 
Like a fell maſtife through enraging heat, 
And curſt, and band, and bluſphemnes forth threw, 
Againſt his gods, and fire tothem did threat, 
And hellvnto him ſelfewith horror great. 


Thenceforth he car'd no more, which way he ſtrooke, 


Nor where it light, butganto chaufe and (wear, 
Anegnaſhthisreeth, and his head at him ſhooke, 
And fternely him beheld with grim and ghaſtly looke.. 


I 

Nought fear'd the childe kivlookes, ne yet his threats, 
Bur onely wexed now the more aware, 
To ſue him lelfe from thoſe his furious heats, 
Andyatchaduantage, howto work tis care , 
TheWwhich good Fortunet& him offxed fair. 
For, as hen his rage him'ouer-ſtrooke, + \ 
He erche could his weapon backerepaire, 
His fide all bare and naked ouertooke, 


And wirh his mortallſteelquite through the body ſtrooke. 


hte 


14 

Through all three bodies he him ſtrook attonce 
T hat all the three attonce fell on the Plaine : 
Elſe ſhould he thrice haue needed,for the nonce, 
Them to haue ſtricken, and thriceto haue ſlaine, 
So now all three one ſenſelefſe lumperemaine, 
Enwallow'd in his owne black bloudy gore, 
And byting th'carth for very deaths dildaine 
Who with a cloud of nighthim coucring, bore 

Downe to the houſe of doole, his dayes there to deplore. 


I 

Which when the Lady from A Caſtleſaw, 
Where ſhe with her two ſonnes did looking ſtand 
She towards him 1n haſte her ſelfe did draw, 
To greet him the good fortune of his hand : 
And all the oedpletinh of towneand land, 
Which there ſtood gazing from the Cities wall 
Vpon theſe warriours, greedy t'ynderſtand 
To whether ſhould the viQtory befall, 

Now when they ſaweitfalne, they eke him greeted all. 

16 | 

But Belge, with her ſonnesproſtratedlowe 
Before his feer,in all that peoples fi ght # 
Mongſtioyes mixing ſom tears, moneſt weale ſom wo, 
Him thus bcſpake; © moſt redoubred Knight, 
Thewhich haſt me, of all moſt wretched wight, 
That earſt was dead, reſtor'd to life againe, 
And theſe weake impes replarted by thy might ; 
Whar guerdoncanlI giuethee for thy paine, 

But euen that which thou ſauedit, thine ſtill to remaane ? 


I7 
He took her vp forby the lilly hand, 
And her recomforted the beſt he might, 
Saying ; Deare Ladie, deeds ought not be ſcand 
By th'authors manhood, northe dooers might, 
But by their tructh and by the cauſes right: 
Thatſameis it, which fought for you Fin day. 
Whar other meed then need me to requight, 
But that which yeeldeth vertues meed alway ? 
Thatis the vertuc ſelfe, which her reward doth pay. 
18 ; 
She humbly thankthim for that wondrous grace, 
And furtherſayd; Ah Sir, but moteyepleaſle, 
Sithye thus T zue tendred my poore cafe, 
As from my chiefeſtfoe meto releaſe, 
Thatyour victorious armewill not yet ceaſe, 
Till ye haue rooted all therelickes out 
Of thatvilerace, and ſtabliſhed my peace. 
Whatis thereelſe, ſayd he, left of theirrout? 
Declare it boldly Dame, and do not ſtand indour. 


; 
T hen wote you, Sir, that in this Church hereby 
. Thereſtandsan Idoll, of greatnoteand name, 
The which this Giant reared firſt on hie, 
And of his owne vaine fancies thought did frame : 
To whom for endlefle horrour of his ſhame, 
He offred vp for daily facrifize 
My children and my people burnt in flame 
With all the tortures that he could deuize, 
The more Cagorate his god with ſuch his bloudy guize. : 
An 
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An hideous monſter, that doth it defend, 

And feeds on all the carcaſſes, that die 

In ſacrifice vnto that curſed feend : 

Whoſe vgly ſhape none euer ſawe, nor kend, 

T hat euer {cap't: for, of a man they ſay 

It has the voice, that ſpeeches forth doth ſen, 

Eucn blaſphemous words, which ſhe doth bray 
Out of herpoylnous entrails, fraught with dire decay, 


20 
And ynderneath this Idoll there doth lie 


21 
Which when the Prince heard tell, his heart gan yearne 
For greatdeſire that Monſter to aflay, 
And prayd the place of her abodetolcarne. 
Which being ſhew'd, he gan himlſelfe ſtreight way 
Thereto addrefle,and his bright ſhield diſplay. 
Soto the Church he came, where it was tolde, 
The Monſter vnderneath the Altarlay ; 
There hethat Idoll ſawe of maſſe golde 
Moſt richly made, but there no Monſter did behold. 


22 

Vpon the Image with his naked blade 
Thrce times, as in defiance, there heſtrooke 
And the third time, out of an hidden ſhade, 
There forth iſſewd, from vnder th'Altars ſmooke, 
A dreadfull feend, with foule deformed looke, 
That ſtretcht it ſelfe, as it had long lien ſtill; 
And her long taile and feathers ſtrongly ſhooke, 
Thatallthe Temple did with terror fill; 

Yethim nought terrifide, that feared nothing 111; 


2 

An huge great Beaſt it was, 5 AR It 11 length 

Was ſtretched forth, thar nigh fild allthe place, 

And ſeem'd to be of infinite great ſtrength ; 

Horrible, hideous, and of helliſhrace, 

Borne of the brooding of Echidna bale, 

Or other like infernall Furies kinde : 

For, of a Mayd ſhe had the outward face, teh 

To hide the horrour, which did lurke behind, 
The better to beguile, whom ſheſo fond did finde. 


2.4 

Thereto the body of a. dog ſhe had, 

Full of fell rauin and fierce greedingles ; 

A Lions clawes, with powreand rigdlclad, 

Torend and teare what-ſo ſhe can opprelle 3 

A Dragonstale, whoſe ſting without redreſlc 

A Full deadly wounds, where-ſo it is empight; 

" An Eagles wings for ſcope and ſpeedinclle, 

That nothing may elcape herreaching might, 
Whereto ſhe euer liſt ro make herhardy flighe 


25 

Much like in foulneſle and deformitie | 
Y.nto that Monſter, whom the Theban Knight, 
The father of thatfatall progeny, 
Made kill herſelfe for very hearts deſpight, 

'þ That he had read her riddle, which no wight 

j Could cucr Jooſe, but ſuffred deadly doole. 

So alſo did this Monſter vie like ſlight 

Tomany a one, which camevnto herſchool, 


Whom ſhe didputto death, decciued like a fool: 


'F 
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26 
She comming forth, whea as ſhe firſt beheld 
T he armed Prince, with ſhield ſo blazing bright, 
Her ready to aflaile, was greatly queld, _ 
And much diſmayd with that diſmayfull ſight, 
That back ſhe would haue turnd for oreat affright. 
But he gan her with courage fierceaſlay, 
That forc't her turne againe in her deſpight, 
To ſaue her ſelfe, leaſt that he did her ſlay: 
And ſure he had her flaine, had ſhenor turnd her way. 


27 
Tho, when ſhe ſawe, that ſhe was forc'tto fight, 
She flew at him, like to an hellith feend, 
And on his ſhield took hold with all her might, 
As itthat it ſhe would inpeeces rend, 
Or reaue out of the hand, that did it hend. 
Strongly he ſtroue out of her greedy gripe _ 
To looſe his ſhield, and long while ; 4, 6.9688 2 
| Butwhen he could not quite 1t, with one ſtripe 
Her Lions clawes he Gom ber fcete away did wipe. 


28 
With that, aloud ſheganto bray and yell, 
And fowleblafphemous ſpecches forth did caſt, 
And bitter curſes, horrible to tell; 
Thateuen the Temple wherein ſhe was plac't, 
Did quake to heare, and nigh aſunder braſt. 
Tho, with her huge long tayle ſhe at him ſtrooke, 
That madehim ſtagger, and ſtand halfeaghaſt 
Wichtrembling ioyuts, as he for terror ſhooke; 
Who nought was terrifide, but greater courage tooke, 


2 
As when the Maſt of fone el timbred hulke 
Is with the blaſt of ſome outragious ſtorme 
Blowne downe, it ſhakes the bottom of the bulk; 
And makes hernbsto crack, as they weretorne, 
Whilſt ſtill ſhe ſtands as ſtoniſhr and forlorne :; 
So was he ſtonn'd with ſtroke of her huge aile. 
But ere that itſhe backe againe had borne, 
He with his ſword it ſtrook, that without faile 
He joynted it, and mard the {wingivg of her flaile. 


O 

Then gan ſhe cry much Ls then afore, 

That all the people(there without) it heard, 

And Belge ſclfe was therewith ſtoned ſore, 

As if the onely ſound therof ſhefeard. 

But then the feend her ſelfe more fiercely reard 

Vponher wide great wings, and \rongly flew 

With all her body at his headani beard ; 

That had he not forſecne with heedfull view, 
And thrownhis ſhield atween, ſhe had him done to rew- 


I 
But as ſhe preſt on him wich heauy ſway, 
Vader her wombe his fatall ſword he thruit, 
. Ani for ercntrailes made an open way, 
To ifſue forth; the which, once being bruſt, 
Like to 2 great Mill damb forth fiercely guſhr, 
And powred out of herinfernall finke 
Moſt vgly filth, andpoyſon therewith ruſhr, 
That im nigh choked with the deadly ftinke : = 
Suchloarhly mater were ſmallluſtro ſpeake or thinke. - 
Cc 4 Then 
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* Then downe to ground fell that deformed Maſle, 
Breathing out cloudes of ſulphur fowle and blacke, 


In which a puddle of contagion was, 
More loath'd then Lerna, or then Styrian lake, 
Thatany man would nigh awhaped make. 


Whom when he {awe on ground, he was full olad, 


And ſtreight wentforth his nc to partake 
With Belge,who watcht allthis while fullfad, 


Wayting what end would be of thatſame danger drad. 


Whom when ſhe ſaw ſo ;joybally come forth, 
She gan reioyce, and ſhew triumphant cheare, 
Lauding and prayſing hisrenowmed worth, 
By all the names that honorable were. 
Then in he brought her, and her ſhewed there 
The preſent of his paines, that monſters ſpoyle, 
And cke that Idoll deem'd ſo coſtly deare; 
Whom he did all to peeces breake and foyle 

In filthy durt,andleft fo in theloarhly ſoyle. 


4 
Then all the people, which beheld that day, 
Gan ſhour aloud,that vnto heaven it rong 3 
And all the damzels of that towne in ray, 
Came dancing forth, and ioyous Carrolles ſorg : 
So him they led through all their ſtreets along, 
Crowned with girlonds of immortall bayes, 
Andall the yulgar did about them throng, 
To ſeethe man, whoſe everlaſting prayle 
They all were bound to all poſtermies to raiſe. 


Therehewith Belge did Wy LT remaine, 
Making greatteaſt and 10ycus mcrriment, 
Varili be had herfſertled in her raigne, 
With ſafe aflurance and eſtabliſhment. 
Then to his firſt emprize his mind he lent, 
Full loath to Belge, and to all the reſt : 
Of whom yer bing leaue, theaceforth he went 
And to his former iourney him addreſt, 
On which long way he rode, ne cuer day didreſt. 


But turne wenow to noble rthegal ; 
Who, hamng left Mercilla, ſtreight way went 
On his f:rſtqueſt, the which him forth did call, 
To weet, to worke Irenaes franchiſement, 
And eke Grantor toes worthy puniſhment, 
So forth he fared as his manner was, 
With onely Talw waiting diligent, 
Through many perils, and much way did paſs, 
Till nigh voto the place atlengrh approch't he has. 


- 4 
There as he traueld by the ATM met 
An aged wight,wayfaring all alone, 
Who through his yeares long fince aſide had ſet 
The vle of armes and batte!] quite forgone : 
To whom as he approch't,he knew anone, 
Thatit was he which whilome did attend 
On fuire Irene in ber affliction, 
When firſt to Faery Court he ſaw her wend, 


Vnto his ſoueraine Queene herſuitefor to commend, 


8 
Whom by his name GlatinZabue hegan; 
Haile good Sir Sergs, trucſt Knightaliue, 
Well tride in all thy Ladies troubles than, 
When her that Tyrant did of Crowne depriuc; 
What new occaſion doth thee hither driue, 
Whiles ſhe alone 1s left, and thou herefound 2 
Or 1s ſhe thrall, or doth ſhe not {uruiue > 
To whom he thus; She liueth ſure and ſound ; 


But by that Tyrant is in wretched thraldome bound. 


For, ſhepreſuming on h appointed tryde, 
In which ye promiſt, as ye werea Knight, 
To mecte her at theſaluage Tlands fyde 
(And then and there for tryall of herright 
With her vnrighteous enemy to fight) 
Did thither come, where ſhe (aftraid of nought) 
By guilcfull treaſon and by ſubtill light 
Surpriſed was, and to Grantorto brought, 
Who hcrimpriſon'd hath, and herlife often ſought. 


40 

And now he hathto her pretixt a day, 

By which, it thatno Champion doe appeare, 

Which will her cauſe in battailous array 

Againſt him iuſtifie, and proue her cleare 

Of all thoſe crimes, that he gaio{t her doth reare, 

She death ſhall by. Thoſe tydings ſad 

Did much abath Sir Arthegall to heare, 

And gricued lore, that through his fault ſhe had 
Fallcn into that T'yrants hand and vſage bad. 


41 

Then thus replide ; Now ſure and by my life, 
Too much am T too blame for thatfaire Maide, 
That have her drawne to allthis troublous ſtrife, 
Through promiſe ro aftord her timely ayde, 
Which by default I haue not yetdefraide. 
But witneffe vnto me, ye heauens, that knew 
How clearc I am from blame 7 Vow vpbraide: ' 
For, ye into like thraldome m&Ad throwe, 


Gr eooramos. 


And kept from compliſhing the faith, which I did owe. 


42 
But now aread, Sir Sergis, how long [pace 
Hath he hcr lenr a Championto prowide : 


Ten daies, quoth he, he granted hath of grace, 


For that he weeneth well, b« fore that tide 
None can haue tydings to afliſt her fide. 
For, ali the ſhores, which to the ſea accoſte, 
He day and night doth ward both farre and wide, 
That none can there arriue without an hoſte : 
So her he deemes already but a damned ghoſt. 


Now turne againe, Sir Arthexalt then ſayd: 
For if I live till thoſe ten dayes haue end, 
Aſſure your ſelfe, Sir Knight, ſheſhall haue ayd, 
Though I this deareſt life for her do ſpend; 
So backeward he attone with him did wend: 
Tho, as they rode together on their way, 
A rout of people they before them kend, 
Flocking togetherin confuſde array, 

As if thatthere were ſome tumultous aftray. 


To 
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To which as they approacht, the cauſe to knowe, 

They ſawe a Knightin dangerous diſtreſle 

Of a ruderout, him chaſing to and fro, 

That ſought with lawlefſe powrehim to - -aqgny 

And bring in bondage of their brutiſhneſle : 

And farre away, amud their rake-hell bands, 

They ſpide a oP leftall ſuccourleſle, 

Crying, and holding vp her wretched hands 
Tohim Pr aide, 5 hs 


45 
Yet ſtill he ſtrives, ne any perill ſpares, 
To reſcue herfrom their rude violence, 
Andlike a Lion wood amongſt them fares, 
Dealing his dreadtull blowes with large diſpence, 
Gainſt which, the pallid death findesno defence. 
Bur all in vaine 3 their numbers are ſo great, 
That nought may boot to baniſhthem from thence : 
For,ſoone as hetheir outrage backedoth beat, 
They turne afreſh, and oft renew their former threat. 


46 
And now _ do ſo ſharpely him aflay, 
That they his flveld in peeces battered haue, 
And forced him to throwe it quite away, 
Fro dangers dread his doubtfull life to aue; 
Albe thatit moſt ſafety to him gaue, 
And much did mi his noble name. 
For, from the day that he thus did itleaue, 
Amovgſtall Knights he blotted was with blame, 
And counted bur arecreant Kmght, with endlefle ſhame. 


| 47 
Whom when they thus diſtreſſed did behold, 
| They drew vnto his aide; but thatruderout 

Them alfo gan allayle with outrage bold, 

And forced them, how-euer ſtrong and ſtout 

They were, as well __— in many a doubt, 

Backe to recule; yntill that yron man 

With his huge fluile began to layabour; | 

From whole ſterne preſence they diffuſed rari, 
Like ſcattered chaffe, the which the wind away doth fan, 

8 


4 
So when that knight from perill cleare was freed, 
He drawing neere, began to greet them faire, 
And yeeld great thankes forthearſo goodly deed, 
Inſauing hum from dangerous defpaire 
Of thoſe, which ſought his life for to emparre. 
Of whom Sir Arthegall gan then enquere 
The whole occaſion of his latemisfare, 
And who he was, and whatthoſevillaines were, 
The which with mortall malice bim purſu'd ſo neere. 


49 = 6 

To whom he thus ; My name is Burbon hight, 

Well knowne, and far renowmed heretofore, 

Vntill late miſchiefe did vpon me light, 

That all my former prayſe hath blemiſhtſore; 

And thatfurc Lady, which in thatyprore 

Yewith thoſe caytiues ſawe, Flourdels hight, 

Is nune own Loue, though me ſhe hauetorlore, 

Whether withheld from me by wrongfull might, 
Or with her owne good will, I cannot read aright. 


ong in vaine their rage withſtands.. 


———  ——.——GCw_— 


oO 
But ſure to me her faith hefrl did plight, 
To be my Loue, and take me Forhe Lord; 
Till that a Tyrant, which Grantorto hight, 
With golden gifts, and many a guilefulll word 
Entyced her, to him for to accord. 
(O: who maynotwith gifts and words be tempted 2) 
Sith which, ſhe hath me euer ſince abhord, 
And to.my foe hath guilcfully conſented : 


Ay me: that euer guile in women was inuented. 


© 

And now he hath his troo of villains ſcat, 
By open force to fetch fr quite away :. | 
Gainſt whom, my ſelfeI long invaine have bear 
Toreskew her, and daily means aflay, 
Yetreskew her thence by no meanes I may : 
For, ey doe mewith multitude oppreſle, 
And with vnequall mightdo ouer-lay, 
Thar oftI driven am to great diſtrefle, 


And forced to forgo th'attemptremedileſſc. 


2 
But why haue ye, ſayd Arthagall forborne 
Your owne good ſhield in dangerous diſmay ? 
Tharis the greateſt ſhame and fouleſt ſcorne, 
Which vnto any knight bebappen may , 
Toloſe the badge, that ſhould his deeds diſplay. 
To whom Sir Burbsn, bluſhing halfe for ſhame, 
That ſhall I vnto you, quoth he, bewray; 
Leaſt yetherfore mote happely me blame, 
And deem it doen of wil, that through 1nforcement came. 


Trueis, that I at firſt was Xubbed knight 
By a good knight the knight of the Redcroſſe; 
Who, whenhe gaue me armes, in ficld to fight, 
Gaue mie a ſhield, in which he d1d endoſle 
His deare Redeemers badge vpon theboſſe : 
The ſame long whileT bore, and therewithall 
Foughtmany REN without wound or loſe; 
Therewith Grantortoſelte I did appall, 


And made him oftentimes in field before me fall. 


54. 
But, forthat many did that ſhield enuie, 
And cruell enemies encreaſed more ; 
To ſtint all ſtrife and troublous enmitie, 
That bloudy ſcutchin being battered ſore, 
I laid afide, and haue of Jare forbore, 
Hoping thereby ro haue my Loue obtained: 
Yet can I not my Loue haue nathemore 
For, ſhe by force is ſti}] fro me detained, 
And with corruptfull bribes is to vatruth miſ-trained. 


To whom thus Arthegall 5," Sir knight, 
Hard is the caſe, the which ye do complaine; 
Yetnotſo hard (for nought ſo hard may light, 
Thatitto luch aſtraight more you conſtraine) 
As to abandon that which doth containe 
Your honours ſtile, that is your warlike ſhield, 
All perill ought belefle, and lef{call paine 
Then lofle of fame in difaduentrous field; 
Dyerather, then doe ought, thatmore dyhonour y_ 
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Not fo, quoth he ; for, yet when time dothſerue, 

My tormer ſhield I may reſume againe : 

To temporize is not from truth to ſwerue, 

Ne tor aduintage terme to cntertaine, 

When as neceſſity dorh it conſtraine, 

Fie on ſuch forgery, ſayd Arthegall, 

Vader one hood to ſhadow faces twaine. 

Knights oughrbe truc, and truth is one in all : 
Of all things to diffemble fowly may befall. 


57 
Yet let meyou of courtefic requeſt, 
Sayd Burbon,to affiſtme now at need 
Againſttheſe peſants, which haue me oppreſt, 
And forced me to ſo infamons deed, 
That yet my Loue may fromtheir hands be freed. 
Sir Artbegall, albe he carſt did wyte 
His waucring mind, yet to his ayde agrecd, 
And buckling him cftſoones ynto the fight 


Did ſetypon thoſe troupes with all his powre and might. 
8 


Who flocking round PV EY as a ſwarme 
Of flyes vpon a birchen bough doth cluſter, 
Did them aſſault with terrible allarme, 
And ouer all the fields themſelues did muſter, 
With bils and glayues making a dreadfull luſter ; 
Thatforc't atfirſt thoſe knights back to retire : 
As when the wrathfull Boreas doth bluſter, 
Nought may abide the tempeſt of his yre, 
Both man & beaſt do fly, and ſuccour doe inquire. 
59 
But when as ouerblowen was that brunt, 
Thoſe knights a ny afreſh them to aſlayle, 
And all aboutthe fields like Squirrels hunt; 
But chiefly Talzs with his iron flayle, 
Gainſt which no flightnor reſcue mote auaile, 
Made cruell hauocke of the bafer crew, 
And chaced them both oucr hill and daie: 
Theraſcall many ſoone they ouerthrew ; 


But the two knights themſelues their captains did ſubdew. 


60 
Atlaſt, they came whereas that Lady bode, 
Whom now her keepers haueſorlaken quight, 
To ſauethem ſelues, and ſcattered were abroad : 
Her halfe diſmayd they found in doubttull plight, 
As neither glad nor ſory for their fight; 
Yet wondrous faire ſhe was, andrichly clad 
In royall robes, and many Tewels dight, 
But that thoſe villens through their viage bad 
Them fouly rent, and ſhamefully defaced had. 


—_— —_—_— 


G1 
But Burbong{trezght diſmounting from his ſteed, 
Vato herran with greedy greatdefire, 
And catching her faſt by herragged weed, 
Would haue embraced her with heart entire, 
But ſhe, back-ſtarting with diſdainefull ire, 
Bid him auaunt, ne would vato his lore 
Allured be, for prayer nor for meed: 
Whom when thoſe Knights ſo froward and forlore 
Beheld, they her rebuked and vpbrayded fore. 
: 6 
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2 
Sayd Arthegall; What foule difgraceis this, 

Toſo faire Lady, as ye ſeemean fight, 

To blot your beaury, thatynblemiſhr is, 

With ſo foule blame, as breach of faith once plight, 

Or change of Love for any worlds delight? 

Is ought on earth ſoprecious or deare, 

AsprayſeanJ honour ? Oc is ought ſo bright 

And beautifull, as glories beames appeare? 

Whoſe goodly light | Boy Plebuslampe doth ſhine more 
63 (clearc. 

Why then will ye, fond Dame, attempred be 

Vato a ſtrangers loue, fo lightly placed, 

For gifts of gold, or any worldly glee, 

Toleaue the Loue, that ye before embraced, 

And letyour fame with falshood be defaced ? 

Fic on the pelfe, for which good name is ſolde, 

And honour with indignity debaſed : 

Dearer is loue then if: and fame then gold; 
But dearer then them both, your faith once plighted hold. 

' 


Much was the Ladie in her oentle mind 
Abaſht athis rebuke, that bit her neare, 
Ne ought to an{were thereunto did find; 
But hanging downe her head with heany cheare, 
Stood long amarz'd, as ſhe amated weare, 
Which Burbon ſeeing, heragaine allayd, 
And claiping rwixt his armes, her vp didreare 
Vpon his ſteede, whiles ſhe no whitgaine-ſayd; 
So bore her quite away,nor well nor ill apaid. 


os 
Nath'leſſe the yron man did ſtillpurſew 
Thatraſcall many with vnpitnied ſpoyle ; 
Ne ceafled not, till all their ſcattred crew 
Into theſea he droue quite from that ſoyle, 
The which they troubled had with great turmoyle. 
But Arthegall,{ecing his cruell deed, 
Commanded him fromſlau ohter torecoyle, 
Andto his voyage gan againe proceed, 


For that the terme approching faſt, required ſpeed. 
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And impotent deſire of men to raigne 1 


Can keep from outrage, and from doing wrong, 
Where they may hope a kingdometo obtaine. 
No faith ſo firme, no truſt can be ſo ſtrong, 

No loue ſo laſting then, that may endurenlong. 


2 
Witneſſe may Burbon be, whom all the bands, 
Which may a Koight aſſure, had ſurely bound, 
Vntill the loue of Lordſhip and of lands 
Made him become moſt fuithlefle and vaſound : 
And witnefle be Gerioneo found, 
Who for like cauſe faire Belge did opprelle, 
And rightand wrong moſt cruelly confound : 
And fo be now Grantorto, who no leſle 
Then allthe reſt burſt out to all outrageouſneſle, 


Gainſt whom Sir Arthegall Joop hauing ſince 
Taken in hand th'exploit, being theretoo 
Appointed by that mighry Faery Prince, 
Great Gloriane, that tyrant to fordoo, 
Through other great aduentures hithertog 
Had it forſlackt. But now time drawing ny, 
To him aflynd, her high beheaſt ro doo, 

To the ſea ſhore he gan his way apply, 
To weet, if ſhipping ready he mote there deſcrie. 


4 
Tho, when they cameto the ſea coaſt, they found 

A ſhip all ready (as good fortune fell) 
To put to ſea, with whom they did compound, 
To paſle them ouer, where them liſt ro tell ; 
Thewinde and weather ſerued them ſo well, 
That in oneday they with the coaſt did fall; 
Whereas they ready found, themto repell, 
Great hoſtes of men in order Martiall, 


Which them forbad to land, and footing did forſtall, 


Canto XII. 


Arthegall doth Sir Burbon aide >, 
And blames for changing ſhield : 
He with the great Grantor to fights, 

And ſlayeth him in field, 
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But nathemore would they landrefraine: 
But when as nigh vnto the ſhorethey drew, 
Thatfootof man might ſound the bottom plaine, ' 
Taiws into the ſea did forth iflew, 
Though darts from ſhore, & ſtones they at him threw; 
And wading through the waues with ſtedfaſt ſway, 
Maugre the might of all thoſe troupes in view, 
Did winthe ſhore, whence hethem chaſt away, 

And madeto fly, like Doves, whom th'Eagle doth affray, 

6 


The whyles,Sir Arthegall, with that old knight 
Did forth deicend, thcre being none them neare, 
And forward marched to 4 towne in fight. 
By this, came tydings to the Tyrants eare, 
By thoſe, which earſt did fly away for feare 
Of their arriuall : wherewith troubled ſore, 
Heall his forces ſtreight to him did reare, 
Andforth iſluin g with his ſcouts afore, 
Meant them to haue incountred, ere they left the ſhore. 


7 

But ere he marched farre, he with them met, 
And fiercely charged them with all his force; 
But Talzs ſternely did vpon them ſer, 
And bruſhr, and battered them without remorſe, 
That on the ground heleft full many a corſe; 
Neany able was him to withſtand, 
But he them ouerthrew both man and horſe, 
Thar they lay ſcattered ouer all the land, 

As thicke as doth the ſeed after the ſowers hand ; 


Till Arthegall him ſeeing fo to rage, 
Will'd him to ſtay, and figne of truce did make : 
To which all hearkning, did awhileafſwage 
Their forces fury, and their terror {lake ; 
Till he an Herauld cald, and to him ſpake , 
Willing him wend vnto the Tyrant ſtreight, - 
And tell him thatnotfor ſuch ſl2v ohters lake 
He thither came, but for to try the right 

Of faire Irenaes cauſe With lumin {ingletight, TM 
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Andwilled him for to reclaime with ſpeed 
His ſcattered people, ere they all were flaine, 
And time and place conuenient to areed, 
In which, they two the combat might darraine. 
Which meſſage when Grantorto heard, full faine 
And glad he was the ſlaughter ſo to ſtay, = 
And pointed for the combat twixt them twaine 
The morrowe next,ne gaue him on day; 

So ſounded the retraite, and drew his folke away. 


IO 
That night, Sir Arthegall did cauſe his tent 
Thereto be pitched on the open Plaine; 
For, he had giuen ſtreight commandement, 
That none ſhould dare him once to entertaane : 


Which nonedurſt break, though many would right fain 


For faire Irena, whom they loued deare. 
But yet olde Sergis did ſo well him paine, 
Thar from cloſe friends, that dar'd not toappeare, 
Heall things did puruay, whichfor them needtull were. 
II 


The morrow next, that was the diſmall day, 
Appointed for Irenas death before, 
So ſoone as it did to the world diſplay 
His chearefull face, and ght to men reſtore, 
The heauy Mayd, to whom nonetydings bore 
Of Arthegallsarriuall, her to free, 
Lookt vp with eyes full ſad, and heart full ſore; 
Weening berlif:s laſt howrethen neere to bee, 
Sith no redemption nigh ſhedid nor heare nor ſee. 


I2 
Then vp ſhe roſe, and on her ſelfe did dight 
Moſt ſqualid garments, fit for ſuch a day; 


And with dull count'nance, and with dolefull pright, 


She forth was brought in ſorrowfull diſmay, 
For to receiuethe doom of her decay. 
But comming to the place, and finding there 
Sir Arthegall, in battailous array 
Wayting hs foe, it did her dead heart cheare, 
And new lifeto her lent, in midſt of deadly feare. 
I3 
Like as atcn@br Roſein open Plaine, 
That with vatimely drought nigh withered was, 
And hung the head, ſoone as few drops of rainc 
Thereon diſtill anddeaw her dainty tace, 
Gins tolooke vp, and with freſh wonted grace 
Diflpreds the glory of her leaues gay ; 
Such was Irenas countenance, ſuch her caſe, 
When Arthegallſhe ſawe inthat array, 
There wayting for the tyrant, till it was farre day. 


14 
Who came at length, with proud preſumptuous gate, 

Into thefield, as if hefeareleſle were, 

All armed in a coat of iron plate, 

Of greatdefence toward the deadly feare, 

And on his head a ſteele-cap he did weare 

Of colour ruſty browne, butſure & ſtrong z 

Andin his hand an huge Polaxe did beare, 

Whole ſteele was iron ſtudded, but notlong, 
With which he wont to fight, to iuſtific his wrong, 


I 
Of ſtature huge, and Sb. he was, 
Like to a Giant for his monſtrous hi ghr, 
And didin ſtrength moſtſorts of men (urpaſs, 
Ne euer any found his match in might ; 
Thereto he had great skill in ſingle ght; 
His face was vgly, and his countenance ſterne, 
That could haue frayd one with the very ſight, 
And gaped like a gulfe, when he did gerne, 
That whether man or monſter one could ſcarſe diſcerne. 
16 
Soone as he did withinthe liſtes appeare, 
With dreadfulllooke he Arthegall beheld, 
As if he would haue daunted him with feare, 
And rinaing eriefly, did againſt himweld 
His deadly weapon, which in hand he held. 
But th'Elfin ſwayne, that oft had ſeenelike fight, 
Was with his ghaſtly count'nance pothing queld, 
But gan him ſtreight to buckle to the fight, 
And calt his ſhield Th to be in ready plight. 


I7 
The Trumpets ſound, and they together goe, 
With dreadfull terror, and with fell intent; 
And their huge firokes full dangerouſly beſtowe, 
To doe moſt dammage, where as moſtthey ment. 
But with ſure force and fury violent, 
The tyrant thundred his thicke blowes ſo faſt, 
That through the iron walles their way they react, 
Andeuentothevirall parts theypaſt, 
Ne ought could them endure, bur all they cleft or braſt 
18 
Which cruell outrage, when as Arthegall 
Did well auize, thenceforth with wary heed 
He ſhund his ſtrokes, where-euer they did fall, 
And way did giue vnto their ks ſpeed: 
As when a skilfull Mariner doth reed ; 
A ſtorme approching, that doth peril! threat, 
He will not bide the danger of ſuch dread, 
But ſtrikes his ſayles,and vereth his main-ſhear, 
And lends vnto it leaue the emprtic ayreto beat. 


I 
So did the Faery Knight hinfelfe abeare, 
And ſtouped oft, his head from ſhameto ſhield : 
No ſhame to ſtoupe, ones head more high to reare, ' 
Andinuchto gaine, a little forto yield; | 
So ſtouteſt knights doen oftentimes in field. 
Bu. ſtill the tyrant ſternely at him layd, 
A 1d did his iron axe fo nimbly wield, 
".'hat many wounds into his fleſh it made, 
And with his burdenons blowes him ſore did over-dade.' 


20 
Yer, when as fitaduantage he did ſpy, 
The whiles the curſed felon hi gh didreare 
His cruell hand, to ſmite hum mortally, 
Vader his ſtroke he to him ſtepping neare, 
Rightin the flanke him firooke with deadly dreare, 
Thatthe gore-bloud, thence guſhing gricuouſly, 
Did vnderneath him like a pond appeare, 
Andallhis armour did with purple die; 
Thercat he brayed loud, and yelled dreadfully. 
Yet 


ou 


21 
Yet the huge ſtroke,which he before intended, 
Kept on his courle, as he didit direct, 
And with ſuch monſtrous poiſe adowne deſcended, 
That ſeemed nought could him from death protect : 
But he it well did ward with wiſe reſpeCt, 
And twixt him and the blowe his ſhield did caſt, 
Which thereon ſeizing, tookeno great effect ; 
Bur byring deepe therein, did ſicke lo faſt, 
That by no meanes itbacke againe he forth could wraſt. 
22 
Long while he tugd and ſtroue, to get it out, 
And all his powre applyed there-ynto, 
Thathethere-with the Knightdrew all about : 
Nath'leſle, for all thateuer he could doe, 
His axe he could not from his ſhield vndoc. 
Which Arthegall perceiuing, ſtrooke no more, 
Butloofing {oone his ſhield, did it forgoe, 
And whiles he combred was there-with ſo ſore, 
He gan at him let driue more fiercely then afore. 


2 
Sowell he him purſew'd, hw the laſt, 
 Heſtrooke him with Chry/aoron the head, 
That with the ſouſe thereof full ſore agaſt, 
He ſtaggered to and fro in doubtfull ſtead. 
Againe, whiles he him ſaw fo ill beſted, 
He did him ſmite with all his might and maine, 
That falling on his mother earth he fed : 
VVhom when he ſaw proſtrated onthe Plaine, 
He lightly reft his head, to eaſe him of his paine, 


| 2 
Which when the people ——ad about him ſaw, 
They ſhouted all tor ioy of his luccefle, 
Glad to bequit from that proud Tyrants awe, 
Which with ſtropg powre did them long time opprelle ; 
Andrunning all with greedy joyfulneſle 
To faire Irena, ather tcert did fall, 
And her adored with dye humbleneſle, 
As their true Liege and Princefle naturall; 
And eke her champions glory ſounded over all. 


25 
Who,ftraight her leading with meet majeſty 
Vnto the Palace where their Kings did raigne, 
Did her therein eſtabliſh peaceably, 
Ang to her kingdomes (eat reſtore againe ; 
And allſuch perſons as did late maintaine 
That Tyrants part, with cloſe or open ayd, 
He ſorely puniſhed with heauy paine; 
Thatin ſhort ſpace,whiles there with her he ſtaid, 
Not one was left, thatdurſt her once haue diſabaid. - 
26 
During which time that he did there remaine, 
His ſtudie was true Tuſtice how to deale, 
Andday and night employ'd his bufie paine 
How toreformethatragged Common-weale : 
And that ſame iron man which could reueale 
All kidden crimes; through all that Realme he ſent, 
 Toſearch our thoſe that ys'd to rob and ſteale, 
+ +Ordid rebel! gainſt lawfull gouernmentr ; 
On whom he did inflict moſt gricuous puniſhment. 
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27 
But ere he could reforme it thoroughly, 
He through occaſion called was away 
To Faery-Courr, that of neceſſity 
His courſe of Tuſtice hewasforc't to ſtay, 
And Talus toreuoke from theright way, 
In which he was that Realme for to redreſle. 
But envies clowd ſtill dimmeth vertues ray. 
So hauing freed Irena from diſtreſle, 
He tooke his leaue of her, there left in heauineſſe. 
28 
Tho, as he backereturned from thatland, 
And there arriu'd againe whence forth he ſer, 
He had notpaſled farre vpon the ſtrand, 
When-as two oldill fauour'd Hags he met, 
By the way fide beeing together er, | 
Two grieſly creatures ; and, to that their faces 
Moft toule and filthy were, their garments yet 
Becivg all ragd and tatter'd, their difgraces 
Did —_ the more augment, and made moſtvgly caſes, 
29 
The one of them, that elder Hd appeare, | 
With her dulleyes did ſcemeto looke askew, 
That her miſ-ſhape much help; and her foule haire 
Hung looſe and loathſomely : there-to her hew 
VVas wan and leane, thatall her teeth arew, 
Andall her bones, might through her cheeks be red; 
Her lips were like raw leather, pale and blew : 
And as ſhe ſpake, there-with ſhe ſlaucred; 
Yet ſpake ſhe ſeldome, but thought morce;the lefle ſhee ſed. 


O 
Her hands werefouleand Ay, neuer waſht 
In all her life, with long nayles over-raughtr, | 
Like Puttocks clawes ::with rh*one of which ſhe ſcratcht 
Her curſed head, although it irched naught; 
The other held a ſnake with venime fraught, 
On which ſhe fed, and gnawed hungerly, 
As if thatlangſhehad noteaten ought; 
That round about her iawes one night deſcry 
The bloudy gore and poylondropping lothſormly . 
| ZT- | 
Her name was Envy, knowen well thereby ; 
Whoſe nature 15 to grieue, and grud pe at all 
- Thateuerſheſces doen praiſe-worttuly: 
VVhoſe ſightto heris greateſt croſfe may fall, 
And vexcth ſo, that makes hereate her gall. 
For, when ſhe wanteth other thing to eate, 
She feeds on her owne mawevannaturall, 
And of her owne foule entrailes makes her meat; 
Meat fit for ſuch a monſters. monſterous dicat. 


32 

And if ſhe hapt of any good to heare, 
That had to any happily betid, 
Then would ſheinly fret, and grieve, and teare 
Her fleſh for felneſle; which ſhe mward hid : 
But if ſhe heard of ill that any did, 
Or harme that any had; then would ſhe make 
Great cheere, like one vntoa banquet bid; 
And in anothersloſſe great pleaſure take, 

As ſhe had gotthercby, and gaineda great ſtake, 

Dd. 
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The other, nothing better Bs then ſhee; 

Agrecing in bad will and cancred kind, 

But in bad manner they did diſagree : 

For, what-ſo Envy good or bad did find, 

She did conceale, and murderher owne mind; 

But this,what=cuer euill ſhe conceiued, 

Did ſpread abroad, and throwe in th'open wind. 

Yetthis in all her words mightbeperceiued, (reaued. 
Tharall ſhee ſought, was mens good name to haue be- 


For, what-ſocucr good by a ſaid, 
Or doen ſhe heard, ſhe would ſtraight-waies invent 
How to depraue, or ſlanderouſly vp-braid, 
Or to miſconſtrue of a mans intenr, 
And turnetoill the thing that well was ment. 
Thercforeſhe vſcd often to reſort 
To common haunts, and companies frequent, 
To harke what any one 4id good report, þ. 
To blot theſame with blame, or wreſtin wicked ſort. 


And if that any ill ſhe heard wt any, 
She would it ecke, and make much worſe by telling, 
And take great ioy to publiſhitto many, 
T hat eucry matter worſe was for her melling. 
Her name was hight Detra&ion,and her dwelling 
Was neere to Enyy,cuen her neighbour next; 
A wicked hag, and Envy lelfc excelling 
In miſchicfe: for, her {clfc ſhe onely yext: 
Bur this {amie, both her ſelfe, and others cke perplext. 
6 
Her face was vgly, and bench diſtort, 
Foming with poyſon round about her gils, 
In which her curlcd tongue (tull ſharpe and ſhort) 
Appear'd hike Apis {t1ng, that cloſely kils, 
Or crucjly docs wound whom-ſo ſhewils : 
A diſtafte in her other hand ſhe had, 
Vpon the which ſhelutle ſpinnes, but ſpils, 
And faines to weaue falle tales and leafings bad, 


Tothrowe amongſtthe good, which others had diſſprad. 


7 
Theſe two now had hetidelnes combyn'd in one, 
And linkt together gainſt Sir Artherall, 
For whom they waited as his morrall fone, 
How they might make himinto miſchiefe fall, 
For freeing from their ſnares Irena thrall : 
Beſides, vnto themſclues they gotten had 
A monſter, which the Blatant Beaft men call; 
A dreadful fiend, of Gods and men ydrad, 
Whom they by {lights allur'd, and to their purpoſe lad. 
8 


Such were theſe Hags; and bo vnhandfome dreft : 
Who when they nigh approching had eſpide 
Sir Arthegallreturn'd from his late queſt, 
They both aroſc,and at him loudly cryde, 
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As it had beenetwo ſhepheards curres, had ſcride 
A raucnous Wolfe amoneſt theſcattered flocks. 
And Envy firſt, as ſhethat firſt him eyde, 
Towards him runnes, and with rude flaring locks 


About her eares, does beat her breſt, & forhead knocks. 


Then from her mouth the oobbet ſhe doestake, 
The which whyleare ſhe was ſo greedily 
Deuouring 3 cuen that hale-gnawen ſnake, 
And at him throwes it moſt defpightfully, 
The curſed Serpent, though ſhe huogrily 
Earſt chaw'd thereon, yet was not all io dead, 
But that ſome life remained ſecretly ; 

And,as he paſt afore withouten dread, 
Bit him behind, that long the marke was tobercad. 
40 

Then, th'other comming neerc, gan him reuile, 
And foully raile, with all ſhe could invent; 
Saying, thathe had with vamanly guile, 

And foule abuſion both his honour blent, 
And thatbrightſword, theſword of [uſticelent, 
Had ſtained with reprochetull crueltic, 
In guiltleſſe blood of many an innocent: 
As for Grandtorto, him with treacheric 
And traines hauing ſurpriz'd,he foully did to die; 


- 


41 
There-to the Blatant beaſt, by themſert on, 
Arthim began aloud to barke and bay, 
With bitter Tage and fell contention, 
Thatallthe woods androcks,n: ghrothat way, 
Began to quake and tremblewith diſmay; 
Andalltheayre rebellowed againe. 
So dreadfully his hundred tongues did bray, 
And cuermore thoſe hags themſclues did paine, 
To ſharpen him,and their owne curſed tongues did ſtrane, 


42 
And ſtill among, moſt bitter words they ſpake, 
Moſt ſhametull, moſt vnrighteous, moſt vntrew, 
That they the mildeſt man aliue would make 
Forget his patience, and yeeld vengeance dew 
To her, that ſo falſeſlaunders at him threw. 
And more, to make thEpearce and wound more deept, 
She with the ſting which in her vile tongue grew, 
Did ſharpen them, andinfreſh poyſon ſteepe : 
Yet he paſt on, and ſeem'd of them to take no keepe. 


43 
But Talus, hearing herſo lewdly raile, 
And ſpeake ſo ill of him, thatwell deſerued, 
Would her haue chaſtiz'd with his iron flaile, 
If her Sir Arthegall had not preſerued, 
And him forbidden, who his heaſt obſerued. 
So much the more at him ſtill did ſhe ſcold, 
And ſtones did caſt, yethe for nought would ſwerue 
From his right courſe, but ſtill the way did hold 
To Facry Court, where what him fell ſhall elſe be told. 
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HE SIXI BOOKE 


Or THE FAEREE 
QVEENE: 


CONTAINING 
The Legend of Sir CALIDORE. 


O'R 
Of Curteſie_. 


. Sith it at firſt was by the Gods with paine 
J He waics,throgh which my weary ſteps I guide, = Planted in earth, becing deriu'd at furſt 
In this delighttull land of Faery, From heauenly ſeedes of bounty ſoueraine, 
28 Arco exceeding ſpacious and wide, And by them long with carefull labour nurſt, 
| And ſprinkled with fuch {iveet varietic T ll it to ripeneſfe grew, and forth to honour burſt. 
Of all that pleaſant is to eare or eye, 
Thatl ni x: rauiſht with rare thoughts delight, 
My tedious traucll doe forget thereby ; Thenis the blooſme of comely curtelie ; 
And when I gin tofeele decay of might, . Which, thoughit on alowely ſtalke doe bowre, 
It ſtrength to me ſupplies, and cheares my dulled ſpright. Yet brancheth forth in braue nobilitie, 
2 And ſpreads itfelfe through all ciuilitie : 
Such ſecret comfort, and ſuch heauenly pleaſures, Of which, though preſent age doe plentious ſgeme, 
Yeſacred Imps, that on Parnaſſo dwell, Yet beeing matchtwith plaine Antiquity, 
And therethe keeping haue of learnings threaſures, Yewill them all but fained ſhowes eſteeme, 
Which doe all worldly riches farre excell, Which carry colours fuire, that feeble eyes miſdeeme. 
Into the mindes of mortall men doe well, 
And goodly fury into them infuſe ; ; 
Guide ye my footing, and conduCtt me well Its now ſo furre from that which then it was, 
In theſe ſtrange waies, where neuer foote did vſe, Thatirindeed is nought burforgerie, 
Ne none can find, but who was taught them by the Muſe ; Faſhion'd to pleaſe the eyes of them, that paſs, 
Which tee not perfe&tthings butinaglats : 
Yeris that glafle fo gay, thatit can blind 
Ofvertue, which with you Joth thereremaine, The wilcit fight, to thinke goldthatis brals. 
Where it in filuer bowre does hidden lie But vertuesſeat is deepe within the mind, 
From view of men, and wicked worlds diſdaine. And not Fs ſhowes, bur inward thoughts _ 
jb F: og ur 


Amongſt them all growes notafairer flowre, 


5 
Butin the triall of true currefie, 


3 
Reuecaleto me the ſacred nourſer 
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But where ſhall I in all Antiquitie Then pardon me, moſt dread<d Soucraigne 

So fire a patterne finde, where may be ſcene That from your felte I doethis vertue bring, 

The goodly praile of Princely curteſic, Andto your ſclte doe it returne ag ame? 

As1n your {elte,o ſoucraine Lady Queene ? - So from the Ocean all riucrs {prug, 

In wholepure mind, as ina mirror ſheene, And tribute backe repay as to ther King. 

It ſhowes, and with her brightnefle doth inflame Right ſo from you al] goodly vertur's well 

Theeyes of all, which thereon fixed beene; Into thereſt Which round abourtyou ring, 

Bu: meriterth ded an highername : : Fure Lords and Ladies, which about YOu dwell, 
Y<lo from lowe to high vp-liftedis your name. And doe adorne your Court, where courteſies cavelt. 
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£2 Þ Court, it ſeemes,men Courtefie doecall, And now he was in trauc!! on his way, 
2 For that ittheremoſt vſeth to abound ; Vponan hard adyentureſore beſtad, 
& And well beſeemeth, thatin Princes hall When-as by chaunce he met vpon a day 
50 That vertue ſhould be plentifully found, With Arthegall, returning yet halfe ſad 
$9 Which of all goodly manners is the ground, From his late conqueſt which he gotten had. 
Androote of ciuill converſation. Who, when-2s we: of other had a fight, 
Right ſo in Faery Courtitdid redound, They knew themlelues, and boththeir perſonsrad : 
Where courteous Knj ohts and Ladies moſt did won When Calidore thus firſt ; Haile nobleſt Knight 
Of all on carth, and made a putchiefſe paragon. OF all this day on ground ” breathen lining {pright : 
2 
But mongſt themall was none more courteous Knight, Now tell, if pleaſe you, of & ood ſucceſle 
Then Calidore, beloued over all : Which ye haue kad? in lng enterprize. 
In whom, it ſeemes, that gentleneſle cf fprighr To whom Sir Arthegall ganto expreſſe 
And manners milde were Planted naturall ; His whole exploit, andyalorous emprize, 
To which he mas comely enize withall, In order as it did to him arite. 
And gracious ſpeech, did ſte alſemens harts away. Now happy'man, faid then Sir Calidore, 
Nath'lefſe, thereto he was full ſtout and tall, Which haue ſo goodly,as ye can deuize, 
And well approv'd in battailous affray, Atchicu'd fo hard a queſt, as few before ; 
That him did much renowme, and far hus fame diſplay, That ſhall you moſt renowmed make for cuermore. 
Ne was there Knight, I 3 there Lady found But where ye ended haue, now I begin 
In Faery Court, but him did deare embrace, ; To tread an endlefletrace withoutcn guide, 
For his faire viage and conditions ſound, Or good direCtion, how to enter in, 
The which in all mens liking gained place, Or Row toilſueforth in waies vntride, 
And with the greateſt, purchaſt greateſt grace : In perils ſtrange, in labours Tong and wide; 
Which he could wiſely vie, and well apply, * In which, although good fortune me befall, 
To pleaſe the belt, and th'euillto embaſe. Yet ſhall it not by none be teſtifide. 
For, he loath'd leafing, and baſe flattery, What is that queſt, quoth then Sir Avthe pe 
And loued fiwple truth, and ſtedfaſt honeſty. That you into ſuch perils preſently doth call 


The 
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The Blattant Beaſt, quoth he, I doepurſew, 
And through the worldinceſlantly doe chaſc, 
T1llI him overtake, orelſe ſubdew : 
Yet knowe I not or how, or in whatplace, 
To find him our, yet ſtill I forward trace. 
What is that Blattant Beaſt, then he replide ? 
It is a Monſter bred of helliſh race, 
Then anſwerd he, which often hath annoyd 
Good Knights and Ladies true, and many elle deſtroyd., 
8 


Of Cerberus whylome he was begot, 
Andfell Chimera in her darkſome den, 
Through foule commixture of his filthy blot; 
Whereke was foſtred long in Stygianfen, 
Till he toperteCripeneſle grew, and then 
Into this wicked world he forth was ſent, 
To be the plague and ſcourge of wretched men: 
Whom with y1]e tongue and venemous intent 
He ſore doth wound, and bite, and cruelly torment. 


Then fince the ſaluage Ila I didleaue, 
Said Arthegall, I ſuch a Beaſt did ſee, 
The which did ſeeme a thouſand tongues to haue, 
Thata/l in ſpight and malice did agree, 
With which he bayd, and loudly barktatmee, 
As ifthat he attonce would me deuoure. 
But I,that knew my ſelfe from perillfree, 
Did noughtregard his malice nor his powre; 


But he the morehis wicked poyſonforth did poure. 


10 

That ſurely is that Beaſt, ſaid Calidore, 
Which I purſue, of whom I amright glad 
To heare theſe tidings, which of none afore 
Through all my weary trauell I haue had : 
Yetnow ſome hope your words ynto me add. 
Now God you ſpeed, quoth then Sir Arthegall, 
And keepe your body from the danger dead; : 
For, ye haue much adoeto deale withall; 

So both tooke goodly leaue, and parted ſcuerall, 

II 

Sir Calidore thence trauclled notlong, 
When-as by chaunce a comely Squire he found, 
Thatthorough ſome more mighty enemies wrongs 

Both hand and footvnto a tree was bound : 

Whoyſeeing him from farre, with pittious ſaund 
Of his ſhrill cries him called to his aide. 
Towhom approching,in that painfull ſtound 

. When he him ſaw, for no demaunds he ſtaid, 

But firſthim loos'd, and afterwards thus to him (aid. 


12 | 
Vnhappy Squire, what hard mishap thee brought 
Taro thi bay of perill and dforace 2 _ 
What cruell hand thy wretched thraldome wrought, 
And thee captiued in this ſhamefull place > 
To whom he anſwerd thus; My hapleſle caſe 
Is not occafiond through my miſdeſert, 
Butthrough misfortune, which did me abaſe 
Vnto this ſhame, and my young hope ſubvert, 


ErethatT in her guilefull traines was well expert. 


I . 
Notfarrefrom hence, vpon yond rocky hill, 
Hard by a traight there ſtands a Caltle ſtrong, 
VVhich doth obſerue a cuſtome lewd and ill, 
Andit hath long maintaind with mighty wrong : 
For, may no Knight nor Lady paſſe along 
That way (and yetthey needs muſt paſſe that way) 
By reaſon of the Qraight, androcks among, 
But they that Ladies locks doe ſhaue away, 
And that knights beard for toll, which they for paſſage pay; 


14 

A ſhamefullvſe as euer I did heare, 

Said Calidore, and to be overthrowne. 

But by what meanes did they art firſt itreare, 

And fn what cauſe 2 tell if thou haue it knowne. 
Said then that Squire: TheLady which doth owne 
This Caſtle, is by name Briana hight, 

Then which a prouder Lady liucth none : 
She long time hath deare lov'd adoughty Knight, 

And ſoughttowin his lone by all the meanes ſhe might. 


IF 
His name is Crador, who through high diſdaine 
And proyddeſpight of hisſclfe-pleaſing mind, 
Refuſed hath to yield her loue againe, 
Vatill a Mantle ſhe for him doe find, 
With beards of Knights, and locks of Ladies lin'd. 
| Which to prouide, ſhe hath this Caſtle dight, 
And therein hath a Seneſchall aſſign'd, 
Cald Maleffort, a man of mickle might, 
Who executes her wicked will, with worſedeſpight. 
6 


I 
He, this ſame day, as I that way did come 
With a faire Damzell, my beloued deare, 
In execution of herlawlefſe doome, 
Did ſet vponvs flying both for feare : 
For, little bootes againſt him hand toreare. 
Me firſt he tooke,vnable to withſtond ; 
And whyles he her purſued cucry where, 
Till his returne vnto this tree he bond: 
Ne wote I ſurely, whether her he yer haue fond. 
I7 
Thus, whiles they ſpake, they heard aruefull ſhrieke 
Of one loud crying, which they ſtraight way gheſt, 
That it was ſhe, the which for helpe did ſecke, 
Tho, looking vp vnto the cryto leſt, 
They ſaw that Carle fromfarre, with hand ynblefſt 
Haling that maiden by the yellow haire, 
That all her garments from her ſnowy breſt, 
| Andfrom het head her locks he nigh did teare, 
Ne would he ſpare for pitty, norrefraine for feare. 


18 
Which haynous fight when Calidore beheld, 
Eftſoones he loos'd that Squire, and ſo him] er, 
With harts diſmay, and inward dolour queld, 
For to purſue that villaine, which had retr 
Thatpittious ſpoile by ſo injurious theft. 
Whom overtaking, loud to him he cride 
Leauefaytor quickly that _—_— wett, 
To him that hath it better 1uſttfide, 
And turne thee ſooneto him, of whom thou art defide. 
Dd. 3. VVho 
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I9 | 
Who harkning to thatvoice, himſclfevp-reard, 


And ſeeing himſfo fiercely towards make, 
Againſt him ſtoutly ran, as nought afeara, 
But rather morcenrag'd for thoſe words ſake; 


And with ſterne count'naunce thus vnto him ſpake;z 


Artthou the caitiue that defieſt mee, 
And for this Maid, whoſe party thou dooſt take, 
Wilt give thy beard, though it but little bee ? 


Yet ſhallit nother locks for raunfome fro me tree. 


20 | 
VVith that, he fiercely at him flew, and Lyd 


He greater grew, and ganto driuc at him more hard. 


On hideous ſtrokes with moſt importune might, 
That ofthe made him ſtagger as vnſtaid, | 
And oftrecuile to ſhunne his ſharpe deſpighr. 
But Calidore, that was well skild in fight, 

Him loog forbore, and ſtill his ſpirit ſpar'd, 

<p bo waithow him he damage nught. 

But when he felthim ſhrinke, and come to ward, 


21 


Like as a water ſtreame, whoſe ſwelling ſourſe 


Shall drive a Mill, within ſtrong banks is pent, 
Andlong reſtrained of hisready courſe; 

So ſoone as paſſage is vnto him lent, 

Breakes forth, and makes his way morc yiolent, 
Such was the fury of Sir Calidore, 

When once he felt his foe-manto relent; 

He fiercely him purſu'd, and prefled fore, 


Who as he ſtill decayd, ſo heencreaſed more. 
22 
The heauy burden of whoſe dreadfull might 


When as the Carleno longer couldſuſtaine, 


His hart gan faint, and ſtraight he trookehis flight 


Toward the Caſtle, where if need conſtraine, 
His hope of refuge vſed to remaine. 

Whom Calidore perceiuing faſt to flie, 

Hehim purſu'd and chaced through the Plaine, 
That hefor dread of death gan loude to cry 


Vnto the ward, to opento him haſtily. 
[os 
They, from the wall him ſeeing ſoaghaſt, 


The gateſoone opened to receiuc him inz 

But Calidore did follow him fo faſt, 

That euen in the Porch he him did win, 

And cleft his head aſunder to his chin. 

The carcaſle tumbling downe within the dore, 
Did choke the entrance with a lump of fin, - 
That it could not be ſhut, whil'ſt Calidore 


Did enter in, andflew the Porter on the flore. 


24 
With that, the reſt, the which the Caſtle kept, 


Abour him flockt, and hard at him didlay; 
But he them allfrom him full lightly ſwept, 
As doth a Steare, in heat of formers day, 
With his long taile the bryzes bruſh away. 
Thencepaſling forth, into the hall he came, 
Where, of the Lady ſclfe in ſad diſmay 


He was ymet: who with vacomely ſhame 


Ganhim ſalute, and foule ypbraid with faulty blame. 


 Andifnonedoe, yertſhame ſhall thee with ſhame requighr 


25 

Falſe traytor Knight, {aid ſhe, no knight at all, 
But ſcorne of armes,that haſt with guilty hand 
Murdred my men; and flaine my Seneſchall ; 
Now commeſt thou to rob my houſe yamand, 
And ſpoile my lelte, that cannot thee withſtand ? 
Yet doubt thou not, butthatfome better Knight 
Then thou, thatſhall thy treaſon vnderſtand, 
Will it auenge, and pay thee with thy right : 


2 

Much was the Knight abaſhed ar that word ; 
Yet anſ{werd thus; Notvnto me the ſhame, 
But to the ſhamefull dooer it afford. | 
Blood is no blemith; for, itisno blame * | 
To puniſh thoſe that doedeſerue the ſame ; Lil 
Burt they that breake bands of ciuilitie, 
And wicked cuſtomes make, thoſe doe defame 
Both noble armes and gentle curtefie. 

No greaterſhame to man,then inhumanine. 


27 
Then doe yourſelfe, for dread ofſhame, forgoc 
This euill manner, which ye here mainrtaine, 
And doein ſtead thereof mild curt'fie ſhowe 
To all that paſſe. Thatfſhall you glory gaine 
More then his loue, which thus yeſeeke t'obtaine, 
V Vhere-with, all full of wrath, ſhe thus replide; 
Vilerecreant, knowe that I doe much difdaine 
Thy courteous lore, that dooſt my loue deride, 
Who ſcornes thy idle ſcoffe, and bids thee be defide. 
28 
To take defiance at a Ladies word 
Quoth hee, I holdit no indignity ; 
But were he here, that would it with his fyord 
Abett, perhaps he moteit deere aby. 
Coward, quoth ſhee, were not thatthou wouldſtflie, 
Ere he doe come, he ſhould befoone inplace. 
If I doe fo, ſaid he, then liberty 
I leaue to you, for aye meto diſgrace, 


With all thoſe ſhames that earſt ye ſpake meto deface. 


2 

V Vith that, a Dwarfe ſhe Fe: to her in haſte, 

And taking from her hand aring of gold 

(A priuy token which betweene them paſt) 

Bade him to flie with all the ſpecd he could 

To Crudor, and defire him that he would 

Vouchſafe to reskew her againſt a Knight, 

Who through ſtrong powre had now herſc|fein hold, 

Hauing late ſlaine her Seneſchall in fiphr, 
And all her people murdred with outragious might, 


O 

The Dwarfe his way lid hatte, and went all night; 

Burt Calidore did with her there abide 

The comming of that ſo much threatned Knight, 

Where thar difcourteous Dame with ſcornfull pride, 

And foule entreaty him indignifide, 

That iron hart it hardly could ſuſtaine : 

Yet he, that could his wrath full wiſely guide, 

Did well endure her womanith difdazne, 
And did himſclfe from fraile impatience retraine. 
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The morrow next, before . We lampe of light 

Abouc the earth yp-reard his flaming head, 

The Dwarfe which borethat meſſage to herknight, 

Brought aunſwere back, that ere heraſted bread, 

He would her ſuccour; and aline or dead 

Her foc deliver vp into herhand: 

Therefore he wild her doc away all dread; 

And that of him ſhe mote aſſured ſtand, 
He ſent to her his baſenet, as a faithfull band. 


2 

Thereoffull blithe the tals ſtraight became, 
 Andgantaugment her bitrernefſe much more: 

Yet no whit more appalled for the ſame, 

Ne ought diſmaied was Sir Calidore, 

But _ did more cheerfullſeeme therefore. 

And hauing ſoone his armes about him dight, 

Did iſſue forth, ro meet his foe afore; 

Where long heſtayed not, when-as a Knight 
He ſpide come pricking on with all his powre & might. 


Well weend he ſtraight, OS. "A ſhould be the ſame 
Which tooke in hand her quarrell ro maintaine 3 
Neſtaid to aske if it were he by name, 

But coucht his ſpeare, and ran at him amaine. 

They been ymettin middeſt of the Plaine, 

With ſo fell furic and deſpiteous force, 

That neither could the others ſtroke ſuſtaine, 

But rudelyrowl'd to ground both man and horſe, 
Neither of other taking pixty norremorſe. 


Y jo 4 

But Calidore vp>roſe gain FA light, 

Whiles yet his foe lay faſt inſenſcleſſe ſound; 

Yer would he not him hurt, although he might: 

For, ſhame he weend a ſleeping wight to wound, 

Bur when Briana ſawthat drery ſtound, 

There where ſhe ſtood vpon the Caſtle wall, 

She deem'd him ſure to haue becne dead on ground: 

And made ſuch pittious mourning there-withall, 
That fromthe battlements ſhe ready ſeem'd to fall. 


Nath'lefſeat length kimſclle he did vp-reare 
In luſtleſſe wife ; as if againſt his will, 
Ere he had ſlept his fill, he wakened were, 
And gan toſtretch his limbes; which feeling ill 
Of his late fall, awhilehe reſted ſill: 
But when he ſaw his foe before in view, 
He ſhooke off luskiſhneſle, and courage chill 
Kindling afreſh, gan battell to renew, 


Toproue if better foot then horſeback would cnſew. 


\ 26 
There then began a fearefull cruell fray 
Betwixt them two, for maiſtery of might. 
For, both were wondrous praCticke in thatplay, 
.And paſſing well expert in ſingle fight, 
And both inflam'd with furious delpight : 
Which as it ſtill encreaſt, ſo ſtill increaſt 
Their cruel! ſtrokes and terrible aftright ; 
Ne once for ruth their rigour they releaſt, 


Ne onceto breathe awhile their angers tempeſt ceaſt, 


= 37 ; (9 
Thus, long they trac't and trauerſt to andtro, 


And tryde all waies, how cach mote entrance make 
Intothe life of his malignant toc; 

They hew'd their helmes, and plates aſunJer brake, 
As they had pot-fhares becn; for nought mote {luke 
Their greedy vengeaunces, but goary blood; 

That atthe laſt, like to a purplelake 

Of bloudy gore congeal d about them ſtood, 


Which from their riuen fides forth outhed like 2 flood. 


; 3 
Atlengrth, it chaunc't, that both their hands on hie 


Attonce did heaue, with all their powre and might, 
Thinking the vtmoſt of their force to try, 

And proue the finall fortune of the fight : 

But Calidore, that was more quickc ot light, 

And nimbler handed then his enemy, 

Preuented him before his ſtroke could light, 

And on the helmet {mote him formerly, 


Thar madehim ſtoope to ground with meeke humility. 


And ere hecould recouer foot againe, 


He following thatfaire advan rage faſt, 

His ſtroke redoubled with ſuch might and maine, 
That him vpon the ground he groucling caſt ; 
And leaping to him light, would haue vnlac't 

His Helme, to makevnto his vengeance way. 
Who ſeeing in what danger he was plac't, 

Cryde out, Ah mercy Sir, doc me notlay, 


But ſaue my life, which lot before your foot doth lay. 


40 | 
VVith that, his mortall hand awhile he ſtayd, 


And hauing ſome-what calm'd his wrathfull heat 
With goodly patience, thus he to him aid ; 

And is the boaſt of that proud Ladies threat, 
That menaced me from the field to bear, 

Now brought to this? By this now may ye learne, 
Strangers no more fo rudely to intreat, 

But put away proud looke, and viage ſterne, 


The which ſhall nought to you bur foule dishonour carne. 


I 


For, nothing is more blamefull to a Knight, 


That court'fie doth as well as armes profeſle, 
How-ecuer ſtrong and fortunate in fight, 

Then the Aa, of pride and cruelnelle. 

In vaine he ſeeketh others to {uppreſle, 

Who hath not learnd him felfe firſt to ſubdew : 
All fleſh is fraile, and full of ficklenefle, 


Subiectto fortunes chaunce, ſtill changing new ; ' 


Wharthaps to day to me, to morrow may to you. 


42 


VVho will not mercy vnto others ſhew, 


How can he mercy cuer hope to haue ? 

To pay each with his owne, is right and dew. 
Yet fith ye mercy now doe need to craue, 

I will it graunt, your hopelefle life to ſaue, 
Wth theſe conditions, which I willpropound: 
Firſt, that ye better ſhall your (elite behaue 
Vnto all errant knights, where-ſo on ground; 


Next, thatye Ladies ayde 1n cucry i{tcad and ſtound. 
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The wretched man, that all this while did dwell 
In dread of death, his heafts did gladly heare, 
And promiſt to performe his precept well, 
And what-ſocuer elſe he would requere. 
So ſuffring him to riſe, he made him ſiveare 
By his owne ſword, and by the croſle thereon, 
To take Brianafor his louing fere, 
Withouten dowre or compoſition ; 

But to releaſe his former foule condition. 


All which accepting, and with Faithfull oth 
' Binding himſelte moſt firmely to obay, 

He vp aroſc, how cuerliefe or loth, 
Andiwore to him true fealty for aye. 
Then forth he cald from ſorrowfull diſmay 
Theſad Briana, which all this beheld : 
Who comming forth yer full of late affray, 
Sir Calidore vp-cheard, and to her teld 

All this accord, to whuch he Crudor had compeld. 


Whereof ſhe now more 1ad, then ſory earſt, 
All overcome with inf cafte& 
For his exceeding courreſie, that pearc't 
Her ſtubborne hart with :nward deepe effeR, 
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>A23>3 Hatvertueis ſo fitting for a Knight, 
\ W/E « Orfor a Lady, by pn. a knight foud loue, 
/ \ j& As Comtefie, to beare themſelues aright 
be tabes T 0 all of cach degree, as doth behoue ? 
For, whether they be placed high aboue, 
Orlowe beneath, yet ought they well to knowe 
Their good, that nonethem rightly may reproue 
Ofrudeneſle, for not yielding what they owe : 
Great skill it is ſuch duties timely to beſtowe. 


2 
There-to great helpe Dame Nature ſelfe doth lend: 
For, ſome ſo goodly gratious are by kind, 
That euery aftion doth them much commend, 
And in the eyes of men great liking find ; 


Canto II. 


Calidore ſees young Triſtram ſlay 
4 proud d.ſcourteous knight: 


He makes him Squire,& of him learnes | 


his ſtate ana preſe nt plight. 
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Beforc his feet herſelfe ſhe didproict, 
And him adoring as her liues deare Lord, 
With all due thankes, and dutifullreſpe&&, 
Herſelfe acknowledg'd bound for that accord, 
By which he had to her both life and Louereſtord. 
46 
So all returning to the Caſtle, glad, 
Mot ioyfully ſhe them did entertaine; 
Where goodly glee and feaſt to them ſhe made, 
To ſhew her thankfull mind and meaning faine, 
By all the meanes ſhe mote itbeſt explaine ; 
And after all, vnto Sir Calidore 
She freely gaue that Caſtle for hispaine, 
And her ſelfe bound to him for euermore; 
$0 wondrouſly now chang'd from thatſhe was afore. 


47 
But Calidore, himſelfe would not retaine 

Nor land nor feefor hire of his good deed; 
Bur gaue them ftraightynto thar Squire againe, 
Whom from her Seneſchall he lately freed, 
Andto his damzell, as theirrightfull meed, 
Forrecompence ofall their former wrong : 
There he remaind with them rightwell agreed, 
Till of his wounds he wexed wholeand ftrong, 


And then to his firſt queſt he pafled forth along. 
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Which others, that haue greater $kill in mind, 
Though they enforce themſelues, cannot atraine. 
For, euery thing to which one is inclin'd, 
Doth beſt become, and greateſt grace doth gaine : 
Yet praiſe likewiſe deſerue good thewes, enforc't with 


(painc. 


Thatwell in courteous Calidore appeares; 
Whoſe euery deed, and word that he did ſay, 
Was hkeenchauntmenr, that through both the eyes, 
And both the eares did ſtealethe hart away. 
He now againe is on his former way, 
To follow his firſt queſt, when as heſpyde 
A tall young man from thence not farre away, 
Fighting on foot, as well he him deſcride, 
Againſt an armed knight, that did on horſe-back ride. 
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And them beſide, a Lady faire he ſaw, 

Standing alone on foot, in foulearray : 

To whom himſelfe he haſtily did draw, 

To wect the cauſe of ſo vacomely fray, 

And to depart them, if ſo be he may. 

But ere he came in place, that youth had kild 

That armed Knight, that lowe on ground he lay ; 

Which when he law, his hart was 1nly child 
With great amazement, & his thought with wonder fild. 


5 
Him ſtedfaſtly he markt, and ſaw to bee 
A goodly youth of amiable grace, 
Yet bur aſlenderſlp, that ſcarce did ſee 
Yetſcauenteene yeeres,but tall and faire of face, 
Thar ſure he deem'd him borne of noble race. 
All in a Woodmans jacket he was clad 
OfLincolne greene,belay dwith filuer Jace ; 
And on his head an hood with aglets ſprad, 
And by his fide his hunters horne he hanging had, 
6 


Buskins he wore of coſtlieſt cordwaine, 
Pinkt ypon gold, and paled part per part, 
As then the guize wasfor each gentle ſwaine; * 
In his right Yand he held a trembling dart, 
Whoſe fellow he before had {entapart ; 
And in his lefthe held a ſharpe bore-ſpeare, 
With which he wontto launcethe ſaluage hart 
Of many a Lion, and of many a Beare 

That firſt yato his hand in chaſe did happen neare. 


| 7 
Whom Calidore awhile well hauing vewed, 


Arlength beſpake; What meanes this, gentle ſwaine ? - 


Why hath thy hand too bold itſelfe embrewed 
In blood of knight, the which by thee is ſlaine ? 
By thee no knight; which armes impugneth plaine. 
Certes, {aid he, loth were I to haue "ul, 
The law of armes; yetbreakeit ſhould againe, 
Rather then letmy lelfe of wightbeſtroken, 
Solong as thefe two armes were able to be wroken. 
| 8 
For, not I him, as this his Lady here 
May witneſle well,did offer firſt to wrong, 
Nelurely thus vnarm'd likely were; 
But he me firſt, through pride & puiſſance ſtrong 
Afſaild, notknowing whatto armes doth long. 
Perdie, great blame, then ſaid Sir Calidore, 
For armed knight a wightvnarm'd to wrong. 
;  Butthen aread, thou gentle child, wherefore 
Bcetwixt you two began this ſtrife and fterne yp-rore. 


That ſhall I oth, ſaid he, - youdeclare. 
I,whoſe voriper yeeresare yetvnhir 
For thing of weight, or worke of greater care, 
Doe ſpend my dayes, and bend my carelefle wit 
Toſaluage chace, where I thereon may his 
In all this forreſt, and wilde woody raine: 
Where, as this day I was enranging it, | 
I chaunc'tto meetthis knight, who there lies ſlaine, 


Together with this Lady, paſſing on he Plaine, 


10 

The knight,as yedid fce,on horſe-back was, 

And this his Lady (that him ill became) 

On her faire feetby his horſe tide did paſs 

Through thick and thin, vnfit for any Dame. 

Yetnot content, more to increaſe his ſharre, 

When-lo ſhe lagged, as ſheneeds motels, 

He with his fpeare (that was to him great blame) 

Would thumpe her forward, and intorceto g0C, 
Weeping to himin vaine, and making pittious woe. 


II 
V Vhich when I ſaw, as they mepaſled by, 
Much was I moued in indignant mind, 
And gan to blame him for fuch cruelty 
Towards a Lady, whom with vlage kind 
He rather ſhould haue taken vp bchind. 
Where-with he wroth, and full of proud difdaine, 
Took 1n foule {corne that I ſuch fault did find, 
And meinlieu thereof reuil'd againe, 
Threatniog to chaſtize meas doth Ya child pertaine. 


2 
Which I noleſle diſdaynin g, backereturned 
His ſcornetull taunts vnto his teeth againe, 
That he ſtraight way with haughtie choler borned, 
And with his ſpeare ſtrooke me one ſtroke or twaine ; 
Which I,enforc't to beare, though to my paine, 
Caſtro rcquite ; and with a lender dart, 
Fellow of this I beare, thro'wne not in vaine, 
Strooke him, as ſeemerth, vnderneath the hart, 
That through the wound his ſpiritſhortly did depart. 


p 
Much did Sir Calidore adeirckis ſpeach 
Tempred ſo well; but more admir'd the ſtroke 
That through the mailes had made lo ſtrong a breach 
Into his hart, and had lo ſternely wroke 
His wrath on him, thar firſt occaſion broke. 
Yetreſted not, butfurther gan inquire 
Of that ſame Lady, whether what he ſpoke, 
Were oothly ſo, and that th'vorighteous ire 
Of her owne knight, had giuen him his owne due hire, 
I4 
Of all which;when as ſhe could nought deny, 
But cleard that ſtripling of th'imputed blame, 
Staid then Sir Calidore; neither will I 
Him charge with guilt, butrather doe quiteclame : 
For, what he ſpake, for you heſpake it, Dame; 
And what he did, he did himlelfe to ſave: (ihame. 
Againſt both which, that knight wrought knightlelle 
For, knights and all men this by nature haue, 
Towards all women-kind them kindly to behaue. 
I 
But, fith that he is gone irrcuocable; 
Pleaſe it you Lady, to vs to aread, 
What cauſe could make him {o diſhonourable, 
Todriueyoulo onfootvntitto tread 
And lackey by him, gainſt all womanhead? 
Certes, fir knight, {aid the, full loch I were 
To raiſe aliuing blame againſt the dead : 
But ſith it meconcernes my lelfe to clere, 


I will the truth diſcouer, as it chaunc't whylere. 
This 
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16 
This day, as he and I together roade 
Vpon our way, to which we weren bent, 
Wechaunc'tto come fore-by a couert glade 
Within a wood, where-as a Lady gent 
Sate with a Knight injoyous ioll; ment 
Of their franke loues, free from all jealous ſpies : 
Faire was the Lady ſure, that mote content 
An hart not carried with too curious eyes, 


And vnto him did ſhew all louely curteſies. 


17 
Whom,when my Knightdid ſee fo louely faire, 
He inly gan her Louer to cnvie, 
And wiſh that he part of his ſpoyle might ſhare. 
Where-to when as my preſence he didſpy 
To be alet,he bade me by and by 
For to alight : but when as I was loth, 
My Loucs ownepartto leaue ſo ſuddenly, 


—_—— 


22 
Then,as it were t'avenge his wrath on mee, 
When forward we ſhould fare, he flatrefuſed 
To take mevp (as this young man did ſee) 
Vpon his ſteed, for no 1uſt cauſe accuſed, 
But forc*tto trot on foot, and foule miſuſed ; 
Punching me with the butt end of his ſpeare, 
In vaine complaining to be ſo abuſed. 
For, heregarded neither plaint nor teare, 
But more enforc't my paine, the more my plaints to heare. 


2 

So paſled we, till this young 2M vs met; 
And beeing moou'd with pitty of my plight, 
Spake, as was meet, foreaſe of my regret : 
Whereof befel], what now is in your fight. 
Now lure, then ſaid Sir Calidore, and right 
Me ſeemes, thathim befell by his owne fault : 
Who euerthinks through confidence of might, 


He with ſtrong hand downefr6 his ſteed me throw'th, Or throu gh ſupport of count'nance proud and hault 
And with preſumptuous powre againſt that knight __ To wrong the weaker, oftfalles in his owne aflaulr. 
18 (go'th. 


Vnarm'd all was the knight; as then more meete 
For Ladies ſcruice, and forloues delight, 
Then fearing any foc-man there to meet : 
Whereof hetaking oddes, ſtraight bids him dight 
Himlelfe to yield his Louc, or clſe to fight. 
Whereat, the other ſtartin g vp diſmaid, 
Yetboldly anſwer'd, as herightly night; 
To leaue his Louc he ſhould beill apayd, 


In which hc had good right gainſt all, that it gaine-ſaid. 
I 


Yet, fith he was not ikand7: in plight 
Her to defend, ors to Atifie 
He himrequeſted, as hewas a Knight, 
To lend him day his better right to try, 
Or ſtay till he his armes(which ek by) 
Might lightly fetch. Buthe was fierce and hot, 
Netime would giue, nor any tearmes aby, 
Bur at him flew, and with his ſpeare him {mote ; 
From which to thinke to ſaue himſelfe, it booted not. 


20 

Meane-while, his Lady, which this outrage ſaw, 
VVhil'ſtthey togetherfor the quarrey ſtroue, 
Into the couert did her elfe withdraw, 
And cloſely hid her ſeife within the Groue. 
My knight, hers ſoone (as ſeemes) to danger droue, 
And left {ore wounded : but, when her he miſt, 
He woxe halfe mad, and in that rage gan roue 
Andrange throughallthe wood, where ſo hewiſt 

Shee hidden was, and ſought herſo long as him lift. 

21 


But, when as her he by no meanes could find, 
After long ſearch and chauffe, he turned back 
Vnto the place where me helefrbehind : 
There gan he me to curſe and ban, forlack 
Of that faire bootie, and with bitterwrack 
To wreake on me the guilt of his owne wrong. 
Ofall which, I yet olad to beare the pack, 

-Stroue to appeaſe him, and perſwadedlong : 

But ſtill his paſſion grew more violent and ſtrong. 


24 
Then, turning backe vnto that gentle boy, 
V Vhich had himfelfe ſo ſtoutly well acquit; 
Secing his faceſo louely ſterne and coy, 
And hearing th'anſwers of his pregnant wit, 
He prayſ{d it much, and much admired it; 
That ſure he weend him borne ofnoble blood, 
Wirth whom thoſe graces did fo goodly fit: 
And when helong had him beholding ſtood, 
He burſt into theſe words, asto him ſeemed good: 
2 
Faire gentleſwaine, and yet [A ſtout as faire, 
That in theſe woods amongſt the Nymphs dooſt won, 
Which daily may to thy ſweet lookes repaire, 
As they are wont vnto Latonaes ſon, 
After his'chace on woody Cynthus don : 
Well may I, certes, inch an one theeread, 
As by thy worth thou worthily haſt won, 
Or ſurely borne of tome Hergick lead, * | 
That in thy face appeares, and gratious goodly-heag. 
26 
But ſhould it not diſpleaſe thee itto tell 
(Vanleſle thou in theſe woods thy ſelfe conceale, 
For louc amongſtthe woody Gods to dwell; ) 
1 would thy lelfe require theeto reueale, 
For deare afteftion and vnfained zeale 
Which to thy noble perſonage I beare, 
And wiſh thee growe in worſhip and great weale. 
For, fince the day that armes 1 firſt did reare, 
I neuer ſaw 1n any, greater hope appeare. 


27 
To whom, then thus the noble youth ; May be 
Sir knight, that by difcouering my eſtate, 
Harme may ariſe vnweeting vnto mee; 
Nath'lefle, fith ye ſo courteous ſeemed late, 
To youlT will not feare itto relate. 
Then wote ye, thatI am a Briton borne, 
Sonne of a King, how cuer thorough fate 
Or fortune I my country haue forlorne, (adorne. 
Andloſtthe Crowne, which ſhould my head by right 
- n 
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28 
And Triſtram is my name, the onely beire 
Of g004 king Meliogras,which did ragne 
In Cornewale, till thathe through liues deſpeire 
Vatimely dide, before Ididatraine 
Ripe yeares of reaſon, my right ro maintaine. 
After whoſe death, his brother ſeeing mee 
An infant, weakea kingdometo ſuſtaine; 
Vpon him tooke the royall high degree, 
And ſent me, where him liſt, inſtued for to bee. 


2 

The widdow Queene, my EY which then hight 

Faire Emiline, conceiuing then preatfeare 

Of ny fraile ſafety, reſting in the might 

Of him, that did the kiogly Scepter beare, 

Whole jealous dread induring nota peare, 

Is wontto cut off all that doubt may breed, 

Thought beſt away me to remoue ſome-where 

Into ſome forraine Land, where-as no need 


4 
All which, when well Sir Colidere had heard, 


Him much more now, then carſthe gan admire, 
For therare hope which in his yeares appear'd, 
And thus replide ; Faire child, the high defire 
To loue of armes, which in youdoth aſpire, 

I may not certes without blame denie; 
Butrather wiſh, that ſome more noble hire 
(Though none more noble then is cheualric) 


I had, you to reward with greater dignitie. 


35 
There, him he caus'd to kneele, and made to fweare 


Faith to his knight, and truthto Ladies all ; 
And neuer to berecreant, for feare 

O: peril], or of ought that might befall: 

So — dubbed, and his Squire did call. 

Full elad and ioyous then young Triſtram , 
Like aa Lone what Glen =. Jak bal 
Long ſhut vp in the bud from heauens view, 


Of dreaded danger might his doubttull humor feed. Arlength breakes forth, and brode diſplayes his ſmiling 
O 6 (hew. 


3 
So,taking counſel! of a wiſe man red, 


She was by him adviz'd, toſend me quight 
Out of the Country wherein was bred, 
The which thefertile Lioneſſe is hight, 
Into the Land of Faery, where no wight 
Should weetof mee, nor worke me any wrong. 
To whoſc wife read ſhe harkning, ſent me ſtraight | 
Into this Land, where I haue wond thus long, 
Since I was ten yeares old, now growento ſtatureſirong. 


I 
All which, my dayes I [ROE cg lewdly ſpent, 
Nor ſpilt the bloſſome of my tender yearcs 
In idlefle; but as was conuenient, | 
Haue trained been with many noble feres 
In gentle thewes, and ſuch ikeſecmly leres. 
Mongſtwhich, my moſtdelight hath alwaies been 
To hunt the ſaluage chace amongſt my peres, 
Ofall that rangethan the forreſt greene ; 
Of which, none is to me vnknowne,that cy'r was ſcene. 
* | 
Ne is there hauke which ako her on pearch, 
Whether high towring, or accoaſting lowe, 
But Ihe meaſure of her flight doe ſearch, 
And all her prey,and all herdierknowe. 
Such be our ioyes, which in thele forreſts growe : 
Onely the vie of armes,which moſtI ioy, 
And fitteth moſt for noble {waine to knowe, 
Thauenot caſted yet, yet paſt a boy, 
And becing now high time theſe [trong ioynts to imploy. 


Therefore, good fir,ſith 7. OE fit 

Doth fall, whoſclike hereafter fildome may ; 

Let me this craue, vnworthy though of it, 

That ye will make me Squire without delay, 

That from henceforth in battailous array 

I may beare armes, and learne to viethemright ; 

Therather, fith that fortune hath this day 

Giuen to me the ſpoile of this dead knight, 
Theſe ooodly gilden armes, which I haye won in fight, 


Thus, when they Jong had Ay to and fro, 
And Calidore Cooke him to depart, 
Child Tri/tramprayd, thathe with him might goe 
On his aduenture; vowing not to ſtart, 
But wait on him in euery place and part. 
Whereat $ir Calidore did much delight, 
And greatly ioy'd athis ſo noble hart, 
In hope he ſure would proue a doughtie knight : 
Yet for the time this anſwere heto him behight; 


7 ; 

Glad would T {urely be, ha courteous Squire, 

To haue thy preſence in my prefentqueſt, 

That motethy kindled couragelct on fire, 

And flame forth honourin thy noble breſt: 

But I am bound by vow, which I profeſt 

To my drad Soueraigne, whenT it affaid, 

Thatin atchicuement ot her high beheſt, 

I ſhould no creature i1oyne vnto mine ayde, | 
For-thy, I may not grantthat ye ſo greatly prayd. 


But, ſince this Lady is all Jelate, 
And needeth ſategard now vpon her way, 
Ye may doewellin this herneedfull ſtate 
To ſuccour her, fromdanger of diſmay 
Thatthankfull guerdon may to yourepay. 
The noble Impe, of ſuch ncw ſeruicetaine, 
It gladly did accepr, as he didſay. 
So taking courtcous leaue, they parted twaine, 
And Calidoreforth paſled to his former painc. 


But Triſfram, then ackoylin thatdead knight 
Of all thoſe goodly ornaments of praile, 
Long fed his greedy eyes with the ture fight 
Ofthebrightmetall, thining like Sunne rayes ; 
Handling ani turning them a thouſand waics. 
An1 after, hauing them ypon him dighr, 
He tookethar Lady, and hervp didraiſe 
Vpon the ſteed of her owne late dead knight: 
So with het marched forth, as ſhe did him bchight. 


There 
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tt There, to thcir fortune, leaue wethem awhile, 
11188 And turne we backe to good Sir Calidore ; 
Wl! Who,erc he thence had traucil'd many a mile, 
Came to the place,where-as ye heard afore, 
Flt. This Knight, whom Triſtram ſlew, had wounded ſore 
RE: | Another Knightin his deſpiteous pride; 
Fl! There he that knightfound lying on the flore, 
With many wounds full perilous and wide, 
Thatall his garments, andthe grafle in yermeill dide. 


41 
Mil And there beſide him, fate ypon the ground 
ll '} His wofull Lady, pittiouſly complaining 

14 With loud laments that moſt ralnckit ſtound, 

'"T | And herſad ſelfe with carefull hand conſtraining 
To wipe his wounds, and eaſe their bitter payning. 
Which ſory ſfightwhen Calidore did view 
With heauy eyne,from teares vneath refrayning, 
His mighty harttheir mournefull caſe can rew, 

And for their better comfort to them nigher drew. 


X 42 
Then ſpeaking to the Lady, thus he ſaid: 
Yedolefull Dame, letnot your gricte empeach 
To tell, what cruellhand hath thus arraid 
; This knightvnarm'd, with ſo vaknightly breach 
br. Ofarmes, thatif I yet him nigh may reach, 
| | I may auengehim of fo foule deſpight. 
It TheLady, kearig his ſo courteous ſpeach, 
q* Ganreare hereyes as to the chearctull light, 
And from her ſory hart few heauy words forth figh't. 


4 

In which ſhe ſhew'd, how $5 diſcourteous knight 
(Whom Triſframſlew) them in that ſhadow found, 
Toying together in vablam'd delight, 
And him vnarm'd, as now helay on ground, 
Charg'd with his ſpeare,and mortally did wound 
Withouten cauſe, but onely her to reaue 
From him, to whom ſhe was for eucr bound : 
Yerwhen ſhefled into that couert greaue, ; 

He her not finding, both them thus nigh dead didleaue, 


44 
When Calidore this rucfull ſtorie had 
Well ynderſtood, he gan of her demaund, 
[i What maner wight he was, and how yclad, 
i Which had this out-rage wrought with wicked hand. 


She then, like as ſhe beſt could vnderſtand, 
Him thus deſcrib'd, to be of ſtature large, 
Clad all in gilden armes,with azure band 
Quuartred athwart,and bearing 1n histarge 
A Lady on rough waucs, row'din aſommer barge. 


45 
Then gan Sir Calidore to ghelle ſtraightway, 
By many fignes which the deſcribed had, 
That this was he, whom Triſtramearſt did ſlay, 
And to her ſaid; Dame be no longer {ad : 
For, hethat hath your Knightſoill beſtad, 
Is now himſelfe in much more wretched plight; 
T hefeeyes him ſaw vpon the cold earth God, 
The mced of his deſertforthardeſpight, 
Which to yourſelfe he wrought, and to your loued knight, 
6 


Therefore, faire Lady, lay aide this griefe, 
Which ye haue gathered to your gentle hart 
For that diſpleaſure; and thinke what rehiefe 
Were beſt deuiſefor this your Louers ſmart, 
And how ye may him hence, and to what part 
Conuay to be recur'd. Shethankt him deare, 
Both for that newes hedidto herimpart, 
And for the courteous care which hedid beare 
Both to her Loue, and to her ſelfe in that ſad dreare. 


47 

Yet could ſhe not deuiſe by any wit, 
Hawthence ſhe mightconuay him to ſomeplace. 
For, him to trouble ſhe it thoughtynfir, 
That was a ſtranger to her wretched caſe; 
And him to beare, ſhe thought it thin g too baſe, 
VVhich when as heperceiu'd, hethus beſpake; 
Faire Lady, letitnot you ſeeme diſgrace, 

— Tobearethis burden on your dainty backe 3 

My {elfe will beare a part, coportion of your packe. 


So, ofthe did his ſhield;and downeward layd 
Vpontheground, liketo an hollow beare ; 
And pouring balme, which he had long puruaid, 
Into his wounds, him.yp thereon did reare, 
And twixt them both with parted paines did beare, 
'Twixtlife and death, not knowing what was donne. 
Thence they him carried to a Caſtleneare, 
In which a worthy aunciert Knight did wonne: 
Where what enſu'd, ſhall in next Canto be begonne. 


= | 


74 
—M ( 
' —— 


UC Ln 


6 
oy 


| =" S) 

/ - - t 

Stn 2=: LS 
—— 


| 
| 


* il 
wy 
RR 
. mms 
. Ka 
5 i þ i} 
8 - == m # 
£ _ 4) { 
- & [ ? 4+ PW 
\\ IT Wi , _ ( f 
3 Y A - a. > 
[ \ . A. - 
p "I 
! 14: [I 
————= > "A4 xj 
Jo: SS "7AM 
JS RE j 
_ 3 - I 
| IE Þ 
Y [! 
| Vji-t1;t114 (4'E, 10 
p WM UL Wl Pp 7, 4 
* Wi > "Hh + 
j oF & ws, M74 V 
= « , T/ 
P 
=J[/ 1 
\ L] {' | 
ITY = 
— % % 
{ / / 
f \ 


——__ 


Canto 


Cant. TIT, 


THE FAERY QVEENE. 


tan, _ - >. b 1 
ASI HEN 

IG 2 , : | 6 
> E C 

>46 0&2 Xo 

v- I I A, # 4 

k —— 
_ > 


# 
== JW\s 
14m 
MN 
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Calidore brings Priſcilla home >, 

Purſnes the Blatant Beaſt : 
Saues Serena, whil i Calepine- 
By Turprne & oppreſtl, - 
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I 
Sax Rue 1s, that whilome that good Poet ſayd, 
$9 The gentle mind by gentle deeds is knowne. 
For, a man by nothing is ſo well bewrayd, 
As by his manners; in which plaine is ſhowne 


Ot what degree and what race he is growne, 


For, teldome ſcene, a trotting Stalion get 
An ambling Colt, thatis his proper owne: + 
Soleldome ſeene, that one in baſenefle ſer 


Doth noble courage ſhew, with courteous manners met. 


2 


But enermore contrary hath been tryde, 


That gentle bloud will gentle manners breed; 
As well may bein Calidore delcride, 


 Bylate enlample of that courteous deed, 


T 
H 


Done to that wounded Knight in his great need, 
Whom on his backe he bore, till he hum brought 
Vato the Caſtle where they had decreed. 

There of the Knight, the which that Caſtle ought, 
o make abode that night he greatly was beſought. 


e was to weeta man of * ripe yeares, 

That in his youth had been of mickle might, 

And borne great ſway in armes amongſt his peares : 
But now weak age had dimd his candlelight. 

Yet was he courteous ſtill to euery wight, 
Andloued all that did to armes 1ncline, 

And was the father of that wounded Knight, 
Whom Calidore thus carried on his chine, 


And Aldus was his name, and lis ſonnes Aladine. 


4 
Who when heſawe his ſonne ſo ill bedight, 


With bleeding wounds, brought home vpon a Beare, 
By a fire Lady, and a ſtranger knight, 

Was inly touched with compaſſion deare, 

And deare affeQtion of ſo dooletull dreare, 

That he theſe words burſt forth; Ah ſory boy, 

Is this the hope that to my hoary heare 

Thou brings 2 aie me ! is this the timely 10y, 


Which LexpeCted long now turn'd to ſad annoy? 


5 
Such is the weakeneſle of all mortall hope; 


So tickle 1s the ſtate of earthly things, _ 
That ere they come vnto their aymed ſcope; 
They fall too ſhort of ourfrailereckonings, 
And bring vs bale and bitter ſorrowings, 

In ſtead of comfort, which we ſhould embrace. 
T his 15 the ſtate of Keaſars and of Kings. 
Letnone therefore, that is in meaner place, 


Too greatly gricueat any his vnlucky caſe. 


So well and wiſely did that good old Knight 


Temper his oriefe, and turned itto cheare, 

To cheare his gueſts, whom he had ſtayd that night, 
And make their welcome to them well appeare : 
That to Sir Calidore was cafie geare ; 

But that faire Lady would be cheard fornought, 

But ſigh't andiorrow'd for herlouer deare, 


Andinly &id aſflitherpenſive thought, (brought. 


With thinking to what cale her name ſhould now be 


7 
For, ſhe was daughterto anoble Lord, 


Which dwelrthereby, who ſought her to affie 

To a great Pcere : butſhe did difaccord, 

Ne could herliking to his loue apply, 

Butlov'dthis freſh young knight, who dwelt her nie, 
The luſty Aladinethough meancr borne, 

And of lefle liuclood and hability ; 

Yetfullof valour, the which did adorne 


8 


So hauing both found fit occaſion, 


They mer together in that luckleſſe glade; 
Where thar proud knightin his preſumption 
The gentle .4ladine did earſt inuade, 

Being voarm'd, andfet in fecretſhade. 
Whereof ſhe now bethinking, gant'aduize, 
How greata hazard ſhe at earſt had made 
Of her good fame; and further gandeuize, 


How ſhe the blame nughrſalue with coloured on 
ut 
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His meanneflſe much, and make her th*others riches ſcorne. 
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But Calidore with all good Pareche 

Fain'd bertofrolicke, and to put away 

The penfiuefitof hermelancholy; 

Andthat old Knightby all meanes did aflay, 

To makethem both as merry as he may. 

So they the cuening paſt, till time of reſt; 

When Calidore im feemely good array 

Vnto his bowre was brought, and there vndreſt, 
Did fleepe all night through weary trauell of his queſt. 


I0 
But faire Priſcilla (ſo that Lady hight) 
Would = to bed, nor 1 nokirdly lleepe, 
Butby her wounded Loue did watch all night, 
Andall the night for bitter anguiſh yy 
And with her teares his wounds did waſh and ſteepe. 
So well ſhe waſht thern, and ſo well ſhe watcht him, 
That of thedeadly ſwoun, in which full dee 
He drenched was, ſhe atthe length diſpatchthim , 


And droue away the ſtound,which mortally attach't him. 


II 

The morrow next when day ganto yp-look, 

He alfo gan vp-look with drery eye, 

Like one that out of deadly dreameawooke: 

Where when he ſawe his faire Priſcilla by, 

He deeply figh't, and groaned inwardly, 

To thinke # this ill ſtate, in which ſhe ſtood, 

. To which ſhe for his ſake had weetingly 

Now brought herſelfe, and blam'd her noble bloud : 

For firſt, ncxr after life, he tendered her good. 


I2 
Which ſhe perceiuing, did with plentious teares' 
His care more then her owne compaſſionate, 
Forgetfullof her owne, to minde bis feares; 
So both conſpiring, gan to intima 
Each others griefe with zeale afteCFdnate, 
And twixt them twainewith <quall careto caſt, 
How to ſaue whole her hazarded eſtate ; 
For which the onely helpe now left them laſt 
Seem'd to be Calidore: all other helps were paſt. 
I 
Him they did deemezas ſure & them he ſeemed, 
A courteous knight, and full of faithfull truſt : 
Therefore to him their cauſe they beſteſteemed 
Wholeto commit, and to his dealing iuſt. 
Earely, ſoſooneas Titans beams forth bruſt oe 
Throughthe thick clouds, in which they ſteeped lay 
All night in darknefle, duld with iron ruſt, 
Calidore riſing vp as freſh as day, 
Gan freſhly him addrefleynto his former way. 


| I4 
Burfirſt him ſeemed fit, that wounded Knight 


Toviſite, after this nights perillous paſle, 
And to ſalute him, if he were in plight, 
Andeke that Lady his faire louely Laſle. 
There he him found much better then he was, 
And moucd ſpeech tohim of things of courſe, 
The angwtſh of his paine to ouer-paſſe : . 
Mongſtwhich he namely did to him diſcourſe, 

Of former dayes mishap, his ſorrowes wicked ſourſe, 


$1 
Of which occaſion Aldine taking hold, 


T 


Gan breake to him the fortunes of his Loue, 

And all his diſaduentures to vofold ; 

That Calidoreit dearely deep did moue. 

In th'end his kindly courteſte to proue, 

He him by all the bands of loue beſought, 

And as it mote a faithfull friend behoue, 

To ſafe-conduR his Loue, and not for ought 
o leaue, till to herfathers houſe he had her brought. 


16 
Sir Calidore his faith thereto did plight, 


It to performe : ſo,afterlittleſtay, 

That ſhe her ſelfe had to the journey dight, 

He paſſed forth with herin faire array, 

Feareleſſe, who ought did think, or ought did ſay, 
Sith his own thought he knew moſtcleare fromwite, 
So as they paſt together on their way, 

He can deuizethis counter-caſt of {light, 


To giuefaire colourto thatLadies cauſc in figh ' 


17 
Streightto the carcaſle of that Knighr he went, 


Thecauſe of allthis enill, who was laine 

The day before, by iuſt auengement 

Of noble Triſtram, where it did remaine : 

There he the necke therof did cutin twaine, 
And took with him the head, the figne of ſhame. 
So forth he paſled thorough that dayes paine, 
Tillto that Ladicsfathers houſe he came, 


Moſt penfiue man, through fear,what of his child became. 


18 


There hearriuing boldly, did preſent 


The fearefull Lady to herfather deare, 

Moſt perfect pure, and guiltlefſe innocent 

Of blame, as he did on his Knighthood ſweare, 
Since firſt he ſawe her, and did tree from feare 
Of adiſcourteous Knight, who her had reft, 
And by outrageous force away did beare : 
Witnefle thereof he ſhew'd his head there left, 


And wretched life forlornefor vengement of his theft. 


9 
Moſt ioyfull man her Sire was herto ſee, 


And heareth'aduenture of herlate miſchance; 
And thouſand thankes to Calidorefor fee 

Of his large paines in her deliuerance 

Did yecld; Nelefſethe Lady did aduance, 
Thus hauing herreſtored truſtily, 

As he had vow'd, ſome ſmall continuance 


He there did make,and then moſt carefully 


Vato his firſt exploit he did him ſelfe apply. 
> G 


O 
So as he was purſuing of his queſt, 


He chaunc't to come whereas a iolly knight, 

In couert ſhade him ſelfe gid ſafely reſt, 

To ſolace with his Lady,in delight : 

His warlike armes he had from himvndight ; 
For that him ſelfe he thought from danger free, 
And far from enuious eyes that mote him ſpight, 
And ckethe Lady wasfull faire to ſee, -- 54 


And courteous withall, becomming her degree. 


To 
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To whom Sir Calidexe approaching nie, - : 

Erethey were well aware of liung wight, 

Them much abaſhr, bur morehim ſelfe thereby; 

That he ſo nidely did ypon them light, | 

And troubled had theit quier lones delight. 

Yer ſince it was his fortune, not his fault, 

Him feltc thereof, he labourd to/acquite, 

And pardoncgray'd for his fo raſh default, 
Thar he gainſt courtehe {o fowly did default. 


22 
With which his gentlewords and goodly wit, 
| Heſoon lg :Knights conceiv'd diſpleaſure 
That he beſoughtham ; —i by him to fit, 
That they mote.tyeat of things abroad arleaſure; 
And of aduentyre$Which had in his meaſure 
Of folong waiesto him befallen late. 
So downe heſate, and with delightfull pleaſure 
His long aduentures gan to himrelate, 
Which he endured A Beough dangerous debate, 


2 

Of which whileſt hen difwoaried both rogether, 

The faire Serene (lo his Lady hight) 

Allur'd with myldneſle of the gentle weather, | 

And pleaſance ofithe place, the which was dight 

With diuers flowres diſtin with rare delight; 

Wangred abqut thefields, as liking led 

Her CNA after her wandring fight, 

To makea gatland to adorne her head, 
Withour fulpe of 11] or dangers hidden dread. 


24. 

All ſodainly out of;the forreſt neere 
The Blatant Beaſt, forth ruſhing vnaware, 
Caught her thus looſely wandring here and there, 
Andin his wide great mouth away herbare. 
Crying alqud in vaine, to ſhew her ſad misfarc 
Vnto the Knights, andcalling oftfor ayde; 
Who with the horrour of her hapleſ E Care 
Haſtily ſtarting vp, hke men diſmaide, 

Ran after faſt, to re{guc the diſtrelſed mayde. 


2 

The Beaſt, withrheir urfuirincited more, 

Into the wood was bearing her apace 

For to haue ſpoyled her, when Calidore 

ho was more light of foot and ſwiftin chace, 

Him ouer-tqoke 1n middeſt of hisrace: 

And fiercely charging him with all his might, 

Forc't to forgoe his prey there inthe place, 

Andto betake him felfero fearefull fight; 
For, he durſt not abide with Calidoreto fight. 

6 


2 
Who natheleſſe, when be the Lady ſawe 
There left on ground, though.n full euill plight, 
Yerknowing E: her Knight now neere did draw, 
Staide not to ſuccourher in that affright, 
Butfollow'd Faſt the Monſter in his flight : 
Through woods and hils he follow'd himſo faſt, 
Thathe n'ould let him breath nor gather ſpright, 
Bur forc't him gape and gaſpe,with dread aghaſt, 
Asif hislungs and lites werenigh aſunder braft. 


2 
And now by this, Sir Calepine (fo highty - 
Came to the place, where he his Lady found 
In dolorous diſmay and deadly plight, 
Allin gore bloud there tumbled on the ground, _ 
Hauing both ſides through grip't with griefly wound: 
His weapons RE AE 31. he threw away 
And ſtquping downeto her in drery | hes 
Vprear'd her fromthe ground, whereon ſhelay, - 


- 


Andin his tenderarmes herforced vp to ſtay. 
2 


28. 
So well he did his buſic paines apply, © -. 
That the faint ſprite he did revoke againe;. 
To her frailem nof mortalitic. . . - 
Then vp he took her twixt his armes twaine; 
Andſctting on bis ſteed, her did ſuſtaine 
With carefull hands ſofting foother beſide, 
Tilltoſomeplaceof reſt they motearraine, 
Where ſhe in ſafe affurance mote abide; :. ].. 
Till ſhe recured were of thoſe her woundes wide. 


2 

Now when as Phebaewith his fiery waine. -- 
Vnto his Inne began to drawe apace 3 ©_ ;.. ©. 
Tho,wering weary of thattoyleſome paine, 
In trauelling on foote ſo long a ſpace, 
Not wont on foot with heauy armes to trace, 
Downein a dale forby.ariuers fide, _ _ . x 
He chaunc't to ſpy afaire and ſtately Place, 

— To which he meanthis weary ſteps toguide, 

In hope therefor his Louc ſome ſuccour toprouides 


0. 

But comming tothe clnorthts zhe found 
Thathardly paſſable on fopte it was : 
Therefore there ſtill he ſtoad as in a ſtound, | 
Ne wiſt which way hethrough the foord mote paſs. 
Thus whyl'ſt hewas 10 his Aiftrefſed caſe, 
Deuiſfing what to do, hepigh elpide | 
An armed Knight PR ingtothe place, 

With a faire Lady hnked by his fide, + 
The which thelelues prepar'd thorough the foord toride, 


E.:. 

Whom Calepine chualog(ia became) - 

Befought of courtefic in that his need . : 

(For lafe conduCting of his fickly Dame, Sp» 

Through that ſame perillous foord with better heed) 

To take him vp behinde vpon his ſtced : 

To whomthat other did this tauntreturne; 

Perdy, thou peaſant Knight mightſtrightly reed 

Me then to betull baſe and cuill borne, 
If Iwould beare bchinde a burden of fuck ſcorne. 


2 | 

Bur as thou haſt thy ſteed Galcave with ſhame, 

So fare on foate till thou another gaine, 

And letthy Lady likewiſe do thefame,, 

Or beare her on thy backe with pleaſing paine, 

And prouethy manhood on the billowes yaine. 

With which rude ſpeech his Lady much diſpleaſed, 

Did him reproue, yet could him not reſtrazne, 
And would onherowne Palfrey him haue eaſed, 
For pirty of his Dame, whom ſhe fawe ſo diſcaſed, F 

Ec 2 
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Sir Calepine her thankrt ; yet, inly wroth 
Agzinſ her Knight, her nat He refuſed, 
And careleſly into theriger goth, 
Asin oeſpgh to be ſo fowle abuſed 
-Of a rude churle, whom oftett he accuſed 
Of fowlediſcourteſie, vafirfor Ktightz | © 
And ſtrovgly wading through the waucsvnuſed, ' 
With fpeare inth'one hand, flayd himſelfe vpright, 
With th'other ſtayd his Lady yp with fteddy tight. 


£ 
Andall the while, that "RS. diſcourteous Knight 
Stood on thefatther banke beholding him : 
At whoſecalamity, for more deffight, _ 
He laught,and mockt toſce him like to ſwim. 
But when as Calepine catneto the brim, 
And ſawehiscarnage paſt thatperill well, | 
Looking at tharſame Carle with count 'nance grim, 
His heartwithvengeanceinwardly did ſwell, ' 
And forth atHſtYid breakein ſpeeches ſharpe and fell. 


ES 

Vaknightly Knight, he b[emiſh of that name, 
And blot of all thararmes vpon them take, 
Which is the badge of honour and of fame, 
Loe Idefic thee; and herechallenge make, 
That thou for euer doethoſe armes forfake; 
And befor cuer held a recreant knighr, 
Valefſe thou'darefor thy deare Ladies ſake, 
And for thine 6wne defence on foot alight, 

To iuſtific thy fault gainſt mein equall fight. 

aſk 


The daftard, thatdid V8.2 TR ſelfe defide, 
Seem'd not to waigh his threatfull wordsat all, 
But laughtthem our, as if his greater pryde 
Did feorne the challenge of fo baſe athrall : 

Or had nocourage, orelſe had no gall. 

So much the more was Calepine oftended, 

That him to no reuenge he forth could call, 

But both his challenge and himſelfe contemned, 

Ne cared as a coward {6 to becondemned. 


* 

But he,vought weighing A he ſayd or did, 

Turned his ſteed about another way, 

And with his Lady to the Caſtle rid, 

Where was his won; ne did the otherſtay, 

But after went diretly as he may, 

For his ficke charge ſome barbour there to ſeeke; 

Where he arriuing with the fall of day, 

Drew to the gate, ind there with prayers mecke, 
And milde entreaty;lodging didfor her beſecke. 

8 | 


But the rude Porter,that > manners had, 
Did ſhut the gate againſt him it his face, 
And entrance boldly vnto him forbad. 
Nathelefſethe Knight, nowin fo needy caſe, 
Gan him entreateuen with ſubmiſſion baſe, 
And humbly prayd to letthem in that night: 
Whoto him anfwer'd, thatthere was no place 
Of lodging firfor any errant Knight, o 
VnleſſethatwithhisLord he formerly did fight, 


a. 1, 


Fullloth am I, quoth he, SLA atcarft, 
When day is ſpent, and reſt vs-needeth moſt, 
And that this Lady, both wole fides zrepearc'r © * 
With wounds, isteady to forgoethe ghoſt : — © * 


nw a 


i, 


Ne would I pladlycombate with minehoſt, 5 


That ſhould tro-mefirch-courtefie afford, 


Valefle that I were thereunto enforc't; + | 7 


Bur yet aread to me; how hight thy Lord, © 


Is hight Sir Twrfine, one of mickle'thiphr, 
And manhood rare; but terrible and ſteric 
In all affayesto-evteryertam Knight,” | 
Becauſe of one,that wrought himfowle defpight, © 
Illſeemes, ſayd he, if heſoyaliantbe, te 
That he ſhould beſo ſterneto ſtranger wight: . ©. 
For,ſeldome yet d$1& living creature ſte, 

That curtefie and manhood cuer difigrec. 


; . 40 
His name, quothhe;if.that thou lit to learne, 


WO TS, nl un WE 
But goe thy wayes to him, and frometay, © 
That here is athis gate an crrantkniphr, © 


T p 
-4 v 
& 43 


That doth thus ſtrongly ward the Caftievf the ford,” * 


Thathouſe-roome craves, yet wouldbe loth raſkiy 


Theproofe of batrell, now in donbtfull night, 
Or courtefie with rudenefle to requite © © 
Yetif henceds will fight, craueleagetill: 
And tell (withall ) the lamentable pliphir, 
In which this Lady languiſheth forfortie, © - 
That pitty craues; as he of wotnari w orne. 
z : 

The groome went right) way its, and td his Lord 
Declar'd themeſſage, which that Rnighedid moue; 
Who; fitting with his Lady then at bord, '? w 
Not onely did nothis demand approve, 

But both himſelfe reuil'd, and eke his Loue; 
Albe his Lady, that Blandina hight, 
Him of vngentle vſage did reproue 
Andearneſtly entreated thatthey might ' 
Finde fauour to be lodged therefor thatſame night. 


* ( 


4 
Yetwould he not vetfvadedbe for ought, 
Ne from his curriſhwill awhitreclame. 
Which anſwer when the groom,returning, brought 
To Calepine, his heart did inly flame ._ 
With wrathfull fury for ſo foule a ſhame, 
That he could notthereof auenged bee: 
But moſtfor pitty of his deareſt Dame, 
Whom now in deadly danger he did ſee; 
Yethad no meanesto comfort, nor procureher glee. 
44 
But all in,vaine ; for why, no remedy 
He ſawe, the preſent thiſchiefeto redreſle, 
Butth'vtmoſt end perforce for to aby, 


orne, .. 


Which that nights fortune wouldfor him addrefle. 


So downe he tooke his Lady indiftrefle, 
Andlayd her vnderneath a buſh to Nleepe, 
Cover'd with cold, and wraptin inittRadnetle, 
Whiles he himſelfe all night did noughr but weep, 
And wary watch about her Bc her ſafegard keepe. 


The 
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45 Of his ſore vengeance, or to make auoure = 
The morrow next, ſo ſoone as ioyous day Of thelewd words and deeds, which he had done: 
Did ſhew itſclfe1n ſunny beames bedight, With that ran at him , as he would deuoure 
Screnatull of dolorous dismay, His life attonce 3 who noughr could do, but ſhun 
Twixt darknefle drad, and hope of liuing light, The perill of his pride, or cllc be ouer-run. 
Vprear'd her head to ſeethat chearetull fight, | 49 
Then Calepine, how-cuer inly wroth, Yet he him ſtill purſewd from placeto place, 
And greedy to auengethat vile deſpight; With full intent him cruelly to kill; 
Yet for the feeble Ladies ſake, full loth And like a wilde goate round about did chaſe, 
To makethere lenger ſtay, forth on his iourney goth. Flying the fury of his bloudy will. 
46 But his beſt ſuccour and refuge was ſtill 
He goth on foote all armed by her fide, Behinde his Ladies backe; who to him cride, 
Vpſtaying {til] her {elfe vpon her ſteed, And called oft with prayers loud and ſhrill, 
Being vnhable elle alone to ride; As euer he to Lady was aftide, 
So lore her ſides. ſo much her wounds did bleed : To ſparc her knight, and reſt with reaſon pacifide: 
Till that at length, in his extreameſt necd, 5O 
He chaunc't far off an armed Knightto ſpic, But he the more thereby enraged was, 
Purſuing him apace with greedy ipecd; And with more cager felnefſe him parſew'd': 
Whom well he wiſt to be tome enemy, So that at length, after long weary chace, 
That meant ro make aduantage of his miſery. Hauing by chance a cloſe aduantage vew'd, 
; 47 He oucr-raught him, hauing long eſchew'd 
Wherefore he ſtayd, till that be neerer drew, His violence nn vaine ;and with his fpeare 
To weet whatifſue would thereof betide. Strooke through his ſhoulder, that the bloud enſew'd 
Tho, when-as he approched nigh in view, In great aboundance, as a Wel it were, 
By certaine fignes he plainely him delſcride, That forth out of an hillfreſh guſhing did appcare. 
To be the man, that with ſuch (cornefull pride FI 
Had him abuſde, and ſhamed yefterday. Yetceaſt he not for allthatcruell wound, 
Thereforemildoubting, leaſt he ſhould miſ=guide But chac'thim fill, for all bis Ladies crie; 
His former malice:toſomenew aflay, Nor: ſatisfide till on.thefatall ound 
He caſtro keep him cle fo lafcly as hemay. He ſawehis life pourd forth dipiteouſly: 
4 The which was certes in great icopardie, 
By this, the other came-in place likewiſe; Had not a wondrouschance his reskew wrought, 
And couching cloſe his ſpeare and all his powre, And ſaued from his cruell villany. 


As bent to ſoine malicious enterpriſe, Such chaunces oft exceed all humane thought: 
He bad him ſtand, tabide the bitterſtoure . Thatin another Canto:thall to,cnd be brought. 
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Calepine by aſaluage man 
From Turpine reckewed is 3 

And whil'ft an Infant from a Beare_- 
He ſaueshis Loue doth miſſe-. 
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Thar giueth comfort to her courage cold: 


.I | : 
Ike as.aſhipwith dreadfull ſtorme long roſt, Such was the ſtate of this moſt courteous knight, 
H.uing ſpent all her maſtes.and her ground-hold, Being oppreflcd by that faytourbold, 
Now farre from harbour likely to be loft, * That heremaynedin molt perilous plight, 


Atlaſt ſome fiſher barke doth necre behold, _ his ſa4Lady left in pittifull alright; Til 
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Till that by fortune, paſſing all foreſight, 
Aſaluageman, which inthoſe woods did wonne, 
Drawne with that Ladies loud and pitious ſhright, 
Toward the ſame inceſſantly did ronne, 
To vnderſtand what there was to be donne. 
There he this moſt diſcourteous crauen found, 
As fiercely yer, as when he firſt begonne, 

| Chaſing the gentic Calepine around, | 
Ne ſparing him the more for all his grieuous wound. 


The faluage man, that ans till this houre 
Did taite of pittic, neither gentlefſe knew, 
Seeing his ſharpe aſſaultand cruell ſtoure 
Was much emmoued at his perils view ; 
That cuen his ruder heart began to rew, 
And feele compaſſion of his euill plight, 
Againſt his foe, thatdid him fo purſew : 
From whom he meant to free lum, if he might, 
And him auenge of thatſovillenous deſpight. 


4 

Yet armes or weapon had he none to fight, 

Neknew thevie of warlike inſtruments, 

Saueſuch as ſuddenrage himlentto ſmite ; 

But naked without needfull veſtiments, 

To clad his corpſe with meethabiliments, 

He cared not for dint of ſword nor ſpeare, 

No more then for the ſtrokes of ſtrawes or bents : 

For,from his mothers wombe,which him did beare, 
He was invulnerable madeby Magickeleare. 


5 

He ſtayd notto aduize, which way were beſt 

His foe t'aſlayle, or how -himiſclfeto gard, 

Burt with fierce fury and with force infeſt 

Vpon himran; who, being wellprepar'd, 

His firſt aſſault full warily did ward, 

And withthepuſh of his ſharpe pointed ſpeare 

Full on the breaſt hum ſtrook, lo ſtrong and hard, 

That forc'thim backerecoyle, and reele arcare; | 
Yet in his body.made no wound norbloud appeare. 


With that, the wilde man more enraged grew, 
Liketo a Tigre that hath miſt his pray, 
And with mad mood againe vpon him flew, 
Regarding neither ſpeare that mote him Nay, 
Nor his fierce ſteed, that mote him much diſmay. 
Theſaluage nation doth all dread deſpiſe : 
Tho, on his ſhield hegriple hold didlay, 
And heldtheſame ſo hard, that by no wiſe 

He could him force toloole, br leauc his enterpriſe. 


« oe" +I 
Long did he wreſt and wring itto and fro, 

And euery way did try, butallin vaine : 

For he would not his greedy ripe for-goe, 

But hal'd and puld with] all his mightand maine, 

That from his ſteed him nigh he drew againe, 

Who hauing nowno vſe of his long ſpeare, 

So nigh athand, norforcehis ſhield to ſtratne, : 

Both ſpeare and ſhield, as thingsthatneedlctle were, 
He quite forſooke, and fled himſclfe away for feare. 


8 
Bur after him the wild man ran apace, 
And him purſewed with importuneſpeed: 
(For, he was ſwift as any Bucke in chace) 
And had he notin his extreameſt need, 
Bcen helped through the {wiftneſle of his ſteed, 
He had hint overtaken in his flight, 
Who, euer as he ſawe him nigh ſucceed, 
Gancry aloud with hornble affrighr, 
And ſhricked our ; athing vncomely for a knight, 


But when the Saluage ſaw bis labour vaine, 
In following of him, that fled ſofaſt, 

He weary woxe, and back return'd againe 
With ſpeed vnto the place, wher-as he laſt 
Had left that couple, neere their ytmoſt ct. 
Therche thatknight full ſorely bleeding found, 
And eke the Lady fearefully aghaſt, 
Both forthe perill of theprelent ſtound, 

And alſo forthe ſharpneſte of herrankling wound. 

Io 

For, though ſhe were right glad, ſo rid to bee 
From thatvile lozell, which her late offended 
Yet now no lefſe encombrance ſhe did ſee, 
And perill by this ſaluage man pretended ; 
Gainſtwhom ſhe ſaw no meanes to be defended, 
By reaſon that her knight was wounded ſore. 
Therefore herſelfe ſhe whollyrecommended 
To Gods ſole grace, whom ſhe did oft implore, 

To ſend her fuccour, being of all hope forloce. 

I 

But the wild man, contrary to her feare, 
Cameto her, creeping like a fawning hound, 
And by rude tokens madeto her appeare 
His was £99aragons of her dolefull ſtound, 
Kifling his hands, and crouching to the ground; 
For, other language had he none nar ſpeech, 
But a ſoft murmure, and confuſed ſound 


Of ſenſelefle words, which Nature did him teach, 


| T*expreſſe his paſſions, which his reaſon did empeach, 
2 


-I NH 

And comming likewifc tothe wounded knight, 

When he beheld the ſtreames of purpleblood 

Yet flowing freſh ;as moued with the fight, 

He made great mone, after his ſaluage mood: 

Andrunning ſtreight into the thickeſt wood, 

A certaine herbefrom thence ynto him brought, 

Whoſe vertue he by vie well ynderſtood: 

The iuyce whereof into his wound he wrought, 
And ſtopt the bleeding ſtraight, ere he itſtanched thought. 


Fs, ,T 
Then taking vp that "Ja ſhield and fpeare, 
Whichearſt he left, he ſignes vnto them made, 
With him to wen (5g, "a wonning neare ; 
To which he cafily did themperlwade. 
Farre in the forreſt by a hollow glade, 
Coucred with moſlie ſhrubs, which ſpredding broad. 
Did vnderneath them make a gloamy ſhade 
Whcrefoot of lining creature neuer troad, {bode. 
Nef£arfe wild beaſts durſt come,there was this wights a- 
T hither 
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Thicher he brought theſe voacquainted guelts; 

To whom faire ſemblance, as ke could ,heſhewed 

By fignes, by lookes and all his other geſts. 

But the bare ground, with hoary molle beſtrowed, 
Muſt be their bed, their pillow was vnſowed,. 
And the fruites of the forreſt was their feaſt : 

For, theirbad Stuard neither plough'd nor ſowed, 
Ne fed on fleſh, ne euer of wilde beaſt 
Did taſte the bloud, obeying Natures firſt behealt. 
I 


5 
Yet howſocuer baſe and meane it were, 
They took it well, and thanked God for all; 
Which had them fre'ed fromthat deadly feare, 
Aridſay'd from being to that caitivethrall. 
Here they of force (as fortune now did fall) 
Compelled were them(elues awhileto reſt, 
Glad of that caſement, though itwere butſmall; 
That hauing theretheir wounds awhileredreſt, 
They mote the abler be to pale ynto the reſt. 
6 


I 
During which time, that wyld man did apply 

His beſt endeuour, and his daily paine, 

In ſecking all the woods both farreand nye 

For herbs to drefle their wounds; ſtill ſeeming fane, 

When ought he d1d, that did their liking gaine. 

Soas ere long he had that knightes wound 

Recured well, and made him whole againe : 

But that ſame Ladies hurts no herbe he found, _ 
Which could redrefle, for it was inwardly ynſound. 
Now when as Calepine was woxen ſtrong, 

Vpon a day he caſtabroad to wend, h 

To takethe ayre, and heare the thruſhesſorpg, 

Vnarm'd, as {xring neither foc nor friend, 

And withqut ſword his perſon to defend. 

Therehim befell, vnlooked forbefore, 

An hard aduenturewith ynhappy end, Nq 

A cruell Beare, the which an infant bore  _ - 


Betwixt his bloody iawes, beſprinkled all with gore. - | 
8 © 


I 
The little babe did loudly ſcrieke and fquall, 
And all the woods with pittious plaints did fill, 
As if his cry did meane for helpe to call 
To Calepme, whoſe cares thoſe ſhrieches ſhrill 
Pearcing his heart with pities point did thrill ; 
That after him, he ran with zealous haſte, 
To reſcue th'infant, ere he did him kill : 
Whom though he {awe now ſomewhatouer-paſt, 
Yetby the cry he follow'd, and purſewed faſt. 
I 
Well then him chaunc't his keaky armes to want, 
Whoſe burden mote impeach his needfullſpeed, 
And hinder him from libertie to pant : 
For, hauing long time, as his daily weed, _ 
Them wont to weare, and wend on foot for need, 
Now winting them he felt himſelfe ſo light, 
That like an Hauke, which feeling her ſelfe freed 
From bels and iefles, which did ether flight, 
Him ſeem'd his feet did fly, and in their ſpeed delight. 


20 

So well he ſped him, that the weary Beare 

Ere long he ouer-tooke, andforc't to ſtay; 

And without weapon him affayling neare, 

Compeld him ſoone the ſpoyleadowne to lay. 

Wherewith the beaſt enrag'd to loſe his prey, 

Vpon him turned, agd with greedy force 

And fury, tobe crofled in his way, 

Gaping full wide, did thinke without remorſe 
To be aueng'd on him, and to deuoure his corſc. 


21 
But the bold knight no whit thereatdiſmayd : 

But catching vp in hand aragged ſtone, 
Which lay thereby (fo fortune him didayde) 
Vpon him ran, and thruſt it all attone 
Into his gaping throte, that made him grone 
And gaſpe Por Fug that he nigh choked was, 
Being vnable to digeſt that bone ; 
Ne could it ypward come, nor downward pals : 


Ne could he brook the coldneſſe of the ſtony maſs. 


22 
Whom when as he thus cumbred did behold, 
Striuing in vaine that nigh his bowels braſt, 
He with him clos'd : and laying mighty hold 
Vpon his throte, did gripe his gorgelo faſt, 
That wanting breath, him downe to ground he caſt; 
And then opprefling him with vrgent paine, 
Ere long enforc't to breath his vtmwoſtblaſt, 
Gnathing his crnell teeth athimin vaine, 
And threatning his ſharpe clawes , now wanting powre ta. 
2 3 ({traine, 
Then tooke he vp berwixt his armes twaine 
' Thelittlebabe, ſwectrelicks of hispray 
Whom pittying to heare ſo ſore complaine, 
From his ſoft eyes the teares he wyp't away, 
And from his face the filth that did it ray: 
And euery little limbe he ſearchr around, 
And euery part, that vnder {weath-bands lay , 
Leaſtthatthe beaits ſharpe teeth had any wound 
Mad in his tender fleſh; but whole them all he found, 
24 
So hauing all his bands againevp-tide, 
He with him thoughtbacke roreturne againe : 
But when he lookt about on euery ſide, 
To weet which way were beſtto entertaine, 
To bring him to ihe place where he would faine, 
He could nopath nor tra of foot deſcry, 
Ne by inquiry learne, nor ghefle by ayme. 
For, nought but woods and forreſts farre and nye, 
Thatall about didcloſe the compaſle of his eye. 


2 
Much was he then a ,necould tell 
Which way to take : now Weſt he went awhile, 
Then North; then neither, but as fortune fell. 
Sovp and downe he wandred many a mule, 
With weary trauell and vncertainetoyle, 
Yet nought the nearer to his (ar to end;. 
And euermorehis louely little ſpoyle 
Crying for food did greatly him offend. 
So all that day in wandring vainely he did ſpend. 
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_ Atlaſt, about the ſenivg ot the Sunne, 


Him ſelfe out of the foreſt he did winde, 
And by goodfortune the plaine Champion wonne : 
Where lookitis all about, where he mote find 
Some place of ſuccour to'content his mind, 
Atlength heheard ytder theforreſts fide 
A voice, thatleemed of ſome woman-kinde, 
Which to her ſelfelamenting loudly cride, 

And oftcomplayn'd of Fate, and Fortune oft defide. 


27 
To whom approching, when as ſhe perceived | 
A ſtranger wightin place, her plaintſheſtayd, 
Asif ſhe doubred'to haue been deceived, 
Orloth to lether forrowes bebewrayed. 
Whom when as Calepine ſaw ſo diſmayd, 
He to her drew, and with faire blandiſhment 
Her chearing vp, thus gently to her ſayd; 
What be you wofull Dame, which thus lament ? 
And for what cauſe declare, fo mote ye not repent. 
8 


2 

To whom ſhe thus; Whatnced me Sir to rell 
That which your ſelfe hauc earſt ared ſo right ? 
A wofull Dame ye haue me tearmed well; 
So much more wofull, as my wofull plight 
Cannot redreſſed be by liuing wight, = 
Nath'lefle, quoth he, if need donotyou bind, 
Doe it dſcloſe, to cafe yourgrieued ſpright : 
Oft-times it haps, that forrowes of the rind 

Find remedy vnſought, which ſecking cannot find. 


2 
Then thus began the Lankacidle Dame; 
Sith then ye needs will knowe'the grief I hoord, 
Iam th'vnfortunate Matildeby name, 
The wife of bold Sir Bruin, who is Lord 
Of all this land, late conquer'd by his ſword 
From a great Giant,called Cormoraunt ; 
Whom fe did ouerthrowe by yonder foord, 
And in three batrailes did ſo deadly daunt, 
That he dare notreturnefor all his daily vaurit. 


©) 
So is my Lord now ſeiz'd of all the land, 
As in his fee, with peaceable eſtate, 
And quietly doth hold it in his hand, 
Ne any dares with him for it debate. 
Bur to thole happy fortunes ,cruel Fate 
Hathioyn'd onecuill, which doth ouer-throwe 
All theſe our ioyes, andall ourbliffe abare; 
Andlike in time to further illtoprowe, 
And allthis land with endleſlelofſeto ouer-flowe, 
I 
For, th'heauens, enuying bo proſperity, 
Haue not vouchſaftto grant ynto vs twaine 
The gant bleſſing of poſteritie, 
Which we might ſee after our ſclues remaine 
In th'heritage of our vnhappy paine: 
So thatfor want of heires itto defend, 
All is in timelike to returne againe 
To that foule feend, who daily doth attend 
Tolcapcinto the ſame after our liues end. 


——— 


22 
But moſt my Lord is griened here withall, 
And makes exceeding mone, when he does thinke 
T hat all this land ynto his foe ſhall fall, 
For which he long in vaine did ſweat and ſwinke, 
That now the ſame he greatly dorh for-thinke, 
Yet was itſayd, there ſhould to him aſonne 
Be gotten, not begotten, which ſhould drinke 
And dry vp all the water, which doth ronne 
In the next brook, by whotn that feend ſhould be fordan. 


Well hop'thethen, when hi was prophefide, 
T hat from his fide ſome noble childe ſhouldriſe, 
The which, through fame ſhould farre be magnifide, 
And this proud G1amfhould with brauc emprite 
Quite outrthrowe, who now ginnes to deſpiſe 
T he good Sir Bruin, growing tarre in yeares; 
Whothinkesfrom me his ſorrow all doth riſe, 
Lo, this my cauſe of gricfe to you appeares ; 
For which Ithas do mourn, & poure forth cealclefle tearcs, 


4 
Which when he heard, he inly touched was 
With tender ruth for her vnworthy gricfe: 
And whethehad deuized of her caſe, 
He'gan in mind conceiue a fitrelicfe 
For all her paine, if pleaſe her make the priefe. 
© And hawng cheared her, thus ſayd; Faire Dame, 
In ewls, countell is the comfort chiefe : 
Which though 1 be not wiſe enough toframe, 
Yetas I\wellit meane, vouchſafe it w1 thout blame. 


If that the cauſe of this x. Janguiſhment 
Be lacke of children, to ſupply yourplace; 
Lo, how good fortune doth to you preſent 
This little babe, of (weer and louely fact, 
And ſpotleffe ſpirit, in which ye may enchace 
What-cuer formes ye liſt thereto apply, 
Being now ſoft and firthem'to embrace; 
Whether yeliſthim train in cheualry, 

Or noutfteyp inlore of learn'd Philoſophy. 

6 


And certesithath DP VEP'S. bs been ſeene, 
That of the like whoſe linage was vaknowne, 
More braue and nobke kvights haue rayſedbeene 
(As theirviQorious deeds =o often ſhowen, 
Being with famethrough many Nations blowen) 
Then thoſe, which hauebeen dandled in the lap. _ 
Therefore ſomethought, thatthoſe braueimps were 
 Hete by the gods, andfed with heauenly.ſap, (ſowen 
That made them groweſo high tall honorable hap. 


F + {ER 
The Lady, hearkning robjsſenlefull ſpeech, 
Found nothing that he ſayd,vnmect nor, geafon, 
Hauing oft ſeene ittride, as he did teach. 
Therefore inclining.to his goodly reaſon, 
Apreeing well both withtheplace &ſealon , 
Shegladly did of thatſame babe accept, 
As of her owneby liuery and feiſin ; 
And hauing ouer italittle wept, 
She boreit thence, and cuer as her owne it kept, 
Right 
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8 
Right glad was Calepibe fr". fortd, Li wi oo a5] 
Of his young tharge, whereof he s&illed. cought:;1 
Ne ſheleſle/gladifaruthe ſowiely-did;. 
And with her husbanil-yoder hand fo wrought, 
That when that.ipkapeento him ſhebrought, | 
She made humehinke ze ſurely, was his-awne,. 
And1t in goodly thewes ſo well rp+brought, + 
That it became afatvvus _ well knownc; -, 
And did right noble deeds, the which-elſewhere are ſhawn. 


h 


2 
But Calepine, naw beloglelt algae DH; 1497 
Vndenthegreeticwoads fide in forry plight, 
Withoutew armies ariſteed toridevpon, 


Or houſero hidekivhead from beguens ſpight, | 
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Albe that Dame(by all the means ſhe might) 

Him oft defired home with her to wend, 

And oftred him(his.courtefie to requite) _ 

Both horſe and armes, and whar-ſo clſetg lend ; 
Yet he them allrefus'd, though thankr ber as afiend. 


OY 4 42 
And for exceeding griefc which ily grew, 
That he his Loue ſa luckleſle now had loſt, 
On the.colde ground, maugre bimicltc he threw, 
For tcl] deſpight, te beſo lorely croft; | 
And there all nighrhimſelfe in anguiſh roſt; 
Vowing, that neuer be in bed againe 
His Imbes wouldreſt, ne lig in caſe emboſt 
Till that his Ladies fight he mote atraine, 
Or vndecſtand, that ſhezo lafery did remayne. 
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I Whar an eafie thing is to deſcrie 
nt 4 dere how=euer it be wrapt 
SD In ſ&rmsfortunes foule deformity, 
And wretched ſorrows,which haue ofte hapt? 
WOSStq9 For,howloeuer it may growe mis-ſhap'r 
(Like this wyld man,beingvndifciplyn'd) 
That to all vertue:it may ſeeme vnapr, | 
Yertwill it ſhew'fomeparkes of gentle mind, 
And at thelaſt breake forth in his owneproper kinde: - 


"= & 
That plainely mayinthiswyld manbered, 
Who though hewereftill inthis defertwood, 
Monet ſalnage beafts, both rudely borne and bred, 
Neeuer {awe faireg&mze, ne learnedgood, 
Yet ſhew'd ſome token of his gentle blood, 
Ny gcntleviage of thatwretched Dame. 
For, certes hewas borne of noble blood, 
* How-ener byhardhaphehither came : | 
As ye may know, when time ſhall beto tellthe'ſfame. 


Who,when as now ric helacked had 
The good Sir Catepine, thatfarre was ſtrayd, 
Did wexe exceetling ſorrowfull and fad, 

., Ashcof fome misfortune were afrayd : 


i HU ſhe Prince Arthure finds 
: Ifhoher together with his Squire JAN 
with th Hermit leaues behynd. DYED NS, 
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And leauingthere this Lady all diſmayd, 

Went forth ſtrejghtway into the forreſt wide, 

To ſecke, if he perchance aſleepe were layd, 

Or what-ſo elſe were yato him betide : | 
He ſought him far and ncere, yet him no where he ſpyde. 


| 4 | 

Tho, back returning to tharſory Dame, 
He ſhewed ſemblant of exceeding mon2, 
By ſpeaking ſignes,as he them beſt could frame ; 
Now wringiog both his wretched hands in one, 
Now beating his hard head vpon aſtone, 
Thatruth#t was to ſee him ſolament. 
By which ſhe well perceiuing, what was done, 
Ganteare her hayre, and .all her garments rent, 

And beather breaſt, and pitiouſly herſelfe rormenr. 


. 5 

Vpon the gore herſelfe ſheflercelythrew, 
Regardleſſe of her wounds, yer bleedingrite, 
T hat with thetr bloud did all the looreimbrew, 
As if herbreaſt, new launc't with murdrous knife, 
Would ſtrezghtdiflodgethe wretched weary life. 
Thereſhe] groucling, and deep groning lay, 
As it hervitalpowers were at ſtrife 

_ Withſtrongerdeath, and feared theirdecay: 

Sitch were this Ladicspangs and dolorous aflay. : 

Whom 
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Whom when the Saluage ſaweſo ſore diſtreſt, 

He reared hervp from the bloudy rouid, | 

And ſoughtby all the meanes that he could beſt 

Her to reture out of that ſtony ſwound, > 

And ſtaunch the bleeding of her dreary wound. 

Yetn'ould ſhe be recomforted for nought, 

Ne ceaſe herſorrowe and impatientſtound, 

But day and nightdid yexc her carefull thought, 
Andeuer more and more her owne afflition wronght. 


7 
Atlength, when as no hope of his returne 
She ſawenow left, ſhe caſt to leauetheplace, 
And wend abroad, though feeble and forlorne, 
To ſeek ſome comfort in that ſory caſe. 
His ſtced,now ſtrong through reſt ſo long a ſpace, 
Well as ſhe could, ſhe got, and did bedight: 
And being thereon mounted, forth did paſe, 
Withouren guide, her to condu& args, 
Or gard hertodefend from bold opprelors might. 
| 8 


Whom when her Hoſtſawready to depart, 
| Hewould not ſuffer her alone to fare, 
But gan him ſelfe addrefleto take her part. 
Thoſe warlikearmes, which Calepinewhyleare 
Hadleft behind, he gan eftſoones prepare, 
And putthem all about him ſelfe vofir, _ 
_ His ſhield, his helmet, and his curats bare; 
But without ſword vpon histhigh to fit: 
Sir Calepine himſelfe away had hidden it. 


= . 

So forth they traveld an vncuen payre, 
That mote toall men ſeem an vncouth ſight; 
A ſaluage man match with a Lady fayre, 
Thatratherſecm'd the conqueſt of his might, 
Gottcn by ſpoyle, then purchaſed aright. 
But he did her attend moſt carefully, 
And fuithfully did ſcrue both day and night, 
Wuhouten thought of ſhame or villeny, 

Ne euerſhewed ſigne of foulediſloyalty, 

Io 


Vpon aday as on their way they went, 
It chaunc't ſomefurniture about her ſteed 
To bedifordered by ſome accident : 
Which to redrefle, ſhe did th'aſſiſtance need 
Of this her groome: which he by ſignes didreed; 
And ſtreight his combrous armes alide did lay 
Vpon the ground, withouten doubtor dreed, 
Andin his homely wizebegan to aflay 

T*amend what wasamille, wa, put in right array. 


The third norftrong nor wil 
 Oft-times their ſundry powers thay:did employ; ' 
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After that Timias had againerecured- : : 
The 'of Belphebe,(as yeheard)- 
_ _y _ _—_— meaſlured, 
To ha ſſehe was full highvprear'd, 
Neither i: enuy;norof chanmaetned Wind wt 
Though manytocs did him malipne therefore; - : 
And with vniuſt derraftion him did beard; bel 
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Yethehim ſelfeſo well and wiſely bore, - - - 
\ Thatin herfoueraine liking he dwelt caermore. t - / 
Ig; 
But of them all, which did his mineſeeke, - 1: - 
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And ſeuerall deceipts,butallinvaine: 


| elsnow ironecompound; , 
Where ſingled forces faile, como yaod my BANE. | 
ound, _. 


Vaowares into the danger of defame. 
For, wellthey wiſt; that Squire to beſo bold, 
That no one beaitin forreſt wilde or tame. 
Met himin chaſe, butheit chall would, 
And plucke the prey oft-times out of their greedy holde. 
16 


The hardy boy, as they deuiſcd had, 
Secin gu vgly Monſter paſling by, 
Vpon himſer, of perill noughtadrad, 
Ne skilfull of. the vacouth teopardy ; 
And charged him fo fierce BY furiouſly, 
That (his great force vnableto endure) 
He forced was to turnefrom himand fly : 
Yeterehe fled, he with his tooth impure 
Him hecdlefſc bit, the whiles he was thereof ſecure, 
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| 7 
Securely he did after him purſew, _ 
Thinking by ſpeed to overtake his flight; | 
Who through thick woods & brakes & briers him drew, 
To weary him the more, and waſte his ſpight; 
So that he now hasalmoſt ſpent his ſpright. 
Till thatatlenoth ynto a woody ade 
He came, whoſe couert ſtopt his Fethers ht: 
There his three foes, ſhrowded in guilefull ſhade, 
Out of theirambuſh broke, and gan him to inuade. 


Sharply 


II 

Bout which whil'the was buſicd thus hard, 
Lo, where a knight together with his Squire, 
All arm'd to point, cameriding thitherward, 
Which ſeemed by their portance andattire, 
To betwocrrant Knights, that did enquire 
After aduentures, where they mote them get. 
Thoſewereto weet (if that ye R—__ 
Prince Arthur and young Timias, which met 

By ſtrange occaſion, that here needs forth be ſex. 


TR_— 
1.8) Wn gage 9 


Cant. V. 


THE FAERY 


QVEENE. 321 


CO RS———_ 


18 

Sharply they all attonce did him affayle, 

Burning with inward rancour and deſpight, 

And heaped ſtrokes did round about him haile 

With ſo huge force, that ſeemed nothing might 
Beare off their blowes from pearcing thorough quize. 
Yethe tzem all ſo warily did ward, 

1 hatnone of them in his ſoft fleſh did bite, 

And all the while his backe for beſt ſafegard, 


_ Helcantagainſtatree, that backeward onſet bard. 


I 
Like a wilde Bull, that Wis at a bay, 
Is baited of a maſtifte and a hound, 
Anda curre-dog; that doe him ſharpe aſſay 
On cuery fide, and beat about him round ; 
But moſt that curre, barking with bitter ſound, 
And creeping ſtill behinde, dothhimvincomber, 
Thatin his Fall he digs the trampled ground, 
And threats his horns, and bellowes like the thonder; 
So did that Squire his foes diſperſe, and driue aſonder. 


20 
Him well behoued fo; for, his three focs 
Sought to encompaſle him on enery (ide, 
And dangerouſly didround abour encloſe ; 
Butmoſt of all Defetto him annoyd, 
Creeping behinde him ſtillto haue deſtroyde: 
So did Decetto ekghim circumuent : 
But ſtout Deſþetto, in his greater pride, 
Did front him face to face againſt him bent; 
Yet hethem all withſtood, and often maderelent, 


0 
Till that at length nigh tys'd with former chace, 
And weary now with carefull keeping ward, 
He gan to ſhrinke, and ſomewhat to giue place, 
Full like creJong to haue eſcaped hard; 
When-as vnwares he'in theforreſtheard 
A trampling ſteed, that with his nezghing faſt 
Did warne his rider beypon his gard; 
With noiſe whereof the Squire, now nighaghaſt, 
Reuiued was, and {ad deipaire away did caſt. 


22 
Eftſoones he [pide a Knight approching nie, 
Who ſeeing one info greardaungerlet 
Mongſt many foes, himſclfe did faſter hie, 
To reskue him, and his weak part aber, 
Forpitty ſo to ſee him ouer-ſet. 
Whom ſoone as his three enemies did view, 
They fied, and faſt into the wood did get: 
Him booted not to think them to purlew, 
The couert was ſo thick, that did no paſlageſhew. 


2 
Then turning to that PT 7" well he knew 
To be his Twas his owne true Squire: 
Whereof exceeding glad heto him drew, 
And him embracing twixt his armes cnnire, 
Him thus beſpake ; My liefe, my lifes defire, 
Why haue ye me alone thus long yleft 2 
Tell me what worlds deſpight, or heauens yre 
Hath you thus long away from mebereft ? 


Where bauc ye allthis while bin wandring, where bin weft > So milde humanity, and perſetgentlermind. 


2 
Withthar, he ſighed deep Grrduband tyne: 
To whom the Squire nought anſwered againe; 
But ſhedding few ſoft teares from tender cyne, 
His deare affect with filence did reſtraine, 
And ſhutyp all his plaintin priuy paine. 
There they awhile ſome gracious ſpeeches ſpent, 
As to them ſeemed fit,time to enterraine. 
Afﬀeer all which,vp to their ſteeds they went, 
And forth together rode a comely couplement. 


2 
So now they be arrived both on fight 
Of this wild man,whom theyfall bufte found 
About the ſad Serena things to dighr, 
With thoſe braue armours lying onthe ground, 
That ſcem'd the ſpoyle of ſome right well renownd. 
Which when thatSquire beheld, he to them ſtepr, 
Thinking to take them from that hilding hound: 
But he it ſecing lightly to him lept, 
And ſternely with ſtrong han.i irfrom his handling kept. 
26 
Gnaſhing his grinded teeth with grieſly looke, 
And Skins fire out of his one, 
Him with his fiſt vawares on th'head he ſtrooke, 
That made him downevatothe earth encline ; 
Whence ſoone vpſtarting much he gan repine, 
And Laying Hs _ his wrathfull blade, 
Thought therewithall forchwith him to haue liine; 
Who it perceiuing, hand vpon him layd, 
And greedily him griping, his auengement ſtayd, 


27 
With thar, aloud the faire Serenacryde 
Vato the Knight them to diſpartintwaine : 
Who to them ſtepping did them ſoon diuide, 
And did from further violence reſtraine, 
Albethe wyld-man hardly would refraine. 
Then gan the Prince, of her for to demaund, 
What and from whence ſhe was, and by what traine 
-She fell into that ſaluage villaines hand, 
And whether free with him ſhe now were, or in band. 
28 
To whom ſhe thus; I am, as now yeſce, 
The wretchedſt Dame, thar liues this day on ground 3 
Who both in minde, the which moſt grieueth me, 
And body, haue receiy'd a mortall wound, 
That hath me driuen to this drery ſtound. 
I was erewhile, the Loue of Calepine : 
Who whether he aliue beto be found, 
Or by ſome deadly chance be done to pine, 
Sith I hmlately loſt, vneath isto define. 


2 
In ſaluage forreſtI him loſt 5 late, 

Where I had ſurely long ere this been dead, 
Orelſe remained 1n moſt wretched ſtate, 
Had not this wilde man in that wofull ftea4 
Kept, and deliuered me from deadly dread. 
Inſuch aſaluage wight, of brutiſh kynd, 
Amongſt wilde beaſts iti deſert forreits bred, 
It is moſt ſtrange and wonderfullto find 


322 THE SIXT BOOKE OF 


Cant. I, 


| _— 


O 
Letmetherefore this "IR. for him finde, 
Thatye will not your wrath vpon him wreake, 
Sith he cannot expreſle his ſimple minde, 
Ne yours conceiue, ne but by tokens ſpeake : 


Small praiſe to proue yourpowre on w! ghrſo weake. 


With ſuch f:ire words ſhe did their heat aſlwage, 
And the ſtrong courſe of their diſpleaſure breake, 
Thartthey to pitty turnd their former rage, 

And each ſoughttoſupply the office of her page. 


I 
So hauing all things well OP her dight, 
She on her way caſt forward to proceed; 
And they her torth conducted, where they myght 
Finde harbour fit to comfort her great need. 
For, now her wounds corruption gan to breed; 
And eke this Squire, who likewiſe wounded was 
Of that ſame Monſter late, forlacke of heed, 
Now gan to faint, and further could notpaſs 


Through feebleneſſe, which all his limbes oppreſſed has. 


22 
Soforth they rode together all in troupe, 


To ſeek ſomeplace, the which mote yceld ſome eaſe 


To thele ficke twaine, that now began to droupe: 
Andali the way the Prince ſought to appeaſe 
Thebitter anguiſh of their ſharpe diſeaſe, 
By allthe courteous meanes he could inuent ; 
Somewhile with merry purpoſe fitto pleaſe, 
And otherwhile with good encouragement, 

To make them to endure thepains did them torment. 


#3... 

Mongſt which, Serena did to him relate 
The foule diſcourt'fies and yoknightly parts, 
Which Turpine had ynto her ſhewed late, 
Without compaſlion of her cruell ſmarts: 
Although Blandinadid with all her arts 
Him otherwiſe perſwade, all that ſhe might; 
Yethe of malice, without her deſarts, 
Not onely her excluded late at night, 

But alſo traiterouſly did wound her weary knight. 


; 34 

Wherewith the Prince fore moued, there avoud, 
That ſoone as he returned backe againe, 
He'would auenge th'abuſes of thatproud 


And ſhameful knight, of whom ſhe did complaine, 


This wize did they each other entertain, 
To paſſe the tedious trauell of the way 3 
T1ll rowards night they came vnto a Plaine, 
By which a little hermitage therelay, | 
Far from all neighbourhood, the whichannoy it may. 


5 

And nigh thereto a little Chippell ſtood, 
Which being all with Yuy ouer-ſpred, 
Deck: all the roofe; and ſhadowing therood, 
Seem'd like a groue faire branched ouer-head: 
Therein the Foie, which his life here led 
In ſtreight obſeruance of ons vow, 
Was wont his howres andholy things to bed; 
Andthercinhelikewiſe was prayingnow, 


When-as theſe knights arriv'd,they wiſt notwhere nor how. 


6 
They ſtaydnot there, bur ſtreight way'in did paſs, 
Whom when the Hermitepreſentſawein place, 
From his deuotion ſtreight he troubled was ; 
Which breaking off, he toward them did paſe, 
With ſtayed ſteps, and graue beſeeming grace : 
For, well it ſeem'd, thar whylotne he had beene 
Some goodly perſon and of eentletace : 
That could his good to all, and well did weene, 
How each to entertaine with curt'fie well beſeene. 


- 4 
And ſoothly itwas ſayd b 4 DIO fame, 
Solong as agecnabled him thereto, 
T hathe had been amanof mickle name, 
Renowmed much in armes and derring doe : 
But being aged now and weary to 


Coy omomn 


Of warres delight; and worlds contentious toyle, 


The name of knighthood he did diſauow, 
And hanging vp his armes and warlike ſpoyle, 


From all this worlds incombrance did himſelfe affoyle. 


3 
He thence them led into his Hermitage, 
Letting their ſteeds to graze vpon the Green : 
Small was his houſe, and I1ke alittle cage, 
For his owne turne, yet inly neate andicleane, 


Deckt with green boughes, and flowers gay beſcene. 


Therein he them full faire did ernbrtaine. 

Not with ſuch forged ſhowes, as fitter beene 

For courting fools, that courteſies would faine, 
But with entire affeCtion and appearance plaine. 


39 

Yetwas theirfare but homely, ſach aghee 
Did vſe, his feeble body to ſuſtaine; - 
The which full gladly they did take in gree, 
Suchas it was, ne lid of want complaine, 
But being well ſufhz'd, them reſted faine. 
But faire Serene all night could take no reſt, 
Ne yet that gentle $quire,for grieuous paine 


Of their late wounds, the which the Blatant Beaſ# 
Had giuen the, whoſe grief through ſuffrance ſore increaſt, 


40 
So all thatnightthey paſt in great diſeaſe, 
Till that the morning, bringing early hght 


To guide mens labours, broughtthemalſo eaſe, 


And ſome aflwagement of theirpainefullplight. 
Then vp they role, and gan themſeluesto dight 
Vnto their journey ; but that Squire and Dame 
So faint and feeble were, that they ne might 
Endureto trauell, nor one foot to frame: 


T heir harts were ſicke, their ſides were ſore, their feet were 


I 
Thereforethe Prince, whom great affaires in mind 
Would not permit, to make there lenger ſtay, 
Was forced there toleaue them both behind, 
In thaggood Hermits charge, whom he did pray 
To tend them well. Soforth he wenthis way, 
And with him eke the Saluage (that whylere 
Secing his royall vſage and array, | 
Was greatly growne inloue of that braue pere) 
Would needs depart, as ſhalldeclared be elſewhere, 


lame. 
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a Fo The Hermite heales both Squire &* Dame 


of their ſore maladies : 
He Turpine doth defeate, and ſhame 
for hs late villanies. 


ESD | 
i 


b \ N 
ay ly =s w=— , <0 © <"—_— 
CS IO DIES FACT. 


I 
L@# O wound, which warlike hand of enemy 
2 Tnflicts with dint of Iword,fo fore doth light, 
7 As doth the poyſnous ſting, which Infamy 
Infixeth in the name of noble wight : 
For, by no art, nor any Leaches might 
ASD, V It cuer canrecured be againe; 
. Ne all the skill, which that immorrall fpright 
Of Podalyrius did initretaine, 
Can remedy ſuch hurts; ſuch hurts arc helliſh paine. 
2 
Such were the wounds, the which that Blatant Beaſ? 
Made in the bodies of that Squire and Dame 
And being ſuch, were now much more increaſt, 
For want of taking heed vnto theſame, 
That now corruptand curelefſethey became : 
How-be that carefull Hermite did his beſt, 
With many kindes of medicines meet, to tame 
The poytnous humour, which did moſt infeſt 
Their rankling wounds, & euery day them duely dreſt. 


For, he rightwellin Leach craft was ſeene; 
And through the long experience of his daies, 
Which had in many fortunes toſled beene, 
And paſt through many perillous aſlaies, 
He knew the diuerſe went of mortall waies, 
Andin the mindes of men had greatin-ſight; 
Which,with ſage counſell, when they wentaſtray, 
He could enforme, and them reduce aright, - 
And all the paſſions heale,which wound the weaker ſpright, 


4 
For, whylome, he had been adoughty Knight, 
As any one that liued in his daies, 
And proued oftin many perilous fight; 
Of which he grace and glory wonne alwaies, 
Andinall battels bore away the baies. 
But beeing now attachtwith timely age, 
And weary of this worlds vnquietwaies, 
He tooke himlelfe voto this Hernutage, 
In which heliu'd alone, bke carelelfebin in Cage. 


One day, as he was ſearching of their wounds, 

He found thatthey hadfeſtred priwly, 

And rankling inward with voruly ſtounds, 

The inner parts now gan to putrifte, 

That quite they ſeem'd paſt kepe of furgery; 

And rather needed to be diſciphnde 

With wholeſome reede of fad ſobriety, 

Torule the ſtubbornerage of paſſion blind : 
Giueſalues to eucry ſore, but counſellto the mind. 


So, taking them apart into his Cell, 
He to that pointfir ſpeeches gan to frame, 
As he the art of words knew wondrous well, 
And cke could doe, as well as fay the ſame; 
And thus he to them ſaid; Faire daughter Damey 
And you faue ſonne,which hecre thus long now lie 
In pittious languor, fince ye hither came, 
In vaine of me ye hope for remedie, | 
And I likewiſe in yaine doefalues to you apply. 


"EM 
For, in yourſelfe your onely helpe doth lie, - 
To heale your ſelues, and muſt proceed alone 
From your owne will, to cure your maladie. 
Who can him cure, thatwill be cur'd of none > 
If therefore health yeſceke, obſeruethis one; 
Firſt, learne your outward ſenſes to refraine 
From things that ſtirre vp frulle aftection ; | 
Your eyes,yourcares,your tongue,your talkereſtraine 
From that they moſt affect, and in due tearmes containe. 
8 
For, from thoſe outward ſenſes 1ll affeted, 
The {eed of all this ewill firſt doth fpring, 
V Vhich at the firſt before it had inf cd, 
Mote eafie be ſuppreſt with little thing : 
But beeing growen ſtrong, it forth doth bring 
Sorrow, and anguiſh, and impatient paine 
In th'innerparts, and laſtly ſcattering 
Contagious poylon cloſethrough euery vaine, 
It neuer reſts, till it haue wrought hs finall bane, = 
FE. | or 
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9 
For, that beaſts teeth,which wounded you to-forc, 


Are ſo excecdingvenemous and kecue, 

Made all of ruſty iron, rankling ſore, 

That wherethey bite, it booteth not to weene 
With ſalue, or antidote, or other meane 

Tt euer to amend :ne'maruaile ought; 

For, thatſame beaſt was bred of helliſh ſtrene, 
Andlong in darkſome Styzian den vp-brought, 


Begot of foule Echidna,asin bookes is taught, 


10 
Echidna is a Monſter girefull dred, 


Whom Gods doe hate, and heauens abhor to ſee; 
So hideous is herſhape, ſo huge her head, 
Thateuen the helliſh fiends aftrighted bee 
Arſight thereof, and from her preſence flee : 

Yet did herface and former partsprofelſe 

A faire young Maiden, full of comely glee; 

Bur all her hinderparts did plaine expretle 


A monſtrous Dragon, full of fearcfull vgliveſle. 


II 
To her the Gods, for hero dreadfull face 


(In fearefull darkeneſfe, furtheſt from the skie, 
And from the earth )appointed haue her place 


Mongſt Rocks and Caues, where ſhe enrold doth lie 


In hideous horrour and obſcurity, 

Waſting the ſtrength of her immortall age. 
There Ja Typhaon with her company 3 
Cruell Typhaon, whoſe tempeſtuous rage 


Make th'heauens tremble oft, & him with yowes afſwage. 


I2 
Ofthat commixtion they did then beget 


This helliſh dog, that hight the Blatant Beaſt 3 
A wicked Monſter, that his tongue doth whet 


Gainſt all, both good and bad, both moſt aud leaft, 


And poures his poyſnous gall forth,to infeſt 
The nobleſt wights with notable detame : 
Ne euer Knight, that boreſo lofty creaſt, 
Ne euer Lady of ſo honeſt name, 


But hethem ſpotted with reproche, or ſecret ſhame. 


I 


In vaine therefore it were, with medicine 


To goe about to ſalue ſuch kind of ſore, 
That rather needs wile read and diſcipline, 


Then outward ſalues, thatmay augment it more. 


Aye me! ſaid then Serena, fighing ſore, 

What hope of helpe doth then for vs remaine, 
IF thatno ſ{alues may vs to health reſtore ? 

Bur, ſith we need good counſel], ſaid the ſwaine, 


Aread good fire, ſome counſel, that may vs ſuſtaine: 


14 
The beſt, ſaid he, that I canyou aduiſe, 


Is to avoide the occaſion of the 1ll ; 

For, when the cauſe whenceecuill doth ariſe, 
Remoued is, th'effe& ſurceaſeth ſtill. 

Abſtaine from pleaſure, and reſtraine your will, 
Subdue defire, and bridlelooſedelight, 

Vſe ſcanted diet, andforbeare your fill, 

Shun ſecrecie, and talkein'open ſight: 


So ſhall you ſaonerepaire your preſent euill plight, 


—_—C 


I 

Thus hauing (aid, his fickly Patients 

Did gladly harkento his graue beheaſt, 

And kept ſo well his wiſe commaundements, 

That in ſhort ſpace their malady was ceaſt; 

And ekethe biting ofthatharmefull Beaſt 

Was throughly heal'd. Tho, when they did perceaue 

Their wounds recur'd, and forces reincreaſt, 

Of that good Hermite both they tooke their leaue, 
And went both on their way, ne each would otherleaue: 

| 16 

But each the other vow'd accompany : 

The Lady, for thatſhe was muchindred, 

Now lefralone in greatextremity; 

The Squire, for that he courteous was indeed, 

Would not herleaue alone in her greatnecd. 

So both together traueld, till they mer 

With afaire Maiden clad in mourning weed, 

Vpon a mangy Iadeynmeetely ſet, 
Anda lewd fooleher leading thorough dry and wer. 

: : 

But dy what meanes that ſhame to her befell, 

Andhow thereof herſelfe ſhe did acquite, 

I muſt awhile forbeare to you totell; 

Till that, as comes by courſe, Idoerecite 

What fortune to the Briton Prince did light, 

Purſuing that proud Knight, the which whilcare, OD" 

"— tto Sir Calidoreto fouledeſpight; ©esl*p a 

And eke his Lady, though ſhe ſickly were, 
Solewdly hadabus'd, as ye did lately heare. 

8 


I 

The Prince, according to the former token, 

Which faire Serene to him deliuered had, 

Purſu'd him ſtraight, in mind to been ywroken 

Of all the vile demeane, and vſage bad, 

With which he had thoſe two fo ill beſtad : 

Ne wight with him on that adventurewent, 

But that wilde man; whom though he oft forbad, 
| Yetforno bidding, norfor beeing ſhent, 
Would hereſtrained be from his attendement. 


I 
Arriuing there, as did by R's ofeY befall, 

He found the gate wide ope, and in he rode, 

Ne ſtaid, till that he cameintothe hall : 

Whereſoft diſmounting likea weary lode, 

Vpon the ground with feeble feete hetrode; 

As he vnablewerefor very need 

To moue one foor, but there muſt make abode; 

Thewhules theſaluage man did take his ſteed, 
Andin ſome ſtable neere did ſet him vp to feed. 8 

20 C | 

Ere long, to him a homely groome there came, 

That in rude wiſe him asked whathe was, 

T hat durſt ſo boldly, withoutlet or ſhame, 

Into his Lords forbidden hall to paſſe. 

To whom, the Prince (him faining to embaſe) 

Mild anfiwer made ; he was an errant Knight, 

The which was fall'ninto thisfeeble caſe, 

Through many wounds, which lately hein fight, 
Recciucd had, andprayd to pitty his illplight. . 

ut 
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21 
But he, the more outrageous and bold, 
Sternely did bid him quickly thence avaunt, 
Or deare aby; for why, his Lord of old 
Did hate all errant Knights which there did baunt, 
Ne lodging would to any of them graunt : 
And therefore lightly bade himpacke away, 
Not ſparing him with bitter words to taunt; 
And there-withall, rude hand on him did lay, 
To thruſt him out of doore, doing his worſt aſlay. 
22 
Which, when the Saluage comming now in place 
Bcheid, eftſoones he all enraged grew; 
And running ſtraight vpon thatvillaine baſe, | 
Like afell Lion at him fiercely flew, 
And with his teeth and nailes, in preſentview 
Him rudely rent, andallto pecces tore : 
So,miſcrably him all helplefle ſlew, | 
Thatwith the noiſe, whilſt he did loudly rore, 
Thepeople of the houſe roſe forth in great vp-rore. 


2 

Who, when on ground they _ their fellow {laine, 

And thatſame Knight and Saluage ſtanding by, 

Vpon them two they fell with might and maine, 

And on them laid fo huge and horribly, 

As if they would haue ſlaine them preſently. 

But the bold Prince defended him ſo well, 

And their aſſault withſtood fo mightily, 

That maugreall their might, he did repell 


And beat them back, whil'ſt many vnderneath him fell. 


2 
Yethe them ſtill ſo ſharply did purſew, 
That few of them he left alive, which fled, 
Thoſe euill tidings to their Lord to ſhew. 
Who, hearing how his people badly ſped, 
Cameforthin haſte : where, when-as with the dead 


He ſaw the ground all ſtrow'd,and that ſame Knight 


And Saluage with theirbloud freſh ſteeming red, 
He woxe nigh mad with wrath and fell deſpight, ' 


And with reprochefull words him thus beſpake on hight; 


25 
Artthou he, traytor, that with treaſonvile 
Haſt Qaine my men inthis ynmanly manner, 
And now triumpheſt in the pittious ſpoile 


Of theſe poorefolke, whole ſoules with black diſhonor 


And foule defame doe decke thy bloudy banner? 
The meed whereof ſhall ſhortly be thy ſhame, 
And wretched end, which ſtill attenderh on her. 
With thar, him ſclfe to battell he did frame ; 

So did his forty yeomen, which there with hum came. 


2 

With dreadfull force they all did him aſlaile, 

And round about with boyſtrous ſtrokes oppreſle, 

That on his ſhield did rattle like to haile 

In a great tempeſt; thatin ſuch diſtreſle, 

He wiſt not to which fide him to addreſle. 

And euermore that crauen coward Knight, 

Was at his back with hartlefle heedineſle, 

Waiting if he vnwares him murther might: 
For, cowardize doth ſtill in villany delight. 


27 

VVhercofwhen-as the Prince was well aware, 

He to him turnd with furious intent, 

And him againſt his powre gan to prepare; 

Like a fierce Bull, that beeing bufie bent 

To fight with many foes about him ment, 

Feeling ſome curre behind his heeles to bite, 

Turnes him aboutwith fell auengemenr: 

Solikewiſerurnd the Princevponthe Knight, 
And layd at himamaine with all his will and might. 


28 —- 
Who,when he once his dreadfull ſtrokes had taſted, 
Durſt not the furie of his force abide, 
Bur turn'd aback, and to retire him haſted Io 


Through the thick preace, there thinking him to hide. 


Burwhea the Prince had once himplainely eyde, 

Hefootby foot him followed alway, 

Ne would him ſuffer once to ſhrinke aſide; 

But 10yning cloſe, huge load at him did lay : 
Who flying ſull did ward,and warding fly away. 


2 
But, when his foe he ſtill ſo —_ ſaw, 
Vnto his heeles himſelfe he did betake, 
Hoping vnto ſomerefuge to with-draw : 
Ne would the Prince him euer foot forlake, 
Where-ſo he went, bur after him did make. 
He fled ftromroome to roome, from place to place, 
Whil'ft cuery 1oyntfor dread of death did quake, 
Still Looking after him thatdid him chaſe ; 
That madehim cuermoxe increaſc his ſpeedy paſe. 
©) 
Atlaſt, he vp into the DDE +. came, 
Where-as his Loue was ſitting all alone, 
Wayting what tydings of her folke became. 
There did the Prince him over-take anone, 
Crying in vaine to her, himto bemone ; 
And with his ſword him on the head did (mite, 
That to the ground hefell in ſealcleflefwone :; 
Yetwhetherthwart or flatly it did lite, 
The tempred ſtecle did nat into his braine-pan bite. 


I 
Which when the Lady ſaw, > th orcataffright 
She ſtarting vp, began to rieke aloud; 
And with her garment couering him from ſight, 
Secm'd es, 1 protection him to ſhroud ; 
And falling lowely at his feet, her bow'd 
Vponher knee, intreating him for grace, 
And often him beſought, and pray'd, and vow'd 3 
That with the ruth of her ſo wretched cale, 
He ſaid his ſecond ſtroake, and did his hand abaſe. 


2 

Her weed ſhe then nahi, did him diſcouer: 
» Who nowcome to himſelfe, yet would nor rife, 

But {till did lie as dead, and quakeand quiuer, 

Thar cuen the Prince his baleneſle did defpile; 

And eke his Dame him ſeeing in ſuch guiſe, 

G2n him recomfort, and from ground to reare. 

Whorifingvp atlaſtin ghaſtly wife, 

Like troubled ghoſt did dreadfally appeare, 


As one that had no life him leftthrough former feare. 
FE. 2. Whom 
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Whom when the Prince ſo boedly ſaw diſmaid, 

He for ſuch baſeneſſe 7 «range him ſhent, 

And with ſharp words did bitterly vpbraid; 

Vile coward dog, now doe I much repent, 

That ecuer I this life vnto thee lent, 

Whereof thou caitiue ſovnworthy art; 

That both thy Loue, for lack of hardiment, 

And cke thy {ife, for want of manly hart, (part. 
And cke all Knights haſt ſhamed with this knightleſle 


4 
Yetfurther haſt thou heaped ſhame to ſhame, 
And crime to crime, by this thy coward feare. 
For, firſt it was to theereprochefull blame, 
Toerect this wicked cuſtome, which I heare, 
Gainſterrant Knights and Ladies thou dooſtreare ; 
Whom when thou maiſt, thou dooſt of armes deſpoile, 
Or of their vpper garment which they weare : 
Yetdooſt thou not with manhood, butwith guile, 
Maintaine this euillyſe, thy foes thereby to foile. 


35 

Andlaſtly, in approuance of thy wrong, 

To ſhew ſuch faintnefle and foule cowardize, 

Is greateſt ſhame: for oft it falles, that ſtrong 

And valiant knights doeraſhly enterprize, 

Either for fame, or elſe for exercize, 

A wrongfull quarrell to maintaine by fight; 

Yet haue, throughproweſle & their braue emprize, 

Gotten great worſhip in this worldes fight. (right. 
For, greater force thereneeds to mainraine wrong then 

6 

Yetſiththis life ynto this thay faire 
 Tgivenhaue, liuein reprocheand ſcornez 

Ne euer armes, ne euer knighthood dare 

Henceto profeſle: for, ſhame is to adorne 

With ſo braue badges oneſo baſely borne; 

But onely breathe, ith thatT did forgiue. 

So, hauing from his crauen body torne 

Thoſe goodly armes, he them away did gine, 
And onely ſuffred him this wretched life to Foe. 


7 
There, whil'ſt he thus was Enting thingsaboue, 
Arweene that Lady mildeandrecreant Knight, 
To whom his life he grantedfor her Loue, 
He ganbethinke himin what perilous plight 
He Pa behind him left that ſaluagewight, 
Amongſt ſo many foes; whom ſure he thought 
By this quiteſlaine in ſo vnequall fight : 
Therefore, deſcending backe in haſte, heſought 
If yet he were aliue, or to deſtruCtion brought. 


There he him found inked about 
With ſlaughtred bodies, which his hand had ſlaine; 
Andlaying yet afreſh with courage ftout 
Vpon thereſt that did aliue remaine; 
Whom he likewiſe right ſorely did conſtraine, 
Like ſcattred ſheepe, to ſecke fr lafery, 
After he gotten had with buſie paine 
Some of their weapons,which thereby did lie, 


With which he layd about, and made them faſt to flie, 


: 39 
Whom when the Prince ſo felly ſaw to rage, 
Approching to him neere, his hand he {taid, 
And ſought, by making fignes, him to aflwage : 
Who, them perceiuing,ftraightto him obaid, 
As to his Lord, and downe ſis weapons laid, 
As if he long had to his heaſts been trained. 
Thence he him broughtaway,and vp conuaid 
Into the chamber, where that Dame remained 
With her ynworthy knight, who ill him entertained. 


40 
Whom, when the Saluageſaw from danger free, 
Sitting beſide his Lady there ateaſe, 
He wellremembred, thatthe ſame was hee, 
Which lately ſoughthis Lord forto diſpleaſe: 
Tho, all inrage, he on him ſtraightdid ſeaze, 
Asif he would in peeces him hauerent ; 
And werenot that the Princedid him appeaze, 
He had notlefr one limbe of him ynrent : 
But ſtraighthe held his hand,at his commaundement. 
I 
Thus, hauingall things wall in peace ordained, 
The Prince himſelte there all that night did reſt; 
Where him Blandina fairely entertained, 
With allthe courteous glee and goodly feaſt, 
The which for him ſhecould imagine beſt. 
For, well ſhe knew the waiesto win good will 
Of euery wight, that werenot too infeſt ; 
And howto pleaſethe minds of good andill, (ill. 
Trough tempering of herwords & lookes by wondrous 


42 
Yet were her words and lookes butfalſe and fained, 
To ſome hid end to make more eafie way, 
Or to allureſuch fondlings, whom ſhe trained 
Into her trap vnto their owne decay : 
There-to when needed, ſhe could weepe and pray, 
And when her liſted, ſhe could fawne and flatter ; 
Now ſmiling ſmoothly, like to ſommers day, 
Now glooming fadly, fo to clokeher matter; 
Yet were her words but wind, & all herteares but water. 


4 
Whether ſuch grace were ſe her by kind, 
As women wonttheir guilefull wits to guide; 
Or learn'd theartto pleaſe, I doe not find. 
This well I wote, that ſhe ſo well applide 
Herpleafing tongue, thatſoone ſhe pacifide 
The wrathfull Prince, & wrought her husbands peace: 
Who natheleſle,not therewith ſatisfide, 
His rancorous deſpight did not releaſe, 
Ne ſecretly from thought of fell reuengeſurceaſle. 


4 
For, all thatnighr, the whites the Prince did reſt 
In careleſſe couch, not weeting what was ment, 
He watchtin cloſe await with weapons preſt, 
Willing to worke his villainous intent 
On him that had ſo ſhamefully him ſhent : 
Yetdurſt he not for very cowardize 
Effect the ſame, whil'ſt all the nightwas ſpent. 
The morrow next, the Prince di early riſe, 
Andpaſled forth, to follow his firſt enterprize. 
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=== Ikeas agecntlehartitſelfe bewraies, The knights beleeu'd, that all he ſaid Fas trew ; 
IR $A In dooing gentle deeds with franke deli ol: And beeing freſh, and full of youthly ſpright, 
vx Euen ſo the baſer mind itſelfe difplayes, Were glad to heare of that adventure new, 
& In cancred malice and reuengefull ſpight. In which they mote make tryall of their might, 
2j For, to maligne, t'envie, t'vſc ſhifting light, Which neueryer they had approv'd in fight: 
Be arguments of a vile dunghill-mind ; And ckedefirous of the offred meed, 
Which whatirt dare not doe by open might, Said then the one of them; Where is that wighr, 
To worke by wicked treaſon wayes doth find, The which hath doen to thee this wrongfull deed, 
By ſuch diſcourteous deeds diſcouering his baſe kind. That we may it avenge, £2” I him with ſpeed 2 
2 
Thar well appeares in this diſcourteous knight, Hee rides, faid Tyrpine, there not farre afore, 
The coward Twrpine, whereof now Itreat; With a wilde man foft footing by his fide, 
Who no:withſtandiog thatin former fight That if yelift to haſte alittle more, 
He of the Prince his life receiued late, Ye may him over-takein timely tide: 
Yetin his mind mulicious and ingrate Eftſoones they pricked forth with forward pride; 
He gan deuize,to be aveng'd anew And erethatlittle while they ridden had, # 
For all that ſhame, which kindled inward hate, The gentle Prince not farre away they ſpide, WI 
Therefore, ſo {oone as he was out of view, | Riding a ſoftly pale with portance lad, i: 
Himſelfein haſte he arm'd, and did himfaſt purſew. Dceuizing of his Loue, more then of danger drad. ii | 
7 ' 
Well did hetract his ſteps ., he didride, Then one of them aloud vnto him cride, i} 
Yet would not necre approchein dangers eyc, Bidding him turne againe, falſe traytor knighr, ll 
Bur kept aloofe, for dread to be deſcride, Foule woman-wronger; for,he him detide. ith 
Vntill fit time and place he moteeſpy, V Vith that, they both attonce with equall ſpight | $i 
Where he mote worke himſcathe and villeny. Did bend their ſpeares, and both with equall might "Y 
Arlaſt, he met two knights, to him voknowne, Againſt himranne; butth'one did mifle his marke ; 1 | 
The which were armed both aorceably, And beeing carried with his force forth-right, | 61! 
And both combin'd, what-euer chaunce were blowne, Glaunſt ſwiftly by; like to that heauenly Tm | 
Betwixt them to diuide, and each to make his owne. Which glyding through _ aire, I1ghts all the pps 
darke, 
To whom falſe Turfine Ns 299 courtcouſly, But th'other, ayming better, did him ſmite 
To cloke the milchiete which he inly ment, Full in the ſhield, with ſo impetuous powre, 
Gan to cowplaine of great diſcourtehe, Thar all his launce1n peeces ſhiuered quite, 
Which a ſtrange knight, that neere afore him went, And (ſcattered all about) fell on the floyre. | 
Had doen to him, and his decre Lady ſhent : Rut the ſtout Prince, with much more ſteddy ſtowre 
V-hich, if they would afford him ayd at need, Full on his beuer did him ftrike ſo lore, 
For to avenge in time conuemient, Thar the cold ſteele, through-pearcing, did deuoure 
. Thev ſhouldaccomplih both aknightly deed, His vitall breath, andtothe ground him bore, 
And for their paines obtaine of hima goodly meed. Where = he bathed lay in his owne bloody gore. i 
 N s 


328 THE SIXT BOOKE OF Cant P11. 


I5 
As when a caſt of "TIE AY their flight Perdy, ſaid he, in cuill houre itfell, 
At an Hernefhaw, thatlyes aloft on wing, That euer Ifor meed did vndertake 
The whiles they ſtrike at him with heedlefſe might, So hardataske, as lifefor hire toſell ; 
The warie fowle his bill doth backward wring ; Thewhich I earſt adyentur'd for your ſake. 
On which the firſt, whoſe force her firſt doth bring, Witneſſethe wounds, and this widebloudy lake, 
Her ſelte quite through the body doth engore, Whi my may {ee yetall about me ſteeme. 
And falleth down to ground like ſenſelefle thing 3 Therefore now yield, as ye did promiſe make, 
But th'other, notſo ſwiftas ſhe before, My duereward; the which rightwell I deeme 
Failes of her ſoulc, and paſſing by, doth hurt no more, I earned haue, that life ſo dearely did redeeme. 
10 16 | 
By this, the other which was paſſed by, But where then 1s, quorth hee, halfe wrathfully, 
Himſelferecouering, wasreturn'd to fight; Whereis the bootie which therefore I bought; 
Where, when he ſaw his fellow lifeleſle ly, That curſed caitiue, my ſtrong enemy, 
He much was daunted with ſo diſmall fight; That recreant knight,whoſe hatedlife I ſought ? 
Yet nought abating of his formerſpight, And where is cke your friend, which halfe it ought ? 
Let drive at him with ſo malicious mind, He lies, ſaid he, vpon the cold bare ground, 
As if he would haue paſſed through him quight : Slaine of that errant knight, with __ he fought 
-  Butthe ſteele-head no ſtedfaſt hold could find, Whom afterwards, mylelfe with many a womens, 
But glauncing by, deceiu'd him of that he deſyn'd. Did ley againe, as ye may ſee there in the ſtound. 
II . 17 
Notſo the Prince : for,his well learned ſpeare Thereoffalſe Turpine was full glad and faine, 
Tooke ſurer hold, and from his horles backe And needs with him ſtraight to the place would ride, 
Aboue a launces length him forth did beare, Where he himſelfe might ſee his foe-man ſlaine 
And pgainſtthe cold hard earth ſo fore him ſtrake, For, elſe his feare could not be ſatisfide. 
That all his bones in peeces nigh he brake. So, as they rade, he ſaw the way all dide 
Where ſecing him ſo lic, he left his ſteed, With ſtreames of bloud; which tracking by the traile, 
And to himleaping, vengeance thoughr to take Ere ang Hey came, where-as in cuill tide, 
Of him, for all ie ems follies meed, That other ſwaine, like aſhes deadly pale, 
' With flaming ſword in hand his terror more to breed. Lay inthe lap of death, rewing his wretched bale, 
h I2 18 
The fearefullſwaine, beholding death ſonie, Much did the Crauen ſceme to mone his caſe, 
Cride outaloud for mercy him toſauc; That for his ſake his deare life had forgone z 
In lieu whereof, he would to him deſcry And,him bewailing with affeCtion bale, 
Great treaſon to him meant, his lifeto reaue. Did countcrfeit kind pitty, where was none ? 
T he Prince ſoone harkned, and his life forgaue. For, where's no courage, there's no ruth nor mone. 
Then thus, ſaid he; There is aſtranger knight, Thence paſling forth, not farre away he found, 
| The which for promiſe of great meed, vs draue Where-asthe Prince himlſelfe lay all alone, 
To this attempt, to wreake his hid deſpight, Looſely diſplayd vponthe graflie ground, 
For that himſelfe thereto did want ſufficient might. Poſleſled of lweet ſleepe, that luld himſoftin fiyvound. 
I I 
The Prince much muſed at "XY villenie, Wearie of trauell in his GR fight, | 
And ſaid; Now ſure ye well haue carn'd your meed : « He there in ſhade himiſelfe had layd to reſt, 
For, th'one is dead, and th'other ſoone ſhall die, Hauing his armes and warlikethings vndight, 
Valeſle to me thou hither bring with ip:ed Fearclefle of foes that mote his peace moleſt 3 
The wretch, that hir'd you to this wicked deed. The whiles, his ſaluage Page, thatwontbepreſt, 
He glad of life, and willing eketo wreake Was wandred inthe wood another way, 
The guilt on him, which did this miſchiefe breed, To doceſomething that ſeemed to him beſt, 
Swore by his ſword, thatneither day nor weeke The whiles his Lordin filuer lumber lay, 
He would ſurceaſe,but him,where-ſo A were, would ſecke. Liketo the Euening ſtarre, adorn'd with deawy ray. 
14 20 
So,vp he roſe, and forth ſtraight way he went Whom when-as Twrpine ſaw ſo looſely laid, 
Backeto the place where Turpine late he lo: e; He weened wellthat he indeed was dead, 
There he him found in great aſtoniſhment, Like asthat other knight rohim had (aid : 
Toſec him ſo bedight with bloodie gore, But when he nigh approch't, he mote arcad 
And grieſly wounds thathim appalled fore, Plaine fignes ini him of life and liuelihead. 
Yet thus atlength he ſaid ; How now, Sir knight? Where-at much grieu'd againſt that ſtranger kmght, 
What meaneth this which here I ſee before ? That him too light of credence did miſlead, 
How fortuneththis foulevncomely plight, He would haue back retyred from that ſight, 
So different from that, which carſt yelceem'd in fight? That was to him on earth the deadlieſt deſpight. 


But 
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21 
Bur that ſame knight would not once let him ſtart, 
But plainely gan to him declarethe caſe 
Ofall his miſchiefe, and late lucklefleſmarrt ; 
How both he and hisfellow there in place 
Werevanquiſhed, and put to foulediſgrace, 
And how > an: he in lieu of life bim lent, 
Had yow'd vnto the Victor, him to trace 
And follow through the world, where-ſo he went, 
Till that he him delivered to his puniſhment. 


22 

He, there-with much abaſhed and affraid, 
Began to tremble euery limbe and vaine; 
And ſoftly whil tron ragpnnns praid, 
T'advize him better, then by ſuch-a traine 
Him to betray vnto a ſtranger ſwaine: 
Yerrathercounſeld him contrariwiſe, 
Sith he likewiſe did wrong by him ſuſtaine, 
To ioyne with him and vengeance to dewife, 


Whilſt time did offer meanes him ſleeping to ſurprize. 


2 

Nath'leſle, for all his ſpeech, Je gentle knight 
Would not be tempted to ſuch villeny, 
Regarcing more his faith, which he didplight ; 
Ali wereitto his mortall enemy, 
Then to entrap him byfalle treacherie: 
Great ſhame in Lieges blood to be embreyw'd, 
Thus, whil'ſt they were debating diuerſly, 
The Saluage forth out of the wood 1fIew'd 


Backe to the place, where-as his Lord he ſleeping yiew'd. 


24 
There, when he ſaw thoſe two ſo neere him ſtand, 
He doubted much what mote their meaning bee: 
And throwing downe his load out of his hand 
(To weet, great ſtore offorrelt fruite, which hee 
Had for his food late gathered from the tree) 
Himſclfe vnto his weapon he betooke, 
That was an oaken plant, which lately hee 
Rent by the root; which he fo ſternely ſhooke, 
That like an hazcll wand, itquiuered and quooke. 


25 
Where-at, the Prince awaking, when he ſpide 
The traytor Turpine with that other knight, 
He ſtarted vp; and ſnatching neere his fide 
His truſty ſword, theſeruaunt of his might, 
Like afell Lion leaped to himlight, 
And his lett hand vpon his collar layd. . 
There-with, the coward deaded with affright; 
| Fellflatto ground, ne word vnto him ſaid, 
But holding vp has hands, with filence mercy praid. 
26 


But he ſo full of indignation was, 
That to hisprayer noughthe would incline, 
Burt as he lay vpon the humbled graſs, 
His foot he et on his vile necke, in f1gne 
Ofſeruile yoke, that nobler harts repine. 
Then, letting him ariſe like abieCt thrall, 
He gan to him obiect his hainous crime, 
And to reuile, and rate, andrecreant call, 


Andlaſtly, to deſpoile of knightly bannerall. 


27 
And after all, for oreater infamy, 
He by the heeles him hung vpon a tree, 
And baftuld fo, that all which paſſed by, 
The picture of hispuniſhment might ſee, 
And by the hike enſample warned bee, 
How euer they through treaſon doc treſpafle. 
But turne we now backto that Lady free, 
Whom late we leftriding vpon an Aſle, 
Led by a Carleand foole, which by her fidedid pale. 
28 
She was aLady of preat dignity, 
And lifted vp to honourable place, 
| Famous through all the land of Faerie, | 
Though of meane parentage and kindredbaſe, 
Yetdeckt with wondrous gifts of Natures graces 
Thatall men did herperſon much admire, 
And prule the feature ofher goodly face, 
The beames whereof did kindle louely fire 
In th'harts of many a knight, and many a gentle Squire, 
2 


<9 
. But ſhee thereof grew proud and inſolent, 


Thar none ſhe worthy thought to be herfere, 
But ſcornd them all that loue vnto her ment; 
Yet was ſhe lov'd of many a worthy pere; 
Vnworthy ſhe to be belov'd ſo dere, 

That could not weigh of worthinefle aright. 
For, beautie is more glorious, bright and clere, 
The more it is admir'd of many a wight, 


And nobleſt ſhe; thatſerued is of nobleſt knight. 


O 
But this coy Damrzell chonphe contrariwiſe, 
Thatſuch proud looks would make her praiſed more; 
And that the more ſhe did all loue deſpite, 
The more would wretched Louers her adore. 
What cared ſhe, who ſighed for her ſore, 
Or who did waile,or watch the weary night? 
Let them, that liſt, their lucklefle lot Ak 9 ; 
Shee was borne free, not bound to any wight, 
And fo would cuer live, and loue her ownedelight. 


I 
Through ſuch her Aubborize ſtifneſle, and hard hart, 

Many a wretch, for want of remedy, 

Did langwſh long in life-conſuming ſmart, 

Andatthe laſt, through dreary dolour die: 

Whilſt ſhee (the Lady of her libertie) 

Did boaſt her beauty had ſuch ſoueraine might, 

That with the onely twinkle of her eye, 

She could or faue, or ſpill, whom ſhe would hight. 
What could the Gods doe more, but doe it more aright 2 

2 

But loe, the Gods, that a follies view, 

Did worthily reuenge this maydens pride; 

And,noughtregarding her ſo goodly hew, 

Did laugh at her, that many did deride, 

Whilſt ſhe did weepe, of no man mercifide. 

For, on a day, when Cufid kept his Court, 

As heis wont at each Saint Valentide, 

Vnto the which all Louers doereſfort, | 
Thatof 4 loues ſuccelle they there may make report; | 

Ft. 4. | 


It 
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It fortun'd then, that when Z® rolles wereread, 
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In wich thenames of all Louesfolke were filed, 
That many there were miſſing, which were dead, 
Or kept in bands, or from their Loues exiled, 

Or by ſome other violence deſpoiled. 

Which when as Cupid heard, he wexed wroth, 
Anddoubting to be wronged, or beguiled, - 

He bade his eyes to be vnblindfold both, 


Thathe might ſce his men, and muſter them by oth. 


34 

Then found he many miſſing of his crew, 
Which wont do ſuitand ſeruice to his might; 
Of whom what was becomen, no man knew. 
Thercforea Iurie was impaneld ſtrejght, 
T'enquire of them, whether by force or ſleight, 
Or their owne guilt, they were away conuaid. 
To whom foule 1nfare and fell Deſpight 
Gaue enidence, thatthey were all betraid, 


And murdred cruelly by a rebellious Maid. 


35 
Faire Mirabellawas her name, whereby 


Of all thoſe crimes ſhe there indited was : 

All which when Cupid heard, he by and by 

In great diſpleaſure, will'd a Capias 

Should iflue forth, tattach that ſcornefull Laſſe. 
The Warrant ſtraight was made, and ther-withall 
A Ballieffe errantforth in poſt did paſle, 

Whom they by nametheir Portamoredid call; 


He which doth ſummon Louers to Loues judgement hall. 


6 

The Damrzell was IT: | and ſhortly brought 
Vato the Barre, where-as ſhe was arrained : 
Bur ſhethere-to nould plead, nor anſwere ought 
Euen for ſtubborne pride, which her reſtrained. 
Soiudgement paſt, as is by law ordained 
In caſes like; which when art laſt ſheſaw, 
Her ſtubborne hart, which loue before diſdained, 


Gan ſtoupe, and falling downe with humble awe, 


Cryde mercy, to abate the extremity of law. 


"2.37 
The ſonne of Yenus, who is milde by kind 
But whereheis prouok't with pecuiſhneſle, 
Vnto her prayerspittiouſly enclin'd, 
And didtherigour ofhis doomereprefle; 
Yetnotſo freely, but that natheleſle 
He vnto her a penance did impoſe : 
Which was, thatthrough this worlds wide wilderncs 
She wander ſhould in company of thoſe, 
T1ll ſhee had ſau'd ſo many Loues as ſhe did loſe. 
8 
Sonowſhe had been wine two whole yeares 
Throughoutthe world, in this module calc, 
Waſting her goodly hew in heauie teares, 
And her good dayes in dolorous diſgrace: 
Yet had ſhe not, in all theſe two yeeres ſpace, 
Saucd but two ; yetin two yeeres before, 
Through her deſpiteous pride,whil'ſt loue lackt place, 
She had deſtroiedtwoand twenty More. | 
Ayeme! how could her loue make halfe amends therfore. 


Andnow ſhe was vponthe —_ way, 
When as the gentle Squire, with faire Serene, 
Met her in ſuch mifſeeming foule array ; 
Thewhiles, that mighty man did herdemeane 
With all the euill tearmes and cruell meane 
That he could make; And eckethatangry foole, 
Which follow'd her, with curſed hands yncleane 
Whipping her horſe, did with his ſmarting toole 

Oft whip her dainty ſelfe, and much augment her doole, 

40 

Ne ought it mote ayaile her to entreat 
The one or tffother,bc<tter herto vie: 
For, both ſo wilfull were and obſtinate, 
That all herpittious plaint they did refuſe, 
Andrather did the more her beat and bruſe. 
But moſt, theformervillaine, which did lead 
Her tyreling jade, was bent herto abuſe ; 
Who though ſhe werewith wearinefle nigh dead, 

Yet would not lether lite, nor reſt alittle ſtead. 

I 

For, he was ſterne, and terrible by nature, - 
And ceke of perſon huge and hideous, 
Exceeding much the meaſure of mans ſtature, 
And rather like a Giant monſtruous. 
For ſooth he was deſcended of the houſe 

_ Oftholeold Giants, which did warres darraine 

Againſtthe heauen in order battailous, 
And fib to great Orgolio,which was laine 

By Arthur, when as Ynasknight he did maintaine. 


42 
His lookes were dreadfull, and his fiery eyes 
(Like two great Beacons) glared bright and wide, 
Glauncing askew, as if his enemies | 
eſcorned in his overweening pride ; 
And ſtalking ſtately, like a Crane, did ſtride 
Art euery ſtep ypon the tip-toes hie : 
And all the way he went, on euery fide 
He gaz'd about, and ſtared horribly, 
As if he with his lookes would all menterrifie, 


He woreno armour, nefor none did care, 

As no whit dreading any liuing wight; 

Butin a Iacketquilted richly rare, 

Vpon checklaton, he was ſtrangely dight, 

And on his head aroll of linnen plight, 

Like rothe Moores of Malaber he wore ; 

With which, his locks,as black as pitchy night, 

Were bound abour, and voyded from before, 
Andin his hand a mighty iron club he bore. 


44 
This was Diſdaine, who led that Ladies horſe 
Through thick &rthin, through mountaines & through 
Compelling her,where ſhe would notby force (Plaines, 
Haling her Palfrey by the hempen reines. 
But that ſame foole, which moſt increaſt her paines, 
Was Scorne, who hawng in his hand a whip, 
Her there-with yirks, and ſtill when ſhe complaines, 
The more he laughes, and does her cloſely quip, 
To ſee her ſore lament, and bite her tender lip. 
Whoſe 
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45 
Whoſe cruell handling when that Squire beheld, 
And ſaw thoſe villaines her ſo vilely ve, 
' His gentle hart with indignation {weld, 
And could no lenger beareſo preatabule, 
As ſuch a Lady fo to beate and brule; 
But,to him ſtepping,ſuch a ſtroke him lent, 
That forc't him th'halter from his hand to looſe, 
And mauger all his might, backe torelent : 
Elſe had he ſurely there beene line, or foully ſhent. 
6 


4 

The villaine,wroth for greeting him ſo ſore, 

Gathered himſelfe together ſoone againe; 

And with his iron batton which he bore, 

Let driue at him ſo dreadfully amaine, 

That for his ſafety he did him conſtraine 

To giue him ground, and ſhiftto euery ſide, 

Rather then once his burden to ſuſtaine : 

For, bootlefle thing him ſeemed to abide 
So mighty blowes, or proue the puillance of his pride. 


47 
Like as a Maſtiffe, hauing ar a bay 
A ſaluage Rull, whoſe cruell hornes doc threat 
Deſperate danger, if he them aſlay, 
Traceth his ground, and round about doth bear, 
To ſpy where he may ſome advantage get; 
The whules the beaſt doth rage and loudly rore : 
So did the Squire, the whiles the Carle did frer, 
And fumein his diſdainefull mind the more, 
And oftentimes by Turmagant and Mahound ſwore. 
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Nath'leſfle, fo ſharply ſtill "hg" purſew'd, 
That at advantage himatlaſt he tooke, | 
When his foot ſlip (that ſlip he dearelyrew'd) 
And with his iron club to ground him ſtrooke ; 
Where ſtill he lay, ne out of ſwoune awooke, 
Till heauy hand the Carleypon himlayd, 
And bqund him faſt: Tho, when he vp did looke, 
And ſaw himfelfe captiu'd, he was diſmaid, 

Ne powre had to withſtand, ne hope of any ayd. 


4 
Then vp he made him riſe, Got forward fare, 
Led ina rope, which both his hands did bind; 
Ne ought that foole for pitty did him ſpare; 
But with his whip him following behind, 
Him often ſcourg'd, and forc't his feet to find : 
And other-whiles, with bitter mocks and mowes 
He would him ſcorne, that to his gentle mind 
Was much more grieuous thenithe others blowes : 
Words ſharply wound, but greateſt griefe of icorning 
50 (growes. 
The faire Serena, when ſhe ſaw him fall 
Vander thatvillaines club, then ſurely thought 
That fliine he was, or made a wretched thrall, 
And fled away withall theſpeed ſhe mought, 
To leeke for ſafety,which long time ſhe fought : 
And - through many perils by the way, 
Ere ſhe againe to Calepine was brought; 
The which diſcourſe as now I mult delay, 
Till Mirabellaes fortunes I doe further fay. 
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Prince Arthur ouercomes Diſdaine, 
quites Mirabell from dreed : 
Serena,found of Saluages, 
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A E oentle Ladies, in whoſe ſoueraine powre 
Loue hath the glory of his kingdomelett, 
KY P And thiharts x egg youreternall dowre, 
SF© 1Iniron chaines, of liberty bereft, 

WA Deliucred hath into your handsby gift; 
Be well aware, how ye the ſame doe vie, 

That pride doe notto tyranny you lift; 
Leaſtif men you of crueltie accuſe, 


He from you take that chiefedome, which ye doe abuſe. 
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And as yeſoft and tender are by kind, 

Adorn'd with goodly gifts of beauties grace, 

So beyeloftand tenderekein mind ; 

But cruelty and hardnefle from you chace, 

That all your otherpraiſes will deface, 

Andfrom youturne the lone of men,to hate. 

Enſample take of Mirabellaes cale, 

Who from the high degree of happy ſtare, 
PFellinto wretched woes, which ſherepenred late. 
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Who after thraldome of "5 gentle Squire, 
V Vhich ſhe beheld with Jamentable eye, 
Was totiched with compaſſon entire, 
And much lamented his calamity, 
Thatfor her ſake fellinto miſery : | 
Which booted nought for prayers,nor for threat, 
To hope for to releaſe or mollitic ; 
For, aye the more that ſhe did them intreat, 
The morethey him miſus'd, and cruelly did beat. 


4 
So, as they forward on their way didpaſs, 
Him ftillreuiling and affliting ſore, 
They metPrince .Arthur with Sir Enias 
(That was thatcourteous Knight, whom he before 
Hauing ſubdew'd, yet did to life reſtore) 
To whom as they approch't, they gan augment 
Their cruelty, and him to puniſh more, 
Scourging and haling him morevehement; 
As if itthem ſhould grieueto ſee his puniſhment. 


5 

The Squire him ſelfe, when-as he ſaw his Lord, 
The watneſle of his wretchedneſle, in place, 
Was much aſham'd,that with an hempecn cord 
Helike a dog was led 1n captiue caſe; 
And id his head for baſhfulneſſe abaſe, 
Asloth to ſee, or to be ſeencar all : 
Shame would be hid. But when-as Enias 
Beheld two ſuch, of two ſuch villaines thrall, 

His manly mind was much emmoued there-withall; 

6 

And to the Prince thus ſaid; See you, Sir Knight, 
The greateſt ſhame tharcuer eye yet ſaw ? 
Yond Lady and her Squire with foule deſpight 
Abus'd, againſtall reafon and all law, 
Without regard of pitty or of awe. 

' Seehow they doe thatSquire beat and reuile ; 

Sce how they doetheLady hale and draw. 
Bur if yepleaſe to lend me leaue awhile, 

I will them foone acquite, and both of blame aſſoile. 


7 
ThePrince afſented: and then he ſtraight way 
Diſmounting light, his ſhield about him threw, 
With which approching, thus he gan to ſay ; 
Abideye caytiue treachetours vntrew, 
Thathauewith treaſon thralled ynto you 
Theſe two, vnworthy of your wretched bands ; 
And now your crime with cruelty purſew. 
Abide, andfrom them Jay your loathly hands; 
Or elle abide the death, that hard before you ſtands. 
8 


The villaine ſtaid not, anſwereto invent, 
But with his iron club preparing way, 
His mindes {ad meſſage backe vnto him ſent; 
The which deſcended with ſuch dreadfull ſway, 


That ſeemed nought the courſe thereof could ſtay : 


No more then lightning from thelofty sky. 

Neliſt theknightthe powrethereofafſay, _ 

Whole doome was death; butlightly flipping by, 
Yawares defrauded his intended deſtiny. 


And to rcquitehim with the like againe, 

Wirth his ſharpe ſword he fiercely at ham flew, 

And ſtrooke lo ſtrongly, thatthe Carle with paine 

Saued himſelfe, but that he there him flew : 

Yet ſav'd not fo, but that the bloud it drew, 

And gauc his foe good hope of victory. 

Who there-with fleſht, ypon him ſetanew, 

And with the ſecond ſtroke, thought certainely 
To haucſupplidethe firſt, and paid the viury. 

10 


But Fortune aunſwerd notynto his call; 
For, as his hand was heaued vp on hight, 
Thevillaine met him in the middle fall, 
And with his club betbacke his brondiron bright 
So forcibly, that with his owne hands might 
Rebexren backs vpon himſelfe againe, 
Hedriuen was to ground in ſelfe deſpight; 
From whence and, recouery could gaine, 
Hein his necke had ſerhis foote with fell dildaine. 


II 
With that, the foole, which did that end await, 
Camerunning in; and whilſt on ground he lay, 
Laid heauy hands on him, and held fo ſtrat, 
Thatdowne he kept him with his {cornefull ſway, 
So as he could notwield him any way. 
The whiles, that other villaine went about 
Him to haue bound, and thrald withoutdelay; 
Thewhiles, the foole did him reuile and flour, 
Threatning to yoke them two, & tame their courage ſtout. 
I2 
As when a ſturdy Plough-man with his hinde 
By ſtrength haueoverthrowne a ſtubborne ſteare, 
They downe him hold, and faſt with cords do binde 
Till they him force the buxome yoke to beare: 
So did theſe two this Knight ofttug and teare. 
Which when the Prince beheld, there ſtanding by, 
He left his lofty ſteed to aide him neare; 
And buckling ſoone himſelfe, gan fiercely fly 
Vpon that Carle, to ſauce hisfriend from icopardie. 
TS: - 
Thevillaine, leauing him — his mate 
To becaptiu'd, and handled as he liſt, 
ate addreſt vnto thisnew debate, 
 Andmith his club him allaboutr ſo bliſt, 
That he which way to turne him ſcarcely wiſt : 
Some-times alofthe layd, ſome-times alowe; 
Now here, now there, and oft him neerehe miſt ; 
So doubtfully, that hardly cne could knowe 
Whether more wary wereto giue or ward the blowe. 
I 
But yetthe Prince fo well —_ was 
With ſuch huge ſtrokes, approued oft in fighr, 
That way to them he gaue forth-right to paſs ; 
Ne would endure the danger of their might, 
But wait advantage, when they downe WT light. 
Arlaſt, the caytiueafter long diſcourſe, 
When all his ſtrokes he ſaw avoided quite, 
Reſoly'd in onet'afſemble all his force, 
And make one cnd of him without ruthe or remorſe. 
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His dreadfull hand he heaued yp aloft; 
And with his dreadfull inſtrument of ire, 
Thought ſure haue powned him to powder ſoft, 
Or decpe emboweld in the earth entire : 
But Fortune did not with his will conſpire. 
For, ere his ſtroke attained his intent, 
The noble child preuenting his deſire, 
Vnder his club with wary boldneſle went, 
And {mote him on the knee, that neuer yet was bent. 
16 
It neuer yet was bent, ne bent it now, 
Albethe ſtroke fo ſtrong and puillant were, 
Thatſcem'd a marble pillourit could bow : 
But all that leg which did his body beare, 
It crackt through-out, yet did no bloud appeare; 
So as it was ynable to ſupport 
So huge a burden on ſuch broken geare, 
But fe}] ro ground, like to a lumpe of durt; 
Whence he affaid to riſe, but could not for his hurt. 


I7 
Eftſoones the Prince to him full nimbly ftept; 
And,leaſt heſhould recouer foot againe, _ 
His head meantfrom his ſhoulders to haue ſwept. 
VVhich when the Lady ſaw,ſhecride amaine 3 
Stay, ſtay, Sir Knight, for loue of God abſtaine, 
From that ynwares yce weetleſle doe intend ; 
Slay not that Carle, though worthy to be ſlaine : 
For, more onhim doth then himſelfe depend ; 
My life will by his death haueJamentable end. 
18 
He ſtaid his hand according her defire, 
Yetnathemore him ſufffed to ariſe; 
But ſtyl fuppreſliog, gan of her inquire, 
What meaning mote thoſe vncouth words comprize, 
That in thatvillaines health her ſafety lies : 
Thar, wereno mightin man, nor hartin Knights, 
Which durſt her dreaded reskew enterprize, 
Yet heauens themſelues, thatfauour feeble rights, 


Would for itſelfe redreſlc, and puniſh ſuch deſpights. 


I 

Then, burſting forth in We which guſhed faſt 

Like many water ſtreames, awhile ſhe ſtaid ; 

Tiil the ſharp paſſion beeing over-paſt, 

Hertongue to herreſtor'd, then thus ſhe ſaid; 

Nor heauens, nor men, can me moſt wretched maid 

Deliuer from the doome of my deſart; _ 

The which the God of Loue hath on melaid, 

And damned to endure this direfull ſmart, 
For penaunce of my proud and hard rebellious harr. 

20 

In prime of youthly yeares, when firſt the lowre 

Of beauty gan to bud, and blooſme delight, 

And Nature me endu*d with plentious dowre 

Of all her gifts thar pleas'd cach liuing ſigh, 

I was belou'd of many a gentle Knight, 

And ſudeand ſought with all the ſeruice dew : 

Fuli many aonefor me deepe groand and figh't, 

And tothe doore of death for ſorrow drew, 
Complaining out on me, that would not onthem rew. 


21 
But let them louetharliſt, or liue or die; 
Me liſt not die for any Louers doo!e : 
Neliſt me leaue my loued libertie, 
Topitty him that liſt to play the foole: 
To louemy lelfe Tearned had in ſchoole, 
Thus I triumphed long in Louers pane, 
And iitting careleſſe on the {corners ſtoole, 
Did laugharthole thar did lamentandplaine ; 
But all is now repaid with intereſt againe. 
22 
For, Ioe, the winged God, thatwoundeth harts, 
Caus'd me be called to account therefore ; 
And forreuengement of thoſe wrongtull ſmarts, 
VVhichlT to others did inflict afore, 
Addeem'd meto endure this penaunceſore; 
Thatin this wile, and this vamcet array, 
With theſe two lewd companions, and no more, 
Diſdaine and Scorne, Ithrough the world ſhould ſtray, 
Till T hauc ſau'd fo many as Iearſt did lay. 


2 
Certes, ſaid then the Prince, Ne Godisiuſt, 
That taketh vengeance of his peoples {poile : 
For, were no law in loue, but all that luſt 
Might them opprefle, and painefully turmoile, 
His kingdome would continue butawhile. 
But tell me Lady, wherefore doe you beare 
This bottle thus before you with ſuch role; 
Andeke this wallet at your backe areare,: * 
Thatfor theſe Carles to carry much morecomely were? 


24 
Heere, intiis bottle, ſaid the fory Maid, 
I put the teares of my contrition, 
- Till to the brim I haucit full defraid : 
And in this bag which I behind medon, 
I put repentance for things paſt and gon. 
Yetis the bottleleake, and bag ſo torne, 
That all which I put in, fals out anon ; 
And is behind me trodden downe of Scorne, 


Who mocketh all my paine, & laughs the more I mourne: 


- 


The Infant harkned wiſely to her tale, 
And wondred much at Cupids iudgement wiſe, 
That could ſo meekly makeproud harts auale, 
And wreake himſelfe on them thathim deſpiſe. 
Thenluffred he Diſdaine yp to arile, 
Who was not able vp himſclfe to reere, 
By meanes his leg,through his late luckleſſe prilc, 
 Wascracktintwaine, but by his foolith feere 
Was holpen vp, who him ſupported ſtanding neere. 


But, beeing vp, hee lookt againealoft, 
As 1{ he neuer had received fall; 
An: with ſterne eye-browes ſtared at him oft, 
As if hee would haue daunted him with-all : 
And, ſtanding on his ip-toes to ſeeme tall, 
Downe on his golden feet he often gazed, 
As if ſuch pride the other could apall; 
Who was lo far from beeing ough: amazed, 


Thathe his lookes deſpiſed, and us boaſt dilpraiſed. 


Then 
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Then, turning backe vnto that captiuethrall, And cuermore, ſhe blamed Calepine, 
Who all this while ſtood there beſide them bound, The good Sir Calepine, her owne true Knight, 
Vawillingto be knowne, orſeeneat all, As th'onely author of her wofull ine : 
Hee from thoſe bands weend him to haue vynwound. For beeing of his loueto her ſo light, 
But when approching neare, he plainely found, As hertoleaue inſuchapitrious plight. 
It was his ownetrue groome, the gentle Squire, Yet neuer Turtletruer to his Make, 
He thereat wext exccedivglyaſtound, . Thenhewastrideynto his Lady bright: 
And him did oft embrace, and oft admire Who all this while endured,for her ſake, 
Ne could,with ſeeing, ſatisfic his great defire. Greatperill of his life, and reſtleſle paines did take. 
28 4 
Meane-while, the Saluage man, when he beheld Tho, when as all her vlaints ſhe had diſplaid, 
That huge great foole oppreſfling th'other Knight, And well disburdened herengrieued breſt, 
Whom with his weightynwieldy dowae he held, Vpon the grafle her ſelfe adowne ſhelayd ; 
He flew vpon him, like a greedy Kight Where beeing tyrde with trauell, and oppreſt 
Vnto ſome carrion offered to his ſight: With ſorrow, ſhe betooke her ſelfe to reſt. 
And downe him plucking, with his nailes and teeth There, whil'ſtin Morphews boſome ſafe ſhe lay, 
Gan him to hale and teare, and ſcratch, and bite ; Fearelefle of ought that mote herpeace moleſt, 
And from him taking his owne whip, there-with Falſe Fortune did her ſafety betray, 
So ſore him ſcourgeth, that the bloud downe followeth. Yato a ſtrange miſchaunce,that menac't her decay. 
2 5 ; 
And ſure, I weene, had not ke Ladies cry In theſe wilde deſerts, TR. ſhe now abode, 
Procur'd the Prince his cruel] hand to ſtay, There dweltaſaluage Nation, which did live 
He would with whipping, him haue done to die: Of ſtealth and ſpoile, and making nightly rode 
But beeing checkt, he did abſtaine ſtraight way, Into theirneighbours borders ; ne did giue 
Andlethimrife. Then thus the Prince ganſayy Themlſclues to any trade (as for to drine 
Now Lady, fith yourfortunes thus diſpoſe, The painefull plough, or cattell] for to breed, 
Thatif ye liſt haueliberty, ye may, Or by adventrous marchandizeto thriue) 
Vatoyour ſelfe I freely leaue to choſe, But on thelabours of poore men to feed, 
Whether I ſhall you leaue, or from theſe villaines loſe. And ſerue their owne neceſſities with others need. 
O 26 ; 
Ah! nay, Sir Knight, ſaid Ms may not be, There-to they vs'd one __ accurſed order, 
But that I needs muſt by all meanes fulfill To eate the fleſh of men,whom they mote find, 
This penaunce, which enioyaedis to me, And ſtrangers to deuour, which on their border 
Leaſt vato me betide a greater ill ; Were brought by errour, or by wreckfull wind ; 
Yetno lefle thanks to you for your good will. A monſtrous cruelty gainſt courſe of kind. 
So humbly taking leaue, ſheturn'd aſide ; They towards eucning wandring eucry way, 
But Arthur, with the reſt, went onward ſtill To ſecke for booty, came (by Fortune blind) 
On his firſt queſt : in which did him betide Where-as this Lady, like a ſheepe aſtray, 
A great adventure, which did him from them diuide. Now drowned in the depth offleepe all feareleſle lay. 
I | 7 
But firſt, itfalleth me by 8 Let to tell Soone as they ſpide her, Land what gladfull glee 
Offaire Serena: who asearſt you heard, * They made amongſt them ſelues ! but x 68 her face 
When firſt the gentle Squire at variance fell Like the faire Inory ſhining they did ſee, 
With thoſe two Corles, fled faſt away, afcard Each gan his fellow ſolace and embrace, | 
Ofvillany to be to her inferd: For ioy of ſuch good hap by heauenly grace. 
So freſh the image of her former dread, Then gan they to deuiſe what conrſeto take : 
Yet ——_ in her eye, to her appeard, Whether to ſlay her there ypon the place, 
That cuery foot did tremble, which did tread, Or ſuffer her out of her ſleepe to nal 
And cucry body two, and two ſhe foure did read. And then hereate attonce; or many meales to make. 
2 8 | 
Through hils & dales, thicugh buſhes, &through breres The beſt advizement was otbad, tolether 
Long thus ſhe fled, till that at laſt ſhe thought Sleepe out herfill, without encomberment : 
Her ſelfe now paſt the perill of her feares. For, ſleepe (they ſaid) would make her battill better. 
Then looking round abour, and ſeeing nought, Then, when ſhe wak't, they all gaue one conſent, 
Which doubt of danger to her offer mought, That fith by grace of God ſhe | un was ſent, 
Shefrom her palfrey lighted on the Plaine; Vnto their God they would her facrifize; 
And fitting downe, herſelfe awhile bethought Whoſe ſhare, her guiltleſſe bloud they would preſent: 
Ofher long trauell and turmoiling paine ; But, of her daintie fleſh they did deuize 
And often did of loue, and oft of lucke complaine. To makea common feaſt, & feed with gurmandize. 
So 
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So, round about her they = ſelues did place 
Vpoa the grafle, and diuerſly diſpoſe, 
As cach thought beſt to ſpend theliogring ſpace. 
Some with their eyes the daintieſt mortels chole; 
Some praiſc her paps, ſome praiſe her lips and noſe; 
Some whet their kniues, _ ſtrip their elbowes bare: 
The Prieſt himſelfe a garland doth compoſe 
Of fineſt lowres, and with full buſie care 
His bloudy veflels waſh, and holy fire prepare. 


O 

TheDamzell wakes : SR attonce vp-ſtart, 
Andround abour her flocke, like many flies, 
Whooping, and hollowiog on euery part, 
As if they would hauerent the braſen skies. 
Which when ſhe ſees with ghaſtly griettulleyes, 
Her heart does quake; and deadly pallid hew 
Benumbes her TIS : Then our aloud ſhe cries, 
Where none is nigh to heare, that will herrew, 
And rends her golden locks, and ſnowy breits embrew. 

41 
But all bootes not : they hands vpon her lay; 
And firſt they ſpoile her of her jewels deare, 
And afterwards of all her rich array ; 
The which amongſtthem they in peeces teare, 
And of the prey each onea part doth beare. 
Now being naked to their fordid eyes 
The goodly threaſures of Nature appeare: 
Whid, as they view with Juſttull fantaties, 
Each wiſheth to himſelfe, and to the reſt cnuies, 


42 
Her yuory neck<, her alablaſter breaſt, 
Her paps, which like white ſilken pillowes were, 
For Loue in ſoft delight thereon to reſt; 
Her tender fides herbelly white and cleare, 
Which like an Altar did it felte vp-reare, 
To offer ſacrifice divinethcreon; 
Her goodly thighes, wholeglory did appeare 
Like a triumphall Arch, and thereupon 
The ſpoiles of Princes hangd, which were in battell won : 


4 
Thoſe dainty parts, the Ps ZE of delight, 

Which mote not beprofan'd of common eyes, 
Thoſevilleinsview'd with looſe laſciuious ſight, 

And cloſely tempted with their crafty ſpies; 

And ſome of them gan mongſt themſclues deuiſe, 
Thereof by forceto take their beaſtly pleaſure. 

But them the Prieſt rebuking did aduiſe 

To dare not to pollute ſo ſacred threaſure, 

Vow'dto the gods : religion held cuen theeues in meaſure, 


44 
So being ſtayd, they herfrom thence directed 
Vnto a little groue not farre aſide, 
In which an altar ſhortly they erced, 
Toſlay her on. And now the Euentide 
His broad black wings had through the heauens wide 
' By this diflpred, that was the time ordained 
For ſuch a diſmall deed, their gwlt to hide; 
Of few green turfes an altar ſoone they fayned, 
And deckt ital with flowrs,which they nigh hand obtained. 


Tho, when-as all things _- were aright, 
The Damzell was before the altar ſet, 
Being already dead with fearefull fri hr. 
To whom the Prieſt with naked armes fullner 
Approaching nigh, and murdrous knife well whet, 
Gan murtter cloſe a certaine ſecret charme, 
With other diucliſh ceremonies met : 
Which doen, he ganaloftr'aduaunce his arme, 
Whereat they ſhouted all, and made aloud alarme. 


4 
Then gan the bag-pipes andthe hornesto ſhrill, 
And fhrieke aloud, thatwith the peoples voice 
Confuſed, didtheayre with terror fill, 
And made the woodto tremble atthe noyce: 
The whiles ſhe wayld, the more they d1d reioice. 
Now mote yevnderſtand thatto this groue 
Sir Calepine by chance, more then by choice, 
Thelelfe ſame eucning fortune hither droue, 
As heto ſeck Serena through the woods did roue. 


47 

Long had heſought her, and through many aſoyle 

Had traueld ſtill on foot in heauy armes, 

Ne ought was tyred with his endlefle toyle, 

Ne ought was fcared of his certaine harmes: 

And now all weetlefle of the wretched tonnes, 

In which his Loue was loſt, he fleptfull faſt, 

Till being waked with theſe loud alarmes, 

He lightly ſtarted vp like one aghaſt, | 
And catching vp his arms ſtreight to the noiſe forth paſt, 

3 


4 

There by th'vncertaine glimle of ſtarry night, 

And by the twinkling of theirſacred fire, 

He mote perceiue a little dawning fight 

Of all, which there was doing io tharquire: 

Mongſt whom, a woman ſpoyld of all attire 

He fpide lamenting her vnlucky ſtrife, 

And groning lore from griecued heartentire ; 

Eftſoones he ſawe one with a naked knife 
Ready to launce her breaſt, and ler outloued life. 


4 

With that he thruſts into chethickeſ throng, 

And cuen as his right hand adowne deſcends, 

He him preuentiog, layes on earth along, 

And ſacrificeth to th'infernall feends. 

Then to thereſt his wrathfull hand he bends 

Of whom he makes ſuch hauocke and ſuch hew, 

That ſwarmes of damned ſoules to hell he ſends : 

The reſt, that ſcape his ſword and death eſchew, 
Fly like a flocke of doues before a Faulcons view. 


50 
From themreturning to that Ladie backe, 
Whom by the Altar he doth fitting finde, 
Yctfearing death, and next to death the lacke 
Of clothes to couer what ſhee oughtby kinde, 
He firſt her hands beginneth to vnbinde ; 
And then to queſtion of her preſent woe. 
And afterwards to cheare with ſpeeches kind, 
But ſhe, fornought that he could ſay or doe, 
One word durſtſpeake, or an[werehim awhy thereto. 
Gg So 
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Cant. 1 X 


————— 


—_ TTY CRE 


I 
So inward ſhame of her vncomely caſe 
She did concciue, through care of womanhood, 
That thoughthe night ad couer her diſgrace, 
Yetſhe in {o vnwomaniy a mood, 


We Mw 


> 
® 


— 


Ow turne againe my temethou iolly ſwain, 
Backe to the furrow which I lately left; 
{ I lately left afurrow, one or twaine (cleft : 
SCIMIIVg Voplough'd,the which my coulter hath not 
RNPG Yerſcem'd thefoile both fair & fruitful ctr, 
9g V AsTitpaſt; that were too great aſhame, 
That fo rich fruitſhould be from vs berctt ; 
Beſides the great dichonour and defame, 
Which ſhould befall to Calidoresimmorrtall name, 


Great trauell hath the gentle Calidore 
And toyle endured, fith T lefthim laſt 
Sewing the Blatant Beaſt; which I forbore 
To finiſh then, for other preſent haſte. 
Full many paths,and perils he hath paſt, (Plains, 
Through hils,through dales, thrugh forreſts & through 
In thatſame queſt, wiach Fortune on him caſt; - 
Which he achieved to his owne great gaines, 

Reaping eternall glory of his reſtleſſe paines. 


- So ſharply hethe monſter did purſew, 


That day nor nighthe ſuftred himto reſt: 
Ne reſted he himſelfe{but Natures dew) 
For dread of danger, notto beredreſt, 
If he for flouth forſlackt ſo farnous queſt. 
Him firſt rom court he to the cities courſed, 
And from the Cities tothe townes him preſt, 
And fromthe townes into the country forced, 
And from the country back to priuate farms he ſcorſed, 


4 
From thence into the open fields he fled, 
Whereas the Heardes were keeping of their neat, 
And ſhepheards finging to their flockes,that fed, 
Layes of ſweet loue and youthes delightful! heat : 
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Would not bewray the ſtate in which ſhee ſtood. 

So, all thar night to him vnknowen ſhe paſt. 

But day that doth difcouer bad and good, 

Enlewjng, made her knowen to him at laſt : 
The end whereof Ile keep vntill another caſt. 


k 


Canto I X, 


Calidore hoſtes with Mel.bee, 
and lones faire Paſlorell ; 
ridoa enues him, yet he 
for ill reward's him well, 
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Him thither cke (for all his fearefull threat ) 
He followed faſt, and chaced him ſo nie, 
1 hat to the folds, where ſheep at night doe ſeat, 
And to the little cotes, where ſhepheards lie 
In winters wrathfull time,he forced him to flic. 


5 
There on a day as he purſew'd the chace, 
He chaunc't toſpy aſort of ſhepheard groomes , 
Playing on pipes, and caroling apace, 
The whiles their beaſts there in the budded broomes 
Beſide themfed, and nipt the tender bloomes : 
For other worldly wealth they cared nought. 
To whom Sir Calidore yet ſweating comes, 
And them to tell him courteouſly beſought, 


If ſuch a beaſt they ſaw, which he had thither broughe. 
6 


They anſwer'd him, that no ſuch beaſt they ſawe, 
Nor any wicked feend, that mote offend 
Their happie flockes , nor danger to them drawe: 
But if thatſuch there were (as nonethey kend) 
They prayd high God him farre from them to ſend. 
Then one of them him ſecine foto feat, 
After hisruſticke wiſe(that well he weend) 
Offred him drinke, to quench his thirſty heat, 
Andif hehunory were, ham offrcd eketo eat, 


The knight was nothing nice, where was no need, 
And took their gentle offer : ſo adowne 
They prayd him fit, and gaue him for to feed 
Such homely whar, as ſerues the ſimpleclowne, 
T hat doth deſpiſe the dainties of the towne. 
Tho, hauing fed his fill, he there beſide 
Saw a faire damzell, which d:d weare a crowne 
Of ſundry flowres, with filkenribbandstyde, 
Yclad in home-madegreenthat her owne hands had dyde. 
Vpon 
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8 
Vpon alittle hillocke ſhe was placed 
Higher then all the reſt, and round about 
Enuiron'd with a giriond, goodly graced, 
Of louely lafles: and then all without 
The luſty ſhepheard {waines fate in a rout, 
The which did pipe and {ing her prayſes dew, 
And oft 1cioice, and oft for wonder ſhout, 
As if ſome miracle of heauenly hew 
Wcre downe to them deſcended 1n that earthly view. 


9 
And foothly ſure ſhe was full faire of face, 
Ani pertectly well thap't in every lim 3 
Which ſhe did more augment with modeſt grace, 
Ani comely cat r12ge of her count'nance trim, 
Thitalithercſtliceleſſerlamps did dim : 
Who,her admiring as ſoine heauenly wight, 
Did for their toueraine goddefic her eſteeme, 
And carol;ng her name both day & night, 
Thetaircſt Paſtorelia her by name did hight. 
10 
Ne was there Heard, ne was there ſhepheards {waine 
But her did honour, and exe many a one 
Burnt in herloue, and with ſweet pleaſing paine 
Full many a night for ker d14 figh and grone : 
But moitof allthe thepheard Coridon 
For hcr did languiſh, and his deare life ſpend; 
Yetneither ſhe for him, nor other none 
Did care a whit, neany liking lend : 
Though meanc her lot, yethigher did her mind alcend. 
II 
Her whiles Sir Caltdore there viewed well, 
And mark: herrare'demeanure, which him ſcemed 
So farre the meane of ſhepheards to exceil, 
As thathe in his mind her worthy deemed, 
To bea Princes Paragone clicemed 3 
He was vnwares {urpriz'd in ſubtil] bands 
Ot the blind Boy, ne thence could be redeemed 
By any sKill out of his cruell hands, 
Caughr like the bird, which gazing {ill on others ſtands. 
"22 
So ſtocd he ſtill loag gazing thereupon, 
Ne any will had thence to moue away, 
Although his queſt werefarre afore him gone; 
But after he had fed, yet did he ſtay, 
And fatethere ſtill, vatllthe flying day 
Was farre-forth {pent, diſcourſing diucrfly 
Of ſundry things, as fell, to worke delay 
And euermore hisſpeech he did apply 
To th'/heards, but meant them to the damzelsfantaſie. 
3 
By this,the moyſticnight approching faſt, 
Her deawy humour gan onth'earth to ſhed, 
That warn'd the hcpheards to their homes to haſte 
Their tender flockes, now being fully fed, 
For feare of wetting them beforetheir bed. 
Then came to them a good olde aged Syre, 
Whoſe ſiluer lockes bedeckt his beard and head, 
With ſhephcards hook in hand, and fitattire, 
That will dthe Damzell riſe ; the day did now expire, 


I4 
He was to weet by common voice eſteemed 
Thefather of the faireſt Paſtorell, 
And of herlſelfein very deed lo deemed ; 
Yet was not {o, but as old {tories tell 
Found her by fortune, which to him befell, 
In th'open fields an Infant left alone, 
Andrtaking vp broughthome, and nourſed we!! 
As his owne childe; for other he had none, 
That ſhein tract of time accompted was his owne. 


I 
She at his bidding meekly by, ariſe, 
And ftreightynto her little Rocke did fare : 
Then all the reſt about her roſe likewile, 
And each his ſundry ſhcep with ſcuerall care 
Gathercd together, and them home-ward bare : 
Whilſt every one with helpinghands did ſtriue 
Amongſt themlciues, and d1d their Jabours ſhare, 
To heipe faire Paſiorella, home to driue 
Herfleecy flocke; but Coridon moſt helpe did giue. 


I 

But Melibee (fo hightthat good old man) 

Now [ceing Calidoreleft all alone, 

And night arrmed hard at hand, began 

Him to iauite vato his fimple home 

Which though it werea cottageclad with lome, 

And allthings therein meanc; yet better ſo 

To lodge, thenin theſaluage fields torome. 

The Kmght full gladly ſoone agreed thereto, 
Being his hearts owne wiſh, and home with him did goes 

17 | 

There he was welcom'd of thathoneſt Syre, 

And of his aged Bceldame homely well; 

Who him beloughthimſelfe to dilattyre, 

Andreſt himlelfe, ti}] ſupper time betcll; 

By which, home came the fayreſt Paſtorell, 

After her flock ſhe in theirfold had tyde: 

And, ſupper ready dight, they to it fell 

With {mall adoe, and nature ſarisfhde, 
The which doth little craue, contented to abide. 

18 

Tho, when they had their hunger {liked well, 

And the fayre mayd the table ta'ne away) 

The gentle knight, as he that did excell 

In courtcfie, and well could doe and ſay, 

Forfo great kindnefſeas he found that day, 

Gan oreatly thank his hoſt and his good wife ; 

And drawing thence his ſpeech another way, 

Gan highly to commend the happy lite, 
Which Shepheards lead, without debateor bitter ſtrife, 


I 

How much, ſayd he, more —_ 15 the ſtate, 

In which yefather here do dwell ateaſle, 

Leading a lifeſo free and fortunate, 

From all the tempeſts of theſe worldly ſeas, 

Which tofſethe reſt in dangerous diſcaſe ? 

Where warres, and wreckes, and wicked enmitie 

Doethem aiflit, which no man can appeaſe; 

That certes I your happineſle enuie, 
And wiſh my lot were plac't in ſuch felicitie, 

Gg 2 Surely 
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20 
Surely my ſonne (then anſwer'd he againe) 
If happie, then it is inthis intent, 
Thar hauing ſmall, yet do I not complaine 
Of want, newiſh for moreitto augment, 
But do my felfe, with that I haue, content 3 
So taught of Nature, which doth little need 
Of forreine helpes to lifes due nouriſhment. 
Thefields my food, my flock my rayment breed 3 
No better doc I weare, no better doe I feed. 
21 
Therefore I doenot any one cnuy, 
Nor am enuide of any one therefore; 
They that haue much, feare much to loſe thereby, 
And ſtore of cares doth follow riches ſtore, 
Thelittle that I haue growes daily more 
Without my care, but onely to atrend ir. 
My lambs do euery yeare increaſe their {core, 
And my flockes father dayly doth amend it. 
What hauc I, but to praiſe th'Almighty,that doth fend 1t? 
22 
Tothem,tharliſt, the worlds gay ſhowes I leaue, 
And to great ones luch follics do forgiue, 
Which oftthrough pride do their owne perill weaue, 
And through ambition downe themlelues do driue 
To ſad decay, thatmight contented liue. 
Me nofſuch cares nor combrous thoughts oftend, 
Ne once my mindsvnmoued quiet grieue ; 
Butall the night in filuer ſleep I ſpend, 
And all theday,to what L liſt, I doe attend. 
2 
Sometimes I hunt the For, = vowed foe 
Vnto my Lambes, and him dislodge away; 
Somrime the fawne Ipractice,from the Doe, 
Or from the Goat her kidde how to conuay; 
Another while I baites and nets diſplay, 
The birds to catch or fiſhes to bequile : 
And when I weary am, Idowne do lay 
My limbes in euery ſhade, toreft fromrtoyle, 
And drinke of cuery brooke, when thirſt my throte doth 


24 (boile, 


The time was once, in my firſt prime of yeeres, 
When pride of youth forth pricked ny defire, 
That I diſdain'd amonglt mine equall peeres 
To follow ſheepe and ſhepheards bale attire ; 
For further fortune then 1 would inquire. 
Andleauing home, to royall court I ſought; 
WherelI did {ell my ſelfefor yearly bire, 

And in the Princes garden dayly wrought: 

ThereI beheld \uchvainenefle, as I neuer thought. 


25 

With fight whereof ſoonecloyd,and long deluded 

With idle hopes, which them do enterraine, 

After I had ten yeares my ſelfe excluded 

From natiue home, and ſpent my youth in yaine, 

Igan myfollics to my ſelfe to plaine , 

And this ſweet peace, whoſe lacke did then appeare. 

Tho, backe returning to my ſheep agaire, 

I fram thenceforth hauclearn'd to loue more deare 
This lowely quietlife, which Iipherite here. 


bt. Ad. — 


26 
Whilſt thus hetalkt, the Knight with greedy care 
Hong ſtill ypon his melting mouth attent; 
Whoſe ſenſefull words empierc't his heart ſo neare, 
That hewas wrapt with doublerauiſhment, 
Both of his ſpeech thatwroughthim great content, 
And alſo of the obic of his view, 
On which his hungry eye was alwaies bent; 
That twixthis pleating tongue, and her faire hew, 
He loſt himſelfe,andlike one halfe entranced grew. 


- 
- 


Yetto occafion meanes, to worke his minde, 
And to infinuate his hearts deſire, 
He thus replide ; Now ſurely {yre I finde, 
Tharall this worlds gay ſhowes, which we admire, 
Be butvaine ſhadowes to this ſafe retire 
Of life , which here in lowlineſle ycelead, 
Fearelefle of foes, or Fortunes wrackfull yre, 
Which toffeth ſtares, and vnder foot dothtread 
The mighty ones, affrayd of cuecry changes dread. 
28 
That enen I which dayly doc behold 
The glory of the great, mongſt whom Iwon z 
And now haue prov 'd, what happinefle yehold 
In this {mall plot of your dominion, 
Now loath greatLordſhip and ambition; 
And wiſh th'heavens ſo much had graced me, 
As grant meliue in like condition; 
Or that my fortunes might tranſpoſed be 
From pitch of higher place, vnto this lowe degree, 


29 
Invaine, {aid then old Melibee,doemen 
Theheauens of their fortunes fault accuſe ; 
Sith they know beſt, whart is the beſt for them : 
For, they to each tuch fortune doe diffuſe, 
As they do knoweeach can moſt aptly vſe. 
For, not that, which men couct moſt, is beſt, 
Nor tiatthing worſt, which men do moſtrefule; 
But fatteſt 1«, that all contenred reſt 
With that they hold : cach hath his fortune in his brefh 
_ 


3 
Iris the mind, that maketh good or ill, 


That maketh wretch or happy, rich or poore : 
For ſome, that hath abundance at his will, 
Hath not enough, bur wants in greateſt ſtore ; 
And other, thathath litcle, askes no more, 
But in that little 18 both rich and wiſe. 
For, wildome1s moſt riches ; fooles therefore 
They are, which fortunes do by vowes deuize, 
Sith each vnto himlſelfe his life may fortunize, 
I 
Since then in each mans we, ſayd Calidore, 
It is, to faſhion his owne lifes eſtate, 
Giuec leauc awhile, good father, in this ſhore 
To reſt my barke, which hath been beaten late 
With ſtormcs of fortune and tempeſtuousfate, 
In ſeas of troubles and of royleſome paine; 
That whether quite from them for to retrate 
I thall reſolue, or backe to turne againe, 
I may here with your ſ{elfe ſome ſmall repoſe obtaine, _ 
of 


Cant. X. 


\ AGED 


THE FAERY QVEENE. 


339 


—_— 


32 
Not that the burden of fo bold a gueſt 
Shall chargefull be, or change to you at all; 
For,your meane food ſhall be my dayly fealt, 
And this your cabin both my bowre and hall, 
Beſides , for recompence hereof, I ſhall 
You well reward, and golden guerdon gine, 
That may perhaps you better much withall, 
And 1n this quiet makeyou fater lue. 
So, forth he drew much golde, and toward himit driuc. 


But the good man, OBS. NE wath the offer 
Ot his rich mould, did thruſt itfarre away, 
And thus beſpake; Sir knight, your bountious profter 
Be farre fro me, to whom ye ill difplay 
That mucky malle, the cauſe of mens decay, 
That mote empayre my peace with dangers dread. 
But if ye algates couct to aſſay 
This firmpleſort of life, that Shepheards lead, 
Be it your owne:: ourrudeneſle to yourtelte arcad. , 


4 

So therethatnight Sir Cidore did dwell, 

And long while after, whilſt him liſt remaine, 

Dayly beholding the faire Paſtorell, 

And feeding on the bayt of his owne bane. 

During which time, he did her entertaine 

Wirh all kinde courteſies, he could inuent 

And euery day, her companie to gaine, 

When to the field ſhe went, he with her went : 
Sofor to quench his fire, he did it more augment. 


Z5 
But ſhe that neuer had acquainted beene 
 Withſuch queint vſage, fit for Queenes and Kings, 

Ne euer had ſuch knightly ſcruice ſcene 
(But being bred ynder baſe Shepheards wings, 
Had everlJearn'd toloue the lowely things) 
Did littie whitregard his courteous guize 3 
Bur cared more tor Colins carolings 
Then all thathe could doe, orecv'r deuize : 

His layes, his loues, his lookes ſhe did them all deſpize. 

6 

Which Calidorepercei alng, tbonghrit beſt 
To change the manner of his lofty looke; 
And dofhng his brightarmes, himſelfe addreſt 
In Shepheards weed, and in his hand hetook, 
In ſtead of ſteele-head ſpeare, a Shepheards hook; 
That who had ſeenehimthen, would haue bethought 
On Phrygian Pars by Plexippzs brook, 
When he the loue of faire Benone ſought, 

What time the golden apple was vnto him brought, 


7 
So being clad vnto the felds he went 
With the fajre Paſtorelia cuery day, 
And kept her ſheep with diligentattent, 
Watching to driue the raucnous Wolfe away, 
The whyl'ſt atpleaſureſhe mote ſport and play; 
And euery eucning helping them io told : 
And otherwhiles for need, he d1d allay 
In his ſtrong hand their rugged teats to hold, 
And our of them to prelle rhe milk ;loue ſo much could, 


8 
Which ſeeing Coridon, who - likewiſe 
Long time hadlov'd, and hop't her lonteto gaine, 
He much was troubled at that ſtrangers gaize, 
And many iealous thoughts conceiy'd 11 yaine, 
That this of all his labour and long paine 
Should reap the harueſt, ere it ripened were 3 
That made him ſcoule, and pour, and oft complaine 
Of Paſtoreilto all the ſhepheards there, 
Thar ſhe did loue a ſtranger {wayne them him more dere. 


And euerwhen he camein ... CO 
Where Calidore was pelent, he would loure, 
And byre his lip, and cuen for jealoufic 
Was ready oft his owne heart to denouwre, 
Impatient of any Paramoure : 
Who on the other {idedid ſeem fo farre 
From malicing, or grudging his good houre, 
That all he could, he graced him with her, 
Ne ecuer thewed figne of rancour or of 1arre. 


Oo 

Ani oft, when Coridon = her broughr 
Orlittle ſparrowes, ſtolen from their neſt, 

Or wanton ſquirrels, in the woods firreſought, 
Or other dainty thing for her addrelt; 
He would commend his gitt, and muxe the beſt 3 
Yer ſheno whit his preſents didregard, 
Ne him could finde to fancy in her breaſt: 

This new come ſhepheard had his market mard. 

Old loue is little worth, when new is more prefard. 

21 - 

One day when as the ſhepheard {aynes together 
Were met, to make their {ports and merry glee, 
As they are wont in faireſun-ſhiny weather, 
The whales their flockes in ſhidowes ſhrouded he, 
They fell to dance : then did they all agree, 

T hat Colin Clout thouid pipe, as one molt fit; 

And Calidore ſhould lead the ring, as he 

That moſtin Paſtorellzes grace did fir. 
Thereatfrown'd Coridon, and his lip cloſely bit. 


= 
= 


But Calidyre, of courteous inclination, 
Took Coridon, and fer him in is place, 
That he ſhould lead rhe dance, as was his faſhion; 
For,Coridon could dance, and trimly trace. 
And when as Paſtorella, him to grace, 
Her flowry garlond took from her owne head, 
And plac'ton his, he didit foone diſplace, 
And did itput on Coridons in ſtead: 
Then Coridon woxefrollicke; that earſt ſeemed dead. 


4 bs 
Another time, when as they did diſpoſe 
To praftice games, and maſlteries to trie, 
They for their [udge did P:ſtorella chole3 
A garland was the meed of victory. 
There Coridon,forth ſtepping openly, 
Did chalenge Calrdore to wreſtling game? 
For, he through long and perfect induſtry, h 
Therein well praCtild was, andin the ſame . (ſhame. 
Thought ture t'auenge his grudge, & worke his foe gtcat 
Gg 3 But 
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For, courteſic amongſt the rudeſt breeds 


44 | 
But Calidore he greatly did miſtake; Good will and fauour, Soit ſurely wrought 
For, he was ſtrong and mighnily ſtiffe pight, With this faire Mayd, and in her mind the ſceds 
Thar with one fall his necke he almoſt brakes; Of perfect loue did ſowe, thar lalil forth brought 
And had henotvpon him fallen light,  Thetruit of joy & bliſs, though long time dearely botght, 
His deareſt iovnt he ſure had broken quight. 46 
Then was the oaken crowne by Paſtorelt Thus Calidore continu'd there long time, 
Giuen to Calidore, as his dueright; To win the loue of the faire Paſtorell ; 
But he, that d1d in courteſie cxcell, Which hating got, he vied without crime 
Gaue itto Coridon, and layd he wonne it well. Or blamefull blot ; but menaged fowell, 
45 That he of all the reſt, which there did well, 
Thus did the gentle knight himſelfe abeare Was fauoured, and to her grace commended. 
Amonegſtthat ruſticke rout in all his deeds, But what ſtrange fortunes vnto him betel], 
Thar euen they the which his riuals were, Ere he attain'd the point by him intended, 
Could not Colimwe kids, bur commend him needs : Shall more conueniently in other place be ended. 
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Canto X. 


Calidere ſees the Graces daunce, 
ToColins melody : 

The whiles his Paſtore!l i led, 
Into captiuitie. 


—— = 


Y/< nn ——————_—_— my —— nn one ” $ 

PR\< =O {6 

& = Se | 
# Js ND FI YO 


4 Lee 7 JE V; 
4 R RE TSF 
A al = Lax V5 = | 
-\ 4 ( 
I > 


I And prov d the perfeCt pleaſures which doe growe 
Ho now does follow the foule Blatant Beaſf, Amoneſt poorc hindes,n hils, in woods, in dales, 
{ Whilſt Calidore does follow tuatfaire Mayd, Would neuer more delightin painted ſhowe 
Vnmindfullof his vowe and high behe:ſt, Of tuchfalſe blifle, as thereis letforſtales, 


ZW Whichby the Faery Queene was on him layd, T'cntrap vnwary fooles in their eternal] bales. 


Tharhc ſhould neuer leaue, norbedelayd | 4 
From chacing him, till he had it atchicued ? For, what hath all that goodiy glorious gaze 
But now,entrapt of Joue, which him herrayd, Like to one fight, wlych Calidore did view ? 
He mindeth more, how he may berelicucd (grieued ; The glaunce whereof their dimmed eyes would daze, 
With grace from her, whole lou his heart hath ſore cn- Thar neuer more they ſhould endure the ſhew 
| 2 Of that ſunne-ſhine, that makes them look askew: 
That from henceforth he meanes no more to ſew Ne ought 1n all that world of beauties rare 
His former queſt, ſo full of royle and paine; (Saue onely Glorianaes heauenly hew; 
Another queit, another uu in view To which what can compare? ) can it compare; 
He hath, the - on of his loueto gaine: The which, as commeth now by courſe, I will declares 
With whom he mindcs for euer to remaine, 5 
And {et hisreſt amongſt the ruſtickeſort, One day as he did range the fields abroad, 
Rather then hunt ſtil] after ſhadowes vaine Whilſt his faire Paſtorella was elſewhere , 
Of court!y fauour, fed with lightreport Hechaunc'tto come, fur from all peoples troad, 
Of euery blaſte, and layling alwaes inthe port, Vnto a place, whoſeple-ſance did appeare 
| 3 To paſleall others, on the earth which were : 
Necertes mote he greatly blamed be, For, all that euer was by natures skill 
From ſo high ſtep to ſtoupe vnto ſo lowe. Deuiz'd to worke delight, was gathered there, 
For, who had taſted once (as oft did he) And there by her were poured forth at fill, 
The happy peace, which there doth ouer-flowe, As if this to adorne;, ſheall the reſt did pill. 
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6 
It was an hill, plac't in an open Plaine, 
Thatround about was bordered with a wood, 


Of matchleſle height, that ſeem'd th'earth to diſdaine; 


In which all trees ot honour {tately ſtood, 
And did all winter as in ſommer bud, 
Spredding pauilions for the birds to bowre, 
Which jn their lower branches ſung aloud; 
Andin theirtops the foring hauke did towre, 
Sitting like king of fowles, in maicſty and powre. 


7 
And at the foot thereof, a gentle flud 
His filuer waues did ſoftly tumble downe, 
Vamard with ragged mole or filthy mud; 
Ne mote wilae beaſts, ne mate the ruder clowne 
Thereto approach, ne filth mote therein drowne : 
Bur Nymphes and Facries by the banks did at, 
In the woods ſhade, which did the waters crowne, 
Keeping all noyſomethings away from it, 
Andto the waters fall tuning their accents fit. 
8 
And on the top thereof aſpacious Plaine 
Did pred it ſelfe, to ſerue to all delight, 
Either to dance, when they to dance would faine, 
Or elſe to courſe-2boutthcir baſes light; 
Ne ought there wanted, which for pleaſure might 
Defired be, or thence to banifn bale : 
So pleaſantly the hill, with equall hight, 
Did ſeemeto ouer-look the lowely vale; 
Thercfore itrightly cleeped was mount Acidale. 


They ſay that Venus, Shen the did diſpoſe 
Her ſelfe to pleaſance, vſedto reſort 
Vnto this place, and therein to repole 
And reſtherlſelfcas in a gladſomeport, ' 
Or with the Graces there to play and {port ; 
Thar cuen her owne Cytheron, thoughin it - 
She vicd moſt to keep herroyall Court,. 
And in her ſoueraine maieſty to fit, | 
She in regard hereof rctulde and thought ynfit. 


0 
Vato this place when as the Elfin knight _ 
Approachr, him ſeemed that the merry ſound 
Of a ſhrill pipe he playing heard on hight, 


And many feet faſt thumping th'hollow ground, 


T hat through the waods their Eccho did rebound. . 


He nie her drew, to weet what mote it bee; 
Therehe a troupe of Ladies dancing found 
Full merrily, and making gladfull glee, | 
And in the midſt aShepheard piping he did ce. 
II 
He durſtnotenterinto th'open Greene, 
For dread of them vnwares to be deſcride, 
For breaking of their dance, if he were ſeene; 
But in the couert of the wood did bide, 
Bcholding all, yet of them vnelpide. 
There he did ſee, that pleaſed much his ſight, 
That euen hehimſelfe his eyes enuide, 
An hundred naked maidens lilly white, 
All ranged ina ring, and dancingin delight, 


I2 

All they without were raunged in ating, 

And dancedround ; butin the midit of them 

Three other Ladies did both dance and ſing, 

The whilſt the reſtthem round abour did hemme;, 

And likea girlond did in compaſle ſtemme : 

Andin the midit of thoſe ſame three was placed 

Another Damzell, as a precious gemme 

Amidſt aring moſt richly well enchaced, 


That with her goodly prelence all thereſt much graced. 


I 
Looke how the Crowne, which Ariadne wore 
"—_ her yuory forehead that ſame day 
That Theſe her vato his bridale bore 
(When the boid Centayres made that bloudy fray 
With the fierce Lapithes which did them diſmay) 
Being now placed 1n the firmamentr, 
Through the bright heauen doth her beams diſplay, 
And is vnto theſtarres an ornament, 
Which round about her moue in order excellent : 


14 
Such was the beauty of this goodly band, 
Whoſeſundry parts were here too Jong to tell : 
Butſthe thatin the midſt of them did ſtand, 
Secm'd allthereſtin beauty to excell, 
Crownd with arofte girlond, thar right well 
Did hcr beſeeme. And euer, as the crew 
About her daunc't, \weet flowres, thatfar did ſmell, 
And fragrant odours they vpon her threw ; 
But molt of all, thoſe three did her with gifts cnidews 


; I 5 

Thoſe were the Graces, daughters of delight, 
Handmayds of Yenzs, which are wont to haunt 
Vpon this hill, and dance there day and night : 
Thoſe threeto men all gifts of grace do graunt, 
And all, that Fenzs in her (elf: doth yaunr, 
Is borrowed of them. But thatfaire one, 
That in the midſt was placed parauant, 

. Was ſhe to whom that thepheard pyp't alone, 

That madekim pipeſo mernily, as ncuer none. 


I 
She was to weet that 1olly Shepheards laſle, 
Which piped there vato that merry rout : 
That iolly ſhepheard, which there piped, was 
Poore Colin Clout (who knowes not Col:n Clout ?) 
Hepyp'tapace,whil'ſtthey him daunc't abour. 
Pypciolly ſhepheard, pype thou now apace 
Vnto thy Loue, that made thee lowe to lout; 
| ThyLoue ispreſcnt there with thee in place, 
Thy Loue is there aduaunc't to be another Grace. 


- 733 
Much wondred Calidore at this ſtrange fight, 
Whole like before his eye had neuer ſeene: 
And tanding long aſtoniſhed 1n ſpright, 
Andrapt with pleafance, wiſtnotwhatro weene 3 
Whether itwerethe traine of beauties Queene, 
Or Nymphes, or Faeries, or enchaunted ſhowe, 
With which his eyes mote haue deluded beenc. 
Thercforereſoluing, whatitwas , to knowe, 
Out of the wood herole, and toward them did go. 


Gg 4 
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18 
But ſoone as he appeared to their yiew, 
11 hey vaniſht all away out of his ſight, 
And cleanewere gone, which way he neuer knew; 
All ſaue the Sh Rn who for £1 deſpight 
Of that difpleatare, broke his Dag-Pipe quight, 
And made great mone for that vnhappy turne. 
But Calidore, though noleſſeſory wight, 
For that mis-hap, yetſecing him to mourne, 
Drew neere, thathe the truth of all by ham mote learne. 


I 
And firſt him greeting, Fe AR him ſpake ; 
Haile 10lly Shepheard, which thy ioyous dayes 
Hereleadeſtin this goodly merry-make, 
Frequented of theſe gentle Nymphesalwayes, 
Whach to thee flocke, to heare thy louely layes 3 
Tell me, what mote theſe dainty Damzels be, 
Which here with thee do make their pleaſant playes ? 
Right happy thou, thatmayſt them freely ſee : 
But jr Ithemſawe, fled they away from me? 
20 
Not Iſo happy, anſwerd then thatſwaine, 
As thou vnhappy, which them thence didft chace, 
Whom by no meanes thou cant recall againe. 
For, being gone, none can them bring in place, 
But whom they of themlſelues liſt to to grace. 
Right ory I, fayd then Sir Calidore, 
That my 1Il fortune did thern hence diſplace. 
But ſince things paſſed none may now reſtore, 


Tell me, whatwere they all, whoſe lack thee grieues ſo fore. 


ZI 
Tho, gan that Shepheard thus forto dilate; 
Thcn wote thou Shepheard, whatſocuer thou be, 
That all thoſe Ladies, which thou ſaweſt late, 
Arc Penus Damzels, all within her fee, 
Burdiftcring 10 honour and degree : 
They all are Graces which on her depend, 
Beſides a thouſand more, which ready be 
Hcr to adorne, when-ſ{o ſheforth doth wend : 
But thoſe three in the midſt do chiefe on her attend. 


22 

They are the daughters of sky-ruling Ioue, 
By him begot of faire Eurynome, 
The Oceans daughter, in this pleaſant groue, 
As he this way comming from feaſtfull glee 
Of Thets wedding with Aecidee, 
In ſommers ſhade himſelfe here reſted weary. 
The firſt of them hight mylde Euphroſyne, 

' Nextfure Aglaia, laſt Thalia merry, 
Sweet goddefleg all three which me in nurth do cherry. 


2 
Theſe three on men all ———_ gifts beſtowe, 

Which decke the body or adorne the minde, 
To make them louely or well fauoured ſhowe: 
As, comely cartiage,entertainement kind, 
Sweet ſemblant, friendly offices that binde, 
Andallthe complements of courteſie: 
They teach vs, how to each degree and kinde 
We ſhould our ſelues demeane, to lowe, to hie; 


Tofriends,to foes: which skill mca call Cuuility. 


24 

T hereforethey alwayes ſmoothly ſeem to ſmile, 
That we likewiſe ſhould mildeand gentle be ; 
And alſo naked are, that withour guile 
Orfalſediflemblance allthemplaine may ſee, 
Simple and true from couertmalice free : 

. Andekethemſelues ſo in their dance they bore, 

That two of them ſtill forward ſeem'd to be, 
But one ſtill towardsſhew'd her ſeife afore ; 


That good ſhould from vs go,then come ,1n greater ſtore, 


25 
Such were thoſe goddefles, which ye did ſee; 


But thatfourth Mayd, which there amidſt them traced, 


Who can arcad, what creature mote ſhe be, 
Whether a creature ora goddefle graced 
With heauenly gifts from heauen £0 enraced 2 
But what-ſo ſure ſhe was, the worthy was 
To bethefourth, with thoſethree other placed : 
Yet was ſhe certes buta countrey lafle, . 

Yerſhe all other countrey lafles farre did paſſe. 

26 


So furre as doth the daughter of the day, 
All otherlefler lights 1n Lghtexcell, 
Sofarredoth ſhe in beautifull array, 
Aboue all other lafles beare the bell: 
Nelefle in vertue that beſcemes her well, 
Doth ſhe exceelethereſt of all her race; 
For which,the Graces thathere wont to dwell, 
Haue for morehonour brought herto this place, 
And graccd herſo much to be another Grace. 
27 
Another Graceſhe well deſcrues to be, 
In whom ſo many Graces gathered are, 
Excelling much the meane of her degree; 
Diunerefenblance, beaury ſoucraine rare, 
Firme Chaſtitie, that ſpight ve b1cmiſh dare; 
All which ſhe with ſuch courteſie doth grace, 
That all hcr Peers cannot with her compare, 
But quite are dimmed, when the is in place. 
She made me often pipe and now topipe apace. 
28 
Sunne of the world, great glory of the skie, 
That all the earth doſtlighten with thy rayes, 
Great Gloriana, greateſt Majeſty, 
Pardon thy Shepheard mongſtio many layes, 
As he hath ſung of thee in all his daycs, 
To maxe one minime of thy poorchandmayd, 
And vndcineath thy feete to place her prayle ; 
That whenthy glory ſhall be farrediſplayd 
To future agr, of her this mention may be made. 


2 

When thus that Shepheard ct had his ſpeech, 
Sayd Calidore ; Now lure it yrketh mee, 
Thatto thy bliſs I madethis lucklefle breach, 
As now the Author of thy baleto be, 
Thus to bereaue thy Loues deare fight from thee: 
But gentle Shepheard pardon thou my ſhame , 
Who raſhly ſoughtthat, which I motenot ſee. 
Thus did the courteous Knight excuſe his blame, 


And to recomfort him, all comely meanes did frame. 
. 
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In ſuch diſcourſes they ie. FN ſpent 

Long time, as fit occaſion forth them led ; 

With which, the knighthimſelfe did much content, 

And with delight his greedie fancy fed, 

Both of his words , which he with reaſon red ; 

And alſo of the place, whoſepleaſuresrare 

With ſuch regard his ſenſes rauiſhed, 

That geo, had no will away to fare, 


35 
Hehad no weapon, but his ſhepheards hooke, 
To ferue the vengeance of his wrathfull wil; 
With which ſo ſternely he the monſter ſtrooke, 
Thatto the ground aſtoniſhed he fell; 
Whence ere he could recov'r, he did him quell, 
And hewing off his head, itpreſented 
Before the teete of the faire Paſtorell; 
Who, ſcarcely yet from former feare exempted, 


But wiſht, that with that ſhepheard he mote dwclling ſhare. Athouſand times him thankt,that had her death preuented., 


20 

But that enuenimd ſting, thewhich of yore, 

His poyſnous point deep fixed in his heart 

Had left, now gan afreſh to rankleſore, 

And to renue therigour of his ſmart : 

Which to recure, no skill of Leaches art 

Mote him auaile, but to returne againe 

To his wounds worker, that with louely dart 

Dinting his breaſt, had bred his reſtlefle paine, 


26 

From that day forth ſhe gan him to affect, 
And daily more her fauour to augment ; 
But Coridon for cowardizereictt, - 
Fit to kceepe ſheepe,vnfit for loues content: 
The gentle heartſcornes baſe dilparagement. 
Yet Calidore did not deſpize him quight, 
But vſde him friendly for furtherintenr, 
That by his fellowſhip, hecolour might 


Like as the wounded Whale to ſhore flies fromthe mayne. Both his ellate, and loue,from skill of any wight. 


I 
So, taking leave of that ids gentleſwaine, 
He backe returned to his ruſticke wonne, 
Where his faire Paſtorella did remaine: 
To whom inlort, as he at firſt begonne, 
He daily did apply himſelfe to donne 
Aildewfull ſeruice,voide of thoughts impure: 
Ne any paines ne perill did he ſhonne, 
By which be might her to hisloueallure, 
And liking in her yet vntamed heart procure. 
2 
And euermorethe Sheph Mr Coridon, 
What-cuer thing he did her to aggrate, 
Did ſtrive to match, with ſtrong contention, 
And all his paines did cloſely emulate; 
Whether it were to caroll, as they late 
Keeping their ſheepe, or games to exercilc, 
Orto preſent her with their labours late 
Through which if any grace chaunc'r to arize 


To him, the Shepheard ſtrejghtwath iealouſic did frize, 


One day,as they all three tes went 
To the greene wood, to gather ſtrawberies, 
There Pan's to them a dangerous accident; 
A Tigre forth out of the wood did riſe, 
That with fell clawes full of fierce gourmandize, 
And greedy mouth, wide gaping like hell gate, 
Did runne at Paſtorell, her to ſurprize : 
Whom ſhe beholding, now all deſolate 

Gan cry to them aloud, to helpe her all too late. 


4 

Which Coridon firſt having, ran in haſte 

To reſcue her: but when he ſaw thefeend, 

Through coward feare he fled away as faſt 

Ne durſit abide the danger of the end 

His life he ſteemed dearer then his friend. 

But Cal:dore ſoone comming to her ayde, 

When he the beaſt ſawe ready nowto rend 

His Louesdeareſpoile, in which his heartwaspraide, 
Heranathimenrag'd, inſtead of being fraide. 


Ke 4 
So well he wood her, and bo well he wrought her, 
With humble ſeruice, and with daily ſure, 
That at the laſt vnto his will he broughthers 
Which he ſo wiſcly well did proſecute, 
That of his loue he reapt the timely fruit, 
Andioyed long incloſefelicity ; 
Till Fortune fraught with malice, blind, and brute, 
Thar enuieslouers long proſperity, 
Blew vp a bitter ſtorme of foule aduerhity. 


It fortuned one day, when Clidore 

Was hunting in the woods (as was his trade) 

A lawletle people, Brigants hight of yore, 

That neuer vide to liue by piough nor ſpade, 

But fed on ſpoile and booty, which they made 

Vpon their neighbours, which did nigh them border, 

Thedwelling of theſeſhepheards did inuade, 

And ſpoild their houſes, and themſelues did murder; 
And droue away their flocke, with other much diſorder. 


3 
Amongſt the reſt, the akichhey then didpray, 
They ſpoild old Melibee of all he had, 
Andall his people captiue led away; 
Mongſt which this lucklefſe mayd away was lad, 
Faire Paſtorella, ſorrowfuil and (ad, 
Moſtſorrowfull, moſt ſad, thateuerſigh't, 
Now made theſpoile of theeues and Brigants bad, 
Which was the conquelt of the gentleſt Knight, 
That cuer liv'd,andth'onely glory of his might. 
© 
With them alſo was taken Coridon, 
And carried captiue by thoſe theeues away; 
Who in the couert of the myght, thatnone 
Mote them deſcry,nor reſcuefrom their pray, 
Vnto their dwelling did them cloſe conuay. 
Their dwelling in alittle Iſland was, 
Couered with ſhrubby woods, in which no way 
Appear'd for peopleinnor out to paſle, 


Nor any footing find for ouer-growengrafle, 4 
| oP 


CIV MCI IC, 


Com ni I III LIT ECT In 
—- = XR L - . __ —— 


: 
hi 
['*: 
' 


344 THE SIXT BOOKE OF 


Cant, X 1. 


I 
For vnderneath the oround their way was made, 
Through hollow caues, that no man mote diſcouer 
For the thick ſhrubs, which did them alwaies ſhade 
From view of liuing wight, aud conered ouer : 
Burdarknefle drad and daily night did houer 
Through all the innerparts, wherein they dwelt. 
Nelightned was with window, nor with louer, 
But with continuall candle-light, which dealc 
A doubtfull ſenſe of things, notſo well ſeen, as felt. 
2 
Hither thoſe Br:7ants brought theirpreſent pray, 
Ana kept them with continuall watch and ward 
Meaning ſo ſoone, as they conucenient may, 
For {laues to lellrhem, for no {mall reward, 


To merchants, which them kept in hon dage hard, 
Or fold igaine. Now when faire Paſtorel! 
Toto this place was brought, and kept with gar 
Of griefly theeues, the thought her (zIfe in hell, 
Where with {uch damned fiends ſhe ſhould in darknes dwe!, 


But for to tell the dolefu!l dreriment, 
And pittifull complaints, which there ſhe made 
(Where day and njeht ſhe nought did but lament 
Her wretched life, thut vp in deadly ſhade, 
And waſte her goodly beauty, which did fde 
Likc to a lowre, that feeles no heate of ſunne, 
Which may her feeble leaves with comfort olade) 
And what befell her inthat theemſh wonne, 

Will in another Canto better be begonne. 
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I 
I He ioyes of loue, if they ſhould encr aſt, 
"Os Without affiCtion or dilquietneſle, 
0. That worldly chaunces doe amoneſtthem caſt, 
TM Vould be on earth too great a blefledneſle, 
Liker toheauen then mortall wretchedneſle, 
Therefore the winged god, to let men weet, 
Thathcre on earth is no {ure happineſle, 
A thouſand ſowres hath tempred with one ſweet, 
To make it ſeem more deare and dainty, as 15 meet. 


= 
Like as is now befalne to this faire mayde, 
Faire Paſtorell, of whom is now my long: 
Who being now in dreadfull darknefle layd, 
Amoneſt thoſe theeues, which herin bondageſtrong 
Detaynd; yet Fortune,not with all this wrong 
Contented, greater miſchiefe on her threw, 
And ſorrowes heapt on herin greaterthrong 3 
That who-ſo hearcs hcr heauineſle, would rew 


And pitic her {ad plight,fo chang'd from pleaſanthew. 


Whil'ſtthus ſhe in theſe beſiiſh dens remained, 
Wrapped in wretched cares and hearts vnreſt, 
It ſo befell (as Fortune had ordained) 
That he, which was their Capitaive profeſt, 


Canto XI, SS ( 


The theenes fall out for Paſlorell, 
IWhileſt Melibee is ſlaine : 

Her,Calidore from them redeemes, 

JIE] Andbringeth backe aaine. 
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And had the chiefe commaund of all there, 
Oneday as he did all his priſoners view, 
With luſttulleyes beheld that lonely oueſt, 
Faire Paſtorella; whole ſad mournfull hew 

Like the faire Morning clad in milty tog did ſhew. 


4 

Arſight whereof his barbarous heart was fired, 

And inly burnt with flames moſt raging hot, 

Thathcr alone heforhis part deſired 

Of all the other prey, which they ha gor, 

And herin minde did to himſelfe allot. 
+ From thar day forth hekindnefle to her ſhewed, 

And ſoughther loue, by all the meanes he more z 

With looks, with words, with gifts he oft her wowed : 
And mixed threats among, and much ynto her yowed. 


Bat all that euer he could PE. or lay, 
Her conſtant mind could not 4 whit remoue, 
Nor draw vnto the lure of his lewd lay, 
To orant him fauour, or afford him loue. 
Yet ceaſt he not to ſew and all waics proue, 
By which he mote accompliſh his requeſt, 
Saying and doing all that mote behoue : 
Neday nor night heſuftred her to reſt, 
But her all night did watch, and allthe day molcſt. 
. Ax 


Cant. X1. 


THE FAERY QVEENE. 245 


6 
Atlaſt, when him ſheſo importune ſawe, 
Fearing leaſt he at length the raines would lend 
Vato his luſt, and mabe his will his lawe, 
Sith in his powreſhe was tofoe or friend; 
She thought it beſt, for ſhadow topretend 
Some ſhew of fauour, by him gracing ſmall, 
That ſhe thereby more either freely wend, 
Or at morecaſe continue there histhrall; 
Alittle well is lent, that gaineth morewithall. 


y 
So from thenceforth, when louc heto her made, 
With better tearmes ſhe did him entertaine : 


Which gaue him hope, and did him halfe perſwade, 


That he intime her 10yance ſhould obtaine. 


Bur when ſhe ſawe, through that {mall fauours gaine, 


Tharfurther, then ſhe willing was, hepreſt; 
She found no meanes to barre him), but to faine 
A ſodaine fickneſle, which her ſore oppreſt, 
And madeynkit to ſcrue his lawleſle mindes beheaſt. 
3 
By meanes whereof, ſhe would not him permit 
Once to approach to her in priuiry, 
But onely mongit the reſt by her to fir, 
Mourning the rigour of her malady, 
And ſecking all things meetfor remedy. 
But ſhereſolv'd no retmedy to finde, 
Nor better cheare to ſhew in miſery, 
Till Fortune would her captiue bonds vnbinde. 
Her fickneſſe was not of the body,butthe minde. 


During which ſpace that hethis ficke did ly, 
It chaunc't a ſort of merchants which were wont 
To skim thoſe coaſtes, for bondmen there ro buy, 
And by ſuch traffique after gaines to hunt, 
Arrived io this Iſle (though bare and biunt) 
T'inquire for flaues ; where being eany met 
By ſome of theſe ſame theeues at th'inſtantbrunr, 
Were brought vato their Capraine, who was ſer 
By his faire Patients fide with ſorrowfullregrer. 
IO 
To whom they ſhewed, how thoſe merchants were 
Arriu'din = their bondflaues for to buy; 
And thivelvee prayd, that thoſe ſame captiues there 
Moteto them for their moſt commodi 
Be fold, and mongſt them ſhared RR 
This theirrequeſt the Captaine much appalled; 
Yet could he not their iuſt demand deny, 


And willed ſtreight the ſlaues ſhouldforth he called, 


And ſold for moſt aduantage notto beforſtalled. 


II 

Then forth the good old Melibee was brought, 
And Coridon, with many other moe, 
Whom they before in fioerſe ſpoiles had caught : 
All which he to the matchants fale did ſhowe; 
Till ſome, which did the ſundry PR knowe, 
Gan to inquire for the faire ſhepheardeſle, 
Which with the reſt they took notlong agoc , 
And gan her form and featureto expreſle, 


The more taugmet her price, through praiſcofcomlineſs, 


12 

To whom the Captaine in full angry wize 
Made anſwere, that the Mayd of whom they ſpake, 
Was his owne purchaſe and his onely prize: 
With which none had to doe, ne oughr partake, 
But he himſelte which did that conqueſt make; 
Littlefor him to haue one filly lafſe: 
Beſides, through ſickneflenow fo wan and weake, 
That nothing meetin marchandiſeto paſs. 

So ſhew'd them her, to proue how pale & weake ſhewas. 


I 
The ſight of whom, though now decayd and mard, 
And cke bur hardly ſeene by candle-light : 
Yet like a Diamond of rich regard, 
In doubttfull ſhadowe of the darkiome ni hr, 
With ſtarry beames about her ſhining bright, 
Theſe marchants fixed eyes did ſo amaze, 
That whatthrough wonder, & whatthrough delight, 
Awhile on her they greedily did g2Ze, : 
And did her greatly like, and did her greatly praize. 


I 

Atlaſt, whenall the reſt bo offred were, 
And prices to them placed at their pleaſure, 
They all refuled in regard of her, 
Ne ought would buy, how-cuer pris'd with meaſure, 
Withouten her, whoſe worth aboue all threaſure 
They did eſteem, and offred ſtore of gold. 
Bur then the Captaine fraught with more diſpleaſure, 
Bad them be ſtill, his Loue ſhould notbe ſold : 

The reſt take if they would, he her to him would hold. 


I 
Therewith, ſome other of the chickeſt theeues 
Boldly him badeſuch iniury forbeare z 
For, that ſame maid, how-cuer it him gricues, - 
Should with the reſt be ſold before him there, 
To maketheprices of thereſt more deare. 
That with great rage he ſtoutly doth denay ; 
And fiercely drawing forth his blade,doth fweare, 
That who-ſo hardy hand on her dothlay, 
It dearely ſhall aby, and death for handfell pay. 
16 


Thus as they words amongſt them multiply, 
They fallto ſtrokes, the fruit of too muchtalke ; 
And the mad ſteele abour doth fiercely flie, 
Notſparing wight, ne leauing any balke, 
But making way for death at large to walke; 
Who ,in the horror of the grieſly night, 
In thouſand dreadfull ſhapes doth mongſt them ſtalke, 
And makes huge hauocke, whiles the candle lighr 
Out-quenched, leaues no skillnor difference of wight. 


17 
Likeas aſort of hungry dogs ymet 
About ſome carcaſeby the common way, 
Doefall together, ſtriuing each to get 
The greateſt portion of the greedy prey 3 
All on confuſed heapsthemſclues aflay, 
And ſnatch, andbite, andrend, and tug, andteare; 
That who them ſees, would wonder at their fray 3 
And who ſees not, would beaffrayd to heare: 
Such was the conflict of thoſe cruell Brigants there. 
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: 18 
But firſt of a!l, their captiues they do kill, 
Leaſt they ſhould ioyneagainit the weakerſide, 
Or riſe againſt the remnant at their will : 
Old Melibee is flaine, and him beſide 
His aged wife, with many others wade : 
But Coridon,eſcaping crafty, 
Creeps forth of dores, whilſt darkneſſe him doth hide, 
And flies away as faſt as he can hye, 
Ne ſtayeth leaue to take, before his friends doe dye. 


I 
But Paſtorella, wofull arerdþd Elfe, 

Was by the Capraine all this while defended : 
Who minding more her ſafety then himſeltfe, 
His target alwaies ouer herpretended ; 
By meanes whereof, that mote not be amended, 
He atthe length was ſlaine,and layd on ground; 
Yet holding faſt twixt both his armes extended 
Fayre Paſtorell, who with the ſelfe ſame wound 


Lanc't through the arm, fel down with him in drery ſwoiid. 


20 
There lay ſhe couered with confuſed preafſe 
Of carcaſes,which dying on her fel]. 
Tho, when as he was dead, the fray gan ceaſle, 
And each to other calling, did compell 
To ſtay their cruel] hands from ſlaughter fe!), 
Sith they thatwerethe cauſe of all, were gone. 
T hereto they all at once agreed well, 
And lighting candles new, gan ſearch anone, 
How many of their friends were ſlaine, how many fone. 


21 
Their Captaine there they cruelly found kild, 
Andin his armes thedrery dying mayd, 
Like a ſweet Angell twixttwo clouds vp-hild: | 
Her louely light was dimmed and decayd, 
With cloud of death vpon her eyes diſplayd: 
'Yetdid the cloud make euen that dimmicd light 
Seeme much more louely in that darkneflelayd; 
Andtwixtthetwinkling of her eye-lids bright, .. ; 
To ſparke our little beames, like ſtarres in foggy nights 
2Þ.: 
But when they mov'd the carcaſes aſide, 
They found that life did yet in herremaane : 
Then all their helpes they buſily applide, 
To call the ſoule backe to her home againe; 
And wrought ſo well with labour and long paine, 
Thar they to life recouered herartlaſt. 
Who fighing ſore, as if herheartin twaine 
Had riuen been, and all her hart-ſtrings braſt, 
With dreary drouping cyne lookt vp like one aghaſt. 


2 _— 

There ſhe bcheld, that fore $ griev'dto ſce, 
Herfarher and her friends about her lying, 
Herlſelfe ſole left, aſecond ſpaile to be 
Of thoſe, that hauing ſaued herfrom dying, 
Rencw'd her death by timely death denying : 
Whatnow 15 left her, but to wayleand weepe, 
Wringing her hands, and ruefully loud crying 2 
Ne cared ſhe herwound 1n teares to ſteepe | 

Albewnh alltheirmight thoſe Brigantsher did keepe, 


Hath wrought this w 


hd. Ana 


4 
But when they ſawe her now reviv'd again, 


They left her ſo, in charge of one the beſt 

Of many worſt, who with vakinde difdaine. 
And cruell rigour her did much moleſt; 
Scarce yeelding her duefood, or timely reſt, 
And ſcarſely ſuffring her infeſtred wound, 
That ſorcher payn'd, by any to be dreſt. 
Solcaneweherin wretched thrallome bound, 


Audturnewe backeto Calidore, where we him found, 


25 
Who when he backe returnedfrom the wood, 


And ſaw his ſhepheards cottage ſpoyled quighe, 
And his Loue ro away, he wt 4 : 
And halte enraged at that ruefull light ; 

That cuen his = for very fell letpight, 

And his owne fleſh he ready was toteare: 

He chauft, he griey'd, he fretted,and he figh't, 


And fared like a furious wilde Beare, 


Whale whelps are ftolne 2way, ſhe being other-where. 
26 


Ne wight he found, to whom he might complaine, 


Newighthefound of whom he might inquire; 
That more 1ncreaſt the anguiſh of his paine. 

He ſought the woods; but no man could ſee there: 
He ſought the Plaines ; but could no tydings heare. 
The woods did nought but ecchoes yaine rebound ; 
The Plaines all waſte and empry did appeare: 

Where wont the ſhepheards oft their pipesreſound, 


And feed an hundred flocks, there now not onehefound- 


2 


7 
Atlaſt, as there he romed vp and downe, 


Hechaunc't one comming towards himto ſpy, 
Thatſeem'd to be ſome ory ſimple clowne, 
With ragged weeds, andlockes vp-ſtaring hie, 
As if he did from ſome late danger flic, 

And yet his feare did follow him behind : 

Who as he vato him approched nie, 

He mote perceiue by lignes, which he did finde, 


That Coridon it was, the filly ſhepheards hynd. 
8 


2 
Tho,to him running faſt, he did not ſtay 


To greet him firſt, but asktwhere were thereft 3 
Where Paſtorell ? who full of freſh diſmay, 

And guſhing forth in teares, was ſo oppreſt, 
That he no word could ſpeake, but ſmut his breſt, 
And vpto heauen his eyes faſt ſtreaming rhrew. 
Whereatthe Knight amaz'd, yet did notreſt, 

But askt againe, what meant thatrufull hew : 


Where was his Paſorell ? where all the other crew ? 


of 
Ah well away, ſayd he thenfighing ſore, 


That cuer I did liue, this day to ſee, 
This diſmallday, and was notdead before, 
Bcfore I ſaw faire Paftorelladyc. 
Die ? out alas then Calidore did cry : 
How could the death dare euer her to quell 2 
But read thou ſhepheard, read what deſtiny, 
Or other direfull hap from heauen or hell 

iced deed: doe feare away, and tell. 

| KL; 


(ant. XT: IHE FAERIE. QWEENE. 347 


O 
Tho, when the ſhepheard * af hadawhile, 
He thus began : Where ſhall I then commence 
This wofull tale? or how thoſe Brigazts vile, 
VVith cruellrage, and dreadfull violence 
| Spoild all our cots, and carried vs from hence? 
Or how faire Paftorell ſhould haue been ſold 
To Marchants, but was ſau'd with ſtrong defence? 
Or how thoſe thecues, whil' fone ſought her to hold, 


Fell all at ods, and fought through fury fierce and bold. 


I 
In that ſame conflict (woe 2 me) bekell 

This fatall chaunce, this dolefull accident, 

VVhoſe heauy tydings now I haue to tell. 

Firſt, all the captiues which they here had hent, 

Were by them ſlaine by generall conſent; 

Old Melibe, and his good wife withall 

Thele eyes ſaw dic, anddeerely did lament : 

But when the lot to Paſtorell did Fall, 
Their Captaine long withſtood, & did her death foritall. 


2 
But what could he gainſt F" - 9 doc alone ? 
It could not boore; needes mote ſhe die atlaſt : 
I onely ſcap't through great confuſion 
Of cries and clamors, which amongſt them paſt, 
Indreadfull darknefle, dreadfully aghaſt; 
That better were with them to haue been dead, 
Then here to ſee all deſolate and waſte, 
Deſpoiled of thoſe toyes and iolly head 
Which with thoſe gentle ſhepheards here I wont tolead. 


When Calidoretheſe FS" > 5 had raught, 
His hart quite deaded was with anguiſh great, 
Andall his wits with doole were nigh diſtraught; 
That he his face, his head, his breaſt did beate, 

 Anddeathitſelfe vnto himſelfe did threat; 

Oft curſing th'heauens, that ſo cruell were 
To her, whoſenamehe often did repeat; 
And wiſhing oft, thathe were preſentthere, 

When the was ſlaine, or had been to her ſuccour nere. 


4 
Bur afrer griefe awhile had FA his courſe, 
And ſpent it ſelfe in mourning, heat laſt 
Began to mutigate his {welling ſourle, 
And in his mind with better reaſon caſt, 
How he might ſauc her life, if life didlaſt ; 
Or if that dead, how he her death might wreake, 
Sith otherwiſe he could not mend thang palt ; 
Or if itto reuenge he were too weake, 
Then for to die with her, and his liues threed to breake. 


5 
Tho, Cor:donhe prayd, Gal he well knew 
The ready way vato that thicuiſh wonne, 
To wend with him, and be his conduct trew 
Vnto the place, to ſee what ſhould be donne. 
But he, whoſe hart through feare was late fordonne, 
Would not for ought be drawne to former dreed; 
But by all meanes the danger knowne did ſhonne: 
Yet Calidore, fo well him wrought with meed, 
And faire beſpoke with words, that he at laſt agreed. 


6 
So,forth they goe together *God before) 

Both clad in ſhepheards weeds aoreeably, 

And both with ſhepheards hookes : Bur Calidore 

Had vnderneath, himarmed priuily. 

Tho, to the place when him approched nie, 

They chaunc't vpon an hill, notfarre away, 

Some flocks of ſheepe and ſhepheardsto eſpy ; 

To whom they both agreed to take their way, 
In hope there newes to learne, how they mote beſt aſlay. 


7 
There did they find, that hs they did not fcare, 
The lelfe fame flocks; the which thoſe thieues had reft 
From Melibe and from thetnſelues whyleare, 
And ccrtaine of the thieues there by them left, 
The which for want of heards themlelues then kept. 
Right well knew Coridon his owne late ſheepe, 
And ſeeing them, for tender pitty wept : 
But when heſaw the thieues which did then keepe, 
His hart gan faile, albe he ſaw them all aſleepe. 
8 
But Calidore, recomforting his oricke, | 
Though not his feare : for, nought may feare diflwade 3 
Him hardly forward drew, where-as the thiefe 
Lay ſleeping ſoundly in the buſhes ſhade, 
Whom Coridon him counſeld to inuade 
Now all vawares, and take the ſpoile away 3 
But he, that in his mind had cloſely made 
A further purpoſe, would notſo them ſlay, 
Bnt gently waking them, gane them thetime of day. 


Tho, ſitting downe by chow yponthe Greene, 
Of ſundry things he purpole gan to faine; 
That he by them might certaine tydings weene 
Of Paftorell, were ſhe aliue or laine. 
Mongſt which,the thieues them queſtioned againe, 
What miſter men, and eke from whencethey were. 
To whom they anſwer'd, as did appertaine, (lere 
That they were poore heard-groomes,the which why- 
Had from their maiſters fled, & now fought hire ellwhere, 


40 

Whereof right glad they ſeem'd, and ofter made 
To hire them well, if they their locks would keepe 5 
For, they themſclues, were euill groomes, they ſaid, 
Vnwont with heards to watch, or paſture ſheepe, 
But to forray the Land, or ſcoure the deepe. 
There-tothey ſoone agreed, and earneſt tooke, 
To keepe their flocks for little hire and chepe: 
For, they for better hire did ſhortly looke; 

So there all day they bode, till light the sky forfooke. 


41 
Tho, when-as towards darkſomenightit drew, 
Vato their helliſh dennes thoſe thieues them brought ; 
Where ſhortly they in great acquaintance grew, 
And all theſecrets of their entrailes ſought. 
There did they find (contrary to their Fought) 
That Paſtorell yer liv'd; but all thereſt, 
Were dead, rightſo as Coridon had taught: | 
Whereof they both full glad and blithe didreſt, 
Bur chiefely Calidore, whom griefe had moſt pofleſt. Fr 
Hh. | 
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42 47 
Atlength, when they occaſion fitteſt found, Tho, when no morecould nigh to him approche, 
In Pad of night, when all the theeues did reſt He breath'd his ſword, and reſted himill day : 
After alateforray, and ſlept full ſound, Which when hefpide vpon the earth 'encroche, 
Sir Calidore him arm'd, os thought beſt, Through the dead carcaſſes he made his way ; 
Hauing oflate (by diligent ;nqueſſ) Mongſt which hefound a ſword of better ſay, 
Prouided him a ſword of meaneſt ſort : With which heforth went into th'open light ; 
With which he ſtraight went to the Capraines neſt. Where all the reſt for him did ready ſtay, 
But Coridon durſt not with him conſort, And fierce aſſailing him, with all their might 
Ne durſt abide behind, for dread of worle effort. Gan all vpon him lay : there gan adreadfull fight, 
When to the Cane they ES they found it faſt: How many flies in hotteſt Sommers day 
But Calidore, with hugereſiſtleſſe might, Doc ſcize vypon ſome beaſt, whoſe fleſh is bare, 
The dores affailed, and the locks wp brat. That all the place with ſwarmes doe ouer-iay, 
With noyſe whereofthetheefe awaking light, And with their little ſtings right felly fare ; 
Vato theentrance ran :wherethe bold Knight So many thicues about him {warming are, 
Encountring him with ſmall refiſtanceſlew 3 All which doe him aſfaile on cuery fide, 
The whiles faire Paſtorell through great affright And ſore oppreſle, ne any him doth ſpare : 
Was almoſtdead, miſdoubting leaſt of new But he doth with his raging brond diuide 
Some vp-rore were like that, whi ch lately ſhe did view. Their thickeſt troupes, & round about him ſcattreth wide, 
44 : 49 
But when as Calidore was comen in, Like as aLion mongſt an heard of Dere, 
And gan aloud fgr Paſtorel! to call; Diſperſeth them to catch his choiceſt pray; 
Knowing his voice (although notheardlong fin) So did he flieamongſtthem here and there, 
She ſuddainewas reviued there-withall, And all that ncere him came,did hewe & ſlay, 
And wondrous ioy feltin her ſpirits thrall : T'ill he had ftrow'd with bodies all the way ; 
Like him thatbeeing long intempeſttolt, Thatnone his danger daring to abide, 
Looking each howre into deaths mouth to fall, Fled from his wrath, and did themſelues conuay 
Ar length, eſpies athand the happy coaſt, . Into their Caues, their heads from death to hide, 
On which heſatery hopes, that earſt feardto be loſt, Ne any left, that vidtory to him envide. 
50 
Her gentle hart, that now he ſeaſon paſt Then backereturmng to his deareſt Deare, 
Had neuer ioyancefelt, nor chearctull thought, He hergan torecomfortall he might, 
Began ſome ſmack of comfortnew to taſte, With gladfullſpeeches,and with louely cheare; 
Like hfefull heatto nummed ſenſes brought, And forth her bringing to the joyous light, 
Andlife to feele, thatlong for death had ſought: Whereof ſhe long had lacktthe wiſhful fight, 
Nelefle in hartrcioyced Calidore Deuiz'd all goodly meanes, from her to driuc 
When he her found; but like to one diſtraught The ſad remembrance of her wretched plight. 
Androbd of reaſon, towards her him bore, So,her vneath atlaſt he did reviue, 
Athouſand times embrac't, and kiſt a thouſand more: That long had liendead, and made againe aliue. 
NT 
But now by this, with coil] of late yp-rore, This doen, into thoſethiewſh dennes he went, 
The hue and cry was raiſed all about; And thence did all the ſpoiles and threaſures take, 
Andall the Brigants, flocking in great ſtore, Which they from many long had robd andrent, 
Vato the Caue gan preace, nought hauing doubt But fortune now the Victors meed did make; 
Of that was done, and entred in a rout. Of which the beſt he did his Loue berake 3 
But Calidore, in th'entry cloſe did ſtand, And allo all thoſe flocks, which they before 
And entertaining them with courage tour, Had reftfrom Melibe, and from his Make, 
Still lew the formoſt that came firſtto hand, He did themall to Coridon reſtore. : : 
So long, till allthe entry was with bodies mand. So,droue themall away,and his Louc with him bore. 
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2 Faire Paſtorella, by great hap, 
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Calidore doth the Blatant Beaſt 
ſubdew, and binde in bands. 
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I 
3 Ike as a ſhip, that through the Ocean wide 
I Directs her courle vnto one certaine coaſt, 
v Is met of many a counter wind and tide, 
: SEC With which her winged ſpeedislet & croſt, 
[EIPÞ<Z || And ſhe her ſelfern ſtormie ſurges toſt 3 
Yetmaking many a borde, and many a bay, 
Still winneth way, ne hath her compaſle loſt: 
Right ſo it fares with mein this long way, 
Whole courſe is often ſtaid, yet neuer 15 aſtray. 


2 
For, all that hitherto hath long delaid 
This gentle Knight, from ſewing his firſt queſt, 
Though out of courſe, yet hath notbeen miſ-ſaid, 
Toſhew the courtcfie by him profeſt, 
Euen vnto the loweſt and theleaſt. 
But now I come into my courſe againe, 
To his atchiuement of the Blatant Beaſt; 
Who all this while at will did range and raine, 


= : © pay : 
Whil'ſt none was him to ſtop, nor none him toreſtraine. 


Sir Calidore, when thus he FN had raught 
Faire Paſtorellatrom thoſe Brizants powre, 
Vnto the Caſtle of Belgard her brought, 
Whereof was Lord the good Sir Bellamonre ; 
Who whylome was in his youthes freſheſt lowre 
Aluſtic Knight, as euer wielded ſpeare, 
And had to fared many a dreadfull ſtoure 
In bloudy batrell for a Lady deare, 

The faireii Lady then of all that liuing were. 


4 
Her name was Claribell- whoſe father hight 
The Lord of Many Ilands, farre renownd 
For his great riches, and his greater might. 
He, through the wealth wherein he did abound, 
This daughter thought in wedlocke to haue bound 
Vntothe Frioce of Pifeland, bordering nere; 
But ſhee, whoſe ſides before with ſecret wound 
Of loue to Bellamoure empearced were, 
By all meanes ſhund to match with any forraine feere. 


5 
And Bellamoure againe ſo well her pleaſed, 
With daily feruice and attendance dew, 
That of her loue he was entirely ſeized, 
And cloſely did her wed, but knowne to few. 
V Vhich when her father vnderſtood, he grew 
In ſo great rage, thatthem in dungeon deepe 
V Vithout compaſſion cruelly he threw ; 
Yet did fo ſtraightly them aſunder keepe, 
That neither could to company of th'other creepe. 
6 


Nath'leſle, Sir Bellamoare, whether through grace 
Or ſecrer gifts, ſo with his Keepers wrought, 
That to his Loue ſometimes he came inplace; 
Wherof, her wombevnwiſtto wight was fraught, 
And in duetime a maiden child forth brought. 
Which ſhe ſtraight way (for dreadleaſt if her Sire 
Should know thereof, to fley he would haue ſought) 
Deliuer'd'to her handmaid, that (for hire) 

She ſhould it cauſe be foſtred vnder ſtrange attire. 


7 
The truſtie Damzell, bearing itabroad 
Into the emptic fields, whereliuing wight 
Mote not bewray the fccret of her lode, 
She forth gan lay vnto the open light 
The liceleYab e,to taketherecof a tight. 
Whom, whil'tſhedid with watry eyne behold, 
Vpon thelittle breaſt (like cryſtall bright) 
She mote perceiue alittle purple mold, 


That like a Roſe, her ſilken leaues did faire vofold. 
8 


VVell ſhe itmarkt, and pittied the more, 
Yer could notremedie her wretched caſe; 
But cloſing it againe like as before, 
Bedeaw'd with teares thereleftitinthe place : 
Yerleft notquite, butdrew alittle ſpace 
Behind the buſhes, where ſhe her did hide, 
To weet what mortall hand, or heauens grace 
Would forthe wretchedinfants helpe proutde, 
For which it loudly cald, and pirtifully cride. 
Hh 2. At 
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At length, a Shepheard, which there-by did keepe 
His fleecie flocke vpon the Plaines around, 
Led with the infants cry, that loud did weepe, 
Came to the place; where when he wrapped found 
Ti'abandond fpoile, heſoftly itvnbound: 
And ſeeing there that did him pitty ſore, 
He tookeit vp, and in his mantle wound 
So,home vnto his honeſt wife it bore, 
Who as her owne itnurft, and named euermore. 
Io 
Thus long continu'd Claribell a thrall, 
And Bellamoare in bands, till that her firc 
Departed life, and left vntothem all. 
Then all the ſtormes of Fortunes former ire 
Wereturnd, and they to freedome did retire. 
Thence-forth, they zoy'din happinefle together, 
And liyed long in peace and loue entire, 
VVithout diſquict, or diſlike of cither, 
Till time that Calidore brought Paſtorella thither. 
II 
Both whom they goodly well did entertaine ; 
For, Bellamoyre knew Calidore right well, 
And loued for his prowelle, {ith they twaine 
Long fince had foughtin field. Als Claribell 
No lefle did tender the faire Paſtorell, 
Seeing her weake and wan, through durancelong. 
There they awhile togetherthus did dwell 
In much delight, and many ioyes among, 
Vntill the damzell gan to wex more ſound and ſtrong. 
I2 
Tho, gan Sir Calidore him to adviſe 
Of his firſt queſt, which he had long forlore; 
Aſham'd to thinke, how he that enterpriſe, 
The which the Faery Queene Og afore 
Bequeath'd to him, forſlacked had ſo fore; 
That much he feared, leaſtreprochefull blame, 
With foule dishonour him mote blot therefore ; 
Beſides the lofſe of ſo much praiſe and fame, 


Asthrough the world there-by ſhould gloritic his name. 
I 


Therefore reſoluing to BR bc in haſte 
Vnto ſo greatatchieuement, hee bethought 
Toleaue bis Loue, now perill beeing palt, 
VVith Claribel, whil't he that monſter fougkr 
Throughout the world, and to deſtruction 
So, taking leaue of his faire Paſtorell 
(Whom to recomfort;all the meanes he wrought) 
— VViththanks to Bellamoyre and Claribell, 
He went forth on his queſt, and did that him befell. 


I4 
But firſt, ere I doe his adventures tell, 
In this exploit, meneedeth to declare 
What did betide to thefaire Paſtorel , 
During his abſence left in heauy care, 
Through daily mourning, and nightly misfare: 
Yet did that auncient Matrone all ſhe might, 
To cheriſh her with all things choice & 6 rare 3. 
And her owne hand-maid, that Meliſz hight, 
Appointed to attend her dewly day and night. 


rought. 


is 
Who,in a morning, when this Maidenfaire 
Was dighting her(hauing her ſnowy breſt 
As yetnot laced, norher golden haire 
Into their comely trefles dewly dreſt)- 
Chaunc'tto efpy vpon her Iyorie cheſt 
Therofie marke, which ſhe remembred well 
Thatlittle Infant had, which forth ſhe keſt, 
The daughter of her Lady Claribell, 
The which ſhe bore, the whiles in priſon ſhe did dwell. 


16 
VVhich wellavizing, ſtraightſheganto caſt 
In her conceitfull mind, that this faire Maid, 
Was thatſame infant, which ſolong ſincepaſt 
Shee in the open fields hadloofcly laid 
To Fortunes ſpoile, ynableit to ayd. 
So, full of ioy, ſtraight forth ſhe ran in haſte 
Vnto her Miſtreſle, beeing halfediſmaid, 
Totell her, how the heauens had her grac't, 
To ſauc her child, which in misfortunes mouth was plac'r. 
I7 
The ſober mother, ſeeing ſuch her mood 
(Yet knowing not what meant that ſuddaine thro) 
Askt her, how motc her words be ynderſtood, 
And what the matter was that moou'd hero. 
My liefe, ſaid ſhee, ye know, thatlong yeo, 
Whilſt yee in durance dwelt, yeto me gaue 
Alittle maid, the which ye childed tho ; 
Theſameagaineif now ye liſt to haue, 
Theſame is yonder Lady, whom high God did ſaue. 
8 


I 
Much was the Lady troubled atthatſpeach, 
And gan to queſtion ſtreight how ſhe it knew. . 
Moſt certaine marks, ſaid ſhe, doe me it teach 3 
For, on her breſtI with theſe cyes did view 
Thelittle purple roſe, which there-on grew, 
Where-of her name ye then to her did giue. 
Beſides, her countenaunce, and her likely hew, 
Matched with equall yceres, do ſurely pricue, 
That yond ſame is your daughter ſure, which yet doth hue. 
I 
The Matrone ſtaid no lenperts enquire, 
Butforthin haſte ranto the ſtranger Maid; 
Whom catching greedily for great defire, 
Rent vp her breſt, and boſome open laid ; 
In which that roſe ſhe plainely ſaw diſplaid. 
Then her embracing twixt her armes twaine, 
Shelong ſo held, and ſoftly weeping ſaid; 
And liuveſt thou my daughter now againe ? 
And artthou yetaliue, whomdeadIT long did faine ? 


20 
Tho, furtherasking her of ſundry things, 
And times comparing with their accidents, 
Shefound at laſt, by very certaine fignes, 
And ſpeaking markes of paſſed monuments, 
That this young Maid, whom chanceto herpreſents, 
Is her owne daughter, her owne infant deare. 
Tho, wondrin oog atthoſcſo ſtrange euents, 
A thouſand times ſhe her embraced neare, 
With many a ioyfull kifle, and many a melting teare. 
0 
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21 

Y Vho-cuer is the mother of one child, 

Which hauing thought long dead, ſhe tindes aliue, 

Let her by proofe of that which ſhe hath filde 

In her owne breaſt, this mothers ioy deſcriuc: 

For, other none ſuch paſſion can contriue 

In perfe& forme, as this good Lady felt, 

When ſhe ſo faire a daughter ſaw ſuruiue, 

As Paſtorella was, that nigh ſhe (welt 
For paſfing ioy, which did allinto pitty melt. 

22 

Thence running forth vnto her loued Lord, 

She vnto him recounted all that fell : 

Who, ioyning ioy with herin oneaccord, 

Acknowledg'd for his owne faire Paſtorell. 

There lcauc wethem in ioy, andlet vs tell 

Ot Calidore; who ſecking allthis while 

That monſtrous Beaſt by finall forceto quell, 

Through euery place, with reſtleſle paine and toile 
Him follow'd, by the track of his outragious ſpoile. 


2 

Through all eſtates he "Bier "0 he had paſt, 

In which he many maſlacres had left, 

Ando the Clergy now was come at laſt ; 

In which ſuch ſpoile, ſich hauock, and ſuch theft 

He wrought, that thence all goodnefle he bereit, 

That endleſſe were to tell. The Elfin Knight, 

Who now no place beſides vnſought had left, 

Atlength into a Monaſtere did light, 
Where he him found deſpoiling all with maine & might. 


2 
Into their Clox ſters now ke Lrokeis had, 
Through whichthe Monkes he chaced heere & there, 
And them purſu'd into their dortours fad, 
And ſearched all their Cels and fſecretsneare 
In which, what filth and ordure did appeare, 
Were irkefome to report; Yetthat foule Beall, 
Nought ſparing them, the more did tofſeandteare, 
And ranſack all their dennes from moſt tolealt, 


Regarding nought religion, northeir holy heaſt. 


2 
From thence, into the ad Church he broke, 
And robd the Chancell, and the deskes downe threw, 
And Altars fouled, and blaſphemy ſpoke; 
And the Images, for all their goodly hew, 
Did caſtto ground, whilſtnone was them torew3 
So all contounded and diſordered there. 
Bur (ecing Calidore, away he flew, 
Knowing hisfatall hand by former feare; 
But he him taſt purſuing, loone approched neare. 
26 


Him in anarrow place he ouertooke, 
And fierceaſlailing, forc't him turne agane : 
Sternely he turnd againe, when he him ſtrooke 
With his ſharpe ſteele, and ranat him amaine 
With open mouth, that ſeemed to containe 
A full good peck within thevtmoſt brim, 
All ſet with iron teeth in ranges twaine, 
 Tharterrifide his foes, andarmed him, 
Appearing like the mouth of 07cxs, griſly grim. 


27 
And thercin were a thouſand tongues empight, 
Ot ſundry kindes, and ſundry quality 3 
Some were of dogs, that a te day and night, 
And {ome of cats, that wrawling ſtill did cry : 
Andſome of Beares, that groynd «cape 5 
And ſome of Tigres, thatdid ſeemeto gren, 
And fnarat all, thateuer paſled by : 
But moſt of them were tongues of mortall men, 
Which ſpake reprochefully,not caring where nor when: 
28 
And them amongſt, were mingled here and there, 
The tongues of Serpents, with three forked ſtings, 
That ſpat out poylon and gore bloudy gere 
Atall that came within his fauenings, 
And pakelicentious words, and hatefull things 
Of good and bad alike, of lowe and hie ; 
Ne Kelars ſpared he a whit, nor Kings, 
But cither blotted them with infamy, 
Or bitthem with his bancfull teeth of iniury. 
2 
But Calidore, thereof no whitafraid, | 
Re'ncountred him with ſo imperuous might, 
That th'outrage of his violence he ſtaid, 
And betabacke, threatning in vaineto bite, 
And ſpetting forth the poylon of his ſpight, 
Thatfomed all about his bloudy iawes. 
Tho, rearing vp his former feet on hight, 
Heramprtvpon him with his raucnous pawes, . 
As it he would haue rent him with his crucll clawes. 


30 

But he, right well aware his rage to ward, 
Did caſt his ſhield atweene; and there-withall, 
Parting his puiſſance forth, purſu'd ſo hard, 
That backward he enforced him to fall : 
And beeing downe, ere he new helpe could call, 
His ſhield he on him threw, and fait downe held ; 
Like as a bullocke, that in bloudy ſtall 
Of butchers balefull hand to ground is feld, 

Ts forcibly keptdowne, tillhe bethroughly queld. 


I 

Full cruclly the Beaſt did > and rore, 

To be downe held, and maiſtred ſo with might, 

That he gan fret and fome outbloudy gore, 

Striuing 1n vaine to reare himſelfe yp-right. 

For, ſtill the more he ſtroue, the more the Knighr 

Did him ſupprefle, and forcibly ſubdew ; 

That made him almoſt mad for fell deſpight. - 

He grind, he bit, he {cratcht, he venim threw, 
And fared like a fiend, ri ohr horrible in hew. 


2 
Or like the hell-borne H Foy which they faine 
That ereat Alcides whylome over-threw, 
After that he had labourd lopg inyaine, 
To crop his thouſand heads, the which ſtill new 
Forth budded, and in greater number grew, 
Such was the fury of this helliſh Beaſt, 
Whilſt Calidore him vnder him downe threw 3 
Who nathemore his heauy load releaſt: 
Butaye the more herag'd, the more his powre 1ncreaſt. 
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33 
Tho, when the Beaſt ſaw he mote nought auaile 
By force, he gan his hundred tongues apply, 
And ſharply at him to reuile and raile, 
With bitter tearmies of ſhamefull infamy 3 
Oftinterlacing many a forged lie, 
Whoſelike he neuer once did ſpeake, nor heare, |. 
Nor euerthought thing ſo ynworthily : 
Yet did henought, forall that, him forbeare, 
But ſtrained him ſo ſtraightly, that he choakthim neare. 


+ 

Atlaſt, when-as he found TA force toſhrinke, 
Andrage to quaile, he tooke a muzzell ſtrong 
Of ſureſtiron, made with many alinke ; 
There-with he muredyvp his mouth along, 
And therein ſhutvp his blaſphemous tong, 
For neuer moredefaming gentle Knight, 
Or ynto louely Lady dooing wrong : 
And there-vnto, a great long chaine he tight, 


With which he drew him forth, euen in his owne deſpight. 


5 
Like as whylome that irons Tirynthian {waine, 
Brought forth with him fe dreadfull dog of hell, 
Againſt his willfaſt bound in iron chaine; 
And roring horribly, did him compell 
To ſee the hatcfull ſunne; thathe mighttell 
To grieſly Pluto, what on earth was donne, 
And to the other damned ghoſts, which dwell 
For aye in darkneſſe,which day light doth ſhonne : 
Soledthis Knight his captiue, with [ike conqueſt wonne., 
6 
Yet greatly did the Beaſt wo at thoſe 
Strange bands, whoſe like till then he neuer bore, 
Neeuer any durſttill thenimpole, 
And chaufted inly, ſeeing now no more 
Him liberty was left aloud to rore : 
Yetdurſt henot drawback; nor once withſtand 
The proucd powre of noble Calidore, 
But trembled vnderneath his mighty haud, 
And like afearcfull dog him followed through the land. 


7 
Him through all Faery Lars hefollow'd ſo, 
As if he ded had obedience long, 
Thar all the people where-ſo he did goe, 
Out of their townes did roundabout him throng, 
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To ſee him lead that Beaſt in bondage ſtrong ; 

And ſeeing it, much wondred at the fight : 
Andallſuch perſons,as he earſt did wrong, 

Reioyced much toſee his captiue plight, (Knight, 


And muchadmir'd the Beaſt, butmore admir'd the 


38 
Thus was this Monſter, by the maiſtring might 


Ofdoughty Calidore, ſuppreſt and tamed, 
Thatneuer more he mote endammage wight 
With his vile tongue, which many had defamed, 
And many cauſelefle cauſed to be blamed : 
So did he eke long after this remaine, 
Vntill that (whether wickedfate ſo framed, 
Or faultof men) he broke his iron chaine, 

And got into the world at liberty againe. 


I 
Thence-forth, more miſchiefe & more ſcathe heewrought 
To mortall men, then he had done before; 
Ne euer could by any more bebrought 
Into like bands, ne maiſtred any more : 
Albethatlong time after Calidore, 
The good Sir Pelleas him tooke inhand 3 
Andafter him, Sir Lamoracke of yore, 
Andall his brethren borne in Britaine land; 
Yet none of them could cuer bring him into band. 


e) 

So now heraungeth chrough the world againe, 
Andragethſore ineach degree and ſtate ; 
Ne any 1s,that may him now reſtraine, 
He m_ is ſo great and ſtrong of late, 
Barking,and biting all that him doe bate, 
Albe they wonks thews, orcleare of crime : 
Neſpareth he moſt gentle wits to rate, 
Ne ſpareth he the gentle Poets rime, 

But rends without regard of perſon or of time. 


41 
Ne may this homely verſe, of many meaneſt, 

Hope to eſcape his venemous deſpite, 

More then my former writs, all werethey cleareſt 

From blamefull blot, and free from all thatwite, 

With which ſome wicked tongues did it backbite, 

And bring into a mightie Peeres diſpleaſure, 

That neuer ſo deſerued to endite. 

Therfore do you my rimes keepe better meaſure, (ſure. 
And ſecke topleale, that now is counted wiſe mens threa- 


The end of the ſixt Booke. 
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Hat man that ſees the euer-whirling wheele But firſt, herefalleth fitteſt to vnfold 
Of Change, the which all mortall things doth Her antique race and linage ancient, 
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And many of them, afterwids obtain'd 
Greatpower of Toxe, and high authority ; 
As Hecate, in whole almighty hand, 

He plac't all rule and principality, 

To be by herdiſpoſed diuerſly, 

To Gods, and men, as ſhe them liſt diuide: 
And drad Belloza, that doth ſound on hie 
Warres and allarums vnto Nations wide, 


That makes both heauen & earth to tremble at her pride. 


4 
So likewiſe did this Titaneſſe aſpire, 
Rule and donuniontoper ſelfe to gaine; 
That as a Goddefle, men might her admire, 
And heauenly honours yield, as to then twaine. 
And firſt, on earth ſhe ſoughtitto obtaine 
Where ſheſuch proofe and ſad examples ſhewed 
Of her great power, to many ones great paine, 
Thatnot men onely (whom ſhe ſoone ſubdewed) 
But cke all other creatures, her bad dooings rewed. 


For, ſhetheface of earthly Nin gs ſo changed, 
T hat all which Nature had eitabliſhtfirit 
In goodeſtate, and in meet order ranged, 
She did pervert, and all their ſtatutes burſt: 
Andall the worlds faire frame (which none yet durſt 
Of Gods or mento alter or miſguide) 
She alter'd quite, and madethem all accurſt 
That God had bleſt ; and did at firſtprouide 
Inthart till happy ſtate for cuer to abide, 
6 


Ne ſhee the lawes of Nature onely brake, 
But cke of Tuſtice, and of Policie 
And wrong of right, and bad of good did make, 
And death forlite exchanged fooliſhlic: 
Since which, all liuing wights haue learn'd to die, 
And all this world is woxen daily worſe. 
Opittious workeof MY TABILITIE: 
By which, weall areſubieCt to that curſe, 


And death in ſtead of life haue ſucked from our Nurſe. 


7 
And now, when all the earth ſhe thus had brought 
To her beheſt, and thralled to her might, 
She gan to caſt in her ambitiqus thought, 
T'attemptth'empire of the heauens hight, 
And Toue himſelfe to ſhoulder from his right. 
And firſt, ſhe pait theregion of the ayre, 
And of the fire, whoſe ſubſtance thin and ſlight, 
Made no reſiſtance, ne could her contraire, 
But ready paſſage to her pleaſure did prepaire. 
8 


Thence, to the Circle of the Moone ſhe clambe, 
Where Cynthia raignes in cuerlaſting glory, 
Towholebrightſhiningpalace ſtraight ſhe came, 
All faircly deckt with heauens goodly ſtory; 
Whoſe Glucr cates (by which thereſatean hory 
Old aged Sire, with hower-glafſein hand, 

Hight Tyme) ſheentred, were helicfe or {ory : 
Neſtaideti!lſhethe higheſt ſtage had ſcand, 
VVhere Cynthia did fit, thatneuer ſtill did ſtand, 


—— 


Her fitting on an Tuory throne ſheefound, 
Drawne of two ſteeds, th'one black, the other white, 
Environd with tenne thouſand ſtarres around, 
That duly her attended day and night; 
And by her fide, thereran her Page, that hight 
Yeſper, whom we the Euening-ſtarre intend : 
Thatwith his Torche, ſtill rwinkling like twylight, 
Her lightened all the way where ſhe Hould wend, 
And ioy to weary wandring trauailers did lend : 


10 
That when the hardy Titaneſſe beheld 
Thegoodly building of her Palace bright, 
Made of the heauens ſubſtance, and vp-held 
With thouſand Cryſtall pillors of hugehight, 
Sheegan to burne in her ambitious [pright, 
And tenvic her that inſuch gloricraigned. 
Eftloones ſhe caſt by force and tortious might, 
Her to diſplace; and to herlſelfe to haue gained 
The kingdome of the Night, and wazers by herwained, 


II 
Boldly ſhe bid the Goddefle downedeſcend, 
And lether ſelfe into that Ivory throne; 
For, ſhee her ſelfe more worthy thereof wend, 
And betterable it to guidealone : 
Whether to men, whoſefall ſhe did bemone, 
Or vnto Gods, whole ſtate ſhe did maligne, 
Or to th*infernall Powers, her need giuelone 
Of her faire light, and bounty moſt benigne, 
Herſelfte of all that rule ſhee deemed moſt condigne. 
I2 
But ſhee that had to her that {oueraigne ſear 
By higheſt Toze aſl1gn'd, therein to beare 
Nights burning lamp, regarded not her threar, 
Ne yielded ought for fauour or for feare; 
But with ſterne countenaunce and diſdainfull cheare, 
Bending her horned browes, did put her back : 
And boldly blaming herfor comming there, 
Bade her attonce from heauens coaſtto pack, 
Or at her perillbide the wrathfull Thunders wrack. 


I 

Yet nathemore the Gianteſſe borbare : 
But boldly preacing-on,raughtforth her hand 
To pluck her downe perforce from off her chaire 3 
And there-with lifting vp her golden wand, 
T hreatned to ſtrike her if ſhe did with-ſtand. 
Where-atthe ſtarres, which round abouther blazed, 
And eke the Moones bright wagon, ſtill did ſtand, 
All beeing with ſo bold attempt amazed, 

And on her yncouth habitand ſterne looke ſtill gazed. 


I4 
Meane-while, the lower World, which nothing knew 
OfFall that chaunced here, was darkned quite; 
And cke the heauens, and all the heauenly crew 
Of happy wights,now vnpurvaide of light, 
Were much atraid, and wondredatthat fight; 
Fearing leait Chaos broken had his chaine, 
And brought againe on them eternall night: 
But chiefely Mercury, thatnext doth raigne, 
Ran forth in haſte, vnto the king of Gods toplaine, 


All 
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Ailran together with a great out-cry, 
To owes faire Palace, fixt in heauens hight; 
And beating at his gates full earneſtly, 
Gan call to him aloud with all their might, 
To know what meant that ſuddainelack of light. 
The father of the Gods when this he heard, 
Was troubled much at theirſo ſtrange affright, 
Doubting leaſt T'yphon were againe vprear'd, 
Or other his old foes, that once him ſorely fear'd. 
16 
Eftloones the ſonne of Maia forth heſent 
Downe to the Circle of the Moone, to knowe 
The cauſe of this fo ſtrange aſtoniſhment, 
And why ſhee did her wonted courſe forſlowe 3 
Andifthar any were on carth belowe 
That did with charmes or Magick her moleſt, 
Him to attache, and downe to hell tothrowe : 
Bur, if from heauen it were, then to arreſt 


The Author, and him bring before his preſence preſt, 


I7 

The wingd-foot God, fo faſt his plumes did beat, 
Thatſoonehe came where-as the Titaneſſe 
Vyas ſtriving with faire Cynthza for her ſeat : 
Ar whole ſtrange fight, and haughty hardineſle, 
He wondred much, and feared her no leſle. 
Yetlaying feare afide to doe his charge, 
Atlaſt, he bade her (with bold ſtedfaſineſle) 
Ccaſleto moleſt the Moone to walke at large, 

Or come before high Joe, her dooings to diſcharge. 


18 
And there-with-41l, he on her ſhoulder laid 
His ſnaky-wreathed Mace, whoſe awfull power 
Doth make both Gods and helliſh fiends affraid:: 
VVhere-at the Titaneſſe did ſternely lower, 
And ſtoutly an{wer'd, thatincuillhower 
He from his Toxe ſuch meſſage to her brought, 
To bid her leaue faire Cynthias filuer bower 3 
Sith ſhee his Tove and him eſteemed nought, 
No more then Cynthia's ſelfe ; bur all their kingdoms 
19 (ſought. 
The Heauens Herald ſtaid notto reply, 
But paſt away, his doings to relate 
Vnto his Lord; whonow inth'higheſt sky, 
VV.splacedin his principall Eſtate, 
V Vith all the Gods about him congregate: 
To whom when Hermes had his meſlage told, 
 Irdid them all exceedingly amate, 
Saue Tone; who,changing nought his count'nance bold, 
Did vnto them atlength theſe ſpeeches wiſe vnfold; 
20 
Harken to mee awhile yeeheauenly Powers 3 
Ye may remember {inceth'Earths curſed ſeed 
Sought to aſlailethe heauens eternall towers, 
And to vsall exceeding feare did breed : 
But how we then defeated all their deed, 
Yeeall doe knowe, and them deſtroied quite; 
Yetnotſo quite, butthat there did ſucceed 
| Anoff'ſpring of their bloud, which did alite 
Vpoa the fruitfull earth, which doth ys yer deſpite. 


21 
Of that bad ſeed is this bold woman bred, 
That now with bold prefumprion doth aſpire 
To thruſt faire Phebe from her ſfiluer bed, 
Andeke our ſelues from heauens high Empire, 
If that her might were match to her deſire: 
VVherefore, it now behoues vs to adviſe 
What way is beſtto driue hertoretire; 
Whether by open force, or counſell wiſe, 
Arced yeſonnes of God, as beſt ye can deuiſe. 


22 

So hauing ſaid, he ceaſt; and with his brow 

(His black eye-brow, whoſe doomefull dreaded beck 

Is wont to wield the world vato his vow, 

And euenthe higheſt Powers of heauen to check) 

Made ſigne to them in their degrees to ſpeake: 

Who ſtraight gan caſt their counſell grane and wiſe. 

Meane-whule, th'Earths daughter,thogh ſhe nought did 

Of Hermes meſlage; yet gan now adviſe, (reck 
What courſe were beſt to take inthis hot bold emprize. 


2 

Eftſoones ſhe thus reſoly'd ; oh whilt the Gods - 

(After returne of Hermes Embaſlic) 

Weretroubled, and amongſt themſelues at ods, 

Before they could new counſels re-allie;, 

To let vponthem inthatextaſie; 

And take what fortune time andplace would lend : 

So, forth ſhe roſe, andthrough the pureſt sky 

To Toxes high Palace ſtraight caſt to aſcend, 
Toproſecute herplot: Good on-ſetboads good end, 


24 
Shee there arriuing;boldlyin did paſs ; 
Whereall the Gods ſhe found in counfel! cloſe, 
All quitevnarm'd; as then their manner was, 
At fight of her they ſuddaine all aroſe, 
In greatamaze, ne wiſt what way to choſe. 
But Tove,all feareleſle; forc*tthemro aby ; | 
And in hisſouerainethrone, gan ſtraight diſpoſe 
Himlſelfe more full of grace and Maieſtie, 
Thatmote encheare his Fonds, & foes moteterrifie. 


25 

That, when the haughty Titaneſſe beheld, 

All were ſhe fraught with pride and impudence, 

Yet with the fight Sa almoſt queld; 

Andinly quaking, ſeem'd asreftofenle; 

And voyd of ſpeech in that drad audience ; 

Vatill that Toe binſelfe, her ſelfe beſpake : : 

Speake thou fraile woman, ſpeake with confidence, 

Whenceart thou, and what dooſt thou here now make 2 
What idle errand haſt thou,carths manſionto forlake? 


26 
Shee, halfe confuſed with his great commaynd; 
Yetgathering ſpirit of her'natures pride, . *_ 
Him boldly anſwer'd thus to his demaund : 
I ama daughter,by the mothers ſide, 
Of her thatis Grand-mother magnifide 
Of all the Gods, great Earth, great Chaos child: 
But by the fathers (be itnot envide) 
I greateramin bloud (whereon I build) 
Thenall the Gods; though wrongfully from heauen m_ 
or, 
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For, Titan (as ye all acknowledge muſt) But wote thou this, thou hardy Titaneſſe, 
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Was Saturnes elder brother by birth-right; 

Both, ſonnes of Yranws : but by vniuſt 

And guilefull meanes, through Corybantes ſighs, 

The younger thruſt the elder from his right: 

Since which, thou Towe, iniuriouſly haſt held 

The Heauens rule from Titzns ſonnes by might; 
*  Andthem to helliſh dungeons downe haſt feld : 
Witneſle ye Heauens the truth of all thatI haueteld. 


28 
Whil'ſt ſhe thus ſpake, the Gods that gaue good care 
To her bold words, and marked well her grace, 
Beeing of ſtature tall as any there 
Of all the Gods, and beautifull of face, 
As any of theGoddeſles in place, 
Stood all aſtonied, like a ſort of Steeres; 


Mongſt whom, ſome beaſt of ſtrange & forraine race, 


Vowares is chaunc't, far ſtraying from his pecres: 


So didtheir ghaſtly gaze bewray their hidden feares. 
2 


Till hauing pauz'd awhile, 7 Gs thus beſpake; 
V Vill never mortall thoughts ceaſſe to aſpire, 
In this bold fort, to Heauen claimie to make, 
And touch celeſtiallſeates with earthly mire ? 
I would haue thought, that bold Procyſtes hire, 
Or Typhons fall, or proud 1xions paine, 
Or great Promethes, taſting of our ire, 
Would haue ſufhz'd, the reſt for to reſtraine ; 
And warn'd all men by their example to refraine : 


O 
But now, this off-ſcum of f 2a curſed fry, 
Dare to renew the ike bold enterprize, 
And chalenge th'heritage of this our skie; 
Whom what ſhould hinder, but thatwe likewiſe 
Should handle as the reſt of her allies, 
And thunder-driueto hell : With that, he ſhooke 
His Ne&tar-deawed locks, with which the skyes 
And all the world beneath for terror quooke, 
Andeft his burning levin-brond in hand hetooke. 


I 
But, when he looked on bef louely face, 
In which,faire beames of beauty did appeare, 
Thatcould the greateſt wrath ſoone rurneto grace 
(Such ſway doth beauty euenin Heauen bearc ) 
He ſtaide his hand: and hauing chang'd his cheare, 
He thus againein milder wiſe began ; | 
But ah ! it Gods ſhould ſtriuc with fleſh yfere, 
Then ſhortly ſhould theprogeny of Man 
Berooted out, if Toue ſhould doe ſtill what he can : 
2 
But thee faire Titans child, OM weene, 
Through ſome vaine errour or inducementlight, 
To ſeethat morrtall eyes haue neuer ſeene ; 
Or through enſample of thy fiſters might, 
Bellona; whoſe great glory thou dooſt ſpight, 
Since thou haſt ſcencher dreadfull power belowe, 
Mongſt wretched men (diſmaide with her affright) 
Tobandic Crownes, and Kingdomes to beſtowe : 


That notthe worth of any lining wight 

May challenge oughtin Heauens intereſle ; 

Much lefle the Title of old Titans Right: 

For, we by Conqueſt of ourſoueraine might, 

And by cternall doome of Fates decree, 

Haue wonne the Empire of the Heauens bright; 

Which to ourſelues we hold, and to whom wee 
Shall worthy deeme partakers of our blifſeto bee. 


4 

Then ccafle thy idle clelcthan fooliſh gerle, 
And ſecke by grace and g50dnefleto obraine 
Thatplace from which by folly Titan fell ; 
There-to thou maiſt perhaps, if ſo thou faine 
Haue Jouethy gratious Lord and Soueraigne. 
So, hauing ſaid, ſhe thus to him replide; 
Ceafle Saturnes ſonne, to ſeeke by proffers yaine 
Ofidle hopesr'allure meetothy tide, 

For to betray my Right, before T haue it tride. 


5 
But thee, 5 Jove, no equall fakes Ideeme 
Of my deſert, or of my dewtull Right; 
Thatinthine owne behalfe maiſt parriall ſeeme: 
But to the higheſt him, thatis behighr 
Father of Gods and men by equall might; 
To weet, the God of Nature, Iappeale. 
There-t Joue wexed wroth, and 1n his fpright 
D:d inly grudge, yetdid it well conceale; 
And bade Dan Phebus Scribe her Appellation ſeale. 
6 


Efrſoones the time and lace appointed were, 

Where all, both heauenly Powers, & earthly wights, 

Beforegreat Natures preſence ſhould appexre, 

For triall of their Titles and beſt Rights : 

That was, to weet, vpon the higheſt hights 

Of Arlo-hill (Who knowes not Arlo-hill ? ) 

That is the higheſt head (in all mens fights) 

Of my old Euker Mole, whom Shepheards quill 
Renowmed hath with bymnes fit for arurall skill. 


7 | 
And, wereit not ill fitting io this file, 
To fing of hilles & woods, mongſt warres & Knights, 
I wouldabatetheſternenefle of my ſtile, 
Mongſttheſeſterneſtounds to mangle ſoft delights; 
And tell how Arls through Dianaesſpights 
(Beeing of old the beſt and faireſt Hill 
That was in all this holy-Iflands hights) 
Was made the moſt vnpleaſant, and moſt ill. 
Meane while, © Clio, lend Calliope thy quill. 
8 


Whylome, when TREL 3 N D floriſhed in fame 
. Of wealths and goodneflc, faraboue thereſt 

Of all that beare the Britiſh Ilands name, 
The Gods then vs'd (for pleaſure and forreſt) 
Oftto reſort there-to, when ſeem'd them beſt; 
Butnone of all there-in more pleaſure found, 
Then Cynthia; that is ſoueraine Queeneprofeſt 
Of woods and forreſts, which therein abound, 


And ſurethy worth, no leſſe then hers doth ſeemto ſhowe. Sprinkled with wholſom waters, morethE moſt on ground- 
| But 
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39 
But mongſt them all, as fitteſt for her game, 
Either for chace of beaſts with hound or boawe, 
Or for to ſhroude in ſhade from Phebss flanie, 
Or bathe in founraines that doe freſhly flowe, 
Or from high hlles, or from the dales belowe, 
She choſe this Arlo; where ſhee did reſort 
With all her Nymphes enranged ona rowe, 
With whom the woody Gods did oft conſort: 
For, with the Nymphes,the Satyres loue to play & ſport. 


40 
Amongſt the which, there was a Nymph that hight 
Molanna; daughter of old father Mole, 
And fiſter vnto Mulla, faire and bright : 
Vato whole bed falſe Bregog whylome ſtole, 
That Shepheard Colin dearely did condole, 
And made her luckleflſe loues well knowne to be. 
But this Molanna, were ſhe not ſo ſhole, 
Were no lefle faire and beautifull then ſhee : 
Yer asſhe is, a fairer flood may no man ſee. 


41 
For, firſt, ſhe ſprings out of two marble Rocks, 
On which, a groue of Oakes high mounted growes, 
That as a ad ſeemes to deckthe locks 
Of ſom faire Bride, brought forth with pompous ſhowes 
Out of her bowre, thatmany flowers ſtrowes : 
So,through the flowry Dales ſhetumbling downe, 
Through many woods, and ſhady coverts flowes 
(That oneach fide her filuer channell crowne) 
Till to the Plaine ſhe come, whoſe Valleyes ſhee doth 


42 

In her ſweet ſtreames, Diana vſed oft 
(After her ſweatie chace and toileſome play) 
To bathe her ſclfe; and after, on the ſoft 
And downy grafle, her dainty limbes to lay 
In couert ſhade, where none behold her may : 
For, much ſhe hated ſight of liuing eye. 
Fooliſh God Faunss, Tngh full many aday 
He ſaw her clad, yet longed fooliſhly 

To ſee her naked mongſt be Nymphes 1npriwty. 


43 
No way he found to compaſlle his deſire, 
But to corrupt Molanna, this her maid, 
Her to diſcouer for ſome ſecret hire : 
So, her with flattcring words he firſt aflaid; 
And after, pleaſing gifts for herpurvaid, 
Queene-apples, and red Cherries from the tree, 
VVith which he herallured and berraid, 
To tell whattime he mighther Lady ſee 


When ſhe her ſelfe did bathe, that he might ſecret bee. 
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There-to hee promiſt, if ſhee would him pleaſure 

With this ſmall boone, to quit her with a better ; 

Toweet, that where-as ſhee had out of meaſure 

Long lov'd the Fanchin, who by nought did {ether, 

That he would vndertake, for this to get her 

Tobe his Loue, and of himliked well : 

Beſides all which, he vow'd to be her debter 

For many moe g00d turnesthen he would tel]; 


Theleaſt of which, this littlepleaſure ſhould excell. 


(drowne. 


The ſimple maid did ickins him anone; 
And eft him placed where he cloſe mi ghtview 
That neuer any ſaw, ſaue onely one; 
V Vho,for his hireto ſo foole-hardy dew, 
Was of his hounds devour'd in Hunters hew. 
Tho, as her manner was on ſunny day, 
Diana, with her Nymphes about her, drew 
To this ſweet ſpring; where, doffing her array, 


She bath'd her louely limbes, for Toue alikely pray- 
6 


There Faunxs ſaw that pl caſed much his eye, 
And madehis hartto tickle in his breſt, 
That for great ioy of fome-what he did ſpy, 
He could him not conrtaine in filentreſt; 
Bur breaking forth in laughter, loud profeſt 
His fooliſh thought, Afooliſh Fauneindeed, 
That couldſt not hold thy ſelfe ſo hidden bleſt, 
But wouldeſt needs thine owne conceitareed. 
Babblers voaw&thy been of ſo diuinea meed. 
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The Goddeſle,all abaſhed Ah that noiſe, 

In haſteforth ſtarted from the guilty brooke; 

And running ſtraight where-as the beard his yoice, 

Enclos'd the buſh about,and there himtooke, 

Like darred Larke; not daring vp to looke 

On her whoſe ſight before ſo much heſoughtr. 

Thence, forth they drew him by the hornes, & ſhooks 
Co all to peeces, thatthey lefthim nought; 
And then into the open light they forth him brought, 
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Like as an huſwife, that with buſie care 

Thinks of her Dairie to make wondrous gaine, 

Finding where-s ſome wicked beaſt voware 

That breakes into her Dayr houſe, there doth draige 

Her creaming pannes, and fruſtrate all herpaine; 

Hath in ſome ſnare or gin ſet cloſe behind, 

Entrapped him, and caught into her traine, 

Then thinkes what puniſhment were beſt aflign'd, 
And thouſand deathes deuiſeth in her yengefull mind: 


4 
Sodid Diana and her nate all 
Vle filly Faunus, now within their baile : 
They mocke and ſcorne him, and him foule miſcall; 
Someby the noſe him pluckr, ſome by the taile, 
And by his goatiſh beard ſome did him haile: 
Yethe (poore ſoule) with patience all did beare; 
For, nought againſt their wils might countervalle: 
 Neoughtheſaid what euer he did heare; 
But hanging downe his head, did like a Mome appeare. 


5O 

Atlength, when they had flouted him theirfill, 

They gan to caſt what penaunce him to giue. 

Some would haue gelt him, but that ſame would ſpill 

The Wood-gods breed, which muſt for everliue: 

Others wouldthrough the riuer him have driue, 

And ducked deepe: but that ſeem'd penaunce light; 

But molt agreed and did this ſentence giue, 

Him in Deares skin to clad ; &in thatplight, (might. 


To hunthim with their hounds, him ſelfe ſaue how _ 
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But Cynthia's ſelfe, more angry then thereſlt, 
Thoughtnot enough, to puniſh himin ſport, 
And of her ſhame to make a gameſome eſt ; 
But gan examine him1in ſtraighterſort, 
Which of her Nymphes, or other cloſe conſort, 
Himthither brought, and her to him betraid ? 
He,much afteard, to her confelled ſhort, 
That'twas Molanna which her ſo bewraid. 

Then all attonce their hands ypon Molanna laid. 


2 
But him (according as heh had decreed) 

With a Deeres-skin they coucred,and then chaſt 
With all their hounds that afterbim did ſpeed ; 
But he more ſpeedy, from them fled more faſt 
Then any Deere: ſo ſore him dread aghaſt. 
They after foilow'd all with ſhrill out-cry, 
Shouting as they the heauens would haue braſt ; 
That all the woods and dales where he did flie, 


Did ring againe, and loudreecchoto the skie. 


5 
So they him follow'd till dey weary were; 
When, back returnipg to Molanr' againe, 
They, by i ment of Diana, there 
Her whelm'd with ſtones. Yet Faunus (for her paine) 
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Of herbeloucd Fanchin did obtaine, 
T hat her he would redeiue vnto his bed. 
So now her waues paſſe through apleaſant Plaine, 
Till with the Fanchinſhe her ſelfe doe wed, 
And(both combin'd)themſclues in one faire riuer ſpred, 


54 

Nath'leſſe, Diana, full ofindignation, 

Thence-forth abandond her delicious brooke ; 

In whole {weet ſtreame, beforethat bad occaſion, 

So much delight to bathe her limbes ſhe tooke : 

Ne onely her, bur alſo quite forſooke 

All thoſefaireforreſts about Arlo hid, 

Andall that Mountaine, which doth over-looke 

The richeſt champian thatmay elſe be rid, 
And the faire Shure, in which are thouſand Salmons bred. 


Them all, and all that ſhe S, did way, 
Thence-forth ſhe left; and parting from theplace, 
There-on an heauy haplefle curlc did lay, 
To weet, that Wolues, where ſhe was wont to ſpace, 
Should harbour'd be, and all thoſe Woods deface, 
And Thicues ſhould rob and ſpoile that Coaſt around. 
Since which, thoſe Woods,and all that goodly Chaſe, 
Doth to this day with Wolues and Thieues abound : 
Which too-too true that lands in-dwellers fince haue fold. 
I ito Y; 
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Pealing, fromToue, fo Natur's Bar, 
bold Alteration pleades 
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I 
SH ! whither dooſt thou now thou greater Muſe 
Me from theſe woods & pleaſing forreſts bring? 
And my fraileſpirit (that dooth oft refuſe 
2 This too high flight, vnfit for her weakewivg) 

ift vp aloft, to tell ofheauens King 

(Thy ſoueraine Sire) his fortunate ſucceſle, 

And vi&tory, in biggernoatesto ſing, 

Which he obtain'd againſt that Titaneſſe, 
Thathim of heauens Empireſoughtrto diſpollefle, 
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2 
Yet ſith Inceds muſt follow thy beheſt, 
Doe thou my weaker wit with skill inſpire, 
Fit for this turne ; and in my fable breſt 
Kindlefreth ſparks of that immorrall fire, 
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Which learned minds inflamethwith deſire 

Of keauenly things : for, who butthou alone, 

That art yborne of heauen and heauenly Sire, 

Can tell things doen in heauenſo long ygone; 
So farrepaſt memory of manthat may be knowne. 


Now, atthe time that was \""D agreed, 
The Gods aſſembled all on Arlo hill; 
As well thoſe that are ſprung of heauenly ſeed, 
Asthoſe that all the o, er world doefill, 
And rule both ſea and land vnto their will : 
Onely th'infernall Powers might notappeare; 
Aſwell for hotror of their count'naunce ill, 
As for th'vnruly fiends which they did feare; 
Yet Pluto and Proſerpina were preſent there. _ 
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And thither alſo came all other creatures, 
What-cuer lite or motion doeretaine, 
According to their ſundry kinds of features; 
That Arloſcarſly could them all containe; 
So full they filled cuery hill and Plaine : 
And had not Natures Sergeant (thatis Order) 
Them well diſpoſed by his bufiepaine, 


And raunged farreabroad in _ border, 


They would haue cauſed much confuſion and diſorder, 


5 
Then forth iſſewed(great goddefle) great dame Nature, 


With goodly port and gracious Maieſty ; 

Being far greater and more tall of ſtature 

Then any of the gods or Powers on hie : 

Yetcertes by her face and phyſnomy, 

Whether ſhe man or woman inly were, 

That could not any creature well deſcry : 

For, with a veile that wimpled euery where, 
Hcrhead and face was hid, that moteto none appeare. 


6 
That ſome doe ſay was ſo by skill deuizcd, 
To hidethe terror of her vacouth hew, 
From morrall cyes that ſhould be lore agrized; 
For that her face d1d like a Lion ſhew, 
That eye of wight could not indure to view : 
But others rell that it lo beautious was, 
And round abour ſuch beames of {ſplendor threw, 
That itthe Sunne a thouſand times did pafs, 
Ne could be ſeene, but like an image in a glals. 


| 7 
That well may ſeemen true : for, well I weene 
That this ſame day, when ſhe on Arlo fat, 
Her garment was ſo bright and wondrous ſheene, 
Thar my frailewit cannot deuize to what 
It to compare, nor finde like ſtuffe to that, 
As thoſe three ſacred Saints, though elſe moſt wile, 
Yer on mount Thabor quite their wits forgar, 
When thcy their glorious Lord in ſtrange dilguiſe 


Transfigur'd {awe ; his garments ſo did daze their eyes. 


In a fayre Plaine vpon an equall Hill, 

She placed was in a pauthon 

Notſuch ar Craftc{-mcn by their idle skill 

Are wont for Princes ſtates to faſhion : 

Butth'earth her telf of her owne motion , 

Our of her fruitfull boſome made to growe 

Moſt dainty trees ; that, ſhooting vp anon, 

Did feeme to bow their blooſming heads full lowe, 
For homage vato her, and like a throne did ſhew. 


Soheardit is for any buing\right; 
All her array and veſtiments to tell, 
That old Dan Geffrey(in whole gentle ſpright 
The purewell head of Poeſie did dwell ) 
In his Fowles parley durſtnot with it mel, 
But it transferd to Alane, who he thought 
Had in his Plaint of kindes deſcrib'd it well: 
Which who will read {erforth ſo as it ought, 
Go lcck he outthar Alane where he may be ſought. 


10 
Andallthe earth far vnderneath her feete 
Was dight with flowres, that yoluntary grew 
Out of the ground,and {cnt forth odours ſweet , 
Tenne thouland mores of ſundry ſ{cnt and hew, 
That might delight the ſmell, or plealethe view : 


The which, the Nymphes,from all the brooks thereby 


Had gathered,which they at her foot-ſtoolethrew; 
That richer ſeem'd then any tapeſtry, 
That Princes bowres adorne with painted 11navery. 
Ii 
And Arole himſelfc,to honour herthe more, 
Did deck himſclt in freſheſt faire attire, 
And his high head,that ſeemeth alwaics hore 
With hardned froſts of former winters ite, 
He with an Oaken girlond now did tire, 
As if the loue of ſome new Ny mph late ſeene, 
Had in him kindled youthfullfreſh defire, 
And made him change his gray attire to greenez 
Ah gentle Mole! ſuch ioyance hath thee well beſcene, 
I2 
Was neucr ſo great 10yance incethe day, 
That all the gods whylomeaſlembled were, 
On Hemus lull in their diuinearray , 
To celebrate the ſolemne bridall cheare, 
Twixt Pelene, and dame Theti pointed there; 
Where Phebus ſelf, that god of Poets hight, 
They ſay did fing the ſpoulall bymne full cleere, 
That all the gods wererauiſht with delight 
© his ccleſtiall long, & Muſicks wondrous might. 
I 
This great Grandmother of all creatures bred 
Great Nature, eucr young yctfull of eld , 
Still moouing, yet vomouecd from her ſtcd; 
Vnſcene of any,yet of all beheld; 
Thus firtipg in her throne as 1 haueteld, 
Before her came dame Matabilitie ; 
And being lowe before herpreſencefcld, 
With meek obayſance and hurulitie , 
Tus gan her plaintif Plea, with words to amplifie; 


14 
To thee © greateſt goddeſle,oncly great, 
An humble ſupphantloe, I lowely fly 
Seeking for Right, which I of thee entreat ; 
Who Right to all doſt deale indifferently, 
Damning all Wrong and tortious Injurte, 
Which any of thy creatures doeto other 
(Oppretfling them with power, vnequally) 
Sith of them all thou art the equall mother, 
And knitteſt each to'each, as brotherynto brother, 


Is 
To thee therefore of this ſame Toue I plaine, 
And of his fellow g04s thatfainetobe, 


That challenge to themſelues thewhole worlds rai gn; 


Of which, the greateſt part is due to me, 
And heauenirelfe by heritage in Fee: 
For, heauen and earth I both alike do deeme, 
Sith heaucn and earthare both alike to thee ; 
And, gods no morethen men thou doeſt eſteeeme: 
For, cuen the gods to thee, as men to gods doſeeme, 
T1 
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Then weigh;6 ſoucraigne goddefle, by whatright 
Theſe gods do claime the worlds whole ſoucrainty ; 
And that is onely dew vnto thy might 
Arrogatetothemſclues ambitioully : 
As for the gods owne principality, 
Which Tove vſurpes vniuſtly ; that to be 
My heritage, Toue's ſelf cannotdeny, 
From my great Grandfire Titan, vnto mee, 
Deriv'd by dew deſcent; as is well knowen tothee. 


22 

Nextis the Ayre : which who feeles not by ſenſe 

(For, of all ſenſe it is the middle meanc) 

To flitſtill > and, with ſubrill influence 

Of his thin ſpirit, all creaturesto maintune, 

In ſtate of life? O weake life ! that does leane 

On thing ſo tickle as th'ynſteady ayre; 

Which cuery howreis chang'd , and altred cleane 

With euery blaſt that bloweth,fowle or faire : 
The faire doth it prolong); the fowle doth it impaire, 
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Therein the changes cnflains beholde, 
Whichto her creatures eucry minute chaunce ; 
Now, boyling hot : ſtreight, friezing deadly cold: 
Now, faire ſun-ſhine, that makes all skip and daunce: 
Streight, bitter ſtorms and balcfull countenance , 
That makes them all to ſhiuer and to ſhake : 
Rayne, hayle, and ſnowe do pay them ſad penance, 
And dreadtull thunder-claps (that make them quake) 
With flames & flaſhing lights that thouſand changes make. 
2 


17 
Yetmauger Toue,and all his gods beſide, 
Idoe poſleſle the worlds moſtregiment; 
As,if yepleaſc itinto parts diuide, 
And cuery parts inholders to conuetr, 
Shall ro your eyes appeare incontinent. 

4 And firſt, the Earth (greatmother of vs all) 
That only ſeems vnmoy'd and permanent, 
And vato Mutability notthrall; 

Yetis ſhe chang'd io part, andeckein generall, 
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Laſtis the fire : which, though it live for cuer, 


How-cuer fayrce it louriſhfor a time, Ne can bequenched quite ; yet, cuery day, 
Yetſee weſoone decay ; and, being dead, Weeſee his parts, ſo ſoone as they do leuer, 
To turne again vnto their earthly Tave : Toloſe their hear, and ſhortly to decay; 
Yet, out of their decay and mortall crime, So, makes himſelf his owne conſuming pray. 
Wedaily ſee new creatures to arize 3 Neany liuing creatures doth he breed : 
Andof their Winter ſpring another Prime, But all, thatarcof others bredd, doth ſlay ; 
Volike in forme, and chang'd by ſtrange diſguiſe: And, with their death, his cruclllife dooth feed; 
So turne they ſtill about, and changein reſtleſle wiſe, Nought leauing, buttheir barren aſhes, without ſecede. 


I 

As for her tenants; that is, i. ad beaſts, 

The beaſts we daily ſee maſſacred dy, 

As thralls and vaſlalls vnto mens beheaſts : 

And men themſclues doe chavge continually, 

From youth to el, from wealth to pouerty, 

From good to bad, from bad to worſt of all. 

Nedoetheir bodies only flit and fly : 

But ecke their minds (which they immorrall call) 
Still change and vary thoughts, as new occaſions fall. 


20 
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For, all thatfrom her ſprings, and is ybredde, 
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2 
Thus, all theſe fower (the which the ground-work bee 
Of all the world, and of all liuing wights) 
To thouſand ſorts of Change we Picea wer. 
Yet are they chang'd (by other wondrous lights) 
Into themſelues, and loſe their natiue mights ; 
TheFire to Aire, and th'Ayre to Water Wm. 
And Waterinto Earth: yet Water fights 
With Fire, and Airewith Earth approaching nccre: 
Yet all are in one body, and as one appeare. 
26 


So,inthemallraignes Mutabilitie; 


' Neis the water in more conſtant caſe ; 
Whether thoſe ſame on high, or theſe belowe. 
For, th'Occan moueth ſti], from place to place ; 
And euery Riuer ſtill doth ebbe and flowe : 
Ne any Lake, thatſeems moſt ſtill and ſlowe, 
Ne Poole ſo ſmall, that can his ſmoothneſle holde, 
When any winde doth ynder heauen blowe; 
With which, the clouds are alſo toſt and roll'd; 


Now like great Hills; &, ſtreight, like luces, them vofold, 


z1 
So likewiſe are all watry living wights 
Still roſt, and turned, with continuall change, 
Neuer abyding in their ſtedfaſt plights. 
The fiſh, ſtill floting, doeat randon range, 
And neuer reſt ; but euermore exchange 
Their dwelling places, as the ſtreames them carrie: 
Ne haue the watry foules a certaine grange, 
Wherein to reſt, ne in one ſtead do tarry ; 
Bur flitting till doe flie, and ſtill their places vary. 


How-ecuer theſe, that Gods themſelues do call, 
Of them doe claimetherule and ſoucrainty : 
As, Yeſta, of the fire ztherecall ; 

Pulcan, of this, with vs ſo vſuall ; 

Ops, of the carth ; and Twno of the Ayre; | 
Neptune, of Seas; and Nymphes, of Riuers all. 
For, all thoſe Riuers to me ſubie&t are : 


Andallthereſt, which they vſurp, be all my ſhare. 
2 
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Which to approuen true, as I hauetold, 

Vouchſafe, © goddeſle, to thy preſence call 
Thereſt which doe the world in being hold; 
As, times and ſeaſons of the yeare thar fall : 
Of all the which, demand in generall, 
Or iudge thy ſelfe, by verdit of thine eye, 
Whether to me they arenot ſubie&t all. 
Nature did yeeld thereto ; and by-and-by, 

Bade Order call them all, beforcher Maicſty. 
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So, forth ifſew'd the Seaſons of the yeare ; 
Firſt, Jufty Spring, all dightin leaues of flowres 

1 hatfreſhly budded and new blooſines did beare 
(In which a thouſand birds had built their bowres 
That ſweetly ſung, to callforth Paramours) : 
And in his hand a 1auelin he did beare, 
And on his head (as fit for warlikeſtoures) 
A guilt engrauen morion he did weare ; 

Thatas ſome did him loue, ſo others did him feare, 


Then came theiolly Sommer, being dight 
In a thin filken caffock coloured greene, 
That was vnlyned all, to be more light: 
And on his head a gjrjond wellbelcene 
He wore, from which as he had chauffed been 
The ſweatdid drop; and in his hand he bore 
A boawe and ſhaftes, as he in forreſt oreene 
Had hunted late the Libbard or the Bore, 

And now would bathe his limbes , with labor heated fore. 

fs) 

Then came the Autumne all in yellow clad, 
Asthough he ioyed in his plentious ſtore, 
Laden with fruits that made him laugh, full olad 
That he had baniſht hunger, which to-fore 
Had by the belly oft him pinched fore. 

Vpon his head a wreath that was enrold 
With eares of corne, of cucry forthe bore: 
Andinhis hand a fickle he did holde, 
Toreape the ripened fruits the whic}. the earth had yold. 
I 
Laſtly, came Winter © WE 57 all in frize, 
Chattering his teeth for cold that did him chill, 
Whilſt on his hoary beard his breath did freeſe ; 
And the duil drops tharfrom his purpled bill 
As from alimbeck did adown diſti!]. 
In his right hand a tipped ſtaffe he held, 
With which his feeble ſteps he ſtayed ſtill : 
For, he was faint with cold,and weak with eld ; 
That ſcarſe his looſed limbes he hable was to weld. 
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Theſe, marching ſoftly, F., in order went, 

Andafterthem, the Monthesall riding came ; 

Firſt, ſturdy March with brows full ſternly bent, 

And armed ſtrongly, rode vpon a Ram, 

The ſame which ouer Helleſpontus ſwam : 

Yetin his hand afpade heallo hent, 

And in a bag all ſorts of feeds ylame, 

Which on $ earth he ſtrowed as he went, 
And fild her womb withfruitfull hope of nouriſhment. 


Next came freſh Aprill Full%# luſtyhed, 

And wanton as a Kid whoſe horne new buds: 

Vpon a Bull herode, the ſame which led 

Exropafloting through th'.Argolick fluds: 

His hornes were giJden all with golden ftuds 

And garniſhed with garlonds goodly —_ 

Of all the faireſt Aowres and freſheſt buds 

Which th'carth brings forth, and wet he ſeem'd in fight 
With waues, through which he'waded for his loues delight. 
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3+ 
Then came faire May, the fayreſt mayd on ground, 
Deckt all with dainties of her ſeaſons pryde, 
And throwing flowres out of her lap around : 
Vpon two brethrens ſhoulders ſhe &id ride, 
The twinnes of Leda; which on cyther {ide 
Supported her like to their ſoueraine Queene. 


Lord ! how all creatures laught, when her they ſpide, 


And leapt and daunc't as they had rauiſhr beene | 
And Cupid ſelfe about her fluttred all in greene, 


3 
Andatter her, cameiolly Iune, arrayd 
All in greeneleaues, as he a Player were; 
Yerin his time, he wroughtas well as playd, 


That by his plough-yrons moteright well appeare : 


Vpon 2 Crab herode, that him did beare 
With crookcd crawling ſteps an vncouth paſe, 
And backward yode, as Bargemen wont to fare 
Bending their force contrary to ther face, 
Like that vngraczous crew which faines demureſt grace. 
26 
5 
Then came hot 1»ly boyling like to fire, 
Thatall his garments he had caſt away : 
Vpon a Lyon raging yetwith ire 
He boldly rode and made him to obay : 
It was the beaſt that whylome did forray 
The Ncmzan forreſt, till th* Amphytrionide 
Him flew, and with his hide did him array 
Behinde his back a fithe, and by his fide 
Vnder his belt he bore a ficklecircling wide: 


7 

The fixt was Auguſt, bein C42 arrayd 
In garment all of gold downe to the ground : 
Yetrodehe not, but led a Joucly Mayd 
Forth by the lilly hand,the which was cround 
With cares of cornegand full her hand was found; 
That was therighteous Virgin, which of old 
Liv'd here on earth, and plenty made abound ; 
Bur, after Wrong was lov'd and Iuſtice folde, 


Sheleft th'var1ghteous world and was to heauen extold. 


8 
Next lum, September PE os ceke on foote; 
Yet was he heauy laden with the ſpoyle 
Of harueſts riches; which he made his boot, 
And him enricht with bounty of the ſoyle : 
In his one hand, as fit for harueſts toyle, 
He held a knife-hook ; and inth'other hand 
Apaire of waights, with which he did afſoyle 
Both more and lefle, where itin doubt did ſtand, 
And equall gaue to each as Iuſtice duly ſcann'd. 


Then came Ofoberfullof 0 glee: 
For, yet his noulewastorty of the muſt, 
Which he was-treading in the wine-fats ſee, 
And of the ioyous oyle, whoſe gentle guſt 
Made himfſo fol ck and ſo full of luſt : 
Vpon a dreadfull Scorpion he did ride, 
 Theſame which by Dianaes doom yniuſt 
Slew great Orion - and eckeby his fide 
He had his ploughing ſha#e, and coulter ready tyde. 


I:iz \Next 


0 OO Ge ro ons 7 AA GOAT oats arg wits . 
- - _ VELIEACASD ” 2 


ee eee re En IE EEO - __ £ _ Rr 
A Lot LECT 227-23 - 2 


Ce Ig ne re ey te” yr ee er er rr on ———y ap greg once fn ao md ye er 9 Smet <a naqcs-<op 
=. —_— bo - CON RDIN 


oe = == 


—_—y— 


© Mm EDA Doi - ps. ie ARE" 
DS nn ne pow 


map wmomo=oner—gg 


GD — — Cy 


DDS cg gy ogy, nnd. 


ene rm ene 


—_— 


T_T 


25 out CADE ESA Ge en ESA 
OIDIND——oe nent names 


75 & RARER £ oh 
Dr Eee ame o—n_—o—y ers 


i na er traits nr tpn 
S& = $ - > 


EW Wo Wien ty 


= — ——_ - 
— —— -_ —— UT EE I ES - —— 
%®: { 


= ada; 
m— 5 


36 THE SEAVENTH BOOKE OF 


Cant V 11. 


40 
Nexztwas Nowember, he full full grofſe and fat, 
As fed with lard, and thatright well might ſeeme ; 
For, he had been a fatting hogs of late, 
That ycthis browes with ſweat, did reek and ſteem, 
And yetthe ſeaſon was full ſharp and breem; 
In o_ ceke he took no ſmall delight: 
Wherecon he rode, not eaſic was to deeme ; 
For it a dreadfull Certaure was in fight, 
The ſecd of Saturne, and faire Ng, Chiron hight. 


41 
And after him, came next the chill December: 
Yethethrough merry feaſting which he made, 
And great bonfires, did notthe cold remember ; 
His Saujours birth his mind fo much did glad : 
Vpona ſhaggy-bearded Goathe rode, 
The ſame wherewith Dar Tone in tender yeares , 
They ſay, was nouriſht by th'Lean my ; 
Andi1n his hand a broad deepeboawlehe beares; 
Of which, he freely drinks an health to all his peercs. 


p/ 


4 
* Then cameold Ianuary, wrapped well 


In many weeds to keep the cold away ; 

Yetdid he quake and quiuer like to quell, 

And blowe his naylesto warme them it he may: 
For, they were numbd with holding all the day 
An hatchet keene, with which he felled wood, 
And from the trees did lop the needlefle ſpray : 
Vpon an huge great Earth-pot ſteane he ſtood ; 


From whoſe wide mouth , there flowed forth the m—_—_ 
(floud. 


4 
Andlaſtly, came cold rebels, ſitting 
In an old wagon, for he could notride ; 
Drawne of two fiſhes for the ſeaſon fitting, 
Which through the flood before did ſoftly ſlyde 
And ſwim away : yet had he by his fide 
His plough and harnefle fitto till the ground, 
And toolesto prunethe trees, before the pride 
Of haſting Prime did make them burgeinround: 


So paſt therwelue Months forth, & their dew places found, 


4 

And after theſe, there ca the Day, and Night, 
Riding together both with equall paſe, 
Th'one on a Palfrey blacke, the other white; 
But Night had coucred hervncomely face 
With a blacke veile, and held in hand a mace, 
On top whereof the moon and ſtars were pight, 
And ſleep and darknetleround about did trace: 
But Day did beare, vpon his ſcepters hight, 

The goodly Sun,cncompaſt all with beames bright. 


ge---: 

Then camethe Howres,faire daughters of high Tow, 
Andtimely N#gbt,the which were all endewed 
With wondrous beauty fitto kindle loue; 
Butthey were Virgins all,and loue eſchewed, 
That might forſlackthe charge to themfore-ſhewed 
By mighty Joxe 3 who did them Porters make 
Of heauens gate (whence all the gods iſſued) 
Which they Nd dayly watch, and nightly wake 

By cucnturnes, ne euer did their chargeforlake, 


6 
And aſter all came Life, Th laſtly Death; 
Death with molt grim and grieſly viſage ſeene, 
Yetis henought but parting of the breath ; 
Ne ought to tce,buthke a ſhade to weene, 
Vnbodied, vnſoul'd, vnheard, vnſcene. 
But Liſe was like a faire young luſty boy, 
Such as they faine Dan Cupid to haue beene, 
Full of delightful health and liuely joy, 
Deckt all with flowres,and wings of gold fit to employ. 


7 
When thele were paſt, chro gen the Titaneſſe; 
Lo, mighty mother, now be 1udge and ſay, 
Whether in all thy creatures more orleſle 
CH ANGE doth notraign & bearethe greatell ſway : 
For, who ſces nor, that Time on all doth pray? 
Bur Times do change and moue continually. 
So nothing here long ſtandeth in one ſtay : 
Wherefore, this lower world who can deny 
But to be ſubieCt ſtill ro Mutabilitie? 


48 
Then thus gan Toxe ; Righttruc it is, thattheſe 
Andall things elſe that vnder hcauen dwell 
Arechaung'd of Time, who doth them all difſeife 
Of being : But, who is1t(to me tell) 
Thar Time himſelfe doth moue and ſtill compell 
To keepe his courſe? Is notthat namely wee 
Which poure thatvertue from our heauenly cell, ' 
That moues them all, and makes them changed be? 
Sothem we gods doe rule, andinthem alſothee. 


49 
To whom, thus M»tability: Thethings 
Which we ſeenot how they are mov'd and ſwayd, 
Yemay attribute to your ſelues as Kings, 
And ſay they by your ſecretpowreare made: 
But what we ſee not, who ſhall vs perſwade? 
But werethey ſo, as ye them faineto be, 
Mov'd by your might, and ordred by your ayde ; 
Yet what If I can proue, that cuen yec 
Your ſelues arelikewiſe chang'd, and ſubieCt vnto mec? 


50 
And firſt, concerning herthatis the firſt, 
-Enen youtfaire Cynthia, whom ſo much ye make 
Toges deareſt darling, ſhe was bred and nurſt 
On Cynthus hill, whence ſhe her name did take : 
Then is ſhe mortall borne, how-ſo yecrake; 
Beſides, her face and countenance euery day 
We changed ſee, and ſundry forms partake, ; 
Now hornd,now roſid,now bright,now brown & gray : 
So that as changefull as the Moone men vle to ſay. 


I 
Next, Mercury, who thou 4 heleſfle appeare 
To change his hew, andalwayes ſeeme as one; 
Yet, he his courſe doth altar cuery yeare, 
And is of latefar outof order gone: 
So Yenw ecke, that goodly Paragone, 
Thoughfaireall nj I yet is ſhe darkeallday; 
And Phebws ſelf, who lightſome is alone, 
Yet ishe oft eclipſed by the way, 
And fills the darkned world with terror and diſmay. m 
ow 
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Now Mars that valiant man is changed moſt: 

For, he ſome times ſo far runs out of ſquare, 

That he his way doth ſeem quite to hane loſt, 

And cleane without his vſuall ſphere to fare 3. 

That euentheſe Star-gazers ſtomiſhtare 

At ſight thereof ,and damne their lying bookes : 

So likewiſe, grim Sir Satwurne oft doth ſpare 

His ſterne aſpe&, and calme his crabbed lookes: 
So many turning cranks theſe haue,ſo many crookes, 


5 
But you Dan ove, that only [TD I are, 
And King of all the reſt, as yedoclame, 
Are you notſubicct ecke to this misfare ? 
Then let measke you this withouten blame, 
Where were ye borne ? ſome ſay in Crete by name, 
Others in Thebes, and others other-where 
But whercſocuer thcy comment the ſame, 
They all confent that ye begotren were, 
And borne here in this world, ne other can appeare. 


54 
Then are ye mortali borne , and thrallto me , 
Vnleſle the kingdome of the sky yee make 
Immortall, and vnchangeableto be ; 
Beſides, that power and vertue which ye ſpake, 
That ye here worke, doth many changes take, 
And your owne natures change: for,cach of you 
| Thatvertue haue, or this, or that to make, 
Is checkt and changed from his nature trew, 
By others oppoſition or obliquid view. 


SS 
Beſides, the ſundry motions of your _—_—_— | 
So ſundry waies and faſhions as clerkes faine, 
Somein ſhort ſpace, and ſomein longer yeares ; 
What is the ſame but alteration plaine? 
Onely the ftarrie skie doth ſtill remaine: 
Yer dothe Starres and Sjgnes therein ſtill moue, 
And cuen itſelf is mov'd, as wizards ſaine. 
Bur all that moueth,doth mutation loue : 
"Therefore both you and them to me I ſubjeAproue. 


6 
Then fince within this wide great Yniverſe 
Nothing doth firme and permanent appeare, 
But al}things toſt and turned by tran(uerſe: 
What then ſhould let, but I aloft ſhould reare 
My.Trophee, and from all, the triumph beare ? 
Now iudge then (6 thou greateſt goddeſſetrew!) 
According as thy elfe doeſt [ce and heare, 
And vnto me addoom thatis my dew ; 
That is therule of all , all being rul'd by you. 


7 
So hauing ended, filence hos enſewed, 
Ne Natyre to or fro ſpakefor a ſpace, 
But with firme eyeyſſfxr, the ground ſtillviewed. 
Meane while, all crStures, looking in her face, A 
ExpeCtingth'end of this ſo Joubrfall caſe, 
Did hang in long ſuſpence what would enfew, 
To whether {ide ſhould fall the ſoucraigne place : 
Artlength, ſhe looking vp with chearefull view, 
Thefilence brake, and gaue her doome in ſpeeches few. 


I well confiderall thatye hos ſayd, 
And find thatall things ſtedfaſines doe hate 
And changed be: yet being rightly wayd 
They are not changed from their firſt eſtate; 
But by their change their being doe dilate : 
And turning to themſelues at length againe, 
Doe worke their owne perfeCtion ſo by fate : 
Then ouer them Change doth notrule and raigne ; 
But they raigneouer change,and doe their ſtates maintaine, 


Ceaſe therefore daughter father to aſpire, 
And thee content thus ro be rul'd by me: 
For thy decay thou ſeckſt by thy deſire; 
But time ſhall come that all hall changed bee, 
Andfrom thenceforth, noneno morechange ſhall ſee. 
So was the Titaneſs put downe and whiſt, 
And Toxeconfirm'd in his imperiallſee. 
Then was that whole afſembly quite diſmiſt, 
And Natar's ſelfe did vaniſh, whither no man wiſt, 


——_ 


— 


The V 111. Canto, wunperfite. 


Of Mutability, and well it way : 


In all things elſe ſhe beares the greateſt ſway. 
Which —_ me loath this ſtate of life ſo tickle, 
Andloue of things ſo vaineto caſt away, 

Whoſe flowring pride, ſofading and ſo fickle, 


Meſeemes , thatthough ſhe all vnworthy were 
Of the Heav'ns Rule ; yet very ſooth to ſay 


I 2 
Hen Tbethinke me on that ſpeech whyleare, Thengin I thinke on that which Natureſayd, 


Of that ſame timewhen no more Change ſhall be, 
But ſtedfaſt reſt of allthings firmely ſtayd 
Vponthepillours of Eternity, 

That is contrayrto Mutabilitie: 

For, all that moueth, dothin Change delight : 

But thence-forth ali ſhall reſt erernally 

With Him that is the God of Sabbaoth highr : 


Short Time ſhallſoon cut down with his conſuming fickle. O that greatSabbaoth God, graunt me that Sabaoths fight. 


FINIS. 
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ww A LETTER OF. THE AV- 
chors,expounding his whole intention in the 
courſe of this worke : which for that it gineth preat 


©. ; | 
Iight to the Reader, for the better ynderſtanding is here- 


vato annexed. 


leigh, Knight, Lo: Wardein of the Stanneries, © 


her MajeFies Lieutenaunt of the Countie of Cornewayll. 


IR, knowing how doubtfully all Alle: 
20ries:may be conſtrued, and this booke 
of mine, which 1 haveentituled 7 he Faery 


COMES Sit darke conceit;, I haue thought good, as 
| {1} well for auoyding of tealous opinions & 

miſcoaſtruQions, as alſo for your better 
lighrin reading thereof, {bcing ſo by you 
commaunded) to diicouer vnto: you the 
| generall intention and meaning, which in 
che whole courſe thereof I haue faſhio- 
ned; withourexpreſsing ofany particular 

purpoſesor by-accidents therein occaſio- 
ned. Thegenerall end therefore of all the booke; is ro faſhion a gentleman 
or noble perſon in verruousand gentle diſcipline. VWhich for char I concei- 
ud ſhould be moſtplauſibleand pleaſing, beeing coloured with an hiſtori- 
| call fiction, the which the moſt part of men delight to read,ratherfor varie- 
tic of matter, then for profit ofthe enfample: I choſe the hiſtorie of King 
| Arthure, as moſt fit for the cxcellencie of hisperſon, beeing made famous 
by many mens former workes, andalſo furtheſt from the danger of enuie, 
and ſuſpicionof preſent time. In which I haue followed all cheanrique Po- 
ers hiſtoricall: firſt Homer, who inche perſons of Agamemnonand Yiyſſes, 
hath etiſampled a good Gouernour anda verruous man,the one in his 2/7, 


ET. the 


To the right noble and valorons, Sir Walter Ra- 


Lucene, being a continued Allegorie, or 
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The Authors Intention, 
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cheother in his 0dy/es : then Yirgil, whoſelike intention was todoe inthe 
erſon of Aeneas : after him Ariofo compriſed them both in his Orlando: 
and lately Taſſo diſſeuered chem againe, and formed both partsintwo per- 
ſons, namely, that part which they in Philoſophy call Ethice, or veriues of 
a private man, coloured in his Rinaldo: The other named Politice in his 
Godfredo. By enſample of which excellent Poers, Tlabourto pourtrai&tin 
Arthare, before hewas King, theimage of a braue Knight , perfefted in 
therwelue priuate morall vertues, as Ari#ofle hath deuiſed, the which is 
the purpoſe of theſe firſt ewelue bookes: which if I find ro be well accepted, 
I may be perhaps encouraged, to frame the other parr of policike verrues in 
his perſon, after thar he came ro bee King. | 

To ſomeTIknowethis method will ſeemediſpleaſant, which had rather 
haue good diſcipline delivered plainly in way of precepts, or ſermoned ar 
large, as they vſe, then thus clowdily enwrappedin Allegoricalldeuiſes. Bur 
ſuch , mee ſceme, ſhould beſarisfied wich the vſe of theſe dayes , ſeeing all 
chings accounted by their ſhowes, and nothingeſteemed of, that is not de- 
lighrfull and pleaſing ro common ſenſe. For this cauſe is Xenophor prefer- 
red before Plats, for that the one in the cxquilite depth of his judgement, 
formedaCommon-wealth ſuch asit ſhould be ; burthe other, in the per- 
ſon of Cyr and the Perſians, faſhioned a gouernment ſuch as might beſt 
be : So much more profitable and gracious isdoQrine by enſample, then 
by rule. So haucTI labouredro doe in the perſon of Arthare : whom I con- 
ceiue,after hislong education by Timon (ro whom hee was by Merlin deli- 
uered to be brought vp, ſo ſoone as hee was borne ofthe Lady Jerayne) to 
haue ſcene inadreameor viſion the Faerie Lucene, with whole excellent 

beaurie rauiſhed, heeawaking, reſolucd to ſeeke her out: and ſo beeing b 
Merlin armed, and by Timon throughly inſtructed, he went to ſeek her Berk 
in Faery Zand. In that Faery Rueene, I meaneglory in my generall inten- 
tion: but in my particular, I conceive the moſt excellent and glorious per- 
| ſon of our ſoucraignethe Queene, and her kingdome in Faery Land. And 
etinſomeplaceselſe, I'doe otherwiſe ſhadow her. For conſidering ſhee 
Leancch rwo perſons, the one of a moſt royall Quecne or Empreſle, the 0- 
cherofa me vertuous and beaurifull Lady, this latter part in ſome places 
Idoe expreſſe in Belphebe, faſhioning her Name according to your owne 
excellent conceitof Cynthia, (Phebe and Cynthia beeing both names of Di- 
ana.) Sointheperſon of Prince Arthare, I {cette foorth Magnificence in 
particular, which vertue, for that (according to 4AriFotleand the reſt) itis 
che perfection of allthe reſt, and containerhinir them all, therefore in the 
whole courſe I mention the deedes of Arthare appliable ro thar vertue, 
which I writeofin that Booke. Burtofthertwelucother vertues, I make xii 
other Knights the Patrons, for the more varictie of the hiſtorie: Ofwhich 
theſe three bookes conraine three. The firſt, ofthe Knighrof che Rederoſſe, 
in whs I expreſle Zolineſſe : The ſecond of Sir G#yon,in whom I ſer foorth 
Temperance : 


The Authors Intention; 


Temperance: The third of Britomartss, a Lady Knight, in whom Ipiture 
Cha#itie. But decaule the beginning of the whole worke ſcemerh abrupt; 
and as depending vpon otheranrtecedents, it needsthat yee know the oc- 
ca(jon of theſe three Knights ſeuerall aduencures. For the merhode of a 
Poer hiſtoricall, is notſuch as of an Hiſtoriographer, For an Hiſtoriogra- 
pher diſcourleth of affairesorderly as they were done, accounting as well 
raetimesas theaCtions; bur a Poetthruſterh into the middeſt; cuen where 
ic moſt concerneth him, and there recourſing to the things forepaſt, and 
diuining of rhingsro come, maketh a pleaſing Analyſis of all. The begin- 
ning therefore of my hiſtorie, it it were to be rold by an Hiſtor1ographer, 
ſhould be the twelfth booke, which is the laſt; where I deuite thatthe Faery 
Lueene kept her Annuall feaſt rwelue daies: vpon which rtwelue ſeucrall 
dayes, ihe occaſions of the twelue ſcueralladuentares hapned , which'bee- 
ing vndercaken by ewelue ſcuerall Knights, arein theſe twelue books ſeue- 
rally handled and diſcourled. | 
The firſt was this: In the beginning of the feaſt, there preſented himſelfe 
a tall clowniſh young man, whofalling before the 2zeen of Faerries,delired 
a boone (as the manner chen was) which during that feaſt ſhe might nor re- 
fule: which was, that hee might haue the archieuement of any aduenture;, 
which during thar feaſt ſhould happen ; that beeing granted, hereſted him- 
ſelfe on the floore, vnfic through his ruſticicie for a berter place. Soone af- 
ter entred a faire Ladie in mourning weedes, riding on a white Aﬀle, witha 
Dwarfebehind herleading a warlike ſteed,that bore the armes of a Knight, 
- and hisſpeare in the Dwarfes hand. Shefalling before che 2 uecene of Fae- 
Yes, complayned thar herfatherand mother, an ancient King & Queene, 
had been by an huge Dragon many yeeres ſhur vpin a brazen Caſtle, who 
thence ſuffered them not ro iffue ; and therfore beſought the Faery 2 neene 
roalsigne herſome one of her Knights to rake on him that exployr. Pre- 
ſently that clowniſh perion vpſtarting, deſired tharaduenture: whercar the 
Qaeene much wondering, and the Lady much gaine-ſaying, yetheearneſt- 
ly importuned his deſire. In che end, the Lady told him, vnleſſe that Ar- 
mour which ſhee brought, would ſerue him (that is, thearmourof a Chri- 
ſtian.man ſpecified by Saint Paul, v. Ephel. ) that hee could nor ſucceed in 
char enterpriſe: which beeing forth-with pur vpon him with due furnicures 
therevnro, he ſeemed thegoodlieſt man inall thar company, and was well 
liked of the Lady. And efrloones taking on him knighthood , & mounting 
on that ſtrange Courler, hee went forth with her on that aduenture; vvhere 
beginnerh the firſt booke, viz. ED 
IA gentle Knight was pricking on the Plaine, &Cc. | 
The ſecond day there cameina Palmer bearing an Infanr with bloodie 
hands, whole Parents he complainedro haue been ſlaine by an Enchaunte- 
refſe called 4craj1a : and therefore craued of the Faery Lueene, to appoint 
him ſome Knighr, to pertorme thar aduencure, which becingalsigned ro 
T 2; Sir 


# The Authors Intention; 


KC 


| j | Sir Guy0n, he preſently went foorth with that ſame Palmer: which is the 
1 beginning of the ſecond booke and the whole ſubie& thereof. The third 
i day there came ina Groome, who complained before the Faery .2 neene, 
* chata vile Enchaunter called Buſirane, had in handa moſt faire Lady called 
Amoretts, whom he kept in moſt grieuous torment, becauſe ſhe would nor 
yecld him the pleaſure ofher body. Whereupon Sir Scudameur the louer 
| of that Lady preſently rooke on him that aduenture. Bur beeing vnable ro 
i performe it by reaſon of the hard Enchauntments, after long ſorrow, in the 
Jl! end met with Brifomarts, whoſuccoured him, and reskewed his loue. 

'W But by occaſion hcereof,many otheraduenturesareintermedled, but ra- 
M ther as Accidents, then intendments: As, the loue of Britomart, the oucr- 
throw of Marinell, the miſeric of Florimell, the vertuouſneſle of Belphebe, 
the laſciuiouſnes of Hellenora, and many the like. 

it Thus much Sir, I hauebriefely ouer-run to dite&t your vnderſtanding to 
Wi! the wel-head ofthe Hiſtory,thar from thence gathering the whole intention 
of the conceir, ye mayasina handfull gripe all chediſcourſe, whichother- 
wiſe may happely ſceme cediousand confuſed. So humbly crauing rhe con- 
einuance of your honourable fauour towards me, and th'eternall eſtabliſh- 


mentof your happines, I humbly rake leaue. 
23. Tatwaric. 158 9. 


» 


De —_— ——___——— _—_—_— 


Yours mo#t humbly affetionate, 


Edam. Spenſer. 
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i» A VISION VPON THIS 
b concelt of the Faery Queene . 


M E thoughtI ſaw thegraue where Laxra lay, 
Within that Temple, where the Veſtall lams 
Was wont to burne; and paſlsing by that way; 
Tolcethatburied duſt of living fame, 
Whole tombe faire [oue, and fairer vertue kept, 
All ſuddenly Ifawthe Faery Queen : 
Ac whoſe approach the ſouleof Petrarch wept, _ 
An« from thence-forth thuſe Graces werenotſeene. 
For theythis Queene attended; inwhoſe lteed 
Obliuion laid hin) downe on Zauras herle : 
c Heereatthe hardeſt ſtones were ſeeneto bleed, 
And grones of buried ghoſts the heauens didperlſe. 
Where Homer; ſpright did trembleall for griefe, 
And curlt th'accelle of that celeſtiall thiefe, 


es 5 Another of the ſame. 
HE praiſe of meaner wits this worke like profit brings, 
eA's doth the(uckees ſong aclight when Philumena ſings, 
Tf rhont haſt formed right true vertnes face heerein : 
Vertue her (elfe can beſt diſterne, towhom they writtenbins 
1f thou haſt beauty praiſd, let her ſole lookes dinine, 
Tadaerf ought therein be amiſſe, and mend it by her eyne. 
. If Chaſt tie want onght,or Temperance her dew, : 
Beho!d her Princely mind aright, and write rhy Queene anew, 
e Meane-while ſhe ſhall perceiue, how far her vertues ſore 
 Aboxg the reach of all that line, or ſuch aswrote of yore: 
eAndiherebymilexcaſe and fanonr thy good will : 
Whoſe vertuecannot be expreft; but by an Angels quill. 
©, Of me nolmer are loud, nor letters areofprice, ' 
_ Of allwhith ſpeake our Engliſh tongue, but thoſe of thy denice, 
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to: 7,5 o the learned Shepheard, 


« " Ld 


A .On-xru,Vbſetby thy new rakentaske, Thy louelyRosat1 x Þ ſcemes now forlome, 
{ome {acred fury hath enricht thy braines, and all thy gentle locksforgotten quight: 
That leades thy Mule 10 haughty verſe ro maske,, Thy changed hart now holds thy pipes in ſcorne, 


and loathe the laics that long to lowely ſwaines. © thoſe prety pipes that did thy mates delight; 


That lifts thy notes from Shepheards vnto Kings, Thoſe truſtie mates, that loucd thee fo well, - . 
So bke the hucly Lake that mountuyg ſings, Whom thou gau'{t mirth : as they gaue thee the bell. . 
1 3- Yer 
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To the learned Shepheard. : 


— uw llf te 


A 


Yee as thou earſt with thy ſweete roundelayes, _ 
diat tirreto glecour laddes in homely bowers : 

So moughtſt thou now in theſe refined layes, 

_ delighrthedainne cares of higher powers. _ 

And ſo moughtrhey in their deepe sKanning Skill, 

Allow and grace our COLL1Ns flowing quill, 


And fajrebefal that Faerie Queene of thine, | 
in whoſe faire eyes loue linkt with vertue fits: 
Enfufing by thoſe beauties fiers diuinc, 
ſuch bigh conceits into thy humble wits, 
As raiſed hath poore paſtors oaten reedes, © 
From rultick tunes, to chaunt heroick deedes. 


So moucht thy Redcroſſe-Knight with happy band 

- victorious bein thatfaire Ilands night: 

Which thou dooſt veilein Type of Famry Land, | 
ELYZAS bleſſed field, that:4 byon hight. 

That ſhields her friends, and warres her mighty foes; 

Yet ſtill with people, peace, and plenve flocs, 


But (iolly ſhepheard) though with pleaſing ſtile; 
thou feaſt the humour of the Courtly traine: 
Let not conceit thy ſetled ſenſe beguile, 
ne daunted be through enuy or difdaine., 
Subie&thy doome to her Empyring ſpright,, T3 
From whencethy Muſe, and all the wor d takes light, 


Hobbynoll. 


Ayre Thamisftreame, that fromL y Þ s ſtately 
Runſt paying tribute to the Ocean ſeas, (towne, 
Let all thy Nymphecs and Syrens of renowne 
Be filent, while this Bryttane OR PH y $playes: 
Neere thy ſweet banks, there lives thatſacred crowne, 
Whoſe hand ftrowes Palme and neuer-dying bayes, 
Letall at once, with thy ſoft murmuring fowne 
Preſent her with this worthy Poets prayes. 
For he hath taught hie drifts inſhepheards weeds, 
And deepe conceits now ſings in Faeries deeds. 


RIF: 


FU Rave Muſes, marchin tryatmph and with praiſes, 
(5 Our Goddeſle heere hath gon you leaucto land: 
And bids this rare diſpenſer of your graces 

Bow downe his brow ynts her ſacred hand, 
Deſerts finds duc in that moſt pep doome, 
In whoſe ſweet breſt are all the Muſes bredde : 
So did thatgreat AvevsrTy 8s carſtin Roome 
With leaues of fame adorne his Poets hedde, 
 Fairebethe guerdon of your Faery Queene, 
Eucn of rhe faireſt ghatthe world hath ſcenes 


H. 3. 


T Hen ſtout Achilles heard of Helens rape, 
\V \/ And what reuenge the States of Greece deuis'd: 
Thinking by leight the fatall warres to {cape 
In womans weedes himſclfe he then diſpuis'd:; : 
Bur this deuiſe 71yſſes ſoone did ſpy, 
* Andbrought him forth, the chance of war to ty. 


When Spen{er ſaw the fame was ſpred ſo large, 
Through Faery-Land, of their renowned Queenes 
Loth that his Muſe ſhould take ſo great a charge, 
As in ſuch haugbry matter to be ſeene, 
To fceme a fhepheard then he madehis choice; 
But Sidney heard him fing, and knew his voice, 


And as 7lyſſes broughtfaire Thetss ſonne 

From his retyred life ro menage armes : 

So Spenſer was by Sidneys ſpeeches wonne, 

To blaze her fame, not tearing future harmes + 
For well he knew, his Muſe would ſoone be tyred 
In herhigh praiſe, that allthe world admired. 


Yet as Achilles in thoſe warlike frayes, 

Did win the Palme from all the Grecian Peeres : 

So Spenſer now to his immorrtall praiſe, 

Hath wonne the Laurell quite from all his feeres, 
What though his taske exceedahumaine wit, 
Heis cxcus'd, fith Sidney thought it fir, 


oF. doe 


L O looke vpon a worke of rare deuiſe 
Thewhich aworkman (-tteth out to view; 
And not to yeelditthe deſerucd priſe, 
That vato ſuch a workmanſhip is dew, 
Doth citherprouc the judgement to be naught; 
Or elſe doh ſheiv a mind with enuy fraught. 


To labour ts commend a peece of worke, 
Which no man goes about to diſcommend, 
Would raiſe aicalous doubt, that there did lurke 
Some ſecret doubt, whereto the praiſe did tend. 
For when men know the goodnes of the wine; 
T'is necdleflefor the hoaſt to haue a figne. 


Thus then to ſhew my indgementto be ſuch 


- As candiſcerne of colours black, and white, 


As alls to free my mind from enuiestuch, 

That never piues to any man hisright, 
I heere pronouncethis workmanſhip is ſuch; 
As that no pen can ſer it forth roo much, 


And thus I hang a garland at the dore, 
Not for to ſhew the goodnes of the ware: 
But ſuch hath been the cuſtome heeretofore; - 
And cuſtomes very hardly broken are. 
And when your taſtcſ1all teil youthis is trews 
Then jooke you giue your hoaſt his rmoſtdemy 
Ignoto. 
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To _ ro honourable Sir Crittpher ty 
Lord high Channcelor of England, <> 


(*..*) 


Hoſe prudent heads, that with their counſels wiſe 
Whilome the pillours of ch'carch did {uſtaine, 
And taught ambitious Reme to tyrannilc, 
And in theneck of all the world co raine, 
Ofr from thoſe graue affaires were wonrabſtaine; 
With the ſweer Lady Mules for to play: 
So Enmms the elder Aﬀricane, 
So Maro oft did Ceſars cares allay 
So you great Lord, that with your counſell fyay 
The burden of this kingdome mightily, 
With like delights ſomerimes may cke delay 
The rugged brow of carefull Policie: 
And to theſe idle rimes lcndlittle ſpace, 
Which for their citles lake may find more grace. 
ES 


To the right honourable the Eo. Burleigh, Lord 


high Treaſurer of England. 
g © 0 you right noble Lord, whoſe carefull bref 


To menage of moſt graue affaires # bent, 
And on whoſe mightie ſhoulders mot doth reſt 
The burden of this kingdomes gouernment, 
As the widecompaſſe of the firmament, 
On Atlas mighty ſhoulders is vpFaid ; 
Pnfitly Ttheſe idle rimes preſent, 
The labour of loſt time, and wit vnſtaid : 
Yet if their deeper ſenſe be inly waid, 
And the dim veile, with which from common view 
Their fairer parts are hid, aſide be laid, 
Perhaps not vaine they may appeare to yon. 
Such as they be, vouthſafe them to receaue, 
Ana wipe their fanlts out of your cenſure graue. 


q 4: To 


2 ERECT SE 
Fg IX da TR A - 


Sat ”" 4D = 


PIR - - 
no-cd. c—_ - IG. CIS TEAAIE EL, 
Vo 1 APES AIDS >; > VEAL, Hes AID LIB ts Va” - Wory! Bog tn A PA en fn tence ha 
On PR CY WE UE SITES frag < D 


—_ 9 


_ =_ =_ = — — - — OO nn nt - y "I 
— —— = wr « 2 
_ _ : - . = = = _ = E _ DE SES . 8 _ -_ : | Ds £7 <a - a co - ——_ ee Pune OOH atnus KDE EDIPID IE o 
F r T - 5 T :—_—_ = ww KS DEE 4 Z i Y, EE EEE, "IF = : REELS NTT IE" : : RLDIIEFRAGE = ko _—_ - — - - : eg erg CE I ESI Sn SS 
a MNTIT DRES Eb us ol an) 23-3 a be Eee roo Gln oh 7 hs or, Safe” a - TS Lf bf RD Wo Dons” = _—_—— es Ss % I 0m handener rang abc Ws 6 : - 8 = - — ee ES er, En —  IELOCTEN IN 7 - ——_ 
_ —_ OI IO _ _— 4 — o Cas” R - ” IE ET % P_ _ 4 - i D— ——_—_ bps —_— CI SRO EZRA WAR SURGERIES 38-3 men DICER EDDIE IRIS - neem yp—o——_——_———— p—_—_ 
- + - —_ A S- Lage of ys Bp ei on : - 8 Wn tie $2 73% ER wit p 200 ans. 24 14 = = — cn __——__——— —— 3 Y - = 
rms DEI Sen n . . + nr _ - : - : = 
> —— 7" W—_—e—yw rene - x s - ence EA! DIR: ” 5 , o - a p i - "YE OL EIN” a g fwd a . : - " 
? D . WS Linn RIS on oth = CL  EIIES mo + evetetecertehoo>-ocem gcc am OILY Bod EDS Be tubes Mad i « " FY arlecdain lied dine ied — <b_ s _ 
« —— em ret urn CS eee er era ee er ener OI ee I IE DNS cn nn Fee nee Nee er II res 


noon an ene ood” 
ren 


tes / - - TH>e* — 

"ICI » _ Pf - 4 25 = 
- = - - © m - J ) / >= DNF 0 DW a 
CARLY TW BY ————X"X>\ ALAS Y _qS=XY}j JAWS © EE >" 


- 
f 
- , - 
» : [ wr_ 4 j-—7 - 
, be Me F*/ __ p— 
- {5 ” = -- - , 
= 4 __ 7. = p "nh 4 ==> 6 4 
ON! = WHOA UL SL a" COL aw > == h > \ - EIIIY .- - ——c ood. m———o-— [Y 
F, 4, — oo - = - = 7. 2 4, = hy A y ( —_ —* W-- AXYLLLLILLY LO. 3 
+414 ALICE 4 pu - - M-/ = ——— = - \ - "9 ; 
=. _-©—_- - s QC , C2 7; [] — DJ UC - : i MY / -/ SELEXLALLS - 
LE =——" AS Hu CHIP ISP a G SHEMSrnnnn apo FE 
— =. "T5 i % <4 Da - 
- - _— 


—= == 22D {—] - 


To the right honourable the Earle of Oxenford, 


Lord high Chamberlaine of England. 


Eceiue moſt noble Lord, in gentle gree, 
4 \ The vnripe fruite of an viready.wit: 
Which by thy countenaunce doth crave to bee 
| _Defendedfrom foule Enuies poyſhous bit. 
Which ſo to doe may thee right well beſir, 
Sith ttrantiqueglory of thinc anceſtry 
Vnder a ſhady veile is therein writ, 
Andeke thine owne long liuing memory, 
Succeeding them in truenobiliry : 
Andalſo for theloue, which thou dooſt beare 
Toth Heliconian Imps,and they to thee 3 
They vnto thee, and thou to them moſt deare: 
Dearcas thou artvnto thy ſelfe, olone 
Thar loues and honours thee, as doth behoue. 
E. 


$& To the right honourable the Earle of 
Northumberland. 


T He ſacred Muſes haue made alwaies clame 
To be the Nourſes of Nobility, 
And Regiſires of enerlating fame, 
Toall that armes profeſſe and chenalry. 
Then by like right the noble Progeny, 
Which them ſucceed in fame and worth, aretyde 
T*embrace the ſernice of ſweet Poetry, 
By whoſe endeuours they are glorifide, 
CAndekefromall, of whom it « enuide, 
Topatroni7e the authour of their praiſe, 
Which giues them life, that elſe would ſoone hane dide, 
_Andcrownes their aſhes with immortallbates, 
To thee therefore,right noble Lord, 1ſend 
This preſent of my paines,it #0 defend. 
| E. S$. 


{» Io the right honorable the Earle 
of Cumberland. 


R Fdoubred Lord, in whoſe courageous mind 
A. The flowreof cheualry now blooſming faire, 
Dorth promiſe fruic worthy the noble kind, 
Which of their praiſes haveleft you the hairez 
Toyou this humblepreſent I prepare, _ 
For loue of vertueand of Martiall praile. 
To which chough nobly ye inclined are, 
As goodly well yeſhewd in latcaſlaies, 
Yet brave caſample of long paſſed daies, 
In which crue honour ye rmay faſhiond ſee, 
Tolike deſire of honour may yeraiſe; 
 Andfillyour mind with magnanimitce. 
Receive it Lord therefore as it was ment, 


For honor of yournameand high deſcent. 
Ex - Is 


To the moit honourable and excellent Loyd, the Earle 
of Eſſex, Great Maiſter of the Horſe to her Highneſſe 5 and 
Knight of the Noble order of the Garter, &&. 


\ A 4enificke Lord, whoſe vertues excellent 
Doe merit a moZt famous Poets wit, 
Tobe thy liuing praiſes inftrument 
| Tet doemot ſdeigne, to let thy name be writ 
Tn thes baſe Poeme, for thee far unfit. 
Nouzht is thy worth diſparaged thereby: 
But when my Muſe, whoſe feathers nothing flit 
Doe yet but flagge, and lowly learne tofly 
With bolder wing ſhall dare aloft to fly 
To the laſt praiſes of this Facry Queene, 
Then ſhall it make more famous memory = 
Of thine Heroicke parts, ſuch as they beene. 
Till then vouthſafe thy noble countenaunce, 
To theſe firſt labours needed Jar, 
E. S. 
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{> To the right honourable the Earle of 
Ormond and Ofſorie_. 


Eceiue moſt noble Lord a {imple raſte 
Ofthe wilde fruit, which ſavage ſoyle hath bred, 
Which beeing through long wars lefc almoſt waſte, 
With brutiſh barbariſme1s oucrſpred: 
And info fairea Land, as maybe red, 
Nor one Parnaſ/z, nor one Helicon 
Left for (\veet Mules to be harboured, 
Bur where thy ſelfe haſt thy braue manſion; 
Therein deed dwell faire Graces many one, 
And gcntle Ny mphes,delights of learned wits, 
And in thy perion without Paragone 
Ajl goodly bounty and true honour ſits. 
Such rhercfore, as that waſted ſoyle doth yield, 


Recciue deare Lord in worth, the fruic of barren field. 
| © ns = 


To the right honourable the Ls. Ch. Howard, Lo. 


high Admirallof England, Knight of the noble order of the Garter, 
and one of her Mateſties priuie Councell, &c. 


A NA yee, brane Lord, whoſe goodly perſonage, 
And noble deeds each other garniſhing, 
Make you enſample to the preſent age, 
Of th'old Heroes, whoſe famous of spring 
The antique Poets wont ſo much to ſing, 
In this ſame Pageant hane a worthy place, 
Sith thoſe huge ca#les of Caſtilian king, 
That vainly threatned kingdoms to diſplace, 
Like flying Dones ye did before you chace ; 
And that proud people woxen inſolent 
Through many victories, didſt fir it deface: 
Thy praiſes eaerlafting monament 
Is in this verſe engrauen ſemblably, 
That it may line to all peerity. 
E. S. 


> 


To the right honourable the Lord of Hunſdon, 


High Chamberlaine to her Maie#je. 


Enowned Lord, that for your worthineſſe 
Andnoble deeds haue your delerued place, 
Highin the fauour of thar Empereſle, 
The worlds ſole glory, and her ſexes grace; 
Heere eke of right haue you a worthy place; 
Both for your necrnels to chat Faery Queen, 
And for your owne high merit inlike caſe: * 
Of which, apparant proofe was to be ſeene, 
When that tumultuous rage and fearefull deene 
Of Northerne rebels yedid pacific, 
And their diſloyall powre defaced clene, 
Therecord of enduring memory. © 
Live Lord for euer in this laſting verſe, 
Thar all poſteritic chy honor may reherſe. 
E. $: 


© To the moſt renowned and valiant Lord;the 
Lord Grey of Wilton, Knight of the noble 
order of the Garter, &c. | : 
M OF noble Lord, the pilloy of my life, 
And Patrone of my Muſes pupillage, 
Through whoſe large bountie poured on merife, 
In the fir it ſeaſon of my feeble ave, 
1now dave liue, bound yours by vaſſalage + 
Sith nothing euer may redeeme, nor reaue 
Out of your endleſſe debt ſo ſure a page, 
Vonchſafe in worth this [mall gift to yeceaue, 
Which in your noble hands for pledge Theawe 
Of all the re#t, that Tam tyde Faccount: 
Rude rimes, the which a ruſtick Muſe did weane 
In ſanage ſoyle, far fromParnaſſlo wount, = 
And roughly wrought in an vnlearned Loomes © 
The which vowchſafe drere Lord, your PO drome. 
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ight honourable the Lord of Buckbur#l, 


Tothet 
one of her Maieties priuie Conncell. 


N vainelI thinke (right honourable Lord) 
By this rude rime romemorize thy name; 
Whoſe learned Muſe harh wric her ownerccord, 
In golden verſe, worthy immorrall fame: 
Thou much more fir, (were leiſure to the ſame) 
Thy gracious Soueraignes praiſes co compile. 
Aid herimperiall Maieſtic to frame, 
In loftie numbers and heroick ſtile. 
Bur ſich chou maiſt not fo, giueleauea while 
To baſer wir, his power therein to ſpend, 
Whoſe groſle defaults thy daincie pen may file, 
And vnaduiſed oucrlightsamend. 
Bur cuermore vouchſafe it ro maintaine 


Againſt vile Zoylas backbitings vaine. 
BE, S. 


© To the right honourable Sir Fr. WalſmghanL,, 
Knight, principall Secretarie to her Maieſtte, and 


of her honourable priuie Councell. 


T Hat Mantuane Poets incompared ſpirit, 
Whoſe girland now is ſet in bigheſt place, 
Had not Mecoenas for hi worthymerit, 
It firſt aduaun#t to great Auguſtus grace, 
Might long (perhaps ) haue lien in ſilence bace, 
Ne been ſo much admir'd of later age. 
Thu lowely Muſe,that learnes like ſteps to trace, 
Flies for like aide vnto your Patronage, 
That are the great Mecoenas of the age; 
As well to all that cinill artes profeſſe, 
As thoſe that are inſpir'd with Martiall rape; 
And cranes protettion of her feebleneſſe; 
Which if ye yeeld, perhaps ye may her raiſe 
Inkigger tunes to ſaund your Ongproe. 
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Lord and moſt valiant Capraine, Sir Joh. Norris, 
Knight, Lord Preſident of Mounſter. 


V T Hocuer gaue more honourable prize 

To the ſweet Muſe, then did the Martiallcrew; 

That their brauc deeds ſhe might immorralize 

In her ſhrill romp, and ſound theirpraiſes dew? 
Who then ought moreto fauour her, then you 

Moſt noble Lord, the honor of this age, 

And Precedent of all that Armes enſue? 

Whoſe warlike proweſſe and manly courage, 
Tempred with realon and aduizement fage 

Harh fild ad Belgick with viRtorious ſpaile, 

In France and Ireland letra famous gage, 

And lately ſhak't the L»ſ12antay ſoile. 
Sith chen cach where chou haſtdiſſpred thy fame, 
Loyc him, that hath etcrnized your name. 

" | E. #8. 


Tothe noble and yalorous Knight,Sir Wal. Raleigh, Lo. War- 


dein of the Stanneryes; and Licutenaunt of Cornyaile. 


*O thee that art the Sommers Re ringate, 
. & Thy ſoueraigne Goddeſſes mo## deare delight, 
Why ave Iſend this ruitick Madrigale, 
That may thy tunefull eare vnſeaſon quite ? 
Thos onely fit this Argument towrite, 
Is whoſe high thoughts Pleaſare hath built her bowre, 
And dainty lone learnd ſweetly to endite. 
My rimes 1 knowe vn{anory and ſowre, 
To taſte the ſlreames, that like @ golden ſhowre 
Flowe from thy fruitfull head, of thy Lones praiſe, 
Fitter perhaps to thunder Martiall ſiowre, 
Ilhen ſo thee lift thy loftie Maſe to raiſe : 
Tet till that thou thy Poeme wilt make knowne, 
Let thy faire Cinthias praiſes be thus rudely ſhowne. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONORA- 
ble and moſt vertuous Lady, the Counteſſe 
of Penbroke_. 


Emembrance of that moſt Heroick {pirit, 

The hcavens pr1de, the glory of cur dates, 
Which now triumphech through immortcall merit 
Of his brave vertues; crownd with laſting baies 

Of heavenly bliis and eucriaſting praies; 
Who firſt my Muſe did lift out of the flore, 
\ Toſing his (weer delights in lowlie laies3 
Bids me 1noft noble I.2dy ro adore 
His goodly imageliuingeuermore, 
In thediuine reſemblance of your face; 
Which with your vertues ye embelliſh more, 
And native beautie deck wich hcauenly grace: 
For his, and for your owne cfpeciall lake, 
Vouchfate from him this roken in good worrh to takes 
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THE 
SHEPHEARDS 
CALENDER: 


CONTAINING 
TVVELVE AGLOGVES, PRO- 


PORTIONABLE TO: THE TWELVE 
MONETHS. 


ENTITFLED Ces | 

To the Noble and yertuous Gentleman, moſt | 
worthy of all titles, both of learning and chi- 
ualrie, Maſter Philip Sidney. | 
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FRYERS: AT LONDON, 
Printed by H. L. for Mathew Lownes, and are to 


be fold at the figne of the Biſhops head in 


Paules Church-yard, 1 611- 
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| Goe,little Booke: thy ſelfe preſent, 

As child whoſe parent 1 vnkent, 
Tobim that t the preſident 
Of nobleneſſe and chiualrie: 
eAnd if that Enuy barke at thee, 
eA-s ſureit will, for ſuccour flee 

Under the (hadow of bis wing. 
eAnd,arked who thee forth did bring, 
A ſhepheards ſwaine ſay did thee ſing, 
All as hu flraying flocke he fedde 
And when hi hunor hath thee redde, 
Craue pardon for thy hardy-head. 

But if that any aske thy name, 
Say thou wert baſe begot with blame: 
For why thereof thou takeſt ſhame. 
 eAnd when thou art paſt ieopardie, 
Come tell me what was ſaid of mee, 
eAnd [ill ſend more after thee. 


Immerito. 
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TO FHE MOST EXCEEEENT 
and learned, both Oratour and Poet, maſter 
Gabriel Harueyghus verie ſpeciall and ſingular gocd friend, &., &, 


commendeth the good liking of this his good labour, and the 
parronage of che new Poer. 


'S) Neonth, wnki7t , aide the old famous Poet Chancer x 
2 whom for his excellencic and wonderfull skili in ma- 
-= king, his {choller Z/dgare, a woorthy {cholter of {o ex- 


— 


>> Ccllent a maſter, calleth cheloadſtarrc of our language» 


< 


> 2A and whom our Colin Cloat in his Eglogue callech 7y- 
FE / tirws, the God of Shepheards; comparing him to the 
- 29 © worthineſs of the Roman Tyrirws,Yirgil. Which pro- 
uerbe, mine owne good friend M. Harney, asinthatgood old poet, it ſerued 
well Pindari purpoſe, for the bolſtering of his bawdic brocage, ſo very wel 
caketh place inthis our new Poer, who for that heis vncourh (as ſaid Chau- 
cer) is vnkiſt; and vnknown to moſt men, is regarded burofa fewe. Bur I 
doubt nor, ſo ſooneas his name ſhall come into theknowledge of men, and 
his worthineſle be ſounded inche trumpe of Fame, but thar heſhall be nor 
. onely kiſt, bucalſo beloued of all, embraced of the moſt, and wondred ar of 
the beſt. No leſle, I chinke,deſerueth his wictinefſe in deuiting, his pithineſſe 
in vttering, his complaint of foue ſo louely, his diſcourſes of pleaſure lo pleas 
ſancly, his paſtorall rudeneſſe, his morall wiſeneſſe, his due obſeruing of De- 
cornm euerie where, in perſonages, in ſeaſons, in matter, in ſpeech , and ge- 
nerally, inall ſeemelie ſimplicicie ofhandling his matters, and framing his 
words: the which of many things chart in him be ſtrange, I know wiil ſeeme 
the ſtrangeſt; the wordes chemſclues beeing ſo ancient, the knitting of them 
ſo ſhorcand intricate, andthe whole period and compaſle of his {peech to 
dclighrſome for the roundneſſe, and ſograuefor the ſtrangenefie. And firſt 
of the words to ſpeake, I grant they be ſomething hard,and of moſt men vn- 
vied, yer both Engliſh, and alſo vſed of moſt excellent Authours, and moſt 
famous poets. In whom, when as this our poer harh beene much rrauailed 
and throughly read, how could ir be (as that worthy Oracour ſaid) burchar 
walking in the Sunne, alchough for other cauſe hee walked , yer needes hee 
muſt be ſunne-burnt ; and having theſound of thoſe ancient poets ſtillring- 
Ing in his carcs, hee mought needs in ſinging, hit out ſome of cheirrunes, 
Bur whether hee vieth chem by ſach caſualtieand cuſtome,or of ler pu To 
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THE EPIST1 CE 


andchoile, as thinking the fitteſt for ſuch ruſticall rudenefle of Shepheards; 
cither forthat their rough ſound would make his rimes more ragged and ru- 
ſticall: or elſe becauic ſuch old and obGHlere words are moſt vied of Coun- 
try folke; ſure I chinke,and thinke I chinke not amille, thar they bring great 
grace, and as one would ſay, authoritiero the verſe. For albe, amongſt maiiy 
other faults, it ſpecially be obic&ed of Yalla, againſt Zine, ang of other 
inſt Salut, that with ouer-much ſtudie they afteR anriquitie, as couering 
chereby credence, and honour of elder yeeres; yer l am of opinion, and cke 
the beſt learned are of the like, that thoſe ancient folemne words, arc a great 
ornament, both in the one, and in theother: the one labouring ro ſer foorth 
in his worke an eternall image ofantiquitie, and the other carctully dilcour- 
{ing matters of grauitie and importance. For, if my opinion faile not, 7:7 
inthat booke, wherein he endeuourcthto let forth the patrerne of a pertect 
Oractor, ſaich, thar oft-timesan ancient word makcth the ſtile feeme grauc, 
and as it were reuerend, no otherwiſe then we honour and reuerence gray 
haires,foracertainercligiousregard, which we haue of old age. Yerneither 
cuery where muſtold wordes be ſtuffed in, nor the common Dialect,& ma- 
ner of ſpeaking ſo corrupted thereby, thar as in old buildings, it ſeeme dil- 
orderlie and ruinous. But as in moſt exquiſire piQtures,they vic to blazeand 
portrair, nor onely the daintielineaments or beaurie, buralſoroundabourir 
co ſhadow the rude thickersand craggie clifts, that by the baſeneſle of ſuch 
parts, more excellencic may accrew to the principall ( for oftentimes wee 
ftinde our ſclues, I know nor how, ſingularly delighted with the ſhew of ſuch 
naturall rudenefle , and take grear pleaſure in that diſorderly order) : eucn 
ſodoe thoſe roughand harſh rearmes, enlumineand make more clecrely ro 
appearethe brightnefle of braue and glorious words. So,ofcentimes, a dif- 
cord in muſicke maketh a comely concordance: ſo great delight rooke the 
worthie poet Alcews, to behold a blemiſh inthe joynt of a well-ſhaped bo- 
die. Bur ifany will raſhly blame ſuch his purpoſe in choice of old & vawon- 
red words, him may I morceiuſtly blameand condemne, cither of witleſle 
headineflc in iudging , or of heedleſle hardinefſe in condemning : for not 
marking the compaſſe of his bent, he will judge of che lengrh of his caſt. For 
1n my opinion, it is one eſpeciall praiſe of many, whichare dueto this poet, 
thar hehath laboured to reſtoreas rotheir rightfull heritage, ſuch goodand 
naturall Engliſh words, as hauebeen long timeout of vie, and almoſt cleane 
disherited. VVhich is the onely cauſe, that onr mother tongue, which trulic 
of itſelfeis both full enough forprole, & ſtately enough for verſe, hath long 
time been counted moſt bareand barrenof both, Which defaulc, when as 
ſome endeuoured to falueand recure, they patched vp the holes withpecces 
and ragges of other languages ; borrowing heere of the French,there of the 


 Tralian, cuery where ofthe Latine; not weighing how ill choſe rongues ac- 


cord with themſelucs, bur much worle with ours: So now they haue made 
ourEngliſh ronguea gal:imaufrey, or hodgepodge of all other ſpeeches. 
| Other 
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THE *'EPISTERÞ 


Other-ſome, nor ſo well ſcene in the Engliſh tongue, asperhaps in other 
languages, itthey happen to heare an old word, albeit very nacurall and fie- 
nificant, cry out ſtraight way, that we ſpeake no Eneglifh , bur gibberith, or 
rather, ſuch asin old cime Exanders mother ſpake: whoſe firſt ſhameis,char 
they are noraſhamed, in their owne mother tongue, tobce counted ftran- 
2crs,andaliens. The ſecond ſhameno lefle then the firſt, that whar hey vn- 
derſtand nor, they ſtraighrway deemetobelenfelefle, & notarall ro be vn- 
derftood: Much like to the Mole in Ae/ops fable, rhar beeing blind her{clfe, 
would inno wiſc be perlwaded that any beaſt could fee. The laſt, more 
ſhamefullthen both, thar ofcheir ownecountry and naturall {peech (which 
rogether with their Nurſes milkethey lucked) they haueſo baſeand baſtard 
indgement,thatthey will not onely theſclues norlabour cogarniſh & beau. 
tific ir, burallo repine,thar of ocher ic ſhould be embelliſhed; Likero the dog 
in che manger, that him{elfecan care nohay, & yer barketh ac the hungrie 
bullock, thar {o faine would feed : whoſe curriſh kinde, chough ir cannor bee 
keptfro barking, yer I conne chem thank char they refraine from byring. 

Now, for the knitting of ſentences, which they call che toynrs & mem- 
bers thereof, & forall the compaſſe of the ſpeech, ir is round without rough- 
neſſe and learned withour hardneſſe, ſuch indeedas may be perceiued of che 
lcaſt, vnderſtood of the moſt, buriudged onely of the learned. For whar in 
moſt Engliſh wrirers verh ro belooſe. and as it were vnright,in this Author 
is wellgrounded, finely framed, and Rronglic truſſed vp together. In regard 
whereof, I ſcorne and {pew out therakchelly rout of our ragged rymers (tor 
{o themſelues vie to hunt rhe letcer) which withoutlearning boaſt, withour 
1udgement tangle, withour reaſon rage and fome, as if ſome inſtin&t of poe- 
ricall ſpirit had newly rauiſhed chem aboue the meanneſſc of common capa- 
Citie. And beeing in the midſt of all their braucrie, ſuddenly, eitherfor wanc 
of matter, or riine, or hauing forgorten their former conceir, they ſeeme to 
be lo pained & trauailed in their remembrance, as ir werea woman in child- 
birch, or as char ſame Pyrhia, when the traunce came vpon her: 0s rab/dum 
fera corda domans,@vc. 

Neuerthelefſe, terthem a Godsnamefeed on their owne folly, fo they 
ſecke nor todarken che beames of others glorie. As forColiz, vnder vyhole 
perſon the Authorsſelfeis ſhadowed, how farre he is from ſuch vaunted ti- 
cles, and glorious ſhewes, both himſelfeſheweth, where heſairh : 

Of Muſes Hobbinoll, 7 conne no 5kll. And 
Fnough i me to paint out my unreſt, &c. 

Andalfoappearech by thebaſeneſſe of the name, wherein it ſeemerh hee 
choſe rather ro vnfold greatmatter ofargument couercly,chen proteſsing ir, 
not ſaffice thereto accordingly.VVhich moued him rather in Acglogues che 
otherwiſe to wrire; doubting perhaps hisabiliry,which he lictlenceded; or 
minding to furniſh our rongue with this kind.wherein it faulterhzor follow- 


ing one example of chebeſt & moſt _—_ poets, which deuiledrhis kinde 
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of writing, bccing both ſo bale for the matter, and homely for themancr,ar 
the fixſtro tric their habilitics : ike as young birds, that be newlic crept our 
of theneſt, by iittieand little firſt prooue their tender wings, before rhey 
makea greater flight. So flew Theocritme,as you may perceiue hee was !- 
readic full fledged. So flew Firgzl, asnor yer well fecling his wings. So flew 
Mantaanc,as nor bceing full fomd, So Petrarque, So PBoccace. SO Marot, 
$ana24rnt,andallo diueric other excclient both Italian and ! rcnch pocts, 
whole footing this Authour cucry where followerh : yer ſoas few, but they 
be well ſented, cancrace him our. So finally flicth this our new Poct, as 2 
bird wholeprincipals be (carce growne our, bur yeras one that in time ſhall 
beable to keepe wing with the beſt. 

Now,as touching the generail drifrand purpoſe of his Aeglogues,] mind 
not to ſay much, himſclte ſabouring ro coccale it. Onely this appearerh, thar 
his vnſtaied youth had long wandercdin the common Labyriarh of Louc, 
in whichtime, to mitigate &allay the hearc of his pals1on, or cl{cto warne 
(as hee faith) che young ſhepheards| kis equals and companions ]of his vn- 
fortunate folly, he compiled theſe twetue Acglogues;which for thar they be 
proportioned to the ſtatcof the twelue Moneths, he tearmeth it the Shep- 
heards Calemder, applying an old name toa new worke. Hecrevnto haucl 
addeda certaine Glofle or (cholion, for the expoſition of old wordes, & 
harder phraſes ; which mannerof glaſsing and commenting , well I wore, 
will ſceme ſtrange and rare in our tongue: yet, for ſo much as I knew, many 
cxccllentand proper denies, both in wordsand matrer, would pafle in the 
{peedie courſe of reading, eitheras vnuknowne, or asner marked ; &thatin 
this kind,as in other wee might be equall to thelearned of other nations, I 
thoughr good rotake the painesvpon me, the rather forthar by mcanesof 
ſome familiar acquaintanceI was made priuiero his counſaile & lecrer mea- 
ning inthe, asal{oin ſundry other works of his. VVhich albeit ! knowe hee 
nothing ſo much hateth, as to promulgate, yet thus much haue I aduenci- 
red vpon his friendſhip, himlelfe being for long rime far eſtranged, hoping 
that this will the rather occaſion him, ro pur foorth dwerle other excellent 
works of his, which {leep in ſilence, as his Dreams, his Legends, his Court 
of Cupid, & ſundry others, whoſe comendationto ſet out, were very vainc, 
the things chough worthy of many, yerbecing knowne to few. Theſe my 
preſent paines, if roany they be pleaſurable, or profitable , be you iudge, 
mine owne maiſter Harwez,to whom I have both in reſpc& of your worthi- 
neſſe generally, & otherwiſe vpon ſome particnlar & (peciall conſiderations, 
vowed this my labour, &the maidenhead of this our common friends poc- 
tric, himſelte hauing already inthe beginning dedicated it ro rhe Nobleand 
worthy Gentleman, the right worſhipfull maiſter Philip Sidney , a ſpeciall 
fauourcr & maintainer of all kinde of learning. Whole cauſe, I pray you 
lirif enuic ſhall ſftirrevpany wrongfullaccuſarion, defend with your migh- 
ty Rheroricke, and other yourrath gifrs of earning , as you can, and _ 

with 


T1HE-EPISTER 


with your good will,as you ought, againſt che malice & outrage of ſb many 
cncmics, as I know will be fer on fire wita the ſparks of his kindfed geloric. 
And thus recommending the Authour vnto you, as vnto his moſt ſpeciail 
good irtend, and my lelfevnto you both, as one making ſingular account of 
ewo lo very good & {o choile friends, Ibid you both moſt inrcily farewell, 
& commit you & your commendable ſtudies ro the tuition ofthe greacelt. 


Your owneaſſuredly to be 
commannyaded, E. K. 


Po#t [cv. | 
N Ow Irruſt, M. Haraey, that vpon ſight of your ſpeciall friends and 
fellow poets dooings, or clle for enuic of lo many worchy Quidains, 
which catch atthe garland which ro you alone is due, you will be periwa- 
ded ropluckoutof the hateful darknels,chole io many excellencEngliſh po- 
emsof yours, which lic hid, and bring them foorch to erernall lighc. Truſt 
me,you doe tkem great wrong, in depriuing them ofthe deſired tunne, and 
allo yourlelte, in ſmothering your deſerued praiſes, and all men gencrally, 
in with- holding from chem {o diuine pleaſvres, which they might concewe 
of yourgallanc Engliſh verſes, as chey hauealready done of your Latine po- 
ems, whichin my opinion, both for invention andelocution, are very dc! 
caceand tuperexcellent. And thus againe, I rake my leaue of my good MM. 
Harucy. From my lodging art London, the tenth of Aprill. : 57 9. 
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T whole Booke-. 


1ttle, I hope, needeth me at large to diſcourſe the firſt o- 
I riginall of Acglogues haning alreadic tonchea the ſame. 
- But, for the word MU eelognes, Iknowe & vnknowne to 
T5 > moſt, andalſo mitaken of ſome the beit learned (as they 
J- thinke) 1will ſay ſomewhat thereof becing not at all im- 
I-76 pertinent tomy preſent turpoſe. 
5 5 Ps a Theywere firit of the Greekes , the inuentours of 
them. called Acglogas, as it were, Acgon, or Aeginomon logi, that & Gote- 
heards tales. For although in Virgil and others , the ſpeakers be more Shep- 
h:ards, then Goatheards, yet Theocritus, in whom & more gronnd of autho- 
ritie then in Virgil, this ſpecially from that derining, as from the firit head & 
wvell-ſpring the whole inuention of gr _Aeglognes , maketh Goatebeards 
the perſons and Authors of hu tales, Thus beeing, who ſeeth not the groſneſſe 
of ſuch as by colour of learning would make vs beleene, that they are more 
rightly tearmed Eclogai, as they would ſay, extraordinarie aiſcourſes of on- 
neceſſarie matter : which definition, albe in ſubitance and meaning it avree 
with the nature of the thing, yet no whit anſwereth with the Analyſis e&> in- 
terpretation of the word. For they be not tearmed Eglogz, Aezlogues : which 


ſentence this Authour verie well obſeruing, vpon good indeement, thongh 


indeede fewe Goatheards baue to doe herein, neuerthelefſe aoubteth not tocall 
them by the vjed and beſt knowne name , Other curious diſcourſes heereof I 
reſerne topreater occaſion . 

Theſe twelue Aeglogues enery where anſwering to the ſeaſons of the twelue 
Moneths, may be well dimded into three formesor rankes, For either they be 
Plaintine, as the fir it, the ſixt, theelenenth, and the twelfth : or Recreatine, 
ſuch as all thoſe be which containe matter of lone, or commenaation of ſpeciall 
perſonages: or Morall, which for the moſt part be mixed with ſome Satyri- 
callbi;terneſſe ;namelythe ſecond of reverence due to old age, the fift of colou- 
red deceit, the ſeauenth and ninth of diſſolute Shepheards and Pa#tors, the 
tenth of contempt of Poetrie and pleaſant wits. Ana to this diniſion may eue- 
rie thing heerein be reaſonably applied : a few onely except, whoſe ſpecial pur- 
poſe a meaning 1 am not prinie to, And thus much generally of theſe twelae 

| Aeglogaes. 


THE ARGVMENT. 


Acglogues. Now will we ſpeake particularly of all, and first of the fir#, which 
he calieth by the fir ft Monethes name, 1anuarie : wherein to ſome he may [ceme 
fowly to haue faulted,in that he erroniouſly beginneth with that Woneth, which 
beginneth not the yeere. For it us well knowne, and ſtoutly maintained vvuith 
ſtrong reaſons of the learned, that the yeere beginneth in March: for then the 
ſannerenueth hi finiſhed courſe, and the ſeaſonable Spring refreſheth rhe 
earth,and the pleaſaunce thereof beeing buried in the ſadneſſe of the dead if in- 
ter, now worne away, renineth, 

Thu opinion maintaine the old Atrologers and Philoſophers , namelie, the 
reuerernd Andalo, and Macrobius,in his holy daies of Saturne : which account 
alſo was generally obſerued,hoth of Grecians & Romans. But ſauins the leaue 
of ſuch learned heads,we maintaine a cuftome of counting the ſeaſons from the 
Moneth Ianuary,upon a more ſpeciall cauſe then the heathen Philoſophers euer 
could conceine : that ts, for the incarnation of our mightie Sauiaur,& eternall 
Redeemer the Lord Chriſt, who as the renewing the ſtate of the decaied World, 
ani returning the compaſſe of expired yeeres, to their former date, and fir it 
commencement, left to vs bis Heires a memoriall of his byrth, in the end of the 
laif yeere and beginning of the next. Which reckoning, beſide that eternall 

:onument of our ſaluation, leaneth alſo vpon good proofe of ſpeciall iudge- 
ment. : 
For albeit that in elder times when as yet the count of the yeere was not per- 
fected, as afterward it was by Iulius Czlar, they beganne to tell the Moneths 
from Marches beginning ; and according to the ſame, God (25 us ſaid in Scrip- 
ture)comannded the people of the ewes tocount the Moneth Abibgthat which 
wecall March, for the fir # Moneth,in remembrance that in that Moneth hee 
brought them out of the Land of _Aegypt : yet according to tradition of latter 
times it hath beene otherwiſe ob/erued,both in gouernment of the Church,and 
rule of mightieſt Realmes. For from Iulius Czlar,who fir it obſerued the leape 
eere, which he called Biſſextilem Annum, and brought into a more certaine 
courſe the odde wandring daies, which of the Greekes were called Hypcr- 
| bainontes, of the Romances Intercalates (for in ſuch matter of learning I am 
forced to wſe the tearmes of the learned) the Moneths haue beene numbred 
twelue, which in the fir # ordinance of Romulus were but tenne, counting but 
30g dates ineuery yeere, and beginning with March. But Numa Poinplilius, 
who was the father of all the Romane Ceremonies, and Religion, ſeeing that 
reckoning to agree neither with the courſe of the Sunne, nor the Moone, there- 
wnto added two Moneths, Ianuarie and Februarie: wherein it ſeemeth , that 
wiſe king minded vpon good reaſon to beginne the yeere at lanuarie, of hins 
therefore ſocalled canquam Ianua anni, the gate ex enterance of the yeere, or 
of the name of the god anus: to which god, for that the old Paynims attribu- 
ted the birth and beginning of all creatures new coming into the world, it ſee- 
meth that he therefore to him aſsigned, the beginning and firſt entrance of the 


Jeere, Which account for the mo3? part hath hithertocontinned. ye? 
ing, 


THE ARGVMENT. 


ding, that the Egyptians beginne their yeere at September, for that according 
zo the opinion of the be#t Rabbines, and very purpoſe of the Scripture it ſelfe, 
God made the world in that Moneth, that is called of them Tiſri. And there. 
fore he comaunded them to keepe the feaZt of Pauilions, in the end of the yeere, 
in the xv. day of the ſeuenth Moneth, which before that time was the firſt. 

But our Authour, reſpetting neither the ſubtiltie of the one part , nor the 
antiquitit of the other, thinkethit fitteſt, according to the ſimplicitie of com- 
mon onderftanding to beginne with Iannarie;weening it perhaps no decorum 
#hat ſhepheards ſhould be ſeene in matter of ſo deepe in-ſight, or canuaſe acaſe 
of ſo doubtfull indgement. So therefore beginneth hee, and ſo continucth hee 
throughout, 
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ARGVMENT:. 


N this firſt Acglogue, Colin Clout, a Shepheards boy , complainerh him- 

ſelfeof his vnforrunate loue, beeing but newly (asit ſeemerh) enamoured 
ofa countrey Laſſe called Roſalind: with which ſtrong affection being verie 
ſore travelled, hee comparerh his carefullcaſe ro the ſad ſeaſon of the yeere, 
co the froſtie ground, to rhe frozen trees, and to his owne vvinter-bearen 
flocke. And laſtly, finding himfelfe robbed ofall former pleaſanceand de- 
light, he breakerh his Pipe in peeces, & caſterh himlelte co the ground. 


Corin CLOVT. 


| \ Shepheards boy (no better doe him call) 


When Winters waſtefull ſpight was almoſt ſpent, 


All in a ſunſhine day, as did befall, 
Led forth his flocke, thathad been long ypent, 
So faint they woxc, and feeble inthefold, | 
That now vnncthes thcir feet could them vphold, 


All as theſheepe,ſuch was the ſhepheards looke, 
For pale and wanne he was, (alasthe while ! ) 

May ſeeme helov'd, orelſc ſome care he tooke: 
Well couth hetune his Pipe,and frame his lite. 
Tho toa hill his fainting flock heled, 

Andthus bimplainde, the while his ſheepe there fed, 


Yeegods of lou, thatpittic louers paine, 

(If any gods the paine of louers pittie : 

Looke from abour, where you inioycs remaine, 
And bow yourearesvnto my dolefull dittie. 

And Þ a n thou fhepheards God, that once did loue, 
Pittie the paines, that thouthy ſclfe diet prone. 


Thou barren ground wh6 Winters wrath hath waſted, 
Art made a mirrour, to behold myplight: 
Whilom thy freſh ſpring flowr'd, and after haſted 
Thy Sommer proude, with Daffudillies dight. 
And now is comme thy Winters ſtormie tate, 
Thy mantle mard, wherein thou maskedſt late, 


Such rage as Winters, raigneth in my heart, 

My ye as; with vnkindly cold: 
Such ſtormie ſtoures,doebreed my baletull ſmart, 
As if my yecres were waſte, and woxen old. 

And yet, alas, but now my ſpring begonne, 

And yet,alas,itis already donne, 


You naked trees, whole ſhadie leaues are loſt, 
Wherein the birds were wont to build their bowre, 
And now are cloath'd with molle and hoaricfroft, 
In ſtead of bloſſoms, wherewith your buds did flowre, 
I ſee your teares, that from your boughs docraine, 
Whoſe drops in drerie yliclesremaine, 


Allo 
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Allo my luſttull leafe is dry and ſeare, 

My timely buds with wailing all arc waſted: 

The bloſſome, which my branch of youth did beare, 
With breathed ſighs is blowne away, and blaſted, 
And from mine eyes the drizling teares deſcend, 

As on your boughs the ylicles depend. 


Thou feeble flocke, whoſe fleece is rough and renr, 
Whoſe knees are weak, through faſt,and euill fare : 
Maiſt witneſle well by thy ill gouernment, 

Thy Maiſters mind is ouercome with care. 

Thou weake, I wanne: thou leanc, I quite forlorne, 
With mourning pine I, you with pining mourne, 


A thouſand ſithes I curſe that careful] houre, 
WhereinT longd the neighbour towne to ſee: 

And eke ten thouſand fithes I bleſie the ſtoure, 
Wherein I ſaw ſo faire a fight as ſhee, F 
Yetall for nought : fuch ſight hath bred my bane: 
Ah God, thatlouec ſhould breed both ioy and paine ! 


Itisnot Ho 8 B1N 0 L,whercforcTplain, 
Albeemy louc he ſeekewith daily ſuit : 
His clowniſh gifts and curteſies I diſdaine, 


His kiddes, his cracknels, and his early uit. 
Ah,foolſhHo8BB 1 o L, thy gifts been yaire: 
CoLrnthemgiuestoRosALiNnD x againe, 


T loue thilke Laſſe, (alas, why doeTloue? ) 

And am forlorne, ( alas, why am Ilorne? ) 

Shce deignes not my good will, bur doth reproue, 

And of my rurall mulick hoſdeth ſcorne. 

Shepheards deuiſe ſhe haterh as theſnake, (make, 
And laughes theſongs, that Corin Crovr doth 


Wherefore my Pipe, albeerudeP a n thou pleate, 
Yet forthouplealeſt not where moſt I would, 

And thou vnluckie Muſe, that woontſt to eaſe 

My mufing minde, yet canſtnot, when thou ſhould, 
Both Pipe and Muſe, ſhall fore the while abie. 

So broke his Oaten Pipe, and downe didlic. 


By that, the welked PHoOEBy s gan auaile 

His wearie waine, and now the froſtieN1Gnr, 

Her mantle blackerhrough heauen gan ouerhailce 
Which ſcenc, the penſiue boy balfein defpighe 

Aroſe, and homeward droue his ſunned ſheepe, 

Whoſe hanging heads did ſeem his careful caſe co weepe, 


Colins Embleme, 


Anchora ſpeme. 


GLOSSE 


("lin Clout, isa name not greatlie vied, and yet haue I ſeenea poeſie of M. Skel- 
trons, vaderthattitle. Butindeede the word {vn is French, and ved of the French 
poet aror (if hebe worthy the namecfa poet) in a certaine Zglogue., Vnder 
which namethis poetſecretly ſhadoweth him(elfe,as ſometime did YVirgi/ vnder the 
name of 7ytirz-,thinking itmuch fitter then ſuch Latine names, for the great vn- 
likclihood of thelanguage. 

Trnethes, (carcely. 

Couth. commeth oftheverbe {v»xe, that is, to knowe, or to haue skill. Aswel in- 
tcrpreteth the ſame, the worthy (ir Tho. Smith, in his booke of goucrnment : where- 
of I havea perfet copiein writing, lentme by his kinſman, and my very ſingular 
goodfricnd, M. Gabriel! Harey,as allo of fomeother his molt graue and excellent 
writings, | 

Sith time. Neighbour-towne, the next towne : expreſſing the Latine, YVicinia. 

Stoure, a bit. | Seare, withered. 

His clowniſh gifts, imitateth Yzrgils verſe: 

Riiſticus es{orydon nec munera curat Alex, 
TTobbinol, is a fained country name, wherby, it beingſo common & vſuall,ſeemeth 
to be hidden the perſonof ſome hisvery ſpeciall & moſt familiar friend, whom he 
intirely and extraordinarily loued, as peraduenture ſhall be more largely declared 
heereafter. In this placeſeemethto be ſome ſauour of diſorderly loue, which the 
learned call Pederaſtice : but itis gathered beſide his meaning, For who that my 
rea 
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4 


rcad Plzto his Dialogue called Alcibiades, Xenophon & Maximus Tyrins.o Socrates 
opinions, may ealily percciuc, thatſuchloueisto beallowedand liked of, ſpecially 
ſo meant, as Socrates vicdit: who faith, that indeed he loued A4/cybiades extreamiy; 
yet not A/cibiades perſon, bur his ſouic, which is Atcibiades owne felfe. And {o is 
Pederaſtice much to bcepreterred before Gyzeraſtice, that is, the love which 1nfa- 
meth men with luſt coward womankinde, But yetletno man thinke, that heerein 
I ftandwith Zzciaz, or his dificlith diſciple Vnico Aretino, in defence of exccrable 
and horrible linnes, of forbidden and vnlawfull fleſhlinefſe, Whoſe abhominable 
error is fully confuted of Perionixs, and others, 

7 loxe : apretie Epanortholis in theſe two verſes, and withall, a Paronomalia, or 
playing withthe word, where he ſaith, 7 /ove thilke Laſe,alaſſe,+c. 

Roſa/inde,is alloatained name, which beeing well ordered, will bewray the veric 
name of his loueand Miltret]e, whom by that name hee coloureth. So as 0#id (ha- 
doweth his louevnder the name of {ory»»a, which of fomeis ſuppoled to be 1/2, 
the Emperour A:guſtzs his daughter,and witeto 4 grippa: ſo doth Arnntin Stella, 
cucry where call his Ladie «Afeeris & Ianthes, albeit itis well knownethat herrighe 
name was "/is/antilla : as witnetleth Srutize in his Epithalaminm. Ando the famous 
paragon of Italy, CZ4adonna Celia, in her letters, enuelopeth her ſelf vnder the 
name cf Zima, and Petrona vnder the name of Bellochia. And this generally hath 
been a common cuſtome of counterfaiting the names of ſecret perſonages, 
Auzile, bring downe. 

Oxerbaile, draw our. 


Embleme_. 


His Embleme or Poſte is heere-vnder added in Italian, Anchora ſpere : the mea- 
ning whereofis, that notwithſtanding his extreame paſſion and luckletleloue, yet 
leaning on hope, hee is ſomewhat recomforted. 
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F: His Acglogue1s rather morall and generall, chen bent to any ſecret or 
particular purpoſe. Ir ſpecially containeth a diſcourſe of old age, in the 

crionof Thenot, an old ſhcepheard, who for his crookedneſſe and valuſt- 
tulneſle, is {corned of Caddie, an vnahappy heardmans boy. The matter ve- 
ry wellaccordeth with the ſeaſon of che moneth, the yecre now drooping, 
andas ir were drawing to his laſtage. Foras inthis timeof yeerc, ſothen in 
our bodies, thereis a dry and withering cold, which congealeth the crudled 
blood, and freezeth the weather-beaten fleſh, with ſtormes of fortune, and 
hoarcfroſts of care. To which purpoſe, the old man rtelleth a ale of the 
Oakeand the Brecre, ſoliucly, and ſo feelingly, asif thething were ſet forth 


in ſome piCture beforeour cies, moreplainly could norappeare. 


CVDDY. 
| H for pittie, will ranke Winters rage 
A Thele bitter blaſts neuer gin t'aſſwage ? 
The keene cold blowes through my beaten hide, 
All as T were through the body gride, 
My ragged ronts all ſhiucr and ſhake, 
As done high towers in an earthquake : 
They woot in the wind wagge their wriggle tailes, 
Pearke as a Peacocke : but now it auailes. 
THENOT. 

Lewdly comwplaineſt, thou lafie ladde, 
Of Winters wracke for making thee (ad. 
Muſt not the world wend in his common courſe, 
From good to bad, and from bad to worle, 
Frem worſe, vnto that is wotſt of all, 
And thenreturneto his former fall? 
Who will not ſuffer the ſtormie time, 
Where will heliue till the luſtieprime ? 
Selfe haue I worne out thrice thirtie yeeres, 


THENOT, 
Some in much ioy,many in many teares : 
Yet neuer complained of cold nor heate, 
Of Sommers flame, nor of Winters threat: 
Ne neuer was to Fortune foe-man, 
But gently took, that vngently came, 
And cuer my flock was my chicke care, 
Winter or Sommer they mought well fare; 
CvDDY, 

No maruaile T n x x or, if thou can beare 
Cheerefully the Winters wrathfull cheare, 
For age and winter accord full nie, 
This chill, that cold, this crooked, thatwrie : 
And as the lowring weather lookes downe, 
Soſeemeſt thou ike good-Friday to frowne, 
Burt my flowring youth is foe to froſt, 
My hip vawont in ſtorms to be toſt, 

THENOT. 
The Soucraigne of Scas he þJames in vaine, 
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That once Sea-beat, will toſea againe. 

Soloytringlue youlittle-heard-groomes, 

Keeping your beaſts 1n the budded brooines, 

And when the ſhining ſunne laugheth once, 

You dcemen, the Spring 15 come at once, 

Tho ginne you, fond flics, thecold roſcorne, 

And crowing in Pipes made of greene corne, 

You thinken to be Lords of the yeare: 

Bur cft, when ye count you freed from feare, 

Comes the breme Winter with chamfred browes, 

Full of wrinkles and troſtic furrowes, 

Dreenly ſhooting his ſtormy dart, 

Which cruddlcs the blood, ad prickesthe heart, 

Then is your carelefle courage accoyed, 

Your carctul} hcards with cold be annoyed, 

Then pay you the price of your ſurquedrie, 

With weepivg, and wayling, and muferie, 
CVDDIE, 


Ah fooliſh old man, I ſcorne thy skill, 


That wouldeſt me, my fpring1ng yourh to ſpill, 
Ideeme thy braine emperiſhed bee, 
Through :uſtic eld, that hath rpited thee : 
Or ſiker thy head yery totnie 1s, 
So on tay corbe thoulicr1t leanes amille. 
Now thy icltc hath ioſt both lop and rop, 
Al. my budding branch thou wouldeſt crop 2 
But werc thy \ccrcs grecne, as now been mine, 
To other delights racy would encline, 
Tio woulSett thou lcarne to caroll of loue, 
And hery with bymnes thy Laſles gtoue. 
Thowouldcitthou pipe of PHILLIS praife; 
BurPHIiLL1s is mine for many daics, 
I wonne her witha girdle of gelt, 
Emboſt with bugle aboutthe belt, 
Such an one ſhepheards would make full faine: 
Such an one would make thee young againe, 
THrNorT. 

Thou art a fon, of thy loue to boſt ; 

Allthatislentto loue will be loſt, 
CvDDY. 

Sceſt, how br: yond bullocke beares, 
Soſmurke, fo ſmocth, his pricked cares ? 
Hts hornes been as brade, as rainebowe bent, 
His dewlap as ithezas Lafle of Kent, 
Sec haw he venteth into the winde, 
Weenelt of loue 1s not his minde 2 
Seemeth thy flocke thy counſcll can, 
So lultlefle been they, ſo weake, ſo wan, 
Clothed with cold, and hoariewith froſt, 
Thy flocks father his courage bathloſt. 
Thy Ewes that wont to haue blowne bags, 
Like wailefull widdowes hangen their crags- 
The rather Lambes bcen ſtarued with cold, 
All for thar maiſteg 3s Juſtlefle and old. 

THENOT. 

C v DD Y,I wotthou kenſtlittle good, 
So vainly to aduance thy headlefle hood. 
For youth is a bubble blowne vp with breath, 
Whoſe wit 1s weakenelle, whoſe wage 1s death, 
Whole way is wildernefſe, whoſe Inne Penance, 
And floopegallant Age the hoſt of Greeuance. 


But (kali I rel] thee a tale of truth, 
WhichIcondotT'yTiRv s in my youth, 
Keeping his {tieepe on the ills of Kear ? 
CVDD Ye. 

Tonougkt more,T ntxorT, my winds bent, 
Then to here novels of his dewe : 
They been fo wellthewed, and fo wife, 
What cucr that good old man beſpake, 

THENOT 

Many meete tales of youth did he make, 
And ſome of love, and ſome of chu :lric: 
Bur none fi:rer then this to apply. 
Now hften awhile and harken tl end. 


Here grew an aged Tree on the greene, 
_ A goodly Oakefometime had it becne, 
" Witharmesfullſtrong and argely dilplaide; 
But of their leaues they were difaraid : 
The body big and mightily pight, 
T hroughly rooted, and of wondrous height: 
Whilome had been the kivg of the field, 
And mochel maſt to the husband di yeeld, 
And with his nuts larded many ſwine. 
But now the gr.y molle marred his rine, 
His bared boughes were beaten with ſtormes, 
His top was bald, and waſted with wormes, 
His honour decayed, his branches ſere, 
Hard by his fide grew abragging Breere, 
Yhich proudly thruſt into th'clement, 
And ſeemed to threat the Firmament. 
It was embcellifht with blofſoms fire : 
And thereto aye wonned torepaire 
The ſheepheards daughters to gather flowres, 
To paint their garlonds with his coloures, 
And in his {mu!l buſhes vied to ſhrowde 
T he {weet Nightingale finging fo lowde : 
Which made this fooliſh Br ecre wexe lo bold; 
That on a time he caſt him to {cold, 
And ine>be the 900d Ocke, for he was old. 
Why ſtandſt there (quorlt he) thou bruriſli blocke > 
Nor for fruite, not for ihadowterucsthy ſtocke ; 
Seeſt how freſh my flowres been pred, 
Died in Lilly white, and Crimfin red, 
With leaucs engrainedia luſtie greene, 
Colours mcer to cloathe a maiden Queene, 
Thy waſte bignetle but cumbers the ground, 
And dirkes the beautie of my bloſſoms round. 
The mouldie moſlc, which thee accloieth, 
My Cinamon fmell roo much annoyeth. 
Wherefore [ rede thee hence to remoue, 
Leaft thou the price of my diſplealureproue, 
So ſpake this bold Brecre with greatdifdaine : 
Litlehim anſwered the Oaxe agane, 
Bur yeelded, with ſhame and grecte adawed, 
That of aiveede he was ouercrawed, 
It chanced after vpon aday, 
The husbandmans ſclte ro come that way, 
Of cuſtome co ſurview his ground, 
And his trees of ftate in compaſſeround. 
Him when the ſpighttull Breere had clpied, 
Caulcleſſe complained, and lowdly cricd 
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Vnrto his Lord, ſtirring vp ſterne ſtrife : 

O my liege Lord, the God of my life, 
Pleafeth you pond your ſuppliants plainr, 
Caufed of wrong, and cruell complainr, 
Which I your poore Vallall daily endure: 
And but your goodnefle the ſame recure, 
Am like for deſperate dole to die, 

Through felonous force of mine enemic. 

Greatly aghaſt with this pitious plea, 
Him reſted the good-man on the lea, 

And bad the Brere in his plaint proceed, 

With painted words tho ganthis proude weed, 
(As moſt vien ambitious folke) 

His coloured crime with craft to cloke. 

Ah my ſoueraigne, Lord of Creatures all, 
Thouplacer of plants both humble and tall, 
Was notIT planted of thine owne hand, 

To be the Primroſe of all thy land. 

With flowring bloſſoms, to furniſh the prime, 
And skarlet berries in Sommertime? 

How fails it then, that this faded Oake, 
Whoſe bodie is ſere, whole branches broke; 
Whoſe naked armes ſtretch voto the fire, 
Vnto ſuch tyrannie doth aſpire? 

Hindring with his ſhade my louely light, 
Androbbing me of theſweer ſunnes fight? 
So beate his old boughs my tender fide, 

That oftthe blood({pringeth from wounds wide : 
Vntimely my flowres forced tofall, 

That been the honour of your Coronall. 
And oftheelets his canker-wormes light, 
Vpon my branches, to worke me more ſpight: 
And oft his hoarie locks downe doth caſt, 
Wherewith my freſh florets been defaſt. 

For this, and many more ſuch outrage, 
Crauing your good]yhead to afſwage 

The rancorousrigour of his might. 

Nought askeT, but onely to hold myright: 
Submutring meto your good ſufferance, 

And praying to begarded from greeuance. 

To this, this Oake caſt him to reply 
Well as he couth : buthis.enemic 
Had kindled ſuch coles of diſpleaſute, 

That the good man nould ſtay his leaſure, 
But home him haſted with furious heate, 
Encreaſing his wrath with many athreat, 
His harmefull hatchet he hent in hand, 
(Alas,thatit ſo ready ſhould ſtand) 
Andto the field alone heſpeecdeth, 

(Aye little help to harme there needetb) 


Angerneuld let him ſpeaketothe tree, 
Enaunter his rage mought cooled bee : 
But to the root bent his ſturdie ſtroake, 
And-made many wounds in the waſte Oakes 
The axes edge did oft turne againe, 
As halfe vawilling to cut the graine: 
Seemed, the ſcnſeleſle iron did feare, 
Or to wrong holy c1d did forbeare. 
For it had been au auncient tree, 
Sacred with many a myſterce. 
And often croſt with the Prieſts crew, 
And often hallowed with holy water dew. 
But ſike fanfies weren fooleric, 
And broughten this Qake to this miſerie. 
For nought moughtthey quitten bim from decay: 
For fiercely the good manathim did lay. 
The blocke oft groned vnder the blowe, 
And fighed to ſec his neere ouerthrowe. 
In fine, the ſteele had picrced his pith, 
Tho downeto the ground hefcll forthwith, 
His wonderous weight made the ground to quaks, 
Th'earth ſirunke vnder himgand leemedto ſhake, 
Therelieth the Oake, pittied of none. 

Now ſtands the Breerelike a Lord alone, 
Puffcd vp with pride and vainepleaſance: 
But all this glec hav no continuance, 
For eftſoones Winter gan to approch, 
Thebluſtering Boreas did encroch, 
And beat vpon theſolitarie Breere : 
For now no ſuccour was him neere. 
Now gan he repent his pridetoo late, 
Yorenaked left and diſconſolate, 
Thebyting froſt nipt his ſlalke dead, 
T he watrie wet weighed downe his head, 
And heaped ſnowe Calne him ſo ſore, 
That now vpright he can ſtand no more: 
And beeing downe, is trode in thedurr, 
Of cattell, and brouzed, and ſorely hurt, 
Such wasth'end of this ambitious Breere, 
For ſcorning Eld. 


CvDDIE. 

Now I pray thee Shepheard, tell itnotforth:; 
Heere is along tale, and little worth, 
Solong haue [liſtened ro thy ſpeech, 
T hat graffedto the ground 1s my vreech : 
My heart blood is wel!nigh frorneTfcele, 
And my galage growne ot to my heele: 
But little eaſe of tay lewdetalc I taſted, 
Hie thee home ſhepheard, the day isnigh waſted, 


Thenots Embleme. 
Iddio perche e vecchio, 
Fa ſui al ſuo eſſempis, 


Cuddies Embleme. 


Niuno veechio, 
Spanenta Tddio. 


GLOSSE. 


GLOSSE. 
Keere, ſharpe. 


Gride, picrced: an old word much vſ{ed of Lidgate, but not found (that I Lrigwe 
of ) in Chancer, 

Rozuts, young bullocks. 

I/cacke, ruinc or violence, whence commeth ſhipwracke: and not wreake, that 
is vengeance or wrath, 

Foman, a toe, 

Thenot,thenameof a Shepheard in 7arot his Eglogues. 

Toe Soueraigne of Seas, is Neptune,thc God of the Seas. The (aving is borrowed 
of Him Publianus,which vicd this prouerbe inaverſe: 

Iniprobe Neptunum accuſ{at, quiiterum nanfraginns [acit, 

Heardgroomes, (haucersveriealmolt whole. 

Fond flies, He compareth carelelle ſluggards, or ill husbandmento flics, tat (© 
ſooneas the Sunneſhineth, or itwaxethany rching warme,begin to flic abroad, when 
{uddenly rhey be overtaken with cold. 

But eft when : a very exccllentandliuely defcription of Winter, ſoas may bce in- 
ditterently taken, cither for old age, or forwinter ſeaſon. 


Breme, Chill, bitter. { hamfred, chapt, or wrinkled. 
eAccoicd, plucked downeand daunted, Szrquearie, pride. 

E1d, old age. Sther, (ure, Tottie, wauering, 

{ orbe, crooked, H:rie,worſhip. 


Phyll;-,thename of ſome maid vaknowne,whom { #ddie (whole perſons ſecret) 
loued. The name is vſuali in Theocritne, Virgil, and HMantuane. 

Belt,a girdle, orwalte band. Þ fox, atoole. Lythe,foftand gentle. 

Uenreth,ſnuffethin the wind, Thy flocks father, theram. Craps, nccks, 

Rather Lambes,that beewed early in the beginning of rhe yeere. 

Teuth&,averiemoralland pithy Allegorie of youth, and the Juſtsthereof, com- 
parcdtoa wearie wayfaring man. 

7 ztir, I ſuppoſe he meanes Chaxcer, whole praiſe for pleaſant tales cannot die, 
ſolong as the memorie of his nameſhall live, andthe name of poctric ſhall endure. 

Well thewed, that is, Bene morara, full of morall wiſenelle. 

There grew.This tale of the Oakeand the Breerezhe tellechas learned of {%2rcer, 
but it is cleane in another kind, and ratherlike to <ſops fables. Itis very excellent 
for pleaſant deſcriptions, becingaltogether a certaine Icon, or Hypotypolis of dil- 
dainefull yonkers. =Embelhjpt, beautified andadorned. 

Towonne,to hauntortrequent. $xeb, checke. 

Why ftandſt, theipecch isſ{cornefull and yerie preſumptuous. 

Engrained, died in graine. | : 

Acctotetb, accumbreth. Adawed, Jdaunted and confounded. 

Trees of ſtate, taller trees, fit for timber wood. Sterne ſtrife, (aid { haucer, 
{.tell and ſturdie. O my liege, a manner of ſupplication, wherein is kindle 
colouicd the atfeAion and ſpeech of ambitious men. 

Coronall, gariand. Floarets, young blolloms. 

The Primroſe, the chiefe and worthielk. | 

Nahed armes, metaphorically meant ofthe bareboughs,ſpoiled of leaues. This 
cclourably heſpeaketh, as adiudging himto the fre. 

The blood, ſpoken of a blocke, as it were of aliuing creature, figuratiuely, io 
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(as they lay) Karexocherr. 

Floarre lockes, metaphorically for withered leaucs. 

Hent, caught. Nould, tor wouldnot. Aye, euermore, 

Wounds, galhes: Enaunter, lealt that. 

The Prieſts crew, holy-water pot, wherewith the popiſh prieſts vſed to ſprinkle & 
hallow the trees from miſchance. Sch blindnellewas in thoſe times: whichthe po-- 
ctſuppoſeth to haue been the finall decay of this ancient Qake. 

The blocke oft groazed:a lively figure,which giueth(enſe andfeecling to vnlenſible 
creatures,as Virgilalloſaith :; Saxa gemunt graxias, fc. 

Boreas, the Northren wind, that bringeth the moſt ſtormy weather. 

Glee, Cheareand iollitie. 

For ſcorning eld, And minding (as ſhould ſeeme) to haue maderime to the for- 
mer verſe. 

Galage,a ſtartup orclowniſh ſhooe. 


Embleme_. 


This Embleme is ſpoken of T hero, as a morall of his former tale :namelic,that 
God, whichis himſclfe moſt aged, beeing before all ages, and without beginning, 
makeththoſewhom he loueth, liketo himſelfe, in heaping yeeres vnto their daies, 
and bleſſingthem with long life. Forthe bleſſing of age is not giuen toall, but ynto 
whom God will ſo bletſe. And albeit that many euill menreachvnto ſuch fulneſle 
of yceres, and ſome alſo waxe old in miſerieand thraldome, yet therefore is notage 
eucr the leſle bleſſing, Foreuen to ſuch euillmen, ſuch number of yeeres is added, 
thatthey may in their lalt daies repent, and come to their firſt home: So the old 
man checkeththe raw-headed boy, for deſpiling his gray and froſtic haires. 

Whom (*ddie doth counterbuffe withabyting and bitter prouerbe, ſpoken in 
deed atthefirſt in contemptofold-age generally. Foritwasanold opinion, & yet 
is continued in ſome mens conceit, that men of yeeres hauenofeare of God at all, 
ornot ſo much as younger folke; For that beeingripened with long experience, 8& 
having palled many bitter brunts,and blaſts ofyengeance,they dread no ſtormes of 
Fortune, nor wrath of God, nor dangerof men ; as beeing either by long and ripe 
wiſedome armed again(t all miſchancesand aduerſities,or with muchtrouble hard- 
nedagainſtallrroubleſome tides. Likevnto the Ape, of which is ſaid in Xſops fa- 
bles, that oftentimes meeting the Lion, he was at firſt ſore agalt, and diſmaid at the 
grimneſleandauſteritie of his countenaunce;but atlaſt, beeing acquainted with his 
lookes, he was ſofarrefromfearing him, that he would familiarly gybeand ieſt at 
him: Suchlong experience breedeth in ſome men ſecuritie. Although it pleaſe E- 
raſmm, 2 great clarke, and good old father, more fatherly and fauourably, to con- 
ſtrueitin his Adages, for his owne behoofe ; That by theprouerbe, Nemo ſenex me- 
tuit Tower, isnotmeant,that old men haue no feare of God at all, but that they be 
far from ſuperſtition and idolatrousregard of falſe gods,as is /piter. But his/great 
learning notwithſtanding, it istoo plaine, to be gaine-faid, that old men are much 
moreinclined to ſuch fond fooleries, then younger heads. 
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{a Aegloga tertiaw. 


ARGVMENT. 


| f this Acglogue, two ſhepheards boyes , taking occaſion of rhe ſeaſon, 
beginne to make purpoſe of loue and other plealance, which ro Spring- 
time is moſt agreeable. The ſpeciall meaning heereof, is to giue cerraine 
marksand cokens, roknoweCapid, the Poers God of loue. Bur more par- 
ticularly I chinke,in rhe perſon of Thomalin , is meant ſome ſecrer friend, 
who corned loucand his Knights (0 long, rillat length himſelfe was entan-; 
gled,and vnwarcs wounded wirh che dart of ſome beaurifull regard, which 


1s Cupids arrow. 


WILLIE, 


F Ho mM a I 1N, why fitten wee ſo, 


As weren ouerwent with wo, 
Vpon ſo fairc a morrow ? 
Theioyous ime now nigheth faſt, 
That ſhall alegge this bitter blaſt, 
And flake the Winter ſorrow. 
THONALIN, 
Siker W 1 LL 1s, thouwarneſtwell : 
For Winters wrath begins to quell, 
And pleaſant Spring appeareth. 
The praiſe now ginnesto berefreſht : 
The Swallow peepes out of her neſt, 
And clowdie Welkin cleareth. 
WI1LL1E. 
Secſt not thilke ſame Hawthorne ſtudde, 
How bragly it begins to budde, 
Aoi vtter his renderhead ? 
Fr ox 4 now calleth forth each flower, 
And bids makereadyM a1 as bower, 


THOMALIN, 


That new is ypriſt from bed, 
Tho ſhall we ſporren in delight, 
And carnewithLEerTT1cEto werxelight, 
Thatſcornefully lookes askaunce: 
Tho will we little Loue awake, 
That now ſleepethinL xr u x lake, 
And pray him leaden our daunce. 
THOMALIN- 
W 1 L it, I weenethou be aflot : 
For luſtic Loue ſtill leepeth nor, 
Bur isabroad at his game, 
WILLIE, 
How kenſt thou that he is awoke > 
Or haſtthy ſelfe his lumber broke ? 
Or made privie to the ſame 2? 
THoOMaATLl IN. 
No, but happily I bim ſpide, 
Wherein a buſh he did him hide, 


With wings of purple and ble. 
And 
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And were ner, thar my ſacepe would ſtray, 
The priuie markes I wou!d bewray, 
Wacreby by chaunceT him knew, 
W1LLLIE: 
THoxwa lin, haveno carefor thy, 
My (elte will have adouble eye, 
Yiiketo my flocke and thine: 
For als at homeT hauc a lyrc, 
A ſtepdame cke as hote as fyre, 
That duly adaies counts mine, 
. THOMALIN, 
Nay, but thy ſeeing will not (erue, 
My ihecpe tor thatmay chance to fwerue; 
And fall into ſome miſchiefe. 

For © hens is but the third morrow, 
ThatI chaunſtto fall afleep with ſorrow, 
And waked againe with oricfe : 

The while thilke ſame vnhappy Ewe, 
Whole clouted Iegge her hurt doth ſhew, 
Feli headlong into adell, 
And there vaioynted both her bones : 
Mought her necke been 10ynted attones, 
Shee ſhould haue need no more ſpell. 
Th'clfe was {o wanton and fo wood, 
(But now I trowe can b<tter good) 
She mought ne gang onthe greene. 
W1ILLY, 
Letbe, as may be, that 1s paſt: 
That is to come, Ict be forecaſt. 
Now tell vs what thou haſt ſeene. 
THOMALIN, 
It was vpon a holy day, 
When ſhepheards groomes han leaue to play, 
I caſt ro goc atſhootiog : 
Long wandripg vp and downe the land, 
With bowe and bolts in either hand, 
i . birds in buſhes tooting : 
Atleneth, within the Ivic todde, 
(There ſhrouded was the lutle God) 
I heard a buſie buſtling. 
I bentmy bolt againſtthe buſh, 
Liſtning if anything didruſh, 
But then heard no more ruſtling, 
Tho peeping cloſe into the thicke, 
Might fre the moouing of ſome quicke, 


Whoſe ſhape appeared not : 
Burt were it faerie, feend, orſnake, 
My courage carnd it to awake, 
And mantully thereat ſhot. 
With that ſprang forth a naked ſwaine, 
With ſpotted wings like Peacocks traine, 
Andlaughing lopeto a tree, 
His gilden quiuer athis backe, 
And filuer bowe which was but ſlacke, 
Which lightly he bent at mee. 
That ſeeing, I leueld againe, 
And ſhortat him with might and maine, 
As thicke,as it had hailed, 
Solong I ſhot, that all was ſpent, 
Tho pumie ſtonesI haſtely henr, 
And threw: but nought auailed. 
He was ſo wimble and fo wight, 
From bough to bough he leaped light, 
And oft the pumics latched, 
Therewith affraid, I ranne away : 
But he, that earſt ſeem'd but to play, 
A ſhaftin earneſt ſnatched, 
And hit me running, in the hecle: 
For then I little ſmart did feele, 
But ſoone it ſore increaſed. 
And now itrankleth more and more, 
And inwardly it feſtreth (ore, 
Ne wote I, how to ceaſe it, 


W1LLY. 
TroMALIN,Tpittiethy phght, 
Perdy with Louc thou diddeſt fight: 

I know him by atoken. 
For once I heard my father ſay, 
How he him caught vpona day, 
(Whereof he will be wroken) 
Entangled in a fowling ner, 
Which he for carrion crowes had ſer, 
Thatin our Peare-trce haunted: 
Tho ſaid, hewasa winged l.d, 
But bowe and ſhafts as then none had : 
Elſe had he ſore be daunted, 
Butſee, the Welkin thicks apace, 
And ſtouping PH o x By s ſtcepes his face: 
Its time to haſte vs homeward, 


Willies Embleme. 
Tobe wiſe, and eke to loge, 
1s granted ſcarce toGod aboue, 


Thomalins Embleme. 
Of honie and of ganl, in loue there ts ſtore. 
The honie is much, but the gaul more. 


I ne eee rn Cc Cc on 
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GLOSSE 


This Xglogue ſeemeth ſomewhat to reſemblechat ſame of Theocrirxs, wherein 
the boy likewiſe telling the old man, thathe had ſhotte at a winged boy ina tree,was 
by himwarned to beware of miſchicfe to come. | 

Ouerwent, Ouergone, Alegg, to letten or allwage. 

To quell, to abatc. Wlkin, the skie. 

The Swallow, which bird vſeth to be counted the metlenger, and as it were the 
forc-runner of the Spring. 

Flera,the Goddellc of flowers, but indeed (asfaith Tacirm) a famous harlot,which 
withthe abuſe of her body hauing gotten great riches, made the people of Rome 
her heire : who in remembrance of fo great beneficence, appointed a yearely fea(t 
forthe memoriall of her,calling her, not as ſhewas, nor as ſome doe thinke , A- 
arouica,but Flora : making her the goddetſeof all flowers, and dooing ycerely to 
her ſolemne ſacrifice, 

HMaias boxer, that is,the pleaſant field,or rather the May buſhes, 27ziaisa god- 
detle,and the mother of Aercnrie, in honour of whom the moneth of May is of 
her nameſo called, as ſaith HMacrobirs. 

Lertice, the name of ſome Country Lalle. 

Aſcaunce,askew, or aſyuiat, For thy, thercfore. 

Lethe, isa lake in hell, which the poets callthe lake of forgerfulneſle: (For Lethe 
lgnifieth forgetfulnctle) wherein the ſoules beeing dipped, did forget the carcs of 
their formerlife. Sothatby ſleepingin Lethelake, hee meaneth hee was almoſt for- 
gotren, and out of knowledge, by reaſon of Winters hardnetle, when all plcaſures, 
as it were, [leepeand weare out of mind, 

Afſjotte, to dote. 

Hts ſlumber: to breake Loues ſlumber, to excerciſe thedelights of loye and wan- 
ton pleaſures. 

Wings ofpurple,ſois he fainedof the poets. 

For als, he imitateth Virgils verſe; | 

Eſt mil namque domi patereſt iniuſta noxerca, fc. . 

A gdell,a holeintheground, 

Spell, is akind of verſe or charme, that ineldertimes they vſed often to ſay ouer 
euery thing that they would hauepreſerued: asthenight-{pell for theeues, andthe 
wood-ſpell. And heere-hence, Ithinke,is named the Golpell,or word. And fofaith 
{ haxcer, Liſten Lordingsto my ſpell. 

Garg, goe. Arn Tvie todde, athicke buſh, : 

Swame,a boy : Forſois he deſcribed of the Poets, to bea boy. [; alwaies freſh and 
luſtie, blindfolded, becauſe hee maketh no difference of perlonages, with diuerſe 
colouredwings,ſ: full of flying fancies, with bowe andarrow, that is with glaunce 
of beautie, which pricketh as a forked arrow. Hee is faidalſoto haue ſhafts, ſome 
leaden, ſome golden: thatis, both pleaſure for the gracious and loued, and furrow 
for the louethatis diſdained or forſaken. Butwholift moreat largeto behold {#- 
prds colours andfurniture, let him readecither Propertives, or Moſchs his Idyllion of 
winged loue, beeing now moſtexcellently tranſlated into Latine, by the lingular 
learned man 4n7e/us Politianus: Which worke I haue ſeene,among(t other of this 
poets dooings, very well tranſlated alſo into Engliſh rimes, 


Wimble andwight, quickeand deliuer, ; 
a 
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MARCH. 


Latch: d, caught. 

I the heele, is very poetically ſpoken, and not without ſpeciall indgement. Forl 
remember that in Homer it is ſaid of Theti«,that ſhee tooke her young babe Achilles 
beeingnewly borne, and holding him by the heele, dipped him inthe riucr of Srix. 
Thevertue whereof is,to defend & keepethe bodies waſhed therein, from any mor- 


 rall wound. So Achilles becing walhedall ouer ſauce onely his hecele, by which his 


morher held, was in therel(t invulnerable: therefore by Parzs was fained to be ſhot 
with a poyſoned arrow inthe heele, while he was bulic about the marrying of Po/ix- 
era,inthe Temple of Apol/s. Which myſticall fable Ex/athins vnfolding , faith : 
thatby wounding inthe heele, is meancluſtfull loue. For from the heele (asſay the 
beſt Phylitions) tothe priuie parts, there palle certaine veines and ſlender lincwes, 
asallo thelikecometrom the head,and are caried like little pipes behind the cares: 
ſothat(asſaith Hypocrates )ifthoſeveines there be cut aſunder, the partie {traighr 
becommethcold & vnfruitfull. Which reaſon our poct well weighing, maketh this 
ſhepheards boy of purpoſeto be woundedinthe heele. 

Wroken, reucnged. 

For oce.]n this tale is{et outthe 1mplicitie of ſhepheards opinion of loue. 

Stonping Phebw, is aPeriphralisof theſunneſetting. 


Embleme_. 


Heereby is mcant, that all the delights of loue, wherein wanton youth vval- 
lovveth, bee buttollie mixt with bitterneſle, and {orrows lawced with repentance. 
For belides thattheverie affeAion of Loue it ſelfe tormenteth the mind, & vexcth 
the bodie many waies, withvnreſtfulneſle all night, and wearinefle all day, ſeeking 
for that weecannothaue, & findingthat wevvould not haue: cuen the lelfe things 
which belt before vs liked, in courſe of time, and change of iper yeeres, which alſo 
there-withall changeth our wonted liking & former fantaſies, will thenſeem loath- 
ſome, and breed vs annoyance, when youths flower is withered, and we find our bo- 
diesandwitsanſwerenot toſuchvaineiollitic and luſtfull pleafance. 
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ARGVMENT. 


s His Aeglogueis purpoſely intended to the honor & praiſe of ourmoſt 
gratious Soueraigne, Queene Elizabeth. The ſpeakers heercof be Hob- 
binoll and Thenot, rwo ſhepheards: che which Hobbinoll beeing before men- 
cioned, greatly to haue loued Colin, is heereler forth more largely, complai- 
ning him of that boyes great miſaduenture in loue, whereby his mind was 
alienared, and wichdrawne nor onely from him, who moſt loued him ; bur 
alſo from all former delights and ſtudies, as wellin pleaſant piping, as cun- 
ning rymingand ſinging, and other his laudable exerciſes. Whereby hee 
rakerh occaſion, for proofec of his more cxcellencie and kill in poetrie, ro 
recorda ſong, which the(aid Colin ſometime madein honour of her Maie- 


ſtie, whomabruprly he cearmerh Zl;/a. 


THENOT, HoBBINOLL, 
ood HoBB1NOL, what gars thee greet? Shepheards delights hee doth them all forſweare, 


Ell me 
What ach ſome Wolfethy tender Lambs ytorne? Hispleaſant Pipe, which madevs merriment, 
Oris thy Bagpipe broke, that ſounds ſo ſweet ? He wilfully hath broke, and doth forbeare 
Or artthou of thy loued Laſſe forlorne? His wonted ſongs, wherein he all out-wenr, 
THENOT. 


Or bcenethinecyes attempred to the yeere, | What is he for a Lad, youſo lament ? 
Cnenching the gaſping furrowes thirſt with raine ? Is loueſuch pinching paine, to them that prone? 
Lit: Aprill ſhowre, to ſtreames the trickling teares And hath he skill ro make ſo excellent, 

downe thy cheeke, to quench thy thirſtie paine. Yet hath fo little skill ro bridle loue ? 


HoBBIiNOLTL. 


HoBBINOLL. 
C ox 1Nthou kenſt the Southerne ſhepheards boy : 


Nor this, nor that, ſo much doth make me mourne, 
Bi: for the lad, whom long I loued ſo deere, Him loue hath wounded with a deadly dart. 


Now loues a Laſle, that all his loue doth ſcorne : Whilome on him was all my care and ioy, 
He plung'd 1n paine, his trefſed lockes doth teare, Forcing with gifts to winne his wanton kart, 


But 
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But now from me his madding mind 1s ſtart, Let hin, if hedare, 

And wooes the widdowes daughter of the glenne: His brightnellc compare 

SonowfiaireRoSALINDE hath bred his (mart, Vith hers, to haue the oucrthrowe, 

So now his friend is changed forafren, 

THENOT, Shew thy ſclfe C xx TH 1 a, with thy filuerraics, 

: But if his ditties be ſo trimly dight, and be not abaſhr : 

I praythee HoBBINOT L record ſome one, When ſhe the beaines of her beautiediſplaies, 

The whilcs our flocks doe graze about in fight, O how art thou daſht? 

And we cloſe ſhrowded in this ſhade alone, ButT will not match herwithLaTONas s lecede: 

HoBBINoOLL, Such follie, greatforrowtoN108BE did breede, 

Contented I : then will [ {ing his lay, Now lhe is a ſtone, 

OffaircEL 1s 4, Queene of Shepheards all: And makes daily mone, 

Which once he made, as by aſpring helay, Warning all other to take heede, 


And turicd it vato the waters fall. 
P a N may be proude, that cucr he begot, 


Y E daintie Nymphs,that in this bleſſed brooke, ſach a Bellibone, 
do bathe your breſt, AndSYRIN x Icloyce, that ever was herlot 
Forſake your watrie bowres, and hither looke, | to beareſuch an one. | 
at my requeſt, _ ; Sooneas my younglings cryen for the dam, 
Andcke you virgins that on Patrnaſſe dwell, To her will L offer a milke white Lunbe : 
Whence floweth Helyton, the learned Well, Sheeis my Goddelle pluine, 
Helpe me to blaze And I her ſhepheards ſwaine, 
Her worthy praiſe, Albee forilwonke and forſwat I am. 


Which 1n her ſexe doth all excell, 
IſceCALL10PE ſpeed herto theplace, 


OffaireE x 1 5 a be your iluer ſong, where my Goddeſle ſhines : 
that bleſſed wight : And after her the other Muſes trace 
T he flowre of Virgins, may ſhe flouriſh long, with their Violines, ; 
inprincely plight. Beene they not Bay- branches, which they do8beare, 
Forſheis Sy R 1N x daughter without ſpot : Allfor Ex1s 4a inhcrhand to weare ? 
Which Þ a x the ſhepheards God efher begot: So lweetly they play: 
So ſprung her grace | And ſing all the way, 
Of heauenly race, That ita heauen 1s to heare, 


No mortall blemiſh may her blot. 
Lo, how finely the Graces can ir foote 


See, where ſhe ſits vpon the graflie greene; to the Inſtrument : 
( Oſeemely fight) . They dauncen deftly, and ſingen ſoetc, 
Yclad-1n Scarlet, like a mayden Queene, in their meriment. « | 
__ _ _ andErimines white. Wants not a fourth Grace, to mike the davnce even d 
Vponker heada Crimoſin Coronet, Letthatrowme to my Lady be yer. 
With damaske Roſes, and Daffadillics ſet : Shee ſhall bea Grace 
Bayleaues betweene, Tokillthefourth place, 
And Primroſes grecne, And raigne withthe reit in :cauen. 
Embclliſh the ſweer Violet. 


And whither rennes this beuie of Ladics brighty 


Tell me, haue yee ſeenc her angel-like face, raungedin arowe ? 
likeProtrBE faire? They been ail Ladies of the Lake b:bight, 
Her heauevly haujour, her princely grace, thatynto her goe, 
can you well compare? CHLoOR1S, thatisthechicfeſt Nymph of 21], 
The Red roſe medled with the White yfere, Of Ole branches bearcs a Coronall : 
Incithercheeke depeinRen liuely cheere : Oliues been for peace, 
| Her modcſt eye, When warres doe ſurceaſc : 
| : Her Maicſtic, Such for a Princelke beeneprincipall. 


Where hauec you lecncthelike but there ? | 
Ye ſhepheards daughters, that dwell on the greenc, 
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Ifaw PHotBy sthruſt out his golden hed, hic you there apace : 

vpou her to gaze: | Let none come there but that Virgins been, 
But when he ſaw, how broad her beames did ſpred to adorne her grace. 

it did him amaze. And when you come, whereas ſhe is in 7-1ace, 
He bluſht to ſee another Sunne belowe, Sce,that your rudeneſſe doe not you dilgrace : 
Nedurſt againe lus ficrie face out-ſhowe : | Bind your fillets Faſt, 
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APRILL. I5 


And gird in your waſte, | cach onc his way. 
For more fincneſle with a tawdrielace. I feare, I hauc troubled your troupes too long: 
LetdameELr1za hacks you for her ſong. 
Bring hither the Pinke, and purple Cullumbine, And if you comie heather, 
with Gillflowres : When Damſins1 gather, 
Bring Coronations; and Sops in vvine, I will partthem all you among, 
worne of Paramours. THrENOT. 
Strowe me the ground with Daffadowndillies, And was thilke ſame ſong of Cor 1x $s owne making ? 
And Cowſlips,and Kingcups, and loucdLillies : Ah fooliſh boy, that is with loue yblent : 
Theprettie Pawnce, | | Great pittie is, he be in ſuch taking 
Andthe Cheuifaunce, For naught caren, that been ſo lewdly bent. 
Shall match with the faire flowreDelice. HoBBiNOLL. 
SikerT hold him for a greater fon, 
Now riſeyp E 11 Z 4, decked as thou art, Thar loues the thing he cannot putchaſe, 
inroyall ray: But let vs homeward: for night draweth on, 
And now ye daintic Damſels may depart And twinkling ſtarres the dailight hence chaſe. 


Thenots Embleme. 
O quam te memorem virgo! 


Hobbinols Embleme. 
0 dea certe, 
GLOSSE 

Gats thee greet, cauſeth thee vveep & complaine. =Forlorne, left & forfaken. 

eAttempredto the yeere,agrecable tothe ſeaſon oftheyeere, that is Aprill, vvhich 
moneth is moſt bent to ſhowers and ſeaſonableraine:toquench,thatis,todelaythe 
drought, cauſed through drinetle of March winds, | hoot 

The Lad, Colin Clout. The Laſſe,Roſalinda. Treſſed locks,vvithered andcurled. 

1s he for a lad? Aftrangemaner of ſpeaking.,ſ.vvhat manner of lad is he? 

Tomahke,totime andverlifie. For in this word , making, our old Engliſh Poets 
were wont tocomprehend all theskillof Poetrie, according to the Greeke vvord 
Poiein,to make/)owraiamad thenameof Poets. | 

Colin thou henſt, knowelt. Seemeth heereby that Colin pertaineth to ſome Sou- 
thern Noble man,and perhaps in Surrey or Kent; therather, becauſe he ſo often na- 
meth the Kentiſh downes: and before, 4s the, as laſſe of Kent. 

The wvidowes, He calleth Roſalind the widowes daughter of the Glenne, thatis, of 
acountrey Hamlctor borough, which Tthinkeis rather ſaid to colour and conceale 
the perſon, then ſimply ſpoken. For itis vvell knowne, even in ſpight of {/i» and 
Hobbinol!, that ſhe isa gentlewoman of no meanehoule, nor enducd with any vul- 
gar and common gifts, both of nature and maners: butſuch indeed, as need neither 
Colirbeaſhamedtohauc her madeknowne by his verſes, nor Hobbinol! be grieued 
thatſo flie ſhould be commended to immortalitie for her rareand [ingular vertues : 
Specially deſeruing itnoleſle, theneither ©Iyrro the molt excellent Poet Theoeri- 
2 his darling, or Lawrerttathe diuine Petrarches goddeſle,or Himera the vyorthy 
poet Ste/ichorws his Idol : vpon whom heeis ſaid ſo muchto haue doted, that in re- 
gardofherexcellencie, heeſcornedand wrote againſt the beautie of Helena, For 
which his prefumptuous and vnheedie hardineſle, hee is ſaid by vengeance of the 
gods, (thereat beeing offended) to haue loſt both his eyes. 

Frenne,a ſtranger. The wordIthinke was firſt poetically put, andafrerward vied 
in commoncuſtomeof ſpeech for forrenne. 

D#ght, adorned. Laye,a ſong, as Roundelayes,or Virelayes. 
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APRILL. 


Inallthis ſong, isnotto bereſpe&edvvhar the vvorthinetle of her Maieſtie de- 
ſcrueth, nor whatto the highneſle of a Prince is agreeable, but vyhatis moſt come- 
ly forthe meannelle ofa ſhepheards wit, or to conceiue, or tovtter, And therefore 
he calleth her E/iſa,asthroughrudeneſle tripping in her name: and a ſhepheards 
daughter ; it beeing very vnhit, thata ſhepheards boy, brought vp in the ſheepfold, 
ſhould know, or euer ſeeme to haue heard ofa Queenes royaltie. 

Te adaintie, isas itvvere an Exordiumadpreparandos animos, 

Virgins, the nine Muſes, daughters of Apollo, and Memorie, vvhoſe abodethe Po- 
ets feigneto beon Parnaſlus,a hill in Greece, for that in that countrey ſpecially flou- 
riſhed the honour of all excellent [tudies. 

Helicon, is both the name of afountaineat the foote of Parnaſſus, and alſo of a 
mountainein Boztia, outof the vvhich floweth the famous ſpring Caſtalius, dedi- 
cate alſo tothe Mules: of vvhich ſpring it is ſaid, that vvhen Pegaſus the vvinged 
horſe of Perſeus (vvhereby is meant fame, and flying renowne) ſtrookethe ground 
with his hoofe, ſuddainly thereoutſprangavvellofmoſt cleare and pleaſant vvater, 
vvhichfrom thence was conſecrate to the Muſes and Ladies of learning, 

Your filuer ſong, ſeemeth to imitate thelike ig Heſyodus argurion melos, 

Syrinx,is the name ofa Nymph of Arcadie,vvhom when Pan being in loue pur- 
ſued,ſhe flying from him, of the Gods vvas turned into areed. So thatPancatching 
atthereeds, in ſtead ofthe Damoell, and puffing hard, (for hee wasalmoit out of 
vvinde) with his breath madethe reedes to pipe; vvhich he ſecing, tooke of them, 
andin remembrance of hisloſt loue, made him a pipe thereof. But heere by Pan 
and Syrinx is nottobethought, that the ſhepheards plainly meant thoſe poeticall 
Gods: butrather fuppoling (as ſeemeth) her graces progenieto be diuine & immor- 
tall (fo as the Paynims were vvont to iudge of all Kings and Princes, according to 
Homers ſaying ;: :-. 

' Thumos de megas eſtidiotrepheos baſileos, 

| ES | Time dh dios eſt i,philes de emetieta Zew,) 
could deuiſeno parents in his judgement ſo vyoorthy for her, as Pantheſhepheards 
God, and his beſt beloued Syrinx. Sothat by Pan'is heere meant the moſt famous 

and victorious king, herhighnellefather late of vvoorthie memorie, King Henrie 
theeight, And by that name, oftentimes (as heereafter appeareth) be noted kings 
and mightiepotentates: And inſome place, Chriſt himſelfe, who is the verie Pan 
and God of ſhepheards, | | 

 (rimoſin Coronet : hedeuiſeth her crovvne to bee of the fineſt and moſt delicate 
flowers, in (tcad of pearles and precious ſtones wherevvith Princes diademes vſe to 
be adornedand emboſt, _ | 

Embell:ſht, beautified and ſetout. Phebe,the Moone,vvhom the Po- 
ets feigne to beliſterynto Phacbus, that is the Sunne. Medled, mingled. 

_ Yfere, together, By the mingling ofthe Redde roſe and the White, is meantthe 
vniting of thetwo principall houſes of Lancaſter & Yorke: by whoſe 959. pr 
and deadly debate, this realme many yeeres vvasſore trauailed, and almoſt cleane 
decaied: Till the famous Henry the ſeauenth, of theline of Lancaſter,takingtowife 
the moſt vertuous princeſle Elizabeth, daughterto the fourth Edward ofthehouſe 
of Yorke, begatthe moſt royall Henrie the eightaforeſaid,inwhom was the firſt v- 
nion of the Whiteroſe, and the Redde. 

{alliope, oneofthe nine Muſes : to vvhom they aſſigne the honour of all poeti- 
call inuention,& the firſt glory of the Heroical verſe. Other ſay, that ſhe isthe God- 
delle of Rhetoricke : butby Virgil itis manifeſt, that they miſtake the thing. - or 

enere 


APRILE 


there isin his Epigrams, that Artſcemeth to beateribured to Polymnia, ſaying : 
Signat cunttamann, loqriturque Polymnia geſta, 

Which ſcemeth ſpecially to be meant of Action, and Elocution, both ſpeciall parts 
of Rhctorick: belide that her naine, vyhich (asſome coaltrue ir) imporceth greac 
remembrance, containeth another part. But Ihold rather with them, which call her 
Poſymnia,or Polyhimnia, of her good linging. 

Bay branches, be theſigne of honour and vicorie, and therefore of mighty con- 
nog mart worne in their triumphs; and cke of famous Poets, as faith Petrarch in 

1s SONEts, . 


Arbor vittorioſa triumphale, 
Honor d' Imperadori & diPoeti, &c, 


The Graces,berhree liſters, the daughters of Jupiter, (vvhoſe names are Aplaia, 
Thalia, Enphroſine : and Homer onely addcth a fourth. i. Paſirhea ) otherwiſe called 
Charites,that is, thanks. VVhom the Poets fained to be goddelles of all beautic & 
comlinetle; vyhichtherefore (as faith Theodontizs) they make three, to weete, that 
men oughtto be gracious and bountifull to other freely: then toreceiue benefits at 
other mens hands curteoully : and thirdly, to requitethem thankfully :wvhich are 
threeſundry ations inliberalitie. And Boccace faith, that they be painted naked 
(as they vvereindeed on the tombe of C. Iulius Czlar)the one hauing her back to- 
vvards vs, and herface fromvyard, as proceeding from vs: the other two toyvard 
vs :noting double thank to be due forthe benefitwe haue done. 

Deffly, finely and nimbly. Soote, lweete. Meriment, mirth, 

Benie. Abeuicof Ladies ,is ſpoken figuratiuely for a companie or a troup, the 
tearm is taken of Larkes, Forthey ſay a beuic of Larks, cuen as acoucy of Partri- 
ges,or aneyeof Pheſants. 

Ladies of the lake, be Nymphs. For itwas anold opinion amongthe ancient hea- 
then, thatofeuery ſpring and fountaine wasa goddelle the Soueraigne. Which opi- 
nion [tuck inthe minds of men not many yeares(ince, by means of certain fine fa- 
blers, & loude lyers, ſuch aswerethe authors of king Arthurthe great, &ſuch like, 
vvhotellmany anvnlawfulllealing of the Ladies of the lake, thatis,the Nymphes, 
= thevyord Nymph in Greeke,{ignifieth vvell-water ; or otherwiſe, a Spoule or 

ride, 

Behight, called ornamed. 

- Chlorss,thename of a Nymph, and (ignifieth greennelle: of yyhom is ſaid, that 
Zephyrus the VVeſtern wind being inlouewith her, & coucting her toyvife,gaue 
her for adowrie, the chiefedome and(oueraigntie of all loyvres,and green hearbs, 
grovving ontheearth. 

Olines beene. The Oliue was wont to bethe Enſigne of peace and quictnelle,ceirher 
for thatit cannot be planted and pruned,and(o carefully lookedto as it ought, but 
in time of peace: or elſe, for that the Oliue tree, they ſay, will not grovye neare the 
Firre tree, vyhich is dedicateto Mars the God of battaile, and vied molt for ſpearcy, 
and other inſtruments of vvarre. VVherevpon is finely fained, thatwhen Neptune 
and Minerua [troue for the naming of the Citty of Athens, Neptune (triking the 
groundyvith his Mace, cauſed a horſe tocome forth, that importeth war; butatMi- 
neruacs ſtroke, ſprung outan Olive, to notethat icſhould be a nurſe of Icarning, & 
ſuch peaceable ſtudies, "I 

Bind your, ſpoken rudely,and accordingtoſhepheardslimplicitie. | 

Bring: all theſe benames of flowers, Sopsin wine za flowerin colour m ach _ fo 
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a Carngtion, but dittcring in ſmell and quantitie, Flovvredclice, that which they 
v{eto mistcarme, flowredeluce, beeing in Latine called F/os d*liciaram, 

A bellibone, or a Bonnibel, homelyſ{poken forafaire maid, or bonilatle. 

For ſwonke, and forſwat, ouer-Jaboured and ſunne-burnat. | 

I ſaw Phebus, the Sunne. A lcnlible narration, and a preſent view of the thing 
mentiqned, which they call Paron/7a. | | 

Cyathia, the Moone, ſo called of Cinthw ahill,vvherc ſhe was honourcd, 

Latonaes ſeede,was Apollo and Diana, Whom vyhen as VViobe the wife of Arphi- 
ox (corned, in reſpec of the noble fruite of her wombe, namely, herſcauen ſonnes, 
and ſo many daughters, Latoza beeingtherewith dilplealed, commaunded her ſon 
Phebu to (lay all the ſonnes, and Diaza all the daughters: vyhercat the vnfortu- 
nate Nwbe beeing ſore diſmaied, andlamenting out of meaſure, was fained by the 
Poetsto be turned into a {tone,vpon the Sepulchre of her children: for which caule, 
the Shepheardfaith, he will not compare her to them, for feare of misfortune. 

Nowriſe,istheconcluſion. For hauing ſvudecked her with praifes and compari- 
ſons, hereturnethall the chanke of his labour, to the excellencie of her maieſtie. 

When Damfſins, A balc reward ofa clowniſh giuer, 

Thleat, Y is a pocticall addition,blent, blended. 
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This poelte is taken out of Vrr91l, & there of hiniſelfe vſed in theperſon of c- 
e24to hismother YVexx, appearing to him in likeneſle of one of Dianaes damolels, 
becing there moſt diuinely et foorth. To which fimilitude of diuinitic , Hobbinol!l 
comparing the excellencie of Eſa, and being through the vyorthinetle of Co/ns 
{ong, as it were, ouercome with the hugenctle of his imagination, burſteth out in | 
areat admiration ( O quam te memorem virgo!) beeing otherwiſe vnable, then by 
{udden {iJence, to expreflethe vrorthinetTe of his conceit. Whom Theror anſivereth 
with another part of the like verſe, as confirmingby his grantand approuance, that 
Etiſaisno whitinferiorto the Maieſticof her, ofwhs the poet ſo boldly pronoun- 
ccd, O aea certe, 
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ARGVMENT. 

[| N this fift Aeglogue, vndertheperſon of two ſhepheards, Piers and Pali- 

node, be repreſented two formes of Paſtours or Miniſters, orthe Prote- 
ſtant and the Catholike; whoſe chiefe ralke ſtanderh in reaſoning, whether 
the life of the one muſtbelike the other : with whom hauing ſhewed, thatir 
is dangerous to maintaine any fellowſhip, or giue too much credite to their 
colourable and fained good will, heerelleth hima cale of the Foxe, that by 
ſuch acounterpoinr of crafrinefſe, deceiued and dcuoured the credulous 


Kidde. 


 PaALINODE, 


S not this the merrie month of May, 
T When loue-l:ds maskenin frefh aray ? 
How falls 1rthen, weno mertier beene, 
Ylike as vthers, girt in gawdicgreene? 
Our blonket liveries been all roo ſad 
For thilke ſuracſeaton, when all is yclad 
With pleaſance, the ground with grafle, the woods 
With greene leaues, the buſhes with bloſſoming buds. 
Youths folke now flockenin enery where, 
To g-ther May-buskets, and ſmelling Breere : 
And home they haſtenthe poſts to dight, 
And all the Kirkepillers cre day light, 
With Hawthorne buds, and ſweet Eglantine, 
And pirlonds of Rofes, and Sopsin wine. 
Such merrie-make holy Saints doth queme: 
Bur we hcere fitten as drowndin a dreme, 
PritRs, 
For youkers P a 11K 0D x fuchfollies fit, 
But we tway becne men of elder wit. 


a? 


PIBRSsS, 


PALINODE. 

Siker,this morrow, no longer ago, 
I ſaw a ſhole of Shepheards out go, | 
With ſinging, and ſhowrting, and iolly cheere : 
Before & em yodea liſtie Tabrere, Lt 
T hat to the meynie a horne-pipe plaid, 
Whereto they dauncen each one with his aide, 
To ſeetheſe folks makeſuch jouiſaunce, + 
Made my hart after the pipe to daunce, -_ 
Thoto the greene wood they ſpeeden them all, 
To fetchen home May with their muſficall : 
And home they bringenin a royall throne, 
Crowned as king: and his Queeneattone 
Was LadieFLoR 4, onwhom did attend 
A faire flocke of Faeries, and a freſh bend 
Oflouely Nymphs. (OtharT were there,” 
To helpen the Ladies their May-buſh beate:) 
Ah Pt xs,beenthy teeth on edge, to thinke, 
How great ſport they gaynen with little ſwinke? 
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PIERS. 
Perdic, ſo farre am T from cauic, 
That their fondnefle inlyT putrie : 
T hoſe faytours little regarden their charge, 
While they letting their ſheepe runne art large, 
Paſſen their time, that ſhould be ſparely ſpent, 
In luſtinefle, and wanton merriment. 
T hilke ſame been ſhepheards for the diuels ſtedde, 
Thatplayen wiule their flocks be vnfedde. 
Wellit 1s ſeene their ſheepe is not their owne, 
Thatletten them runne at randon alone. 
But they been hired for little pay, 
Of ather,that caren as little as they, 
What fallen the flock, ſo they han the fleece, 
And getallthe gaine, paying but a peece. 
I mule, what account both theſe will make, 
The one for the hire, which he doth take, 
And th'otherfor leauing his Lords taske, 
When great P an account of ſhepheards ſhall aske. 
PALINODE, 
Sikcr, now I ſee thou ſpeakeſt of ſpight, 
All for thou lackeſt ſomedele their delight, 
T (as I am) had rather be enuied, 
All were it of my foe, then fonly pittied : 
And yet, 1f need were, pittied would be, 
Rather then other ſhould ſcorne at me: 
For pittied,is mishap, that nas remedie, 
Bur {corned, been deeds of fond foolene. 
What ſhoulden ſhepheards other things tend, 
Then fith their God his good does then ſend, 
Reapen the fruite thereof, that is pleaſure, 
The while they hereliuen, at eaſe andleaſure ? 
For when they be dead, rheir goods ygoe, 
They ſlcepen in rc{t, well as other moe: | 
Tho with them wends, whatthey ſpent in coſt, 
But whatthey leitbehind them, 45 Joſt, 
Good is no go6d, but if it be ſpend: 
God giueth good for none other end, | 
PitRs. 
AhbPAaLriNnoDs, thou art a wortds childe : 
Who touches pitch mought needs be defilic. 
But Shepheards (as Algrind vſed to ſay) 
Movughr not liue ylike, as men of thelay, 
With them it fits to care for their heire, 
Enaunter their heritage doeimpaire: 
They muſtprouidefor meanesof maintenance, 
And to continue their wont countenance. 
But ſhephcard muſt walke another way, 
Sike worldly fouenance he muſt fore-lay. 
Theſonne of his loynes why ſhould he regard, 
To lcaue enriched with that he hath ſpar'd? 
Should notthilke God, that gaue him that good, 
Eke cheriſh his childe, if in bis waies he ſtood ? 
For if he miſſiue, in lewdnefle and luſt, 
Little bootes all the wealth and the truſt, 
That his father left by inheritance, | 
All will be ſoonewaſted with miſgouernance, 
Bur through this, and other their miſcreance, 
They maken many a wrong cheuifance, 
Heaping vp waues of wealth and woe, 
The floods whereof ſhall them ouerflowe. 


Sike mens follic I canvor compare 

Better, then to the Apes fooliſh care, 

That is ſo enamoured of her young one, 

(And yet God wote, ſuch cauſe hath ſhenone) 
That with her hard hoJd, and ſtraight embracing, 
She ſtoppeth the breath of her youngling. 

So often times, whcn as good 15 ment, 
Eullenſueth of wrong entear. 

The time was once, and may aguineretorne, 
(For oft may happen that hath been bcforne) 
When ſhepheards had none inheritance, 

Ne of land, nor fee in ſuffterance: 

But what might ariſe of the bare ſheepe, 

(Were it more or lefſe) whichthey did keepe. - 
Well ywis was 1t with ſhepheards tho: | 
Nought hauing, noughtfearcd they to forgo, 
For Þ a x himleiie was their inheritance, 

And little them ſerued for their maintenance, 
Theſhepheards God lo well them guided, 

That of noughtthey were voprouided: | 

Butter enough, hony, milke, and whay, 

And their flock fleeces thern to array. 

But tract of rime, and long profperitie, 

(Thar, nource of vice, this of inſolencie) 

Lulled the Shepheards in ſuch ſecuririe, 

That not content with loyall obeyſance, 

Some ganto gape for greedy poucrnance, 

And match themſelfe with mightiepotentates, -. 
Louers of Lordſhips,and troublers of ſtates, ' 
Tho gan ſhepheards ſivaines to lookealoft, 

And leaueto liue hard, and learne to ligocſoft. 
Thovnder colour of ſhepheards, ſome-while,* 
There crept in Wolucs, full of fraude and puile, | 
That often deuoured their owne ſheepe, . . *. ..: 
And oftcn the ſhepheards that did ther keepe. = 
This was the firſt ſourſe of ſhepheards ſorrow, +: 


Thatnow nillbe quit with bale, nor borrow. '-_ ; 


PALINODE. _- 

T hree things to beare, been very burdenous, + 
But the fourth to forbeare, is outrageous. 
Women that of loues longing onceluſt, 
Hardly forbearen, buthaue it they muſt : 
So when cholcr is enflamed with rage, 
Wanting reuenge, is hard to allwage : 
And who can counſel] a thirſtic ſoule, 
With ener to forbearetbe offred boule? - 
But of all burdens, that a man can bearc, 
Moſtis, afooles talke to beare and to hcare, 
I weene the giant has notſuchia weight, - | 
That beares on his ſhoulders the heauens heighe. 
T hou findeſt fault, wherenys to be found, 
And buildeſt ſtrong warkeypon a weake ground: 
Thouraileſt on right,withoutreaſon, | 
And blameſt hem much, for ſmall encheaſon, 
How woulden ſhepheards liue, if not ſo? 
Whatzſhould they pynen in paine and wo? 
Nay, ſay I thereto, by my deare borrow, 
If1 may reſt, I nilllive in forrow. 

Sorrow ne need to be haſtened an : 
For he will come without'caliog anone, 
While times enduren of rranquillitie, 


Vſen 
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Vien we freely our felicitie: 
For when approchen the ſtormie ſtowres, 
Wwe m__ with our ſhoulders beare off the ſharpe 
And ſoothto ſaine,nought ſeemeth {ike ſtrike, ({howres. 
Thatſhepheards ſo twiten each others life, 
And layen their faults the world beforne, 
The while theirfoes done each of them ſcorne, 
Let none miſlike of that may notbe amended : 
So conteck, foone by concord, mought be ended, 
PIERS, 
Shepheard, I liſt no accordance make 
With ſhepheard, that does the right way forſake, 
And of the twaine, if choiſe were to me, 
Had leuer my foe, then my friend he be. 
For what concord ban light and darke fam ? 
Or what peace has the Lion with the Lambe? 
Such faitors, when their falſe harts been hid, 
Will do, as did the Foxe by the Kid. 
PALINODE. 
Now Px s, of fellowſhip, tell vs that ſaying : 
Forthe Lad can keepe both our flocks from ſtraying, 
PIERS. 
Hilkeſame Kidde (as I can well deuilc) 
Was too very foolith and vowile, 
For, on a time, in Sommer ſeaſon, 
The Goat her dame, thathad goodreaſon, 
Yode forth abroad vnto the greene wood, 
To brouze, or play, or what ſhe thought good: 
Bur, for ſhe had a motherly care | 
Of her young lonne;, 2nd witto beware, 
She ſet her youngling before her knee, 
That was both freſh and louely to lee, 
And full of fauour, as Kidde mought bee, 
Has veluet head began to ſhoote our, 
And his wreathed hornes gan newlyſprout? 
The blofſomes of luſt to bud did begin, 
And ſprung forth rankly vnder his chin, | 
My ſonne (quorh ſhe) and with that gan weepe? 
(For carctull thoughts in her hart did creepe) 
God bleſle thee poore Orphane, aShe mought me, 
And fend thee toy of thy iolhtie, | 
'Thy tather (thar word ſheſpake with paine, 
For a ſigh had nigh renther hartin twaine) 
Thy father, had be hued this day, 
To ce the branehesof his body diſplay, 
How would he hauc toycd at this ſweet fight? 
Bur ah, falſe Fortune ſuch ioy did him ſpight, 
And cutoff his daies with vatimely wo, 
Berraying him vato thetraines of his fo, 
Now I a wailefull widow behight, 
OF my old age haue this one delight, 
To f-c theeſucceede in thy fathers ſtead, 
And flouriſh in lowers of luſtichead, 
For cuen ſo thy father his head vpheld, 
And lo his hantie hornes did heweld. 
Tho marking him with melting eyes, 
A thrilling throb from her hart didariſe, 
And interrupted all her other ſpeech, 
With ſame old ſorrow that made 2 new breach: 
Seemed ſheſaw (in her younglings face) 
The old lineaments of his fathers grace. 


Arlait, herſ{ullca ilence the broke, 

And gan his new budded beard to ſtroke. 
Kiddic (quoth ſhe) thou kenſt the great care, 
I have ot thy health and thy weltare, 

Which many wilde beaſts liggen in waite, 
For to intrap in thy tender [tate : 

But molt the Foxe, mailtcr of colluſion : 
For he has vowed thy laſt confuſion, 

For thy my Kiddie, beruled by me, 

And nceuer giue truſt to his trecherie : 

And if he chaunce come when am abroad, 
Sparrethe yate faſt, for feare of fraude, 

Ne for all his worſt, nor for his beſt, 

Open the dooreat his requeſt, 

So ſchooled the Goate her wanton ſanne, 
That anſwered his mother, all ſhould be done. 
Tho went the penfiue Dame out of doore, | 
And chaunſt to ſtumble atthe threſhold floore : 
Her ſtumbling ſtep ſomewhat her amazed, 
(For ſuch as {ignes of 1]] Iucke hath been dilpraiſed) 
Yet forth ſhe yode,thereathalfe agaſt, 

And Kiddie the doore ſparred afterher faſt, 
It was not long after ſhe was gane, 
But the falſe Foxe came to the doore 2none. 
Not as a Foxe, for then he had be kend, 
But all as a poore pedler hc d1d wend: 
Bearing a truſfe oftrifles at his back, 
As belles, and babies, and glafſes in his pack. 
A biggen he had got about his braine, 
For 1n his hegdpeece hefelt 2 ſore pine. 
His hinder heele was wrapt in a clout, 
For with great cold he had got the gout, 
There at the doore he caſt me downe his packe, 
And Jujd him downe, and groned, alack, alacke; 
Ah deere Lord, and fweet Saint Charitie, 
That ſome good body would once 7itrie me, 
Well heard Kiddie ail this ſore conftraint, 
Andlengd to know thecauſe ofhis complaint : 
Tho creepihig dlofe, behin4 the Wickersclinke, * 
Priuily he pceped out through a chinke: 
Yetnotto priujly butthe Foxc him ſpied, | 
For deceittyll meaning 15 double eyed. 
Ab, good young Maiſter (then gan hecry) 
Ieſus bleffe that ſweet faccI elpie, 
And keepe Four corps from the carefullſtounds 
That in my carrion carkas abounds. 
The Kidde, pittying his heauineſle, 
Asked the cauſc of his greardiſtrefſe, 
Andalſo who, and whence that he were, 
Tho he, that had wel ycond his ere, 
Thus medled his talke with many ateare : 
Sicke, ſicke, alas, a littlelacke of dead, 
But I berclicucd by your beaſtlic-head. 
I am a poorc ſheepe,albe my colour dunne: 
Forwith long trauaile I am brear in the ſunne. 
And if that my Grandlire me ſaid, be true, 
Siker I am'very ſybbe to you: 
So be your goodlihead doe not difdaine 
The baſe kinred of fo ſimpleſwaine. 
Of mercie and fauour then I youpray, 


With your aydeto foreſtall my neere decay. i: 
(®] 


— 
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Tho out ofthis packea glalle he tooke : 
Wherein while Kiddie vawares did looke, 
Hee was fo enamoured with the newel, 
That nought he deemed deare for the Icwel. 
Tho opened he thedore, and in came 
The falſe Foxe, as he were ſtarke lame, 
His taile he clapt betwixt his legs twaine, 
Leſt he ſhould bedeſcried by his traine, 

Beeing within, the Kidde made him goodglce, 
Ali for the loue of the olaſſe hedidſee, 
After his cheare, the Pedler gan char, 
Andrtell many lefings of this, and that: 
And how he could ſhew many a fine knack, 
Tho ſhewed his ware, and opened his packe, 
Allfſaue a bell, which he leftbehind 
In the basket, for the Kidde to find. 
Which when the Kidde ftouped downe to catch, 
He popt him in, and hisbasket did latch : 
Ne ſtayed he once, the dooreto makefaſt, 
Butranne away with him in all haſt. 

Home when the doubtfullDame had her hide, 
She mought ſec the dore ſtand open wide, 
All agaft, lowdly ſhe ganto call 


Her Kidde : but he nould anſwere at all. 

Tho on the flore ſhe ſaw the marchandiſe, 

Of which her ſonne had {ct too deare a price. 

What helpe 2 her Kidde ſhe knew well 1s gone: 

She weeped and wailed, and made great mone. 

Such end hadthe Kidde: for he nould warned be 

Of craft coloured with fimplicitie : 

And ſuch end pardie does all hemremaine, 

Thar of ſuch fallers friendſiup been faine, 
PALINODE. 

Truly P xx Rs,thou art beſide thy wit, 

Furtheſt fro the marke, weening it to hit. 

Now I pray thee, let me thy tale borrow 

For our fir I o H N,toſay to morrow, 

At the Kirke, when it is holiday : 

For well he meanes, but little can ſay. 

But and if Foxes beene lo craftic, as ſo, 

Much needeth all Shepheards hem to know, 
PIERS. 

Of their falſhood more could I recount, 

But now the bright ſunne ginnethto diſmount: 

And for the deawienightnow draw'th nie, 

Lhold it beſt for vs home to hie. 


Palinodes Embleme. 
Pas men apiſtos apitet. 


| Piers his Embleme. 
 Tw dara piſtss apiſto. 


GLOSSE 
Thilke,thisſame moneth. It is applied to the ſeaſon of the moneth, when all men 
delightthem(elues with the pleaſance of fields, and gardens and garments. 


Blonket lineries, gray coats, 


clad, arrayed, Y, redowndeth,as before. 


In eery where, a (trange, yet proper kind of ſpeaking, 
Buckets, adiminutiue. i. little buſhes of hawthorne, 


Kirke, Church. 


Oneme, pleaſe. 


A ſhole,a multitude: taken of fiſh, whereof ſome goingin great companies, are 


faidtoſwimin a ſhole. 
Tode,vvent. 
Faytours, vagabonds. 


Towiſannce, ioy. 


Swinke,labour, Ialy, entirely. 


Great Pan, is Chriſt, the very God of all ſhepheards, which calleth himſelfe the 


great and good ſhepheard. Thenameis molt rightly (mee thinks) applied tohimy 
for Paz (ignifiethall, oromnipotent , which is onely the Lord Teſus. And by that 
name (as Iremember) he is called of Exſebins,in his fift booke De preparat.Euarge. 
who thereof telleth a proper [torie to that purpoſe. Which ſtories firlt recorded of 
Platarch,in his booke of the cealing of miracles : and of Lawateretranllated,in his 
booke of walking ſpirits. Whoſaith, that about the ſametime that our Lord ſuffe- 
red his molt bitter paſſion, for the redemption of man, certaineperſonsſayling fro 
Italie to Cyprus, and paſling by certainelles called Paxa, heard a voycecalling a- 
loud, Thamm, Thamw, (now Tham was the name of an Xgyptian , which was 

Pylot 


(T3 


MAY, 


Pylot of the ſhip) who giuing eareto the cry, was bidden, vvhen hee cameto P2/-- 
des,totell thatthe great Pan was dead: vvhich hedoubting to doe, yer for thatwhe 
he cameto P-/odw thereſuddenly was ſuch a calme of vvind, thatthe ſhip Rood (11] 
intheſca vamooued, he was forced to cry aloud, that Pw vvas dead: vyherevvith- 
all, there was hcard ſuch pitious outcries, and dreadfull ſhriking, as hath notbeene 
chelike, By vvhich Pan, though of ſome bevnderſtoodthe great Sathanas, vvhoſe 
kingdomevvas atthat timeby Chrilt conquered, the gates of hell brokenvp, and 
Death by dcath dcliucred to eternall death, (for at that rime;as heeſaith, all Oracles 
ſurceaſed; and cenchauntedſpirits,chatwere wontto deludethepeople, thenceforth 
held their peace:) and alſoatthedemaundofthe Emperour Tiberizs, who that P.2 
ſhould be, anſwere was made him by thewiſeſt and beſt learned.thatit was theſonne 
of CHercyrie,and Penelope: yet 1 thinke it more properly meant of the death of 
Chriſt, the onely and verie Pax,then ſuffering for his flocke. 

I ai T am,(eemeth to imitate the common prouerbe, alin innidere mihi omnes, 
quam miſereſcere, 

Na, isaſyncope,for ne has,or has not : as nould for would not. 

Tho with them, doth imitate the Epitaph of the ryotous king, Sardanapa'y, 
which hecauſedto be vvritten on his tombe in Greeke: which verſes be thus tranſ- 
lated by T lie. | 

* Flee habai que edizquequeexaturata libido 
* Hauſit: at illamanentmultaacpraclara relita, 
Which may thus be turned-into Engliſh. | 
| « All thatI eare, didTIioy; andall thatI greedily gorged: 
© Asforthoſe many goodly matrers,[eftI for others. 

Much likethe Epitaph ofa good Earle of Deuonſhire,which though much more 
yviſedome bewraicth then Sardanapalrs, yethath a ſinacke of his ſenſuall delights 
and beaſtlineſſe;therimes be theſe: | 

« Ho, ho,wholies heere ? 
«<Ithe good Earleof Deuonſhire, 
& And Mauld my wife that was full deare : 
& Weliuedtogetherly. yeare. 
«< Thatweſpent, we had : 
© That we gaue,wehaue : 
© That we lefc, we lolt, 


eAlprind,thename of a ſhepheard. Men of the lay, Lay men. 
Enanter,lealtthat. ; 
Sorenance, remembrance. CHMiſcreance, ciſpraile, or misbelicfe. 


.Cheniſaunce, ſometimes of Chaucer vſed for gaine : lomtime of other, tor ſpoile, 
ar bootie, or enterpriſe, and ſometime for chiefedume. 77 £01 

Pan himſelfe, God: accordingasisfaidin Deuteronomie, that in diuifion of the 
land of Canaar, tothe tribeof Zexino portion of heritage ſhould be allotted, for 
God himſe]fewas their inheritanee. | 

Sorte ga,meant of the Pope, and his Antichriſtian prelates, which vſurpea ty- 
rannicall dominion inthe Church, and with Peters counterfeit keyes, open a wide 
gate toall wickedneſſeandinſolent government. Nought heere ſpoken, as of pur- 
poſe todeniefatherlie rule and gouernance (asſome malicioully of latehaue done, 
to thegteatvnreſt and hinderance of the Church) but to diſplay the pride & difor- 
der offuch, as in ſtead of feeding their ſheepe, in deed feed of their ſheepe. 


. Swarſe,vyell-ſpring andoriginall, Borrow, pledge or {uretie. 7, 
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The Giant, isthe great Atlas, vyvhom the poets faine tobe a huge Giant, that bea- 
reth hcauen on his ſhoulders: beeing indeeda maruailous high mountainein Mau- 
ritania,thatnow is Barbarie, vvhich to mans ſeeming pearceth the cloudes, & ſee- 
methto touch the heauens. Other thinke, and they not amitle, that this fable vvas 
meant of one Atlas, King of the ſame country,vvho (as the Greekes ſay) did firſt 
find outthe hidden courſe of the (tarres, by an excellent imagination ; vyherefore 
the poets fained, that he ſuſtained the firmament on his ſhoulders, Many other c6- 
iecturesneedlelle betold heereof, 


Farke, vvorke. Excheaſon, cauſe, occaſion. 

Deare borow, that is our Sauiour, the common pledge of all mens debts to death. 
T witey, blame. Noxght ſeemeth. is vaſeemely. | 
C ontecke, (trife, contention. Her, their, as vſeth Chaucer. 

Han, for haue. Sem, together. 


. Thistale is much like to that in Zſops fables: but the Cataſtrophe and end is 
farre different. By the Kidde,may bevnderſtood theſtmpleſort of the faithful and 
true Chriſtians. By his damme, Chriſt ; that hath alreadie vvith carcfull vyatch- 
vyords (as heeredoth the Gote) vvarned his litrle ones, to beware of ſuch doubling 
deccit. By the Fox, thefalſe andfaithletle Papiſts, ro vvhom is no crediteto be gi- 
giuen,norfelowſhipto be vſed. 

The Gate, the Gote: Northrenly ſpoken,toturne O into A. 

Yoade, went,aforcfaid. ; 

She ſet, A figure called Fiftio, vyhich vſeth to attribute reaſonable aAions, and 
[peeches,tovnreaſonable creatures, | 

T he vloſſomes of luſ?, bethe youngand moſliehaires, vyhichthen begin to ſprout 
and ſhoote forth, when luſtfull heatbeginneth to kindle. 

And rith, a very poeticali Patios. 


Orphane, a youngling or pupill,thatneedethatutor or gouernour. 
Thatword, a patheticall parentheſis, toencreaſea carefull Hyperbaton, 


The branch of the fathers body, is the child. 


renen ſo, ailuded totheſaying of Andromacheto Aſcaniusin Virgil, 
Sic oculos, fic ille mans, fic ora ferebat. 

A thrilling throb a pcarcingligh. Lipgen,lie. 

Miſter of collsſron, i.coloured guile, becauſethe Foxe of all beaſts is moſt wis 
lic and craftic, 

Sparre the yate, ſhut the doore. | | 

For ſuch:theGotes ſtumbling,is here noted as an euill ſigne. The liketo be mar- 
kedinall hiſtories: andthatnotrhe leaſt ofthe Lord Haſtings in King Richard the 
third his daies. For beſide his dangerous dreame (which was a ſhrewd prophelie of 
his mishap that followed) itis ſaid, thatinthemorningriding towards the tower of 
London, there to {it vpon mattersof counſel], his horſe ftumbledrwice or thrice by 
the way: vvhich of ſome, that (riding vvith him in his company) werepriuy to his. 
necre deſtinie, vvas ſecretly marked, and afterwarde noted for memorie of his 
great mishappe that enſued. For, beeing then as merrieas man might be,& lea(t 
doubtingany mortall danger, heyvas vvichin two houres after, of the Tyrant put 
to a ſhamefull death, | 

As belles: by ſuch triflesare noted, thereliquesand ragges of popiſh ſuperſtition, 
vvhich putno ſmall religion in Belles, and babies. i. Idoles, and glailes, [. Paxes, 8 
ſuch like trumperies. | 

Great cold,torthey boaſt much of their outward patience, and voluntaric ſuffe- 

rance, 


MAY. 


os 


rance, asa worke of merit, and holy humbleneſle. 

Sweet $.Charitie,the Catholiques common oath, andonely ſpeech, to hauecha- 
titie alwaies in their mouth, and ſometime in their outward ations, but neuer in- 
vvardly infaithand godly zeale. "55 

Clinke, a key-hole: vvhole diminutive isclicket, vſed of Chaucerfor a key. 


Stonnds, fittes : aforeſaid. Hy lere, hisleflon. | 
HMedlcd, mingled. Beaitlihead, a greetingtothe perſon ofa beaſt. 
Sibbe, akinne, Newell, anewthing. Q 
To foreſtall, topreuent. Glee,cheare: aforeſaid. 


Deare aprice, his life which he loſt for thoſe toyes. __ 
Szch end, is an Epiphonema, orrather the morall of the whole tale; whoſe'pur- 
poſe isto warnethe Proteſtant to beware, how he giueth credit to the vnfaithfulCa- 
cholique :yvhereofwe haue daily proofes ſufficient, but one moſt famous of all; 
praftiled of late yeeres by Charles the ninth, = 
Faine,glad or deſirous, 


Ox. fir 14h, apopiſh prielt. Aſaying fit for thegroſnelle of a ſhepheard , bur : 


ſpoken totauntvnlearned prieſts. 


Diſmount, deſcend or (et. Nie, drawethneere. 


Embleme_. 


Both theſe Emblemes make one vvhole Hexametre. The firſt ſpoken of Pali- 
node, as inreproach of them that be diſtruſtfull, isa peece of Theognis verle,inten- 
ding, that who doch moſt miſtruſt,is moſt falſe. For ſuch experience in falſhood, 
breedeth miſtruſt in themind, thinkingno lelle guileto lurk in others,then inhim- 
ſelfe. But Piers thereto ſtrongly replieth with another peece oftheſame verſe, ſay- 
ingas inhisformerfable, vvhat faith then is therein the faithleſſe? For, if faithbe 
the groundof Religion, which faith they daily falſe, what hold is there of theirRe- 
ligion? And this isall thattheyſay, *_ 
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{4 eAegloga ſexta_. 


1 ARGVMENT. 


His Aeglogue is whollie vowed to the complaining of Colhys ill ſic- 

ceſſe in kis lone. For becing (as isaforelaid) enamonred of acountrey 
Laſſe, Reſalinde, and hauing (as ſeemeth) found placein her heart, helamen- 
ceth to his deere friend Hobbznell, chat heis now forſaken vnfairhfully, and 
in his ſtead , Menalcas another ſhepheard recciued diſloyallic. Andthis is 
the whole Argument of this Aeglogue. 


H oBBINOLTI, 


Colin CLovr. 


'E O Cort, heerethe place , whoſe pleaſant Gokt And to thedalesreſort, where ſhepheards ritch, 


From other ſhades hath weand my wandring mind: 
Tell me, what wants mec heere, to workedelight ? 


” 


The ſimple aire, the gentle warbling wind, 
So calme, ſo coole, as no where clſeT find : 
Theegrafſte ground with daintie Daifies dight, - 


The Bramble buſh, where Birds of cuery kind Z 


To th'waters fall their tunes atternper right. 
COLIN, 

O happy Ho BB1No LL, Iblcſlethy ſtate, 

Thar Paradiſe haſt found which A Þ a »c loſt. 

Here wander may thy flocke early or late, 

Withouten dread of Wolues to been ytoſt : 

Thy louely layes heere maiſtthou freely boſte: 

ButI, vohappy man, whom cruell fate, 

And angry Gods purſue from coſte to coſte, 

Can no where finde,to ſhroud my luckleſle pate. 
HoBBINOLL. 

Then ifby me thou liſt aduiſed be, 

Forſake thy ſoyle, that ſo doth thee bewitch : 

Leaue me thoſc hilles, where harbroughnis to ſee, 

Nor boly-buſh, nor brere, nor winding vvitch. 
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Andfruitful flocks been euery where to ſee; 
Heere no night Rauens lodge, more black then pirch, 
Nor cluiſh gholts; nor gaſtly Owles doc flee. 


But friendly Faeries, met with many Graces, 

And lightfoote Nymphs can chaſethelingring night, 

With keydegiues, and trimly trodden traces, 

Whilſt fiſters nine, which dwell on Parnafſe hight, 

Do make them muſick, for their more delight: 

And Þ a himſfelfeto kiſſe their cryſtall faces, 

Will pipe and daunce, when PHoz  ſhineth bright: 

Such picrleſle pleaſures haue we in theſe places. 
COLIN. 

And1I, whilſt youth, and courſe of carelcſſe yeeres, 

Did let mewalke withouten links of loue, 

In ſuch delights did ioy amongſt my peeres : 

But riper age ſuch pleaſures doth reproue, 

My fanſfie cke from former follies moue 

To ſtayed ſteps: for time in paſſing weares 

(As garments doen, which wexen old abouc) 

Anddraweth new delights with boarichaires. _ 
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- Tho couth 1 f1..g ofloa:, aud tune my pipe 

Vnto my rtuintivepleas in verſes made: 

Tho wouia Tſecke for Quzene-apples ynripe, 

TognmemyRoSALIND E,andin Somner ſhade 

D:ght gaudic Gulonds, was my cominon trade, 

To crowne her golden locks : but yeercs more ripey 

And lofte of her, whoſe loue as life I way de, 

Thote weary wanton toves away «1d wipe, 
HOBEINOTLL. 

CooL 1N,to heare thy times an\ toundelaies, 

Which thou wert wont on waſteful hils to ſing, 

I mcredclight, then Larke 1n Sommer dayes : 

Wholz Eccho made the r:cighÞour groucs 10 ring, 

And taught the yrds, which inthe lower {pring 

Did ſiiroude in ſhady leaves fr »m funny rayes, 

Frame to thy 'ong their cheer tuil cheriping, 

Or hold they peace, for ſhame ot thy (weer layes. 


Tfawe CALLIOP E with Viuſes moe, 

Sooneas thy Oaten pipe began toſound, 

Their ſuoneLutes and Timb-urins forgoc: 

And from the fountaine, where they fate around, 

Renneafter haſtily thy filuer ſound. 

But when they came, where thou thy sKill d1dſt ſhowe, 

They drewe aback, as halt« with ſhame confound, 

Shepheard to ſee, them wm ther art out-goe. 
CoLiN. | 

Of Mufes HonBzinorr I conneno skill, 

For they been daughters -t *he lgheſt | ov 8, 

And holden ſcoruc of homely ſhephearq: quill: 

For tith 1 heard, thu anwith Pots y s ſtrove, 

Which him to much rebuke and danger drouce, 

T ncuer liſt prefur:ero Tarn ſſe hull, 

Bur piping lowe, 10 ſhade of lowely groucs 


I play topleaic my telfc, albeir 1}. 


Nought weigh I, who my ſong dothpriiſceor blame, | 


Ne ſtrive ro winne renowne, or paſſe the r.{t: 
With ſhepheard fits not, followe flying fame: 
But feede his flocke in fields, where falls hem beſt. 


] wote My 1MNes een TOUBR, anc 


The fitter tlc, my care tull cate to frame: 


a ety dreus 


The God of Shephearls TiTYary $15 dead, 
Who caught me homely, + 1 can, to make : 
H-:, whilſt he lined, w.is the foucratone head 
O: ſhepheards al:, thatbeen with louc ytake. 


Well couth he waile his woes, and I1ohnly {l..ke 


The flames, which love withio his hart had bredde, 


And tell vs mery tales,to kcepe vs wake, 
The while our ſheepe abourys lately fedde, 


T hen ſhould my plainrs, cauſde of diſcurtefee, 
As meſſengers of my painfull phghr, 

Fly ro my loue, where eucr that the bee, 

And pearcc her heart with point of worthy wight : 
As ſhee deferues, thac wrought lo deaily fprgat. 
AndthouMrtNnarc as, thatby trecherie 
Didſtyonderfong my Latie, towexe fo light, 
Should'i well be knowne for {nchthy villame. 


Burt fince I am not, as I wifi I were, , 

Ye gentle ſhepheards, which your flocks doe feed, 

Whether on hilles, or dales, or other where, 

Beare witnefle all of this ſo wicked deede : 

And tell the Lafle, whoſe flowre js woxe a weed, 

An4 fultleſle faith, is turned ro faithlcflc feere, 

That ſhe the trueſt ſhepheards hart made bleed, 

That liues on earth, and loued her moſt deere. 
HoBBINOLL. 


Ocarefull Cor 1N,Llameot thy caſe, 


Thy teares wonid make the hardeſt flint to flowe. 
Ah faithleſſcR 0$AarrNDE, and void of grace, 
Th rt artthe roote of all this ruthfull woe. 


| Bur now 1s time, I gelle, homeward to goc: 


Thenrite ye bleſſed flocks, and home apace, 
Leaſt night with ſtealing ſteppes do you forc{loe, 
And wet your reader Lambes, that by you tracce 


Coliins Embleme. 
G1a /peme ſpenta. 


GLOSSE. 


Paradiſe, AParadifein Greeke , ſignificth a Garden of plcaſure, or place of de- 
lights. So he comparedtheſoile,wherein Ho46.,0ll made abode, torhat carthiy Pa- 
radiſe, in Scripture called Eder, wherein Adam in his frit creation was placed. 
Which of the moſt learned is thought to be in 17:ſoporamin, the molt tertile plea- 
fant countrey in theworld (as may appeare by Dr2dorus Sycutrs defcriprion of it,in 
th: hiſtoric of Alexanders conquelt thereof) lying betweene the two famous Ri- 


Syre, ſituation and place. 


C? 


uers (vvhich areſaid in Scripture to lowe out of Paradilc) Tygri and Euphrates, 


whereof it is denominate. 


Forſake the ſojle. This is no poeticall fiction, but vnfainedly ſpoken of the 


Poet 


I VNE. 
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Poet ſelfe, vyho for ſpeciall occalion of priuate atfaircs (as I haue becn partlic of 
himſelfe informed) andfor his more preferment, remoued out of the North partes, 
came into the South, as Hobbiroll indeed aduiſed him priuatcly. 

Thoſe hilles, that is, in the North countrey,vvhere he dwelt. N:s,is not. 

The dates. The South parts, where henow abideth ; vyhich though they be full 
of hilles and vvoods (for Kent is very hilly and vvoody,and therforeſo called: (for 
Kantſh in the Saxons tongue, lignifieth vvoody) yet in reſpeft of the North parts, 
they becalled dales. For indecd, the North is counted the higher countrey. 

Night Ragens, &c. By ſuch hatefull birdes, he mcaneth all misfortunes (whereof 
they be tokens) flying euery where. | 

Friendly Faeries. The opinion of Faecries and Elfes is very old, and yet ſticketh ve- 
riereligiouſly in the minds of ſome. But to roote thatranke opinion of Eltes out of 
mensharts,thetruth is, that there be no ſuch things, nor yet the ſhadowes of the 
things, but oncly by a ſort of bald Friers and knauiſh ſhauelings fo faigned ; vvhich 
as in other things, ſointhat, ſought to nouſell the common people in igriorance, 
leaſt being once acquainted vvith the truth of things, theyvvouldin timelinell our 
the vatruth of their packed pelfe, and Malle-peny religion. But the ſocth is, that 
vyhen all Italy was diſtratintothe ations of the Guelfesandthe Gibelyns,becing 
tvvo famous houſes in Florence, thename beganthrough their great miſchicfes & 
many oatrages, to beſo odious, or rather dreadfull inthe peoples eares, that if their 
children atany time were froward and wanton, they vvould fay to them thar the 
Guelfe or the Gibelyne came. Which vyords now from them (as many things elſe) 
becomeinto our vſage,and for Guelfes and Gibelynes, vve ſay Elfes and Goblyns. 
No otherwiſethen the Frenchmen vſed toſfay of that valiant captaine, the verie 
ſcourge of Fraunce, the Lord Thalbot, aftervvard Earle of Shrewsbury, whoſe no- 
bleneſſebred ſuch aterror inthe harts oftheFrench,thatofttimesgreat armies were 
defaited and put to flight at the onely hearing of his name: Inſomuch that the 
French vvomen, to Mffray their children, would tell them that the Talbot com- 
meth. 

Mary Graces, though there be indeed but three Graces or {arites ( as afore is 
ſaid)or at the vtmoſt but foure ; yet inreſpe& of many gifts of bountie, there may 
beſaid more. Andſo Muſzus faith,that in Heroes either eye there fate a hundreth 
Graces. And by thatauthoritie, this ſame Poet in his Pageants, faith, An hundreth 
Graces on hereyc-lid fate, 8c. 

Hajdegmres, A countrey daunce or round, The conceit is, that the Graces and 
Nymphes doe daunce vnto the Muſes, and Pan his mulicke;all night by Moone- 
light. Toſignifie the pleaſantnelle of theſoyle, | 

Peeres, Equals and fellow ſhepheards. Ovcene-apples wnripe, immita- 
ting Virgils verſe: 

Ipſe ego canalegam tenera lauugine mala. 


Neighbour grones,a(trange phraſein Engliſh, but vyord for vyord expreſlingthe 


Latine, vicina nemora, 


Spring,notof vvater, but of young trees ſpringing. 

Calliope, aforeſaid. This ſtafte is full of very poeticall inuention. 

Tamburines, an old kind of inſtrument, which of ſomeis ſuppoſed to be the Cla- 
rion. 

Pan with Pheba.The tale is well knowne, how that Pan and Apollo ſtriuing for 
excellencie in mulicke, choſe Midas for theirIudge: who being corrupted with par- 
tiall affection, gaue the victory to Pan, vadeſerued: for yvhich, Phacbus ſet a paire 

| 0 


ad... 
> 


_ "EIT et. — 


of Alles earesvpon his hea 

Tityrw:that by Tityrus is micant Chaucer, hath been already (uficiently ſaid, & 
by this more plaine appeareth, thar he ſaith, herold merietales. Such as be his Can- 
eterbury tales ; whom hecalleth God of the Poets for his excellencie: ſo as Tullie 
calleth Lentulus, Deam ve ſu.i.the God of his life, 

 Tomake,toverlific. O wh}, Apretic Epanorthaſis or corretion, 

Diſcurteſie : he meaneth thefalleneſs of his louer Ro{alinde, whoforſaking him, 
had choſen another. | 

Point of wvarthy wit, the pricke of deſcrued blame. 

HMenalcas, the name of a ſhepheard in Virgil: but hcere is meant a perſon vn- 
knoyvneand ſecret, againſt vrhom he often bitterly inueyeth, 
Vxderfong,vndermine and deceiue byfalle ſuggeſtion, 


” 


VL Y. 


bw >» . 


Embleme. | 

You remember, thatinthe firſt Aeglogue, Colins Poelie was Anchora [peme : for 

as then there was hope of fauour tobe found in time, But now beeing cleane for- 
lorneand reieRtedof her,as whoſe hope, that was, is cleane extinguiſhed & turned 
intodeſpaire, herenounceth all comfortand hope of goodneſſeto come: vvhich is 
all the meaning of this Embleme. 
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the of eploga ſeptima—.. 
ARGV MENT. 
His Aeglogueis made in the hothour & commendation of good ſhep-. 


heards,and to the ſhaincand dilpraile of proude &'ambirious Paſtors; 


Such as Morrell is heere imagined co bc. 
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THOMALIN, 
5 not thilke lame a Gotehcard prowde, 
that firs on yonder bank : 
Whole ftraying heard thernſelfe doth ſhrowde 
cmong the buſhes ranke? 
MORRET. 
What ho, thouiolly ſhepheards (wainc, 
come vpthe hill to mee : 
Better is, then the lowly plaine, 
als for thy flocke, an3thee, 
THoMALIN. 
Ah, God ſhield, man,thar Ifhould clime, 
and learneto looke aloft: 
T his rca(le 18 rife, that oftentime 
oreat c| mbers fall vaſoft, 
In humb'edales is footing faft, 
the trode is not fo tickle: 
And though one fall through heedleſſc haft, 
yetis his mille not mickle. 
And now the ſvn hath reared vp, 
his fiene-footed reme,. 


| Making his way betweene the Cup 


and golden Diademe: 
Therampant Lion hunts he faſt, 
with dogges of noifome breath, 
Whoſe balcfull barking brings 1n haſt, 
inc, plagues, and drecrie death. 
Againſt his cruel! ſcorching heate 
where thou haſt couerture : 
The waſtfull hilles vato hus threat 
is aplaine ouerture. 
Bur if thee luſt, ro ho)den char 
with ſcely ſhepheards ſwaine : 
Comedowne, andlearne the little what, 
that THOMALIN canlaine. 
4 MoORREL. 
Siker, thous but 2 lacſic loord, 
and rekes much of thy ſwinke, 
That with fond termes, and witleſſe words 
to blere minceyesdooft thinke. 
In euill hourethou hentſt in hoad 
thus holy hilsto blame, 
For ſacredvnto Saintsthey ſtond, 
and ofthem hantheir name. 
S, Michels mount who does not knowe, 
that wards the Weſterne coaſt ? 
And of S. Bridgets bowreI trowe, 
all Kent can nightly boaſt : 
Andthey that conof Muſes $kill, 
line moſt what, that they dwell 
(As Gotcheards wont) vpon a hill, 
beſide a learned vvell. 
And wonned not the great God P a x, 
ypon mount Oliget : 
Feedine the blefied flocke of D a n, 
which did himſelfe beget ? 
-, »  THONALIN. 
O bleſſed ſheepe, O ſhepheard great, 
that boygbt his flocke ſodeare: 
And them did faue with bloudie ſweat, 
from Wolucs thatwould them tcare. 


MORRELL, - 
Beſide, as holy fathers faine, | 
there is aholy place: 


Where T 1 T an riſcth from the maine, 


to ren his daily racc. | 
Vpon whoſe top the ſtarres been ſtaied, 
and all the skie doth leane, 


Therc is thecaue where PHoEr 2 x laicd, 


rhe ſhepheard long to dreame. 
Whilome there vſcd ſhepheards all 
to feed their flocks atwill, 
Till by his folly one did fall, 
that all the reſt did (pill, 
And fithence ſhepheards beene forchuid | 
from places of delight: | 
For thy, I wcen thou be afraid, 
to clime this hilles hight, 
Of Synab cant tell thee more, 
and of cur Ladies bowre: --:. 
But little tteeds-to ſtrowe my KKote, 
ſuffice this hill of our. | 


Heerc han the holy Fa yNExs recourſe, | 


and SYLVANE $ hauntenrathe, 
Heere has the ſalt Medway his ſourle, | 
wherein tlre Ny mphes doe bathe: 
_ _, ThefaltMcdyay thattrickling ſtreames 
 adownethedalcs of Kent, 
Till withtheglder brother Themes, 
bis brackiſh waues be meynt, : 
 Heregrowes Melampede cuery where, 
and Ter:binth, good for Gotes ; 
The one, my madding Kids to ſmere, 
the next, to-heale rheirthrotes, = 
Hereto, the hilles been nigherheauen 
and thence the paſſape cthe: | 
As well can proucthepearcing leuin, 
that ſeldomeFalles beneath. 
THOMALIN- 
Sikerthou ſpeakeſt like alewdlorell, 
 ofheaucnto deemen (o: 
How beT am butrude and borrell, 
yet nearer waies I know, . + 
To Kirke the narre,to God morefarre, 
has been an oldſaidfaw, - 
And hethat ſtrives to touch a ſtarre, 
oft ſtambles ata ſtraw. - - | 
Alſoone may ſhepheards clime to skie, 
. that leades is lowly dales : 
As Goteheards proudthat fitting hie, 
yponthe mountaine failes, 
My ſcely ſheepelike well belowe, 
a” necd not Melampede, 
For they been hale enough, Itrowe, 
 andliken theirabode, 
Bur if they with thy Gortes ſhould yede, 
_ they ſoone might be corrupted; 
. Orlikenotof the frowie fede, 
or with the weeds be glutted, . 
The hills where dwcelled holy Saints, | 
. Trevcrenceand adores . |... 
Not for themſelfe,þut for the Saints, 


which 


D 3, 
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which han been dead of yore. and Lord it asthey it : 
And owthey been to heaucn forewent, Ygirt with bc!ts of glitter and gold, 
ther: $000 15 with them go : (mought tey goo! ſhephe 75 been) 
Their'a nplc onely tovs lent, Their P an thei ſicepe to them has fol, 
that 2/5 wemo ught colo,. [ Lay, as lome have ſcene, 
Skephc rds they weren ofthe beſt, For Par 1NoODEG(ifthouhin ken) 
andiiuecd in lowly leas: yode late on pizirinage 
Andf ther fou'esbenowatreſt, ToRome,(itluch be Rome) and then 
why done we them diſeale ? he ſaw thilte misvizge, 
Such: one he was (25 I haue hear.') Fer ſhepheards ({aid he) there docn lead, 
old ALGR1ND, often ſaine) as Lords done otherwhetre : 
That wlilome was the firſt ſhepheard, Their ſheepe han cruſts, and they the bread : 
and lived with little gaine : the chips, and they the cheere: 
And meeke he was, as mecke mought be, Thcy hin the fleece, and ekethe fleſh, 
{mple, as fmple ſheepe, (O filly ſheepe the while) 
Humble, and like in each degree The corne is theirs, let others threth, 
the lock which he d:d keepe. their hands they may not lile. 
Ofren he vſed of his ſhecpe, T hey han great ſtore, and thrifrie flocks, 
a lacrificeto bring, great friends, and feeble fors : 
Now with a Kidde, now with a ſhcepe, What nced hem caren for their flocks, 
the Altars haliowing, their boves can looke to thoſe. 
Solonted he ynto the Lord, The!le Wifards welter in wealths waucs, 
Such fauour couth he find, pamp:ed in pleaſures deepe: 
'T hat never tithens was abhord They ha» fat kernes,and Icany knauecs, 
the ſimple ſhepheards kind, their faſting flocks to keeve. 
And luch Iweene the brethren were, Sike miſter men been all miſgone, 
that came from Canaan : they heapen hilles of wrath : 
The brethren twelue, that kept yfere Sike tithe ſheepheards han we none, 
the flocks of mighty P a x. they keepen all the path. 
But nothing ſuch thilke ſhepheard was, MoRRELL. 
whom Ida hill did beare, Heere is a great deale of god matter, 
' Thatleft his flock to fetcha Laſſe, loſt for Jackeof telling : 
whoſe loue he bought too deare : Now fikerT ſec thou dooſt but clatrer : 
For he was proud, that ilt was paid, harme may come of melling. 
(no ſuch mought ſhepheards bee) Thou medleſt more then ſhall hauethanke 
And with lowd luſt was oucr-laid: to witen ſhepheards wealth : 
tway things doenillagree: When folke been fat, and richesranke, 
But ſhepheards mought be mecke and mild, - -, itisa iigge of health. ; 
well eyed,as AR GVS Was, LEN But lay me, what iSALGRIND, he 
With fleſhly follies vadefilde, that is ſo oft bynempr ? 
and tout as ſteed of brafe. THOMALIN-. 
Sike one (ſaid AL6RIND) MOSES Was, He is a ſhepheard greatin gree, 
that ſaw his Makers face, . but hath been long ypent : 
His face more cleare; then cryſtall glaſſe, | One day he ate vpen a hull, 
and ſpaketo him in place. (as now thou woulleft mee, 
This hada brother, (his name I knowe) Bur Iam taught by ALGRINDS il, 
the firſt of al] his cote : toloucthe lowe degyec.) 
A ſhepheard true, yer notſo true, For ſitting ſo with bared lcaipe, 
_ as hethatearſt I hote. an Eagle lored hte, 
Whilome allchete were lowe, and leefe, Thar weening his L ar head was chalke 
and loued their flocks to feede, a ſh«ll fiih downEler fie. 
They neuer ſirovento be chiefe : She weend the thellfiſh to haue broke, 
and ſimplewas their weede, buttherewith bruzde his braine : 
But now (thanked be God therefore) So now aſtonicd with the ſtroke, 
the world is well amend : he lies in hngring paine. 
Their weeds bene not fo nighly wore, MORRELL. | 
ſuch fimpleſſe moughtrizem ſhend, Ahgood AL GRIND, his hap was illy 
They been yclad in purple and pall, bur ſhall be better intimez: 
ſo hath their God them bliſt: Now farewell ſhepheard, fith this hill 
They raigne and rulen ouer all, thou haſt ſuch doubtto clime. i 
Palinodes Embleme, 1» medio virtus. Morrels Embleme, Iz ſunme felicitas, a 
| :0{:Co 
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GLOSSE. 


A Goteheard, by Gotecs 3n ſcripture bee repreſented the vvicked and reprobatc, 
vvhoſe Paſtour alſo mutt needs beſuch. 

B1zke, istheſcate of honour. Straying heara, vehich wander out of the 
way of truth. Als,for alſo. Cl:mbe,ſpoken of ambition. 

Great climbers, according to Seneca his verſe, 

Deciaut celſa granore lapſy. Aichle, much. 

The ſunze: areaſonvvyhy herefuſed to dwell on the mountaines, becauſc there is 
noſhelteragainſt theſcorching Sunne, accordingto the time of the yeere , vvhich 
s thehotcſt moneth of all. 

The (up and Diademe, be twoſignesinthe firmament, through whichtheſunne 
makcth his courſe in the moneth of Tuly. rb 

Lion, thisis poctically ſpoken, as ifthe Sunne did hunta Lion with one dog. The 
meaningvvhereof is. that in Iuly the Sun isin Leo. Atwhich time, the Dog {tarre, 
which is called Syrius,or Canicula, raigneth, vvith immoderate heate cauling pe- 
{tilence, drought, and many diſeaſes. 

Ozerture, an open place: thevvord is borrovved of the French, andyſed in good 
Writers. To hold:n chat, to taikeand prate. 

A loorae, vvas wont among theold Britons to {ignifiea Lord. And therefore the 
Danes,that long timevſurped theirtyrannic heere in Britannie,were calledfor more 
dreadthendignitie, Lurdans. i. Lord Danes. Atvyhichtimeitis ſaid, that the inſo- 
Iencieand pride of that nation vvas ſooutrageousin this Realme,that if it fortuned 
a Briton to be going cuera bridge, & ſaw the Dane ſet footevpon the ſame, he mult 
returne back, tillthe Dane vverecicane ouer, or elſe abide the price of his diſplea- 
ſure, vvhichvvasnoleflethen preſent death, But beeing afterward expelled, the 
nameof Lurdane hecameſo odiousvntothe people, vvhom they had long oppreſ- 
ſed, that euer atthisdaythey vic formore reproche, tocall the quartane Ague the 
feauer-{urdane. 

Recksmuch of thy ſminge, coats much of thy paines, 

Yeeti:ſſe, not vaderitood. 

S. © Michaels mount, is a promontoricin the Welt part of England. 

A bill, Parnailus aforeſaid. Pan, Chriſt. 

Dx, onetcib- is put for the wholenation , per Syriecdochen. 

Yhere Titan,the Sunne. Which Rtorieisto be read in Diodorus Syc. of the hill 
I6a, from vvhence hefairh, all nighttime is to beſeene a mightie fire, as if the skie 
burncd, vvhichtoward morning beginneth to gather a round forme, and thereof 
riſeth the Sunne,vvhom the Poets call Titan. 

7 heſvepheard, is Endymion,vvhom the Poctsfaineto haue beene ſo beloued of 
Phabe.i.the Moone, that he yvas by her kept aſleepe in a caueby the ſpace of thir- 
tic yecrcs,forto enioy his company. 

There,thatis, in Paradiſe; vyhere, througherrour of the ſhepheards vnderſtan- 
ding, he faith, that aliſhephcards did vſe tofecd their flocks, till one,(that is) Adam, 
by hisfolly and diſobedience, madeall thereſt of his ofspring to be debarred, and 
ſhut out from thence. 

Sinah, a hill in Arabia,vehereGodappeared. 

Our Ladies bewre,aplacect pleaſure ſo called. 

Fauncs,or Sylranes, be of Pocts fainedto be Godsof the yyood. 

CMeaway, 


AJ 


Hed 1» thcraneot ariucy in Kent, yohich running by Rockeitier, mecturh 
vvith Thames: vviom he calleth his elder brother, both becauſe heis ercaer, and 
alio fall:th ſooncr into the ca. 

Ateirt, mingled, —Aelamrode,ans Terevinth, be exibs good to cure diſca- 
ſed Goats,ofthconefpeaketh Mantuan: and ofthe other, Theocritus. 

Terminthor tragnon erkaton acreriontn, 

Nigher heanen :notethe ſhepheards ſimplenetſce,vyhich ſuppoſeth that from the 
hillesis nigher vvay to heauen. 

Lewin, li htning ; vyhich he taketh for an argument, to proue the nighneſle to 
heauen, becauſe the [1ghtning doth c:mmonlIy light on high mountaines, accor- 
dingtothclaying of the Poet : 

Ferinntque ſummos fulmina montes, 


Lorrell, aloſell, A borrell, aplainc fellow, 
Narre,ncarcr, Hale, for hole. 

Teae, £0. | Frowye, muſtie or moſite, 
Ofyore, long 280. Forer-ext goneatore. 


The fir ſhepheard, wyas Abell therighteous, vvho (as Scripture ſaith) bent his 
mindto keeping of ſheep, as did his brother Caineto tiling the ground. 


Hes keepe, his charge. i. his flocke. Lowted, did honourandreuerence. 
The brethren,the twelue ſonnes of Iaacob, which were ſheepmalters, and liued 
onely thereupon. 


hon id, Paris,vhich(being the ſonne of Priamus king of Troy)tfor his mother 
Hecupas dreame, (vvhich beingvvith child of him, dreamed ſhe brougitt toorth a 
fire-brand, that ſet the towne of Ilium on fire) yvas calt forth on the hill Ida; wicre 
beeing foſtred of ſhepheards, he eke in time becamea ſhepheard, and laſtly cameto 


the knowledze of his parentage. 
A Laſſe, Helena, thevvifeof Menelaus king of Lacedemonia, vvas by Venus for 


the golden appleto hergiuen,then promiſed to Paris: vvho thereupon, with a fort 


of luſtic Troyans, (toleher out of Lacedemonia, and kept herin Troy ; which vvas 
thecaule of the tenne yecres warrein Troy, and themolt famous Citrie of all Alia, 
Iamentably ſacked and defaced. 

Arem,vvas of thePoers deuiled to befull of eyes, andtherefore to him was co- 
mitted the keeping of the transformed Cow, Io: fo called, becauſethatin theprine 
of the Covves foote, there is iguredanT inthemiditofan O. 

- * - His name,he mcancth Aaron: vvhoſe name, for more Decora, the ſhepheard 
faith hee hath forgui;l-aft his remembrance and skill in antiquities of holy writ, 
ſhould ſceme to exceed th? meanenelle of theperſon. 

Not fo true: for Aaron inthe abſence of Moſes [tarted alide, and committed Ido- 


latrie. 

In pri-ple, Spoken of the 2apes and Cardinals, vvhich vſe ſuch tyrannicall co- 
lours and pompous paintirg. Belts, girdles. 

Glirterand, glittering ;a jarticiple, vſed ſometimes in Chaucer, butaltogetier in 
Ioh. Goorc. 

Their Pan, that is, the P>pe, vvhom they count their God and greatelt ſhep- 
heard. 
 Paladgarfiephentd, of vvhoſereport heſeemeth toſpeake all this. 


W.:(aras,great learned heads, Welter, vvallow. 
Kerne, a Churle or Farmer, Sthe miſter men,ſ(uch kind of men. 
$4rlz, (tately and proude. Melling, medlipg. 


Bett, 
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IV LY. 


Lett, Better. Benempt,named, Gree, for degree. 
A'rrind, ene nameofa ſhepheard aforeſaid, vvhoſe mishappe he alludethto the 
chaunce that happened to the Poet eAefchy/, that was brainedwith a ſhell hſh. 


Embleme, 


By this poclic Thowalin confirmeth that, vvhich in his former ſpeech by ſun- 
dry rcalons he had proouc: for beeing both himſelte ſequettred from all ambition, 
and alſo abhorringit in others of his cote, hetaketh occaſion to praiſe the meane& 
lowly (tate, as that wherein is ſafctie without feare, and quiet without danger, accor- 
dingtotheſaying of old Philoſophers, that Vertue dwcelleth in the mid{t, beeingen- 
vironed with two contrarie vices: vvhereto Morrell repljeth with continuance of 
the ſame Philoſophers opinion, that albeit all bountie dwellerh in meciocritie, yet 
perfefeliciticdwelleth in ſupremacie. For, they ſay, and moittrucitis, that hap- 
pinefle is placedin the higheſt degree: ſo as if any thing be higher or better, then 
that way ceaſcthto beperfed happineile. Much like tothatwhich once I heard al- 
ledgedin defence of humilitie, out of agreat Door , Srorum (Hrifin humillimus s: 
vvhich ſaying,a gentleman inthe company taking at the rebound, beat backe a- 
gaine with alikeſaying of another Doctor, as he ſaid, Sworum Dees altiſomn, 
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a elcgloga otanns, [ 
ARGVMENT. 


N this Aeglogue is ſet forth a deleQable controjerſie. made in imitation 
of that in Theocritus : whereto alſo Virgil faſhioned 544i &.lcauenth 
Acglogue. They chole,for Vmpcreof their ſtrife, Cuddy a neat-heards boy: 
who having ended their cauſe, reciteth allo himlelfe a proper long, whereof 


Colin he faith was Author, 
: WILLY, 


rm "OEET IE 2 CC 
WILLY, PERIGOT, CvDDY. 
Ell me PERI160 T,what hal bethe game, Were tiot better, to ſhunnethe ſcorching heate 2 
Wherctore with mine thou darethy mufick match? PetriGor. 
Or been thy Bagpipes renne farre out of frame?. Wellagreed W ti L y : then fitthece downe frvaine : 
Or hath the Crampe thy 10ynts benucnd with ach 3 " Sikea je neucr heardeſt thov,but CoL tn ling, 
| PERIGOT:. CvBDDY. 
Ah W1Lr y, when the hart is ill affaide, Ginne, when yeliſt, yeiolly ſhepheards twaine : 
How can Bagpipe or 1oynts be well apaide? Sikea wudge, as CYB Dy, werefor a king, 
WILLY. PER, T tell vpon a holy cuc, 
What the fone cui!l hath thee fo beſtad > Writ. | heyhoholiday,' 
Whilome thou wat peregall tothe beſt,  PxR. V\ hen holy fathers wont to ſhriue : 
And wontro make the iolly ſhepheards olad, W1LTz, now ginneth this roundelay. 
With pypiog and dauncang, didpafſethe reſt. Pzrx. Sitting vpon a hill ſo hie, 
PeRIGOT. WiLt. hey ho the high hill, 
Ab, W11t y,now Ihauclcarnd anewdaunce: Px. The while my flocke did feede thereby; 
My old mufick merde by a vew miſchaunce. WII TL. thewhile the ſhepheard ſelfe did fpill : 
WrziLy, Per, - Iſawthebouncing Bellibope: 
Miſchiefe moughtro that miſchaunce befall, WrLrt, 'heyho Bonibell, 
Thatſo hath raft ys of our merimenr: | Petr. Tripping ouer the dale alone, 
But rede me, what paine doth thee ſo appall? Wi1Llt. fhecantrjpitvery well. 
Or louelit thou, or been thy yonglings miſivent z Pzr. Weildeckedinafrock of gray, 
PzxIGOT. WiLz, heyhograyis greet, 
Loue hath misled both my younglings and mos: \ PzR, Andina Finke of greene Say, 
I pinefor paine, and they my plant to (ce, Wrrx. thegreeneisfor tnaidens meet. 
WILLY. PzrR. Achapleton herhead ſhe wore, 
Perdie and wele away : ill may they thrive : WrLzt, . hey hochapelet, 
Neuer knew [ lovers ſheepe in good plight : Przrx, Of fivcet Violets therein was ſtore, 
But and if rimes with me thou dare ſtrive, Wirtz, fheſweeterthenthe Violet. 
Such fond fantaſies ſhall foone be purto flight. Pzxx. Myſheepedidleauetheir wonted food; 
PzxRtGorT. Wirtz, + hey hoſecly ſheepe, 
That ſhall T doe, though mochel worſe I fared: Pzrx, And pgazdeconher, as they werewood, 
Neuer ſhall befaid thatPxz RIG om wasdared. Witt, woodashe, thatdid them keepe. 
| WWery” Pzx. Asthebonilaſſepafled by, 
ThenloeP x x 1:6 o r, the pledge whick Iplights Wilt. heyhobonihlle, . 
A mazer ywroupht of the Maple warre: Pzrx. -Sheroydeatmewithglauncingeye, 
Whetein 13 enchaſed many afaire tight, Witt, ascleareasthecryſtallglaſle: 
Of Beares and Tygers, thatmaken fierce warre ? Pzxx. . Allastheſunny beame fo bright, 
And oucrthemſpred a goodly wilde Vine, W3L4.,. - hey botheſunne beame, 
Entrailed with a wanton Ivyictwine. Pzr, GlauncethffomPnozsy s face forthright, 
IE Witt. Afolouc intothyhartdidſtreame: 
Thereby is a Lambe in the Wofues iawes : Pzkr. Or asthethundercleauestheclowdes, 
But ſee, how faſt renneth the ſhepheards ſwaine, | Writ. * heyhothethunder, 
To ſane the innocent from the beaſts pawes: Pzr, Whercinthelightſomelcuin ſhroudes, 
And heere with his ſheephooke hath him laine. Wirtz. focleauesthy fouleaſunder: 
Tell me, ſuch acup haft thou euer ſcene? PzrR OrasDameCrnTaras Giluerray, 
Well meught it beſeeme any harueſt Queene, Wr11tz, hcyhothe Moonelight, 
PzAIGOT. | 'Pxx. Vpontheglittering wauedothplay: 
Thercto will Ipawneyonder ſported Lambe, Wrtiz, fuchplayisapitnous plight, 
Of all my flockethere nis fike another : 'Pxzx. Theglaunceinto my heart did glide, 
ForT brought bim vp without the Dambe : Wirtz. heyhotheglider, ; 
Bur Cor rx CLoy Þtraftmme of his brother, Pex. Therewithmy loulewas ſharply gride, 
That he purchaſt of me in the plaine field: Wrrt. fuchwoundsſooneweren wider. 
Sorcagainſt my will was I forſt to yeeld. Px x...  Haſtivg toraunchthe arrowe out, 
WrYLLY. Wink. © hey hoPzrIGOT, 
Siker make like account of his brother, Pxx. | llcfttheheadinmy hartroote : 
But who ſhall judge the wager woune or leſt ? Wirirt, it wasadeſperate ſhot, 
PxR1GOT. | Pxrx, Thereitrankleth ayemorc and more, 
That ſhall yooder heardgroome, and none othex, W1Llt. ' hey hothearrow, 
Which ouer the poufle hitherwarddothpoſt, | Pzrz. Necanl find filuefor my fore: 
WrLLY. Wxyxtt. loucisacarekſleforrow. 
But for the Sunaebeame ſo ſore doth ysbeate, Pzx, Andthough my balewithdeathTboughtr, 


Wiit, 


Witt. 


AVGVST. 
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CvDDY. 


Yet ſhould thilke Laſſe not from my thought: Then liſten cach vato my heauie lay, 


hey ho heauy cheerc, 
PzR. 
Wilt. foyoumaybuygold too deere. 
PxrR, Butwhctherin paipfull Joye I pine, 
WiLrt. hey hopinchingpaive, 
Pax. Orthriucinwealth, ſhe ſhalbe mine, 


W1Lz. 
Per. 
W1L L. 


but if thou can her obtaine. 
And if for graceleſle gricfel dic, 
hey ho gracclellc gricfe, 


Pt. Wirneſle, theſlue me with hereye, 
Witt, letthyfollybethepricfe. 

PxR. And you that ſaw it, fimplc ſheepe, - 
WriLLl. heyhothefaireflock, 

PEtrx. Forpricfethereof, my death ſhall weepe, 
WILL, - and monewith many a mock. 

Pzx, Solcara'd[loucona holy cuc, 

WrLrrt. heyhoholyday, 

Per.  Thatcuerſince my hattdid grieue, 
Wrr1.z, nowendethourroundelay, 


CvDDY. 


Siker, ſike a :oundle never heard I none, 

LittlelackethPtRIGor of the beſt, 

And W rr L 1 x is notgreatly ouer-gone, 

So weren his yader-ſongs well addreſt. 
WrLLY. 

Heardgrome, I feare me, thou hauc a ſquint eye, 

Arcade vprightly, who hasthe vitoric? 

| ; CvnpDpr. | 

Faith of my ſoule, I deeme each hauc gained. 

For thy, let the Lambe be W 1x. ty his owne : 

AndforPzzzi6or fowellhath bim pamed, 

To him bethe wroughten Mazer alone, 

PzRIGOT. 

PxzR1Go » is well pleaſed with the doome : 

Ne can W 1x L x witethe witclefic heardgroame. 
WILLY. 

Neuer dempt more right of beauticeI weene, . 

The ſhepheard of 14s, that iudg'd beauties Queene. 

= CVvDDY. 

But tell me ſhepheards, ſhould it yot yſhend 

Your roundels freſh, ta heare a dolcfull verſe | 

Of RosarrnDE, (who knowes not ROSALINDS ?) 

That C 0 L 18 made? ylkecanT you rcbearſc. 
PxzRIGOT. 

Now ſayitCy DÞr, as thou art aladde: 

With mery thivg its good to meddle ſad. 

| - _WrziLY. 

Faith of my ſoule, thou ſhalt ycrowned be 

In Co I 1x s ſteed, if thou this ſong arecd: 

For never thing on carth ſo pleaſcth me, 

As him ta heare, or-matter of his deed. 


And tune your pipes as ruthfull, as ye may. 


E waſtfull woods beare witncfle of my woe, 
Whercin my plaints did oftentimes reſound ; 
Ye carcleflc birds are priuic to my cries, 
Which in your ſongs were wont to make apart : 
Thou pleaſant ſpring haſt luld me ofr aſleep, 
Whole ſtreams my trickling tcares did oft augmengz, 


| Reſort of people doth my griefes augment, 


The walled townes doc worke my greaterwoc : 

The forreſt wideis fitter to reſound 

The hollow Eccho of my carefull cries, 

I hatethe houſe, ſincethencemy loue did part, - + 

Whoſe wailefull wants debars mine eyes of leepe, 
Ler ſtreames of tcares ſupply the place of: ſleep: 

Ler al! that ſweet 1s, voide : and all that may augmetr 

My dolc, draw ncere. More meetto waile my woe, 

Beene the wilde woods, my ſorrowes to refound, 

Then bed, nor bowre, both which I fill with cries, 

When I them ſee ſo waſte, and find no part 


_ Ofpleaſurepaſt, Heerewill] dwell apart 


In gaſtfull grouc therefore, till my laſt ſleep 
Doe cloſe mine eyes: ſo ſhall I not augm 
With fight of luch as change my reſtlefſEwoe':* . 
clpe me ye baneful birds, whole ſhrieking ſound. . - © 
Is ſigne of dreery death, my deadly crics ” 
Moſt ruthfully to tune. Andas my cries 
(Which of my woe cannot bewray leaſtpart) 
You heare all night, when nature cmnk fleepe, "+ 
Increaſe, ſo let your yrkſomeyelles augment. | 
Thus all the nights in plaints, the day in woe, 
I vowed haueto waſte, till ſafe and ſound 
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- She homereturne, whoſe voices filuer ſound : 4 


To checrfull ſongs can change my checrelelle cries. - 
Hence,with the Nightingy'c will I take part, = 
That blefled bird, _ time of lecp 
In ſongs and plaintwwe pleas, the more t'aygment 
The memory of his mifdeed, that bred her woe. 
And you that feeleno woe, when as the ſound 
Of theſe my nightly cries My heare apart, 
Let breake yaur ſounderflcepe, and pittic augment, 
PERIGOT, 


| OCorrn, Cor 1x,theſhephexzds 10y, 


how I admire each turning of thy verſc : 


- And Cv Dd y,freſh Cv ÞÞy, thelicfeſt boy, 


how dolctully his dole thou didſt rehearſe. 
CyNDY. - 
Then blow your pipes ſhepheards, tillyou be at home : 
The nighthjgherh faſt, izs rice to be gone. | 


Perigorhis Embleme, 
FVincents gloria witti. 
Willics Embleme. 
Vinto non vitto. 


Cuddies Embleme. | ; 


Felice chi puo. 


GLOSSE. 


AVGVST. 
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GLOSSE. 


B:/tadde, diſpoſed, ordcred. Peregall, equall. Wilome, Once. 

Raft, bereft, depriucd. Aſiſwent, gone allray. 1 nay, according 
to Virgill: 

Tafelix 0 ſemper outs pecns. 

A Mazer, So allo doe Thcocritus and Virgil feigne pledges of their {trife. 

Enchaſed, engrauen. Such prettie deſcriptions euery where victh Theocricus, to 
bring in his Idyllia. Forwhichſpeciall cauſe indeed, he by that namerearmeth his 
Aeglogues: forIdyllion in Greek, {ignificth the ſhape or pictureof anything, wher- 
of his booke is full. AndnotasIhauc heard ſome fondly guetle, that they be cal- 
led, not Idyllia, but Hzdilia, of the Gotcheardsin them. 

Emtrailed,vyrought betweene. 

Harnueft Quecene,The manner of countrey folke in haruelt time. 

Pouſſe, Peale. 

[t fell vpon. Perigot maketh all his ſong in praiſe of his Loue, to whom Willy 
anſwereth euery vnder verſe. By Perigot, vvho is meant, I cannot vprightly ſay : 
wa ifit be, who isſuppoſed his Loue, ſhee deſerueth noleſſepraiſe, then hee giueth 

cr. 


**Greet, vveepingand complaint. Chaplet,a kinde of Garland likea 
crovvne. 

Leain, Lightning. Cynthia, vwvasſaid to bethe Moone. 

Gryae,pearced. 

But if, notvnleſſe. $quint eye, partiall iudgement. Each hane, 
ſo faith Virgil: 


Et vitula tudignts, & hic &c. 
Doome,iudgement,. Dempt,tor deemed, iudged. 
 Witethewiteleſſe, blametheblamelcile. 
The ſhepheardof 1da, yyasfaidto be Paris, 
Beauties Queene, Venus, to vyhom Paris adiudged thegolden Apple,astheprice 
of her beautie. 


Embleme_. 


The meaning heereof is very ambiguous : for Perigot hy his poelieclaiming the 
conqueſt,and Willie not yeelding,Cuddie the Arbitrer of cheir cauſe,and Patron:of 
his ovvne, ſcemeth to challenge it,as hisdue: ſaying, that heis happievvhich can: 
ſoabruptly ending; but he meaneth either him, thaccanvvinthe beit, or moderate 


himſelfebeeing beſt, and leaue off with the belt, 
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ARGVMENT. 


Eercin Diggon Dauie is deuiſed ro be a ſhepheard, thar in hope of 
more gaine, draue his ſheepe into a farrecountrey. Theabuſes where- 
of, & loote liuing of popiſh Prelates, by occaſion of Hobbinols demaund, 


he diſcourſeth at large. 


HoBBINOLL, 


I660N Davr1s,Tbid her God day: 
D Or D1660Nheris,orl miſlay, 
D16cGon. 

Her was her, whileit was day light, 

But now her is 2moſt wretched wight, 

For day that was, is wightly paſt, , 

And now at carſt the darke night doth haſt, 
HoBBINOLL. 

D x 6 6 © N, areede who has thee ſo dight? 

Ncuer I wiſt thee in ſo poore a plight, 

Where is thefaire flocke, thou waſt wontto leade 2 

Or been they chaftred 2 or at miſchicfe dead ? 

D1i6GON. 

Ah for loue of that, is to thee moſt leefe, 

Ho8BB1N © LL,Ipray thee gall not my old greefe : 

Sike queſtion ripperh vp cauſe ofnew wocez 

For one opened, mote vnfold many mo, 
HoBBINOLL. 

Nay, but ſorrow cloſe ſhrowded in hart, 

I knowe, to keepe is a burdenous ſmart, 

Each thing imparted, is morecath to beare : 

When the raine is fallen, the clouds werx clearc. 

And now fithence I ſaw thy head laſt, 

Thrice three Moones been fully ſpent and paſt : 


DxiGc6con Dayie. 


Since when thou haſt meaſured much oround, 
And wandred weele about the world round, 
So as thou can many things rclare; 
But tell me firſt of thy flocks eſtate, 

Di66GoN,. 
My ſhcepe been waited, (woe 1s me therefore) 
Theiolly thephcard that was of yore, 
Is now nor iolly, nor ſhepheard more. 
In forreine coaſts men (aid, was plentice : 
Ando thereis, but all of miſery, 
Idemptthere much to haue ecked my tore, 
But ſucheeking hath made my hurt ſore. 
In tho countries where I have been, 
No becing for thoſe, that truly mcane ; 
Butfor ſuch as of guile maken gain, 
Noſuch countrey as there to remaine. 
They fetten to ſale their ſhops of thame, 
And maken a marke: of then! good n.vac, 
The ſhepheardsthere robben one ceother, 
And layen baites to beguile hit brache. 
Or they will buy his ſheepe forth of -h2 cor 
Or they will caruen the ſheeph-ards rhe, 
The ſhepheards ſwaine you c:nvor well + 
But it be by his pride, trom oriic: £554] 

They 
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They looken bip 2c, as Bulles that been bate, 

And bearen the cragge lo ſtiffe and fo (tate, 

As Cocke on his dunghill, crowing cranke, 
HoBB1NoOLz. 

DrGcon,T1amf> itifte and fo ſtznke, 

Thatynnerh may I ſtand any more: 

And now the Weſterne wind bloweth ſore, 

Thatis in his chiefc ſoueraigntee, 

Beating the withered leafe from the tree. 

Sit we downe heere vader the hill : 

Tho may wetalke and tellen our fill, 

And makea mocke at the bluſtering blaſt : 

Now ſay on Dis 6 o n whateucr thou haſt, 

D1G660N, 

HosB8Btn,ah Hop B1n,1I curſcthe ſtound, 

T hat euerT ca{t ro haue lorne this ground, 

Wele-away the while] was fo fond, 

To leaue the good, thar I had in hond, 

In hope of better that was yncouth : 

So loſt the dogpe the fleſh in his mouth. 

My lcely ſheepe (ah ſeely ſheepe) 

Thatheecreby there I whilome videto keepe, 

All were they luſtie, as thou diddeſt ſee, 

Been all ſterued with pine and penuric : 

Hardly my ſelfe eſcaped thilkepaine, 

Driven for need to come home againe. 
HOBBINOLL. 

Ah fon, now by thy loſle art caught, 

That ſeldome chan ocrthe better brought. 

Content whohues withrricd ſtate, 

Need feare no change of frowning fate : 

But who will ſecke for ynknowne gaine, 

Oft lives by loſle, and leaues with paine. 


: Dr660N- 
Twotc nc Ho 8 1x how was bewitchr, 
Withvaine defire, and hopetobeenritche. 
But ſiker ſoitis, as thebrightſtarre: | 
Secmetha preater, when it is farre3 
I thought the ſoyle would have made merich; 
Bnt now I wote tis nothing lick, | 
For cither the ſhepheards been idleand ſtill, 
And led of their ſheepe, whatway they will : 
Or they been falſe, and full of couetiſe, 
And caſten to compaſſe many wrong Empriſe. 
Bur more been fraught withtranJeand ſpightr, 
Ne in good nor goodneſſe taken delight: = 
But kindle coales of conteck and vre, 
Wherewith they ſerallrheworld ontire: 
Which when they thinkenaguine to quench, 
With holy water they doen hem 21] erench, 
They ſay they.conto heauen the high way: 
But by my ſouleI dyevnderſay,: 
They neuerſer foote in tharſametrode, | 
But balke theright way, and ſtrayenabroad. '' 
They boaſt they han the diuellat commaund: 
Bur aske them, therefore what theyhaue paund, 


Marry thatgreat Pam bought with great borrow, : | 
To quite it from the blacke bowre of ſorrow. :- © :: : 


Bur they han ſold thilke ſame long agoe ; 
For they would draw with hem many moe. 
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Bur let hem gang alone a Gods name : 
As they han Lrewed, fo let hem beare blame. 
HoBB1NoOLL, 
D166 0 N,Ipray thee ſpeake notto dirke, 
Such mylter layi:g me leemethto mirke, 
D1G6GoN. 
Then plainly to ſpeake of ſhepheards moſt what : 
Bad is the beſt (this Eoglith is flat) 
T heir ill haujour garres men miſlay, 
Both of their doQtrine, and their fay, 
T hey ſay the wor!d is much war then it woonr, 
All for herſhepheards 1s beaſtly and bloont, 
Other ſaine, but how truly I note, 
All for they holdea ſhame »f their cote. 
Some ſtick notto lay (hote cole on her tongue) 
That ſike miſchiefe graſeth hem emong, 
All for they caſten too much of woilds care, 
To decke her Dame, an4 enrich her heire: 
For ſuch encheaſon, if you goe nic, 
Few chimnyes reeken you thall eſpies. 
The fat Oxe that woontliggein the ſtall, 
Is now faſt ſtalled in her crumenall. 
Thus chattca the people intheir ſteads, 
Ylike as a Monſter of many heads. 
But they that ſhooten neereit the prick, 
Saine, other the fat from their beards doe licke. - 
For big Buls of Baſan brace hem abour, 
That with their hornes butten the more ſtoutes; 
But the leanc ſoulcs treadenvnder foote, 
And to ſeeke redrefle moughr Intle boore : 
For liker been they to pluck away more, 
Then ought of the gotten good torcſtore, 
For they been like foule wagmoires ouergraſt, 
Thar if thy galage onceftic eth faſt, 
The more to winde it out thou doeſt ſwinke, 
Thou mought aye deeper and deeper ſinke, 
Yctbetter leaue off with alittlelofle, 
Then by much wreſtling to lecſe the groffe, 
HoBBIiNOLI, 
Novv D 1:6 60 N,I ſcethou ſpeakeſttooplaine : 
Bettcr it were, a littleto faine, | 
And cleanly couer thagannot be cured. 
Such ll, as 15 forced, moughtneeds be endured, 
But of fixe Paſtors how don the flocks creepe ? 
N16 G60N. 
Sike as the ſhepheards, like been her ſheepe, 
For they nill liſtento the ſhepheards voice ; 
But if he call hem, at thejr good choice. 
They wanderat will, and ſtay atpleaſure, 
And to their folds yead at their owne leaſure, 
Burthey hid be better comeat their call: 
For many hn vnto miſchictefall, 
And bcea cfrauenousyvolues yrent, . 
All for they nould be buxome and beat. 
HoBBIiNOLL., 


| Fieonthcee D166 0N,andall thy foulelcafing, 


Well is knowne that fincethe Saxoa king, 
Neuer was Woolfcſecne, many norſorne, 
Nor in all Kent, norin Chriſtendome: -- 
Bur the fewer Wolues (the ſooth to ſaine,) 


© The more becathe Foxes that becere remaine, 
004 0B DrG660KX 
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D16GoN. 
Yes, but they gang in more ſecretwile, 
And with ſheepecs clothing doen hem diſguiſe. 
They talke not widely as they were woont, 
For feare of raungers and the greathoonr : 
Butpriuily prolling to and fro, 
Knaunter they moughtbe inly know. 
OBBINOLL. 
Orpriuic or pert if any bin, 
We hauc great bandogs will teare their kin. 
D1GGon. 
Indeed thy Ball is a bold bigge cur, 
And could makea iolly hole in their fur. 
Butnot wm dogs hem ncedeth to chaſe, 
But heedy ſhepkeards to diſcerne their face : 
For all their craft is intheir countenaunce, 
T hey been ſo graue, and full of maintenaunce, 
But ſhall Itell thee what my ſelfe know, 
ChauncedtoR o x 1 notlong ygoc? 
HoBBiNOLL. 
Say it out, Dt 6 6 ©K, whateverit hight, 
For not but well mought him bcright, 
He is ſo mecke, wiſe, and merciable, 
And with his word his worke is conuenable. 
Colin CLrovr I weenebehis ſelfe boy, 
(Abfor Colin hewhilomemy ioy) 
Shepheards ſich, God mought vs many ſend, 
That doen (6 carefully their flocks tend, 
D16GoN. 
Thilke ſame ſhepheard moughtT well marke : 
Hechas a dogpe to biteor to barke, 
Neuer had ſhepheard fo keene a cur, 
That waketh, and if bur a lcafe tur, 
Whilomethere wonned awicked Wolfe, 
That with many a Lambe had glutted his gulfe, 
And cuer atnight wontto repaire 
Vato the flock, when the Welkin ſhone faire, 
Yclad in clothing of ſecly ſheepe, 
When the good old maa vled to fleepe. 
Tho at midnight he would barke and ball, 
(For he hadeft learned a curres call) 
As ifa Wolfe wereamong the ſheepe. 
With that the ſhepheard would breake hie ſleep, 
And ſend out Lowder (for ſo his dog hote) 
To raungethe fields with open throte, 
Tho when as Lowderwas farre away, 
This woluiſh ſheepe would catchen his pray, 
A Lambe, or a Kid, or a weanell waſt : 
With thatto the wood would he ſpeed him faſt. 
Long time he vſed this ſlippery pranke, 
ErcRo=F = Y could for his labour him thanke. 
At end, the ſhepheard his pratiſe ſpied, 
(ForRorxy is wiſc,andas Ax Gy s eicd) 
And when at cuen he came to theflock, 
Faſt in their folds he did them locke, 
And tooke out the Woolfe in his counterfeit cote, 
Andlet outthe ſheepes blood at his throte. 
HoBB1NOLL. 
Marry D 1 6 6 0 n, whatſhould him affray 


Inopem me copia fecit. 


? 


To take his owne where euerit lay ? 

For had his weaſand been a little widder, 

He would haue devoured both hidder and ſhidder. 
D1G660N. 

Miſchiefe light on him, and Gods greatcurſe, 

Too good for him had beena great deale wurſe 

For it was a perillous beaſt abou all, 

And cke had he cond the ſhepheards call : 

And oft inthe night cameto the ſheepcore, 

And called Lowder, with a hollowe throte, 

As if the old mans ſelfe had been, 

The dogge his maiſters voice did it ween, 

Yet halte in doubt he opened the doore, 

And ranne out,as he was wont of yore. 

No ſooner was out, but ſwifter then thought, 

Faſt by the hide the Wolfe Lowder caught: 

AndhadnotRo x r renne to the ſteuen, 

Lowdcr had been flaine thilke ſame eucn, 
HoBBINOLL. 

God ſhicld man, he ſhould fe il] hauethriue, 

Allfor he did his deuoire behiue, 

If fike been Wolues, as thou haſt told, 

How moughtwe,D 1 6 6 0N, hem behold. 
Di660N. 

How, butwith heed and watchfulneſle, 

Forftallen hem of their wilineſſe? 

For thy with ſhepheard fittes notplay, 

Or leepe, as ſome docn, all the long day : 

But cuer l1ggen in watch and ward, 

From ſuddaine forcetheir flocks for to gard. 

HoBBINOLL. 
Ah Dr 6 6 0 n, thilke ſame rule were too ſtraight, 


- All thecold ſeaſon ro watch and waite, 


We becne of fleſh, men as other bee, 

Why ſhould we be bound v0 ſuch miſerie? 

What-cuer thing lacketh changeablereſt, 

Mought ncedes decay, whenirtis at beſt. 
D1660N. 

Ab, butHozz1nortt,allthislong tale 

Nought caſeth the care, thatdoth me forbaile, 

What ſhall I doe? what way ſhall Iwend, 

My pitious plightand loſe to amend? 

Ah good HoB B1not L,moughtIthecepray, 

Of aydc or counſcllin my decay. 


HoBBinoOLL. 
Now by my ſoule, D x 6 & on, Ilament 
The hapleſle miſchicfe; that has thee hen : 
Nethelefle thou (ceſt my lowly aile, 
That froward fortune doth cuer auaile. 
Butwere HoBB rn 0L1,as God moughtplcaſe, 


' Dx 6 6 0x ſhould ſoone find fauour andeaſe. 


Burif to my cottage thou wilt reſort, 

So as I can, I will thee comfort : 

There maiſt thouliggein avetchy bed, 

Till fairer Fortune ſhew forth his head. 
Dr6G0N. | 

Ah HoBB1noz 1, God moughtitthee requite, 


. Dz 6 60 onfcw ſuch friends did ener lite. 
Diggons Embleme. 


GLOSSE, 


SFPTEMBER. 


rY [ 
GLOSSE. 

The Dialect and phraſe of ſpeech in this Dialogue, ſeemeth ſomevyhat to differ 
from the common. The cauſe vyhereof is{uppoledto be, by occalion of rhe partie 
heerein meant, vyho becing verie friend tothe Authour heereof, had beene long 

In forreine countries,and thereſeene many diſorders, yyvhich he heere recounteth 
to Hobbinoll. | 

Bidae her, Bidde good morrow, For to bidde, is to pray, vvhercof cometh beads 
for prayers ;zand ſo theyſay, To biddehis beades.ſ. to ſay his prayers. 

Wightly, quickly,or ſuddainly. Chaffred, ſold. Deadat miſchiefe, 
an vnuſuall ſpeech, but much vſurped of Lidgate, and ſometime of Chaucer. 

Leefe, Deare. Ethe, calle. Thrice three A1o0nes, nine Moneths. 
CHeaſured, tor trauailed, 


Tae, vyoe, Northernly. Eckea, encrealcd, Carnen, cut. 
Kenne, knowe. (ragge,necke, State, ſtoutly, Stanke, 


vvearie or faint, | rf4 2s 
And now, heapplicth itto the time of the yeere, vyhich isintheend of harueſt, 
vvhich they call the fall of the lcafe : at which time-the Weſterne wind beareth moſt 
ſway. | 
A mocke, Imitating Horace, Debes ludibrium venti:. 


Lorne, left. Soote, (vyecet. FVuaconth, vnknownse. Heerby, there, 
heereand there. h | 
©: Asthebrizht, tranſlated outof Mantuan. © -Empreſe, for enterprifc. Per Syn- 
COpcn. | | | 
 Contecke, (trife. Troxe, pati. 


Aarrie that,that is, their ſoules, vyhich by Popiſh Exorciſmes and praQtiſcs they 
damne to hell. 
| 'Blacke, hell. Gang, goe. Mifter,maner, Airke, obſcure. Wrre, worſe. 

(rT«erall, purſe. Brace, compalle. E:cheſor, occalion. Onergreſt, 
outrgrowne vvith gralle. Galage,ſhooe. The greſſe,thevyhole, 

B::xome and bent, mecke and obedient. 

Saxon King, King Edgarthatraigned here in Britannicinthe yeereof our Lord. 
VVhich King cauſedall the VVolues, vvhereof then yas [tore inthis country, bya 
proper policicto bcde{troied, Soas neuerlincethat time, there haue hecn Wojues 
hcere found, vnletle they vvere brought from other countrics. And therefore 


Hobbinoll rebuketh him of vntruth , for ſaying chat there be VVolues in Eng- 


land, | bn 
Nor in (hriftendome, This ſayingſcemcthto be ftrangeand vnreafonable:butin- 
deed itvvas vvonttobeanold proucrbeand common phraſe. The 0:13ina; where- 
of vvas, for that the molt part of England intheraigne of King Ethlbcre was, hri- 
ſtened, Kent onely except, vvhichremained longatter in misb<licte, and vnchrilte- 
ned: So that Kent vvas counted no part of Chriltencome. 
_ Great hunt, Executing of lawes and iultice. 
Enatnter, lealt that. 
Priny or pert, openly ſaith Chaucer. : : 
Rofh,thenameofaſhepheardin Marothis Acglogue of Robin & theKing. Who 
he heerecommendeth for great care and wile gouernaunceof his Hock. 
Colin Clout, NowTthinke no man coubtcrh, but by Colin is meant the Authors 


ſelfe, vvhoſeclpeciall good friend Hobbinoll faith hee is, or more rightly Mailter 
E 2. | Gabriel! 


[aly, inveardly:aforcſaid. 


— 
Chis ACE As - 


4 oe 


* x nqc>, iis PIR ISO =—NS: op Has OT Ho ep onde 
WG III YLCETY OrT0 nas wati= Hhr oy warming > 7 IS neo, on Eres yoo ee DFW 
—_ CITY OY . - mY _— -_ 6 
RR 


544g -_ — ogy 


—m+ 


"I _ . 
En ar Bane IS ot & << 
_ = EE Sr nd on Wen mm oe 


MM, i 0 rb 


PONY 


AL SEPTEMBER. 


— IS 


Gabriel! Haruey : of vvhoſeeſpeciall commendation , as well in Poctrieas Rheto- 
ricke and other choice learning, vvee haue lately had a ſufficient triall m divers his 
vyorks,butſpecially in his 2uſarum Lachryme, and his Jate Gratalationerm Vald:- 
nenſrum: vyhich bookein theprogretle at Audley in Etlex, he dedicated in writing 
to her Maieltie; afterward, preſenting the ſamein print to her Highneſle atthewor- 
ſhipfull Maiſter Capels in Hertfordſhire. Beſide other his ſundry molt rare and very 
notable writings, partly vndervnknowne titles,and partly vnder counterfeitnames: 
as his Tyrannomaſtix, his Old Natalitia, his Rameidos, and eſpecially that part of 
Philomuſus, his divine Anticoſmopolita, and diuers other of like importance. As 
alſo by thenameof other ſhepheards, he couereth the perſons of diuers other his 
familiarfriendsand beſt acquaintance. | 

This tale of Roffy,ſeemeth to colour ſome particular aRion of his, But vvhat, I 
certainly know not, | 

Wanned, haunted. Welkin, skye, aforclaid, 

A wvveaned waſte, aweaned youngling. 

Hidder andſhidder,heand ſhe, Male and Female. Stenen, noilc, 

Beline, quickly. What ener, Ouids verſe tranſlated : 

Quod caret alternarequie, aurabile non &ft. 
Forehaile, draw or diltrelle. Vetcbie, of Peale ſtraw. 


Embleme_. 


Thisis theſaying of Narciſſus in Ouid, For when the fooliſh boy bybeholding 
his faceinthe brooke, fell in loue with his ownelikeneile: and not able to content 
himſelfe with much looking thereon, hee cried out, that plentice made him poore, 
meaningthat much gazing had bercfthim offenſe. But Diggon vſeth it to other 
purpole ; as who that bytriall of many waies,had found the worſt,& through great 
plenty wasfallen inropenury. This PoelieI know, tohaue been much vſed of the 
Authour, andto fuch likeeffeR, as firſt Narcillusſpake it. Mo 
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La» eAdegloga decima_. 


ARGVMENT:. 


I N Cuddy is ſer our the perfe&t paterne of a Poer,which finding no main- 

renance of his ſtate and ſtudies, complaineth of the contemprof Poertric, 
and the cauſes thereof: ſpecially hauing beene inall ages, and even amongſt 
the moſt barbarous, alwaies of fingularaccountand honour, and bceing in- 
deedſo worthy and comendable anart ; or rather no art, buta diuine gift 
and heauenly inftin&t,notro be gotren by labour and learning, bur adorned 
with both: and poured into the witte by a certaine Enthouſiaſmos,and ccle- 
ſtall inſpiration, as the Author heereof elliherearlarge diſcourſerh in his 
booke called the Engliſh Poet: which booke becing lately come to my 

| hands, I mindalſo by Gods grace, vpon further aduiſement ropubliſh, 


PrtERs, 


FAV Þ Þ y, for ſhame hold yp thy heauic head, 

+ , Andletys caſt with whatdclightto chace, 
And wearie this long lingring PHoxBy s race. 

Whilome thou wont the ; 7 (9 lads to lead, 

In rimes, in riddles, and in bidding baſe : 

Now they inthec, and thouin ſleepe arr dead. 

CvDDY, 

Przxx 8s, Ihauepipcdearſt ſolong withpaine, 

T hatall mine Oaten reedes been rentand wore : 

And my poore Muſe hath ſpent her ſpared ſtore, 

Yet little pood hath gor, and much leſle gaine. 

Such pleaſunce makes the Graſhopperſo poore, 

Andliggeſolaid, when Winter doth her ſtraine, 


The dapper ditties that T wont deuile, 
To feed youthesFanfic, and the flocking fry, 


CvDDY. 


Delighten much : whatT the bett forthy? 

They han thepteaſure,I aflender priſe. 

I beat the buſh, the birds to them doe flic : 

What good thereof to Cy Þ Þ y canariſe? 
PrzRs. 

Cv Þ Dr, thepraiſe 1s better, then the price, 

The glory cke much greater then the gaine : 

O what an honour 15$1t, to reſtraine 

The luſt of lawlefle youth with good aduice 2 

Orpricke them forth with pleaſance ofthy vaine, 

Whereto thou liſt their trained willes cntice. 


Soone as thou ginſt to fetthy notes in frame, 
O how the rurallrouts tothee do cleuc ! 
Seemeth tho dooſt their ſoule of ſenſe bereaue, 
All as the ſhepheard,that did fetch his dame 
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From PLyrT o x $ balcfull Bowre withouten leaue : 
His muſicks might the helliſh hound did tame. 
CvDDY. 

Soprayſen babes the Peacocks ſpottedtraine, 

And wondren atbright Ax 6 v s blazing eye: 

But who rewards him ere the more for thy ? 

Or feedes him once the fuller by a graine ? 

Sike praiſe is ſmoke, that ſhedderh 1a the skye, 

Sike words been winde, and waſtcen foone in yaine. 
PIERS. | 

Abandon then the baſe and viler clowne, 

Lift yp thy ſclfe out of the lowly duſt : 

And fling of bloody M a & s,of warres, of guſts, 

Turne thee to thoſe, that weld the awfull crowne, 

To doubted knights, whoſe woundleſſe armour rufſts, 

And helmesvabruzcd, wexen daily browne. 


There may thy Muſe diſplay her fluttering wing, 
And ſtretch her ſelfe at large from Eaſt to Weſt : 
Whither thou liſt infaircEL15s areſt, 

Or if thee pleaſe in bigger notesto ſin 

Aduance the worthy whom ſhe loucth beſt, 
That firſt the white Beare to the ſtake did bring. 


And when the ſtubborne ſtroke of ſtronger ftounds, 
Has ſomewhat flacktthe tenor of thy ſtring : 

Of loue and luſtihead tho maiſt thou ſing, 

And carroll lowde, and lead the Millers round, 
AllwereEL1s 4 oneofthilkeſamering, 


So mought our Cv Þ D 1x s nameto heauen found. 


CvDDY. 
Indeed the Romiſh TrTYRy s, Iheare, 
Throughhis Mx c o £ n a slefthis Oatenreed, 
Whecreon he carſt had taughthis flocks to feed, 
And laboured lands to yeeld thetimely eare, 
And eft did fing of warres and deadly dreed, 
So as the heaucns did quake his verſe to heare. 


But ah!Mxcornasisycladin clay, 
And great AvGvsrTv s long ygoctsdead: 
And all the Worthics liggen wrapt in lead, 
That matter madefor Pocts on to play. 

For cucr, who in derring doe were dead, 

The loftieverſe of hem was loued aye. 


But after vertue ganfor age to ſtoupe, 

And mighty manhood broughta bedde of eaſe : 
The vaunting Poets found noughtworth a peaſc, 
To put in preace among the learned troupe : 
Tho gan the ſtreames of flowing wits to ceaſe, 
And Pabright honour pend in ſhamefull coupe. 


And if thatany buddes of Potſie, 
Yet of the old ſtocke ganto ſhoote againe: 


Orit mens follics mote to force to faine, 

And roll withreſt in rimes of ribaudry : 

Or asit ſprung, it wither muſt againe: 

Tom Piper makes vs better melodic, 
PrtRs. 

O peerleſle pocſie, where is then thy place 2 

If not in Princes palace thou dooſt fir 

(And yet is Princes palace the moſt fir) 

Ne breſt of balcr birthwoth thee imbrace; 

Then makethee wings of thine aſpiring wit, 

And, whencethou cart, flic back to heauen apace. 

CvDDY. 


AhPzRcy,itis all too weake and wanne, 


So high to lore and makeſo large a flight : 

Her pecced pineons been not ſo in plight, 

For C © L1N fitsſuch famous flight to ſcanne : 

He, were he not with loue ſo ill bedight, 

Would mount as high,and ſing as ſoote as Swanne, 
 PIEeRs. 

Ah fon, for loue does teach him climbe ſo hie, 

And lifts him vp out of the loathſome mire; 

Such immortall mirror, as hedoth admire, 

Would raiſe ones minde aboue the ſtarry skie, 

And cauſe acaitiue courage to aſpire : 

For loftic loue doth lothea lowly eyc. 

CvDDY. 

All otherwiſe the ſtate of Poet ſtands, 

Forlordly loue is ſuch a tyranne fell : 

That where he rules, all power he doth expell, 

The vaunted verſe a vacant head demands, 

Ne wont with crabbed care the Muſes dwell: 

Vowiſcly weaues, that takes two webs inhand. 


Who euer caſts to compaſic waightie priſe, 

And thinks to throwe out thundring words of threat : 
Letpowrein laviſh cups and thriftie bits ofmeate. 
ForBaccnv sfruitisfriendto PHorByv 8 wiſe: 
And when with Wine the braine begins to ſweat, 
Thenumbersflowe as faſt as ſpring dothriſe. 


Thou kenſtnotP x  c 1 x how therime ſhould rape. 
O if my temples were diſtaind with wine, 

And pirtin Girlonds of wilde Iuic twine, 

How I could reare the Muſe on ſtatcly ſtage, 

And teach her tread aloftin buskin fine, 

With qucintBEL I oN A inher cquipape. 


But ah, my courage cooles cre it be warme, 

For thy contentys in this humble ſhade : 

Where no ſuch troublous tides han vs affaide, 

Here we our ſlender pipes may ſafely charme. 
PrERS, | 

And when my Gares ſhall hantheir bellies laide, 

Cv op ÞD yſhall hauc a Kiddeto ſtore his farme. 


Cuddies Embleme. 
<Agitante caleſcimus illo, exc. 


GLOSSE, 


OCTOBER: 


GLOSSE 
This Acglogue is madein imitation of Theocritus his 16 Idilion, wherein heere- 
proued the Tyranne Hicroof Syracuſefor his niggardiſe toward Poets,in vehom is 
thepovver to make men immorrall for their good deedes, or thametull for their 
naughtielife. Andrhe likealſo is inMantuane. Ti like hcereof, as alſo that in 
Theocritus, ismore loftiethenthe reſt, and applied to the height of poeticall wit. 

Cxaay, I doubt vyhether by Cuddy be ſpecified the Authours ic}fe,or ſome other. 
For intheeight Aegloguethe ſame perſon vvas brought in, linging a Cantion of 
Colins waking, as he ſaith. So that ſome doubt, that the perſons be diticrent. 

FVhylome, ſometime. Oaten reedes, Auene. 

Ligge ſe laid, lye ſo faint andvnlultie, Dapper. pretic. 

Frye, isa bold Metaphore, forced fromthe ſpayvning fiſhes, for che multitude of 
young fiſh be called the Frye. 

To reſtrame. This placeſeemeth to conſpire vvith Plato,vvho in his firſt booke 
de Legibns ſaith, that the firſt inuention of Poetrie vvas of very vertuous intenr. 
For atvvhattimean infinit number of youth vſually came to their great folemne 
fealtes called Panegyrica,vvhichthey vſed euery fiue yeares to hold, ſome learned 
man beeing moreablethen thereſt,for ſpeciall gifts of vvit and Mulick,vvould take 
vpon him toſing fineverſestothe people, in praiſe cither of vertue or of victorie, 
or of immortalitie, or ſuchlike. At vvhole yvondertull gitt all men becing aſto- 
nied, andasitvvererauiſhed vvith delight, thinking (as it vvas indeed) that he vvas 
inſpired from aboue, called him Fatem : vyhich kinde of men aftervvard, framing 
their verſes to lighter mulick (as of Muſickethere be many kinds,ſome ſadder,ſome 
lighter, ſome martiall, ſome heroicall :and fo diuerſly ckeafte&t the minds of men) 
found out lighter matter of Poeſie alſo, ſome playing vvith loue, ſome ſcorning at 
mens faſhions, ſome powred outin pleaſure, & ſo werecalled Poets,or makers, 

Senſebereane. What the ſecret vyvorking of mulick isinthe minds of men, aswel 
appeareth heereby,thatſome of the ancient Philoſophers,andthoſe themolt vvile, 
as Plato and Pythagoras,held for opinion,thatthe mindvyas made ofa certain har- 
monie and mulicall numbers, forthe great compaſſion, and likenelle of atfeRion 
intheoneand theother;,as alſo by that memorable hiſtory of Alexander: to whom 
vvhen as Timotheus the great Muſician playedthe Phrygian melody, itis ſaid that 
hevvasdiſtraughe vvith ſuch vnwonted furie,that ſtraightway rilingtrom the table 
ingreatrage, he cauſed himſelfe to be armed, as ready to go to vyar(forthar mulick 
is very vvar-like.) And immediatly, vvhen as the Mulitian changed his ſtroke into 
the Lydian and Ionique harmony, hevyasſofar from vvarring, that he fateas (till, 
asifhe had been in matters of counſel]. Such mightis in mulick, Wherefore Plato 
and Ariſtotle, forbid the Arabian Melody from childrenand youth. For thatbeing 
altogether on the fiftandſeauenth tone, it is of great force to mollifieand quench 
the kindly courage, vvhichvſeth to burne in our young brealts. Sothat it isnot in- 
crediblevvhich the Poet heer ſaith, thatthe mulick can bereaue the foule of ſenſe. 

The ſhepheard that, Orpheus : ofvyhom'it is ſaid,thatby his excellent skil in Mu- 
ſick and Poetry, he recouered his vvife Eurydicefrom hell. 

Argus eyes. Of Argus is before (aid,thatIunotohim committed her husband Tu- 
iter his Paragon Io, becauſe he had an hundreth eyes : bur afterward Mercuriewith 
ismulick Julling Argusaſleep, ſlevy him, and broughtTo avvay; whoſeeyes it is 

laid that Iuno for hiseternall memory, placed in her byrd the Peacocks taile, for 
thoſe coloured ſpots indeed reſemble eyes. 


Wound 
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Waundleſe armour, vynwoundedin war,do ruſtthrough long peace. 

Diſplay. A poeticall metaphore, vvhereof the meaning is, thatif the Poet liſt 
ſhew his skill in matter of more dignitic, thenisthe homely Acglogue, good occa- 
ſion is him offered of higher veine and more Heroicall argument, in the perſon of 
our molt gratious Soucraigne,vvhom(as before) he calleth E//a, Orif matter of 
knighthood and chiualry pleaſe him better, thatthere be many noble andvaliant 
men, that are both vvorthy of his paines in their deſcrued praiſes,and alſo fauourers 
of his skill and faculrie. 

The worthy, he meaneth (as I gheſle) the moſt honorable and renowned the Earle 
of Leiceſter, vvhom by his cognifance (although theſame be alſo proper to other) 
rather thenby his name he bewraicth, beingnotlikely that the names of vvorchy 
Princes be known to countrey clownes. 

S$lack,that is, vvhen thouchangelt thy verſe to ſtately courſe, to matterof more 
plcaſanceand delight. 

The Millers,a kind of daunce. Ring. company of dauncers. 

The Remiſh Tityras, wvell knevy noble Virgil, vvho by Mecznas meanes vvas . 
broughtinto thefauour ofthe Emperour Auguſtus, and by him mooued to writein 
loftier kind, then he earſt had done, | 

Whereon: in theſe three verſes are thethree ſcuerall vvorks of Virgil intended, for 
in teaching hisflock to feed, is meant his Xglogue. In labouring of lands, is his 
Georgiques, In {inging of vvarres and deadly dread,is his diuine Xneis figured. 

I: derring do, in manhood and chiualrie. = 

For ever. Heſhevveth the cauſe yvhy Poets vyerewontto be had inſuch honour 
of noble men, thatis, that by them their vvoorthinelle and valour ſhould through 
their famous poelies be commended to all poſtcrities. Wherefore itis ſaid, that A- 
chilles had neuer been ſo famous,as he is, but for Homers immortall verſes, which 
istheonely aduantage,which he had of HeQtor. And alſo that Alexanderthe great, 
commingto histombe.in Sigues, vvithnaturallteares blciTed him, that eucrit vvas 
his hap tobe honoured with ſo excellenta Poets vyorkeasſo renowned &ennobled 
onely by his meane. VVhich being declared ina moſteloquent Oration of Tullies, 
is of Petrarch no letſe worthily ſetforth ina Sonnet. : 

Grunto Aleſſandro a la famioſa tomba, 
Del fero Achillo ſoſpirando diſſe”. 
O fortunato che fi chiaro tromba Tronaſts, oc. 

And thatſuchaccount hath been alway made of Poets, as vvell ſheweththis, that 
thevvarthy Scipio inall hisvvarres againſt Carthage and Numantia, hadeuermore 
in his company, andthat in molt familiar.ſort, the good old Poet Ennius: as alſo 


_ that Alexanderdeſtroying Thebes, vyhen he was enformed, that the famous Ly- 


rick poet Pindarus vyas borne in thatCitty,not onely commaunded ſtraightly, that 
no man ſhould vpon paine of death, do any violenceto that houſe, or othervvile: 
but alſoſpecially ſpared molt, and ſome highly revyarded thatvvereofhis kinne.So 
fauoured hetheonely name of a Poet. Which praiſe otherwiſe was in theſame man 
no le{lefamous, then when he came to ranſacking of king Darius coffers, whom he 
lately hadouerthrowne, hefound inalittle coffer of {iluer the two bookes of Ho- 
mersvvorks, as laid vpthereforſ(peciall Iewels & riches : vvhich he taking thence, 
putoneofthemdailyin his boſome,andtheorher cuery night lay vnder hispillow. 
Such honourhaue Poctsalwaies found inthe light of Princes & noblemen, which 

this Authour heere very well ſheweth, as elſe where morenotably. 
Bat after: heſheweth the cauſe of contempt of poctrie to be idleneſſe and baſe- 
nelle 


OCTOBER. 


_—_— —_ ____@©G©ſww. ll... en. A 


— — OO 


netle of mind. 

Pent, ſhut vp in ſloth, asina coope or cape. 

Tom Piper, an ironicall Sarcaſmus,ſpokenin deriſionof theſerudevvits, vvhich 
make morc account ofa ryming ribaud, then of skill grounded vpon learning and 
tudgement. . 

Ne breſt, the meaner ſort of men. Her peeced pinions,ynperfed skill : 
Spoken vvith humble modeſtie. 

As ſoote as Swanne, Thecompariſon ſeemeth to be ſtrange: for the ſwan hath 
euer vyvonneſmall commendation for her ſvveet linging: but it is ſaidof the lear- 
- ned,thatthe Svvannealittle beforeher death, lingeth moſt pleaſantly, as prophe- 
cying by aſecret inſtin& her neere deſtinie, as vvell ſaith the Poet elſewhere in one 

his Sonets : 

The ſiluer Svvan doth [ing before her dying day, 

As ſhe that feelesthedeep delight that is in death, &c. 

Immortall mirrour, Beautie, vyhich isan excellent obic of poeticall ſpirits, as 
appearcth by the yvorthy Petrarch, ſaying : 

Fiorir faceua il mio debile ingegno. 
Ala ſua ombra, & creſcer ne gli aſfanni, 

Acaytinue courage, A baſe andabiet mind. 

For loftre lone. ]thinke this playing vvith theletter, be rather a fault then a figure, 
as well in our Engliſh tongue, as it hath been alvvaiesintheLatin, called Cacozelor. 

A vacant, imitareth Mantuans ſaying, Vacuum carts ditina cerebrum Poſcit. 

Laniſh cups, Reſembleth the commonyverſe,Fecnna galices que non fecrre d:ſerts. 

O if my: heſeemeth heere to berauiſhed vvitha pocticallfurie. For (if onerightly 
marke) the numbers riſe ſofull, and the verſe grovveth fo bigge, that itſeemeth hee 
hadforgotthe meanneſſe ofſhepheards (tateand ſtile. 

Wild Ivie:foritis dedicateto Bacchus, and therefore it is ſaid, thar the MxnaJes 
(thatis, Bacchus frantick prieſts)vſed in theirfacrificeto carrieThyrl2s,whic', were 
pointed (taues or Tauelins, vvrappedabout with Ivie. 


Is buskin. Tt vvas the manner of poets and players in Tragedies, tovyere 515mg, 
as allo in Comedies tovſc ſocks and light ſhooes, Sothat thebus%inin poonic, 2 v- 
ſedfor tragicall matter, as is ſaid in Virgill, Sea Sophocleo tra £rn5/n8 002 Ur 
uo, Andthe like in Horace, /ſagnum logri, mitique cot 5779. 


Oreint, ſtrange. Bellonathe goddelle of battel/,thatis Fallas: vvicti may there- 
fore vvell be called queint, forthat(as Lucian ſaith) vehen Iupiter her iather vyas 
intrauaile of her, hecauſed his ſonine Vulcan with his axeto heaw his head, Out of 
vvhichleapedoutluſtily avaliant Damſell armed atall points: vvhom Vulcan ſec- 
ingſofaireand comely, lightly leapingto her, proterred her ſome curteſie, yvhich 
the Lady diſdaining, ſhaked herſpeareat him,and threatned his {aucinelle, There- 
foreſuch ſtrangenelle is vvell applied to her. 

Equipage,order. Tyaes, (caſons. | 

(arme, temperandorder. For charmes vverewontto be made by yerſes, as O- 
vidſaith: e Aut fi carminibus. 

Embleme. 

Heereby is meant, asalſo in the vvhole courſe of this Eglogue, thatpoetrieis a 
divincinſtinR, and vnnaturall rage paſſing the reach of common reaſon. Whom 
Piers anſwereth /jpiphonematicos,as admitting the excellencie afthe skill, whereof 


in Cuddie he had alrcadie had a taſte. 
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Sa» e/ cologa vndectma_. 
ARGVMENT. 


'T'N this xi. Aeglogue hee bewaileth the death of ſome maiden of grear 

4 blood, whom he calleth Dido. The perſonage is ſecrer, and ro me altope- 

ther vnknowne,albeit of himſelfe I often required the ſame. This Axglogue 

is made in imitation of Maror his ſong, which hee made vpon the death of 

.Loyes theFrench Queene. But farre paſsing hisreach,andin mine opinion, 
all other the Acglogues of this booke, 


THENOT, 
Or 18, my deare, when ſhall it pleaſe thee ſing, 
C As thou wert wont, ſongs of ſome 10uiſaunce ? 
Thy Muſe too long ſlumbreth in ſorrowing, 
Lulled aflcepe through loues miſgouernaunce. 
Now ſomewhat ſing, whoſe endlefſe ſouenaunce, 
Among the ſhepheards ſwaines may aye remaine : 
Whether tkee liſt thy loued Laſſe aduaunce, 
Or honour ÞP a N with hymnes of higher vaine. 
CoLin. 
T n EN © T, now nis the time of mery-make, 
Nor P a x to herie, nor with louetoplay : 
Sike mirth in May is meeteſt for to make, 
Or Sommer ſhade, vnder the cocked hay, 
But now {ad Winter welked hath theday, 
AndPHotByvs weary of his yeerely raske, 
Yſtabliſhr hath his ſteeds in lowely lay, 
And taken vp his Inne in Fiſhes haske, 
Thilke ſullen ſeaſon ſadder plighr doth aske, 
And loatheth ike delights, as thou dooſtpraiſe : 
The mournfull Muſe in mirth now liſt ne maske, 
As ſhe was wontin youngth and fommer dayes, 
Bur if thou algate lugligihr virelayes, 
Andlooſcr ſongs of Joue to vnderfong : 


COLIN, 

Who butthy ſelfe deſerues like Poets praiſe? 

Relicuethy Oaten pypes, that flecpen long, * 
eo THENOT. : 

The Nightingale is ſoucrazgne of f Ong, - 

Before him fits the Titmouſe filentbe : 

And I,vnfit to thruſt in skilfull throng, _ 

Should Corn makeimdge ofmy fooleries 

Nay, better learneof hem, that learned bee, 

And han been watred at the Mules vvel!! ; 

The kipdly deaww drops from the higher tree, 

And wets the little plants that lowly dwell. 

But if {ad winters wrath, an(| ſeaſon chill, 

Accord not with thy Muſes meriment : 

To ladder times thou maitt attunethy quill, 

And ſing of ſorrow and deaths dreeriment. 

For deadis Dt o, deadalasand drent, 

D 1 Þ 0 the great ſhepheard his daughter ſheene : 

The faireſt May fhe was that ever went, 

Her like ſhe has not left behind I weene. 


And ifthou wilt bewaile my wofulltcene, 


I ſhall theegiue yond Coſflet for thy paine : 
Andifthy rymes as round andrufullbcen, 
As thoſethatdidthyRo$AaLinvds complaine, 


Much 


— 
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Much greater gifts for guerdon thou ſhalt gaine, 

Then Kid or Coflet, which I thee benempr : 

Then vplI ſay, thou jolly ſhepheard ſwaine. 

Let not my {mall demaund be ſo contewpr, 
CoLnin. 

T x No r,to that I choſe, thou doſt me tempr, 

But ah! too vyell I wote my humble vaine, 

And how my r:mes been rugged and vakempt: 

Yer as I con, my cunning I will traine. 


Pthen Mzr poMEN=E, the mournfull Muſe of 


Such cauſe of mourming neuer hadſt afore : (nine, 
Vp griſly ghoſts,and vp my rufullrime, 
Matter of mirth now ſhaltthou haue no more : 
For dead ſhe is, that mirth thee made of yore, 
D 1D o my deare,alas is.dead, 
Dead, and lieth wraptin lead: 
O heauic herſe, 
Let ſtreaming teares be poured out n ſtore : 
O carcfull verſe. 


Shepheards,thatby your flocks on Kentiſh downes abide, 
Waile ye this wofull waſte of Natures warke : 
Waile we the wight, whoſepreſence was our __ : 
Waile we the wight, whoſe abſence is our carke. 
The ſunne of all the world is dimme and darke : 
Theearth now lacks her wonted light, 
Andall wedwellin deadly night: 
O heautcherſe, 
Breake we ourpipes, thatſhrild as loude as Larke, 
O carefull yerſe. 


Why doe we longerliue, (ah why liueweſo long) 
Whoſe better daies death hath ſhutvp in woe? 
The faireſt lowre our girlond all among, 

Is faded quite, and into duſt ygoe. 

Sing now ye ſhepheards daughters, fing no mo 
The fongs that C 6 L 1 Nv made you in her praiſe, 
But 13to weeping turne your wanton Jayes. 

O heame hearſe : : 
Now is time todie. Nay,time was long ygoe, 
O carcfull yerſe, 


Whence is it, that the flowret of the field doth Fade, 
Andlyerhbyricd long in Winters bale? 
Yetſoone as Spring his mantle doth diſplay, 
It flowreth freſh, as it ſhould never fuile, 
Butthing ori earth that is of moſt auaile, 
As vertues branch and beauties bud, 
Reliucn not for any good, 
O heauic herle,. 
Thebranch once dead, the bud eke needs muſt quaile, 
O carefull yerle, 


She whalc ſhe was, (that was,awofull word to ſaine) 
For beauties praiſe and pleaſance had no peere: 
So well ſhe couth the ſhephcards entertaine, 
With cakes and cracknells, and ſuch countrey cheere, 
Ne would ſheſcorne the fimple ſhepheards ſwaine: 
For ſhe would call him often hcame, 
And gine him Curds andclouted Creame, 


Oheauicherle : 
Als Colin CLovr ſhewould not once difdaine, 
O carefull verſe. 


Bur now fike happy cheere is turnd to heauy chaunce, 
Such pleaſance now dilplaſt by doors dint : 
All Muſficke fleepes, where death doth lead the daunce, 
And ſhepheards wonted lolace is extin&t. 
Theblewein blacke, the greene in gray istin: 
The gaudy girlonds deckt her graue, 
The faded flowres her Corſe cmbraue, 
O heauie herle, 
Mourne now my Muſe,now mourne with teares beſprent; 
O carefull yerle., 


Othou great ſhepheard LoBB1N, how greatis thy 
Where bin the noſegaies that ſhe dight for thee 2 (grit? 
The coloured chaplets wrought with a chiefe, 
The knotted ruſh-rings,and gilt Roſemarec ? 
For ſhee deemed — too deere for thee. 
Ah,they becn all yclad in clay, 
One bitter blaſt blew all away. 
O heauic herle, 
Thercof noughtremaines but the memorce, 
O carcfull yerle, 


Aye me that dreerie death ſhould ſtrike ſo mortal ſtroke, 
T hat can vndoe Dame Natures kindely courle: 
Thefaded locks fallfromtheloftic Oke, 
The flouds do gaſpe, for drycd is their fourſe, 
And flouds of teares flowein their ſtead perforce. 
The mantled medowes mourne, 
Their ſundry colours tourne, 
O heauicherle, 
T he heauens doe melt in teares without remorſe, 
O carefull verſe, 


The feeble flocks in field refuſe their former foode, 


' And hang their heads, as they would learne to weepe 2 


The beaſts in forreſt waile as they were woode, 
Except the Wolues, that chaſe the wandring ſheepe : 
Now ſheeis gone thatſafely did hem kceepe, 
' The Turtle on the bared braunch, 
Laments the wound, that death did launch, 
O heauic herſe: 
AndPH1LoMELs her ſong withteares doth ſteepe, 
O carefull verſe, 


The water Nymphs, that wontwith herto ſing & daug-3, 
Andfor her 2izlond Oliue branches beare, | 
Now balefull boughs of Cypres done aduaunce : 
The Muſes that were wont greene bayes to weare, 
Now briogen bitter Eldre branches ſere : 
Thefarall ſiſters ekerepent, 
Her vitall threed ſo ſoone was ſpent. 
O heaujtherle, 
Mourne now my Muſe, now meurne with heauie chears, 
O careful] verſe, 


O truſtleſſe ſtate of earthly things, and flipper hope 
Of morrall men, that (winke and ſweat for nought, 
And 


ines — "WERE GE EN _ — 
OS VF A bots awe font eieegnyjet 


IO — TIS - rm nf et y _ 
2 , f 4 £ 17 "w pp 


E _—_ ; 
EIS COT On Cen w 


—— w— 


vo > —_— COACH = ——_ 
my ei. xe. wok >. tp +. bt 1 3 nee £ PA as. ang we kn Laeoarmas od Py PAT; 1 op Nene 4 ey WEIR WT JD SE OT I OE 2% 
£ JWESF'S - Sa exe A ern ed Le TIC Ae =o ISS ———— EMT SE 2 manner eo 
- 0 o q 4 —_— SY b . . EY Sr HE DIE IIS, = + 2 EIT ET DE no IT 
_ > On enneny w— ' O———n—ew————_ wn 


$Q 


NOVEMBER. 


And fhooting wide,doth miflethe marked ſcope: 
Now haueTI learnd (a lefſon deercly bought) 
That nis on carth aſſurance to be ſought : 
For what might bc in earthly mould, 
That &i4 her buried body hould ? 
O heauicherle, 
Yetſaw I on the beere when it was brought, 
O carcfull verſe. 


But maugre death, and dreaded ſiſters deadly ſpight, 
And patecs of hell, and fieriefuries force: 
Shc hath the bonds broke of erernall night, 
Herſaule vnbodied of the burdenous corpſe. 
Why ti;en weepes L o B B1N ſo withoutremorle ? 
O {.0B8, thy lofſe no longer lament, 
D1DÞo ns dead, but into heauen hent : 
O happy herlſe, 
Ceaſenow my Mule, now ceaſe thy ſorrowes ſourſe, 
O ioyfull verte, 


Why waile we then? why wearie we the gods withplaints, 
Asif ſome cui}l were to herbetight ? 
Sheeraignes a goddefl- now among the Saints, 
That whilome was the ſaint of ſhepheards light ; 
Andisenſtalled now1n heauens hight, 

I ſec the blefſed (oule, I ſee, 

Walkein Elyſsan fields fo free. 


Vnwile and wretched men to weet whats good or ill, 
We deeme of Death as doome of ill deſert: 
But knew we faoles, whatit vs brings yntill 
Die would we daily, onceit to expert, 
No danger there the ſhepheard can aſtert: 

Faire fields and pleaſantlayestherebeene, 

The fields ayc freſh, the grafle ayegreene: 

O happy herlc. | 
Make hafte ye ſhepheards, thither to revert, 
O ioyfull verſe. 


D rD © is gone afore(whole turne ſhall be thenext?) 
There lives ſhe with the bleſled Gods in bliſle : 
There drinks ſhe Near with Ambroſia mixt, 
And ioyes cnioyes, thatmortall men doe mifle. 
]T hehonour now of higheſt God ſhe is, 

That whilome was poore ſhepheards pride: 

While heerc on earth ſhe did abide, 

O happy herſe. | 
Ceaſe pow my long, my woe now waſted is, 
O ioytull yerle. 


THENOT. 
Ayefranke ſhepheard, how been thy verſes meint 


With dolcfull plealance, foas I newotte, 
Whether rcioyce or weepefor great conſtraint? 


O happy herlc, Thine be the Coſler, vvell haſt thou it gotte. 
Mig'tI once come tothee (O that I might) Vp Cort 1N,vp, ynough thou mourned haſt: 
O ioyfall verſe. Now ginnes to nizzle, hie we hotheward faſt, 
Colins Embleme. 
La mort ny mord. 
GLOSSE. 
Touyſannce,mirth. Sonenaunce,remembrance. Herie, honour. 
Yelked, ſhortned or empayred. As the Moone beeing in the vvane, is ſaid 
of Lidgate to vvelk. 


 1z lowly lay, accordingtotheſeaſon of the moneth of Nouember,when the Sunne 
draweth lovyeinthe South, toward the Tropick or returne. 

In fiſhes haske,the Sunraigned, that is, in the ligne Piſces, all Nouember :a haske 
isa wicker ped, whercin they vieto carry fſh. 

Virelayes, alight kind of (gng. 

Bewatred: for it isa ſaying of Pocts,thatthey haue drunke of the Muſes Well, Ca- 
ſalias, vyhereof was before ſufficiently ſaid. 

Dreriment, dreery and heauie cheere. 

T he great ſhepheard,isſome man of high degree, and not as ſome vainely ſuppoſe, 
GodPan. The perſon both of the ſhepheard and of Dido is vnknowne, and cloſely 
buriedinthe Authours conceit. Butout of doubrI am, that it isnor Roſalinde, as 
ſomeimagine: for he ſpeakethſoone after of her alſo. 

Sheene, faireand ſhining. Hay, for mayde. 


Teene, ſorrow. 
Gnerdon, reward, Bynempt, bequeathed. 


Coſſet, 
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C ofet,alambe brought vpvvithout the damme. © Yukewpr, Incompti. Not 
combed, that is, rude and vnhandſome. 

Aeclpomene, The lad and vvailefull Muſe, yſed of Poets in honour & Tragedies: 
es ſaith Virgil; 

elpomene tragicoproclamat maſta boats. | 

Pp grieſly ghoſts. The manner of the tragicail Poets, to call for helpe of Furies 8 
damned ghoſts : ſo is Hecuba of Euripides, and Tancalus brought in of Seneca. And 
therelt of thereſt, 

Herſe, istheſolemne obſequie in funeralls, 

Waſte of, decay of ſo beautifull a peece. (arke,care, 

Ah voby, an elegant Rpcnceball asalſo ſcone after, Nay time was long ago, 

Floret, adiminutiue for a little lowre, This is anotableand ſententious compa- 
riſon, 4 minore ad mains. | 

Reline not, live notagaine.i.notin theirecarthly bodies: for in heauen they receiue 
their due reward. 

The branch, He mcaneth Dido: vyho beeing as itvvere the maine branch novv 
withered; the buds, that is, beautie (as he ſaid ws can no more flouriſh. 

Wh cakes, fit for ſhepheards bankets, 

Heame, for home,afterthe Northern pronouncing, 

Tintt, dyed or tained, h 

The gaudie, The meaning is, that the things which vvere the ornaments of her 
life, aremadethe honour of her funerall, as is vſed in burials. 

Lobbin, the name of a ſhepheard, vyhich ſeemeth to haue been the louer and 
deere friend of Dido. 

Ruſb-rings, agreeable forſuch baſe gifts. 

Faded locks, dried leaues. As if Nature her (elfe bewailed the death of the 
Mayde. 

Sourſe, ſpring, Mantled Medowes, fortheſundry floyyers are like a 
mantleor couerlet vvrought vvith many colours. 

Philomele,the Nightingale. Whomthe Poetsfaine once to haue been a Lady of 
oreat beautie,till being rauiſhed by her ſiſters husband, ſhe deſired to be turned into 
a birde of her name: whoſe complaints be very wellſetforth of M.George Gaſcoina 
wittie gentleman, & the verie chiefeof our laterimers: who &if ſome parts of lear- 
ningvvanted not (albe itisvvell knowne hee altogether vvanted notlearning ) no 
doubtwould haue attained to the excellencie of thoſe famous Poets. For, gifts of 
vvit, and naturall promptneſſe, appeare in him aboundantly. 

Cypres, vied of theold paynims in the furniſhiug of their funerall pompe, and 
properly the {ligne of all ſorrovy and heauinelle. 

The fatall ſiſters, Clotho, Lachefis, and Atropos, daughters of Herebus and the 
Night, vvhom the Poets fainetoſpinnethe life ofman, asitwerealong thred,which 
they draw outin length, till his tatall houre and timely death become bur it by 0- 
ther caſualtie his daies be abridged, then one of the, thatis, Atropos, is fatd to haue 
cutthethredin twaine. Heereof commetha commonverle, 

{lotho colum bainlat, Lacheſis trahit, Atrepos occat. 

O truÞlefe, Agallantexclamation moralized vvith great vviſedom , and paſlio- 
nate vvith greatatteRion, 

Beere,atrame, vyhereon they vſe to lay the dead corps. | 

Furies, of Poets arefainedto bethree, Perſephone, Alefo, and Megera, vvhich 


arcfaidtobethe Authors of all cuill and miſchiefe. 
F; Eternal! 
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E:ernall xight, is death, or darknefle of hel]. 

Zetighr, happened, 

{ ſee, AlivelyIcon or preſentation, as if he ſaw her in heauen preſent, 

E/y/ia22 fields, be deuiſcd of Poets to bea place of pleaſure like Paradiſe, vyhere 
th: happy ſoulcs doercſt in peaceand cternall happineſle. 

Die vvonld, thevery expretiefaying of Plato in Phxdone. 
fitcrt , betall vnvvarcs. 

Ncfizr and Ambreſra, he fained to be the drinkeand food of the Gods : Ambro- 
fia they likento Manna in ſcripture, and NeRtarto bevvhite like creame, vvhereot 
52 proper tale of Hebe, thatſpilt a cup of it, and-ttained che heauens, as yet appea- 
rcth ButT haucalready diſcourſed that atlarge in my Comentary vpon the dreames 
of theſame Author, 

Afeyat, mingled, 


Embleme_. : ; 


Which is as much to fay, as death byteth not, For although by courſe of nature 
vvebcborneto die, and beeing ripened vvith age, as vvith timely harueſt, we muſt 
be gathered in time,ur elſe of our ſeluesvve fall like rotted ripefruitefromthe tree: 
yer death is not to be counted for cuill, nor (as the Poet ſaid before) as doome of ill 
cefert. Forthough the tre{palle of the firſt man brought death into the vvorld, as 
the guerdon of linne, yetbecingouercome by the death of one that died for all, it is 
novy made (as Chaucer faith) the greene pathway of lite. So thar it agreeth vvell 
vvith that vyas ſaid, that Death byteth not (that is) hurteth not at all, 


December 


NNE ER a nee nn EK IT POEIY TIS > Ie ES oo outs 07 ad 2 


LAW 
non + OS 00s 


WII; s gon way 


OI OI TOR IDA YR IG POET 2 FH IR, FART IEPA IEy > BE oe 77 nb IT. 
7 Eros” Bits. wth AT A TA p + - Sy 


* r F<FL 
pe ap 
_ - 


Wi / 


| 
| 


| 
| 


AWiiili{y 


0 WD \ \i WF 
OS Y Jl */ 
AC gilt X V XJ FP P | 
- 1/> = X 
Kc X , 
7 — | 
A 128 J& 6 > ZE 
| PIE 2D = 
STR 5 RI & "= #5 
— \\ \\ , IN - RO YA! = k p< —_ 
ASS F T// _ oy [A 
O »S 
LI = o& 
- A 172 TY Sls 
(Þ £4 :va By 
SUEN 
OILS 


Sa edeploga duodecima_. 


ARGVMENT:. 


T His Aeglogue (euen as the firſt beganine) is ended with acomplaint of 
Colin to God Pan: wherein, as wearie of his former waics, he propor- 
rionerh his life to the foure ſeaſons of the yeere, comparing his yourh tothe 
Spring time, vvhen he was freſh and free from loues follie. His manhood 
ro the Sommer, which he faith, was conſumed with great heate & exceſsiue 
drouth, cattſed througha Comer or blazing ſtarre , by which hee mzanerth 
loue, which paſsion is commonly compared to ſach flames and immode- 
rate heate, his ripeſt yeeres he reſemblech co an vnſeaſonable harueſt, where- 
inthe frutcs fall ere they be ripe. His latrer agero Vinters chill and troſtie 
ſeaſon, now drawing neereto hislaſtend. 


All in the ſhadow of a buſhic Breere, 
That C © x 1 w hight, which well could pipe and 
Forheof T1TYRv Shisſongs didlere. (fing, 
There as heſate in ſecret ſhade alone, 
Thus gan he make of loue his pitious mone, 


T He gentle ſhepheard ſate beſides a ſpring, 


O ſouer1ipacP a x, thou God of ſhepheards all, 
Which of our render Lambkins takeſt kegpe : | 
And when our flocks into miſchaunce mought fall, 
Dooſt ſaue from miſchiefe the vnwarie ſheepe, 

Als of their maiſters haſt no lefſe regard 


T thee beſeech ({o be thou deigneto heare, 

Rude ditttes, tunde to ſhepheards Oten reed, 

Or if T cuer Sonnet ſung laclearc, 

As it with pleaſaunce moughtthy fancie feed) 
Harken awhile from thy greeve Cabiner, 
The lawrell ſong of carctullCoLingr. 


Then of the flocks, which thou dooſt watch and ward: 


Whilome in youth, when flowr'd my yoarhfull ſpring, 
Like ſwallow ſwift, Iwandred here anJ there : 
For heat of heedleſſe luſt me ſo did ſting, 
That I of doubred danger had no feare. 
I went the waſtfull woods and forreſt wide, 


Withouten dread of Wolues to been efpide. 


J wont torange amid the mazie thicker, 
And gathernuts to make me Chriſtmas game: 
And ioyedoftto chaſe the trembling Pricket,. 
Or hunt the hartlefſe Hare, till ſhe were rame. 
What reckedI of wintry ages waſt ? 
ThodecmedI my ſpring would ever laſt. 


How often haue I ſcal'dthe craggie Oke, 
All to diſlodge the Rauen ofher neſt? 
How haue | wearied with many a ſtroke, 
The ſtately Walnut-tree, the while the reſt 
Vnder the tree fell all for nuts at ſtrife 2 
For ylike to me, was libertie and life. 
F 3, And 
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Andfor I was inthilke ſame looſer yeeres, 
(Whetherthe Muſc,ſo wrought me from my birth; 
Orl too mach belicu'd my ſhepheard peeres ) 
Somedele ybent to ſong and muſicks mirth. 
A good old ſhepheard, Wr x no c x was his name, 
Made me by art morecunning in the ſane. 


From thence I durſt in derring to compare 
With ſhepheards ſwaine,what-euer fed in field: 
Andif that HonBrinoLL right iudgement bare, 
ToP ax his owneſelfe pipe I necd not yecld. 
For if the locking Nymphes did follow Þ a x, 
Thevwiſer Muſes after CoL 1k ran. 


Bit ah ſuch pride at length was ill repaid, 
The ſhepheards God {perdie God was he none) 
My hurtleſſe pleaſance did meill vpbraid, 
——_— lorne, my life he left to mone. 
oue they him called, that gaue me checkmate, 
But better mought they baue behote him Hate, 


Tho gan my louely ſpring bid me farewell, 
And fummer ſcaſon ſped him to dilplay 
(For loue then in the Lyons houſe did dwell) 
The raging fire, that kindled at hisray. 
A comet ſtird vp that vnkindly heate, 
Thatraigned (as menſaid)inVEn v $ ſeate. 


Forth wasT led, not as I wemt aforc, 
When choice I had to chule my wandring way : 
But whither Jucke and loues vnbridled lore 
Would lead meforth on Fancies birto play. 
The bulh my bed, the bramble was my bowre, 
Thervoods can witnelle many a wofull ſtoure, 


Where I was wonttoſccke the hony Bee, 
Working her formallrowmes in Wexen frame: 
The orieſly-T odeſtoole growne there mought I ſee, 
And loathing Paddocks lordipg on the ſame. 
And where the chaunting birds luld me aſleep, 
The ghaſtly Owlc her gricuous Ione doth keepe. 


Then as the ſpring gines placeto elder time, 
And bringeth forth the fruite of ſummers pride: 
Allſo my age,now paſlcd youthly prime, 
To things of iper reaſon lelfe applide: 
Andlearn'd of lightertimber,cotes to frame, 
Such as might ſaue my ſhcepeand mefro ſhame. 


To makefine cages forthe Nightingale, 

And Baskets of bulruſhes was my wont: 

Who to entrap.the fiſh.in winding (ale, 

Was better ſeen, or hurtfull beaſts to bunt ? 
T learned als.the ſignes of heauen to ken, 
HowPnotsv s failes, whereV env s fits, & when. 


Andtried time yettaught.me greater things, 

The ſuddaineriſing ottheraging ſeas : 

The ſooth of byrds by beating of their wings, 

The powre of heatbes, both which can hurt and caſe.: 
And which be wont Cenrage the reſtlelle ſheepe, 
And which be wontto wotke etcrnallflcepe, 


But ah vnwiſe and witlcſſe ColinCrovr, 
That kydſt the hidden kinds of many aweed: 
Yct kydſt not ene to cure thy ſore hart roote, 
Wholerankling wound as yctdoesrifcly bleed. 
Why liu'ſt thou ſtill, & yet haſt thy deaths wound? 
Why dieſt chou ſtil}, and yeraliueart found ? 


Thus is my ſummer worne away and waftcd : 
Thus is my harveſt haſtencd all too rathe: 
Theearethat budded faire,is burnt and blaſted, 
Andall my hoped gaine is turn'd to ſcathe. 

Of all the ſeed, that in my youth was ſowne, 

Was nought butbrakes &brambles to be mowne, 


My boughs and bloſſoms that crowned were atfirſt, 
And promiſed of timely fruiteſuch ſtore: 
Are left both barc and barren now at erſt, 
The flattering fruit is fallen to ground before, 
And rotted, cre they were halfe mellow ripe: 


My harueſt waſte, my hope away did wipe. 


The fragrant flowers that in my garden grew, 

Been wither'd, asthey had been gathered long : 

Their rootes been dried vp for lacke of dewe, 

Yet dewed with teares they han been euer among. 
Ab, who has wroughtmy Ros Aarinp thus ſpight, 
To ſpill the flowers that ſhould her girlond dight? 


AndI,that whilome wont to frame my pipe, 
Vato the ſhifting of the ſhepheards foote : 
Sike follies now haue gathered, as too ripe, 
And caſt hem out, as rotten and vnſoote, 
The looſer LafſcI caſt to pleaſe no more, 
Oncif I pleaſe,cnough is me therefore. 


Andthus of all my harueſt hope, I haue 
Nought reaped but a weedie crop of care: 
Which, when I thought hauethreſht in ſwelling ſheaue, 
Cockle for corne, and chaffe for barly bare. 
Soone as the chaffe ſhould in the fan be finde, 
All was blowne away of the waucring winde, 


So now my yeare drawesto my latter terme, 

My ſpringis ſpent, my ſummer burnt vp quite: 

My harueſt haſtes to ſtir yp vvinter ſterne, 

And bids him claime withrigorous ragechisrighe. 
So now heſtormes with many a ſturdieſtoure, 
So now his bluſtriog blaſt cach coaſt doth ſcoure. 


The carefull cold hath nipt my rugged rinde, 
And in.my face deepe furrowes eld hath pight: 
My head beſprent with hoariefroſt I find, 
And by mine eyethe crowe his claw doth wright. 
Delight is laid abed, and pleaſurepaſt, 
No Vane now ſhines, clouds han all oucr-caft, 


Now leaue you ſhephcards boyes your merry glee, 
My Muſe is hoarſe and wearic of this ſound: 
Heere will I hapg my pipe ypon this tree, 
Was neuer pipe of.rced did better ſound. 
Winter is come, that blowes the butter blaft, 
Andafter winter drecrie death does haft, FOR 
& 
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And aftcr winter commeth timely death, 


Gather ye together my little flocke, Adiew delights, thatiulled me aſleepe, 

My littlc flocke,that was to me molt liefe : Adiew my deare, whoſe louc I bought ſo deare: 

Letme, ahlet mein your fols ye lock, Adicw my little lambes and loved ſheepe, 

Ere the breme vrvinter breed you oreater oricke, Adiew ye woods, that oft my yvitneſſe were : 
Winter is come, that blowes the balefull breath, Adiew good HoBB1NOL L,thatwas fo true, 
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Tytirws, Chaucer, as hath been oft ſaid. Lamkins, young lambes. 
Als of their, feemely to exprelle Virgils verſe ; 
Pan curat ones oninmqne magiſtros. 

Deigne, vouchlate. Cabinet, Col:net, diminutiues, 

Aaxzie,forthey beliketoa maze, whenceitishardro get outagaine. 

Peeres, Fellowes and companions, p 

_ that is, Poctrie, as Terence ſaith ; Quiartemtraftant mu/icam, ſpeaking 
of Poets. | : 

Derring doe, aforeſaid. | 

L:ons houſe, heimagineth ſimply that Cupid, which isloue, had his abodein the 
hote figne Leo,which is in midſt of Sommer: a pretie allegory whereofthe meaning 
is, that loue in him wroughtan extraordinarie heate of Jult. *g 

Hes ray, vwhich is Cupids beame of flames of loue. 

A comet.,a blazing (tarre, meantof beautie, which wasthe cauſeof his hote love. 

Venus, the goddelle of beautie or pleaſure. Alſo a ligne in heauen, as it is heere ta- 
ken. Sohemeancth,that beautie,vvhich hath alway aſpet to Venus, was the cauſe 
of hisvnquietnetle inloue. 

Where [nas,a finedeſcription ofthechange of his life and liking, for all thinges 
now ſeemed to him-to haue altered their kindly courſe. 

Lording, Spokenafter the manner of Paddocks & Frogs ſitting, which is indeed 
lordly, notmoouing or looking oncealide, vnletle they beitirred. 

Then a;, The ſecond part,that is, hismanhood. 

(tes, Shepcotes, for ſuch beexerciſes of ſhepheards. 

Sale, or fallow, a kind of vyood like vvillow, fitto wreathe and bind in heapes to 
catch fiſh vvithall. | 

Phebeſailes, The Eclipſe of the Moone, which is alwaies in Cauda, or Capite Dra- 
conis, {ignes in heauen. : 

Uerzs.i. Venus ſtarre, otherwiſe called Heſperus, and Veſper, and Lucifer, both 
becauſeheſeemeth to beone of the brighteſt ſtarres, andalſo firſtriſeth, and ſetteth 
laſt. Allwhich kill in ſtarres, beeing conuenient for ſhepheards to knowe, Theo- 
critus andthere(t vſc. ; 

Raging ſeas, The cauſe of the ſvelling and ebbing of the ſea cometh of thecourle 
of the Moone,ſometime increaling, ſometime waning and decrealing. 

Sooth of birds. A kind of ſoothfaying vied intheelder times, vvhich they gathe- 
red by the flying of birds: Firlt (as is ſaid) inuented by the Thuſcans, & fromthem 
deriuedtotheRomans,vvho(asitis ſaidin Liuie) were ſo ſuperſtitiouſly rooted in 
the ſame, thatthey agreedthateuery nobleman ſhould put his ſonne to the Thut- 


canes,by them to be brought vp in that knowledge. 
Of 


TellRo$AL1iNDE, herCoL 1x bids heradicw. 
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Of berbes. That wondrousthings be vyrought by herbes, vvell appeareth by the 
common vvorking of the in our bodies, asalſoby the vvonderfull enchauntments 
and ſorceriesthat haue been vvrought by them: inſomuch that it 1s ſaid, that Circe 
a famous Sorcerelle, turned men intoſundry kinds of beaſts and monſters, & onely 
© by herbs: asthe Poctfaith z Dea ſenuapotenribus herbis, fc. 
Kidſt, knovvelt.  Eare,of corne, Scathe, lolle, hinderance. 
Emer among, Euer and anone. Th: 1s my, Thethird part, vyhere- 
in isſetforth hisripe yeeres, as an vntimely harueſt that bringerh little fruit. | 
The fragrant flowers, ſundry ſtudies and laudable parts of learning, vvherein our 
Poet is ſeene: be they witnelle vyhich arepriuie to his (tudie. 
So now my ycere, Thelalt part, vvherein is deſcribed his age, by compariſon of 
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vvintrie ſtormes, { arefull cold, tor careis ſaid to coole the bloud. 
Glee, mirth. Hoarie froſt, A metaphor of hoarie haires , ſcattered 
likea gray frolt. Breeme,ſharpeand bitter. 


Adiew delights, isa conclulion of all. Where in lixe verſcs hee comprehendeth 
all that was touched in this booke. In the firſt verſe, his delights of youth generally. 
In the ſecond, rhe loue of Roſalinde. In the third, the keeping of ſheepe, vvhich is 
the argument of all the Xglogues. Inthe fourth, his complaints. Andinthe laſt 
tvyo his profelledfriendſhip & good vvillto his good friend Hobbinoll, 


Embleme, | 

The meaning vyhereof is, that all things periſh and come to their laſt end, bur 

vvorks of learned vvits and monuments abide for euer. And therefore Horace of 

his Odes(avvorke though full indeed of greatvvitand learning, yet of no ſo great 
vveight and importance) boldlyſaith; 

Exegemonimentum areperennim, 

nod nec imber nec aquiloverax, 


Thercforelet not be enuied, that this Poetin his Epilogue ſaith, hee made a Ca- 
lender that ſhall enduteaslong as time, &c. following the example of Horace & 
Ouidin the like; 

Grande op exegi, quod nec Tours ira, nec ignis, 
Nec ferrum poteri, nec edax abolere vetuſtas, ce 


Loe, Thane made a Calender for enery yeere, 
That ſteele in ſtyength,and time in durance ſhall out-weare: 
Andif Imarked well the ſkarres reuolution, 

In ſhall continue till the vvorlds diſſolution. 
To teach the ruder ſhepheard how to feed hy ſheepe, 
And from the falſers fraude his folded flocke to keepe. 

Goe little Calender, thou ha#t a free paſport : 
Goe but a lowely gate among the meaner ſort. 
Dare not to match thy pipewith Tytirus hu ſtile, 

Nor with the Pilgrim that the Plough-man plaid awhile: 
But follow ami 4 off, and their high ſteps adore, 
Thebetter pleaſe, the worſe diſpleaſe: Iaske no more. 

Merce non mercede. 
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and noble Knight, Sir Walter Ralezoh, Captaine 
of her Maieſtics Guard, Lord Wardein of the Stan- 


ncries, and Licutenanrt of the Coantie 


of Cornwall. 
RG Ea IR, thar you may ce that I am nor alwaies idleas yee 
N-3W/C 2/1 thinke, though nor greatly well occupied, nor altogether 
5 7 | vndurifull, choughnot preciſely officious ; I make you 


preſent of this {imple Paſtorall, vnworthy of your high- 
erconceiprt for che meaneneſle of the ſtile, but agreeing 
with thetruth incircumſtance and matrer. The vvhich 
I humbly beſeech you to accept in partof payment of 
the infinire debt in which I acknowledge my ſelfe bounden vntoyou (for 
your fingular fauours,and ſundry good rurnes ſhewed ro me at my lare be- 
ing in England.) and with yeur good countenaunce prote@t againſt the ma- 
lice of euill mouthes, whichare alwaies wide open to carpe atand miſcon- 
ftrue my ſimple meaning. I pray continually for your happineſle. From 
my houſear Kilcolman, the 27, of December. I 5 9 1. 


Tours ener humbly. 


Ed. Sp. 
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come home againe. 


HE ſhepheards boy (beſt knowen by that name) My lifes ſole blifſe, my hearts eternall treaſure, 


That aiter T1TYRYy s firſt ſung his lay, 


Laics of ſect loue, without rebuke or blame, 


Sate (as his cuſtome was) vpon a day, 

Charming his oaten pipe vnto jus peres, 

The ſhepheard fwaines that did about him pl:y : 
Who all the while with ercedy liſtfull eares, 

Did ſtand aſtoniſhr at his curio!s skill, 


Like hartlefſe Deare, diſr:1aid with thunders found. | 


Atlaft, when as hepiped had his fill, 

He reſted him: and fitting then around, 

One of thoſe grootnes (a iolly groome was hee, 

As cuer piped on 1n oaten reed, 

An lou'd this ſhepheard deareſt in degree, 

Hight HoBB1N 0 Ls) ganthus to himareed : 
C 0 L 1N, my licfe,my life, how great aloffe 

Had all the ſhepheards nation by thy lacke 2 

AndI, poore ſ{waine, of many, greateſtcroſle : 

That fith thy Muſe firſt ſince thy turning back 

Was heard to ſound as ſhe was wont on hie, 

Haſt made vs all fo bleſſed and fo blythe. 

Whilſt thou waſt bence,all dead in dole didlic : 

The woods were heard to waile tull many a ſythe, 

And all their birds with filence to complaine : 

The ficlds with faded lowers did ſeeme ro mourne, 

And all their flocks from feeding to refraine : 

The running waters wept for thy returne, 

And all their fiſh with languour did lament: 

But now koth woods.ar | fieids,and flogds reviue, 

Sith thou art come, their cauſe of meriment, 

Thar ys late dead, haſt made againc alive; 

But were it not too paineful! to reprate 

The paſſed fortunes which to thee betell 

Jo thy late voyage, we thee would intreat, 

Now atthylciſure them to vsto tell. 

- * To whom the ſhepheard gently anſwered thus, 

Hos 8B 1N, thoutempteſt me tothat I cout: 

For of good paſſed, newly to diſcus, 

By double vſurie doth tw.ſerui:ow it. 

And finceI ſaw that Angels blefled eye, 

Her worlds bright ſur, her heauens faireſt light, 

My mind full of my thoughts ſaticrie, 

Daoth feed on [weet contentment of that ſight : 

Since thatſame day in nought TI take delight, 

Ne fecling haue in any earthly plealure, 

Burin remembrance of that glorious bright, 


Wake then my pipe, my ſl:epie Muſe awake, 
Ti I hauetold ber pra'fes laſting long : 

Hos 8B 1N defies, thou maiſt 1t nottorſake, 
Harke then ye jolly ſhepheards to my ſong, 

With that, they all gan throng about him neare; 
With Hungry earcs to heare his harmorie : 

The whiles their locks, deuoid of dangers feare, 
Did round aboutthem feede at ltbertie, 

One day (quotit1e) I fare (as was my trade) 
Vndcr the footevtf M or x, thatmountaine hore, 
Keeping my {heepe amongſtrhe cooly ſhade, 

Of che greene alders bythe MvLLasrs ſhore: 
There a ſtrange ſhepheard chaunft ro finime out, 
Whether aliured with my pipes Jelichr, 

Whole ple.ifing ſound yfhriled far about, 

Oc thither l.! by channce, I knw nocright: 
Whom who I asked from whar place hecame, 
And how he hight : him{cife he 41d yc!eepe, 

The ſhepheard of the Oc n a nby name, 

And ſaid he came far from the ma:n-lea deepe, 
He fitung me beſide 1a thu lame ide, 


- Prouoked me to play ſomepl-afint fit, 


Ard when he hear rhe ruſicke whicl; T made, 
He found himlelte ail 9:culy pleatd arit; 

Yer, xmuhng my pipe, hercokeir noud 

My pipe, before that xmuted of m 14, 

And pl.ud ther-0n; (for uct) tha 4 iheecoad) 
Hincife as skilin'l in th; it orcas wn 

He pipt, T {460 3.1 when ic tang, [rip >. 

By change iturnes, ®2ch marr other icy, 
Neither couying other, ror enlicd, 

So pipe te, vur'' 7c both wore woar'e, 

There ater -onting him, 1bonay frains, 
ThatCvyDpoy bel. himnthus aavecn. beſpare 3 
And ſhoul.l itnoc ry roy courtzreNroine, 

I would requeſt the=C BB ETN, for my ſ[2&e, 
To tell whitthor '+:. | > vl. he didl plays 
For well T weene: 6  OUNeNg Was, 
Whethcrit were {5+ :, <.o morall lay, 
Or caroll madero 272. (7 iow oa Life, 

Nor of my low, no! my Lifde., quorh he, 
I then did (ing, :s then 0:c ii10n fell; 

For loue had meforlorne, f5:l::rne of me, 
That made me in tha: delurt choole to dwell, 
But of my river BRE 60Gs loue! foong, 
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Which to the ſhiny M v LL a he did beare, 

And yet doth beare, and cuer will, ſo long 

As water doth within his banks appcare. 
Offellowſhip, ſaid then that bonny Boy, 

Record to ys that louely lzy againe : 

The ſtay whereof, ſhall nought theſe eares annoy, 

Who all that C © x 1 makes, do cout faine. 
Heare then, quoth he, the tenor of my tale, 

In fort asT itto that ſhepheardtold: - 

No leafing new, nor Gratdams fable ſtale, 

But ancient truth, confirm'd with credence old. 
Oldfather Mo L x,(Mo TI x hight that mountain gray 

Thatwal'sthe Northlideof ARMVLL a dale) 

He had a daughter freſh as lowre of May, 

Wah: þ gaue that name vnto that pleaſant vale ; 

My LL athedaughterofold Mor x, fo hight 

The Nymph, which of that water courie has charge, 

That ſpringing outof Mor x, dothrun downe right 

ToBvrrTExvaANT, whereſpreading forth atlarge, 

It giucth name ynto that auncient Cute, 

Which KiineMvLLanclepedisofold: 

Whole cragged ruines breed greatruth an4 pittie, 

To tranellers, which it from farre behold. 

Full faine ſhe lou'd, and was belou'd full faine. 

Ofher owne brother river, BRz 6 o 6 hight, 

So hight becaulc of this deceirfull traine, 

Which he with M v L x a wrought to win delight. 

But her old fire, more carefull ot her good, 

And meaning her much betterto preferre, 

Didthinketo match her with the neighbour flood, 

Which A x x o hight, Broad-water called farre : 

And wrought ſo well with his continuall paine, 

That he that riuer for his daughter wonne:; 

The dowre agreed, the day alsigned plaine, 

Theplace appointed wherc it ſhould be donne. 

Nath'lefſe the Nymph her formerliking held; 

For loue will not be drawne, but muſt beledde, 

AndBREx 6 06G didſo well her fancie weld, 

Thather good will he got, her firſt to wedde. 

But for her father ſitting ſtill on hie, 

Did warily ſtill watch which way ſhe went, 

And ekefrom farre obſcru'd with icalous eye, 

Which way his courſe the wanton Br x 6 o 6 bent, 

Him to deceiuefor all his warchfull ward, 

Thewily louer did deuiſe this ſlight: 

Firſt into many parts his ſtreame he ſhar'd, 

Thatwhilſt the one was watchr, the other might 

Paſle vneſpide to meet her by the way; 

And then | elides ,thoſelittle ſtreames ſo broken, 

He vnder ground fo cloſely did conuay, 

That of their paſſage doth appeare no token, 

Till they intotheMv LI ax $ water flide. 

So,fecretly did he his loue enioy : 

Yernot ſo ſecret but it was deſcride, 

And told her father by a ſhepheards boy. 

Who wondrous wroth for thatſo foule deſpight, 

In greatauenge didroll cownefrom his hill 

Huge mightic ſtones, the which encomber might 

His paflage, and his water-courles ſpill. 

So of a Riuer, which he was of old, 

He none was wade, bur ſcarred all zo nought, 


Andloſt emong thoſe rocks into him rold, 
Did loſe his name: ſo deare his loue he bought, 

Which hauing ſuid, him THESTYL1s beſpake, 
Now by my life, this was a mery lay : 

Worthy of Co Lins feife, that did it make, 
But read now eke of fricndſjipT thee pray, 
What dittie did that other ſhepheard ting ? 

For | doe cou:t moit the ſame to heare, 

As men vie moſt to couet forraine thing, 
Tharſhall I cke, quoth he,to you declare. 

His ſong was all a lamentable lay, 

Of oreat ynkindneſle, and of viage hard, 

Ot CYNTH 1 atheLady ofthe Sea, 

Which from her preſence, faultlefſe hin debard, 
And cuer and anon with fingults rite, 

He cried out, to make his vnderſong, * 

Ah my loues Queene, and Goddelle of my life, 
Who ſhall me pittie, when thou dooſt me wrong ? 

Then gan a gentle bonylaſle to ſpeake, 

ThatM ar T 1 N hight, Right well he lure did plaine, 

That couldgreaCyYNTH 1AE 5 ſore diſpleaſure break,. 

And moueto take him to her grace againe. 

Bucrell on furtherCoTL 1 n, as befell 

T wixt him and thee, that thee did hence difſwade, 

Whenthus our pipes we both had wearied well, 

* Quoth he, and cach an end of ſinging made, 

He gan to caſt great liking to my lore, 

And great diſlikizg to my luckleſle lor, 

That baniſhr had my ſcife, like wight forlore, 

Into that waſte, where I was quite forgot. 

The which tc leaue, thenceforth he counſeld mee, 

Vomeet for man, in whom was ought regardful}, 

And wend with him, hisCYNTH 1A to ſee: 

Whoſe grace was great, & bountie moſt rewardfull. 

Beſides her pecrlefie ski]l in makingwell, 

Andall the ornaments of wondrous wit, 

Such as all womankind did farre excell : 

Such aSthe world admyr'd, and praiſed it: 

So what with hope of good, and hate of ill, 

He me perſwaded forth with him to fare : 

Noughttooke I with me, but mine oaten quill, 

Smail ncedments elſe need ſhepheards to prepare, 

Soto the ſea we came; the ſea? that is, 

A world of vvaters heaped vp on hie, 

Rolling like mountaines in wide wildernefle, 

Horrible, hidcous, roaring with hoarſe cry. 

Andis the ſea, quoth Co 1D o N, ſofcarefull? 
Fearctul much moerc, quoth he, then hart can feare : 
Thouſand wilde beaſts,with deep mouthes gaping dire- 
Therin ſtill wait, poorepaſſengers to teare. (full, 
Who life doth loath, and longs death to behold, 
Before he die, a!rcady dead with feare, 

And yet would live with heart halfe ſtony cold, 

Let him to ſe1, and he ſhall ſee it there, 

And yer as ghaſtly dreadfull as it feemes, 

Bold men, preſuming life for gainetoſell, 

Dare tempt that gulfe, and in thoſe wandring ftreames 
Secke waies ynknowne, waies leading downeto hell, 
For as we ſtood there waiting on the ftrond, 

Behold, ar: huge great vellell tovs came, 

Dauncang ypon the warers back to lond, 
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As 1tat (cornd the danger of the lame; 

Yet was it but 1 wooden frameand fraile, 

Glewed togethcr with ſome ſubtile matrer, 

Yet hadit armes and wings, and head and raile, 
And lite to moueit ſelf vpon the water. 

Strange thing, how bold &ſwift the monſter was, 

T bat neither car'd for wind, nor haile, norraine, 
Nor {welling waues, but thorough them did paſte 
So proudly, that ſhe made them roare againe, 

The ſame aboordvs gently did receaue, 

And without harme, vs farre away did beare, 

So farre, that land our mother vs did leaue, 

And nought but {ca and heauentovys appeare, 
Thea hartleſſe quite and full of inward feare, 

That ſhepheard I beſoughrt ro meto rel}, 

Vroeder what skie, or in what world we were, 

In which I ſaw no lining people dwell. 

Who merecomforting all that he might, 

Told me that that ſame was the Regiment 

Ofa preat ſhepheardefle, thatC x xt x1 a bight, 
His liege, his Ladie, and his hfes Regent, 

If ther, quorh F, a ſhepheardeſle ſhe bee, 

Where be theflocks and heards, which ſhe doth Keepe? 
And where may I the hills and paſtures ſee, 

On which ſhe v{<th for to feed her ſheepe? 
Thelebe the hil/s,quoth he, the ſurges hie, 

On whichfaircCyNrT H1 a herheards doth feed : 
Her heards bethouſand fiſhes with their frie, 
Which ia the boſome of the billowes breed. 

Of ther the ſhepheard which hath charge in chiefe, g 
Is TR 1rT o N, blowing loud his wreathed horne : 
Art ſound whereof, they ail for their rehiefe 

Wend to andfio ateucning and at morne, 
AndPRroTEy s ckewith him does driue his heard 
Oc ſtinking Seales and Porcpiſces togither,/ 

With hoaty head and deawic dropping beard, 
Compelling them which way he liſt, and whither. 
AndI among the reſt of many leaſt 

Haue in the Ocean chargeto me aſhipnd: 

Where I will live or die ather beheaft, 

And ſ{erue and honour her with Faithfull mind, 
Beſides, an hundred Nymphs allheaucnly borne, 
And of immortallrace, do fti)] attend, (ſhorne, 
Towaſh faire CYNTHIAE $ ſheepe, whenthey be 
And fold them vp, when they haue made an end, 
Thoſe betheShepheards which my C yn r un 1 4ſerue, 
Ar ſea, belide a thouſand moe art land : 

For land and ſeamyCYNT x1 4 doth deſerne 
To haue in her commandement at hand. 

ThcreatT wondred much, till wondring more 

And more, atlength we land far off deſcride: 
Which fight much gladded me ;for much afore 

T feard, leaſt land we neuer ſhould hauc eyde: 

T hereto our ſhip her courſe directly bent, 

As if the way ſheperfeRly had knowne. 

We Lv nb a ypaſlle; by thatſame name is ment 
An Tland, which the firſt ro Weſt was ſhowne, 
From thence another world of land we kend, 
Floting amid the ſea in icopardie, 

And round about with mightie white rocks hemd, 
Aoinſt theſeas encrochipg crueltice 


A 


Thoſleſame the ſhepheard,told me, were the lie!ds 
In which dame CyNT H1 a herland-heards fed, 
Faire goodly fields, then which ARMVLLA yeelis 
None fairer, ncr more fruitful! to be red. 
The firſt ro which we nigh approched, was 
An high head-land, thruſt tar into the lea, 
Like to an hotne, whercofthe name 1t has, 
Yet ſeem'd to be a goodly pleaſant lea ; 
There did a loftie mountatfirſt vsgrcer, 
Which did a ſtately heape of tones vpreare, 
That ſcemd aid the urges torto fleet, 
Much oreater then that frame, which vs did beare : 
There did our ſhip her fruittull wombe vnlade, 
AndputvsallaſhoregnCyYNTHI1as land. 
What landis thatthou meanſt, then C v Þ Þ v laid; 
And is there other, then whereon we ſtand 2 
AhCvpPpp r,ihenquoth Co r 1 N,thou's a fon, 
That haſt nor ſcene Jeaſt part of Natures works : 
Much more there is vnkend, then thou dooſt kon, 
And much morethat does from mens knowledge lurke: 
For thar ſame land much Jargeris then this, 
And other men and beaſts and birds doth feed: 
Therefruitfull corne, faire trees, freth herbage is 
And all things elſe thatliuing creatures need, 
Beſides, mot goodly rivers there appeare, 
No whit inferiour to thy FyN C nix s praiſe, 
OrvntoALLo,ortoMvLLacleare: 
Nought haſt chou fooliſh boy ſecne inthy gues, 

Bur fthatland be there, quoth he, as here, 

And is their heauen likewifc there all one 2? 

Andit hke heauen, be heauenly graces there, 
Like as in this ſame world where we do won? 

Both heauen and heaucnly graces doe much more; 

Quoth he, abound in that ſame Jand, then this, 
For there all happy peace and plentious ſtore 
Couſpire tn oneto make contented blifſe : 

No waylingthere nor wretchedaeſle is heard, 

No bloodic iſſues, nor no leprofies, 

No grieſly famine, nor noraging fweard, 

No mghtly boilrags, nor no hue and cries; 

The ſhepheards tffere abroad way ſafely lie, 

On hills and downes, withouten dread or danger: 
Noraucenous Wolues the good mans hope deſtroy, 
Nor outlawes f<llaffray the foreſt ranger, 

There learned Arts do floriſh in great honor, 
And Pocts wits are had 1npeerelefle price: 
Reigion hath liy powre to reſt vpon her, 
Aduauncog vertue, and ſtyppreſfing vice. 

For end, all good, all grace therefrecely growes, 
Had people grace it gratefully to vie: 

For God his gifts there plentiouſly beſtowes, 

But eracelcfle men them greatly 2oe abuſe, 

Bur ſay on further, then lait CorRYLas, 
Thereit of thine aduentures;that betyded. 

Forth on-our voyage we by land 614 paſſe, 
Quoth he, as thar lame ſhepheard ſtill vs guided, 
Vntili thatwetoOCYNTHIA $ preſence came 
Whote glory, greater then my {imple thought, 

I found much gicater thentheformer fame 
Such greatnes 1 cannot compare to ought: 


Bur if I her hke ought on ezrth mightread, 
I would 
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I would hcrliken to a crowne of Lillics, 
Vpon a virgin brides adorned head, 
With Roſes dight, and Goolds and Daftadillies;: 
Or like the circlet of a Turtle true, 
In which all colours ofthe Raincbowe bee; 
OrlikefairePH ot BE s garlond ſhining new, 
Jn which all pure pertectian, one may ſee. 
Bat vaine it is to thinke by paragone 
Ofearthly things, to 1udge of chings divine : 
Her power, her mercy, & her wiſedome, none 
Can deeme, but who the Godhead can define, 
Why then dolI baſe ſhepheard bold and blind, 
Pre{ume thethingsſo ſacred to prophane ? 
More {1t it is adore with humble mind, 
The image of the heauens 1n ſhape humane, 
Withthat,A LE x 15 broke his tale alunder, 
Saying, By wondring atthy CYNTHIAES praillc: 
Co Li, thy {eifc thou mak'ſt vs more to wonder, 
And hervpraiſing, dooſtthy ſeltevprale, 
Burlet vs heare what grace ſhe ſhewed thee, 
And how that ſhephcard ſtrange,thy cauſe aduaunced? 
T he ſhepheard of the Ocean (quoth he) 
Vato that Goddeſle grace me firſt enhanced : 
And to mine oaten pipe enclin'd her eare, 
That ſhe thenceforth thercin gantake delight, 
Andit defir'd attimely houres to heare, 
All were my notes butruce and roughly dight, 
For not by megſure of her owne great mind, 
And wondrous worth ſhe mort my ſimple ſong, 
But ioyd that country ſhepheard ought could tind 
Worth hatkening ro, emongſt that learned throng. 
Why? ſad AL x x1 $ then, what needeth ſhee 
That is ſo great a ſhepheardefle hc ſelfe, 
And hath ſo many ſhezphcards in her ſee, 
To hearethee {inp, a {imple filly Elfc? 
Or be the ſhepheards which doc {cruc her lacfie? 
Thatthey liſt not their mery pipes app!y, 
Or be their pipes vntunable and cracſie, 
That they cannot hcr honour worthly ? 
Ah nay, {aid C © L1N, neitherſo, norfo . 
For better ſhepheards be not vnder sSkie,* 
Nor better able, whenthey |.ſtto blow 
Their pipes aloude, her nameto glonke. 
Thereis good HARP A Ly $,now worxen ayed,. 
In fothfull ſeruice of fure CYNTHIA, 
And thereisCoR 1D 0 N, but meanly waged, 
Yer ableſt wit cf moſt I knowe this day. 
And thereis ſad Ar c yo, bentto mourne, 
Though fitto frame an cuerlaſting dittie, 
Whole gentle ſpright for DaPp Nx s death doth tourn 
Sweet Layes of louc, to endlefle plaints of pittic. 
Ah pcnrſiue boy purſuc that braue conceipt, 
Io thy ſweerEglantineof MERIELVRE, 
Liftvp thy notes ynto their wonted height, 
That may thy Muſe and mates to mirth allure. 
There ckeis Þ A L 1 N, worthy of great praiſe, 
Albe he enuie at my ruſticke quill: 
And there ispleaſing A 1 c 0 N, couldheraiſc 
His tunes from layes, to matter of more kill. 
And thereis old Þ AL x M 0 N, freefrom ſpight, 
Whoſe carcfull pipe may make the hearerrew : 


Yethe himſelfe may rewed be more righr, 

That ſung ſolong vntll quite hoarlc he grew. 

And chereis ALABASTER throughJy tauoht 

In all his skill, though knowen yer to few : : 

Yet were he knowne toOCYNTHIA as he oyok; 

His Eliſets would be redde anew, Fe 

Who liues that can match that heroick ſong, 

Which he hath of that mightie Princeſſe made? 

O dreaded Dread, doe not thy ſelfe that wrong, 

To let thy fame lie ſo in hidden ſhade: wi 

But call it forth, © call him: forth to rhee, 

To cnd thy glory, which he hath begun : 

That when he finiſh hath as 1tſhouidbe, 

No brauer Pocme can be voder Sun, 

NorPonorTyYBy Rs {wans, fo muchrenowned, 

Nor all the brood of Greecclo highly praiſed, 

Can match thar Muſe, when it with Bayes is crowned, 

Andto the pitch of her perteCtion raiſed, 

Andrthere is anew Funk tray late vp {prong, 

The which doth all afore him far lurpaſle: 

Appearing well in that well tuned ſong, 

W hich are heſung vnto aſcorofull Laſle, 

Yet doth his trembling Muſe bur jowely flie, 

As daring not too raihly mount en hight, 

And doth her tender ptumes as yet butrrie, 

Jnloues ſoft layes, and looſer thoughts delight. 

Then rouzethy teathers quickly DaNizt Ll, 

And to what courſe thou plea!c thy 1c}fe aduauace: 

Burt moſt, me ſeemes, thy accent will exce!l, 

In Sragicke plaints and paſſtonatenAſchince, 

And there that ſheplicard ofthe Oct anis, 

That ſpends his wit in loucs conſurning {mart : 

Full "ccrly rewpred 1s that Muſe of his, 

Ti.at can empierce a Pr.uces nyghtic bart, 

There ailo is (ch no, he is not now) 

But ſincelI fd he is, he quite ts gone, 

AMYNTAS J":!tc15 gone and lies fulllowe, 

Hauing his 4 MA R121L1sftromone. 

Helpe, 6 ye ſ11©>heards, helpe yeall in this, 

Helpc AMAR1LL1s this her !ofleto mourne: 

Her lofſe is yours, your loſlG AmyNnra s is, 

AMYNT as, fowre ot ſhepheards pride forlorne: 

He, whilſt he lived, was thenobleſt ſwaine, | 

That eucr piped on an oaten quill : 

Both did he other, which cou}d pipe, maintaing, 

Andcke could ppc himneife with paſſing 5kill, 

AnJ there, though laſtnotleaſtis AtT 10 N, 

A-gentler ſhcpheard may nowhere be found : 

Whoſe Muſe. full of high thoughts inuention, 

Doth like himilcife heroically lound, 

All theſe, and many othcrs moeremaine, 

Nowaftcr ASTROFELL is deadand gone, 

But whileas ASTROFEL Ldidliveand raigne, - 

Amongſt all theſe was vone his Paragone: 

All theſe do floriſh in their fundry kind, 

And doctheirCyNrTHra immortall make : 

Yet found 1 liking in hercoyali mind, 

Noc for my sk1)l, but for that ſhepheards ſake. 
Thea ſpakea loucly Lafle, hight Ly c 1D a: 

Shepheard, enough of ſhephe.r/s thou haſt rpld, 

Which fauour thee, and honour CYNTH 1A, 
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But of ſo many Nymphs which ſhe doth hold 

In her retinew, thou haſt nothing laid, | 

That {cemes, with none of them thou fauour foundeſt, 
Or artingratefullro each gentle maid, 

That nove of all thcir due deſerts reſonndeſt, 

Ah far be it, quoth CoLiNCrovr, fro me, 
ThatTI of gentle Mayds ſhould ill deſerue: 

For that my ſclfeI doe profetleto be 
Vatlall to one, whom all my dayes 1 ſerue, 

The beaine of beautie ſparkled from aboue, 
The flowre of yertue and pure chaſtitie: 
The bloflome of ſweet ioy and perfeR lone, 
Thepearle of peerelefle grace and modeſtie, 
To her my thoughtsI daily dedicate, 

To her my hart | nightly martyrizc: 

To her my loue Llowely do proſtrate, 

To hermy liſeI wholly ſacntice, 

My thought, my heart, my loue, my life is ſhee : 
And FT hcrs cuer onely, cucr one: 

One cuer I, all vowed hers to bee, 

One euer 1, and others neuer none. 

Thenthus MEL 15s a faid; Thrice happy Mayd, 
Whom thou dooſt ſo enforce to deifie: | 
That woods, and hulls, and valleyes, thou haſt made 
Her name to eccho vnto heauen hie, | 
' Butſay, who elite youchſafed thee of grace ? 

They all, quoth he, me graced goodly well, 
That allI praiſe: bur inthe highelt place, 
VRaNIqIaA,liltervnto ASTROBELL, 

In whoſe brane mind, asin a golden coffer, 

All heaucnly gifts agd riches locked are : 

More rich then pearles of IND x, orgold of Opus, 
And in herſex more wonderf..|l and rare. 
Nelcflepraiſeworthy I Tuzan a read, 

Whoſe goodly beames though they be ouer-dight 
With mourning ſtole of cxrefull widowhead, 
Yetthrough that darkſome vale do gliſter bright. 
Shes the vyell of bountic and braue mind, 
Excelling moſtin glorie and greatlight : 

She is the ornament of woman-kind, 

And Counts chiefe garlond, with all vertues dight. 
Therefore great CyNrT #1 a herinchicfeſt grace 
Dath kold, and next ynto her ſelfe aduance, 

Well worthic ſhe of ſo honourable place : 

For her great worth and noble gouernance. 
Neleſle praiſe-worthy is her ſiſter deare, 

Faire MAR 1 an, the Muſes onely darling : 
Whoſe beautie ſhineth as the morning cleare, 

With filuer deawe vpon the Roſes pearling. 

Neleflepraiſe-worthy is Mans1L1a, * 


She therethen waited vpon CYNTHIA, 

Yet there is 1ot her won, but hecrew.th vs 
About the borders of ourrich Cos xm a, 
Now made of M a a, the Nymph deliczous. | 
Nelcfle praiſe-worthy fureN zAE Rais, 
NEAR a,ours,not theirs, thoughthere 'he beg 
For of the famous Sy v R x,the Nymph ſhee is, 
For high deſert, aduaunſt ro that .!eorce. 

She is the bloſſom:e of grace avd cuitelic,,) 
Adorned withall honourable parts: 

She 15 the branch of truenobilitie, 

Bclou'l of high and lowe with faithfull harts. 

Ne Icfle praile-worthySTE LL a dolrcad, 
Though nought my prailcs of cr needes are, 
Whom verle of nobleſt ſhepheard ately dead 
Hath praiſd and raid aboue each other {tures 

Ne lefle praile-worthy are the liſters three, 
Thehonour of the noble fimilie ; 

O: which I meaneſt boaſt my ſelfe to be, 

And moſt, that vnto them I im {o nie. 
PryLrtts, CHARILL1IS, &fwcet AMARITIELS, 
PaHYLLis thef:irciseiiſtor the taree: 
Thencxr to her 1s bountti!] Cnanirteiis., 
But th'youngeſt 15 the higheſt 1m agree 
PHYLLis,theflowre of tare peril 20, 


Faire {preading forth herieaucs with fieth delight, 


T hat with their beauties amorous rcflexion, 
Bereaue of {eſe each raſh beho!4ers Cght,s 

But ſweet CHAR1LI1Sisthe Par2gone 

Of peerleſle price, and ornament ot pr-ale, 
Admyr'd of all, yet enuied of none, | 
Throughthe mylde temperance of her g00 ily raies- 
Thrice happy doeT bold thee noble lwaine, 

The which art of fo rich aſpoilepollcſt, 

Andit embracing dearc without diſdaine, 

Haſt ſole poſſefiton in lo chaſte a breſt : | 
Of all the ſhepheards daughters which there bee, 
(And yet there be the faireſt vader skie, 

Or that elſewhere I ever yet did ſee) 

A fairer Nymph yet neuer law winecye: 

Sheis the pride and primroſe ofthe rcit, 

Made by the M.kerlelfe ro be admire1 : 

And like a goodly beacon high addrcit, 

Thatis with ſparks of heauenly beaurie fed, 
ButAMARILEqLS, whithcr fortunate, 

Or clſe vofortunate may I aread, 

That freed isfromCvp1D $ yok: byfite, 
Since which, kedoth new bands aduenture dread; 
Shepheard what cuer thou halt heard to be 

In this or that pray(d diuerſly ap..rt, 


Beft knowne by bearing vp great CYNTHIAE $ traine: * Inherthoumaſtrhemall afſen: ble fee, 


That ſame is ſhetrowhomDaPpunairpa 
Vpon ber neeces death I did complaine, 

She is the patterne of true womanhead, 

And onely mirrhor of feminitie: 

Worthy nextafterC YN TH a totread, 

As ſhe1s nexther in nobilitie, 

Ne lefſepraiſe-worthy GAL a THE aſcemes, 
Then beſt of all that honourable crew, 

Faire GALAT HE A with bright ſhining beames, 
Inflamiog fecble eyes that herdoe view. 


And ſeald vp in the treaſure of her hart, 

Ne thee lefle worthy gentle FLAY 1 4, 

For thy chaſtelife and vertue T cteerne : 

Ne thee lefle worthy curtcous C AND 1D 4, 
For thy true loue andloyalticI -iceme. 

Beſides yer many mothat CYNT H 1 aſcrue, 
Righrnoble Nvmphs, & high co be commended, 
Bur if I all ſhould praiſe as they de{-rue, 

This ſun would faile me ere I bolt: had ended, 
Thereforeinclolure of a thanktfull mind, 
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I deeme it beſt ro hold eternally, 
Thcir bountious deeds & noble Favours fhrynd, 
Then by diſcourſe them to indignific, 

Sohauing faid, AGLAyRalkm belpake: 
C © L 1, well worthy were thoſe goodly fauours 
Beſtowd on thee, that to of them dooſt make, 
And them requiteſt with thy thankfulllabours, 


But ofgreaCYNTHIAES goodnefle and bigh grace 


Finiſh the ſtorie which thou haſt begunne., 
' More cath, quoth he, it is1nfuch a caſe, 
How to begin, then knowe how to haue done. 
For euery gift, and euery goodly mecd, 
Which ſhe on me beſtowd, demaunds a day; 
 Andeuer y day, in which ſhe did a deed, 
Demaurds a yeere, itduly to dilplay. 
Her words wcre lik a ſtreame ot honny fleeting, 
The which dothſofily trickle from the hiue, 
Able to melt the hearers hart voweeting, 
And cketo make the dead, againe aliue. 
Her deeds were like great cluſters of ripe grapes, 
Which load the bunches of the truntfull Vane ; 
Offrine to fall into each mouth that gapes, 
And fill the ſame with ſtore of timely Wine. 
Herlookes were hike beames of the moroing Sunne, 
Forth-'ooking through the win:!owes of the Eaſt: 
When firſt the fleccie catte]] haue begun 
Vpon the perled grafſe to make their teaſt, 
Herthoughts arc like the fume of Frankincence, 
Which from a golden Cenfer forth doth rilc : 
And throwing forth ſwcer odours mounts fro thence 
In rolling globes vp to the,vauted skies. 
There ſhe beholds with high aſpiring thovghr, 
T he cradle of her owne creation : 
Emoneſtthe {eats of Angels heavenly wrovght, 
Much like an Angell 1nall forme and faſhion. / 
CoL rn, ſaid Cv Þ Dp r then, thou haſt forgot 
Thy ſeltc, me ſeemes, too much,to mountſo hie: 
Such loftic flight, baſe ſhepheard ſcemeth not, 
From flocks and fiz!ds, to Angels and to skie. 
True,an{wered he: but her great excellence, 
Lifts me abouethe meaſure of wy might ; 
That becing fild with furious infolence, 
Ifcclemy elfc like one yrapt in ſpright. 
Egr when I thinke of her, as oftI ought, 
"Then wantT words toſpeake it fitlyforth : 
And when Ipeake of her what T haue thought, 
I cannotthinke accordingto her worth. 
Yet will ] thinke of her, yetwill I ſpeake, 
So long as life my limbs doth hold together, 
And when as death theſe vitall bands ſhall bzeake, 
Her name recordedI will leauc for cuct. 
Her name in every tree I will endoſle, 
That as the trees doe growe, her name may growe : 
And in the groundeach where will itengroſle, 
And fill with ſtones, that all men may it knowe, 
T he ſpeaking woods,8 murmuring watcrs fall, 
Her name Tlc teach in knowen termes to frame: 
| Andcke my lambs when for their dams they call, 
Ileteach to callfor Cyn rH 1 a by name, 
And long while afterT am dead and rotten, 
Amongſt the ſhepheards daughters dauncipg round, 


My layes made of her ſhall notbe forgotten, 

But ſung by them with flowrie gy1londs crownd, 

And ye, who (o ye be, that ſhall ſurviuc, 

When as ye heare her memorterenewed, 

Be witnefle of her bounrie here aliue, 

Which ſhe to C © I 1 her poore thepheard ſhewed, 
Much was the whole aliembly of thoſe heards — 

Moov'd athis ſpeech, ſo feclingly he ſpake : 

And ſtood awhile aſton:ſhr at his words, 

Till TrzSTYL 1s atliſttheirfilence brake, 

Saying, Why C oL 1N, fincethoutoundſtluch grace 

With CYNTH 1 4,and all her noblecrew: a 

Why didſt thou cuer leaue that happy place, 

Jn which ſuch weaith mi2htvnto thee accreiy ? 

And backe returnedſt to this barren ſoile, 

Where col and care and penurie doe dwell, 

Here to Kcepe ſheepe, with hunger and with toile: 

Moſt wretched he, that 1s and cannor tell, 
Happy indeed, {ſaid © © L 1N,I himhold, 

That may that bleſſed preſenceſtill enioy, 

Of fortune and of cnuy vncontrold, 

Which ſtill are wont moſt lappy ſtates annoy : 

But I by that which Ittle whileT prooucd, 

Some partof thoſe enormities did ſee, 

The which in Court continually hooned, 

And foliowd thoſe which happy ſeemd to bee, 

Therefore I filly man, whoſe tormer dayes 

Had in radeficlds been altogether ſpenr, 

Durſt not aducnture ſuch vaknowen waies, 

Nor truſtthe guile of fortunes blandiſhinent, . 

Bur rather choſe back ro my ſheepe to tourne, 

Whoſe vtmoſt hardneſle I before had tride, 

Ten having learnd repentancelate, to mourne 

"ons thoſe wretches which I there deſcride. 
Shepheard,ſfaid THES TYL1 $,itſcemes of ſpight 

Thouſpeakeſtthus gant theirtelicatie, = 

Which thou enuieſt, rather then of righe 

That ought in them blame.worthy thou dooſt ſpice 
Cauſe haue Inone, quoth he, of cancred will 

Toquitethemill, that me demeand fo well: 

But ſelte-regard of priuate good or ill, 

Moues me of each, {o as I found, to tell, 

And cketo warne young ſhepheards wandring wit, 

Which through report of that lifes painted blifle, 

Abandon quicthomegto ſecke tor it, 

Andleaue their lambestolofle, miſled ainiile, 

For ſooth to ſav, it is no fort of life, 

For ſhepheard fir ro Icad inthat ſame place, 


Where each one ſeeks with malice and with ftrife, 


To thruſt downe other into foule diſorace, 
Himleife toraiſe : and he doth ſooneſt riſe 
That beſt can handle his deceitfull wit, 


Jofubrilſſhifes, and fineſtflcights deuiſe, 


Either by aundring his welldeemed name, 
Through leafings lewd, and fuined forgerie: 
Or elle, by breeding him ſome blot of blame, 


By creeping clole into his lecrecie 


To which himneeds, aguilefull hollow hart, 

Masked with faire diſlembling curteſie, 

A filed ropgue, furniſh with tearmes of art; 

No art of ſchoole,butCourtiers ſchoolcry. 
For 
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For arts of ſchoole haue there ſmall countenance, 
Counted but toyes to buſi idle Eraints: 
And there profeſſors find ſmall maintenance, 
But to be inſtruments of others gaines. 
Ne is thereplacefor any gentle wit, 
Voleſle to pleaſe, it ſelfe it can apply: 
But ſhouldred is, or out of doore quite ſhit, 
As baſe, or blunt, vameet for melodie; 
For cach mans worthis meaſur'd by his weede, 
As Hurts by hornes, or Aﬀes by their eares: 
Yet Alles been norall whoſe eares exceed, 
Nor yer all Harcs, that hornes the higheſt beares. 
For higheſt lookes hate not the higheſt mind, 
Nor haughtie words moſt full of higheſt thoughts : 
But are like bladders blowen vp with wind, 
Thar beeing prickt doe vaniſh into noughts. 
Eucn ſuch is all their yauinted vanitic, 
Noughrtelſe but ſmoke; that fumerh ſoone away: 
Such 1s their gloriethatin fitmple eye 
Sceme greateſt, when their garmentsare moſt gay. 
So they.them/elues forpraiſe of fooles doe (ell, 
Andalltheir wealth forpainting on a wall ; 
With price whereof, they buy a golden bell, 
And purchaſe higheſtroomes in bower and hall: 
Joo ſingle Truth «nd fimple Honeftic 
o wander vp and downe defpyſd of all; 
Their plaine attire ſuch glorious gallantry 
Diſdaines ſo much, that nonethem in doth call. 
AhCor rn, thetnfaid HoBB1not,the blame 
Which thou imputcRt, is too general! 
As if not any gentlewitofname, 
Nor honeſt mind rightrhere befound at all. 
For well I wot;fith Fmiy ſelfe was there, 


To wait on L6B'B81n(LoB8 1Nwellthou kneweſt) 


Full many worthy Gnes then waiting were, 
As eyerel[e ii Pritice&&Court thou vieweſt. 
Of which ,arriong you ttarly yetremaine, 
Whole names I cannot teadily now gheſle : 
' Thoſethatp6ore Stters papers doe retaine, 
And thoſe thit skill6f triedicine profelle. 
And tho{e that do'rd C'YN t 1 a expcund 
The leddefi of ſtfaive ſatfguaves in charge: 
ForC yNnT Ht «doth in Sciences abound, 
And giues to their ptofeſſors ſtipends large, 
Therefore vniuſtly thou dooſt wite them all, 
For that which thou mifkikedſt in a few. 
Blameis, quoth he, thore blameleſfe gencrall, 
Then that which ptitfate errours doth puriew : 
For well I wote, thatthere amongſt tlizm be 
Full many petſons of right worthy parts, 
Both for report of ſpotlefle honeſtie, 
And for profeſſion of all learned arts, 
Whole praiſe tieereby no whit imparredis, 
Though blamedoelight oh thole that faultie be 3 
For all thereſt d6e moſt-what fare amis, 
And yettheir owne misfaring willnotlee: 
For cither they bepuffed vp with pride, 
Or fraught with enuie; that their galls doe {iyell, 
Or they their dajes to idlenefle divide, 
Or drowtte# hiein pleiſures waſtefull vvell, 
In which like Me6ldwarps noufliog ſtill they lurke, 


Vamindfull of chiefe parts of manlinefle, 
And docthemſc'ues for want of other worke, 
Vaine votaries of lacſie loue profile, 
Whole {cruicc high fo baſely they cntew, 
That CyP1Dd lc: of them aſhamed is : 
And muſtring all his men in Vx xy $ view, 
Denies them quite for ſeruitors of his, 
Andisloncthen, ſaid CORYTL a 5s, once knowne 
In Court, and his {weert lore profclled there? 
I weened ſure he was our God alone : 
And onely woond in fields and foreſts here, 
Not fo, quoth he, loue moſt ab-underh there, 
For all the walls and windowes there are writ, 
All fu!l of loue, and loue, and loue my deare, 
And all their talke and ſtudicis of ir, 
Ne any there dot}: brave or valiant feeme, 
Valcſse that ſome gay Miſtrefle badge he beares : 
Ne any one himſfelte doth ought eſteeme, 
Vnleſse heſwim in loge vp tothe eares, 
Bur they of Loueand of his ſacred lere, 
(A51t ſhould be) all otherwiſe deviſe, 
Then wepoore thepheards are accuſtomd hereg 
And im doe fue and(eruec all otherwilc, 
For with |-wd ſpeeches and licentious deeds, 
His mightie myſteries they doe prophane, 
And vic kis1dle name to otherneeds, 
But as 2 complement for courting vaine, 
So him tlicy do not ſerueas they profelle, 
But mak<« lm ſerue to them for lordid vſes. 
At my dread Lord, thatdooſtliege harts polleſle; 
Aucnge thy {elfe on themfor their abuſes. 
Bur vc poore ſh pheards, whether rightly ſo, 
Oc throvgh our rudenefl: into errour led, 
Do make religion how weraſhly go, 
To {crue that God, that isſo greatly dred: 
For him the greateſt of the Gods we deeme, 
Borne without Syre or couples, of one kind: 
For V t nv sſ:lfedorhſolely couples feeme, 
Both malc and female,through commixtureioynds 
So,pure and ſpotlelſe C v Þ 1 Þ forth ſhe brought, 
And inthe garlensof ADonts nurſt: 
Where growing, he his owne perfeCtion wrought, 
And ſhortly was of all the Gods the firſt. 
Then got he bowe and ſhafts of gold and lead, 
In wkich lo fell 2nd puiflant he grew, 
That 1 o v x himſelfe his powre began to dread, 
And caking vp to heauen, fm oodded new. 
From thence he ſhootes his 2rrowes euery where 
Tnco the world, at randonas hewill, 
On vs fraile men, his wretched vaſlals heere; 
Like as lumfelfe ys pleaferh faue or ſpill. 
So we him worihip,ſo we him adore, 
With humble harts to heauen vp-lifted bie, 
That to true loues he may vs cuermore 
Preferre, and of their grace vs dignifie : 
Neis there ſhepheard,ne yetſhepheards ſwaine; 
What-cuer fceds in foreſt or in field, 
That dare with euill deed or leafing vaine, 
Blaſpheme his power, or termesvnworthy yield. 
Shepheard it ſcemes that ſome celeſtiall rage / 
Of loue, quoth Cy Þ Þ r, is breath'd into thy breſt, 
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That powreth forth thele oracies io lage, 
Of thathigh powre, wherewitk thou art policſt, 
Bur never wilt [ull this prelent day, 
Albe of loueT alwaies humbly deemed, 
That he was fuch an one, as thou doot lay, 
Ando reiiotoully ro be efcemed, 
Well may it ſeeine by this thy deepe infight, 
Thatof that God the Prieſt thou thouldeſt bee: 
Sowell thou war'lt the myſterie of his might, 
Asifluis godhead thou didft preſent ſee. 

Of loucs perfeCtion pertectly to ſpeake, 
Or of his nature rightly to define, 
Iniced, {aid Co I IN, paſleth reafonsreach, 
Andn-eds his pricſt r'exprelie his powre diuine. 
For |cng before the world kewas y'bore, 
Anda bred abouein VENvy $ bolome deare: 
For by kis powre the world was made of yore, 
And ail that cherein wondrous doth appezre. 
For how ſheould ele thines ſo farirom atrone, 
And ſo greatencinies as of them bee, 
Be cuer drayyne together into one, 
Andraught miuch accordance to agree ? 
Throu oh I;zm the cold beganto couct heate, 
And water fire; the hghtto mount on hie, 
And:h'heauie downe to peize; the hungry teate, 
Andyoidneſie to ſeekefullfatictie. 
So beeirg former focs, they wexed friends, 
And gan by little learne to loue each other : 
So becing knit, they brought forth other kinds 
Out of the fruitfull wombe of their great mother, 
Then firſt g2n heauen our of darknefle dread 
For to appeare, and brought forth cheerfull day : 
Nextganthe earthro ſhewe her naked head, - 
Oat of deepe waters, which her drownd alway. 
And ſhortly after, cuery lung wight 
Crept forth ike wormes out of thei: ſlimie nature, 
Soone as on them the Suns like giuing light, 
Had powred kindlic beatan\| formali feature, 
Thenceferth they gan each onc his liketo louey 
Andlike himſelte defire for to beget, * 
The Lyonchofe his mate, the Turtle Doue 
Her deare,the Dolphin his owne Dolphinet: 
' But man thathad = ſparke of reaſons might, 
More thenthe reſt torule his paision, 
Choſe for his loue the faireſt 19 his ſight, 
Like as himſe!fe was faireſt by creation, 
For beautie is the bayt which with delight 
Doth man allurc, for to enlarge his kind, 
Beaurie, the burning lampe of heauens light, 
Darting her beames into ezch feeble nund: 
Againſt whoſe power, nor God nor man can find 
Defence, ne ward the danger ofthe wound, 
But being hurt, ſecketo be medicind 
Of her that firſt did ſtirthatmortall ſtownd. 
Then doc they cry and call ro loue apace, 
With prayers lowd importuning the skie, 
\Whence he them heares, & when he liſt ſhew grace, 
Does grantthem grace thar otherwiſe would die, 
So loue is Lord of all the world by right, 
And rules the creatures by his powrfull ſaw : | 
All beeing made the vaſlalls of his might, 


— 


Throngh ſecret ſenſe which thereto doth them gray, 
Thus ought all Jouers ef their Lori ro decme : 

And with chaſte heart to honour lum alway : 

Bur wholoelfſe doth otherwilt eſteeme, 


- Are qut-lawes, and his lore doe difobay. 


For their defire 1s baſe, and dota not merit 
Thename of loue, but of diſtoyall luſt: 
Ne monegſt true louers they ſhall place inherit, 
Bur as Exuls out of his court be thruſt, 
So having ſaid, ME L1SS Afſpakeatwill, 
CoL1n, thou now full deeplythaſt divin'd 
Of louc and beautie, and with wondrous skill, - 
Hait Cy p 1.0 {elfe depainted anhis kind, 
To thee are all true Jouers greatly bound, 
That dovſttheir c.ule ſo mighrily defend : 
But moſt; all vvcimen are thy debtors found, 
Thu dooſt their bountieſtill fo nzuch commend, 
Thatill, lid HoB BINGOLL,they him requite: 
For hauing ioucd cuer one moſtdeare, 
He is repayd wuh fcorne and foule deſpite, 
That yrxes each gentle heaftwhich it doth heare., 
Indeed, jaid L y c 1D, Ihauedften heard. + j' 
Fuairc RoSALIND E ofdiuersfowly blamed: 
For bceing to that ſwaine too crÞeltbard, = 
That her | righr glare cllc hath;much Jefamed. 
But who can tel) what caule had that faice Mayd 
To vie him {eo thit loaned her fo well;  ,.. 
Or who with lime canullly her vpbrayd, 
For lourg not? for wha can louecompell ? 
And foothto ſay, itis toolehargic thing, +. 
Rafhly to wyten creatures {o divine, 
For &cmigods they be, and firſt did{pring, - 
From heauen, though graftin frailaefle feminine, 
And well I wote; that oftT heard.it ſpoken, + ;,. 
How onethatfaireft Hz mT x Ng didreuls: | qt 
Through iudgemeht of the godsto been ywrokeny 
Loſt both his eyes, 22d ſo remaindlong while, -_ |! ., 
Till he recanted had his wickedrimes, +. [5 
And made amends to her with trebblepraiſe : 
Beware therefore, ye groomes, I read betimes, _ |... 
How raſhly blame oft RosALIiNDs ycrailc, ,:; 
Ah ſhepheards, then ſaid C © L 1 N, yeneweet,,/ - 
How great a emit vpon your heads ye draw: |. -* 
To make fo bold a doome with words vameet, . . 14 
Of thiog celeſtiall, which ye nguer law; oat 
For ſhe is notlike as the othercrew; ;,. '; 
Of ſhepheards daughiers which emongſt youbee, ., * 
But of diuineregard and heaucnly hew, 
Excelling all thateuer yedid fec. *,,.; | 
Not then to her, that {cornedthing ſo baſe, 
But to my ſelfe the blame, tharlookt ſo bic: 
So hie her thoughts as ſhe her ſelfe hauc place, 
Andloath each lowly thing with leftie eyc. , 
Yer ſo much grace let hervouchſafeto grant 
To ſimple ſwaine, fith her I may cot loue: 
Yet that I may hcrhonour paravant, 
And praiſe her worth, though far my wit aboue, 
Such grace ſhallbe ſome guerdon forthe griefe, 
And long affliction which TI haue endured, | 
Such grace ſometimes ſhall give me ſomerclicke, . 
And caſe of paine which cannot be recure 1, 


And 


th mt 
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And ye my fellow Shepheards, which doc ſee 


And heare the languours of my too long dying, | 


Vnto the world for euerwitneſle bee, 
That hersT die, noughtto the world denying, 
This ſimple trophce of her great conqueſt, 


So, hauing ended, he from ground didriſc, 
And after him vproſe cke all thereſt: 
Allloth to i thatthe gloomi ng skies, 
Warnd them. to draw their bleating Hocksco reſt. 
FINIS. | 


DEDICATED 


To the moſt beautifull and yerruous Ladie. the 


- Counteſlc of Effex: 


ASTROPHEL 


'Q Hepheardstharwonron pipesof oatenreede;---- «+ - 


Oft-times toplaine yourloues concealed ſmart : 
_ And with your pitious layes hauclearndrobreed + - - 


; 
» ” , 


Compaſsion inacountry-laſſes hart; ” | 


- - 


. - Harkenyegentle ſhepheards ro my ſong, 


_ Andplace my dolefullplaint, yourptaintsemong./ 


To you alone I ſing this mournfull verſo Et ae. 


The mournfulſ verſe thateuer man heard cello: 
"To you whole ſoftned hearts it may empicrſe, *_* 
With dolours dart, for death of 4#rophel. - 
.-..,Toyoulfſing, and cononeother wight: .. 
-For well [wor my rimes been rudely dight. 


Yetas they beene,if any nycer wit 7 ni 0to | 


Shall hap to heare, or couct them ro read ; 
Thinkehe, that ſach are for ſach ones moſt fit, - 
Made notrto pleaſe theliuing, but thedead. > 
Andif in him found pirtie cuer place,.,...; . .;, 
"Let him be moon'd to pirtie ſuch a cafe; 1s - 
MTs roars 
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CT EE INEeT 


Gentle Shepheard bornein ARCAD Y, 
Of gentleſt race that ever ſhepheard bore : 


Abour the graſsic banks of Hatmonr, 


Did keepehis ſheepe, his little ſtock and ſtore. 
Full carefully he kept rhem day and night, 
Infaireſt fields, and AS TROPHEL hehight, 


Young A $TROPHEL, thepride of ſhepheards praile, 


Young ASTROP RE L,theruſticke Lafles louc: 
Far paſling all the Paſtors of his dayes, 
Inallthat [cemely ſhepheard might behoue. | 

In one thing one]y fayling of the beſt, 

Thar he was notio happy asthe reſt. 


For fromthe time that firſt the Nymph his mother 
Him forth did bring, and taughther lambesto feed, 


A lender ſwaine, excelling farre each other, 
In comely ſhape, like her that did him breed, 
He grew vp faſt in goodnefle and ingrace, * 
And doubly faire wox both in mind and face. 


Which dailymoreand morehe didaugment, 
With gentle vſage, and demeanure mild : 
Tharall mens harts with ſecretrauiſhment 
He ſtole away, and prong begwild. - 
Ne ſpight it ſelfe, that all good things doth ſpill, 
Found oughtin him, that ſhe could ſay was ll. 


His ſports were faire, his ioyance innocent, 
Sweet without ſowre, and hopny withourgall : 
And he himſelfe ſcemd made for merimenr, 
Merily masking both in bowreand hall. 
| Therewas no pleaſure nor delightfull play, 
When As TRO Þ HE Lſo-cucr wasaway. 


For he could pipe and daunce, and caroll ſweet, 

+ Emongſt the ſhepheards in their ſhearing feaſt ; 

As Sommers larke, that with her ſong doth greet 

The dauning day, forth comming from the Ealt. 
Andlayes of louc healſo could campole. - 


Thrice happy ſhe, whom heto praitedid choſe, 21 


Full many Maydens often did him woo, 
Them to youchſafe emongſt his rimes to name, 
Or makefor them as he was wont to doo, 
For her that did his hart with loue inflame. 
For which they promiſed to dight,for him, 
Gay chapclets of flowers and gyrlonds trim, 


And many a Nymph, both of the wood and brooke, - 


'Soone as his oaten pipe began to ſhrill: | . 
Both cryſtall vyells and ſhadic grouesforſooke, 
To heare the charmes of his enchantipg skill. 


And brought kimpreſents, flowers if it were prime, 


Or mellow fruite, if it were barucſt time. 


But he, for none of thera did carea whit, | 
Yet wood Gods for them often ſighed fore: 
Nefor their gifts, vnworthy of his wit, 

Yet not ynworthie of the countrics ftore. 
Foronealone he car'd, for one he ſigh't, 

His lifes defire, and his deare loues delight. 


S Tr ELL a thefaire, the faireſt ſtarre in $kie, 
As faircasVENy $,or thefaireſt faire : 
(A fairer ſtarre ſaw neuer ling cyc) 


Shot her ſharpe pointed beames through pureſt ayre, 


Her he did loue, her he alone did honor, 


His thoughts, his rimes, his ſongs were ail ypon her. 


To her he vowd the ſeruice of his daics, 

Onherhe ſpentthe riches of his wits _ 

For her be made hymnes of immortall praiſe, 

Of onely her he ſung, hethought, be writ, 
Her, and buther,of loue be worthy deemed, 
For all thereſt bur little he eſteemed. 


Ne her with idle words alone he wowed, 
And verſes vaine, (yet verſes are not vaine) 
Bur with braue deeds to her ſole {eruice vowed, 


- Aud bold atchiawements her did entertaine:. 


For both in deeds and words he nourtred was, 
Both wiſe and hardie (too hardic alas) 


Tn wreſtling, nimble; and inrunning,ſwife; | 
In ſhoorivg, ſteddie; and in ſwimming, ſtrong ; 
Well.made to ſtrike, roxhrow, toieape, to lift, 
Andall theſports thatſhepheards arcemong, 

In cuery one, he vanquiſht cuery one, 

He vanquiſhe all, and vanquiſht was of none, 


Beſides, in hnating, fach felicitic, 

Or rather, infelicitic he tound: 

That euery field, and foreſt farre away, 

He ſought, where laluage beaſts do moſt abound, 
No beaſt ſo ſalvage but he could it kill, 
Nochgace ſo hard, but he therein had skill. 


Such *killmarchtavithſuck courage av he had, 


Didprickehim forth with prgud defire of praiſe: 
Tolteke abroad, ofdanger-nought ir] 
His Miftreffename, andhis ewhefame to raiſe, 


. Whatnexrtthpaillg beſought abroad, 


| Sith cound about vs, it doth make aboad? 


It fortuncd, as he that perilous game. 
Inforraige foilepurſucd faraway ; - - 


Into a foreſt wide and-waſte,he carne, 


Where ſtare beheardto be of faluage pray; 
So wile aforeft, and {owaſteasthis, 
Norfamous AR DE YNnorforlca nr © is. 


Therehis wel-wouen'toyles and ſubrill traines 

Helaid, the brutiſh pationtocowrap : 

So well he wrought withpraCtiſe and with paines, 

That he of chemagreat traupes did (ooge cntrap. 
Full happy man (miſweening much) was hee, 
So'richa ipoyte within his powerto (ce. 


Eftſoones all heedlefſe of his deareſt hale, 
Full greedily into the heard he thruft, 
Toſhughter them; and worke their final! bale, 


Leaſt thathis toyleſhoaldoffheirtroupes be burft. 
Wide wounds emongſt them many one he made, 


. Now with his ſharpe bore-ſpeare, now with his blade. 
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Bis care was all, how he them all nrghr kill, 

T hat none might ſcape (fo partiall vnto none) 

I! mind, ſo much to mind arothers il], 

As to become voamindiull of his owne. 
Butpardon that vnto the cruel} skies, 
Tharfrom himlelic to them withdrew his eyes. 


So 3s herag'd emongſt that beaſtly rout, 

A cruellbeaſt of moſt accurſed brood : 

Vpon him turnd (deipaire makes cowards ſtout) 

And with fell tooth, accuſtomed to blood, 
Launched his thigh with ſo miſchicuous might, 
That it both bone and muſcles rived quight,. 


So deadly was thediat, and deepethe wound, 

And ſo huge ſtreames of blood there-out did flow, 

T hat he endured not the direfull tound, 

But on thecold dearcearth himſelfe did ghrow : 
The whiles the captiue heard his nets did rend,. 
And hauing nonetolet, to wood did wend. 


Ah! wherewereyethis whilc his ſhepheard peares, 

To whom alive was neught ſodearcas hee; 

And yefaire Maydes, the matches of his yeares, 

Whichin his grace did boaſt you moſt to bee > 
Ah! where were ye, when he of you had need, 
To ſtop his wound that wandrouſly did bleed? - 


Ah wretched boy ! the ſhape of dreric head, 
And ſad enſample of mans ſudden end: 
Full little faileth but thou ſhaltbe dead, 
Vnpiticd, voplaynd, of fac orfriend. 
Whilſt none 1s nigh, thine eye-lids vp tocloſe, 
And kifle thy lips like faded leaues of roſe. 


A ſort of Shepheards ſewing of the chace, 


As they the forreſt ranged on a day :: - + | iy 9 > 


By fatc or fortune came vntotheplace, |: 
Whereas the lucklefle boy yer bleeding lay: 


Yetblecding lay,and yetwould tillhauc bleds/ | 17 
Had not 200d hap thoſe ſhepheards hither leds; ,., / 


They ſtopthis wound (to0 late to ſtop itwas). ': 11 l +l 
:216%, Theſhepheardsall which loped him full deare , 


And in their armes then ſoftly did himreares 

Tho (as be wild) vmto-his loued Laſſe: 

His deareſt louc him dolefully did beare, 
The dolefulſt bearethat euer man did ſee, 
Was AS TROPHE L,butdeareftynto mee. 


She when ſhe ſaweber louein ſuch aplight, - ' -; /! 
With crudled blood and filthy goredefarmed:. /-.- 


That wontto be with floyers and girlonds dight, \- -, 


And her deare fauoursdearely well adorned, . 
Her face, the faireſt face that eye mote ſee, 


Shelikewiſe did deforme,like him to bee, ©  ' *% 
Her yellowelocks, that ſhone ſo brightand long, : : .. * 


As ſunny beames in faireſt ſommers day : 

She fierggly tore, and with outrageous wrong 

From her red checks theroles rent away, , 
And her faire breſt, the treaſurie of ioy, + - 
She ſpoyld thereof, and filled with annoy. . 


His palled face, impictured with death, 
She bathea oft with teares, and dried oft: 

And with ſiycet kifles ſuckt the waſting breath, 
Out of his lips, like Lillies, pale and fofc. | 
And oft ſhe cald to him, who anlwerd nought, 
But onely by his lookes did tell his thought. , 


The reft of her impatientregreer, PX 
And pitious mone the which ſhe tor him made, 
No tongue can tell, nor any forth can ler, 
But he whoſe hart ike ſorrow did inuade. 
At laſt, when paine his vitallpowres had (ſpent, 
His waſted hfc;her weary lodge forwent, 


Which when ſheſaw, ſhe ſtaied not awhit, 
But after him di! make votimely haſte : 
Forth-with her ghoſt outot her corps did flirt, 
And followed her make, like Turtle chaſte: 
To prauethat death ther harts cannot diuide;. 
Which living were in louelo firmly tide, 


The Gods which all things (ee, this ſame beheld, 
And pittying this paiie of lauerstrew, 
Transformed chemThere lying onthe field, 
Into one flowre, thatis both red and blew, _ 

It firit growesrcd, andthento blew doth fade, _ 


Like ASTROPHE L, whichihercinto was made. * | 


And inthe midſt thercof a ſtarre appeares; - 1; 
As fairly formd as any ſturre in 8kycs : 
ReſemblingST z 1 Lainherfreſheſt yerres, 
Forth darting þcames of beautic from her eyes, | 
And all the day it ſtandeth full of deow, 
Whigh is the teares,thatfzom her cyes did lows 


T hat hearbe of ſome, Starhght iscall'd:by, name, 
Of othcrs,P & 8 T-H1'A, thoughnotiowell:/ | 
But thou, where eucr thou dooſ find the fame,  . 
From this day forth doecallit AS T&OÞ;,HE Ls 
And when ſocuerthog ivyp dooſt take, - - 
Doe pluck it ſoftly torthat ſhepheards lake. 


Heereof whentydiogs far abrgad did palle, 


(And ſurgful{deare of all heluugdwas) /-:-: 

Did thicher flocke, to {ee;whatthey d1d hear2. 
And when jhatpitious ſpeftacle they yewed, . 
The fame with bittextcarestheyall bedewed. :. | 


Andeuery one did make txceeding mane, /'- --;.* 
With inward angord, and greatgricte oppreſt :; + 


And cuery one did weepe,aftd waile,and mones.,: :--1. -'/ 


And meanes deujs'd to thew his forrgyy.beſt;,! | ;.;, 


That from that hqure fincefirſt on g5afſic greene-. gy 
Shepheard kept ſheepe, was notlite mourning ſcene: - 


But firſt, his fiſter,that'C 10K 10D 4 bjght,.,!, -.': ;'; 
The gentleſt ſhepheargells thar lives this dayz.,.///..; 


Her brother deare, beganthis dolcfull lay,... 
Whichyeaft I marre the {we 
In fort as ſhe it ſung, I will rehearſe. 
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To heauens? ah! they alas the Authors were, 

And workers of my varemedied wo : 

For they foreſee whatto vs happens here, 

And they foreſaw, yet ſuffred this be ſo. 
From them comes good, from them comes allo il], 
That which they made, who cat them warne to ſpill. 


To men ? ah! they alas like wretched bee, 

And ſubie@ro the heauens ordinance : 

Bound to abide what cuer they decree. 

Their beſt redreſle, is their beſt ſufferance, 
How then can they, like wretched, comfortmee, 
The which no lefle, need comforted to bee ? 


Then to my ſ{elfe will I my forrowe mourne, 
Sith none aliuc like ſorrowfullremaines : 
Andto my lelfe my plainrs ſhall back retourne, 
To pay their vſury with double paines. * 
The woods, the hills, theriuers ſhall reſound. 
The m6urnfull accentof my ſafrowes ground, 


Woods, hills and rivers, now are deſolate, 
Sith heis gonethe which them all did grace: 
. Andallthe fields do waile their widow ſtate, ' 
Sith death their faireſt lowre dif late deface. 
Thefaireſt flowre in field thateuer grew, - - 
Was ASTRoOBHsz I; thatwasjweall may 


What cruell hatidof curſed foernknowne, - © 
Hath cropt the ſtalke which boreſoflire « lowt 
Ppt, before ir welt were 
And cleanedef#tel invatinicely howre.' 
Greatloſle to all that eter him did fee, 
Great loſleto al}, but gieateſtlofe to mee. 


yelhephieards lafſes; > 
em adortid, is Wo 
adorrid, is goneto 
Neuer againe let Laſſe put girfot4 0n/ ."-i-* 
In ſtead of gitlond; weare ſa4#'© 
And bitterElder, broken from: 


Ne euer fing theloue-layes which he made : 
Who euer madefuch layes of loueas hee? 
Ne cuerreadthe riddles, which he ſaid 
Vnto yourſeliies, to make you' 
Your tfiery gleeisnow 
Your njery maker now alaſſeis dead. 


Deaththe denourer of all wor{t delight, 
Hath robbed You, and reft fromemy ioy ! | 
and allthewotld he qui 
Hath robd of ioyance; and leftfad annoy, 
Toy of the world, and ſhepherds pride war hee, © 
Shepheards hope, neuer hike againe tolee. © © 


Vatimely 


Breake now 
Sith thefai 
Theflowre, 


Both you abd mie; 


to whom ſhall I my caſe complaine, 
on my impatient griefe? 
Or where ſhall I vnfold my inwzrd paine, 
That my enriucn heart may find reliefe ? 
ShallI ynto the heavenly powres 1t ſhow ? 
Or vnto earthly men, that dwell below ? 


Y me! 
A That may compaſti 


our girlonds, & 
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Oh Death that haſt ys of ſuch riches retr, 
Tellvs at leaſt; what haſt thou with it done > 
What is become of him whoſe flowre here left 
Is butthe ſhadow of his likenefle gone. 

Scarſe like the ſhadow of that which he was, 


Nought ike, bur thathe like a ſhade didpas, 


But that immortallſpirit, which was deckt 
With all the dowries of celeſtiall grace : 
By ſoucraiie choice fromth'heauenly quires (cle, 
And lineally deriu'd from Angelyrace, 
O whatis now of it become, aread. 
Aye me! can ſo diuineathing be dead ? 


Ah no: itis notdead, ne can it die, 

But lives for aye, in bhsfull Paradiſe : 

Where like a new-borne babe it foftdothlie, 

In bed of Lillies\Wraptin tender wiſe, 
Andcompaſtallabout with Roſes ſweet, 
Anddaintie Violets froryhead to feer, 


Therethouwſand birds all of celeſtiall brood, 

To him doe ſweetly carollday and night: 

And with ſtrange notes, ofhimwellvnderſitood, - 

Lull him afleepein Anpe-like delight ; | 
Whilſt in ſ{weetdreametohim preſented bee - - 
Immortallbeautizs; which wo cye may fee. © -/ 


* Buthethem ſees, and takes exceeding pleaſure | - 


Oftheir divine aſpes, appearing plaine, 


/: And kindling loucinhimaboue alt meaſure, 
'- Sweet loue, ſbll joyous; neuerfeck 


For whatſo goodlyformehe thee Joth fer; nes 
He may cnioy frontiealousrancot free. © - 


There lineth he intzuerlaſtipg lis, /: - 
Sweet ſpirit, neuer fcating mbrerto dis : 


 Nedreading harmefrorn avy foes of his, 


Ne fearing {auagtbeaſts more erneltie. 
Whilſt we heerewretches waile kis priuatelack, 
And with vainevowes doc oftencal} him back. - - ' 


Butliuethoa there Rill'kappy, happy ſpirit, 
And giueys leauethet heere Hoot $ vn : 
Not thee that dooſttliy heanensioy inherit, 


© Butourowneſclues; thathetreindoleare drehe.. 


Thus doe wewtepeand waile, and weare ourcyes, 
Mourning in others, our ownemiſeries. - , 


Which when ſheenlied had) another Graine, | 


Of gentle wit; and/dxintiefweet device 7 


* WhomAsrx'o0v4 £t full deire did entertaine, / '/ 


Whilſt heerc heliu'd; and heldin pafting price; © 
Hight T ns $ T YL $,began his mournful tourne, 
And madethe Munfes in bisfong es monene. + 


411,113 Andaftethimfullmanyother moe, | 


And euery onein orderlou'dhim beſt; 4 
Gan dightthemſthues rexpreſſe- their inward wot, 


| Withdolcfull Lyeyvnts the titne addreſt; 


The whichT herein order will tchearſe, 
As fitteſt lowres to'deck his mouraſfill hearſe, 


The monrning Muſe of Theſtylis. 


"A Ome forth ye Nymphs, comeforth, 


forſake your watty bowres, 
Forſake your molsy caues, 
and help me to lament : 
Helpe me to tune my dolefu!l notes 
to gurgling ſound | 
Of Lixs 1s tumbling ſtreames : 
Comelet ſalr teares of ours, 
Mixe with his waters freſh. 
© come, let one conſent 
Toyne vs to mourne with wailefull plaints 
the deadly wound 
Which fatall clap hath made; 
* decreed by higher powres. 
T he dreery day in which 
they haue from vsyrent 
The noblecſt plantthat might 
from Eaſt to Weſt be found. 
Mourne, mourne, greatPm1L 1Þ'sfall, 
þ mourne we his wofull end, 
Whom ſpightfull death hath pluck 
yntimely from the tree, 
Whiles yethis yeares in flowre 
did promiſc worthy fruite, 
AhdreadfullMaxs!' 
why didſt thou not thy knight defend? 
What wrathfull mood, 
} what fault of ours hath mooued thee 
Of ſuch aſhiniog light 
to leaue ys deſtitute ? 
Thou with benigne aſpeCt 
ſometime diditys behold, 
ThouhaſtinBrrrtons valour 
tane dehghtof old, 
And with thy preſence oft \ 
vouchſaft to attribute | 
Fame andrenowne to vs 
for glorious martial deeds. 
But now their ircfull beames 
haue chill'd our harts with cold, 
Thou haſteſtrang'd thy ſelfe, 
** anddcigneſt not ourland: 
Farre off to others now, 
— thy fauonrhonourbreeds, 
And hiph diſdainedoth cauſe | 
thee ſhunne our Clime (1 feare) 
Por badſt thou notbeen wroth, 
or that time neere at hand, 
Thou wouldft haue heard the cry 
that woffiil Ex 6 LanvD made, 


EkeZE LAND 5 pitious plaints, 
and HoLLANDsStoren hare 
| Would haply haue appeaſd 
thy dinine 20gry mind: 
Thou ſhouldſt haue feeneths trees 
refuſe to yeeld their ſhade, 
And wailing, to let fall 
the honour of their head, 
And birds in mournfall tunes 
lamenting in their kind : 
Vp from his tombe 
the mighticCoR1NE y $toſe, 
Who curting oftthe Fates 
that this mishap hadbred, 
His hoary locks hetare, 
calling the heauens vnkind. 

The THAME $ was heard to roare, 
theREYNEandeketheMoss, 
TheScnaLD,theDanovy (clic 

this great milchance did rue, 
With torment and with griefe; 
their fountaines pure and cleare 
Were troubled, and with ſwelling floods 
declar'd their woes. 
The Muſes comfortlefle, 
the Nymphs with paled hue, 
The SYL v an Gods likewiſe : 
came running farreand neare, ..;/ 
Andall with teares bedeawd, + 
and eyes caſt vp on hie, 
O help, © help ye Gods, 
they ghaltly gan to cry, 


_ Ochangethecruell fate 


of this ſo rare a wight, 


| And grant that Natures courſe 


may meaſure out his age, 
The beaſts their foode forſooke, 
and trembling fearcfully, 


'* Each ſought his caue or den, 


this cry did them fo fright. 


 Outfromamid the waues, 


by ſtormethen ſtirr'd ro rage, 


'.., This crie did cauſetoriſe 


th'old father O c x a wy hoare, 


Who grauewith eld, 


and full of maieſtic in fight, 


_ Spake in this wiſe; 


Refraine,quoth hee, your tears & plaints, 
Ceaſe theſe youridlewords, 

make yaine requeſts no more. 
B 3 . 
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No iumbleſpecch nor mone, 
may moue the fixed ſtior 
Of deſtinie or death * 
Such is bis w:ll that paints 
Theearth with colours freth 3 
the darkeſt skies with ſtore 
Of ſtanty Ights : And chough 
yourrteares a hart of fliat 
Might tender make, 
yct nought hcerein they will prevaile, 
Whiles thus he ſaid, 
the noble Knight, who gan to feele 
His vitall force to faint, 
and death with crucll dint 
Oc dirciull dart 
his mortall body to aflaile, 
With eyes liftyp ro heau'n, 
and courage ke as ſteele, 
With checerefull face, 
where vaJour liucly was cxpreſt, 
Buthumble mind, he {aid; 
O Lord, if ought this fraile 
Andearthly carkafſc haue 
thy ſeruice ſought Caduance, 
If my defirehaue been 
Rifl torelicuc th'oppreſt : 
Ifiuſtice to maintaine 
thatvalourT have ſpent 
Which thou me gau'ſt ; 
orit henceforth I might aduance 
Thy name, thy truth, | 
then ſpareme(Lord) if thou think beſt 
Forbeare theſe vnripe yecres. ; 
But if thy will be bent, 
If that prefixed time 
be come which thou haſt ſer, 
Throughpure and feruent faith, 
Ihopenow to beplaſt 
fn ch'cucrlaſting bliſle, 
which with thy precious blood 
Thou purchaſe didſt for vs. 
With that a ſigh hefer, 
Andſtraightacloudie muſt 
his ſenſes over-caſt, 
His lips waxtpale and wan, 
like damaske roſes bud 
Caſt from the ſtalke, 
_ or ike in ficld to purpleflowre, 
Which languiſheth beeing ſhred 
by culter as it paſt. 
A trembling chilly cold 
rannethrough their veines,wluch were 
With eyes brim-full of teares 
to ſee his fatall howre, 
Whoſe bluſtriog ſighes 
at firſt their ſorrow did declare, 
Next, murmurzing enſude; 
atlaſtthey notforbeare 
Plaine out-cries, all againſt 
the heau'ns,that enuiouſly 
Depriu'd vs of a{prighs 


oy 


The mourning Muſe of Thcſlylis. 


ſoperteR andſorare. 
TheSun his izghtſome beames 
did ſhrowd, and hide his face 
For griefe, whereby the carth. 
feard night eternally : 
The mountaines each where ſhooke, 
the riucrs turnd their ſtreames, 
And th'ayre gan winter-like 
torageand fretapace : 
And eriſly ghoſts by night were ſcene, 
and fierie gleames, 
Amid thecloudes 
with claps of thunder, that did ſeeme 
Torent the skies, 
and made both man & beaſt afeard: 
T he birds of i]] preſage 
this lucklcfle chancefore-told, 
By dernfull noiſe, and dogs 
with howling made man deeme 
Some miſchiete was at hand: 
for ſuch they doccſtceme 
As tokens of mishap, 
and ſo haue done of old. 
Ah that thou hadſt bur heard 
his louely ST x LL a plaine 


Hergricuous lofle, 


or ſccneher beauic mourning cheere, 
While ſhe with woe oppreſt, 
ker ſorrowes did vofold. 
Her hairc hung looſe negle, 
about her ſhoulders twaine, 
And fromrthoſctwo brigheſtarres, 
to him ſometime fo deere, 
Her hartſentdrops of pearle, 
which fellin foyſon downe 
Twixt Lilly and the Roſc. 
She wrong her hands with paine, 
And pitiouſly ganfay, ' + *- 
My true andfaithfull pheere, ' 
Alas,and woe is mee, 
why ſhould my fortunefrowne 


On methusfrowardly 


to rob meof my ioy? 
What crue!l envious "bef 
harh taken thee away, 
And with thee my content, 
my comfort and my ſtay? 
Thou onely waſt the caſc 
of trouble and annoy : 
Whenthey did me aſlvle; 
in thee my hopes did reſt. 
Alas, whatnow is left butgricfe, 
that night and da 
Affiis this wofull [i 
and with continuallrage 
Torments ten thouſand waics 
my miſerable breſt? 
O greedieenuious heau'n, 
what neededtheeto haue 
Enricht with ſuch aTewell 
this rahappy age, 


To 


mp ——_— 


The mourning Maſe of Theſtylis, - 


O take irvacke againe {0 loone ? 
Al: whenfſhall 
Mic oye foe ought thar may 
Content them, fince thy orauc 
3y oncly treaſure hides 
the icyes of my poore hart? 
As herc with thee on earth I hu'd, 
euen ſo equall 
Methinks itwere with thee : 
in heau'nI did abide; 
And as our troubles all 
we heere on earth did part, 
So reaſon would that there 
ot thy moſt happy ſtate 
I hadone ſhare. os 
Alas,if thou my truſtie guide 
Were wont to be, 
how canſt thou leaue me thus alone 
Ta darknefle and aſtray 
weake, wearie, deſolate, 
Plurg'd ina world of woe, 
refuſing for to take 
Me with thce,to the place of reſt 
where thou art gone. 
'This faid, ſhe hel her peace, 
for ſorrow tide hir toong ;- 
And inſteed of more n 4: As 
ſcemd tharher eyesalake 
Of teares bad been, they flow'd' 
ſo plentiouſly therefro : 
And with her ſobs and fighes, 
th'ayre round aboutherroong.. 
If V x x v s when ſhewaild 
her deare AD© na $laine, 
Ought moou'd inthy fierce hart: 
compaſsion of her woe, 
His noble ſiſters plaints,. 
her ſighes and teares-emong, 
Would ſure bave made theenuld;, 
andinly rucherpaine: 
AvRoOx a balfe lofaire, 
her ſelfe did never ſhow, 
Whenfromold T1TrronNsbed,. 
ſhee weeping did ariſe. 
The blinded archer-boy, 
like Larke in ſhowre of raine 
Satc bathing of his wings, 
and glad therimedid ſpend 
Vaderthoſe cryſtall drops, 
which fell from herfaire eyes, 
And attheir brighteſt beames 
him proynd inJouely wiſc. 
Yer ſoriefor hergricfe, 
which he could notamend, 
The gentle boy gan wipe her eyes, 
and cleerethole lights, 
Thoſe lights through which, 
his glory and his conqueſts ſhine. 
The Graces tuckt her haire, 
which hung likethreds of gold, 
Along berIvoric breſt 


- And CHARLES-vvalneckerclusd 


-.- OnNtPprTvxXE warrewas made, 


the trealure of delights, 
All things with hcrto weep, 

it ſeemed, did enchne, _ 
The trees, the h1ils, the dales, 

the caues, the ſtones fo cold, 
The ayre did helpe them mourne, 

with darke clowds,taine and miſt, 
Forbearing many a day P 

to clearc it {clfe againe, 
Which made them ef:ſoones feare 


thedayes of Pin Rma ſhould,  . +4 


Of creatures ſpoile the earth, 
their fatall threds vntwiſt. 


. ForPhorByvs oiaiſome taics 


were wiſhed for in yaine, 


; And with her quiuering light BI es 


Laronas daughter faire, 
to be the ſhipmans guide. 


by AZoLvS andhistraine, 
Wholerting looſe the winds, 

toſt and tormented th'ayre, 
So that on eu'ry coaſt 


 menſhipwrack did abide, --- - ce ——_ 


Or clſe were ſwallowed vp 
in open ſca with waues, 

And fuch as came to ſhoare, 
werc beaten with deſpaire, 
The Medwaies filuer ſtreames, 

thatwont ſo ſtill to flide, 


Weretroublcd now and wroth : 


whoſe hidden ho!lowe caues 
Along his banks with fog 

then ſhrowted from mans eye, 
AycPnitiydidreſound, 

aye PnriT 1Þ they did cry. 
IH:s Nymphis were ſecne no more 

(though cuſtome ſtill itcraues) 


| With haire fpread to the wind 


rhemſclues ro bathe or ſport, 
Or with the hooke or net, 

barefooted wantonly 
The pleaſantdaintic iſh 

to-entangle or eceiue. 
The ſhepheares left 

ehcir wonted places of reſort, 
Their bigpipes now were ſtili; 

theirlouing merrylayes 
Werequite forgot ; and now 

their Jocks, men mightperceiue 
To wanderand to ſtray, 

all carclefly neglted, 
And inthe ſteal of mirth, 

and pleaſure, nights and dayes, 
Noughtels was to be heard, 

but woes, comp/aints and mone. 
But thou (6 bleſſed ſoulc) ' 

dooft haply not reſpect, 
Thele teares we ſhead, 

though full of louing pure aſpeR, 


Hauthg 


H.uing aftixt thine eyes 
on that moſt glorious throne, 
Wherefull of maicſtie 
the high Creator raignes, 
In whole bright ſhining face 
thy ioyesare all complete, 
Whoſe loue kindles thy ſpright; 
where happy alwaies one, 
Thou liu'ſtin blifſe 
.that carthly paſſion neuer ſtaines ; 
Where from the pureſt ſpring | 
" theſacred NeCtar ſweet ; 
Is thy continuall drinke : 
where thou dooft gather now 
F Of well emploied life, 
| th'ineſtimable gaines. | 
ThereVEn ys on theeſmiles, 
AP 0LL o giues theeplace, 
AndM a & $ inreuerent wiſe 
doth to thy vertue bow, 
And decks his fiery ſphere, 
todocthec honour moſt. 
In higheſt part whereof, 


—_CEE et 


The mourning Muſe of Theſtylis. 


he. rt. Ao I "ncut——_—_ (ied —  — 


thy yalour for to grace, 


* Achaire of gold he{cttsto thee, 


and there doth tell 
Thy noble aQts arew, 
whereby cuen they that boaſt 
Themſclues of auncientfame, 
as PYRRHVS, HANNIBALL, 


" SciproandCarsaARt 


with the reſt that did excell 
n martiall proweſle, 


high thy glory do admire. 


'- All haile therefore. 


0 worthy Pn1LL1p immortal, 


" Theflowreof SYDNEY Ss race, 


the honour of thy name, 


* Whole worthy praiſe to fing, 


my Muſes not aſpire ; 
Burt {orrowfull and fad 
theſe teares to thee letfall, 


 Yetwiſk their verſes might 


ſo farre and wide thy fame 


" Extend, that enuiesrage, 


nor time might end theſame. 
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Lycos. 
Ox 1, vvellfitsthy fad cheare this ſad ſtownd, 


This wofull townd,whereia a!l things complaine 
This great mishap, this greeuous lofſe of owres. 
Hear'ſt thou the O k © vv n? how with hollow ſownd 
He ſlides away, and murmuring doth plaine, | 
And ſeemes to ſay vnto the fading flowres, 
Along his bankes, rnto the bared trees ; 
PHIiLlLIiSIDESisdead. Ypiolly ſwaine, 
Thou thatwith skill canſt cane a Jolcfull lay, 
Helpe him to mourne. My hart with gricfe doth freeſe, 
Hoarſe is my voice with crying, elſe apart | 
Sure would I beare, though rude : Bur as T may, 
With ſobs and fighesIfecond willthy ſong, Sn 
And ſo exprefle the {5rrowes of ry harr, *-—» (teach 
Corrin. AhLYcun,Lycon, whatneed sKill to 
A grieugd mindpoure forth his plaſtts ?how long 
Hath the poore Turtle pone to ſchoole (ween'ſt thou) | 
Tolearnero mynroc herloſt Make? No,ts,cach damp 
Creature by nature can tell how to waile, 7 
Seeſt not theſe flocks, how ſad theywatitfernow? © - * - 
Seemeth their leaders bell their bleating rune 
In dolefull ſound. Like him, not onedorhyfaile BY ET 
With hanging head to ſhew a heauie cheare: 
What bird, I pray thee, haft thou ſeene, thatptunes |, 
Himlclfe of late? did any cheerfull note * © © 
Come to thine eares,or gladſome ſight appeate 
Vnto thine eyes; fince thatſamefatall howre# 
Hath notthe ayre put on his moutning coate, 
Ahteſtified his griefe with wav, teares ? 
Sith then, it ſeemeth each thing to hispowre 
Doth vs inuite to make a ſad conſort; 
Come letys ioyneonr mournfullſong with theirs, 
Griefe will endite, and ſorrow will enforce 
Thy voice,and Eccho willour words report. _ : 
L r c. Though myraderimesillwihthy verſes. -.. 
That others farre excell yer will force _.  {frani6, - 
My ſelfe to anſyeretheethebeſt Leah, ©. ) 
Andhonoutmy baſewords withhihightaties 
Bat if my plaints atnoy thee wherethoufit” > 5" 


In ſecret ſhade of eaue3vouchiafe, & Þ FOR : = 


To pardon me, and hetethis hard can = ED 


With patiencewhilt IE fing; and pitticit©* \ 3D 


l 


And ckeye rurall Mifſes,that doe dwell Us WV; 


* Accufe the divefulldJaitt 
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| Colm. | 
In theſe wilde woods; IFeuerpitious pliint 
We did endite, or taught 4 wofullmind 


With words of pure affe&t, his orief& ro tel], 


- Tnftrut me now. Now Co x rx then got og, 


AndT will foliow thee,though Farrebehind. 
Cor. PwritrirsrDes ded, O him! death; 
Odeidly karine. Vnliappy AzBroN, ' | 
When ſhaltthou ſeeemong thy ſhephtards all, * 
Any ſo ſage, fo perfett > Whom vnearh 
Enuie could touch for vertuons life and sEill ; 
Curteous, valiant; and liberal, © . 
Behold the facted Px x & $, where with haire 
Varruſt ſhe fits, in ſhade bf yonder hill, * © 
Anqherfaire fict bent fadly downe;dothfend 
A floud ofteares tobathe theearth; and'there ;* 
Doth call the heauens &fpishtfull, envious, © © 
Cruell his fate thatrniad&fo Nhidtt ab) ed + 
Of that ſame life, well:Woithy to haut been '' ” 
Prolongd with many yerres, happy and Famous: * 
The Nymphs and On/# A D's 8 het round about 


Doefitlamenting on rhggraſsie greene ; 
And with illever;bex & their whiceſt breſts, 

at death ſent out 
Togiucthe fatall ftroke. The ſtarres they blame, 
That deafe or carelefle ſeemeattheir requeſt. 
Thepleaſant ſhade of ſtately grouesthey ſhunz 
They leaue their cryſallſprings, where they wont frame 
Sweet bowres of Myrtle twigs and Laurell faire, 
To ſport themſclues free from the ſcorching Sun. 
Andnow the hollowe caues where horror darke 
Doth dwell, whence baniſhr 15 the gladſome aire 
They ſeeke; and there in mourning ſpend their time 
With wailefull tunes, whiles wolues do howle & barke, 
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A Paſtorall Acglogue. 


Along the banks of mavy filuer ſtreames, 

Thou with him yodeſt ; and with him did ſcale 
The cragpy rocks of thiAlpes and ApPENINE? 
Still with the Muſes ſporting, while thofe deames 
Ofvertue kindled in his noble breſt, 

Which after did ſo gloriouſly forth ſhine 2 

But (woe is me) they now yquenched are 
Allſuddainly, and death hath them oppreſt. 

Loe father NEPÞTVN x, with {ad countenance, 
How he fits mourning on theſtrond now bare, 
Yonder, where th*Ocean with his rolling waues 

T he whitefeete waſheth (wayling this milchance) 
Of Do v x r<cliftes. His ſacred 8kirt abour 
The Sea-gods all are ſet; from their moiſt caues 
All for his comfort gather'd there they be, 

The THamrs rich,the Hv MB x & rough & ſtout, 
The fruitfullSzve x NE, with the reſt are come 
To helpe their Lord to mourre, and cketo ſe 
The doJcfull fight, and fad pomp funeral 

Of the dead corps paſſing through his kingdome. 
Andall their heads with Cypres gyrlonds crown'd 
With wofull ſhrikes ſalute hum great and (mall. 
Eke wailcfull Eccho, forgetting her deare 

Nag crssy s, their laſt accents,doth rcſound. , 

_ Cor. PxrLiLiisiDesis dead. Olucklefle age; 
* O widow world; 6-brookes and fountainescleere; _ + 

O hills, 6 dales, 6 woods thatofthaue rong 
With his ſweet caroling, which could aflwage 
The fierceſt wrath of Tygreor of Beare, . 
Ye Syluans, Fawnes, and Satyres, that.cmong 
T hele thickers oft haue daunit after his pipe, | 
Ye Nywena and Nayades with golden naire, 
That oft ha © ſprings 


hn 


# 


e left your pureſt 
To harken to his layes, that coulden wipe .. 
Away all gricfe and ſorrow from your harts,,. ;-, - 
Alas! whonow is left that like bimfings?: .. = 
When ſhall you heare againelike harmonie? _ . | 
So ſweet a ſound, who to you now.umparts? 


Th 


—Urrinte fuinma : 


Loe, wherecngraucd by iis hand yet liucs 
Thenameof STE LI a,inyonder Bay tree. 
Happy name, happy tree, faire may you grow, 


- And ſpred your ſacred branch, which honour gives, 


To famous Emperours, and Poets crowne. 
Vnhappy flocke that wander fcattred now, 
What maruell if through gricfe ye woxen leane, 


. Forfake your foode, and bang your heads adowne > 


For ſuch athepheard neuer ſhall you guide, 

Whoſe parting, hath of weale bercft you cleane. 
Lyc. PHILLIS1DESisdead. Ohappy fprite, 

Thatnow in heau'n with bicfled foules dooſt bide; & | 

Looke dowpe awhile from where thou fitſt aboue, 

And ſec how bulie ſhepheards berto endite 

Sad ſongs of gricte, their ſorrowes to declare, 

And grateful] memory of their kind love, 

Behold my ſelfe with C © I 1N, gentle {waine 

(Whoſe learned Muſe thou cheriſht moſt whyleare) 

Wherc wethy namcs recording, ſecke to cate, 

Theinward torment and tormenting paine, 

That thy departure to vs bath hath bred; 

Ne can each others ſorrow yet appeaſe. 

Behold the fountaines now left deſolate, 

And withred grafle with Cypres boughes; þeſpred, 

Behold theſe lowres which on thy grauewye ſtrew; , 

Which faded, ſhew the giuers faded ſtate,, 

Though ckethey ſhewtheir ferucnt zeale and pure 

Whoſc oncly comfort on thy welfare grew. 

Whoſe prayers importune ſhall the heau'ns for aye, 

That to thy aſhes, reſt they may aſſure: , 

That learnedſt Papinny hopour may thy name 

With ycerely praiſes, andthe Nymphs alway. .... . . 

Thy rombe may decke with Freſh 8& ſweegelſt lowres; 

And that for euer may endurethyfame, ; .. 
C 0 1. The $un(lo) haſtned hath his faceto ſteepe 

In Weſtern wautes and th'ayre with ſtormie ſhowres 

Warnesvsto driue homewards our filly ſheepe, 

Ly c 0X, let's riſe, and take of them good keepe, | 


cetera fortuna_v. | 


Fa B-. | | FOIA 


-IY 
= DID "4 YA 


AN ELEGIE, OR FRIENDS PAS 


dd. 


ſion, for his eAſtrophel.. 


VVritten ypon the death of the right Honourable Sir. 


Phillip Sydney, Knight, Lord Gonernour 


S$ then, no windeatall there blew, 
No ſwelling cloude, accloidtheayre, 
The skie, like oraſſe of watchet hew, 
Refleted ProzBys goldenhaire, 
The garniſht tree, no pendant ſttrd, 
No 21A was heard of any bird. 


There might youſec thc burly Seare, 

The Lion King,theElephant, 

The maiden Vnicorne wasthere, 

So was Act nz oNn#&8horned plant, 
And what of wildeor tame arc found, 
Were couchtin order on theground. 


ALC1D3z s ſpeckledPaplarwee, 
The palme that Menarchs doe obtaine, 
With louc-iuyceftaindthe Mulberie, 
The fruite that dewes thePocts braine, 
AndPx 17 11s philberttherc away, 
Compardewith MyrdeandtheBay.” 


The tree that coffins doth adorne, 
With ſtately heightthreatning the gkie, 
And for the bed of Loueforlarne, - 
The blacke & dolefulEbonie; 

All ina circle compaſt were, 

Like to an Ampirhexter. \ 


onthe branches of thoſe trees, 
The airie-winged peopleſat; 
Diftinguiſhedin od degrees, - 
One ſort is this, anotherthat,- *' - 
Here Pn 1TL 0ME LL, thatknowes ful mall 
What force and witin loue doth dvd.” 


The skie-bred Eaple, royall bind, © 
Percht there vpon an OakEabour, 
The Turtle by him ncuerftird," 


of Huſhing. 


Example of immmortall loye. 
The Swan, that fings about to dic, 
Leauing Mz an D x, ſtood thereby. 


And that which was of wonder moſt, 
The Phcenix left ſweet Arabic: 
And ona Ceaderin this _ 
Builtyp her tombe.of ſpi 

AsTI 7 coattiny by ra 


Prepardeto take her dying flame. 


In midſt and center of this plot, 

I aw one groucling anthegralle : 

A manor ſtone, I knew natthar, 

No ſtone: of man thefigure was, 
And yetI could not couathim ane, 
Morethen theimagemade of Rove. 


At length, I mightpercciue himreare 
m_—_ body an his clboweend : 
anhlpand pale with gaftly cheare, 
Your is knees he vpward tend, 
Sceming like one invneauth ſound, - 
Tobealcending out he ground. 


A gricuous ſigh forthwith he throwes, - 
As might haue torne thevitall trings, 
Then downe his a thetcares ſo lowes, 
As doth the ſtreame of many'ſprings. 

So thunder rends theclowd:i1ntwaine; 

And makes 2 pallagefor theraine, - 


Tncontinent, with mr 2 found, 


Hewokully gan to comphaine;/ ' »-, - 


Such were the accents a3might wound, . , 

And teare a diamond rocke in twaine; 
After bis throbs did ſome-what. ſtays | 
Thus heauily he gantalay. ' - | 


Ofunne, 


An Hegi, 


O ſunne, faid he, clog one t 
On wretched me why dooſtthoufhine? 
My ftarreis falne, my comfort done, _ 
Quristhe apple ofeene cine, : 
Shine vpon thoſe 
And let meliucin endlc ce night. 


iefethar lieſt ypon my ſoule, 
A vie a$a mount of lead, 
Thercmnant of my life controll, 
Codſort mequickly with the dead, 
© Halfe of this bart, this ſprite and will, 


And you compaſſionate of m' WO, 
Gentlc birds, beaſts ,and ſhadi ogrert, 
I amaſſurdeyelong to kno): 
What be the ſorrowes me agrecu 's, 
Liſten ye thenrotharioſorb,,- | 
, And > a tale of teares and ruth.” 


(Thar Iſhould liueto ſay Iknew, 

And hauenotin poſſeſſion ſtill) 

Things knowne permit mets renew: 
Of him, you know his metirſuch, 
I cannot Tay, you hcarc t9o much. 


Withio theſe woods of AR CaD 13, | 

He chicfe delight and pleaſure tooke, 

And onthe mountainePARTHENIE, | 

Vponthe liquid brooke,” ' 
The Mules met him eu'sy'day, + 
Thartavghe hirafing to write, and iy 


When he deſcended dowie chemounr, | 
His perſonage ſecm'd moſt divine, | 
A.-thouſand graces one income, 
Vpon his louely cb 
> eres ockeatfoedy finite, 
- You ITE FL | 


A fweet attraQtiue kind of grace, 
A full aflurance given by lookee, 
Continuall comfortio aface,” 
— The lineaments of Goſpell bookes, 

I trowe that count'nancecannor lie, 


Whoſe thoughts are legible in the eye. 


> Was nener eye,did ſeethat face, n) 
Was neuer eare, thattong, 
Was never mind, noms #77. 0agy 
Thateuer thou 

But eyes, an anrarnn 2:74 


 Weac Coithbiererpre Gon _—_ 


OGod, that fuch aworthyman,. 
In whom ſo rare delensdidraigne, 
Deſired thus, muſt leave ys 
And weto wiſh forhimi 

O could the ſtarres that = + WEN 
-*Inforccno longer fixcd fit? 


"Didemnthebreſtof ASTROPELLT. 0? 


You knew, who knew not ASTROPHILI, = 


*Then becing fild wich wel dow, 

The Muſes willed him to loue,. ©. 

Thar inſtrument can aptly ſhew, 

How finely our conceits willmoue.” 
AsBaccnv s opes diflembled harts, 
So loue ſers out our better parts. 


-STELL 4,4 Nyinphrihin thiswoody”) 


Moſtrarcandrich of hean 'nly blis, 

The higheſt in his fancieſtood, 

And ecould yell deinerite this, | 
Tis likely. they acquainted fone, 
He was a Sun, arid the a Moone. 


AS pals papal did STELL aloue, 
OSTrLLAvauntof ASTROPHILL, 


'- * ;Albeirthy graces gods may moue, 
Where bon ® 


ndand ASTRE@PH Iil, 
Theroſc and lillie.haue their prime, 
And fo hath beantic butai time.” * 


a, Alchough thy beautic doe exccede, 


Yetin his Pachicswhenwereede,. 
It is apparant Tt 
Het athath loyeandiudgemchto, 
| Sees more than ay others do. 


ThenAsTR 0 9111.1. hath honord thee, 
For when thy body is cxtin&, 


nd ocby rewrite) 


- Forby nn PE I 
ION 200-2 Lk e's 


Aboucall others, eiohass: 

Which erſt in his ſong, 

Thatloue honour might/ agrees! - Sale 2a! 

And that ure louc willdoeno wrongs '/ +; 
Sweet ſaints, itisno fnoepor blame, ., et ii; 
To love manof rertuauy pate. 35.03 22407 


Did neucrloueſo fipe bocath/;. 

In any mortall breſt before, 

Did neuer Muſe inſpire beneath, Goo ouds a5 et 

A Poets braine with finer ſtore: {| | 1 vic; 
He wrote of loue with high conceit;, | 
And beautie reard aboue  . 


ThenP a 1x a $ afterward attyrdes;. ak 61 v3 F 
OurAs T3 0 P HILL with her devics, \ 
Whom in his &mor heauen edmyrde, - 
As of the nation of the skies, : a 
He fparkled in his armes 
As he were dightwith fiery Qare. 


In common ace of eu'ry cie, 


The blaze whercof when Man $ behcld, . 


(An cnuious eye doth ſecafar) 

Such maieſtic, quoth hegis ld,.}; 

Such maieſtiemy martma oO 
Perhaps this may a ſuter 
ToſatM a. 8 by his deitic. 


SLA INCA MIN. 


An Epitaph, 


_— 
OE IE 


—— "IR 


In this ſurmize he made with ſpeede 
An Iron cane, wherein he pur 
The thunder that 1n cloudes doth breed. 
T he flame and bolt together ſhur, 
With priuicforce burſtout againe, 
Andſoour ASTR OPHIL was {laine. 


This word (wasſlain) ſtraightway did moue, 

And natures inward life-ſtrings twitch, 

The skie immediatly abouc, . 

Was dimd with hideous clouds of pitch, 
The wraſtling winds fr6 outthe ground, 
Fild all the ayre with ratling ſound. 


The bending trees expreſt a grone, 

And figh'd the ſorrow of his fall, 

T he forreſt beaſts maderuthfall mone, 

The birds did tune their mourning call, 
AndPmuiLomeLforASTROPHIL, 
Vato her notes annext a phill, 


The. Turtle Doue with tunes of ruth, 
Shew'd feeling paſſion of his death, 
Methought ſhe ſaid, I te!l the truth, 
«Was never he that drew in breath, 
Vnto his loue more truſtie found, 
Than he for whom our griefes abound. 


The Swan that was in preſence heere, 
Began his funerall dirge to ſing, 
Good things, quoth he, may ſcarce appeere, 
But paſſe away with ſpeedy wing. 
This martall life, as death is tride, 
And death giues life, and ſo he di'de, 


The generall ſorrow that was made 
Amono the creatures of each kind, 
Fired the Phoenix where ſhe laid, 
Her aſhes flying with the wind, 

So as I mightwith reaſon ſee, 

That ſuch a Phoenix nere ſhould bee. 


Haply the cinders driven abour, 
May brecd an ofspring neere that kind, 
But hardly a peere to that I doubr, » 
It cannot fihke into my mind, 
That vnder-branches erecan beg 
Of worth and yalue as the tree. 


The Eagle markt with pearcing ſight, 


The mournfull habite of the place, 
And parted thence with mouating flight, 
To fignifiero Io v x the caſe, 

What ſorrow Nature dothſuftaine, 

For AS TR © PHIL TL, by cnuic llaine. 


And while Ifollow'd,with mine eye, 

The flight the Eagle vpward tooke, 

All things did vaniſh by and by, 

And diſappeared from my looke, 
T hetrees,beaſts,birds, & groue was gone, 
So was the friend that made this mone. 


This ſpeCtacle had firmly wrought, 

A deepe —_—_—_— in my ſpright, 

My molting hart iſſude, me thought, 

In ſtreames forth at mine eyes aright, 
And heere my penis forſt to ſhrinke, 
My teares diſcolour fo mine inke, 


An Epitaph vpon therighr Honourable Sir Philip Sidney, Knight : 
| Lord Gouernour of Fluſhing. 


O praiſe thy life, or waile thy worthy death, 
And want thy wit, thy wit, high, pure, diuine, 
Is far beyond thepowre of mortall line, 

Nor any one hathworth that draweth breath. 


Yetrich in zeale, though poorc in learnings lore, 
Andfricndly care obſcurde in ſecret breſt, 

And loue that enuic in thy life ſuppreſt, 

Thy deere life dene,and death, bath doubled more. 


AndI, thatinthy time and living ſtate, 

Did onely praiſe thy vertues in my thought, - 

As onethar {ild the rifing Sun hath ſought, 

With words and teares now waile thy timeleſle fate, 


Drawne was thy race, aright from princely line, 
Nor lefſethen fuch { by gifts that Naturegaue, 
'The common mother that all creatures haue;,) 
Doth vertue ſhew, and princely linage ſhine. 


A king gaue thee thy nami, akingly mind, 
That God thee gaue, who found it now too deete 


For this baſe world, and hath reſumde itneere, 
T © ſit in 8kies, and ſort with powers diuine. 


Kent thy birth daies, and Oxford held thy youth, 
The heauens made haſt, and ſtaid nor yzers, nortime, 
The fruites of age grew ripe inthy firſt prime, 

Thy will, thy words; thy words the ſeales of truth, 


Great gifts and wiſedome rare imploydthee thence, 
Totreat from kings, with thoſe more great then kings, 
Such hopemen bad to lay the higheſt things, 

On thy wiſe youth, to be tranſported hence. 


Whence, to ſharpe warres ſweet honour did theecal), 
Thy countries loue, religion, and thy friends : 

Of worthy men, the markes, the lives and ends, 
And her defence, for whom welabour all. 


There didſt thou vanquiſh ſhame and tedious age, 
Gricfe, ſorrow, ficknes, and baſe fortunes might: 
Thy riſing day, ſaw ncuer wofull night, 
But paſt with praiſe, from off this worldly ſtage. 

C 


Backe 


An Epitaph, 


Back to the campe, by theethat day was brought, 
Firſt thine owne death, and after thy long fame; 
Teares to thefouldiers, the proud Caſtilians ſhame; 
Vertue expreſt, and honour truly taught. 


What hath he loſt, that ſuch great grace hath woon, 
Young yeares, for endleſſe eares, and hope ynſure 
Of fortunes gifts, for wealth thar ſtill ſhai! dure, 
Oh happic race with fo great praiſcs runne. 


@ 
England doth hold thy limmesthar bred the ſame, 
Flaunders thy valure, where it laſt was tried, 
The Campe thy ſorrow, where thy bodice died, 
Thy friends, thy want; the world, thy vertues fame. 


Nations thy wit, our minds lay vp thy loue, 
Letters thy learning, thy loſle, yeeres long to come, 
In worthy harts ſorrow hath made thy rombe, 

T hy ſoule and ſprightenrich the heauens aboue, 


Thy liberall hart imbalm'd in gratcfull teares, 

Young fighes, ſweet ſighes, ſage fighes bewaile thy fall, 
Envie her ſting, and ſpight hath lett her gall, 

Malice herſelfe, a mourning garment weares. 


That day ther HanmniBaArLdicd, ourSc1piofell, 
Scipio, CictrRo,&PETRARCHofourtime, 
Whoſe vertues wounded by my worthlefle rime, 

Let Angels ſpeake, and heauenthy praiſes tell. 


£49 An other of the ſame. 


Ilence augmenteth grief, 
writing increaſeth rage, 
Stald are my thoughts,which lou'd, 
and Joſt, the wonder of ourage : 
Yet quickned now with fire, 
though dead with froft ercnow, 
Enrag'd I write, I knowe not what: 
dead, quick, I knowe nothow, 


Hard-harred minds relent, 

and rigors teares abound, 
Andenuie ſtrangely rues his end, 

in whom no ſe ſhefound, 
Knowledge herlight hathloſl, 

valor hath flaineherknight, 
S1DNEY isdead, deadis my friend, 

deadis theworlds delight, 


Place penfive wailes hisfall, 
whole preſence was her pride, 
Time cricth out, my ebbe 1s come: 
his life was my ſpring tide, 
Fame mournes in that ſhe loſt 
the ground of herreports, 
Each luing wight laments his lack, 
and all 1n ſundry ſorts. 


He was (wo worth that word) 
to cach well thinking ming, 
A ſpotleſle friend, a matchlefle man, 
whoſe vertue cuerſhind, 
Declaring in his thoughts, 
his life, and thathe writ, 
Higheſt conceits, longeſt forcfights, 
and deepeſt works of wit, 


He onelylike himſclfe, 
was ſecond vnto none, 
Whoſe death (though life) we rue, and 
andall in vaine doe mone, (wrong, 
Their lofle, not him waile they, 
that fill the world with cries, 
Deathſlew nothim, but he made death 
his ladderto the skies. 


Now finke of ſorow TI, 
who liue, the more the wrong, 
Who wiſhing death, whom death denics, 
' Whoſethredis all roo long, 
Who tied to wretched life, 
who lookes for no relicfe, 
Muſt ſpend my euer dying dayes, 


10 neuer ending oriefe, 


Harts caſe and onely I, 
like parallels runne on, 

Whoſe equall length, keepe equall bredth, 
and neuer meet in one, 

Yet for not wronging him, 
my thoughts, my ſorrowes cell, 

Shall notrun out, though leake they will, 

- for hiking him ſo yell. | 


Farewell to you my hopes, 
my wonted waking dreames, 

Farewell ſometimes enioyed ioy, 
eclipſed arethy beames, 

Farewell falſe-pleaſing thoughts, 
which quietnefle brings forth, 

And farewell friendſhips ſacred league, 


vniting minds of worth, 


And farewell merry hart, 
the gift of guilcleſſe minds, 
Andall ſports, which for lives reſtore, - 
yarietic aſſiones, 
Let all that ſweet is void; 
in me no mirth may dwell, 
PHrrTLrre, the cauſc of all this woe, 
my lifes content, farewell. 


Now rime, the ſonne of rage, 
which artno kin to skll, 
And endlefle griefe, which deads my life, 
yetknowes not how to kill, 
Goecſeckethat hapleſſetombe, 
which if ye hap to find, 
Salute the ſtones, thatkeepe the limmees, 
that held ſo gooda mind, 
FINIS, 


"a> 


MION 


| OR | 
A SPOVYSALL VERSES MADE 
by Edmunde Spenſer, 


In honour of the double mariage of the two Honon- 


rable and vertuous Ladies, the Ladie Elzabeth, and the Ladie Kq- 
therine Somerſet ; Daughters to the Right Honourable the Earle of 


WorceFer : and eſpouſed ro the two worthy Gentlemen, 
' M. Henry Giford, and M, lam Peter, | 
Eſquires, 


AT LONDON 
Printed by H. L. for «Mathew Lownee. 
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Alme was the day, & through the trembliog ayre, 
Sweer-breathing Zz PHY Ry 5s didfoftly play 
A gentle ſpirit, that lightly did delay 
Hot T 1 T a Ns beames, which then did glyſterfaire : 
When I, whom ſullen care, 
Through diſcontent of my long fruitlefle ſtay 
In Princes Court, and expectation vaine 
Of'iidle hopes, which ſtill doc flicaway, 
Like empty ſhaddowes, did afflit my braine, | 
Walkt forth to caſe my paine | 
Along the ſhoare of filuer ftreaming Tun MMES, 
Whoſe rutty Banke, the which his River hemmes, 
Was painted all with variable flowers, 
And all the mcades adornd with daintic gemmes, 
Fit todecke maydens bowres, 
And crowne their Paramours, ' | 
Againſt the Bridale day, which isnotlong: | 
Sweet T BM AMES runne ſoftly , tillI cndniy Song. 


There, in a Meadow, by the Rivers fide, 
A flock of Nymphes 1 chaunced to elpy, 
All louely daughters of the Flood thereby, + 
With goodly, greeniſh locks;all looſe vatyde, ” |» 
As each had been a Bryde, ©: £254 
And each one had alittle wicker basket, 
Mage of fine twigs, entrayled curiouſly,  - 
In whichthey gather'd flowers to fill their flaskett: 
And with fine fingers, cropt full feateoufly + 
The tender ſtalkes on hie, 
Ofecuery ſort, which in that Meadow grew, 
They gathered ſome; the Violetpallid blew, 
Thelittle Dazie, that atcueniog cloſes, + : 
The virgin Lillic, andthe Primroſe trew, 
With ſtore of vermeil Raſes, 
To decke their Bridegroomes pofies, __ 
Againſt the Bridale day, which was notlong : 

Sweet TEEMM ES runne ſoftly, till I end my Song. 


Wirh that, I ſaw two Swannes of goodly bewe, 

| Come ſoftly ſwimming downe along the Lee ; 

Two fairer Birds I yetdid neuer ſee : 

The ſnowe which doth the topof P1ND v s ſtrewe, 
Did neuer whiter ſhewe, 


Norlo v x himſelfe wi:en he a Swan would be, 

For louc of L Dp 4, whiter did appeare : 

YetL £ Þ awas(they ſy) as white as he, 

Yet not ſo white as theſe, nor nothing neare ; 

So purely white they were, 

That cuenthe gentle ſtreame, the which them bare, 

Seem'd foule to them, and bad his billowes ſpare 

To wet their ſilken feathers, leaſt they might 

Soyletheir faire plumes, with water not fo faire, 

And marretheir beauties bright, | 

Thatſhone as heauens light, 

Againſt their Bridale day, wbich was not long : 
Sweet THEMME $runnec ſoftly, till I ak my Song. 


Eftfoones the Nymphes, which now had flowers their 
Ranall in haſte, to ſee thatfiluer broode, ( fill, 
As they came floting on thecryſtall Flood. 
Whom wheathey ſawe, they ſtood amazcd ſtil}, 
Their wondring eyes to fill, 
Them ſeem'd they neuer ſaw a ſighe ſo fayre, 
Of Fowles ſo louely, thatthey ſure did deeme 
Them heauehly borne, or to bethat ſanie payre 
Which throughthe Skie draw V x x y s filuer Teeme, 
For ſure they did not ſeeme 
To be begot of any earthly Seede, 
Butrather Angels, or of Angels breed: 
Yet were they bred of Sommzns-H= a they fay, 
Inifweeteſt Seaſon, when each Flower and weed © 
Theearth did freſh aray, 
So freſh they feem's as day, 
Euen as their Bridale day, which was not long : 

Sweet Tux MME 5Tunne ſoftly, till end my Song. 


Then forth they all out of their baskets drew, 
Great ſtore of Flowers, the honour of the ficld, 


"Thatto the ſenſe did fragrant odours yield, 


All which, ypon thoſe goodly Birds they threw, 

And all the Waues did ſtrew, 

ThatlikeoldPx Nx v $ Waters they did feeme, 

Whe downalong by pleaſant TEMP x $ ſhore (ſtreem, 
Scattred with Flowres, through Tuzs $ATLY they 

T hart they appeare through Lilies plentious ſtore, 


Like a Brides Chamber florc: 
C 3 Two 
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T wo of thoſe Nymphes;mean-while two garlands boi, 
Of freſheſt Flowres, which in that Mead they found, 
The which preſcotingall in trim Array, | 
Their ſnowie Forehe:dstherewithall they crownd, 
Whil'ſt one did ſing this Lay, 
Prepar'd againſt that Day, 
Againſt their Bridale day, which was not long: 

Sweet T nt MME STunne loftly,till I end my Song. 


Ye gentle Birds, the worlds faire ornament, 

And heauensglorie, whom this happy hower 

Doth leade vnto your louers blisfull bower, 

Toy may you have, and gentle hearts content 

Of your loues couplement : 

AndletfaireV EN v s, that is Queene of loue, 

With her hart-quelling Sonne vpon you ſmile, 

Whoſeſmile they ſay, hath vertuetoremoue 

Allloues diilike, and friendſhips faultie guile 

For cuer to aſſoile. | 

Let cndleffe Peace your ſtedfaſt hearts accord, 

And blelled Plentic waiteypon your bord, 

And let your bed with pleaſures chaſte abound, 

That fruitfull iſſue may to youafford, 

Which may your focs confound, 

And makeyour ioyes redound, 

Vpon your Bridale day, which is notlong : 
Sweet Tux MME $ runneioftly, till I end my Song. 


So ended ſhe; and all the reſt around 

To herredoubled that her vaderſong, 

Which ſaid, their Bridale day ſhould not be long. 

And gentle Eccho fromthe neighbour ground, 

Their accents did relound, -_ | 

So forth, thoſe ioyous Birdes did paſſe along, 

Adowne the Lec, that to them murmurdclow, 

As he would fpcake, but that he lackta tong, _ - 

Yer did by fignes his glad affeQtion ſhow, . 

Maſking his ſtreame runne flow. 

And all the foulewhich in his flood did dwell 

Gan flockeabour theſe twaine, that did excell 

Thereſt,ſofar,as CYNnTHa1a doth ſhend 

The lefler ſtarres. So they enranged well, - 

Did on thoſe two attend, : 

And _ beſt ſeruice ws kick I | 

Againſttheir wedding day, which was not long: - ;.:, 
; OX TuzMMES Ny ſoftly, tll I end my Song. 


Atlengrth, they all to merry Lonp on came, ,:..; - 
TomeryLo xD 0 N, my moſt kindly Nurſe, |... .:.: 
That to me gauc this Lifes firſt natiueſourle: /, 
Thoughfrom another placeI take my name, 
An houſe of auncjent fame, = \c 


There when they came, whereas thoſe bricky towres, 
The which on T uzMmME s brode aged back doth ride, 
Where now the ſtudious Lawyers haue their bowers, 
There whylome wont the Templer Knights to bide, 
Till they decayd through pride: 
Next wherevnto there ſtands a ſtatelyplace, 
Where oftI gained gifts and goodly grace 
Of that great Lord, which therein wont to dwell, 
Whoſe want too well now feeles my friendlefle caſe : 
But ah! heere fits notwell "+ :&# * 
Old woes, butioyes totell Sx 
Againſt the Bridale day; which is nptlong: : : 

Sweet T HE MME $ runnefſoftly, tillI cnd my Song. 


Yettherein now doth lodge a noble Peere, 

Great England glory, and the Worlds wide wonder, 
Whoſe dreadful] name, late through all Spaine did thun- 
And HuR cvLEs iopillars ſtanding necre, (der, 
Did maketo quake and feare: 

Faire branch of Honour, flower of Cheualrie, 

Thar hilleſt England with thy triumphs fame, 

Toy haue thou of thy noble viQtoric, 

And endleſle happineſle of thine owne name 

That promiſerh theſame : 

That throughthy prowefle and viorious armes, 

Thy Country may be freed from forraine harmes : 

And greatEL 15 ax $ glorious name may'rivg 
Through all the world, fill'd with thy wide Alarmes, 
Whichſoamebraue Muſc may ſing 

To ages following, | 

Vpon the Bridale day, whichis not long : 


Sweet TE MM E $ runneſoftly, till I end my Song. 


From thoſe high Towers, this noble Lord iſſuing, 
Like radiant Hz s'p x x; whenhis golden haire 
Intl'Occan billowes he bath bathed faire, + > 
Deſcended to the Riuers open viewing, 
With a great trainc enſuing,-;': SIE 
Aboue the reſt were goodlyto be ſecne # 
Two gentle Knights of ouely face and feature + 
Beſceming well the bowet:gfany. Queene,. + 
With gifts of wit, and ornamcatsofnamre, 
Fit far ſo goodly ftature : >. EA 
Thar like the twinines of T © v z they ſeem dinfight, 
Which detkethe Bauldricke of the Heauens bright, 
They two forth'paſing tothe Riuers fide, | 
Recciu'd thoſe two faire Brides, theis Loues delight, 
Which atth'appointed tide, f ef) 
Each one did mike his Bride, / 
Againſt their Bridale day, which is not long : 

Sweet T HE M348 $ runne ſoftly, till I end my Song, 

FINIS., 
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AMORETTIL. 


G. V,ſenior, ro the Author. 

D Arke ts theday whe Phatbus face is ſhrowded, 
And weaker ſights may wanaer ſoone aſtray : 
But whe they ſee his glorious raies vuclowded, 
With ſteddy ſteps they keepe the perfett way : 

So while this Muſe in forraine Land doth ſtay, 
Taunention weepes, and pennes are caſt aſide, 
The time like night, deprind of chearfull day, 
And few doe write, but(ah) too ſoowe may ſlide. 

Then, hie thee home, that art our perfe(t guide, 
And with thy wit illuſtrate Englands fame, 
Dannting therby our neighbors ancient pride, 
That ds for poeſie,challenge chiefeſt name: 

Sowe that lime and ages that ſucceed, 

With great applauſe thy learned works ſhall reed, 


ſ 


A H Colin, whether on the lowly plaine, 
Piping to ſhepheards thy ſweet rowndelayes : 
Or wheth:r ſinging in ſome loſtie vaine, 
Heroicke deeds,of paſt, ox preſent dayes: 

Or whether in thy lonely Miſt reſſe praiſe, 
Tho liſt to exerciſe thy learned quill, (pteaje, 
Thy Muſe hath got ſuch grace andpower to 
With rare inuentien, beautifiedby shill : 

As who therin can ener ioy their fill | 
O therefore let that bappy Muſe proceed 
Toclime the height of vertnes ſacred hul, 
Where endleſſe honour ſhal be made thy meed, 

Becaife no maliceof ſucceeding daies, 

Can raſe thoſe records of thy laſting praiſe, 

Yo. -$ 


—_— 
—_— 


SONNET IL 


H ApPy yelcaucs, when as thoſe lilly hands, 
which hold my life in their dead-doing might, 
ſhall handle you, and holdin loues ſoft bands, 
like captiues trembling at the vicors ſight, 
And happy lines, on which with ſtarry light, 
thoſe lamping eyes will deigne ſomenmes to looke 
and readethe {orrowes of my dying ſpright, 
written with teares in barts cloſe bleeding booke 
And happy rimes bath'd in the ſacred CR f 
of x L1con whence ſhe deriued is, n 
whenye behold that Angels bleſſed Iooke, 
my ſoules long lacked foode, my heauens blis, 
Eeaues, lines, and rimes, ſeeke her to pleaſe alone, - 
Whom if ye pleaſe, I care forother none. 


_ 


SONNET IL 


V Nquiet thought, whom at thefirſt I bred, 
of th' inward bale of my loue pined hart: 
and fithens haue with ſighes and ſorrowes fed, 
till greaterthen my wombethou woxen art: 
Breake forth at length out of the inner part, 
in which thou lurkeſt like to yipers brood: 
and ſeekeſome ſuccour both to eaſe my ſmart, 
and allo to ſuſtainethy ſelfe with food, 


Butif in preſence of thatfaireſt proud 

thou chance to come; fall lowely at her feet : 

and with mezke humbleſle and aflited mood, 

pardon forthee, and'grace for me intreat, - | 
Which if ſhe grant, then line, and my loue cheriſh: 
If not, dig loone, and I with thee will periſh, | 


OL,» 42, iro argon 
T* He ſoyeraigne beautic whichT doeadmire, 
witneſſe the world how worthy to be praiſed : 
the light whereof hath kindled heauenly fire, 
in my fraile ſpirit, by herfrom baſeneſleraiſed; 
That beeing now with herhuge brightnes dazed, 
baſe thing Tcan no'moreendure to view : 
but looking ftillonher; I ſtand amazed, 
at wondrous fight of fo celeſtiall hew. 
So when my tongue would ſpeake her praiſes dew, 
it topped is with thoughts aſtoniſhment: 
and when my pen would write her titles true, 
- it rauiſhtis with fancies wondermenrt: 
Yet in my hartI then both ſpeake and write 
The wonder that my witcannortendite, 


Eo, ab } 7 > erties 
\ T Ew yearEforth looking out 8f Tay 8'pate, 
N doth ſecme to promiſe hope ofnew delight; 


ard 


_— EI 


SONNETS. 
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and bidding th'old Adieu, hispaſſed date 
bids all o!d thoughts to die in dumpiſh ſpright, 
And calling forth out of fad Winters night, 
freſh loue, that long hath leptin checrleſle bower ; 
wil: him awake, and foone about him dight 
his wanton wings, and darts of deadly power. 
For luſtic Spring now in his t3mely howre, 
is ready to come forth, him to receiue: 
and warnes the Earth, with diners colourd flowre 
ro decke her ſelfe, and her fairc mantle weaue. 


Then vou faire flowre, in whom freſh youth doth rainc, 


Prepare yourſelfe, new loue to cntertaine, 


SONNET V. 
Vdely thou wrongeſt my deare harts deſire, 
R in finding fault with herroo portly pride ; 
the thing which T doe moſtin her admire, 
is of the world vnworthy moſt enuide. 
For in thole loftie lookes 1s cloſe implide, 
ſcorne of baſe things, & ſdeigne of foule diſhonor : 
threatning rath eyes which gaze on herſo wide, 
that looſely they ne dare to Jooke ypon her. 
Such pride is praiſc, ſuch portlineſſe is honor, 
tharboldnedinnocence beares in ker eyes : 
and her fzirecountenancelike a goodly banner, 
ſpreads indeflance of all enemies. 
Was neuerin this world ought worthy tride, 
Without ſome ſparke of ſuch ſele-pleaſing pride, 


SONNET* VI. 
E nought diſmayd that hervymoued mind 
doth Far perſiſt in her rebellious pride: 
- . ſuch loue notlike to luſts of baſer kind, 
the harder wonne, the firmer will abide. 
The durefull Oake, whoſe ſap is not yet dride, - 
is longereitconceiuethe kindling fire: 
but when it. once doth burne; it doth diuide _ 
oreat heate, & makes his flames to heaucn aſpire, 
So hardiristo kindle new deſire, n | 
in gentle breſt that ſhall endurefor cuer: | 
deepei1s the woind, thatdints the parts entire = 
with chaſte affe&s, that nought bur death can (cur. 
Then thinkenotlong in takiog little paine, , - 
To kuit the knot,thatcuerfhallremaine.' * 


.:,SONNET. VII. 
F Aireeyes, the myrrour of my mazed hart, 
what wondrous vertucis containd in you, . -. 
the which both life and death forth from you dart 
into the obiet of your mightic view? ,,. 
For when ye mildly looke with louely hew, 
then is m-ſoulewith life and.Joue inſpired : 
bur when ye lowre, or looke on me askew, |. 
then doeT diezas onewith lightning fired, 
But fince rhat life is more then death deſired, 
lookeeuerlouely, as becomesyou beſt, 
that your bright beams ofmy weak eies admured, 
may kindle luing fire within my breſt. 
Such life ſhould-he the honor of your light, 
Such death the ſad cnlample of your might. 


© 
- 


SONNET VIII. 
Ore then moſt faire, full of the liuing fire, 
kindled aboue vnto the maker neer: : 
no eyes but ioyes, in which all powers conſpire, 
that to the world noughtelle be counted deare. 


. Through your bright beams doth notthe blinded gueſt 


ſhoore out his darts to baſe affeQions wound : 
but Angels cometo leade fraile minds to reſt 
in chaſte defires,on heauenly beautie bound, 


_ Youframe my thoughts, and faſhion me within, 


you ſtop my tongue, andteach my hart to ſpeake, 
you calme the ſtorme that paſſion did begin, 
ſtrong through your cauſe, but by your vertue weake, 
Darke is the world, where your light ſhined neuer 3 
Well is he borne, that may behold you cuer. 


SONNET IX 
T, Ong-while Iſoughtto whatT might compare 
thoſe powrefull eyes, which lighten my dark ſpright: 
yetfind I noughton earth, to which I dare 
reſemble th'image of their goodly lighr. 
Not tothe Sun: for they docſhine by mght; 
nor tothe Moone: for they are changed neuer ; 
nor to the ſtarres : for they haue purer fight ; 
norto the fire : for they conſume not euer 3 
Nor to the lightning : for they ſtill perſeuer ; 
nor to the Diamond: fortney-are more tender 3 
nor ynto Cryſtall: for nought may them ſeuer ; 
nor vnto glaſſe : ſuch baſenefſe mought offend her. 
Thentothe Maker ſelfe they.likeſt bee, 
Whoſe light doth lighten all that heerewe (ee. 


SONNET X. 
V Nrighteous Lord of loue, whatlaw is this, 
that me thou makeſt thus tormented be ? 
the whiles ſhe lordeth in licentious blifle 
of her free-will, ſcorning both thee and me. 
Sec how the Tyranneſſe doth ioy to ſee 
the huge maſſacres which her eyes do make : 
and humbled harts brings captiues vnto thee, 
that thon of them mayſt mightievengeancertake, 
But her proud hart doe thou alittle ſhake 
and thathigh looke,with which ſhe doth controll 
all this aile pride bow to a baſer make, 
and all herfaults in thy blackebooke enroll: 
ThatI may laugh at her in cquallſors, 
As ſhe doth laugh at me,& makes my paine her ſport. 


| SONNET XI, 
D Aily when I doe ſecke and ſue for peace, 
and hoſtages doe offerfor m ovale 7 
ſhe cruell warrtour doth her ſelfe addreſle 
to battell, and the wearie war renew'th, 

Ne will be moou'd with reaſon or with ruth, 
to grant ſmall reſpit to my reſtleſſetoile : 
but greedily her fell intent purſu'ch, 
of my poore life to make vnpittied ſpoile. 

Yet my poerc life, all ſorrowes to alloile, 

I would her yield, her wrath to pacific : 
bur then ſhe ſeckes with tormentand rurmoille, 
to force me liuc, and will not let me die. 


All 


SONNETS. 


— 
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All paine bath cad, andeuery war hath peace, 
Bur mine, no price ncrprayer may ſurceale. 


SONNET XII. 
O Ne dayT ſought with her hart-thriiling cyes 
to make a truce, and rermes to entertaine : 
all fearelefle then of ſo falfc enemies, 
which ſought meto entrap in treaſons traine, 
So,as I then diſarmed did remaine, * 
a wicked ambuſh which lay hidden lovg, 
19 the cloſe couertof her gwilefull eyen, 
thence breaking forth,did thicke about me throng. 
Too feebleT rabide the brunt fo ſtrovg, 
was forſt to yceld my felfe into their hands : 
who me captiwing ſtrazghtwith rigorous wrong, 
haue ever fince kept me in cruell bands. 
So Lady, now to youT doe complaine, 
Againſt youreyes, that juſtice I may gaine. 


SONNET XIII. 

[ N thatproud port, which hero goodly graceth, 
whiles herfaire face ſhe reares vp to theskie : 
and to the ground her eye-lids lowe embaccth, 
moſt goodly temperature ye may deſcry, 

Mild bumblefle, mixt with awtull maicſtic. 
for looking on the earth whence ſhe was borne, 
her minde remembreth her morrtalirie, 
what ſo is faireſt ſhall to earth returne. 

But that ſame loftie countenance {eemes to ſcorne 


baſe thing, and thinke how ſhe to heauen way clime : 


treading downe carth, as lothſomeand forlorne, 
that hinders heauenly thoughts with droflic ſlime. 
Yerlow)y ſtill rouchſafe to looke on me, 
Such lowlincfle ſhall make youloftiebe. 


SONNET XIIII. 


R Eturne againe my forces late diſmayd, 
vnto the fiege by you abandon'd quite. 
great ſhame itisto leane, like one afrayd, 
lo faire a peece, for one repulleſo light. 
Gainft ſuch ſtrong caſtles needeth greater might 
then thoſe {mall forces, ye were wont belay ; 
ſuch haughty minds enur'dto hardy fight, 
diſdaine to yeeld vnto the firſt aſſay, 
Bring therefore al the forces that yee may, 
and Jay inceſſant battery to her hart, 
plaints, prayers, vowes, ruth, ſorrow, and diſmay, 
thoſc engins can the proudeſt loue conuert : 
And if thoſe fue, fall downe and die before her, 
So dying line, and liuing doe adore her. 


SONNET XV. 
* E tradefu!l Merchants, that with weary toyle, 


doe ſeek moſt precious things to make your gaine : 


and both the Indias of their treaſure ſpoile, 

what neeJeth you to ſeckeſo farre in vaine ? 
For loe, my louedoth in herſelfe containe 

all this worlds riches that may farre b= found ; 

if Saphyres, loe, hereyes be Saphyres plaine, 

ifRubics, loe, her lips beRubies found: 


It Pearles, her teeth bepearles, bot!) pure and round : 
if Tuorie, her forhead Tuorie weenc ; 
if Gold, her locks are fineſt gold on ground 
if Siluer, herfaire hands are {iluerſheene : 

But that which faireſt is, but few behold, 

Her mind adornd with vertues manifold. 


SONNET XVI, 
' Ne day as I vnwarily did gaze 
on thole fayre eyes my loues immortall light: 

the whiles my ſtoniſhthartſtood ina maze, 

through ſweer illuſion of her lJookes delight ; 
I moteperceiue how in herglancing ſight, 

legions of loues with little wings did flic : 

dartiog their deadly arrowes fieric bright, 

at cuery raſh beholder paſſing by. 
One of thoſe archers clolely I did ſpy, 

ayming his arrow at my very hart: 

when ſuddenly with twinkle of her eye, 

the Damzell broke his misintended dart. 
Had ſhe not ſo done, ſure I had beenſlaine, 
Yetas it was,TI hardly ſcap't with paine, 


SONNET XVIL 
T He glorious pourtraic of that Angels face, 


made to amaze weake mens confuled sKill : 
and this worlds worthlefſe glory to embace, 
what pen, what penfill can exprefle her fill? 
For though he colours could deuize at will, 
and eke his learned hand at pleaſure guide, _ 
leaſt trembling, it his workmanſhip ſhould ſpill, 
yet many wondrous things there are beſide, 
The ſweet cye-glaunces, that like arrowes glide, 
the charming ſmiles, that rob ſenſe from the hart : 
the louely pleaſance, ahd the lofty pride, 
cannot expreſſed be by any art. 
A greater crafteſmans hand thereto doth need, 
That can expreſle the life of things indeed, 


| SONNET XVIII. 
T Herolling wheele thatrunneth oftenround, 
the hardeſt ſteeleintrat ofrime doth tearc : 
and drizling dropsthat often doeredound, 
the firmeſt flint doth in contmuance weare: 
Yertcannot I, with many a dropping teare, 
and long intreatie, ſoften her hard hart: 
that ſhewil once vouchſafe my plaint to heare, 
or looke with pitty on my painefull ſmart. 
But when I plead, ſhe bids meplay my part, 
and when I weepe, ſheſayes, Tearcs are but water 2 
and when I figh, ſhe fayes, [knowetheart, 
and when I waile, ſhe turnes herſelfe to laughter, 
So doe I weepe and waile, and plead in vaine, 


Whiles ſhe as ſteeleand flint doth ſtill remaine. 


SONNET XIX. 
He merry Cuckowe, meſſenger of Spring, 
F his trumpet ſhrill hath thrice alceady ſounded: 
that warnes all louers waite vpon their king, 


who now is comming forth with girland crowned. 
With 
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SONNETS. 


With noyſe whereofthequire of Birdsreſounded 
their anthemes ſweet deuized of Joues praiſe, 
that all the woods their Ecchoes back rebounded, 
as if they knew the incaning of their layes. 
But mongſt them all, which #1 Loues honour raiſe, 
no word washcard of her that moſt it ought, 
but ſhe his precept proudly diſobayes, 
and doth ſns idle meſſage ſet at nought. 
Therefore, 0 loue, ynleſle ſhe turne to thec 
Ere Cuckow end, let her a rebcll be. | 


SONNET XX, 
I N vaine I ſeeke and ſueto herfor grace, 
and doe mine humble hartbefore her poure: 
the whiles her foote ſhe in my necke doth place, 
and tread my life dowhe inthe lowly floure. 
And yet the Lyonthatis Lord of power, 
and raigneth ouer cuery beaſt 1n field, 
in his moſtpride diſdeigneth to deuoure 
the ſilly Lambe that to his might doth yield. 
But ſhe, more cruel] and more ſaluage wilde, 
then cyther Lyon, or the Lionefle : 
ſhames not to be with gwiltleſſe blaud defilde, 
but taketh glory in her cruelneſle, 
Fairer then faireſt, let none ever lay, 


That ye were blooded ina yeelded pray. 


SONNET XXI. 
V As1: the worke of Nature or of Art, 
which tempredſo the feature of her face, 
that pride and mecknes maxt by equall part, 
doe both appearet'adorne her beauties grace? 
For with mil4 pleaſance, which doth pride diſplace, 
ſhe to her loue doth lookers cyes allure: 
and with ſterne count'nance backe againe doth chace 
their looſer lookes that ſtir vp luſtes impure, 
With ſuch ſtrange traines her eyes ſhe doth inure, 
that with one looke ſhe doth my life diſmay : 
and with another doth it ſiraightrecure, 
her {mile me drawes, her frowne me driues away. 
Thus doth ſhe traine and teach me with her lookes, 
Such artof eyes, I neuer read in bookes. 


SONNET XXII, 

His holy ſeaſon, fitto faſt andpray, 

men todeuotion ought to be inclind : 

therefore, Ilikewiſe oo ſp holy day, 

for my ſweet Saint ſome ſeruice fit will find. 
Hertemplefaireis built within my mind, 

in which her glorious image placed is, 
' on which my thoughts doe day and nightartend, 

like ſacred prieſts r neuer thinkeamus : 
TherelI to her, as th'anthor of my blis, 

will build an altar to appeaſe herire, 

and on the ſame my hart will acrifice, 

burning in flames of putcand chaſtedefire: 
The which vouchſafc, 6 goddeſleto accept, 
Amongſt thy deereſt relicks to be kept. 


SONNET XXIIL. 
ENELOPEforherVLYSS x sSlakc, 
deuiz'd a Web her w. 5ers to deceauc: 


in which, the workethat ſhee all day did make, 
the ſame at nightſhe did againe vnreaue : 
Such ſubtile craft my Damzell doth conceaue, 
th' importune ſute of my defire to ſhonne : 
for, all thatT in many daies doe weaue, 
in oneſhort hourel find by ber vndonne, 
So when I thinke to endthat I begonne, 
I muſt begin and neuer bring to epd: 
for with one looke,ſhe ſpils thatlong I ſponne, 
ar.d with one word my whole ycares work doth rend. 
Such labour like the Spyders web I find, 
Whoſe fruitleſle worke is broken with leaſt wind. 


SONNET XXIIII. 
X7 Hen I behold that beauties wonderment, 
and rare perfeCtion of each goodly part ; 
of natures skill the onely complement, 
I honourand admirethe wakers art. 
But when I feelethe bitter balefull ſmarr, 
which her faire eyes vnwares doe worke in mee : 
that death out of their ſhiny beames doe dart, 
I thinke that IanewPanDo acc; 
Whom all the Gods in councell did agree, 
into this finfull world from heauen to ſend : 
that ſhe to wicked men a ſcourge ſhould bee, 
for all their faults with which they did offend. 
Bur fince ye are my ſcourge, I will intreat, 
Thar for my faults ye will me gently beat, 


SONNET XXV. 
H Ow long ſhall this like dying life endure, 
and know no end of her owne miſerie? 

but waſte and weare away in termes vnſure, 

twixt feareand hope depending doubttully. 
Yet better were attonce to let me die, 

and ſhew the laſt enſample of yourpride: 

then to torment me thus with cruelrie, 

to proue your powre, which I too well haue tride. 
Bur yet if in your hardned breſt ye hide 

acloſe intent at laſtto ſhew me grace : 

then all the woes and wrecks which I abide, 

as meanes of blis I gladly will embrace 
And wiſh that more and greaterthey might be, 
Thatgrcater mecd atlaſt may turne to me. 


SONNET XXVI, 


S Weetis the Roſe, but growes vpon a brere3 
ſweet is the Iunipere, bur ſharpe his bough; 
ſweet is the Eglantine, but pricketh nere; 
ſweet is the firbloome, but his branches rough: 
Sweet 15 the Cyprelle, but his rind is tough, 
ſweet is the nut, butbirter is his pill; 
ſweetis the broome-flowrezbut yet ſowre enough; 
and ſweet is Moly, but his roote is Ul. 
So euery ſweet with ſource is tempred lil, 
that maketh it be couetedthe more: 
for cafie things that may be gotat will, 
| moſt{orrs of; mendoe ſet bur little ſtore. 
Why then ſhould I account of little paine, 


That cadlcilc pleaſure ſhall ynto me gaine. 
SON- 
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SONNET XXVIL 


F- Aire proud, now tell me, why ſhould faire be proud, 


fith all worlds glory is but drofſevncleane? 
and mn the ſhade of death it ſclfe ſhall ſhroud, 
how-cuer now thereof ye little weene, 
That goodly Idoll now ſo gay beſeene, 
ſhall doffe her fleſhes borrowd fare attire : 
and be forgot as it had neuer been, ; 
that many now much worſhip and admire. 
Ne any then ſhall after itinquice, 
ne any mention ſhall thereofremaine, 
bur what this verle, that neuer ſhall expire, 


ſhall ro you purchace with her thankleſle paine, 


Faire, be no longer proud of that ſhall periſh, 


But that which ſhall you make immorrall, cheriſh. 


SONNET XXVIIL 


T He Laurell leafe, which you this day doe weare, 


giues me greathope of your relenting mind ; 
for ſince itis the badge which I doe beare, 
ye bearing it,doe ſeeme to me inclind: 
The powre thereof, which oftin me 1 find, 
letit likewiſe your gentle breſt inſpire 
with ſweet infuſion, and put you in mind 


of that proud mayd, whom now thoſe leaues attyre, 


Proud D a Þ 8 N £,ſ{corning Phoebus louely fire, 
on the Thelſlulian ſhore from him did flie : 
for which the gods in their reuengefullire 
did her transforme into a Laurcll tree. 


Then flic no more faire Loue from Phoebus chace, 


But in your breſt his leafe and loue embrace, 


SONNET. XXIX: 
S Fe how the ſtubborne damzell doth deprauc 
my ſimple meaning with difdainfull ſcorne : 
and by the bay which I ynto her gaue, 
accounts my elfe hercaptiue quite forlorne. 
The bay, quoth ſhe, is of the Victors borne, 
yeclded them by the vanquiſht as their meeds, . 
and they there-with doe Poets heads adorne, 
to {ing the glory of their famous deeds, 
But fith ſhe will the conqueſt challenge needs, 
Jet her accept meas herfaithfull thrall, 
that her great triurnph which my skill exceeds, 
I may in trump of fame blaze ouer all. 
Then would I decke her head with glorious bayes, 
And fill the world with her viQorious prayle. 


 SONNET XXX, 
Y Loucis liketo Iſc,andT to fire; 
how comes it then that this her cold fo great 
' is not diflolu'd through my ſo hot defire, 
bur harder growes the moreT her intreat ? 
Or how comes it that my exceeding heat 
15 not delayd by herhartfrozen cold : 
but that I burne much more in boyling ſweat, 
and feele my flames augmented manifold ? 
What more miraculous thing may betold, 


that fire which all thing mclts, ſhould harden Iſc: 


and Ie, which is congeald with ſcnſcleſle cold, 
ſhould kindle fireby wonderfulldeuic? 


Such is thepowre of louc in gentle mind, 
Thar it can alter all the courle of kind. 


SONNET XXXT. 
H, why hath nature to ſo hard a hart 
giuen ſo goodly gifts of beauties grace? 
whoſe pride depraues each other better part, 
and all thoſepretious ornaments deface. 
Sith to all other beaſts of bloody race, 
a dreadfull countenance ſhe giucn hath : 
that with their terrour all the reſtmay chace, 
and warne to ſhun the danger of their wrath. 
But my proud one doth worke the greater {cath, 
through ſweet allurement of her louely hew : 
thatſhe the better may in bloody bath 
of ſuch p6orethralls, herc:uell hands erabrew. 
But did ſhe knowe how ill theſe two accord, 
Such crueltie ſhe would haue ſoone abhord. 


SONNET XXKXIL. 
He painfull Smith, withforce of feruent heat, 
the hardeſt Tron ſoone doth mollific, 
that with his heauy ledge he canit beat, 
and faſhion to what het liſt apply. 
Yet cannot all theſe flames in which I fry, 
her hart more hard then Iron ſoft awhit : 
nealltheplaints and prayers with which I 
doe beat on th'anuile of herſtubborne wit : 
Bur till the more ſhe feruent ſees my fit, 
the more ſhe friezethin herwilfull pride: 
and harder growes the harder ſhe is [mit, 
with all the plaints which to her be applyde. 
What then remaines butT to aſhes burne, 
And ſheto ſtones atlengrth all frozen turne ? 


SONNET XXXIII. 
Reat wrong I doe, I canitnotdeny, 
to thatmoſt ſacred Empreſſe my deare dread, 
not finiſhing her Queene of Faery, 
that mote enlarge her lining prayſes dead : 
But LoDvy cx, thisofgraceto me arcad; 
doeye not thinketh'accompliſhment of it, 
ſufficient worke for one mans ſimple head, 
all wereit as the reit, butrudely writ. 
How then ſhould I without another wit? 
thinke euer to endure ſo tedious toyle, 
fith that this one is toſt with troublous fit, 
of a proud Loue, thatdothmy ſpiritſpoyle. 
Ceaſe then, till ſhe vouchſafeto grant mereſt, 
Or lend you me another living breſt. , 


SONNET XXX1IIIL 


L Ike as a ſhip, thatthroughthe Ocean wide, 

by condudt of ſome ſtarredoth make her way, 
when asa ſtorme hath dimd her truſtic guide, 
out of her courſe doth wander far aſtray : 

So1, whoſe ſtarre, that wont with her brig rays 
meto direQ, with cloudes is ouer-caſt,. 
doe wander now in darkneſſe and diſmay, 
through bidden perils round about me plalt ; 


- Yet 


TEE! 
; 138 
wot: 


YethopeT well, that when this ſtorme 1s paſt, 
my Hs Lt c x, thelodeſtar of my life 
will ſhine againe, and looke on me at laſt, 
with louely light to cleare my cloudy gricte. 
Till then I wander carefull comfortleſs, 
Inſecretſorrow, and ſad penſiuenels, 


SONNET XXXV. 
' A Y hungry eyes through greedy couctice, 
M ſtill ro behold the obieof their paine, 
with no contentment can themiſclues ſuffice : 
buthauing pine, and having not complainc. . 
For lacking 1t, they cannot life ſuſtaine, 
and hawng it, they gaze on itthe more : 
in their amazementlikeNAaRC1sSSvSyaine, 
whoſeeyes him ſtaru'd : fo plentie makes me pore, 
Yetare mineeyes ſo filled with the ſtore 
+ oftharfaire ſight, thatnothing elſe they brooke, 
bur lothe the things which they did like before, 
and can no more endure on them to looke, 
All this worlds glorie ſcemeth vaineto me, 
And all their ſhowes but ſhadowes, ſauing ſhe, 


SONNET XXXVI. 


Ell mee, when ſhall theſe wearie woes haue cnd, 
or ſhall their ruthlefle torment neuer ceaſe : 
but all my daies in piving languor ſpend, 
without hope of aſlwagemenr orreleale. 
Is thereno meanes for me to purchaſe peace, 
or makeagreement with herrthrilling eyes : 
but thattheir crueltic doth ſtill increaſe, 
and daily more augment my miſeries. 
But when ye hauc ſhew'd all extremities, 
then thinke how little glory ye haue gained, 
\ byſlaying him, whoſe life though ye deſpile, 
mote haue yourlife in honor long maintained, 
But by his death, which ſome perhaps will mone, 
Yeſhall condemned be ofmany a one, 


SONNET XXXVIL 
Hat guile is this, thatthoſc her golden trefles 
ſhe dothattyre vnder a net of gold : 
and with flie skill ſo cunningly them dreſſes, 
that which is gold or haire, may ſcarce bertold? 
Is it that mensfrayle eyes, which gazetoo bold, 
| ſhee may entanglein that golden ſnare: 
and beeing caught, may crattily enfold 
their weaker harts, which arenotwell aware? 
Take heedetherefore, mine eyes, hoiv ye doe ſtare 
henceforth too raſhly on that guilefull net, 
in which, if cueryeentrapped are, 
out of her bands yeby no meanes ſhall get. 
Fondneſle it were for any becing free, 
To couet fetters, though they golden bee. 


SONNET XXXVIII.- 
A* x ON, wkenthrough tempeſts cruell wrack, 
he 


forth was throwne into the greedy ſeas: 
through the ſweet muſick which his harp did make, 


o 


allur'd a Dolphin himfrom death to caſe. 


But my rude muſick, which was wontto pleaſe 
ſome daintie eares, cannot with any sk11l, 
the dreadfull tempeſt of her wrath appeale, 
nor mouethe Dolphin from her ſtubborne will, 
But in her pride ſhe doth perſcuer ſtill, 
all carelefſe how my life for her decayes : 
yet with one word ſhe can itſaue or ſpill. 
to ſpill were pitty, butroſaue were praiſe, 
Chuſe rather to beprayſd for dooing good, 
Then to be blam'd for ſpilling guiltlcfſe blood. 


SONNET XXXIX, 
Weet (mile, the daughter of the Queene of loue, 
expreſſing all thy mothers powrefullarr, 
with which ſhewonts to temperangryIovex, 
when all the gods he threats with thundr; ng datt. 
Sweetis thy yertue, as thy ſelfe ſweet art, 
for when on me thou ſhinedſt late in ſadneſle, 
a melting pleaſance ran through cuery part, 
and me reuiuved with hart-robbiog gladnefle. 
Whilſt rapt with ioy reſembling heauenly madnes, 
my ſoule was rauiſht quite as in atraunce: 
and feeling thence no more her ſorrowes ſadneſle, 
fcd on thefulneſle of that chearefull glaunce. 
Moreſwect then NeQar or Ambroſiall meat, 
Seemdeuery bit which thenceforth I did cate. 


SONNET XL. 
M Arke when ſhe {mules with amiable cheare, 
and tell me whereto can yeliken it: 
when on each eyc-lid ſweetly doe appeare 
an hundred Graces as in ſhade to fit. 
Likeſt — my ſimple wit, 
vnto thefaireſunſhine inſommers day : 
that whena dreadfull tormeaway is flit, 
through the broad world doth fpred his goodlyray : 
At ſight whereof, each bird that fits on ſpray, 
and cuery beaſt thatto his den was fled, 
comes forth afreſh out of their late diſmay, 
and to the light lift vp their drouping hed. 
So my ſtorme-beatcn hart likewiſe is cheared, 


With that ſun-ſhine when cloudy lookes are cleared, 


| SONNET XLI. ; 
Sither nature, or isit herwill, 
to be ſo cruellto an humbled foe? | 
if nature, then ſhe may it mend with skill : 
if will, then ſhe at will may will forgoc. 
But if her nature and her will be ſo, 
that ſhe will plaguethe manthac loues ber moſt : 
and take delightt'encreafe a wretches woe, 
then all her natures goodly gifts arcloſt, 
And thatſame glorious beauties idle boaſt, 
is but a baytſuch wretches to beguile, 
as becing long in her loues tempeſt toſt, 
ſhe meanes atlaſt to make her putiousſpoile. 
O fayreſt faire, let neuer it benamed, 
That ſo faire beauty was ſo fouly ſhatned. 


; SONNET XLIT. 
T Helone which meſo cruelly tormenteth, 
ſo pleaſing is in my extreameſtpaing, 


that 


SONNETS, 


that all the more my ſorrow it augmenteth, 
the more I loue and doeembrace my bane, 
Ne doe I wiſh (tor wiſhing were but vaine) 
to be acquittro my continuall ſmart : 
buticy,her thrall for euerto remaine, 
and yiel: for pledge my poore captiued hart ; 
The which thatitfrom her may ncuer ſtarr, 
let her, if pleaſe her, bind with Adamant chaine: 
and from all wandring loues which mote peruart, 
in {afe aſſurance ſtrongly itreſtraine. 
Onely let her abliaine from crueltie, 
And doe me not before my timeto dies 


SONNET XLIIL 
Cc HallT then filent be, or ſhall T ſpeake? 
and if T ſpeake, her wrath renewT ſhall : 
and if I filentbe, my hart will breake, 
or choked be with ouerflowing gall. 
What tyrannic is this, both my hartto thrall, 
and cke my rongue with proud reſtraintto tiez 
that neither I may ſpeake nor thinke atall, 
bur like a ſtupid ſtock in lilencedie? 
YetI my hartwith ſilence lecretly 
will teach to ſpeak, and myiuſt cauſe to plead ; 
and cke mine eyes with meeke humulitie, 
louc-learned I:tters to her cyesto read: 
Which ker deepe wit, thattrue harts thought can ſpell, 
Will ſoone conceiue, and learneto conſtrue well, 


SONNET XLIIIIL 


Hen thoſe renoumed noble Peeres of Greece, 
through ſtubbornepride among thelelues did ar, 
forgetfull of the famous golden flecce, 
then OKrPHx vs with hisharp their ſtrife did bar, 
But this continuall, cruel], ciwll war, 
thewhich my ſelfc againſt my ſelfe doe make: 
whilſt my weak powres of paſſions warreid arre, 
no sk1ll can ſtint, nor reaſon can aſlake. 
But when in hand my tuneleſſc harpe I take, 
then doe T more augment my foes deſpight: 
and griefe renew, and paſſions doe awake 
to battaile, freſh againſt my ſclfe to fight, 
Mong\t whom the more Iſeeketo ſettlepeace, 
Themorel find their maliceto increace.” 


SONNET XLYV. 
Eaue Lady in your glaſle of cryſtallcleane, 
your goodly ſelfe for eyermore to view : 
and in my ſelte, my inward ſelfe I meane, 
moſtliuely like behold your ſemblant true, 

With:n my hart, though hardly it can ſhew 
thing lo diuine toview of earthly eye: 
the faire Idea of your celeſtial] hew, 
and euery partremaines irnmortally : 

And were itnot that through your crueltie, 
with ſorrow dimmed and deformd it were, 
the goodly image of yourviſnomy, 
clearer thencryitall would therein appeare. 


But if your ſelfe in me yeplaine will ſee, ++ | - (bee. 
Remoue the cauſe by which-your fairc beames darkned 


SONNET XLVI. 
Hen myabodes prefixed timeis ſpent, 
my cruel] faire ſtraight bids me wend away : 


burthenfrom heauen moſt hideous ſtormes are ſent, 


as willing me againſt her will to ſtay, 

Whom then ſhallI, or heauen or herobey ? 
the heauens knowe beſt whatis the beſt for me : 
but as ſhe will, whoſewill my life doth ſway, 
my lower heauen, ſo itperforce muſt be. 

But yehigh heauens, that allthis ſorrowe ſee, 
fith all your tempeſts cannot hold me back, 
aſſivage your ſtormes, or el{= both you and ſhce, 
will both together me tooſorely wrack. 

Enough itisfor one man to ſuſtaine 

The {tormes » Which ſhe alone on me doth raine. 


SONNET XLVII. 
Ruſt not the treaſon of thoſe ſmiling lookes, 
yntill ye haue their guilefull traines well tride : 
for they are like but ynto golden hookes, 
thatfrom the fooliſh fiſhtheir bayrs doe hide: 
So ſhe with flattring ſmyles weake harts doth guide 
vnto her loue, and tempt to their decay; 
whom beeing caught, ſhe kills with crucll pride, 
and feeds at pleaſure on the wretched pray : 
Yeteuen whilſt her bloody bands them ſlay, 
her eyes looke louely, and vpon them file : 
that they take pleaſure in hercruell play, 
and dying, doethemſelues of oaunbegnile, 
O mightie charme which makes men louctheir bane, 
And thinke they die with pleaſure, live with paine. 


SONNET XLVIII. 
I Nnocent paper, whom too cruell hand 
did make the matter to auenge herire : 
and ere ſhe could thy cauſe well vnderſtand, 
did facrifizevnta the greedy fire. 
Wellworthy thou to haue found betterhire, 
then ſo bad end for hereticks ordained : 
yet bereſfie nor treaſon didſt conſpire, 
but plead thy Maiſters cauſe, vniuſtly pained. 
Whom ſhe, all carelefle of his y-_ conſtrained 
to vtter forth the anguiſh of his hart: 
and would not hearc,when hero her complained 
the pittious paſſion of his dying ſmart, 
Yetlue for cuer, though againgher will, 
And ſpeake her good, though ſhe requite it ill. 


SONNET XLULIX. 
E Ayre cruell, why are ye ſo fierce and cruell? 
Is it becauſe your eyes hauepower to kill ? 
then knowe that mercyisthe Mighties iewell, 
and greater olorythinke toſaue, then ſpill, 
But if it be your pleaſure andproud wyll, 
to ſhew the powre of your 1umperious eyes : 
then not on him that neuer thought you ill, 
but bend your force againſt your enemies. 
Let them feele th'vtmoſt of your cruelties, 
and kill with lookes, as Cockatrices doe: 
buthim that atyour footſtoole humbled lics, 
with merctfull regard, giue mercy to, 
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Such mercy ſhal vo make admyr'd to be, 
So ſhall you liue, by giuing life tome, 


SONNET L, 
L, Ong languiſhing in double malady, 
of my harts wound, and of my bodies pgriefe, 

there came to mea Leach, that would apply 

fir medcines for my bodies beſt rcliefe, 
Vaine man, quoth I, that haſt burlittle priefe, 

in deepe diſcouery of the minds diſeaſe ; 

i5not the hart of all the body chicfe? 

and rules the members as it ſelfedoth pleaſe ? 
Then with ſome cordialls ſeeke firſt to appeaſe 

the inward languor of my wounded hart, 

and then my body ſhall haue ſhortly eaſe : 

but ſuch ſweet cordialls paſſe Phyſitions art. 
Then my lifes Leach, doe you your skill reueale, 
And with one ſalue, both hart and body heale, 


SONNET LI. 


D Oe Inotſeetharfaireſt Images, 
of hardeſt Marble are of purpoſe made? 
for tharthey thould endurethrough many ages, 
nelettheir a Har moniments to fade, 
Why then doeT, vatraind in Louers trade, 
her hardneſle blame, which I ſhould more commend ? 
fith never ought was excellent aflayd, 
which was not hard tatchiue and bring to end. 
Ne oughtſo hard, bur he that would attend, 
mote ſoften it and to his wil allure : 
ſo doceT hopeherſtubborne hart to bend, 
and that it then more ſtedfaſt will endure. 
Onely my paines will be the more to get her, 
But hauiog her, my ioy will bethe greater. 


SONNET LIL 

O oft as homeward I from her depart, 

I goelike one that hauing loſt the field, 

is priſoner led away with heauy hart, 

deſpoyld of warlike armes and knowen ſhield. 
So doe I now my lelfe a priſoner yield, 

to ſorrow and toſolitarie paine : 

from preſence of my deareſt deare exild, 

long-whilealone inlanguour to remaine, 
Therelctno thought of igg, or pleaſure vaine, 

dare to approche, that may my ſolace breed: 

but ſudden dumps, and drery fad difdaine 

of all worlds gladnefle more my torment feed; 
So [ her abſence will my penaunce make, 
T hat of her preſenceI my meed may take, 


SONNET LIII. 

He Panther knowing that his ſpotted hide 

doth pleaſeall beaſts, but that his looks them fray : 
within a buſh his dreadfull head doth hide, 
to let them gaze, whilſt he on them may pray. 

Right ſo my cruell faire with me doth play. 

for with the goodly ſemblance of her hew, 
ſhe doth allure meto mine owne decay, 
and then no mercy will ynto mcſhew, 


Great ſhame it 15, thivg {o diuinen view, 
made for to be the worlds moſt ornament: 
to make the bayte her gazers to embrew, 

ood ſhames to beto 11] an inſtrumenr, 

But mercy doth with beaute beſt agt ee, 

As intheir maker ye them beſt may ſec. 


SONNET LIIIL, 

F this wolds Theater in which we ſtay, 

my Loue like the Spectator, idly fits, 
beholding metharall the pageantsplay, 
diſgu.ſing diuerſly my troubled wits, 

Sometimes [ 10y when glad occaſion firs, 
and maskein mirth like to a Comedy: 
ſoone after, when my ioy to ſorrow flits, 

I waile, and make my woes a Tragedic. 

Yet ſhe beholding mewith conſtant eye, 
delights notinnpy mirth, cor rues my ſmart : 
but when Tlaugh, ſhe mocks, and when I cry, 
ſhelaughes, and hardens eucrmore her hart. 

What then can moue her ? if nor mirth nor mone, 

She is no woman, but a {enſcleſle ſtone, 


SONNET LV. 

O oft as I herbeautie doe behold, 

and there-with doc her crueltic compare, 

I maruaile of what ſubſiance was the mould, 

the which her madeatronce fo cruell faire. 
Notearth ; for ber high thoughts more heu'nly are, 

not water; forherlouedoth buroe like fire : 

notayrec ;for ſheis notſo lightor rare, 

not fire; for ſhe doth fricze with faint deſire, 
Then needs another Element inquire 

whereof ſhe mote be made thatis, the skye. 

for, to the heauen her haughty lookes aſpire : 

and ckcher loue is pure itmmorrall hi. 
Thenſithto heauenyelikened are thebeſt, 
Be like in mercy asin all the reſt, 


SONNET LVI. 


FE Aire yee be ſure, but crucll and vnkind, 
as is a Tyre, that with rm__w— 
hunts after blood,when he by chance doth find 
a feeble beaſt, dothfelly him oppreſle, 
Fure be ye ſure, butproud and pitnleſle, 
as is aſtorme, that all things doth proſtrate : 
finding atrec aloneall comfortlefle, 
beats on it ſtrongly, it toruinate, 
Fayrebe ye ſurc, but hard and obſtinate, 
as isarocke amidſt the raging floods: 
gainſt which,a ſhip of ſuccour deſolate, 
doth ſuffer wreck both of herſc!fe and goods. 
Thar ſhip, that tree, and that ſame beaſt am I, 
Whom ye doe wreck, doe ruine, and deſtroy, 


SONNET LVIIL. 
Weert warriour, when ſhall Thauepeace with you ? 
«high time it is this warre now ended were ; 
which I no longer can endureto ſac, 
ne your inceſlant battry more to beare: 
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SONNETS, 
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So weake my powres,fo ſore my wounds appeare, 
that wonder is how I ſhould lea iot, 
ſeeing my hart through-launced cuery where 
with thouſand arrowes, which your eves hauc ſhot: 
Yet ſhoot ye ſharply fill, and ſpare me nor, 
but glory thinke to make theſe cruel! toures. 
ye cruell one,what glory can be gor, 
in ſlaying him that would live gJadly yours? 
Make peace therfore, and grant me timely grace, 
T batall my wounds will heale in little ſpace. 


SONNET LVIILI. 


By ber that is moſt aſſured to her ſelſe. 
Eake is th' aflurancethat weake fleſh repoſeth 
in her owne powre, and ſcorneth others ayde:; 
that ſooneſttals,when as ſhemoſt ſuppoleth- - 
her ſclfe aſſur'd,and is of noughr affraid. 
All ficſh is fraile, and ail her ſtrength voſtayd, 
like a vaine bubble blowen vp with ayre : 
deuouring time & changefull chance haue prayd, 
hcr glorious pride that none may it repaire, 
Ne noneſo rich cr wiſe, fo ſtrong or faire, 
bur faileth, truſting on his owne affurance : 
and hethat ſtandeth oo the higheſt ſtayre 
falls loweſt : for on earth nought hath endurance. 
Why then do yeproud faire,miſdeeme fo farre, 
That to your lelie ye mol? afjuredarre. 


SONNET LIX. 
Hriſe happy ſhe, that isſo well aflur'd 
vnto her ſclfe, andſetled fo in hart: 
that neither will for better be allur'd, 
nefeard with worſe to any chance to (tart, 
But like a ſteddy ſhip, doth — part 
the raging waues, and keepes her courſe aright: 
ne ought for tempeſt doth from ir depart, 
ne ought for fayrer weathers falſe delight. 
Such ſelfe affurance need not feare the ſpight 
of grudging foes, ne fauour ſeeke of friends : 
bur in the 'ay of her owne ſtedfaſt might, 
neither to one her ſelfe nor other beds. 
Moſt happy ſhe that moſt aſlur'd dothreſt, 
Buthe moſt happy who ſuch oneloues beſt. 


SONNET LX, 


Hey thatin courſe of heauenly ſpheares are skild, 
to euery planct point his ſundry yeare: 
in which her circles voyages fulfild, 
as MA R$ inthreefcore yecres doth run his ſpheare, 
So fince the winged God his planet clearc, 
began in meto moue, one yeareis ſpent: 
the which doth longer vnto me appeare, 
then all thoſe fortie which my life out-went. 
Thenby that count, which louers bookes jnucnt, 
the ſpheareofC v Þ 1 D fortie yeares containes: 
which haue waſtedin Jong laoguiſhment, 
thatſcemd the longer for my greater paines, 
But let my Loues faireplaner ſhort her waies, 
This yccreenſuing, orelic ſhort my dayes. 


| SONNET LXIl, 
He glorious 1mageof the Makers beaurie, 
my ſoucraigne ſaint, the Idoll of my thought, 
dare not henceforth aboue the bounds of dutie, 
t accuſe of pride,orraſhly blame for ought. 
For, beeing as ſhe is, diuinely wrought, 
and of the brood of Angels heau'niy borne: 
and with the crew of blefled Saints vpbrought, 
each of which did her wichtheir giits adorne 3 
The bud of ioy, the bloflome of the morne, 
the beame of light, whom mortall eyes adwire : 
what reaſon is itthen but ſhe ſhould ſcorne 
bate things, that to her loue too bold aſpne? 
Suck heau'nly formes ought rather worſhipr bee, 
Then darebe lou'd by mien of mcane degree. 


SONNET LXIIL 
He wearie yeere his race now hang ranne, 
the new begins his comp.ſt courſe new : 
with ſhew of morning mylde he hath begun, 
betokening peace and plentie io eniew, 

Soletvs, which this change of weather view, 
change cekeour minds, and former liues amend, 
the old yeares ſinnes forepaſt let vs eſchew, 
and flicthe faults with which we did offend. 

Then ſhallthenew yecres ioy forth freſhly ſend, 
into the glooming world his gladſomerav : 
andall theſeſtormes which now his beautie blend, 
ſhall turne tocalmes, and timely cleareaway. 

So, likewiſe Loue, cheareyou your heauy fpright, 

And change old yeares annoy, to new delight, 


SONNET LXIIT. 
A Fter long ſtormes and tempeſts ſa aſſay, 
which hardly I endured keeretofore, 
in dread of death, and dangerous dilinay, 
with which my filly barke was tofled ſore: 
I doeatlength deſcry the happy ſhore, 
in which I hope cre long for to arriue: 
faire ſoyle itſeemes from far, 8 fraughtwith ſtore 
of all thatdeare anddaintic is aliue. 
Moſt happy he, thatcan at laſt atchiue, 
the ioyous ſateric of fo ſweet areſt ; 
whoſeleaſt delight ſufficeth ro depriue 
remembrance of allpaines which bim oppreſt. 
All painesarenothing inreſpeRt ofthis, 
All ſorrowes ſhortthat gaine crernall blis, 


SONNET LXIIIIL 
C Omming to kille herlips (ſuch grace found) 
meeſcemd T (ſmelta garden of ſweet flowres : 
that dainty odours from them threw around, 
for damzels fit to decke their lovers bowres. 
Her lips did ſmell like voto Gilliflowers, 
her ruddy checks, hike ynto Roſes red: 
her ſnowy browes like budded Bellamoures, 
her louely eyes, like Pinks bur newly ſpred, 
Her goodly boſome, like a Strawberry bed, 
hernecke, like to a bunch of Cullambines: 
her breſt hike Lillies, ere their leaues be ſhed, 
her nipples like young bloſſomd leflemines: 


D 3. Such 


SONNETS. 
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Such fragrant fiowres doe giue moſt odorous ſmell , 
Buther ſweet odour did them all excell, 


SONNET LXV. 
T He doubt which.ye miſdeeme, faire Joue, 1s vaine, 
that fondly feare to loſe your libertie, 
when loſing one, twoliberties ye gaine, 
and make him bound that bondage carſt did flie, 
Sweet be the bands, the which trace loue doth tie, 
without conſtraint, or dread of any ill: 
the gentle bird feeles no captiuity 
within her cage, but ſings, and feeds her fill. 
There pride dare not approche, nordiſcord ſpill 
the league twixtthemn, that loyallloue hath bound: 
but imple truth and mutuall good will, 
ſeckes with ſweetpeaceto falue each others wound: 
There faith doth fearelefſe dwell in braſen towre, 
And ſpotleſle pleaſure builds her ſacred bowre, 


SONNET LXVI. 
T O allthoſe happy bleſſings which ye haue, 
with plentious hand by heauen vpon you throwne, 

this one diſparagement they ro you gaue, - 
that ye yourloue lent to ſo meane a one. 

Yee whoſc high worths ſurpaſſing paragon, 
could noton earth haue found one titfor mate, 
ne but in heauen matchable to none, 
why did ye ſtoupe vnto fo lowely ſtate? 

But yethereby much greater glorie gate, 
then had ye ſorted with a Princes peere* 
for, now your light doth more it {eife dilate, 
and in my darknefle, greater doth appearc. 

Yet fince your ligathath oncecniumin'd me, . 


With my reflex, yours ſhall encreaſed be, p. 


SONNET LXVII. 


L, Ike as a huntſman after weary chace, 
ſceing the gamefrom him eſcapeaway, 
ſits downe to reſt him in ſomeſhadie place, 
with panting hounds beguiled of their pray : 
©o after long purſute and vaine aſlay, 
whenT all wearic had the chace forſooke, 
the gentle Deere returnd theſelfc-ſame way, 
thinking to quench her thirſt at thenext brooke : 
There ſhe beholding me with milder looke, 
ſought not to flie, bur feareleflc ſtill did bide: 
till T in hand heryethalfetrembliog tooke, 
and with her owne good will, herfirmely tyde, 
Strange thing me ſeemdto ſee a beaſtſo wild, 
So goodly wonne, with her owne will beguild. 


SONNET LXVIII. 
Oſt glorious Lord of life, that on this day, 
M didſt make thy triumph ouer death and fin : 
and having harrowd hell, didſt bring away 
captiuitie thence captiue, vs towin: 
This joyous day, deare Lord, withioy begin, 
and grantthat weforwhom thou diddeſt die, 
beeing with thy deare blood cleane waſhtfrom fin, 
may liue for cuerinfelicitie: 


And tharthy loue we wei ghing werthily, 
may likewiſc loue thee for the ſame ag2ine : 
and for thy ſake, that all like deare didft buy, 
with loue may oneanother eatertaine, * 
So let vs loue, deare Louec, hke as we ought, 
Loucis the leflon which the Lord vs raughe. 


SONNET LXIX., 
He famous warriors of the anticke world, 
vid trophees to erect in ſtately wiſe: 
in which they would the records haue enrold, 
of their greatdeedes and valarous cmpriſe. 
What trophcethen ſhall T moſt fit deuiſe, 
in which I may recordthe memorie 
of my loues conqueſt, pecrcleſſe beauties priſe, 
adorn'd with honour, loue, and chaſtitic. 
Euen this verſe, vowd to eternitic, 
ſhall be thercofimmortall moniment : 
and tell her praiſe to all polteritie, 
that may admire ſuch worlds rare wondermen: ; 
The happy purchaſe of my glorious ſpoil, 
Gotren at laſt with labour andlopg roile. 


SONNET LXX. 
F Reſh Spring, the herald of loues mightic king, 
in whole coat-armour richly are diſplayd 
all ſorts of lowres the which on earth do ſpring, 
in goodly colours, gloriouily arrayd. '.. 
Goe to my loue, where ſhes carelcfle layd, 
yetin her winters bowre not well awake: 
tel] her the 10yous time will not be ſtaid, 
vnleſſe ſhe doe himby the forelocktake, 
Bid her therefore her ſelfc ſoone ready make, 
to wait on loue amongſt his louely crew: 
where euery onethat miſſeth. then her make, 
ſhall be by him amcarſt with penance dew. 
Make haſt therefore ſweet loue, whilſt it is prime, 
For none can call againe the paſſed time. 


SONNET LXXI. 
I Toy to ſee how in your drawen worke, 
yourſclfe vnto the Bee ye doe compare; 
and me vnto the Spyder, that doth lurke 
in cloſe await, tocatch her vnaware : 
Rightſo yourſelfe were caught in cunning ſnare 
of a deare foe, and thralled to his loue : 
in whoſe ſtreight bands yenow captiued are 
ſo firmely,that ye ncuer may remoue. 
But as your worke is wouen all abour, 
with Woodbind flowers and fragrant Eglantine: 
ſo ſweet your priſon you intime ſhall proue, 
with many deare delights bedecked fine, 
And all thenceforth eternall peace ſhall ſee, 
Berweene the Spyder and the gentle Bee. 


SONNET LXXII. 
O Fr when my ſpirit doth fpred her bolder wings, 
in mind to mount yp to the pureſt skic : 
it downe is weigh'd with thought of carthly things, 
and clogd with burden of mortalitic, 


Where 


SONNETS, 


Where, when that ſoueraigne beautieit doth (py, 
reſembling heauens glory inherlight: 


drawne with ſweet pleaſures bayt, it back doth flic, 


and ynto heaven forgets her former flight. 
There wy fraile fancic ted with full delight, 
doth bathe in bliſſe, and mantleth moſt atcaſe *: 
ne thinks of other heauen, but how it might 
her harts defire with moſt contentment plealc. 
Hart need not wiſh none other happineſle, 
But heere on earth to haue ſuch heauens bliſle. 


SONNET LXXIIL 
B Ecing my lelfe captiucd heercin care, 
my hart, whom none with ſeruile bands can tic: 
but the fairetreſſes of your golden haire, 
breaking his priſon, forth to you doth flie, 
Like as a bird, thatin ones hand doth ſpy 
deſired food, to it doth make his flight : 
euen ſo my hart, that wont on your fairc eyc 
to feed his fill, flies backe vnto your fight. 
Docyouhim take, and in your bolome bright, 
gently encage, that he may be your thrall: 
pethaps hethere may lJearne with raredelight, 
to ſing your name andprayſcs ouer all, 
That it heercatter may you not repent, 
Himlodgingin your boſome to haue lent, 


SONNET LXXIIII. 


M Oſt happy letters fram'd by skiltull trade, 
with whichthat happy name was firſt deſynd, 


the which three times thrice happy hath me made, 


with gifts of body, fortune, and ot mind, 
The ff my becing to me gaue by kind, 
from mothers wombe deriu'd by due deſcent, 
the ſecond, is my ſoucraigne Queene molt kind, 
that honour and large riches to me lent, 
The third, my loue, my lives laſt ornament, 
by whom my ſpirit outof duſt was raiſed: 
to ſpeake her praiſe and glory excellent, 
of all aliue moſt worthy to be praiſed. 
YethreeEL1zABz TH s forcucrliue, 
That threeſuch graces did ynto me giue. 


SONNET LXXYV. 
O Neday I wrote her namevpon theſtrand, 
but came the waucs and waſhed it away: 
againe, I wroteit with aſecopd hand, 
but came the tyde, and made my paines his pray. 
VYaine man, ſaid ſhe, that dooſt in vaine allay, 
a mortallthing ſo toimmortalize, 
for I my (clfe Mal like to this decay, 
and eke my name be wiped outlikewife, 
Notſo, quoth1I, letbaſer things dewlſe 
_ todiein duſt, but you ſhall live by fame : 
my verſe your vertuesrare ſhall eternize, 
and in the heauens write your glorious name, 
Where, when as death ſhall all the world ſubdew, 
Our louc ſhall liue, and later life renew. 


SONNET LXXVI. 
E Aire boſome fraught with vertues riches treaſure, 
the neſt of loue, the lodging of delight, 


the bowre of bliflc, the paradifc of vlealure, 
the lacred harbour of that heauenly ſoright; 
How was I rauiſht with your louely fight, 
and imy frule thoughts too raſhly led aſtray 2 
whiles diuing deepe through amorous infzht, 
on the ſweet {poile of be:utie they did Pray. 
And twixt her paps, like carly fruiter1on May, 
whoſe harueſt ſeed to haſten now apace 
they looſely did their wanton wings difplay, 
and thereto reſt themſelues 41d boldly place. 
Sweet thoughts, I enuic yourſo happy ret, 
Which oftI withr, yer neuer was lo bleſt, 


SONNET LXXVyIL 
As it adreame, or did Ice it plaine, 
a goodly table of pure Iuorie : 
all ipred with juncats, fitto entertaine 
the greateſt Prince with pompous roialty, 
Monglt which, therein a filuer diſh did ly 
two golden apples of vnvalewdprice : 
far paſſing thoſe whichHzRcvris s cameby, 
orthoſewhichATALANT a didentice, * 
Exceeding ſ{weet, yet void of finfull vice, 
that many ſought, yet none could cuer taſte, 
{weet fruite of pleaſure, brought from Paradiſe : 
by Louc himſelfe, ard in his garden plaite, 
Her breſt thattable was ſo richly ſpred, 
My thoughts the gueſts, which would thereon haue fed. 


SONNET LXXVIII, 
| Acking my loue, I goefrom place to place, 
like a young Fawne, that late hath loſt the Hind ; 
and ſeeke each where, wherelaſt I ſaw her face, 
whoſe image yetl carry freſh in mind. 
I ſecke the fields with ber late footing {ynd, 
I ſeeke her bowre with her late preſence decker, 
yet norin field nor bowrel can her find; 
yer field and bowre are fuil of her aſpeQ ; 
But when mine eyes Itherevyntodire&, 
they idly backe returne to meagaine, 
and whenT hope ro ſce theirtrue obie, 
I find my ſelfe but fed with fancies vaine, 
Ceafethen mine eyes,to {eeke her ſelfe to lee, 


Andlet my thoughts behold her lelfe in mee. 
SONNET LXXIX, 


M En call youfaire, and you doecreditit, 
for that your ſelfe ye daily ſuch doe ſee ; 
but the truefaire, that is the gentle wit, 
and yertuous mind, is much more praifd of me : 
For all the reſt, how euer faireit be, 
ſhall turne to nought and loſethar glorious hew : 
but onely that is permanent and free 
from fraile corruption, that doth fleſh enſew. 
That is rrue beautie: that doth argue you 
to be diuine, and borne of heauenly ſeed : 
deriu'd from that faire Spirit, from whom all true - 
and perfe&@ beautiedid at firſtproceed: 
He onely faire, and what he faire hath made, 


All other faire like lowres yarimely fade. 
S ON- 


SONNETS. 
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SONNET LXXX 
Frerſo long a race asT haverunne 
through Facry lJand,whichthoſe ſix books compile, 
Ciuc l[eaueto reſt me being halfe foredonne, 
and gather to my ſelfenew breath awhile, 
Then as a ſteed refreſhed after toile, 
out of my priſon I will breake anew : 
and ſtouty will that ſecond worke aſloile, 
with ſtrong cadeuour and attention due. 
Til: then giuc leaue to me, in pleaſant mew 
to {port my Muſe, and fing my loues ſweet praiſe; 
the contemplition of whoſe heauenly bew, 
my ſpirit to au higherpitch will raiſe, 
But er her praiſes yet be Jowe and meane, 
Fittor the handmayd of the Facry Queene, 


SONNET LXXXI, 
FE Aire is my Loue, when her faire golden haires, 
with the looſe wind ye wauing chance to marke: 
faire when the roſe 1n herred checkes appeares, 
or in her eyes the fire of loue doth ſparke. 
Faire when her breſt like a rich laden barke, 
with precious merchandize the forth doth lay : 
faire when that cloud of pride, which oftdoth darke 
her goodly lightwith ſmiles ſhe driues away. 
Burtarreſt ſhe, whenſo ſhe doth diſplay, 
the gate with pearles and rubies richly dight: 
through which her wordsfſo wife do make their way 
to beare the rac{ſage of her gentle ſpright: 
Thereſt bc works of Naturcs wonderment, 
Bur this the worke of harts aſtoniſhment, 


SONNET LXXXII 

] Oy of tmylite,full oft for louing you 

I bI:ffe my Jor, that was ſo lucky placed: 

but then the inore vour owne mishap I rew, 

thatarc to much by ſo meanc loue embaled. 
For had the cquali heauens ſo much you graced 

10 thisas in the reſt, ye mote inuent 

ſome heauenly wit, whoſe verſe could haue enchaced 

yourglorious name in golden moniment. 
Bur fince yedeignd ſo goodly to relent 

to me your thrall, in whom is !ittle worth, 

that hittlethatTam, ſhall all be ſpent, 

inſetting yourimmortallprayſes forth: 
Whoſe loftic argument vplifting mee, 
Shall lift you vp vato an high depree. 


SONNET LXXXIIL. 
M Y huygry eyes,through greedy couctize, 
ſtill ro behold the obie& of their paine: 
with no contentment can themſelues ſuffize, 
but hauing pine, and hauing not complaine. 
Forlacking it, they cannot life ſuſtaine: 
and (ecing it, they gxzeon itthe more: 
intheiramazementlickeNAaRcCrs5v $vaine, 
whole eyes him ſtaru'd: fo plentic makes me pore, 
Yetare mine cyes ſo filled withthe ſtore 
of that fire ſight, thatnothing elſe they brooke : 
butloathe the thipgs whichthey did like before, 
and can no morecndure onthem to looke, 


All this worlds glory ſeemethvaine to me, 
And all their ſhewes but ſhadowes, ſauing ſhe. 


SONNET LXXXIIIL 
& Et not one ſparke of filthy Juſtfall fire ; 
breake out, that may her ſacred peace molcſt : 
ne one light glance ofſenſuall deſire, 
atterptto worke her gentle minds vnreſt, 
But pure afteCtions bred in ſpotleſſe breſt, 
and modeſtthoughts breath'd tro wel rempred ſpirits, 
goevilite ber, in her chaſte bowre of reſt, 
accompanide with Ange-likedelights. 
There fill your ſelfe with thoſe moſt ioyous fights, 
the which my ſelfe could neuer yet attain: 
but ſpeake no word to her of thele ſad plights, 
which hertoo conſtant ſtiffeneſle doth conſtraine. 
Onely behold her rareperfeQion, 
Andbleile your fortunes faire eietion, 


SONNET LXXXV. 


T He world that cannot deeme of worthy things, 
whenT doe praiſc her, ſay Idoeburflatter : 

{o doth the Cuckow, when the Mauis ſings, 

begin his witleſle note apace to clatter, 
But they that skill not of fo heauenly marter, 

all thar they knowe not, enuy or admire, 

rather then enuy letthem wonder at her, 

but notto deeme of her deſert aſpire. 
Deepe inthe cloſet of my parts entire, 

herworth is written with a golden quill: 

that me with heauenly furie doth inſpire, _ 

and my glad mouth with her ſweerprailes fill. 
Which when as Famcin her ſhrill tromp ſhall thunder, 
Letthe world chuſeto cnuic or ro wonder. 


SONNET LXXXVI, 
V Enemous tongue, tipt with vile Adders ſting, 
of that ſelfe kind with which the Furies fell 
their ſnakic heads doe combe, from which a ſpring 
ofpoyloned words, and ſpightfull ſpeeches well; 

Let all the plagues and horrid paines of hell, 
ypon thee fall for thine accurſed hite: | 
that with falſe forged lies, which thou didſt tell, 
in my true loue did ſtirre vp coales of ire, 

The ſparkes whercoflert kindle thine owne fire, 
andcatching hold on thine owne wicked hed 
copſumethee quite, that didſt with guile conſpire 
in my ſweet peace ſuch breaches to haue bred. 

Shame bethy miced, and miſchiefe thy reward, 

Due to thy ſelfe, that it for me prepard. 


SONNET LXXXVII, 
S InceI did leaucthe preſence of my loue, 
many long wearie dayes I haueout-worne: 
and many nights, thatſlowely ſeed to moue 
their ſadprotratfrom cuening vatill morne, 
For, whenas day the heauendoth adorne, 
I wiſh that night the noyous day would end: 
and when as nighthath ys of light forlorae, 
* Iwiſhtharday wouldſhortly reaſcend, R 
Thus 


SONNETS, 


ON th. 


T'ans [ the tir. c with expectation ſpend, 
and fine my gri-fe with changes to beguile, 
that firther {cemes his terme ſtill to extend, 
and raaketh eucry minute ſec:me a mile, 

So fOrrow ſtill doth ſeeme too long to laſt, 

But ioyous houres doe flic away too faſt, 


SONNET LXXXVIII. 


InceT have lackt the comfort of that light 
the which was wontto lead my thoughts aſtray, 
I wander as in darkneſle of the night, 
afraid of eucry dangers leaſt diſmay. 
Ne oughtT ſee, thoughin the cleareſt day, 
when others gaze vpon their ſhadowes vane: 
but th'oncly image of that heauecnly ray, 
whereof ſome glancedoth in mine eye remaine. 
Of which beholding the 1d xaplaine, 
through contemplation of my pureſt part, 
with hight thereof I doe my ſelfe ſuſtaine, 
and thereon feed my loue-aftamiſht hart. 
Burt with ſuch brightnes whilſt T fill my mind, 
I ſtaruemy body, and mine eyes doe blind. 


SONNET LXXXIX, 


L Ike as the Culuer onthe bared bough, 

firs mourning forthe abſence of her mate: 
and in her ſongs ſends many a wiſhfull vew, 
for his returnethat ſeemes to linger late; 

So I alone, now left diſconſolate, ._. 
mourneto my ſelfe the abience of my loue: 
and wandring hereand there all deſolate, 


ſecke with my plaints to march that mournfull Doue 2 


Ne ioy of ought thatynder heauen doth houe, ' 
can comfort me, buther owne joyous fight: + 
whole fw2et aÞe both God and mancan moue, 
in hcr vuſported pleaſauns to delight, 

Darke is my J1y, whilcs her farre lightT mis, 

And dead my !ife thar wants ſuch liuely blis, 


N youth, before I wexcd old, 
The blinded boy, V x Nv $ baby, 
For wantof cunning made mee bold, 
Tn bitter hiue to grope for hoany : 
But when he ſaw me ſtung and cry, 
He tooke his wings and away did flie. 


| 


_—_—— 
. 


SDrans hunted on aday, 
She chaunſtto come where Cv P x D lay, 
his quiuer by his head: 
One of his thafls ſhe ſtole away, 
And one of hers did cloſe conuay, 
into the others ſtcad : 
With that Loue wounded my Loues hart, 
But D1AaNE beaſts withCvP1D s dart, 


— —_Y I——_— — 
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Saw, in ſecret to my Dame 
How little C v p 1 Þ humbly came: 
and ſaid to her, All haile my mother. 
But when heſaw me !augh, for ſhame 
His face with baſhfull blood did me, 
notknowingVENy s from the other. 
Then,neuerbluſhC v Þ 1D, quoth I 
For many haue err'd in this beaurie, 


V Pon aday, asLouelay feetly flumbring 
all in his mothers lap: 
A gentle Beewith his loud trumpet murm'ring, 
about him flew by hap. 
Whereof when he was wakened with the noiſe, 
and ſawthe beaſt ſo ſmall: 
Whats this (quoth he) that giues ſo great a voice, 
that wakens men withall>- - - =_ 
In avgry wiſe he flies about, 
And threatens all with courage ſtour. 


JI—_S 
———_— 


T O whom his mother cloſely ſmiling ſaid, 
twixt earneſt and twixt game : 
See thou thy ſelfe likewiſe art little made, 
if thou regard the ſame, 
And yet thou ſuffteſt neither gods in skic, 
nor menin earth to reſt : 
But when thou art diſpoſed cruelly, 
their fleepe thou dooſt moleſt. 
Then cither change thy crueltie, 
Or giuc like leaue ynto the flie. 


J—_ 


would needs the flie purſue : ; 


N Athleſſe, the cruell boy not ſo content, 


' And in his hand with heedlefſe hardiment, 


him caughrfor to ſubdue, 
Bur when on ithe baſtic hand did lay, 
the Bee him ſtung therefore : 
Now ourtalas, he cride,and wele-away, 
I wounded am full fore:. 
Theflye that I ſo much did ſcorne, 
Hath hurt me with his little horne. 


Nto his mother ſtraight heeweeping came, 
and of his griefe complained : 
Who could notchuſe but laugh at his fond game, 
though ſad to ſee him pained. 


Thinkenow (quoth ſhe) my ſonne, how greatthe ſmart 


of thoſe whom thou dooſt wound : 
Full many thou haſt pricked to the hart, 
that pittie neuer found : x 
Therefore henceforth ſome pitrie take, 
When thou dooſtſpoilc of Louers make, 
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GH rooke him ſtraight full pittiouſly lamenting, T He wanton boy was ſhortly well recured 


and wrapt him in herſ{mock : 
Shee wrapt him ſoftly, all the while repenting, 
that he the fie did mock. 
She dreſt his wound, and itembau)med well, 
with {aluc of ſoucraigne mighr : 
And then ſhe bath'd him in adaintie well, 
the well ofdeare delight. 
Who would not oft be ſtung as this, 
To be ſobath'dinY Exv s blis ? 


of that his malady: 
But hee, ſoone after, freſh againe enured 
his former crueltie, 
And fince that time he wounded hath my (elfe 
with his ſharpe dart of loue : 
And now forgets the cruell careleſle clte, 
lus mothers heaſt to proue. 
So now Ilangwiſh, rill he pleaſc 
My piniog anguiſh to appeaſe, 
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E learned Siſters, which haue oftentimes 
Bcen to me ayding, others to adorne, 


EPITHALAMION. 


ds E Nymphes of Mulla, which with carefull heed 
The fiJuer {caly trouts doe tend full well, 


Whom ye thought worthy of your gracefull rimes, And greedy pikes which vic therein to fecd, 


That even tie greateſt d1d not great.v {corne 

To heare their names {ung in your limple layes, 
But1oyed 10 their praiſe; : 
And when ye lift your owne mishaps to mourne, 
Which death, or louc, or fortunes wreck did ratle, 
Your ſtring could ſoone to fadder tenor turne, 
And teach the woods and waters to lament 

Your dolcfull Jreriment: 

Now lay thoſe forrowfull complaints afide, 

And hamng all your heads with girlands crownd, 
Helpe me mine owne loues praifestorefound, 
Ne let theſame of any be enuide: 

SoORPHE v S$didfor his owne bride : 

So I vnto my lelte alone will ting 3 

The woods ſhallto me an{wer,and my ecchoring. 


E Arly before the worlds light giuing lampe 

His golden beamevpon the hils doth ſpred, 
Hauing diſperſt *' © a1p hts vochearefull dampe, 
Doe yea"” .ac, and with freſh luſtichead, 

Go to the bowre of my beloued loue, 

My trueſt Turtle-doue, 

Bid her awake; for HY M x N is awake, 

And.long fince ready forth his maske to moue, 
With his br! ght Teadthar flames with many a flake, 
An1 many a bachelor to waite on him, 

In their geth garments trim. 

Bid her awake therefore, and ſoone her dight, 

For loe the wiſhed day 15 come atlaſt, 

T hat ſhall for all the panes andſorrowes paſt, 

Pay to her vſury of long delight: 

And whilſt ſhe doth her dight, 

Doe yeto her of joy and ſolace ſing, 

Thatall the woods may anſwer, and youreccho ring, 


B Ring with you a]]the Nymphes that you can heare 
Both of the Ritters and the Forreſts greene: 

Ani of the Sca that ve1ghbours to her neare, 

All «. ith gay girlands goodly well beſcene. 

And letthem alto with them bring 10 hand 

Another gay girland, 

For my faire Louc,of Lillies and of Roſes, 

Bound true-loue wiſe, with a blew filke riband, 

And letthem make great ſtore of bridaie poſes, 
Andletthem ekebriog ſtore of other flowers 

To deck the bridale bowers. 

And let the ground whereas her foote ſhall tread, 
For feare the ſtones her tender foot ſhould wrong, 
Be ſtrewed with fragrant lowers all along, 

And diapred lixe the diſcoloured mead, 

Which done, doe at her chamber dore await, 

For ſhewill waken ſtrait, 

The whales doe yethis long vnto her ing, ; 
The woods ſhall co you antwer, and your ecchoring. 


(Thote trouts and pies all others doe excel!) 
And yelikewife which keepe the ruſhic lake, 
Where none doe fiſhes take, 

Bind vp the locks the which hang ſcatter light, 
And in his waters which your nurror make, 
Behold your faces as the cryitall bright, 

That when you come whereas my Louc doth lic, 
No blemuſh ſhe may ſpie. 

And ckeyelightfoot mayds which keepethe dore, 
That on the hoary mountaine vſe to towre, 

And the wilde Wolues which {eck themro deuoure, 


With your ſtcele darts doe chace from comming neere, 


Be alſo preſent heere, 
To helpe to deck her, and to helpe to ſing, 
T hat all the woods may anſwer, aud yourecchoring, 


W Ake now my Loue, awake; for it is time, 
Therofie Morne long finceleft Tirnons bed, 

All ready to her filuer coach to clime, 

AndProesy s gins to ſhew his glorious head, 

Harke how the cheerefull birds do chaunt their laies, 

And carroll of louespraiſe, 

The merry Larke her mattins fings aloft, 

The Thruſh replies, the Mauis deſcant playes, 

The Ouzell ſhrils, the Ruddock warbles ſoft, 

So goodly all agree with fwcetconſent, 

To this daics meriment, 

Ah my deere Loue, why doe yeſleepe thus long, 

When meecter were that ye ſhould now awake, 

T' awaitthe comming of yourioyous make, 

And hearken to the birds loue-lcarned ſong, 

The deawy leaues among : 

For they ot ioy andplealance to youſing, 

That all the woods them anfiwer, and their eccho ring, 


Y Loue is now awake out of her dreame, 
And her faire eyes like ſtarres that dimmed were 
Wh darkſome cloud, now ſhew their goodly beames 
More brightthen HE$SP x Rv $ his head dothrere. 
Come now ye damſels, daughters of delight, 
He)pe quickly her to dight, 
But firſt come yefaiiehoures which were begot 
Iniov  s ſweetparadile, of Day and Night, 
Which doe the ſeaſons of the yeare allot, 
And all that euer in this worldis faire, 
Doe make and ſtill repaire. 
And ye threc handmayds of the Cyprian Queen, 
The which doe ſtill adorne herbeauties pride, 
Helpe to adorne my beaurifulleſt bride: 
And as ye her array, ſtill throw betweene 
Some graces tobe feene : 
AndasyevſctoVENy s,to her fing, ; 
The whiles the woods ſhall anfiver, & your eccho ring. 
EF. 


m_ 
OEEY nj 


<h_—— 
A ens ws nn. 


MOI RE yl 
a—_ IG A att ri ref phe eaoee Hei rected; - wo Eds ons 


Now 


"ena gps 


I = a cn 


<D— enkn 


EPITHALAMION. 


Ow 1s my Louc all ready forth to come, 
Let ali the virgins therefore well await, 
And ye freſh boyes that tend vpon her groome, 
Prepare yourlſclues, for he 1s comming ſtrait. 
Set all your things in ſeemely geod aray, 
Fit for {o ioyfull day : 
Theioytulſt day thatcuer ſunne did ſee. 
Faire Sun, ſhew forth thy fauourable ray, 
And letthy life-full heat not feruent be, 
For feare of burning her ſunſhiny face, 
Her beautie to diſgrace. 
OfaireſtPnoes ys, father of the Muſe, 
If euer I did honour thee arighr, 
Or ſing thething, that mote thy mind delight, 
Doe not thy ſeruants ſimple boone refulc, 
Bur let this day, letthis one day be mane, 
Let all thereſt be thine. 
Then I thy ſoueraine prayſes loud will fing, 


That all the woods ſhall anſwere,and their eccho ring. 


H Arke how the Mioſtrils gin to ſhrill aloud 
Their merry mulick that reſounds from far, 
Thepipe, the taber, and the trembling Croud, 

That well agree withouten breach or 1ar. 

Burt moſt of all, the Damzels doe dclate, 

When the) their tymbrels ſmute, 

And thereunto doc daunce and carroll ſweet, 

That all theſcaſes they doe rauiſh quite, 

Thewhiles the boyes run vp and downe the ſtreet, 
Crying aloud with ſtrong confuſed noice, 

As 1f it were one voyce, 

HyMzNn, 10 HYMEN, HYMEN they doeſhour, 
That cuen to the heauens their ſhouting ſhrill 

Doth reach, and all the firmament doth fill; 

To which the people ſtanding all about, 

As in approuancedocthereto applaud, 

And loud aduaunce her lJaud, 

And euermorethey HyMEn HYMEN ling, 
Thatall the woods them anſwer, and their eccho ring 


L, Oe where ſhe comes along with portly pace, 
LikePHo Et BE, from her chamber of the Eaſt, 
Ariſing forth to run her mightie race, 

Clad all in white, that ſeemes avirgin beſt. 

So well it her beſcemes, that ye would weene 

Some Angell ſhe had been. 

Her long looſe yellow lockslike golden wire, 
Sprinkled with pearle, &perling flowresatweene, 
Doelikea golden mantlcher attire: 

And beeing crowned with a girland greene, 
Secmelike ſome mayden Queene. 

Her modeſt eyes abaſhed to behold 

So many gazers, as on her do ſtare, 

Vpon thelowly ground afhxed are; 

Nedareliftvp her countenance too bold, 

But bluſh to heare her prayſes ſung ſo loud, 

So farre from becing proud. 

Nathlefle doe ye ſtill loud her prayſes ſing, | 
Thatall the woods may anſwer,and your eccho ring. 


T Ell me ye Merchants daughters, did ye {ce 


So faire a creature in your towne before? 


So ſweet, ſo louely, and lo mild asſhee, 

Adornd with keauties grace and vertues itore: 

Her goodly eyeslike Saphyres ſhining bright, 

Her forchead Tuorie white, 

Her cheekes like apples which the ſun hath rudded, 
Her lips like cherries charming mento bite, 

Her breſtlike to abowle of creame yncrudded, 

Her paps hike lillies budded, 

Her ſnowic neckelike to a marble towre, 

Andall herbodielike apalace faire, 

Aſcending vp with many a ſtately itaire, 

To honours ſeate, and chaſtities ſweet bowre. 
Why ſtand ye ſtill yevirgins in amaze, 

Vpon herſo to gaze, | 

Whiles ye forget your former lay toſing, 

To which the woods did anſwer, and your ecchoring. 


B Vt if ye ſaw that which no eyes can ſee, 
The inward beautic of her huely ſpright, 
Garniſhr with heauenly gifts of high degree, 
Much more then would ye wonder at that ſight, 
And ſtand aftoniſht like to thoſe which red 
MEDVSAE $ mazefull head, 

There dweils ſweet loue and conſtant chaſtirie, 
Voſpotred faith, and comely womanhood, 
Regard of honour, and mild modeſtie, 

There Vertue raignes as Queene in royall throne, 
And giueth Jawes alone, | 
The which the baſe afteions doe obey, 

And yeeld their ſeruices vnto her will, 

Ne thought of thing vacomely euer may 
Thereto approach to tempther mind to ll, 


' Had ye onceſcencetheſc her celeſtiall treaſures, 


And ynreucaledpleaſures, 
Then would ye wonder, and herprayſes ſing, 
That all the woods ſhould anſiver, and your eccho ring. 


O Penthe temple gates vnto my Loue, 
Open them widethatſhe may enter in, 
Andall thepoſtes adorne as doth behoue, 
And all the pillours deck with girlands trim, 
For to receiuethis Saint with honour dew, 
That commeth in to you. ' 

With trembling ſteps and humblereuerence, 
She commethan, before th'almighties view : 
Of her yevirgins learne obedience, 

When ſo ye come into thoſe holy places, 
Tohumble yourproudfaces ; 

Bring hervp to th'high altar, that ſhemay 
Theſacred ceremomies therepertake, 

The which doe cndleſſe matrimony make, 
And let theroring Organs loudly play, 
Thepraylſes of the Lord ip lively notes, 
The whiles with hollowe throates 

The Choriſters the ioyous Antheme ſing, 
Thar all the woods may anſwer, and their eccho ring, 


Ehold, whiles ſhe before the altar ſtands, 

Hearing the holy prieſt thatto her ſpeakes, 
And blefleth her with his two happy hands, 
How theredroſes fluſh yp in her checkes, 


And the pure ſnowe, with goodly vermill ſtaine, : 
Like 


Like crimſin dyde iv graine : 

That cuen thc Angels, which continually - 4 . 
Abourti;e ſacred Altar doe remaine, 
Forgettheir ſeruice and about her flie, 

Ott peepipg in her face, thatſeemes more faire, | 
The more they on it ſtare. 

But her fad eyes ſti]lfaſt'ned on the ground, 
Are goucrned with goodly modeſtie, 

That (uffers not one looke to glaunce awry, 
Which may lerin a little thoughtvnſound, 
Why bluſh ye Loueto giue to meyour hand, 
The pledgeof all our band. oil 
Sing ye ſweet Angels, Alleluya ſing, 


Thar all the woods may anſwere, and your ecchorring, 


Owall is done; bring home the Bride againc, 
Bring home the triumph of our v1Rorie,, 
Bring home with you the glory of her gaine,- / 
With 10yance bring her and withiollitic.. 
Neuer had man more ioyfull day then this, 
Whom heauen would heape with blis. 40 
Make feaſt therefore now all this liuelong day, 
This day for euerto me holy is, 
Poure out the wine withoutreſtraint or ſtay, 
Poure not by'cups, bat by the belly full, .', 
Pourec outto all that wull, 
Andfprinkle allthe poſtes andwals with wine, 
Thar they may ſweat, and:drunken be withall, 
Crowne yegodBac cn v $withacoronall, 
And HYymEtmwallo crowne with wreathes of vine; - - 
And letthe Graces daunce ynto the reſt, aid 
For they can docitbeſt: F210 
T he whiles the maydens doethear carroll fing,  - 
To which the woods ſhall anſwer, & their eccha rings. : 


R Ing yethe bels, ye yourg men of the towne, + 
And leaue your wonted labors forthis day: - -: \. 
This'day is holy; doe you write.it dawne; . A 
Thatye for euerit remember may. 


This day the ſunne is in his chicfeſt hight, * TT 


WithB a kx na Bxthebright, . REST 
From whence declining daily by degrees, .. , + 
He ſomewhat loſeth of higheatand hght,  -- 
When once theCrab behind his backhe (ol TN 

But for this timeit ill ordained was, _ . 4h 

To chuſethe longeſt day inall the yeare, _, +, 
And ſhorteſt night, when longeſt fitter weare;. -, .. 
Yer neuer day {o long, but late would paſle. 

Ring ye the bels, to make it weare away 

And bonefters makealtday, —rooo on 

And daunceabout them, and aboutthem fing: 
That all the woods may anſwer, and your eccho ring. 


A H! when will this long weary day haue end, /”* - 

And lepd ime leaueto come vnto my loue?®: 7 
How ſlowly doe the hourestheir numbers ſpenid'# 
How flowly doth ſad T x £ his feathers moue 2” 
Haſt thee, 6 faireſt Planet rothy home, > 
Within the Weſterne fome': EDD 4 
Thy tyred ſtecds long fince haueneed ofreſt.. - - - 
. Longthoughit be, atlaltLiceir gloome, 


* 


EPITHAL AMION; 


And the bright Eueming ſtar with goldca creit 
Appeareout of the Eaſt, 

Faire child of beauty, glorious lampe of louc, 
Thar all the hoſt of beauen in.ranks dooſlt lead, 
And guideſt Louers through the nights ſad dread, 
How chearefully thou lookeſt from aboue, 

And ſcem'ſt ro laugh atweenetby winkling light, 
As ioyipg intheſight.. ,. , , 

Of theſe glad many, which for ioy Joe ſing, 
Thatall the woods them an{wer, and their eccho ring, 


N Ow ceafſe ye darſels your delights fore-paſt, 
Enough it1s that all the'day was yours ; 
Now day is done, and night is nighing faſt, 
Now bring the Bride into the bnidall bowres. 
Now night is come, now ſoone her difaray, 
And in her bed herlay ; 

Lay her in Lillies and in Violets, 

And filken curraines ouer her diſplay, 

And odourd ſheets, and Arras couerlets. 
Behold how goodly my faire Louc docs Iy, 
In proud humility ; fn © 
Likevnto M a 1A, whenasIov s her tooke, 


' In Tempe, lying on the flowriegras, 


Twixt {leepe and wake, after ſhe weary was, 

With bathiog inthe Acidalian brooke. 

Now it is night, ye damſels may be gone, 

And leaue my Loue alone, | 

And leaue likewiſe your former lay to fing: * 
The woods no moreſhall anſwer,nor your ecchoring. 


N Ow welcome night, thou nigheſo long expeRed, 
"That long dayes labour dooft ar laſt defray, 
Andall mycares, which cruclllouecolleQed, - 

Haſt ſumd in one, and cancelled for aye: ,, + 

Spread thy broad wing ouer my Louc and me; -. 
Thangmanmeariesn. ENT 
And inthy ſable mantle vs enwrap, 
From feare of perrill and foule horrorfree.. 
Let nofalſctreaſon ſeeke ys to entrap, © 
Nor any drad diſquiet once annoy bois 
Theſafetic of ourioy: _ SES 
Butlet the night be calme and quicetfome, 
Without tempeſtuous ſtormes or ſad afray? © 
Likeaswhen1ovy x with faire AL cMmENAlay, 


When he begot the great Tirynthian groome : 
Orlikeas when he with thy (elfe didlie, © 


And begot Maieſtic. 


And let the mayds and young men ceaſe tofing: / © 


--Neletthe woods themanſiwer, northeir cccho ring» 


*Errio lamenting ctics, nor dolefull teares, 
Be heardall night within, por yet without : 

Ne letfalſe whiſpers, oo cope 
B  pentle ſleepewith miſconce! ubr. 
Make fudden {ad affrights;'  _ mY | 
Ne tet houſe-fires, nor li apiOgR, helplefſe harmes, 


'Nelet Hob-goblins, names whole ſenſe we ſee not, 
2 - -- Fe OTONep Fray 
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EPITHAL AMION. 


Fray vs with things that be nor. _ ELIA A Nd thou greatI y x 0, which with awfull mighr 
Letnot the ſhriech-Owle, nor the Storke be heard, Thelawes of wedlockeſtill dooſt patronize, 
Nor the night Rauen that ſtill deadly yels, -__ Andthereligion of thefaith firſt plight 
Nor damned ghoſts cald vp with mightie ſpels, -_ With ſacredrites haſt taught to ſolemaize : 
Nor grieſly vultures makey$'once affeard «| And ckeforcomfort often called art 
Ne let th'yopleaſant Quyre of Frogs ſtill croking Of women in their ſmart, 
Make vs to wiſhe their choking. Erernally bind thou this louely band, 
Let none of theſe theigdrery accents ing, : Andallthy bleſſings vato vs impart. 
Ne lerthe woods them anſwer, nor their eccbo ring. And thou glad Genius, in whoſe gentle hand, 
bs F246 2 The bridalebowreand geniall bed remaine, 


Without blemiſh or ſtaine, _. 
And the ſweet pleaſures of their loues delight 


B Vrler ſtill Silerice true nighe watches keepe, 
With ſecret ayde dooſt ſuccour and ſupply, 


That ſacredpeace may in afſurance rainc, 


Angumely leepe, when it is time to ſleepe ; l 
May roxy his Jmbs forth on yaur pleaſant plaine, Till they bring forth the fruitfull progeny, 
Thewhiles an hundred little winged loues, Send vs the timely fruit of this ſame night. 

| 2 2 And thou faircHzB x, andthouH y MN free, 


Like divers fethered doues, 

Shall fie and flutterround aboutyour bed; 

Andin theſecrert darke, that none reproucs, | 
Their prety ſtealthes ſhall worke, and ſnares ſhall ſpread 


Grant thatit may ſo bec. 
Till which we ceaſe your furtherpraiſe to ſing, 
Ne any woods ſhall anſwere, nor youreccho ring. 


'To filch away ſweet ſnatches of delight, : 
Conceald through couert night, 4 A Nd ye high heauens, the temple of the gods, 
Yeſonnes ef V Ex vs, play your ſports at will: n - weune thouſand CY height 
F pleaſure, carcleſlſe of . ; oc burne, thatto vs wretched e clods, 
cet carey ot oe dat In dreadfull darkneſſe lend defiredlight; 


| Andall ye powers which 1n the ſame remaine, 
More then we men can faine, 
Pourc outyour bleſſing onys plentiouſly, 
And happy influence vpon vsraine, 
That we may raiſe a large poſteritie, 
Which from the earth, which they may long poſlefſe, 


VV Ho is the ſame, which at my window peeps ? With laſting happineſle, 

Or whoſe is thatfaireface which ſhines ſo right? Vp to your haughty palaces may mount, 

IsitnotC y NT HIA, ſheethatneuer ſleepes, J Andfor mans don of theirglorious merit, 
Y 


Thinks moreypon her paradiſe of ioyes, 
Then whatye $oralbe it good or ill, 

All night therefort attend your merry play, 

For it will ſoone be day: | 

Now none doth hinder you, thatſay or ſing, 

Ne will the woods now anſwer, nor your eccho ring. 


But walks about high h all the night? May heavenly rabernacles there inherit, 
oO. bireſt podldelſe docthon hot kg Of bleſſed Saints for to increaſe the count. 
My Loucwith metoſpy : | t So letvs reſt, ſweet Loue, in hope of this, 


Fo: thou likewiſe didſt loue, though now vnthought, Andceaſctill then our timely ioyestoſfing, 
And fora fleece of wooll, which priuily, | Thewoodsnomore vs anſwere, nor our eccho ring. 


The Larmian ſhepheard once vato thee brought, 
His pleaſures with thee wrought. 


—__—_ 


Thereforeto vs be fauourable now ; "2a Ong madein lieu of many ornaments, 

And fith of womenslabours thou haſt charge, ' _ With which my loue ſhould duly haue been de, 
And generation goodly dooſtenlarge, Xt Which cutting oft through haſty accidents, | 
Enclinethy will Yeffe our wiſhfullvow, ” Ye would notſtay your duetimeto expe, 

And the chaſte wombe informe with timely ſeede, Butpromiſtboth to recompence, 

That may our comfort breed : {4 Le Be vnto her a goodly ornament, 

Till which we ceaſe our hopefull hap to fing,  Andforſhorttime ancndlefſemoniment. 


Neletthe woods vs anſwere, nor our eccho ring. | FINI Ss 
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$ Auing in the greenertimes of my youth , compoſed 
>P theſe former two Hymnes in theprayſeof Loue and 
& Beauric, and finding that the ſame roo much pleaſed 
2) thole of like age and diſpoſition, which beeing roo ve- 
g. hemently caried with thar kind of affeQion, do rather 
2] ty {icke our poylon to their ſtrong paſsion, then hony to 
& 7.02 their honeſt delight ; I was mooued by the oneof you 

ewo moſt excellent Ladies, tocall in the ſame, But be- 
ing vnable ſo to doe, by reaſon that many copies thereof were formerly ſcat- 
tercd abroad, I reſolued atleaſt toamend, and by way of retraQation to re- 
forme them, making (in ſtead of thoſe two Hymnes of earthly or naturall 
loueand beautie) two others, of heauenly and celeſtiall. The which I doe 
dedicate ioyntly vnto you two honourable ſiſters, as tothe moſt excellent 
and rare ornaments of all crue louc and beautie, both in theoneand the o- 
ther kind: humbly beſeeching you to vouchſafe the patronage of them, and 
roaccept this my humble ſeruice, in lieu of the grear graces and honourable 
fauours which ye daily ſhew vnto mee, vntill ſuch time as I may by better 

mcanes,yeeld you ſome more notable teſtimony of my thankful mind 
and dutifull deuotion. And euen fo Ipray for your 

happineſle. Greenewich,this furſt of 


September. 15, 9 6. 


("a / 


Tour Honours moZt bounden ener 
7p all humble ſerice, 


Edm. Sp. 
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AN HYM 


NE, IN. 


honour of Loue. 


Ov x, that long ſince haſt to thy mightie powre 
Perforce ſubdude my poore capriued hart, 
And raging now thercin with reſtlefſe ſtowre, 
Dooſt tyrannize in cucry weaker part; ; 
Faine wouldI ſeeke to caſe my bitter ſmart, 
By any ſeruiceI might do to thee, 
Or ought that elſe mightto thee pleaſing bee, 


And now tallwage the force of this new flame, 

And make thee more propitious in my need, 

I meaneto ſing the praylſes of thy name, 

' And thy vitorious conqueſts ro areced; 

By which thou madeſt many harts to bleed 
Of mighty Victors, with wide wounds embrew'd, 
And by thy cruell darts to thee ſubdew'd. 


Onely I feare my wits enfeebled late, Va 
Through the ſharpe ſorrowes, which thou haſtme bred, 
Should faint, and words ſhould faile meto relate 
The wondrous triumphs of thy great god-hed, 
Bur if thou wouldſt youchlafe to oyer-ſpred 

Me with the ſhadow of thy gentle wing, 

I ſhould cnablcd be thy aQs to fing. . 


Comethen, 6 come, thou mighty God of loue, : 


Out of thy filuer bowres and ſecret bliſſe, _ 

Where thqu dooſt fitin V x Nv $ lap aboue, 

Bathing thy wings in her Ambrofiall kifle, 

T hat ſweeter farre then any NeGtar is; 
Come ſoftly, and my feeble breaſt inſpire 
With gentle furie, kindled of thy fire, . 


And yeſweet Muſes, which haue often you's 
The picrcing-points of his aucogefull darts; _ 
And ye faire Nimphs; which oftentimes hauclou'd | - 
The cruecll worker of your kindly ſmarts, 
Prepare your ſclues, and open wide your harts, 

For toreceiucthe triumph of your glory, 

That made you merry oft, when yewerelorie, 


3.4 a4\.8 2 


Prepare your ſelues, to march amongſt his hoſt, 
Andall the way this ſacred a EE: doe ing, 
' . Made inthe honour of yourSoucrugne King. 


Reat god of might, thatreigneſt in the mind, 
And all the bodie ro thy heſt dooſt frame, 
Vidtor of gods, ſubduer of mankind, 
Thar dooſt the Lions and fell Tygers tame, 
Making their cruell rage thy {corntull game, 
Ando theirroring taking great dehght; 
Who can exprellc the glory of thy might? 


Or who aliue can perfeQly declare 
The wondrous cradle of thine infancie? 

When thy great mother V x x v s firſtthee bare, 
Begot of Plentie and of Penurie, 
Though elder then thine owne natiuitie; 

And yeta child, renemng till thy yeares: 

' Andyetthe eldeſt of the heavenly Peares. 
Forere this worlds ſtill mouivg mightic maſle, 
Out of great Chaos vgly prilop crept, 

In whichhis goodly fot ong hidden was 
From heauens view, and in deepe darkneſſe kept; 
Lov x, thathad now long time ſecurely flept 

InV :t nv 5s lap, vnarmed then and x7 1 

Gan reare his head, by Ci or nobecingwaked, 


And taking to him wings of his owne heat, 
Kindled at firſt from heauens life-giuing fire, 
He gan to moue out of his idle ſear, 

Weakely at firſt, but afterwithdefire 


:- > Lifted aloft, he gan to mountyp hier, 


Andlikefreſh Eagle, made his hardie flight 
Throughall that great wide waſte, yet wanting light. 


Yet wanting liphtto guide his wandring way, 

His owne wer. rs all pmexcns Hog 

Did lendhim light from her owne goodly ray: 

Then through Se world his way he gantotake, 

The world that was not,till he did it make; 
Whole ſundry parts he from thetnſclues did ſeuer, 
The which before had lyen confuled euer, h 


He 


\ 
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He then them tooke, and tempering goodly well, © *- 
Their contrary diſlikes with loged meanes, -.. ' 
Did place them all in order, and compecll ; _ 
' To keepe themſelues within their ſundryraines, 
Together linkt with Adamantine thainesy © 
Yer ſo, as that in eucryJiuing wight © 
They mixcthernſclues,and thew their kindly. might, 


So euer (ince they firmely haue remain'd, 
And duly well obſcrued bis beheaſt ; 
Through which, now all theſe things that are contain'd 
Within this goodly cope, both moſt and leaſt 
Their becing haue, and daily areincreaſt, | 
Through ſecret ſparks of his infuſed fire, - 
Whach in the barraine cold he doth inſpire. 


Thereby they all doe liue, and moued are _ 
' To multiply the likenelſle of their kind, 
Whilſt they ſecke onely, without further care, 
Toquench the flame, which they io burning find: 
Bur Man, thatbreathes a moreimmorrtall mind, 
Notfor luſts ſake, but for eternitic, 
Seckes to enlarge his laſting progenie, 


For hauing yetin his deduQted fprighr, 

Some ſparks remaining of that heauenly fire, 

He is enlumind with that goodly light, 

Vato like goodly ſemblantto aſpire: 

Thercforein choice of loue, he doth defire 
Thatſecmes on carth moſtheauenly,to embrace, 
Thatſameis Bz av T Y, borne of heauenly race, 


For ſure of all, thatin this mortall frame 
Containcd is, nought more diuine doth ſeeme, 
Or thatreſembleth more th'immortall lame 
Of heauenly light, then Bz av T18 8 glorious beame. 
What wonder then, if with ſuch rage exrreame, 
Fraile men, whoſe eyes ſeeke heauenly things to ſee, 
Art ſightthereof ſo much enrauiſht bee? | 


Which well perceiuing, that imperious boy, 
Doth therewith tip his ſharp empoilſned darts; | 
Which glancing through theeyes with count'nance coy, 
Reſt nor, till they have pierſt the trembling harts, 
And kindled lamein all their inner parts, 

Which ſuckes the blood, and drinketh yp the life 

Of carcfull wretches with conſuming griefe., . 
Thenceforth they plaine, and makefal pitious mone 


Vatothe author of their balefullbane; 


Thedaies they waſte, thenights they Pievapad pron, . 
be 


Their lives they loathe, and heauens light diſdaine : 
No light but that, whoſe lampe doth yerrettiaine 
Freſh burning in the image of their eye, 


They deigne to ſee, and eeing it, ſtill dye, 


The whilſt, thoutyrantLovu footing, & ſcorne 
y phy: 


Attheir complaints, making their paine 

Whilſt they he Lngaihing ethrals forlorne, 
The whiles thou dooſttriumph in their decay, 
And otherwhules, their dying to delay, -* 


+7" Thou dooſt emmarble the proud hart of her, 
' >.>" Whoſe loue before their life they doeprefer. 


< 


So haſt thou ofcen done (aye me the more) 
© Fo methy vaſlall, whoſc yet bleeding hare, 


With thouſand wounds thou tangled bafſt ſo ſore, 


_ Thatwholeremaines ſcarce any little part : 
'Fetto —_— the anguiſh of my ſmarr,: 


Thou haſt enfrozend her diſdainfull breſt, 
That noonedrop of pittic there doth reſt. 


Why then doeT this honour vnto thee, 


Thus to ennoble thy victorious name, 

Sith thou dooſt ſhew no fauourvnto mee, 

Ne once moue ruth in that rebellious Dame, 

Somewhat to flake the rigour of my flame? 
Certes, ſmall glory dooſt thou winne hereby, 
Tolether luethus free, and me to die. 


But if thou be indeede, as men thee call, 
The worlds great Parent, the moſt kind preſeruer 
Of living wights, the ſoucraigneLord of all, 
How falles it then, thatwith thy furious feruour, 
Thou dooſt affli as well the not deſeruer, 
As him that doth thy louely heaſts deſpiſe, 
And on thy lubics moſt dooſttyrannize ? 


Yet herein cke thy gloric ſcemeth more, 
By fo hard handling thoſe which beſtthee ſerue, 
That ere thon dooſtthem ynto grace reſtore, 
Thou maiſt well trie if they will cuer ſwerue, 
And maiſtthem makeitbetterto deſerue: 
And hauing gotit, may it more eſteeme. 
For things hard gotten, men more deercly deeme. 


So hard thoſe heauenlybeauries be enfired, 

As things diuine, leaſt paſſions doc impreſle, 

The more of ſtedfalt minds tobe admired, 

The more they ſtayed be on ſtedfaſtneſle: 

But baſeborne minds ſuch lamps regard thelcſle, 
Which at firſt blowivg take nothaſtic fire, 
Such fancies fecle no lone, bur looſe deſire. - 


For loue is Lord of truth and loyaltie, * * 

Lifting himſelfe our ofrhelowly duft, © 

On golden plumes vp tothe pureſt skie, © 

Abouethe reach of loathly finfull luſt, _ 

Whoſe baſe affe&t through cowardly diftruſt- 
Of his weake witigs, , 91 not 1 econ lie, 
But like a moldwarpein the carth doth lie. 


His dunghill thoughts, which do themſclues enure' _ | 

Todurtic drofle, no higher dare aſpire, -* 

Ne can his feeble earthly eyes endure 

The flaming light of that celeſtiall fire, 

Which kindleth louc in generous defire, '- 
And makes him mount aboue the natiue might 
Ofheauic carth, vprothe heauens hight, 

Suchis the powre of thatſweet paſſion, + 


Thar itallfordid baſenefle doth expell, - 4 4 


_ of Loue, 


And the refined mind doth newly faſhion 

Vato a fairer forme, which now doth dwell 

In bis high thought, that would itlelfe excell; 
Which he beholding ſtill with conſtant fiohr, 
Admires the mirrour of lo heauenly loht, 


Whoſe image printing in his deepeſt wit, 
He thereon feeds his hungry fantaſie, 
Still full, yet neuer fatisfide withit, 
Like Tan TATLE;,thatin ſtoredoth ſtarucd ly : 
So doth he pine in molt latietie ; 
Fornought may quench his infinite defire, 


Once kindled through that firſt conceiued fire, 


Thereon his mind affixed wholly is, 

Ne thinks on ought, but how it to attaine; 

His care, his joy, his hopeis all on this, 

That ſcemes in it all bliſſesto containe, 

In tight whereof, all other blifſe ſeemes vaine. 
Thrice happy man, might he the ſame poſleſle, 
He faines himſelfe, and doth his fortune bleſle. 


And though he doe not win his wiſh to end, 
Yetthusfarre happy he himſelfe doth weene, 
That heauens ſuch happy grace did to him lend, 
As thing on earth fo heauenly, to haue feene, 
His harts enſhrined Saint, his heauens queene, 
Fairer then faireſt, in bis fayning eye, 
Whoſeſole aſpeft he counts felicitie. 


Then forth he caſts in his vaquiet thought, 

What he may doe, her fauour to obtaine; 

What braue exploit, whatperil] hardly wrought, 

Whar puiſſant conqueſt, what aduentrous paine 

May pleaſe her beſt, and grace ynto him gaine : 
He dreadsno danger, nor misfortune feares, 
His faith, his fortune, in his breaſt he beares. 


Thou art his god, thou. art his mightie guide, 
Thou beeing blind, letſt him notſee his feares, 
But carieſt him to that which he hath eyde, 
Through ſeas, through flames, through thouſand 
(ſwords and ſpeares : 
Ne ought ſo ſtrong that may his force withſtand, 
With which thou armeſt his reſiſtleſſe hand. 


WitneſſeLrz anDxR, inthe Euxine waues, 
And ſtoutAtNEaSsinthe Troiane fire, 


ACH1TLLE s preaſling through the Phrygian glaues, 


And ORP nx y s,daring to proucke theire 
Of damned fiends,to gethis loue retire : 


For both through heauenand hell thou makeſt way, 


To win them worſhip which to thee obay. 


And if by all theſeperils and theſe paines, 
He may bur purchaſe lyking io her eye, 
What heauens of ioy, then to himſelfc he faines, 
Eftſoones he wipes quite out of memory 
What cuerill before he did aby: 
Had it been death, yet would he dic againe, 
* Toliuethus happy as hergrace to gaine, 


Yer when he hath found fauour to his will, 
He nathemorecan ſo contentedreſt, 
But forceth further on, and ſtriueth ſtill 
T approach more neare;, till in her inmoſt breſt, 
He may emboſomd bee, and loued beſt; 
And yet notbeſt, bur to be lou'd alone: 
For loue cannot endure a Paragone, 


The feare whereof, 6 how doth it torment 

His troubled mind with more then helliſh paine ! 

And to his fayning fanſie repreſent 

Sights neuer ſeene, and thouſand ſhadowes yaine, 

To breake his ſleepe, and waſte his idle braine : 
Thou that haſt neuer lou'd canſt not belicue 
Leaſt part of th'euils which pooreLouers gricue, 


The gnawing enuie, the hart-fretting feare, 
Thevaine ſurmiles, the diſtruſtfull ſhowes, 
The falſe reports that flying tales doe beare, 
The doubts, the dangers, the delayes, the woes, 
Thefuned friends, the vnaſlured foes, 
With thouſands more then any tongue can tell, 
Doe make a Louers life a wretches hell. 


Yet is there one morecurſed then they all, 
T hat canker-worime, that monſter Telofie, 
Which cares the hart, and feedes vponthe gall, 
Turnipg all loucs delight to miſcrie, 
Through feare of loſing his felicitie. 
Ah Gods, that cuer ye that monſter placed 
In gentle loue, thatall his ioyes defaced, 


By theſe, © L o v x,thoudooſt thy entrance make, 

Vato thy heauen, and dooſtthe more endeere 

Thy pleaſures vnto thoſe which them partake, 

As after ſtormes when clouds begin to cleare, 

Theſunnz more bright & glorious doth appeare : 
So thou thy folke, through paines of Purgatorie, 
Dooſt bearc yntothy blifſe, and heauens gloric. 


There thou them placeſt in a Paradiſe 
Of all delight, and ioyous happyreſt, 
Where they doe feed on NeCtar heauenly wiſe, 
With HExcvrEesandHEeBs, andthereſt 
OF V x y s dearlings, through her bountie bleſt, 
And lielike gods in Iuory beds arayd, 
With roſe andlillies ouer them diſplayd, 


There, withthy daughter Px x as v = x they doplay 


Their hurtleſle ſports, withoutrebuke or blame, 
And in her ſnowy boſome boldly lay 

Their quiet heads, deuoyd of guilty ſhame, 
After full :oyance of their gentle game; 


Then her they crowne their goddelle &their Queene, 


Anddecke with flowres thy altars well beſecne. 


Aye me, deare Lord, that euerTI mighthope, 
Forallthepaines and woes thatT endure, 
To come atlengthvntothe wiſhed ſcope 
Of my defire; or might my ſelfe aflure, 
That happy port for cuer torecure. 
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An Hymne, 


— 


— 


Then would I thinke theſe paines no paines at all, 
And all my woes to bebut penance ſmall, 


Then would I fing of thine immerrall praiſe, 
An heauenly Hymne, (uch as the Angels ſing, 


den. ti. at 


And thy triumphant name then would I raiſe 

Boue all the gods, thee onely honouring. 

My guide, my God, my victor, and my King ; 
T1ll then, drad Lord, vouchſafe to take of mee 
T his {fimpleſong, thus fram'd in praiſe of thee, 


EFINIS. 
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AN HYMNE., IN 


| honour of Beautie. 


H! whither, L o v x, wilt thou now carry mee? 
What wontlefſe fury dooſt thou now inſpire 
Into my feeble breaſl, too full of thee + 
Whilſt ſeeking to aſlake thy raging fire, 
Thou in me kindleſt much moregreat defire, 
And vp aloft aboue my ſtrength doft raiſe 
The wondrous matter of my fire to praiſe. 


That asT earſt, in praiſe of thine ownename, 
So, now in honour of thy Mother deare, 
An honourable Hymne I cke ſhould frame; 
And with the brightneſle of her beautie cleare, 
Therauiſht harts of gazefull men mightreare, 
To admiration of that heauenly light, 
From whence proceeds ſuch foule enchaunting might. 


T hereto doe thou great Goddeſſe, queen of Bxavry, 
Mother of Lo v x, andof all worlds delight, 
Without whole ſoueraigne grace and kindly deutie, 
Nothing on carth ſeemes faire to fleſhly fight, 
Doe thou vouchſafe with thy louc-kindliog light, 

T' illuminate my dim and dulled eyne, 

And beautific this ſacred Hymne of thine, 


That both to thee, to whomT mcane it moſt, 

And cke to her, whoſe faire immorrtall beame 

Hath darted fire into my fecble ghoſt, 

That now it waſted is with woes extreame, 

| It may ſo pleaſe, that ſhe at length will ſtreame 
Some deaw of grace, into my withered hart, 
Afr long ſorrowe and conſuming (mart. 


VV Hat time this worlds great workmaiſter did caſt 
To make all things, ſuch as we now behold, 
It ſeemes that he before his eyes had plac't 
A goodly Pattcrne, to whoſe perfe mould 
He faſhiond them as comely as he could; 
That now ſo faire and ſecmly they appeare, 
As nought may be amended any where. 


That wondrous Patternewhereſoereit bee, 

Whether in earth layd vp inſecret ſtore, 

Or elſc in heauen, that no man may it ſee 

With finfulleyes, for feare it todeflore, 

IsperfetBravryY, which all men adore: 
Whoſe face and feature doth ſo much excell 
All morrall ſenſe, thatnone the ſamemay ell. 


Thercof, as cuery earthly thing partakes 

Or more or lefle by influence diuine, 

So it morcfaire accordingly it makes, 

And the groſle matter of this carthly mine 

Which eh it, thereafter doth rekine, - 
Dooing away the droſſe which dims the light 
Of that faire beame, which therein is empight. 


For through infuſion of celeſtiall powre, 

The duller earth it quickneth with delight, 

And life-full ſpirits priuily doth poure 

Through all the parts, that to the lookers ſight 

They leemeto pleaſe, That is, thy ſoucraigne might 
O Cyprian Queene, which flowing from the beatac 
Of hy bright ſtarre, thou into them dook _— 

at 


of Heavenly Beautie. 


—_—_— 


Thatis the thing which giueth pleaſant grace 

To all things fare, that kindleth liuely fire, 

Light of thy lampe, which ſhining in the face, 

Thenceto the ſoule darts amorous deſire, 

Androbs the harts of thoſe which it admire, 
Therewith thou pointeſt thy ſonnes poylſned arrow, 
That wounds the life, & waſtes the inmoſt marrow: 


How vainely then doe idle wits inuent, 
T har beautie is nought elſe, but mixture made 
Of colours faire, and goodly temp'rament 
Of pure complexions, that ſhall quickly fade 
And paſſe away, like to a Sommers ſhade, 

Or that it is but comely compoſition, 

Of parts well meaſurd, with meet diſpoſition, 


Hath white and red init ſuch wondrous powre, 
Thatitcan pierce through th'eyes voto the hart, 
And thercin ſtirre ſuch rage and reſtleſle ſtowre, 
As noughrlaut death can ſtint his dolours ſmart? 
Or can proportion of the ourward part, 

Moue ſuch affe&tion in the inward mind, 

That it can rob both ſenſe and teaſon blind ? 


Why doe not then the bloſſoms of the field, 
Which are araid with much more orient hew, 
And totheſenſe moſtdainty odours yield, 
Worke like impreſſion in the lookers view? 
Or why doc not faire pictures hke powre ſhew, 
In which oft-times, we Natureſee of Art 
Exceld, in perfc& limming euery part. 


But ah! beleeue me, there is more then ſo, 

That workes ſuch wonders in the minds of men. 

I that baucoften prou'd, too well it know; 

And who fo lilt the like affayes to ken, 

Shall find by triall, and confeſſe itthen, 
ThatBzav T18z isnot, as fond menmiſdeeme, 
An outward ſhew ef things,that onely ſeeme, 


For that ſame goodly hew of white and red, 

With which the cheekes arefprinkled, ſhall decay. 

And thoſe {weetrofie leaucs ſo fairely ſpred 

Vpon thelips, ſhall fade and fall away 

To that they were, cuen tocorrupted clay. | 
That golden wire, thoſe ſparkling ſtarres ſo bright; 
Shall turne to duſt, andloſe their goodly light. 


But thae faire lampe, from whoſe celeſtiall ray 
That light proceeds, which kindleth Louers fic, 
Shall neuer be extinguiſht nor decay, 
But when thevirall ſpirits doe expire, 
Vnto her native planet ſhall retire: 
For it is heauenly borne and cannotdic, 
Beeing a parcell of the pureſt skie. 


For when the ſoule, the which deriued was. 
At firſt, outof that great immorrall Sprightr, 
By whom all live toloue, whilome did pas 
Downefrom the top of pureſt heauens hight, 
To bc cmbodicd here, ipthentooke light 


| And lively ſpirits from that faireſt ſtare, 
Which lights the world forth from his firie carre, 


Which powre retayning ſtill ot moreor leſle; 

When ſhe in fleſhly ſeed is cftenraced, 

Through cuecrypatt ſhe doth the ſame impreſle, 

According as the heavens haue her graced, 

And frames her houſe, in which ſhe will be placed; 
Fit for her ſelfe, adorning it with ſpoile 
Ofth'heauecnly riches, which ſhe robd erewhile, 


Thereof it comes;that theſefaire ſoules, which have 
The moſt reſemblance of that heauenly light, 
Frame to themſclues moſt beautifull and braue 
Their fleſhly bowre, moſt fitfor their delight, 
And the grofſe matter by afoucraine might 
Tempers fo trim, thatit may well be ſcene, 
A palace fitfor ſuch a virgin Queene, 


* $o euery ſpirit, asitis moſt pure, 


And hath initthe more of heauenly light, 

So itthe fairer body doth procure 

To habit in, and it morefairely dight 

With chearefull grace andamiable ſight, 

 Forcftheſoulethe bodie forme doth take: 
For ſoule is forme, and doththe body make, 


Therfore where-ever that thou dooſt behold 
A comely corpſe, with beautie faire endewed, 
Knowe this for certaine, that theſame doth hold 
A beautious ſoule, with faire conditions thewed, 
Fit to receiue the ſeed of yertue ſtrewed, 

For all that faire is, is by nature good; 

That is a figne to knowethe gentle blood, 


Yetoftitfalles, that many 2 gentle mind 

Dwels in deformed tabernacle drownd, 

Either by chaunce, againſt the courſe of kind, 

Or through vnaptniſfe in theſubſtancefound, 

Whichitaſſumed of ſome ſtubborne ground, 
That will not yield ynto herformes direQtion, 
Bur is perform'd with ſome foule imperfeCion, 


And oft itfalles, (ayemethe moreto rew) 

Thatgoodly beautie, albe heanenly borne, 

Is foule abuſd, and that celeſtiall hew, 

Which doth the world with her delight aJorne, 

Made bur the bait of finne, and finners ſcorne; 
Whilſt every one doth ſecke and ſue to haueit, 
Butcuery one doth ſeeke, but to depraue it, 


Yet nathemore is thatfaire beauties blame, 

But theirs that doc a it + us ill , To 

Nothing ſo good, but that through gwlty ſhame 

May 7, nk. 4 and wreſted bo wil, ”— 

Natheleſſe, the ſoule is faire and beautious ſtill, 
How euer fleſhes faulc it filthy make : 
Forthings immorrall no corruption take, 


But yefaire Dames, the worlds deare ornaments, 
Andliuely images of beauenly light, 
F, 


Let 


An Hymne 


Let not your beames with ſuch diſparagements 

Be dimd, and your bright glory darkned quight: 

But mindfull ſtill of your firſt countries ſight, 
Doc ſtillpreſerue your firſt ivformed grace, 
Whoſe ſhadow yet ſhines in your beautious face, 


Loath that foulc blot, that helliſh fierbrand, 
Diſloyall luſt,faireBzAavT1z $ fouleft blame, 
That bale aff- tions, which your cares would bland, 
Commend to you by loues abuſed name ; 
Bur is indeed the bond-ſlaue of defame, 

Which will the garland of your glory matre, 


And quench the light of your bright ſhining ſtare. 


But gentle Lo y x, thatloyallisandtrew, 
Will more illumine + e reſplendent ray, 
And adde more brightneſſeto your goodly hew, 
From light of his pure fire, which by like way 
Kindled of yours, your likeneſle doth dilplay, 
Like as two mirrours by oppold reflexion, 


Doe both expreſlethe faces firſt impreſſion. 


Therefore to make your beautie more appeare, 
It you behoues to lone, and forth to lay 
That heauenly riches, which in you ye beare, 
Thar men the more admire their fountaine may, 
For elſe whatbooteth that celeſtiall ray, 

If it in darknes be enſhrined cuer, 

That it of louing eyes be viewed neuer? 


But in your choice of Loues, this well aduiſc, 
Thatlikeſtto your ſclues ye them ſeleC, 
The which your formes firſt ſourſe may ſympathiſe, 
And with like beauties parts beinly deckt : 
Fort you ens | heme: without reſpect, 

It is not loue, but adiſcordant warre, 

Whoſe vnlike parts amongſtthemſclues do iarre. 


For loue is a celeſtiall harmonie, 

Oflikely harts compoſd offtarres concent, 

Which 1oyne together in ſweetſympathy, 

To workeeach others ioy and true content, 

Which they hauc harbourd fince their firſt deſcent 
Out of their heauenly bowres, where they did fee 
And knowecach other here belou'd to bee, 


Then wrong it were that any other twaine 

Should in lones gentle band combined bee, 

But thoſe whom heauen did at firſt ordaine, 

And made out of one mould the moret'agree: 

For all that Ike the beaury which they ſee, 
Straight doenot loue: forloue is notſo light, 
As ſtraight to burne ar firſt beholders fight. 


out they which louc indeed, looke otherwile, 

ith pure regard and (potleſle truc intent, 

Drawivg out of the obicQ of their eyes, 

A more refined forme, which they preſent 

Vnto their mind, voyde of all blemiuſhment ; 
Whichitreducing to her firſt perfeQtion, 
Beholdeth free from fleſhes fraile infection. 


And then conforming it vnto the light, 
Which in it ſelfe it hath remainiog itil 
Of that firſt Sunne, yet ſparking un his fight, 
Thereof hefaſhions in his higher skill, 
An heauenly beautieto his fancies will, 
Anditembracing in his mindentire, 
The nurrour of his owne thought doth admire. 


Which ſeeing now ſo inly faireto bee, 
As outward t appearcth to the eye, 
And with his ſpirits proportion to agree, 
He thereon fixeth all his fantafie, 


Andfully ſetteth his felicitie, 


Counting it fairer,then it is indeed, 
And yetindeed her faireneſs doth exceed. 


For Louers eyes more ſharply ſighted bee 
Then other mens, and in dearc loues delight, 
See morethen any other cyes can ſec, 
Through mutuall receipt of the bearnes bright, 
Which carry priuie meflageto the ſpright, 
And to their eyes thatinmoſt faire diſplay, 
Asplaine as light diſcouers dawning day. 


Therein they ſee through amorous cye-glaunces, 
Armics of loues ſtill flying to and fro, 
Which dartatthem their little fierie launces : 
Whom hauing wounded, backe againe they goe, 
C _ g compaſſion to their louely foe; 
Who leceing herfayre cyes ſo ſharpeeffeR, 
Cures alltheir ſorrowes with one [weetaſpeQ, 


In which, how many wonders doethey reed 
To their conceit, that others neuer ſee, 
Now of her ſmiles,with which their ſoules they feed, 
Like Gods with NeQarin their bankers free, 
Now of her lookes, which liketo Cordials bee; 
But when herwords embaſſade forth ſhe ſends, 
Lord,liow ſweet muſick that ynto them lends } 


Sometimes vpon her forchead they behold 
A thouſand Graces masking in delight, 
Sometimes within her eye-lids they vnfold 
Ten thoufand fivect belgards, which to their fight 
Doeſcemelike twinkling ſtarresin froſty night: 
But on her lips, like roſie buds in May, 
So many millions of chaſte pleaſuresplay. 


All thoſe, 6CYTHt x a,andthouſands more 

Thy handmaids be, which doc on thee attend, 

To deck thy beauty with their dainties ſtore, 

That may it more to mortall eyes commend, 

And makeit more admyr'd of foe and friend; 
Thatin mens harts thou mayſtthy throne ecaſtall, 
And ſpread thy loucly kingdome ouer all. 


Then 75 tryumph, © great beauties Queene, 
Aduance the banner of thy conqueſt hie, 

That all this world, the which thy vaflals beene, 
May drawe to thee, and with Que fealtic, 
Adorethepowre of thy great Maieſtic, 


of Heauenly Loue. 


——_—_—— 


2 Singing this Hymne ir 20nour of thy name, 
Compyld by me, which thy poore hegeman am. 


In lieu whereof, grant, © great Soueraigne, | 
'That ſhe whoſe conquering beautie doth captiue 
My trembling hartin her eternall chaine, 

One drop of grace at length willto me giue, 
ThatT her bounden thrall by her may hue; 


And this ſame life, which firſt from me ſhereaued, 


May oweto hcr,of whoml it reccaued. 


And youfaireVEnv $ dearling, my deare dread, 

Freſh flowre of grace, great Goddelle of my life, 

When your faire eyes theſe fearefull lines ſhall read, 

Deigneto let fall one drop of duercliefe, 

That may recure my harts long pyning griefe, || 
And ſhew what wondrous powre your beauty hath, | 
That canreſtore a damned wight from death. 


FINIS 


- 


I Ov x, liftmevyp vpon thy golden wings, 


From this baſe world ynto thy heauens hight, 


WhereT may ſee thoſc'admirable things, 
Which there thou workeſt by thy ſoucraine might, 
Farre aboue feeble reach of earthly fight, 

ThatT thereof an beaucnly Hymne may finp 
Vato the god of L © v x, high heauens King. - 


Many lewd layes (ah woeis me the more) 
In praiſe of that mad fit, whieh fooles call loue, 
I haucin th*heat of youth made heretofore, 
Thatin light wits d1d Jooſe affe ion moue. 
Burt all thoſe follics now I dgereproue, 
And turned haue the tenor of my ſtring, 
The heavenly praiſes of trueloue to ſing. , * 


And ye thatwont with greedy vaine deſire, : X | 


Oe 4. 


To read my fault, and wondnng army flame, ,.., 


To warmeyour ſelves at my wide [parkling fire, 
Sith now thatheat is quenched, quench = 

 Andinheraſhes ſhrowd my dying ſhame; .. . 
For who my paſſedfollies now purſewes, 
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heavenly Loue. 
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Beginnes his owne, and my old faultregeweye .,..- - 
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With him heraignd, beforc all time preſcribed, 

In endlefie glorie and immorrall might, 

Together with that third from them deriued, 

Moſt wiſe, moſt holy, moſt almightie Spright, 

Whoſe kingdoms throne,no thoughts ofearthly wight 
Can comprehend, much lefſe my trembling yerle, 
With equall words can hope it to reherle, 


Yet © moſt bleſſed Spirit, pure lampe of light, 
Eternall ſpring of grace and wiſedome true, 
Vouchſate to ſhed into my barrenſprighr, 
Some little drop of thy celeſtiall dew, | 
That may my rimes with ſweetinfuſe embrew, 0 
And gine me words _ vnto my thought, li 
To tcll the marueiles by thy mercy wrought, 


Yetbecin nant ſtill with powrefull grac 
Andfullo arefal loue, 7 Au to 4-7 7 
Things like himſelfe, and to enlarge his race, ., 
His ſecond brood, though not of powre fo great, 
Yetfulltof beantic, next he did beget -  -- 
An infinite increaſe of Angels bright, 
All gliſtriog glorious intheir Makers light, 


To them the heauens illimitable hight | 
(Not this round heauen, which wee from-hence behold, 
Adornd with thoufand lamps of burning light, 
And with ten thoutand gemmes of ſhining gold ) 
He gauc, astheirinheritancero hold, © 
Thatthey might ſeruehiminerernall blis, 
And be partakers6f thoſe ioyes of bis, | ; 


There they in their tiina}oriplicities 
About him wait, and:on iis wilt depend, : 
Either with nimble wings to cutthe skies, | 
When he them on his melliges doth ſend, " | 
Or on his ownedradpreſencetoattend, i] 
Where they behold the glory of hislight, 'Þ 
And caroll Hymnes of toue both diy and night. 


Both day and nightie dot them all one, 
For he his beamcs doth-yato them extend, | 
EF 2. Thar 


An Hymne 


That darknes there appeareth nener none, 
Ne hath their day, ne haththeirbliſle an end, 
But there their termelefls time in pleaſure ſpend, 
Ne cuer ſhould their happineſle _— 
Had not they dar'd their Lord to diſobay. 


But pride, inpatientof long reſting peace, | 

Did puftethem vp with greedy bold ambition, 

Thatthey gan caſt their ſtate how to increaſe 

Aboue the forrune of their firſt condition, 

And fit in Gods owne ſeate without commiſſion : 
The brighteſt Angell, cucn the Mhild of light, 
Drew millions more againſttheir God to fight, 


Th' Almigh ecigeE ſo bold aſſay, 

Kindled & me of his conſuming ire, 

And with his onely breath them blew away , 

From heauens hight, to which they did aſpire, 

To deepeſt hell, and lake of damned fire; 
Wherethey in darknes and drad horror dwell, 
Hatiog the happy light fromwhich they fell, 


So that next off-ſpring of the Makers loue, 
Next to himfelfe in glorious degree, 
Degencring to hate, fell from aboue | 
Through pride; (for prtoeys louc may ill apree) 
And now of finneto allenſample bee: 
How then can finfull fleſh it ſelfe afſure, 


Sith pureſt Angels fellto be impure? 


But thateterval! fount of lJoue and grace, 
Still lowing forth his goodnes vatoall, 
Now ſeeing leftawaſte and emptieplace 
Tn his wide Palace, throughthoſc Angels fall, | 
Caſtto ſupply the ſame, and to enſtall 
A new vaknowen Colonie therein, F _ 
Whoſe roote from carths baſe ground-worke ſho 


Therefore of clay, baſe, vile, and next to nought, 
Yetform'd by wondrous skill, and by his mightt 
According to an heauenly patterne wrought, | 
Which he had fathioad.ia his wiſeforclight, 
He man did make, and breath'd a liuing ſpright 
Into his face, moſt beautifull and faire, — 
Endewd with wiſedomsriches, heauenly rare, 


Such he him made, that he reſemble might {+ 
Himſelfe, as mortall thing immortallcould; : -:::. : -- 
Him to be Lord of cueryliuing wight, 4 EITY b 
He made by loue out of his ownelike mould, 
In whom he might his mightieſelfe behold. 
For loue doth loue the thinp belou'd to fee, ' - 
That lik itſelfe in louely ſhapemay bee. - - © .: 


Bur Man, fo of bis Makers grace, 

No leſſe then Angels, whom-he 61d enſew, 

Fell from the hope of promiſt heauenly place, 

Into the mouth of death, toſinners dew, 

And all his off-fpring into thraldome threw : 
Where they for euer ſhould m bonds remaine, © 
Of neuer dead, yet cuer dying paine., 


Till that great Lord of Loue, which him ar firſt 
Made of meerc loue, and after liked well, 
Secing him lie like creature long accurſt, 
In that deepe horror of deſpeired bell, 
Him wretch in doole would Jetno longer dwell, 
But caſt our of that bondage to redeeme, 
And pay the price, all were bis debtextreeme. 


Our of the boſome of eternall bliſs, 

In which he raigned with his glorious fire, 

He downe deſcended, likea moſt demiſs 

And abicrhrall, in fleſhes fraile attire, 

That be for him might pay finnes deadly hire, 
And him reſtoreynto that happy ſtate, 
In which he ſtood before his hapleſs fate, 


In fleſh at firſt the guilt committed was, 
Therefore in fleſh it muſt be ſatisfide: 
Nor ſpirit, nor Angell, though they man ſurpas, 
Could makeamends to God for mans miſguide, 
Butonely man himlelfe, who ſelfe did flide, 

So taking fleſli of facred Virgins wombe, 

For mans dearelake, he did a man become. 


And that moſt bleſſed body, which was borne 
Without all blemiſh or reproachfull blame, 
Hefreely gaueto be both rent and torne 
Of cruell hands, who with deſpightfull ſhame 
Reuiling him, that them moſt le became, 
Atlength him nayled on a gallow tree, 
And ſlew the iuſt, by moſtyniuſt decree, 


O huge and moſt vnſpeakeable impreflion 

Ofloues deepewound, thatpierſt thepitious hart 

Ofthat deare Lord with fo cntire affeion, 

And ſharply launcing cuery innerpart, 

Dolours ofdeathinto his ſouledid dart; - ' 
him dic, that neuer it deſerued, 


Don_ ] 
To frec his foes, that from his heaſt had fiveruce 


What hart can feele leaſt touch of fo ſore launch, 
Or honget can thinkethe depth of ſodearewound? 
Whoſe bleeding ſourſe their {treames yet neuer ſtaunch, 
Bur ſtill do lowe, and freſhly ſtill redound, 
To healc the ſores of finfull ſoules vnſound, 

And<clenſc the guilt of thatinfeRed crime, 

Which was cnrooted in all fleſhly flime, 


O bleſſed well of loue! 8 lowre of grace! 
O glorious Morning ſtare! 6 Lampe of light ! 
Moſt = ra ofthy fathers face, 
Eternall King o gory, Lordof might, 
Meeke lambe of God beforeall world behight, 
How can wethee requite for allthis good? 
Or what can prizethatthy moſtprecious blood ? 


Yet nought thou ask'ſt in lieyof all this loue, 
But loue of ys, forguerdon ofthy paine. | 
Aye me: what can vs lefſethen that behoue 

Had herequired life of vs againe, ' 

Hadit beene wrong to aske his owne with gaine ? 


He 
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He gaue vs life, he it reſtored loſt 3 
Then life were leaſt, that vs ſo little coſt, 


Bur he our life hath left vnto vs-free, 
Free that was thrall, and bletſed that was band ; 
Ne oughtdemaunds, but that welouing bee, 
As he himſelfe hath lou'dvs aforc-hand, 
And bound thereto with an etetnall band, 
Him firſtto Joue, that vs ſo dearly bought, 
And next, our brethren to his image wronght. 


Him firſt to loue, greatright and reaſon is, 
Who firſtco vs our life and beeing gaue; 
And after, when wefarcd had amis, 

Vs wretches from the ſecond death did faue : 
And aft, the food of life, which now we haue, 
Euen hee himſfelfe in his dearefacrament, 
To feede our hungry ſoules vnto ys lent. 


Then next, to loue our brethren, that were made 
Of that ſelfe mould, and that (clfe Makers hand, 
T hat we; and to theſame againe ſhall fade, 
Where they ſhall hauc ketone of land, 
How-euer here on higher ſteps we ſtand; 
Which alſo were with ſelfe ſame price redeemed 
That we, how-euer of ys light Sonned, 


And werethey not, yetſith thatlouing Lord 
Commaunded vs toloue them for his ſake, 
Euen for his ſake, and for his ſacred word, 
Which in his laſt bequeſt he to vs ſpake, 
We ſhould them loue, & with theirneedspartake; 
Knowing, that whatſoere to them we giue, 
We giueto him, by whom we all doeliue, 


Such mercy he by his moſt holyreed 

Vnto vs taught, and to approucittrew, 

Enſampled ut by bis mo on deed, 

Shewing vs mercy (miſcrablecrew) 

That wethelike ſhould ro the wretches ſhew, 
And loue our brethren ; thereby to approuc, 
How muck himſelfe that loued vs, we loue. 


Thenrouze thy ſelfe, © carth, out of thy ſoyle, 
Inwhich thou wallow'ſtlike to filthy (wine, 
And dooſt thy mind in durtypleafures moyle, . 
Vamindfull of that deareſt Lord of thine; 
Lift vp to him thy heauie clouded eyne, 
That thou his ſoucraigne bounty maiſt behold, 
Andread through louc his mercies manifold, 


Begin from firſt, where he cncradled was 

Tn fimple cratch, wraptin a wad of hay, 

Betwcen thetoylefull Oxe and humble Aﬀe, 

And in what rags, and in how baſearay, 

The glory of our heauenly riches lay, 
When him the filly Shepheards camero ſee, _ 
Whom greateſt Princes ſought on loweſt knee. 


From thence read on the ſtory ofhis life, 
His humble carriage, bis vnfaulty waies, 


His cancred foes, his fights, his toyle, his !trife, 

His paines, his pouerty, his ſharpe afſacs, 

Through which he paſt his miſerable daics, 
Offending none, and dooing good to all, 
Yer beeing maliſt both of great and (inal. 


And lookeatlaſt, how ofmoſt wretched wi ohes 

He taken was, betrayd,and fille acculed, 

How with moſt ſcornfullraunrs, 8 fell deſpights 

He was reui'd,diſpraſt, and foule abuſed, 

How ſcourg'd,how crownd, how buffered, how bruſed ; 
And laftly, how twixt robbers crucifide, ({ide 


Wirh bitter wounds,throgh hands, throgh feer;throgh 


Then lct thy flinty hart that feeles no paine, 
Empierced be withpittifull remorſe, 
Andletthy bowels bleedin euery vaine, 
At ſight of his moſt ſacred heauenly corſe, 
So torneand mangled with malicious force: 
Andletthy ſoule,whole finnes his forrowes wrought. 
Meltinto teates, and groncin grieued thought, 


With ſenſe whereof, whilſt ſo oe ſoftned fpirie 
Is inly toucht, and humbled with meeke zeale, 
Through meditation of his endlefſe merit, 
Lifrvp % mind toth'author ofthy weale, 
And to his ſoucraigne mercy doeappealc ; 
Learne him to loue, thatloued thee ſo deare, 


Andinthy breaſt his blefled image beare, 


With all thy hart, with allthy ſoule and mind, 
Thou muſt him loue, and his beheaſts embrace: 
All otherloucs, with which the world doth blind 
Weake fancies; and ſtirrevp affeions baſe, 
Thou muſt renounce, and vtterly difplace, 

And giuc thy ſelfe vnto himfull and free, 

That full and freely gaue himſelfefor thee. 


Then ſhalt thou feele thy ſpiritſo polleſt, 

And rauiſht with deuouring great defire 

Of his deareſelfe, that ſhall thy feeblebreſt 

Inflame with Joue, _ ſer _ all on fire 

With burning zealc, through'euery part entire, 
Thatin oocarchly thing chouſhal delight, 
But in his ſweerand amiable fight. | 


Thenceforth, all worlds defire will ia thee die, 
And allearthsglory, on which men doe gaze, 
Secme durt and droflc in thy pure = cyc, 
Compar'd to that celeſtiall beauties blaze, 
Whole glorious beames allfleſhly ſenſe doth daze 
With admiration of their paſſing light, 
Blinding the eyes, and luminiog the ſpright, 


Then ſhall thy rauiſht ſoulc inſpired bee 
With heauenly thoughts, farre aboue humane skill, 
Andthy brightradianteyes ſhall plainly ſee 
Th'Idee of his pure glory, preſent ſti 
Before thy face, that all thy {piritsfhall fill 
With ſweet enragement ofceleſtiall loue, 
Kindled thro oh fight of thoſe faire things aboue. 
F 2. FINIS, 
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AN HYMNE, OF HE A- 


uenlie Beautie. 


Apt with the rage of mine owne rauiſht thought, 
Through contemplation of thoſe goodly fights, 
And glorious Imagesin heauen wrought, _ 
Whoſe wondrous beauty breathiug tweet delights, 
Doe kindle loue in high conceited ſprights : 
I faine to tell che things thatI behold, _ 
Bat fecle my wits to faile, and tongue to fold. - 


Vouchſafethen, © thou moſt almighcic Spright, 
From whom all gifts of wit and knowledge <2 
To ſhed into my breaſt ſome ſparkling lighr 
Of thineeternall Truth ; that I may ſhowe 
Some little beames to morrtall eyes belowe, 
Of thatimmorrtall beautie, there with thee, 
Which in my weake diſtraughted mindT lee. 


That with the glorie of ſo goodly ſight, 

The harts of men,which fondly here admure 

Faire-ſceming ſhewes, and feede on vaine delight, 

Tranſported with celcſtiall defire 

Ofthoſcfaire formes, may lift themſelues vp hier, 
Andlearne to loue with zealous humble dewty, 
Th'eternall fountaine of that heauenly beautie. 


Beginning then belowe, with th'cafieview 

Of this baſe world, ſubicQ to fleſhly eye, 

From thence to mount aloft by £4 6 dew, 

To contemplation ofth' immortall skie.. 

Of the ſoare Fauicon ſo I learne to flie, 
That flags awhilc her fluttering wings beneath, 
Till ſhe Ferſelfe for ſtronger flight can breath. 


Then looke who liſt, thy gazefull eyes to feed 

With ſight of that isfaire, looke on the frame 

Of this wide Yniuerſe, and therein reed 

The endlefle kinds of creatures, which by name 

Thou canſtnot count, much lefſe their natures aime : 
All which are made with wondrous wiſe reſpe&, 
And all with admirable beauty deckr, 


Firſt th'Earth, on Adamantine pillers founded, 

Amid the Sea, engirt with braſen bands ; 

Then th'Ayre ſtill flitting, but yet firmly bounded 

On euerie ſide, with pyles of flaming brands, . 

Neuer conſum'd, nor quencht with mortall hands 
Andlaſt, that mightic ſhining cryſtall wall, 
Wherewith he hath encompaſſed this All, 


By view whereof, itplainly may appeare, 

Tharſtillas cuery ing Joh — tend, 

And furtheris from earth, ſo ſtill more cleare 

And faireit growes, tillto hisperfeQend 

Ofpureſt beautie, it at laſt aſcend : 

Ayre morethen water, fire much more then ayre, 
And heauen thenfire appeares more pure and fayre. 


Looke thou no further, but afxe thine eye, 
On that bright ſhinic round ſtill moouing Maſle, 
The houſe of bleſſed Gods, which men call Sx rx x, 
All ſow'dwith gliſtring ſtarres more thicke then graſle, 
Whereof each other doth in brightneſle paſle ; 

But thoſe two moſt, which ruling night and day, 

As King and Queene, the heauens Empire ſway, 


And tell me then, what haſt thou cuer ſeene, 

That to their beautic may compared bee, _ 

Or canthe ſight thatis moit ſharpe and keene, 

Enduretheir Captaines flaming head to ſec? 

How much lefſc thoſe, much higherin degree, 
And ſo muchfairer, and much more then theſ*, 
As thcſeare fairer then theland and ſeas ? 


For,farre aboue theſe heauens which here welſee, 

Be others, farre exceeding theſe in light, 

Not bounded, not corrupt, as theſe ſame bee, 

Bur infinite in largeneſle and in hight, 

Vamouing, vncorrupt,and ſpotleſſe bright, 
Thatnecdno Sunnet'illuminate their ſpheres, 
But their owne natiue light,farre paſſing theirs. 


And as theſe heauens ſtillby degreesariſe, 
Vatill they come to their firſt Mouers bound, 
Thatin his mighty compaſſe doth compriſe, 
And carry all the reſt with him around; 
So thoſe likewiſe doc by degrees redound, - 
Andriſe more faire,till they atlaſtarriue 
To the moſt faire, whereto they all doe ſtrive. 


Faire is the heauen, where happy ſoules haue place, 
In full enioyment of felicitie, 


| Whence they doe ſtill behold the elorious face 


Ofthe diuine eternall Majeſtic : | 

More faireis that, wherethoſeIp t x $s on hie 
Enranged be, which PL a T o ſo admired, 
AndpureINTELLI1GENCES from God inſpired, 


Yet fairer is that heauen, in which doe raigne 
TheſouerainPovygRs &mightyPoTENTATES, 
Which in their high proteQtions doecontaine 
All mortall Princes, and imperiall States; 
And fayrer yet, whereas the royall Seates 
And heauenly DoMInNa TION sareſct, 
From whom all carthly goucraance is fer, 


Yetfar morefaire bethoſe bright CHzRvBiNs, 

Which all with golden wings arc ouer-dight, 

And thoſe eterhall burging SER aPHINS, 

Which from their fages dart our ficrie light; 

Yer fairer then the Both, and much more bright 
 Beth'Angels and Archangels, which attend 


On Gods owneperlon, withoutreſt or end. 
| Theſe 
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Theſe thus in faire each other farre cxcelling, ? 
As to the Higheſt they approach more neare, 
Yer 1s that Higheſt farre beyond all telling, 
Fairer then all the reſt which there appeare, 
Though all their beauties 10nd together were : 
How then can mortall tongue hope to expreſſe 
The image of ſuch cndlefle perfeQneſle? 


Ceaſe then my tongue, and lend vnto my mind 

Leaueto bethinke how great that beaurie is, 

Whoſe vtmoſt parts fo beautifull I find : 

How much morcthoſe effcntiall parts of his, 

His truth, his loue, his wiſedome, and his blis, 
His grace, his doome, his mercy aud his might, 
By which he lends vs of himſelfe a fight, 


Thoſevnto all he daily doth diſplay, 

And ſhew himſelfein th' image of his grace, 

As ina looking glafle, through which he may 

Be ſeene, of all his creatures vile and baſe, 

Thar are vnableellſe to ſee his face, 
His glorious face which gliſtereth elſeſo bright, 
That th*Angels {clues cannot endure his fight. 


But wefraile wights, whoſe ſight cannot ſuſtaine 
The Sun-bright beames, when he on vs doth ſhine, 
Bur that their points rebutted backe againe 
Are duld, how can weſce with feeble cyne, 
The glory of that Maicſtie diuine; 
In fight of whom both Sun and Moone are darke, 
Cormparcd to his leaſt reſplendent ſparke ? 


The meanes therefore which ynto vs is lent 
Him to behold, is on his works to looke, ' 
Which he hath madein beautic excellent, 
Andin theſame, as in a braſen booke, 
Toread enregiſtredin eucry nooke 
His goodnes, which his beautie doth declare. 
For all thats good, is beautifull and faire, 


Thence gathering plumes of perfe& ſpeculation, 
To impe the wings of thy high flying mind, 
Mount vp aloft through heaucnly contemplation, 


From this darke world, whoſe damps the foule do blind, 


And like the natiue brood of Eagles kind, 
On that bright Sunne of glory fixe thine eyes, 
Clear'd from groſle miſts of fraile infirmitics. 


Humbled with feare and awfull reuerence, 
Before the footſtoole of his Maieſtie, 
Throwethy ſelfe downe with trembling innocence, 
Ne dare looke yp with corruptible eye, 
On the drad face of thatgreat Dz1'rrs, 
For feare, leaſt if he chaunce to looke on thee, 
Thou turne to nought, andquite confounded bee. 


But lowely full before his Mercie ſeate, 
Cloſe couered with the Lambes integritie, 
From the iuſt wrath of his aucngefull threat, 
That its vpan the righteous throne on hie: 
His throne is built ypon Er@raine, 


More firme and durable then ſteele or bralle, 
Or the hard Diamond, which them both dorh paſſe. 


His ſcepter is therod of Righteouſneſle, 

With which he bruſeth all his foes to duſt, 

And the great Dragonſtrongly doth repreflc, 

Vnder the rigour of his iudgement iuſt : 

His {eateis Truth, to which the Faithfull truſt; 
From whence proceed her beames ſo pure & bright, 
Thar all about him ſheddeth glorious light. 


Light farre exceeding that bright blazing ſparke, 
Which dartedis from T 1T a x s flaming head, 
T hat with his beames enlumineth the darke 
The darke damp ayre, whereby all things are red : 
Whoſe nature yet ſo much ismaruelled 

Of mortal wits, that it doth muck amaze 

The greateſt Wilards, which thereon doe gaze, 


But that immortall light which there doth ſhine, 

Is many thouſand times more bright, morecleare, 

More excellent, more glorious, more dijuine, 

Through which to God all mortall ations here, 

Andeuen the thoughts of men, doe plaine appeare : 
Forfrom th'eternall Truth it doth proceed, 


Throngh heauenly vertue, which her beams dobreed. 


With thegreat glory of that wondrous light, 


His throne is all encompatled around, 


And hid in his ownebrightneſle from the fight 

Of all that looke thereon with eyes vnſound : 

And ynderneath his feetareto befound 
Thunder, and lightning, andtempeſtuous fire, 
The inſtruments of his auenging ire, 


There in his boſomeSaprtnNCEcdoth fir, 

The ſoueraine dearling ofthe DziTI1s, 

Clad like a Queene inroyall robes, moſt fie 

For ſo great powre and peerelefle maicſtic; 

And all with gemmes and jewels gorgeouſly 
Adornd, that brighter then the ſtarres appeare, 
And make her natiue brightnes ſeeme more cleare- 


And on her head acrowne of pureſt gold 
Is ſer, in ſigne of higheſt ſoucraignric, 
Andin her hand a ſcepter ſhe doth hold, 
With which ſhe rules the houſe ef God on hic, 
And menageth the euer-mouing sky, 
And in the ſame theſe lower creatures all, 
SubieCted to her powreimperiall. 


Both heauen andearth obey vnto her will, 
And all the creatures which they both containe : 
For of her fulneſſe which the world doth fill, 
They all partake, and doe in ſtate remaine, 
Asthcir great Maker did at firſt ordaine, 

Through obſeruation of her high beheaſt, 

By which they firſt were made, and ſtill increaſt. 


The faireneſſe of her face no tongue cantell, 


For ſhe, the daughters of all wemens race, 
And 
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And Angels eke, in beautie doth excell, 

Sparkled on her from Gods owne glorious face, 

And more increaſt by her owne goodly grace, 
That it doth farre exceed all humane thought, 
Ne can on earth comparedbeto ought, 


Ne could that Painter (had he liued yet) 
Which picturdV x vs with ſo curious quill, 
That all poſteritic admired it, 
Haue purtrayd this, for all bis maiſtring skill; | 
Ne ſhe herſelfe, had ſhe remained ftill, 
And were as faire, as fabling wits doe faine, 
Could once come neare this beaute ſoucraine. 


But had thoſe wits, the wonders of their dayes, 

Or that ſweet T x 1 a N Poet, which did ſpend 

His plentious veine in ſetting forth her praiſe, 

Seene but aglimſe of this which I pretend, 

How wondrouſly would he herface commend, 
Aboue that Idole of his fayning thought, 
Thatall the world ſhould with his rimes be fraught? 


How then dare I, thenouice of his Art, 

Preſumeto picture ſo diuine a wieht, 

Or hopetexpreſlc her leaſt perfeCtions part, 

Whoſe bcautie filles the heauens with her light, 

And darkes the earth with ſhadowe of her ſight ? 
Ah gentle Mufe, thou arttoo weake and faint, 
The pourtraiCt of ſo heauenly hew to paint. 


Let Angels, which her goodly face behold, 

And ſceatwill, her ſoucraigneprailes fing, 

Andthoſe moſt ſacred myſteries vnfold, 

Of that faircloue of mightic heauens King, 

Enough is me t'admire ſo heauenly thing : 
And beeing thus with her huge loue polleſt, 
In th'onely wonder of herſelfetoreſt, 


But whoſo may, thrice happy man him hold, 
Ofall on earth, whom God! {A much doth grace, 
And lets his owne Bceloued to behold: 
Forin the view of her celeſtiall face, 
Allioy, all bliſfe, all happineſle haueplace, 
Ne ought on earth can wantvntothewight, 
Who of her ſelfe can win the wiſhfull fight. 


; For ſhee, out of herſecret treaſurie, 

Plentie of riches forth on himwill poure, 

Eucn heauenly riches, which there hidden lie 

Within the cloſctofher chaſteſt bowre, 

Th'ercrnall portion of her precious dowre, 
Which mighty God hath giuen to her free, 
And to all thoſe which thercof worthy bee. 


None thercof worthy be, but thoſe whom ſhee 
Vouchlafcth to her preſence to receiue, 


_ Of this vile world, and theſe gay-ſceming things; 


>. — 


Andletteth then her louely face to ſee, 

Whereof ſuch wondrous pleaſures they conceiue, 

And {weet contentment, that it doth bereaue 
Their ſoule of ſenſe, through infinite delight, 
And them tranſport from ticth into the ſpright. 


In which they ſee ſuch admirable things, 

As carries them into an extaſle, 

And heareſuch heauenly notes, and carolings 

Of Gods high praiſc, that filles the bralen sky, 

And feele ſuch ioy andpleatureinwardly, | 
That maketh them all worldly cares forget, 
And onely thinke on thatbefore them ſer. 


Nefrom thenceforth doth any fleſhly ſenſe, 

Or idle thought of earthly things remaine: 

Butall thatearſtſeemd ſweet, ſecmes now offence, 
And allthat pleaſed carſt, now ſcemes a paine. 


| Their joy, their comfort, their deſire, their gaine, 


Is fixedall on thatwhich now they lee, 
All other ſights bur fained ſhadowes bee. 


And that faire lampe, which vſcth to enflame 
The harts of men withſelfe-conſuming fire, 
Thenceforth ſeemes foule, and full of finfullblame; 
Andall that pompe to whichproud minds aſpire 
By name of honour, and ſo much defire, 
Seemes to them baſeneſle, and all riches drofle, 
Andall mirth (adnes, and all lucrelofle. 


Sofull their eyes are of that glorious fight, 
And ſenſesfraughtwith ſuch fatictie, 
That in nought elſe on carth they can delight, 
But inth'aſpeR ofthatfelicitie, 
Which they have writtcn in their inward eye; 
On which they feed, and intheir faſt'ned mind, 
All happy ioy and full contentment find, 


Ah then my hungry ſoule, which long haſt fed 
On idle fancies of my fooliſh thought, 
Andwith falſe beauties flattering bait miſled, 
Haſt after vaine deccitfull ſhadowes ſought, 
Which all arefled, and now haue left thee —_ 
Butlaterepentance through thy follics pricte 
Ah ccaſeto gaze on matter ofehy orice, 
And looke atlaſt yp to that ſoucraigne light, 
From whoſepare beames all perfeCtt beautie ſprings, 
That kindleth loue in cuery godly ſpright, 
Euen the truce loue of God;wlich oathing brings 


With whoſe ſweet pleaſures beeing (lo polleſt, 
Thy ſtraying thoughts henceforth for cucrreſt, 
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TO THE RIGHF RHROTNA- 
ble and vertuons Lady Helena, Marquefle of 
. Ne orth-hampton. 


= Hauethe rather preſumed , humbly co offer vnto your 
1 2&4 Honour, the dedication of this liccle Poeme, forthart the 
E&25| noble and vertuous Gentlewoman of whom: icis writ- 

&, | cen, was by match neere allied, and in affetion grearly 
deyored vnto your Ladiſhip. The occaſion why I wrote 
he ſame, was as well the great good fame which I heard 
of her deceaſſed, as the particular good will which I 
bearevnto her husband Maſter Arthur Gorges, alouer of learning & ver- 


' tuc: whoſe houſe, as your Ladiſhip by mariage hath honoured, ſo dol find 


chenameof them by many notable records, to be of greatantiquitie in this 
Realme; and ſuchas haueeuer borne themſelues with honourable repura- 
riontothe world, and vnſpotted loyaltie to their Prince and country : be- 
ſides, ſolineally arethey deſcended from the Howards, as that the Ladie 
Anne Howard, eldeſt daughter to 79hn Duke of Norfolke, was wife to Sir 
Edmand, mother co Sir Edward, and grand-mother to Sir William and Sir 
Thomas Gorges, Knights. Andthcrefore I doeafluremy lelfe, that no due 
honour doneto the white Lyon, but will be moſt grarcfull ro your Lady- 
ſhip, whoſe husband and chuldren doe fo neerly participate with the blood 
of thatnoble family. So in all dutie I recommend this Pam- 
phler, and the goodacceprance thereof, ro your hono- 
rable fauour and prote&tion. London this 
firſtof Tanuary. 15 91. 


Your Honors humbly ener, 


Edm. Sp. 
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Hat-euer man he be, whoſc heauy mind 


With grief of mournful great mishap oppreſt, 
Fit matter for his cares increaſe would find, 


Let read the rufull plaint herein expreſt, 

O: one (I weene) the wofulſt man aliue ; 
Euenſad AL c Y oO N, whoſe empierced breſt; 
Sharpe ſorrowe did in thouſand pecces riue, 


But whoſoelſcin pleaſure findeth ſenſe, 

Or in this wretched life doth take delight, 
Lethim be baniſht farre away from hence: 

Ne let the ſacred Siſters here be hight, 

Though they of forrowe heauily can1ing; 

For cuen their heauie ſor would breed delight: 
But here no tunes,ſauc ſobs and grones ſhall ring, 


In ſtead of them, and their ſweet harmonie, 

Let choſe three fatall Siſters, whoſe (ad hands 
Doe weauethe direfull threds of deſtinie,: - 

And in their wrath breake off the vitall bands, 
Approach heereto : and let the dreadfu!l Queene 


Of garknes deepe comefromthe STY'& 1A n ſtrands; © 


Aud griſly Ghoſts to heare this dolefull teene, 


In gloomie cuening, when the weatie Sun, 
Aftcr his dayes long labour drew toreſt, . + 
And fiveatic ſteedes now hauing ouer-run 
The compaſt skie, gan-witer in the Weſt, -- 
I walkt abroad to breathe the freſhing ayre 
In open fields, whoſe flowrivg pride oppreſt 
With early froſts, had loſt their beiuty \Hiog 


There came ynto my raitd a troublous thought, 
Which daily doth my weaker wit poflels, 

Ne lets it reſt, vatill it forth haue brought 

Her long borne Infant,fruit ofheauineſs, 
Which the conceiued haththrough meditation 

. Of this worlds vainneſs, and lifes wretchedneſs, 
"I hatyet my ſouleitdeepely doth empaſſion, 


So as I muſed on themiſerie = © 
la which men liue, and T of many moſte, 
Moſt miſerable man; I did'eſpy tals 
YVheretowards me aſory wight did coſte, 
Clad all in black, that mourning did bewray, 
And Ia a t © Bs ſtaffeinhand devoutly croft, 
| Like to lomePilgrim,cgme from farrcaway. 


His careleſs locks, vncombed and vnſhorne, 
Hung long adowne, and beard all oucr-growne, 
Thar well he ſeemd to be ſome wight forlorne ; 
Downe tothe earth his heauie eyes were throwne, 
As loathing light: and eueras he wenr, 

He tighed oft, andinly deepe did grone, 

As it his hart 1n peeces would hauc rent. 


Approaching nigh, his face I viewed nere, 
And by the ſemblant of his countenaunce, 
Me ſ{ecmd I had his perſon ſcene elſewhere, 
Moſt like AL cy on ſecming ata glaunce; 
AL c Yon hee, the jolly Shepheard fwaine, 
Thar wont full merrily to pype and daunce, 
And fill with pleaſance euery wood and plaine. 


Yethalfe in doubt, becauſe of his diſtuiſe, 

I ſoftly ſaid, AL c yo N? There-withall 

He lookr afide as in diſdainfull wiſe, 

Yet ſtayed tot : till Tagaine did call; 53 
Then turning backe, he ſaid with hollow ſound, 
Who is it, that doth name mee, wofu!l thrall, 


' The wretched man that rreads this day on oround? 


One, whom like wofulneſs impreſſed deepe, 
Hath made fit mate thy wretched caſe to heare, 
And ojiuenlike cauſe with thee to waile and weepe * 
Griete finds ſome eaſe by him that like does beares 
Then ſtay A LC YoN, gctitle ſhepheard ſtay 

( Quoth I) tillthou haue to my truſtie eare 
Committed, what thee doth ſo ill apay. 


Ceaſe fooliſh man (ſaid he, halfe wrothfully) 
Toſecke to heatethat which cannot be told : 
For the hugeangwiſh, which doth multiply 
My dying paines, no tonguecan well vnfold; 
Ne doe I care, that any ſhould bemone-: 

My hard mishap or any weepe thatwould, 
But ſceke atone to weepe, and die alone. 


Then be it ſo, quoth T, that thay att bent 

To die alone, vopittied, voplained, 

Yetere thou dic, it wete-conuenzent 
To tell the cauſe; which thee thereto conſtrained ; 
Leaſt that the world thee dead, accule of guilt, 
And ſay, when thou ot none ſhalt be maintained, 
That thou for ſecret crimethy blood haſt ſpilt, 
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Who life dooes loath, and longs to be ynbound 
From the ſtrong thackles of fraile fleſh >quoth hee, 
Nought cares at all, what they that liae on ground 
Deeme the occaſion of his death to bee: 

R ther defires to be _— quight, 

Then queſtion made of his calamitie. 

For harts deepe ſorrowe hates both life and light. 


Yet fith ſo muchthou ſcem'ſt to rue my griete, 
And car'ſt for onethar for himſelfe cares nought, 
(Signe of thy [pue, though nought for my relicfe : 
For my relicfe exceedcth luing thought) 

T will to thee this heauie caſe relate, 

Then harken well tillitto end be brought, 

For neuer didſt thou heare more haplelle fate, 


Whilome I v{de (as thouright well dooſt know) 

My little locke on Weſterne-downes to keepe, 

Nor far from whence SABRINA& $ ſtream doth flow, 
And flowrie banks with filucr 11quor ſteepe : 
NoughtcardeTI then for woridly change or chaunce 
For all my ioy was on my gentle ſheepe, 

And to my pipe to caroll and to daunce, 


It there befell, as I the fields did range 

Fearelefſe and free, a faire young Lioneſle, 
White as the natiue Role before the change, 
Which V x xv $s blood dil in her leaues1mpreſle, 
I ſpied playing onthe grafhie plaine 

Her youthful] ſports and kindly wantonneſle, 
That did all other Beaſts in beaurie ſtaine, 


Much was I moouedatſo goodly ſight, 

Whoſe like before, mine eye had ſeldome ſeene, 
And gan to caſt, how Iher compaſſe might, 
And bring to hand, that yethad neuer becne: 
Sowell I wrought with mildnes and with paine, 
That Ther caught diſporting on the greene, 
And brought away faſt bound with hluer chaine, 


And afterwards, I handled her ſo faire, 

That though by kind ſhe ſtout and faluage were, 
For becing borne an ancient Lions heire, 

. And of the race, that all wild beaſts doe feare; 
Yet I herfram'd and wan fo to my bent, 

That ſhez became ſo meeke and milde of cheare, 
As the lcaſtlambein all my flock that went. 


For ſhee in field, where-ener I did wend, 

Would wend with me, and wait by me all day : 
And all the nighttharT in watch did ſpend, 

If cauſe requir'd, orelſein Nleepe, if nay, 

She would all night by me or watch orfleepe 3 
And cuermore whenT did ſleepe or play, 

She of my flocke would take full wary keepe. 


Safe then and ſafeſt were ty fillic ſheepe, 

Ne fear'd the Wolfe, ne feat'd the wildeſt beaſt : 
All were I drown'd in carelefle quiet deepe: 
My lonely Lioneſs without beheaſt 

So carcfull was for them, and for my good, 


k 


That when I waked, neither moſt nor leaſt 
I found miſcaricd or in plaine or wood. 


Oft did the Shepheards, which my hap did heare, 
And oft their Lafſes, which my luck enuide, 
Daily reſort to me from farre and neare, 

To ſee my Lioneſle, whoſe praiſes wide 

Were ſpred abroad; and when her worthineſle 
Much greater then the rude report they tride, 
They her did praiſe, and my goodfortune bleſſe. 


Long thus Iioyed in my happineſs, 

And well did hope my ioy would haue no end: 
But oh ! fond man, that in worlds fickleneſs 
Repoſedſt hope, or weenedft her thy friend, 
That glorics moſt in mortall miſeries, 
Anddaily doth her changefull counſels bend 
To make new matter, fitfor Tragedies, 


For whilſt I was thus without dread or doubt, 
A crucll Sa T Y kx with his murdrous dart, 
Greedy of miſchicfe, ranging all about, 

Gaue her the fatall wound of deadly ſmart: 
And reft from me my ſweet companion, 

And reft from me wy louc, my life, my hart; 
My Lioncſle (ah woe is me)is gone. 


Out of the world thus was ſhe reft away, 

Out of the world, vnworthy ſuch a ſpoyle ; 
And borne to heauen, for heauen a fitterprey : 
Much fitter then the Lyon, which with toyle 
ALCYD=ss flew, and fixtin firmament: 
Her now I ſeckethroughoutthis earthly ſoyle, 
And ſecking miſle, and miſsing doc lament. 


Therewith he gan afrcſh to waile and weepe, 

Thatl for pitty of his heauy plight, 

Could notabſtaine mine eyes with tearesto ſteepe : 
But whenT ſaw the anguiſh of his ſpright 
Somedeale alayd,I him beſpakeagaine ; 

Certes AL c Y ON, painfullisthy plight, 
Thatitin me breeds almoſt e<quall paine. 


Yet doth not my dull witwell vaderſtand 

The riddle of thy loucd Lioneſle; 

For rare it ſeemes in reaſon to be skand, 

Thar man, who doth the whole worlds rule poſleſle, 
Should to a beaft his noble hartembaſz, 

And be thevaſlall of his yaſlalefle: -. 

Therefore more plaine aread this doubtfull caſe, 


Then ſighing ſore, D a Þ x thou knew'ſt,quoth he, 
She now is dead; ne more endur'd to (ay : 

But fe! to ground for great extremitie, 

ThatT beholding it, with deepe diſmay 

Was much appald, and lightly him vprearing, 

Reuoked life, that would haucfled away, 

All were my ſclfethrough griefe in deadly drearing, 


Than gan I him to comfort all my beſt, 
And with milde counſaile Grouc to mitigate ow 
c 
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The ſtormy paſſon of his troubled breſt; 

Put he thereby was more empaſlionate : 

As ſtubborne ſteed, that is with curbe reſtrained, 
Becorpes more fierce and feruent in his gate, 


And breaking forth at laſt, thus dearnly plained ; 


x What man henceforth that breatheth vitall ayre, 
Will honour heauen, or heauenly powers adore? 
Which fo vaſtly do their judgements ſhare 
Mongſt earthly wights, as to afflict ſo ſore 

The innocent, as thoſe which doe tranſgreſle, 
And doenot ſpare the beſt or faireſt, more 

Than woiſt or fowleſt, but doe both oppreſle, 


If this be right, why did theythen create 

The world fo fuire, fith faireneſle is negleCted? 
Or why bethey themſelues immaculate, 

If pureſt things be not by them reſpe&ed ? 

She faire, ſhe pure, moſt faire, moſt pure ſhewas, 
Yet was by them as thing impure reieCed: 
Yetſhe1n pureneſle, heauen it ſelfe did pas, 


In pureneffe and in all celeſtiall grace, 

That men admire in goodly womankind, 
She did excell, andſeem'd of Angelsrace, 
Liuing on earth like Angell new diuinde, 
Adotn'd with wiſcdome and with chaſtitie, 
And 2!l the dowries of a noble mind, 
Which did her beautie much moce beautifie, 


No age hath bred ({ince faireAs TR x a left 
The finfull world) morevertue in a wight : 
And when ſhe parted hence, with her ſhe reft 
Great hope; and robd her race of bounty quight: 
Well may the ſhepheard Lafſes nowlameot, 
For double loſſe by her hath on them light; 

To loſe both her and bounties ornament. 


NeletE L 15 a, royall Shepheardeſle 
The prayſes of my parted loue enuy, 
For ſhe hath praiſes in all plentiouſneſle, 
Pour'd vpon her, like ſhowers of Cas TALY 
By her owne Shepheard, C o I 1 her own Shepheard, 
That her with heauenly hymanes doth deific, 
Ofruſticke Muſe full hardly to be betterd, 


She is the Roſe, theglory of the day, 

And mine the Primroſe in the lowely ſhade, 
Mine, ah ! notmine; amiffe I mine did fay : 

Not mine, but his, which mine awhile her made: 
Mane to be his, with him to liue for aye: 

O that ſo faire a lowre ſo ſoone ſhould fade, 

And through vatimely tempeſt fall away. 


She fell away in her firſt ages ſpring, 

Whilſt yet her leafe was greene;, and freſh her rind, 
And whilſt her branch faire bloſſomes forth did bring, 
She fell away againſt all courſe of kind : 

For age to die 1s right, but youth is wrong ; 

She fell away like fruite blowne downe with wind 2 
Weepe Shepheard, weepe, to make my vnderlong. 


2 What hart ſo ſtonie hard, butthat would weepe, 
And poure forth fountaines of inceſſant teares? 
What T 1 >£ © N, but wouldlet compaſſion creepe 
Into his breaſt, and pierce his froſen cares ? 

In ſtead of teares, whole brackiſh bitter well 

I waſted haue, my hart bloud dropping weares, 
To thinke to ground how that faire blofſome fell, 


Yet fell ſhenot, as one enforſt to die, 

Ne dyed with dread and grudging diſcontent, 
But as one toyld with traucil, downe doth lye, 
So lay ſhe downe, as if to ſleepe ſhe went, 

And cloſde her eyes with carelefle quietnefle; 
The whiles {oft death away her ſpirithenr, 
And ſouleaſfoyld from fiofull flcſhlineſle, 


Yetercthar life her lodging didforſake, 

Sheall refolu'd, and ready to remoue, 

Calling to me ( ay me ! this wile beſpakez 

ALCc y ON, ah! my firſtand lateſt loue, 

Ah! why does my ALCY oN weepeand mourne, 
And gricue my ghoſt, chat il] mote him behoue, 
As if to me had chaunſt ſome ecuill rourne? 


I, ſith the meſſenger is comefor mee, 

That ſummons foules vnto the bridale feaſt 

Of his great Lord, muſt needs depart from thee, 
And ſtraight obey his ſoueraine bebeaſt: = 
Why ſhould Ax c y o N thenſo fore lament, 
ThatTI from miſery ſhould bereleaſt, 

And freed from wretched long impriſonment? 


Our dayes are full of dolour and diſcaſe, 
Our life afflicted with inceſſant paine, 
Thatnought onearth may leflen or appeaſe, 
Wh: then ſhould I defire here to remaine 2 
Or why ſhould he that loues me, ſorric bee 
For my deliuerance, or atall complaine 

My goodto heare,and toward ioyes to ſce ? 


I go, and long defired haue to goe, 

I goc with gladnes to my wiſhedreſt, 
Whereas no worlds ſad care, nor waſting woe 
May cone, their happy quiet to moleſt, 

But Saints and Angels in celeſtiall thrones 
Eternally him praiſe, that hath them bleſt ; 
There ſhallIbe amongſtthoſc bleſſed ones. 


Yet ereI goe, apledgeT leaue with thee 
Of the late loue, the which betwixt ys paſt 
My young AMBROSIA, inlicuof mee 

Lou her : fo ſhall our loue for cuerlaſt. 

Thus dearc adicu, whom I expect ere lang. 

So hauing ſaid, away ſheſoftly paſt : 
WeepeShepheard,weepe, to make mineynderſong. 


2 Sooftas I record thoſe piercing words, 

Which yet are deepe engraucnin my breſt, 

And thoſelaſt deadly accents, which like ſwords 

Did wound my hart, and rend my bleeding cheft, 

With thoſe ſweet ſugred ſpeeches doe compare, 
G 2, 
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DAPHNAIDA. 


The which my ſoule firſt conquerd and poſlcſt, 
The firſt beginners of my cndlefle care; 


And when thoſe pallid checkes and aſhic hew, 

Tn which fad death his portraiture had writ, 

And whenthoſe hollow eyes and deadly view, 

On which the cloud of ghaſtly night did fir, 

I match with thatſweet ſmile and cheerefull brow, 
Which al the world ſubdued vnto 1t; 

How happy wasT then, and wretched now ? 


How happy was I, when I ſaw her lead 
The Shepheards daughters dnpcing inaround? 
How trimly would ſhe trace and ſoftly tread 

The tender grafle with rofie garland crownd ? 
And when ſhe liſt aduaunce her heauenly voice, 
Both Nymphes & Muſcs nigh ſhe made aſtownd, 
And flocks and ſhepheards caulcd to reioyce. 


But now ye Shepheard Laſſes, who ſhall lead 
Your wandring troupes, or ſing your virclayes? 
Or who ſhall dight your bowres, fith ſheis dead. 
That was the Lady of your holy dayes ? 

Let now your blifſebe turned into bale, 

And into plaints conuert your ioyous playcs, 
And with the ſame fill euery hill and dale, 


Let Bagpipe neuer more be heard to ſhrill, 

That may allure the ſenſes to delight; | 

Ne euer Shepheard ſound his Oaten quill 

Vato the many, that prouoke them might 

To idlepleafance: butler ghaſtlinefle 

And drexric horror dim the chearfall light, 
To makethe image of true heauineſle, 


Let birds be filent on the naked ſpray, 

And ſhady woods reſound with dreadfull yells: 
Let ſtreaming floods theit haſtie courſes ws 
And parching drouth dry vp the cryſtall wells; 
Let th'earth be barren and bring forth no flowres, 
And th*ayre be fild with noyſe of dolefull knells, 
Andwandring ſpirits walke vatimely howres, 


And Nature, nurſe of euery living thing, 

Let reſt herſelfe from her lopg wearineſle, 

And ceaſe henceforth things kindly forth to bring, 
Bat hidious monſters full of vglineſle : 

For ſhe it is, that hath me doncthis wrong, 

No Nurſe, but Stepdame, crucll, mercileſle, 
Weepe Shepheard weepe to make my vnderſong. 


4 My littleflocke, whomearſtT lou'd ſo well, 

And wontto feede with fineſt grafſe that grew, 
Feedeye henceforth on bitter AsSTR OPHELL, 

And ſtinking Smallage, and vnſaueric Rew; 

And when your mawes are with thoſe weeds corrupted, 
Be yethe pray of Wolues : ne will I rew, 

That with your carkafles wild beaſts be glutted, 


Ne worſeto you my filly ſheepe Ipray, 
Neſorer vengeance wiſh on you tof: 


Than to my ſelfe, for whoſe confuſde decay 
To carelefſe heauens I doe daily call: 

But heauens refuſe to heare a wretches cry, 
And cruell death doth ſcorne to come at call, 
Or grant his boone that moſt deſires to die. 


The good and righteous he away doth take, 

To plague th'vnrighteous which aliueremaine : 
But the vngodly ones he doth forſake, 

By living long to multiply their paine : 

Elſe ſurely death ſhould be no puniſhment, 

As the great Iudgeat firſt did itordaine, 

But rather riddance from long languiſhment. 


Thereforemy D a P ws they hauetane away; 
For worthy of a better place was ſhe : 

But me vnworthy willed here to ſtay, 

That with herlack I might tormented be. 

Sith then they ſo haue ordred,I willpay 
Penance to her, according their decree, 


And to her ghoſt doe ſcruice day by day. 


ForI will walkethis wandring pilgrimage, 
Throughout the world from oneto other cnd, 

And in affliction waſte my bitter age. 

My bread ſhall be the anguiſh of my mind, 

My drinke the teares which fro mine eyes doeraine, 
My bed the ground that hardeſt I may find : 

So will I wilfully increaſe my paine. 


And ſhe my Louethat was, my Saint that is, 
When ſhebeholds from her celeſtiall throne 
(In which ſhe ioyeth in cternall blis) 

My bitter penance, will my caſe bemone, 
And pittie me that living thus doe dic: 

For heauenly ſpirits have compaſſion 

On mortall men, and rue their miſcrie, 


So when I haue with ſorroweſatisfide 
Th'importune fates, which vengeance on me ſeeke, 
And th'heauens with long languor pacifide, 

She for pure pitic of my ſuffcrance mecke, 

Will ſend for me; for which Idaily long, 

And will tell then my painfull penance ecke : 
Weepe Shepheard, weepe, to make my vaderſong. 


5 Henceforth I hate what cuer Nature made, 

And in her workmanſhip no pleaſure find : 

For they be all but vaine, and quickly fade. 

So ſoone as on them blowes the Northern wind, 
They tarry not, but flit and fall away, | 
Leauing behind them nought but griefe of mind, 
And mocking ſuch as thinke they on will ſtay, 


I hate the heauen, becauſe it doth with-hold 
Me from my Loue, and cke my Louefrom me ; 
I hate the earth, becauſe it is themould 
Offleſhly flime, and fraile morralitie; 

I hate the fire, becauſeto nought it flies, 

I hatethe Ayre, becaulc ſighes of it be, 

T hate the Sca, becaulc it teares ſupplyes. 


I hate 
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I hate the day, becauſe itlendeth light 
Toſeceall things, and not'my Loueto ſee; 

I hate the darknes, and the dreary night, 
Becauſe they breed (ad balefulneſſe in mee: , 
I hate all times, becauſe all times doe fly 

So faſt away, and may not ſtayed bec, 

Bur as a ſpeedy poſt x is pallcth by, 


] hate to ſpeake, my voice is ſpent with crying : 

I hate to heare, lowd plaints haueduld mine cares: 
I hate to taſte, for foode with-holds my dying : 

I hateto (ee, minceyes are dimd with teares : 

I hate to fmell, no ſweet on carth is left: 

I hateto feele, my fleſh is numbd with feares: 

So all my lenſes from me are bereft, 


I hate all men, and ſhun all womankind; 

The one, becauſe as I they wretched are: 

The other, for becauſc I doe not find 
My Loue with them,that wont to be their Starre : 
An life I hate, becauſe it will notlaſt, ” 
And death T hate, becauſc it life doth marre, 

And all I hate, thatisto come or paſt, 


Soall the world, and all in it I hate, 
Becauſertchangeth euer to-and fro, 

And never ſtandeth in onecertaine ſtate, 

Bur ſtill voſtedfaſt, round about doth g0Cy 
Lite a Miil wheele, in midſt of mileric, 
Driuen with ſtreames of wretchednes and woe, 
That dying lives, and living ſtill does dic. 


So doelT liue, ſodoe I daily die, 

And pine away in ſclfe-conſuming paine: 

Sith ſhe that did my vitall powres ſupply, 

And fecblefpirits in their Þece maintaine 

Is fetcht fro me, why ſecke Ito prolong 

My weariedayes in dolour and diſdaine? 

Weepe Shepheard weepe to make my vnderfong. 


6 Why doeTlonger liuein lifes deſpight, 
And docnot die thenin deſpight of death 2 
Why docT longer ſce this loathſomelight, 
And doe in darknes votabridge my breath, 
Sith all my ſorrowe ſhould have end thereby, 
And cares ftode quiet is it ſo vneath 

To lcaue this life, or dolorous to dye? 


ToliveT find itdeadlydolorous | 
For life drawes care, and care continuall woe * 

Thercforeto dic muſt needs beioyeous, _ - | 
And wiſhfull thipg this ſad lifetoforgoe, 
But I muſt ſtay ; I may it not amend, S-: 


My D a» us hence departing bad me ſo, HIP 
Shebad me ſtayztillſhe forme did ſend, ' - 


Yetwhilſt Tin this wretched vale doe ſtay, © 
My wearie feet ſhall ever wandrivg be, 

'That ſtill I may be ready on my way, 

When as her meffenger doth come for me ; 

Ne will I reſt my fecte for feebleneſle, 


NewillIreſtmy limes forfrailtic, 
NewillI reſt minceyes for heauineſle, 


But as the mother of the Gods, that ſought 
ForfureEVvRYDICE her daughter deere 
Throughout the world, with wofull heauy thought; 
So will I trauell whilſt I carry heere, 

Ne will I lodge, newill I euerlin, 

Ne when as drouping T 1 r andraweth neere, 

To looſe bis teeme, will I take yp my Inne. 


Ne ſleepe (the harbenger of wearic wights) 
Shall cuer lodge vpon minceye-lids more , 

Ne ſhall with reſt refreſh my fainting ſprights, 
Nor failing force to former ſtrength reſtore: 
Burl will wake and ſorrow all the night . 
WuhPr1LvMENES, my fortune to deplore, 
With PHrLvMENSSE; tlic partner of my plight. 


And cuer as I ſee the ſtarreto fall, 

And vnder ground to goe, to giue them light 
Which dwell 1n darknes, I to mind will call, 
How my faire Starre (thatſhin'd on me ſo bright) 
Fell ſuddainly, and faded vnder-ground ; 

Since whoſe departure, day is turnd to night, 
And night withoutaV xx y s ſtare is found, 


But ſoone as Day doth ſhewehis deawieface, 

And cals forth men vnto their toyllome trade, 

I will withdrawe meto ſome Jukufome place, 

Or ſome deere caue, or ſolitaric ſhade; 

There will I ſigh, and forrow all day long, 

And the huge burden of my cares rnlade: 

Weepe Shepheard, weepe, to make my vnderfong, 


7 Henceforth mine eyes ſhall ncuer more behold 
Fairething on carth, ne feed on falſe delight 

Of ought thar framed is of mortall mould, 

Sith that my faireſt flower is faded quight : 

For all I fee is yaine and tranſitory, 

Ne wall be held io any ſtedfaſt plight, 

But in a moment loſe their grace and glory. 


And ye fond men, on Fortunes whiele that ride, 
Or in ought vnder heauen repoſe aſſurance, 

Be it riches, beautic, or honours pride : 

Be ſure that they ſhall haveno long endurance, 
But cre ye be aware will flit away 3 

For-nought of them is yours, but th'only viance 
Of a ſipall time, which none aſcertaine may. 


Aodye rue Louersswhom deſaſtrous chaunce 


Hath farre exiled from your Ladies grace, 


To mgurne in forrowe and {2d ſufferaunce, 
Whenyedoc heare me in that deſert place, 
unentive loud my DAPHNE 5 Elegic, 


7X Helpeime to waile my miſcrable caſe, 
And when lifeparts, vouchſafe tocloſe mine eye. 


A#d ye more happy Louers, which cnioy 


© The preſence of your deareſt loues delight, 
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When ye doe heare my forrowfull annoy, 

Yet pitty me in your empaſſiond ſprightr, 

And thinke that ſuch mishap, as chaunſt to me, 
May happenvnto the moſt happieſt wight ; 

For all mens ſtates alike vnſtedfaſt be. 


And ye my fcllow Shepheards, which do feed 
Your carclefſe flocks on hils and open plaines, 
With better fortune, then did me ſucceed 
Remember yet my vndeſerued paines : 

And when ye heare, that I am dead orlaine, 
Lament my lot, and tell your fellow ſwaines 
Thatſad Ar c y on dyde in lifes diſdaine. 


And yefuire Damlſels, Shepheards deare delights, 
Tharwith your loues doe their rude harts polleſle, 
When as my hearſe ſhall happen to your fights, 
Vouchſlafe to deck the ſame with Cypareſle; 

And euer ſprinkle brackiſh ceares among, 

In pitty of my vndeſeru'd diſtreſle, 

The which I wretch endured haue thus long. 


And ye poore Pilgrims, that withreſtleſſe toyle 
Wearie your {clues in wandrivg deſert wayes, 

Till that you come, where ye your vowes afloyle, 
When palsing by, ye read theſe wofull layes, 

On my graue written, rue my DAP HNES wrong, 
And mourve for me that languiſh out my dayes : 
Ceaſe Shepheard, ceaſe, and end thy vnderſong. 


T Hus when he ended had his heauieplaint, 
The heauieſt plaint that euer I heard ſound, 


WM 7 


His cheekes wext pale, and ſprights began to faint, 
As if againe he would haue Elle to oround; 
Which when I ſaw, I (ſtepping to him light) 
Amoouecd him our of his ſtonie ſwound, 

And gan him to recomfortasI might. 


But he no way recomforted would be, 

Nor ſuffer ſolace to approach him nie, 

But caſting vp a fdeigntull eye at me, 

T hatin his traunceT would not let him lie, 
Did rend his haire, and beate his blubbred face, 
As one diſpoſed wilfully to die, - _ 

That I ſore grieu'd to ſec his wretched caſe. 


Tho when the pang was ſomewhat ouer-paſt, 
And the outrageous paſs10n nigh appeaſed, 

T him defirde, fith day was ouer-calt, 

And darke night Faſt approached, to be pleaſed 
To turne afidevnto my Cabinet, 

An ſtay with me, ull he were better caſed 

Of that ſtrong ſtownd, which him lo ſore beſet. 


But by no meanes I could him win thereto, 

Ne longer him intreat with me to ſtay; 

But withouttaking leaue he forth did goe , 

With ſtaggring pale and gdiſmall lookes diſmay, 

As if that death he in the face had ſcene, 

Or helliſh hags had met vpon the way : __ 
But what of him became, I cannot weene. 
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THE RUINES OF TIME. 
DEDICATED 


To the right Noble and beautifull Ladie, the 
Ladie Marie, Counteſſe of 


Pembrooke, 


== OS T Honourable and bountifull Ladie, there belong 
\ \.1227, (7 fichensdeepe ſowed in my breaſt, theſcedes of moſt en- 
NAN ANVE Zh tire loue and humble affettion vnto chat moſt braue 
\ A ) lo Ne Knight your noble brother deceaſed; which taking 
/ SY £4 IR) roote, began in his life time ſomewhar co bud foorth : 
W222 —=2g8 and to ſhew themſelues to him, as then in the weakneſs 
| of their firſt ſpring; And would in their riper ſtrength 
(had it pleaſed high GodJrill then to drawe our his daics) ſpired foorth 
fruite of moreperfettion. Burt ſich God hath diſdeigned the world of thar 
moſt noble Spirit, which was the hope of all learned men, and che Patron 
of my young Muſes; together with him both their hope of any further 
fruic was cut off, andallo the tender delight of choſe their firſt bloſſomes 
nipped andquite dead. Yer firhens my late comming into England, ſome 
friends of mine (which might much preuaile with me, and indeede com- 
maund me) knowing with how ſtraight bands of durieI was tied to him, 
andallo bound vnto that noble Houſe, (of which rhe cheefe hope then re- 
ſted in him) haue ſought toreuine chem by vpbrayding mee, for char I 
haue not ſhewed any thankful remembrance cowards him or any ofchem; 
bur ſuffer their names to ſleepe in ſilence and forgertulnefle. Whom chiet- 
lic to farisfie, orelſe to auoyd that foule blot of vnthankfulneſle, I haue 
conceiued this ſmall Poeme, intituled by a generall name of The Worlds 
Raines: yer ſpecially intended tothe renowning of tharnoble Race, from 
which both you and he prong, and to theeternizing of ſome of the chiefe 
of them late deceaſed. The which I dedicate vnto your La. as whom it 
moſt ſpecially concernech : and to whom I acknowledge my ſelfe boun- 
den, by many ſingular fauoursand great graces. I pray for your Honora- 
ble happinefle: and o humbly kifſe your hands. 
TY onr Ladiſhips ener 


bumbly at commaund, 
| Edm. Sp. 
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THE PRINTER TO THE 
gentle Reader. 


EF Ince my late ſetting foorth of the Faerie Queene, finding 
F<W2/1 that it hath found a fauourable paſſage among you; I 
EA | hauc fithence endeuoured by all good meancs ( for the bet- 
ter encreaſe and accompliſhment of your delights,) to get 
into my hands ſuch ſmall Pozmes of the ſame Authors, 
4s I heard were diſperit abroad in ſundry hands , &+ not © 
eaſie to be come by, by himelfe ; ſome of them hauing been 
diuerſly imbe7iled and purloyned from him, ſince his departure ouer Sea, Of 
thewhich 1 haue by good meanes gathered together theſe fewe parcels pre- 
ſent, which 1hane cauſed to be imprinted altogether , for that they all ſeeme 
tocontaine like matter of argument in them: beeing all complaints and me- 
ditations of the worlds vanitie, verie graue and profitable. To which effect I 
vnderFand that he beſides wrote ſundry others , namely, Eccleltaſtes, and 
Canticum canticorum zraxſlated, A ſenights ſlumber, The hell of Lovers, 
His Purgatorie, beeing all dedicated to Ladies ; ſo as it may feeme, he meant 
them all to one volume. Beſides, ſome other Pamphlets looſly ſcattered a- 
broade: as, The dying Pellican, The houres of the Lord, The facrifice of 
a Sinner, Theſeauen Pſalmes, &c. Which when 1 can either by bimſelfe , ox 

otherwiſe attaine to, I meane likewiſe for your fanour ſake to ſet forth, 

In the meane time, praying you gently to accept of theſe, 
and praciouſly to entertaine the new 
Poet; 1take leanc. 
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T chaunced me one day befide the ſhore With tender ruth to ſee her ſore conftrainc, 
Of filuer-ſtreaming THames1s to bee, That ſhedding reares awhile, I til! did reſt, 
Nigh wherethe goodly VER LAME ſtoodof yore, And after,did her name of her requeſt. 
Of which there now remaines no menmorie, Name haue 1 none (quoth ſhe) nor any becingy, 
Nor any little monimentto ſec, Bereft of both by Fates yniuſt decreeing, 
By which the trauailer, thatfares thatway, | 
This once was ſhee, may warned be tolay. I was thatCittie, which the garland wore ; 
OfBRITAINSE $pride, deliuered vnto me 
There, on the other ſide, I did behold By Roman x Vidtors, which it wonne of yore; 


A woman fitting ſorrowfully wailing, Though nought at all but ruincs now I bee, 


Rendiog her ycllowelocks, like wine gold, |  Andliein mineowne aſhes,as ye ſee : 
VERLAMETwas; what bootesit thatT was, 


About her ſhoulders careleſly downe trailing, 
And ſtreames of teares fr herfaire eycs forth railing, Sith now I am but weeds and waſtcſuil gras? 
In her right hand a broken rod ſhe held, 
Which towards heauen ſhe ſeemd on highto weld, —  O vaine worlds glorie, and yaſtedfaſt ſtate 
Of all that lives on face of finfull earth ! 
Whether ſhe were one of that River Nymphes, Which from their firſt yntill their yrmoſt dare, 
Which did the lofle of ſome deere loue lament, Taſte no one houre of happinelle or merth, 
I doubt; or one of thoſe three fatall Impes, Bur like as at the ingare of their berth, 
Which draw the dayes of men forth in extent; They crying creepe out of their mothers wombe; 
Orth'ancient G x N1y s$ of that Cittie brent : | So wailing, backe goeto their wofulltombe. 
Bur ſecing her {6 pitriouſlie perplexed, 
I (to her calling) asktwhatherſo yexed, Why then doth fleſh, a bubble-glas of breath, 
Hunt after honour and aduauncement vaine, 
Ah! what delight (quoth ſhe) incarthly thing, And rearea trophee for deuouring death, 
. Or comfort can I wretched creature haue ? 4 With ſo great labourand long laſting paine, 
Whoſe happineſle the heauens enuying, As if his dayes for euer ſhouldremaine ? 
From higheſt ſtaireto loweſt ſtep me draue, Sith all thatinthis world is great or gay, 
And haue in mine owne bowels made my graue, Doth as a yapour vaniſh, and decay. 
Thar ofall Nations tiowTI am forlorne, | 
The worlds fad ſpectacle, and Fortunes fcorne, Looke backe, who liſt, voto the former ages, 
2 And call to count, what is of them become: 
Mauch was I mooutdather pittious plaine, Where be thoſe learned wits and antique Sapes, 
And felt my hatt high rigen in my breſt ' Which of allwiſedome knew the pertect ſomme: Ik 


The Ruines of Time. 
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Where thoſe great Warriors, which did oucrcome 
Theworld with conqueſt of their might and maine, 
And madc one meare of th'carth and of their raigne ? 


Whatnow is ofth'As $ Y R1aNLyoneſſe, 

Of whom no footing now on earth appeares ? 
Whatofthe PER $ 1 An Bcares outrageouſnefle, 
Whoſe memory is quite worne out with yeares : 
Who ofthe G x © 1 a N Libbard now ought heares, 
"That ouer- ran the Eaſt with greedy powre, 

And left his whelps their kingdoms to deuoure? 


And where is that ſame great ſeuen-beaded beaſt, 
That made all Nations vaſſals ofher pnde, 

To fall before her feet at her beheaſt, 

And 1n the necke of all the world did ride ? 
Where doth ſhe all that wondrous wealth now hide ? 
With her owne weight downe preſied now ſhe les 
Aud by her heapesherhugencls tcliifies. 


O Rom x,thyruine Tlament and rue, 

And 1n thy fall, my fatall oucrthrowe, 

That whilom was, whilſt heauens with equal] view 
Deignd to behold me, and rheir gifts beltowe, 
Thc piQture of thy pride in pompous ſhewe : 

An4 of the whole world as thou waſt the Empreſle, 
So I of this ſmall Northerne world was Princeſle. 


To tell the beautic of my buildings faire, 
Adornd with purcſt gold, and precious ſtone ; 
To tell my riches, and endowments rarc, 
That by my foes are nouy all ſpent and gone : 

| Tortell my forces, matchable to none, 

Were but loſt labour, that few would belecue, 
And with rehearſing, would me more agrecuce 


High towers, fairetcmples, goodly theaters, 
Strong walles, rich porches, princely palaces, 
Large ſtreets, braue houſes, ſacred ſepulchcrs, 
Sure gatcs,fweet gardens, ſtately galleries, ; 
Wrought with faire pillours, and fine1magenes, 
Ailtholc (6 pitty) now areturnd to duſt, 

And oucr-growne with blacke obliuions ruſt, 


T hereto for warhkepower, and peoples ſtore, 
InBR1tTaANNIE wasnoneto match with mee, 
That many often did abiefull ſore: '% 

Ne TRovyNoy a NT, thoughelder fiſter ſhee, 
With my great forces may compared bee 
ThatſtourPENDRA GoNto hisperill felt, 
Who in a ſiege ſeauen yeares about me dwelt. 


Butlong erethis,ByN DD y C 4, Britonneſſe 

Her mightic hoaſt againſt my bulwarks brought, 
BvNnDÞ vc 4, thatvitorious conquereſle, 

Thar lifting vp her braue hevoickibotghe 

Bouc womens weaknes, with the R o Ma x $ fought, 
Fought, and in field againſtthem thrice preuailed ; 
Yet was ſhe foyld, when as ſhe me afſailed. 


And though atlaſt, by force I conquer'd were 
Of hardie$ ax 0 N.5,and became their ghuall ; 


Yer was I with much bloodſhed bought fulldere, 
And priz'd with ſlaughter of their Generall: 

The moniment of whoſe {ad funerall, 

For wonder of the world, long in me laſted, 

Bur now to nought through ſpoile of time is waſted. 


Waſted it is, as if itneuer were, 

Andall the reſtthat me ſo honourd made, 

And of the world admired eu'rie where, 

Is turnd to ſmoake, that doth to nothing fade ; 
And of that brightnes now appearesno Thade, 
But griſlie ſhades, ſuch as doc haunrtin hell, 

With fearefull fiends, that in deepe darknes dwell, 


Where my high ſteeples whilome vſde to ſtand, 

On whichthe lordly Faulcon wont to towre, 

T here now is but an heape of lime and ſand, 

For the Shrich-owle to build her balefull bowre: 

And where the Nightingale wont forth to poure 

Her reſtleſle plaints, to comfort wakefull Louers, 
There now haunt yelling Mewes & whining Plouers. 


And wherethe cryſtall T x a x $ wont to flide 
In filuer channel], downe along the Lee, 

About whoſe flowrie banks on either ſide, 

A thouſand Nymphes, with mirthfull jollitee 
Were wont to play, from all annoyance free; 
There now no nuers courle is to be ſcene, 

But mooriſh tennes, and marſhes cuer greene. 


Seemes, thatthat grate Riner for great griefe 
Of my mishap, which oftI to himplained; 

Or for to ſhun the horrible miſchicfe, 

With which he ſaw my cruell foes mepained, _ 

And bis pure ſtreames with guiltleſs blood oft ſtained, 
From my vnhappy neighbourhood farre fled,. 
And his ſweet waters away with him led, 


Therealſo wherethe winged ſhips wereſeenc 
In liquid waues to cut their forme waie, 
And thouſand Fiſhers numbred to hauc becn, 
In that wide Lake Jooking for plentious pray 
Of fiſh, which they with baits vide to betray, 
Is now no Lake, nor any Fiſhers ſtore, 

Nor euerſhip ſhallfaile there any more. 


They are all gone, andall withthemis gone, 
Ne ought to meremaines, but to lamenc 

My long decay, which no man elſe doth mone, 
And mourne my fallwith dolefulldrerzmeat. 
Yetis it comfort in great languiſhinent, 
To bebemoned with compaſſion kind, 


' And mitigatesthe ayguiſh of the mind. 


But me no man bewaileth, butin game; #+” 

Neſheddeth teares from lamentableeye; 

Nor any liues that mentioneth my name - - 

To be remembred of poſteritie, F 

Saue One, that maugre Fortunes iniurie, 

Het times decay,and enuics _ rorts 
writ my record an truc-lecnuog lort  ' |: 
alle et® Caxnoyn 


». - 
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CaMBDEN, thenouriceof antiquitie, 
And lanterne ynto lateſuccceding age, 
Toſce the light of ſimple veritic, 

Buricd in ruines, through the greatoutrage 

Of her owne people, led with warlikerage : 
CaMBDEnN,though timeall moniments obſcure, 
Yet thy iuſt Jabours cuer ſhall cndure. 


But why (yohappy wight !) doe Ithus cry, 

And grieue thac my remembrance quite 1s raced 
Our of the knowledge of poſteritie, 

Andall my aniique moniments defaced?” 

Sith I doe daily tee things higheſtplaced, 

So ſoone as Fates their vitall thred haue ſhorne, 
Forgotten quite, as they were neucr borne, 


| Ttis notlong, fince theſe two eyes beheld 

A mighty Prince, of moſt renownedrace, 
Whom E»5/and high in count of honour held; 
And greateſt ones did ſue to painc his grace 
Of greateſt ones he greateſt in his place, 

Sate in the boſome of his Soueraine, 

And Right and loyall did his word maintaine, 


T faw him die, Iſawhim die, as one 

Ofthe mceanepeople, and brought forth on beare, 
I ſaw him dic, and no man left ro mone- | 
His dolcfull fate,that late him loued deare + 
Scarce any leftto cloſe his eye-lids neare; 

Scarce any leftypon his lips to lay 

'The ſacred ſod, or Requiem to lay, 


[ ; 

O truftleſſe Nate of miſerable men, | 
That build your blis on hope of carthly ng, | 
And vainely thinke your ſclues halfe bappy then, 
When painted faces with ſmooth flatt 
Doefawne on you, and yourwidepraiſcs fins, 
And when the courting maskerloutcth lowe, 
Him truc ja hart and truſtic to you trowe- 


All is butfained, and'with Oakerdide, 

"That euery ſhowerwill waſh and wipe away, 
Allthings doc change thatvnder heauen abide, 
And after death all friendſhip doth _ 
Thercfore,what-cuer man bearſt worldly ſway, 
Living, on God, and onthy ſelferclie ; 

For, when thou dieſt, all ſhall withthee dies. . 


He now is dead, and allis with himdead,; 
* Save what in heauens ſtorchouſe heyplaid): 

. His hope is faild, and comet paſlc his dread, 
And cuillmen-(now dead) his deedes vpbraid : 
Spight bites the dead, that liuing, never baid, 

e now is gone, the whiles the Foxe iscrept 
Jato the hole, the which the Badger ſwept. 


He now is dead, and all his glory gone, - 
And all his greatnes vapoured to naught, , 
That as a glafle yponthe water ſhone, 

Which vaniſht quite, ſo. ſooneasit was ſought: 
His name is worne alrcady out of thought, 


Ne any Poet ſeekes him ro reuiue; 
Yer many Poets honourd himaliue, 


Ne doth hisC or 1n,carckſsCorrtyCrovr, 
Care now hisidle bagpipe vp toraiſe, 

Ne tell his ſorrow tothe liſtning rout 
Of ſhepheard groomes,which woar his ſongs to praiſe : 


Praiſe whoſo liſt, yet T will him diſpraiſe, 


Vnrill be quite him of this guiltic blame: 
Wake ſhepheards boy, at length awakefor ſhame, 


And whoſo elſe did goodnes by him gaine, 

And whoſo elſe his bountious mind did try, 
Whether he ſhepheard be, or ſhepheards ſwaine, 
(For many did, which doc itnow denie) 

Awake, and to his Song a partapplie: 

And1I, the whilſt you mourne for his deceaſe, 

Will with my mourning plaints yourplaint increaſe 


He dide, and after bim his brother dide, 

His brother Prince, his brother noble Peere, 
That whilſt he lived, was of none enuide, 
And dead is now, as liuing, counted deare, 
Deare yato all chat true affeRion beare : 

Bur vnto thee moſt deare, & deareſt Dame, 
His noble Spouſegand Paragon of Fame. 


Hee, whilft he lived, happy was through thee, 
And becing dead, is happy now much more; 
Liuing, thatlinked chaunſt withthee to bee, 
And dead, becauſe him dead thou dooſt adore 
As living, and thy loſt deare Loue deplore. 
So whilſt thatthou, faireflower of chaftitie, 
Dooft live, by thee thy Lord ſhall acuer die. 


Thy Lord ſhall neuer die, the whiles this verſe 
Shallliue, and ſurelyir ſhall liue for cuer : 
Forcuecr it ſhall line, and ſhall rchearſe 

His worthy praiſe, and yertues dying neuer, 
Though death his foule doefrom his body feuer, 
And thou thy ſelfe, heerein ſhalt alfo liue ; O 
Such grace the heauens do to my verſes giue. 


Ne ſhall his Siſter, nethy Father die, 

Thy Father, that good Earle of rare renowne, 

And noble Patron of weakepouertic, 
Whole great good deeds in country andin towne, 
Hauepurchaſt him ia heauen a happycrowne: 
Where he now liueth in eternall blis, 

Andlefthis ſonne t'cnſue thoſe ſteps of his. 


He, noble bud, his Grandfires liuely heire, 

Vndert' : ſhadow ofthy countenaunce 

Now ginnes to ſhoote vp faſt, and flouriſh faire 

In learned Arts, and goodly gouernaunce, 

That him.to higheſt honor ſhall aduaunce, 

Brauc Impe of By Þ x 0 RD, growe apace in bountic, 
And count of wiſedome more then of thy Counne, 


Ne may T let thy husbands Siſter die, 
That poodly Ladic,fith ſhe cke didipring 


ae 


The Ruines of Time. 


Out of this ſtocke, and famous familie, 

Whole praiſes I to future age doe ling, : 

And forth our of her happy wombe did bring 
Theſacred brood of learming and all honour 

In whom the heancns pourdall their gifts vpon her, 


Moſt gentle ſpirit breathed from abouc, 

Our of the boſome of the makers blis, 

In whom all bountie and all vertuous loue 
Appearcd in their natine propertis, 

And did enrich that noble breaſt of his, 

With treaſure paſſing all this worldes worth, 
Worthy ofhcaucnitfelfe, which broughrir forth. 


His bleſſed ſpirit, full of power divine, 

And 1ofluence of all celeſtiall grace, 
Loathing this finfull earth and carthly ſlime, 
Fled A too ſoone vnto his natiueplace ; 

Too ſoone for all that did his loue embrace, 
Too ſoonefor all this wretched world whom he 
Robd of all right and truc nobilirie, 


Yet ere his happy ſouleto heauen went 

Our of this fleſhly gaole, he did deuiſe 

Vato his heauenly Maker to reſent 

His body, as aſpotleſle ſacrifice; 

And choſe, that gwiltic hands of encmics 

Should poure forth th'offring of his guiltleſs blood : 
So life exchanging for his countnes good. 


O noble ſpirit, liue there euer bleſſed, 
The worlds late wonder, & the heauens new 1oy, 
Liue tuer there, and leaue me here diftrefſed 
With mortall cares, and cumbrous worlds anoy, 
But where thou dooſt that happines emioy, 

Bid me, 6 bid me quickly cometo thee, 

Thar happy th ſk may thee alwaies ſee, 


Yet whilſt the Fates affoord me vitall breath, 

I will it ſpend in fpeaking of thy praiſe, 

Aod fiog to thee, vntill that timely death 

By heaucns doome doe end my carthliedatcs : 
Thercto doe thou my humble ſpirit raiſe, 
Andinto me thar ſacred breath inſpire, _ 
Which thouthere breatheſt, perfeR andentue. 


Then will I fing: butwho can better Ling, ; 

Then thine owne Siſter, peercles Lady right, 
Which to thee fings with deepe harts ſorroming, 
Sorrowing tempered with dearedelight, 

That her to hearc, I feele my feeble ſpright 
Robbed of ſenſe, and rauiſhed with ioy, 

(Ofad ioy !) made of mourning and anoy. 


YetwillI ſing : but who can better ſing, 

Then thou thy {clfe, thine owne ſelfes valiance, 

That whilſt thou liuvedſt, mad'ſt the forreſts ring, 
And fields reſownd, and flocks to leape and daunce, 
And Shepheards leaue their lambes vato miſchaunce, 
To runnethy ſhrill Arcadian Pipe to heare: 

O happy were thoſe dayes,thrice happy wee- 


But now more happy thou, and wretched wee, 
Which want the wontcd ſweetnes of thy voice, 
Whiles thou now in Elyſian fields ſo free, 
With OxPHEYS,withLinvs, andthechoice 
Of all that euer did in rimes reioice, 

Conuerleſt, and dooſtheare their heauenly layes, 
And they hearethine, and thine doe better praile, 


So there thou liueſt, finging evermore, 

And here thou liueſt, becing euerſong 

Of vs, which liuing, loued thee afore, 

And now thee worſhip, mongft thatbleſſed throng + 
Of heauenly Pocts, and Heroes ſtrong, = 

Sothou both here and there immorrall art, 

And cuerie where through excellent deſart. 


But ſuch as neither of themſclues can ſiog, 
Nor yet are ſung of others for reward, 

Dic 1n obſcure oblivion, as the thing 
Which never was; ne ever with regard, 
Their names ſhall of the Jater age be heard, 
But ſhall in ruſtie darknes euer lie, 
Valcflethey mentiond bewith infamic. 


What booteth it to haue been rich aliue > 
Whatto be great? what to be gracious ? 
When aftcr death no token dorh ſuruiue, 
Of former becing in this mortall hous, 

But ſleepes in Juf dead and inglorious, 

Like beaſt, whoſe breath but in his noſtrils is, 
And hath no hope of happineſle or blis. 


How many greatones may remembredbe, - 
Which in their daies moſt famouſly did floriſh: 
Of whom no word we heare, nor ipne now ſees - 
Bur as things wipt out with a ſpunge do periſh, 


| Becauſe they liuing, cared not to cheriſh | 


No gentlewits, through pride or couctize, 
Which might their names for euer memorize, 


Prouidetherefore (yc Princes) whilſt ye line, 
That of the Muſes ye may friended be; 
Which vato men eternitic doe gue : 

For they be daughters of Dame Memorie, 
AndTo vs, the Father of eternitie, 

And doe thoſe men in goldenthrones repoſe, 
Whoſe merits they toglorifie doe chole. 


The ſeauen-fold yron gates of griſly Hell, 

And horrid houſcoffad PR oSERPINA, 
They able are with power of mightie {pell 

To breake, and thence theſoules ro bring away 
Out of drad darknes, to eternall day, 

And them immortall make, which elſe would die 
In foulcforgetfulneſle, and nameleſſe lic. 


So whilome raiſed they the puiſſantbrood 
Ofgolden-girt At CcMun a, for great merit, 
Our of the duſt, to whichthcOr Tar a nwood 

Had him cooſum'd, and ſpent his vitall ſpirit; 

To higheſt heaven, where now he doth inherit & 
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All happineflein H x B x s filuerbowre, 
Choſen to be herdeareſt Paramoure, 


So raiſde they ecke faireLzD ax $ warlike twinnes, 
And interchanged life vnto them lent, 

That when th'one dies, th'other then beginnes 

To ſhew i heauen his brightnes orient; 

And they, for pitty of the ſad waymeanr, 

Which OxPnxzvsforEvyRiDICEdid make, 
Her back againe to life ſentfor his lake, 


So happy are they, and ſo fortunate, | 
WhomtheP 1x 1 a ſacred Siſters loue, 
Thatfreed from bands of impacablefate, 

And powre of death, they liue for aye aboue, 
Where morrtall wreakes their blis may notremoue : 
Bur with the Gods, for former vertues meede, 

On NeQar and Ambrofia doe feede. 


For deeds doe die, how cuer noblic donne, 
And thoughts of men doc 1n themſclues decay, 
But wiſe words taughtin numbers for to runne, 
Recorded by the Muſes, liefor aye ; 

Ne may with ſtorming ſhowers be waſht away, 
Ne bitrer breathing winds with harmfull blaſt, 
Nor age, nor enuic ſhall them euecrwaſt, 


In vaine docearthly Princes then, in vaine 
Secke with Pyramides, to heauen aſpircd; 

Or huge Colofles, built with coſtly paine; 
Or braſen Pillours, neuer to be fired, 

Or Shrines, made of the metall moſt deſired; 
To maketheir metnories for cuer liue: 

For how can mortall immortalitic giue, 


Such one May $0L y $ made,the worlds greatwonder, ' 


But now no remnant doth thereof remaine : 

Such oneMancsr ry s, but was torne with thunder: 
Such oneL 1s 1ÞÞ ys, butis worne with raine: 

Such one King E Þ m © N D, butwas rent for gaine, 

All ſuch vaine moniments of carthlie maſſe, 

Deuour'd of Time; in time to noughtdoe palle, 


But Fame with golden wings aloft doth flic, 
Aboue thereach of ruinous decay, 

And with braue plumes doth beat the azure skie, 
Admur'd of baſe-borne men from farre away : 
Then whoſs will with vertuous deeds aſſay 

To mount to.heatien, onPz GAs ys multride, 
And with ſweet Poets verſe be gloritfide. 


For notto have beer diptin L x Tr x lake, 
Could ſaue the ſorneot Tur r ts from todie; 
But that blind Bard did him immortall make, 
With verſes, dipt in deaw of CaSTAL1K:. 
Which madetheEaſterne Conquerour to crie, 
O fortunate young-man, whole vertue found. 
$o braue a Trompe, thy noble aCts to ſound. 


Therefore inthis, balfc happic I doeread 
Good Mx L 1B A &, that hath a Poct got, 


To ing his living praiſes beeing dead, 
Deſeruing neuer hereto be forgot, 

In ſpight of cnuie, that his deeds would ſpot : 
Since whoſe deceaſe, learning lies voregarded, 
And men of Armes doe wander vnrewarded, 


Theſe two bethoſe two great calamities, © 
That long agoe did gricue the noble (pright 
OfS ATI © M ON, with greatindignities ; 

Who whilome was alive the wiſeſt wight. 

But now his wiſedome is diſproued qu'ght: 
For, ſuch 2s now haue moſt the World at will, 
Scorneth'one and th'orher in their deeper skill. 


O oricfe of griefes! 6 gall of all good harts! 
To fee that vertue ſhould deſpiſed bee 

Of ſuch as firſt were raiſd for yertuous parts, 
And now broad ſpreading, like an aged tree, 
Let none ſhoote yp that nigh them planted bee : 
O! letnotthole, of whom the Mule is (corned, 
Alive nor dead, be of the Mule adorned. 


O vile worlds truſt, thatwith ſuch vaine illuſion, 
Huth ſo wife men bewitcht, and ouerkeſt, 

That they ſee not the way oftheir confuſion, 
O yaineneſle to be added to thereſt, 

Thar do my ſoule with inward priefe infeſt : 
Letthem behold the pitious fall of mee, 

And in my caſc their owneenfample ſee, 


And whoſo elſe that ſits in higheſt ſcate 

Of this worlds glorie, worſhipped of all, 

Ne feareth change of time, nor fortunes threat, 
Let him behold the horror of my fall, 

And his owne end vnto remembrance call; 
That of like ruine he may warned bee, 

And in himſelfe be moou'd topittic mee, 


Thus hauing ended all ber pitious plainr, 
With dolefull ſhrikes ſheyaniſhed away, 
That through inward ſorrowe wexeafaint, 
And all aſtomiſhed yith deepe diſmay, 

For her departure, had no word to oy: 

Bur ſate long time in ſenſelcſle ſad affright, 
Looking ſtill, if I might of her haue fight. 


Which when I miſſed, hauing looked long, 
My ——_ returned grieued,home againe, 
Renuing her complaint with paſſion ſtrong, 
Forruth of that ſane womans pitious paine ; 
Whoſe words recording in my troubled braine, 
I felt ſuch anguiſh wound my feeble hart, 
That frozen Vapor ranthrough cuery part, 


So inly oricuing in my groning breſt, 

And pA Ls er dogbrfull ſpeach, 
Whoſe meaning, much Tlaboured forth to wreſt, 
Beeing aboue my ſlender reaſons reach: 
Atlength, by demonſtration meto teach, 
Before mine eyes ſtrange ſights preſented were, 
Like tragicke Pageants ſceming to appeare. 
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I 
| Saw an Image, all of maſſie gold, 
Placed on high vpon an Altar faire, 
Thar all, which did the ſame from far behold, 
Might worſhip it, and fall on loweſt ſtaire. 
Nor thatgreat Idoll mightwith this compare, 


To which th'A s SYRIAN Tyrant would haue made 


The holy brethren falſlic to haue praid. 


But th'Alrar, on the which this Image ſtaid, 

Was (6 great pitry) built of brittle clay, 

That ſhortly the foundation decaid, 

With ſhowres ofheauen & tempeſts worne away : 
Then downe itfell, and lowe in aſhes lay, 
Scorned of euery one, which by it went 3 

That lit ſeeing, dearely did lament. 


o 


Ext vnto this, a ſtately Towre appear'd, 
Builr all of richeſt ſtone, that might be found, 
And nigh vnto the Heauens in height vprear'd, 
But placed on a plot of ſandie _ 
Notthat great Towre, which 1s ſo much renownd 
For tongues confuſion in holie writ, = 
King N 1m v $ worke, might be compar'dto it. 


But vaine labours of terreſtriall writ, 

Thar buildes ſo ſtrongly on ſo fraile a ſoyle, 

As with each ſtorme 54h fall away, and flit, 
And giuesthefruit of all your trauailes toyle, 
To bethe prey of Time, and Fortunes ſpoyle + 

I faw this Towrefall ſnddainly to duſt, 

That nigh with griefe thereof my hart was bruft. 


3 


T Hen did I ſeeapleaſant Paradiſe, | 

Full of ſweet flowres and daintieſt delights, 

Such as on earth man could not more deuite, 

With pleaſures choice to feed his cheercfull ſprights. 
Not that, which Mz & L1 8 by his Magick ſights 

Made for the gentle Squire, to entertaine 

His faire BELPÞ HO 8B x, could this garden ſtaine, 


But © ſhortpleaſure, bought with laſting paine, 
Why will hereafter any fleſh delight 

In earthly blis, and joy in pleaſures yaine, 

Sith that I {aw this garden waſted quight, 

'That wherc it was, ſcarce ſeemed any ſight ? 
TharT, which oncethat beautie did behold, 

Could not from tcares my melting eyes with-hold. 


4 

g Oone afterthis, a Giant camein place, 

Of wandrous powre, and of cxceeding ſtature, 
That none durſt view the horror of his face, . 
Yet was he milde of ſpeech, and mecke of nature. 

Not he, whichin cpight of his Creatour, 
With railing tearmes defide the Tewiſh hoaſt, 
Might with this mighric one in hugeneſs boaſt, 


' Ne other comfort in 


For from the one he could to th'other coaſt, 
Stretch his ſtrong thighes, and th'Ocean ouerſtride, 
And reach his hand into his enemies hoaſt, 

But ſee the end of pompe and flcſhlie pride; 

One of his feete vnwares from him did flide, 

That downe he fell into the deepe Abyſle, 

Where drownd with him is all his earchly blifſe. 


T Hen didT ſee a Bridge, niade all of gold, 
Ouer the Sea, from one to other ſide, 
Withouten prop or pillour it t'vphold, 
Bat like the coloured Rainbowe arched wide. 

Not that great Arche, which T & a 1 a edifide, 
To be awonder to all ageenſuing, 
Was matchableto this in cquall viewing, 


But (ah :) what bootes it to ſee earthly thing 
In um or in greatnes to cxcell, 

Sith time doth greateſt things to ruine bring ? 
This goodly Bridge, one foote notfaſtned well, 
Gan faile, and all the reſt downe ſhortliefell, 

Ne of ſo braue a building oughtremain'd, 


"That griefe thereof my ſpirit greatly pain'd. 


| 6 

Saw two Beares, as white as any milke, 

Lying together in a mightic caue, 

Of mulde aſpeR, and haire as ſoft as ſilke, 
That faluage nature ſeemed not to hauc, 
Nor after greedy ſpoile of bloud to craue : | 
T'wo fairer beafts might not clſe-where be found, 
Although the compaſt world were ſought around. 


But what can long abide aboucthis ground - . 

In ſtate of bliſs,  ſtedfaſ kippincfle?* Pe 
The Caue, in which theſe Beares lay leeping ſound, 
Was but of earth, and with her weightineſle 

Vpon them fell, and did vnwares oppreſle, 

That for great ſorrow of their ſudden fate, 
Henceforth all worlds felicitic I bate, _ 


q Much wasI troubled in my heauic ſpright, 
At fight of theſe ſad ſpeQacles forepaſt, 
That all my ſenſes were bercaued quight, 
AndI in mind remained fore agaſt, 
Diſtraught twixt fearc and pittie; when at laft 
T heard a voyce, which loudly to me called, 


That with the ſuddaine ſhrill I was appalled. 


Behold (ſaid it) and by enſampleſee, 
That all is vanitic an | ran of mind, 

is world can bee, 
But hope of heauen, and bartto God inclind; 
For all the reſt muſt needs be left behind. 
With that'it bade me, to the other fide 
Tocaftmine eye, where other fights I ſpide, 


I 
V Pon that famous Riuers further ſhore, 
There ſtood a ſnowic Swan of heauenly hew, 


—_—- _____ 


La Lees * ihe . . 
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And gentle kind, as euer Fowlc afore; 
A fairer one inall the goodly crew 


Of whiteSTR1M NI AN brood might no man view: 


There he moſt ſweetly ſung theprophecie 
Of his owne death in dolefull Elegie. 


Atlaft, when all his mourning melodie 

He ended had, that both the ſhores reſounded, 
Feeling the fit that him forewarnd to die, 
With loftie flight aboue the carth he bonnded, 
And out of fight to higheſt heauen mounted : 
Where now he is become an heauenly ſigne; 
There now the ioy is his, here ſorrow mine. 


2 

V Hilſt thus I looked, loe, adowne the Lee 

I faw an Harpe ſtrung all with filuer twine, 
And made of gold and coſtly Iuoric, 
Swimming, that whilome ſeemcd ro baue been 
The Harpe, on whichD an ORPHzv $ was ſcene 
Wild beaſts and forreſts after him to lead, 
But was th* Harpe of PH111$S1D x s now dead. 


At length, out of the Riuer it wasreard, 

And borne aboucthecloudes to bediuin'd, 

Whilſt all the way moſt heaucnly noyſe was heard 
Of the ſtrings, ſtirred with the warbling wind, 

That wrought both ioy and ſorrow in my mind : 

So now in heauen a figne it doth appeare, 

The Harpe well knowne befidethe Northerne Beare., 


3 


S Oone after this, I ſaw on th'other fide, 

A curious Coffer made of H xn B x x wood, 
Thatin it did moſt precious treaſure hide, 

Excceding all this baſer worldes good : 

Yet through the ouerflowing of the flood 

Tt almoſt drowned was, and done to nought, 

That fight thereof much grien'd my pentiue thought. 


At engtd, when moſtin perrill it was brought, 
Two Angels downe deſcending with ſwift flight, 
Out of the ſivelling ſtreame it lightly caught, 
And twixt their blefſed armes it carried quight 
Aboue the reach of any liuing ſight: 

So now it is transform'd into tharſtarre, 


In which all hcaucnly treaſures locked are. 


4 
Ookiog afide, Iſaw a ſtately Bed, 
Adorned all with coftly cloth of gold, 
That might forany Princes couch bered, 
And deckt with daintic flowres, as if it ſhould 
Be for ſome Bride, her joyous night to hold : 
T herein a goodly Virgineflceping lay; 
A fairer wight ſaw neuer Sommers day. 


T hearda yoyce thatcalledfarre _ 
And her awakiog, bad her quickly dight, 


For loe, her Bridegrome was in ready ray 
Tocometo her, and ſceke her loues delight : 
With that ſhe ſtarted vp with cheercfull fight, 
When ſuddenly both bed and all was gone, 
AndI inlanguorleft there all alone. 


5 


Till asI gazed, I beheld where ſtood 
A Knight all arm'd, vpon a winged ſteed, 
The ſamethatbred was of ME DYSAE $ blood, 
On which Dan PER $snvs borne oft heaucnly ſeed, 
The faircANDR OMED a from perill freed : 
Full mortally this Knight ywounded was, 
That ſtreames of blood forth flowed on the gras. 


Yet was he deckt (ſmall joy to him alas) 

With many garlands for his viQories, 

And with rich ſpoyles, which late he did purchas 
Through brauec atchicuements from his enemies. 
Fainting at laſt through long infirmitics, 

He ſmote his ſtecd, that ſtraight to heauen him bore, 
Andlcft me here his leſlcfortodeplore, 


6 


Aſtly,I ſaw an Arke of pureſt gold 

Vpon a brazenpilloar {tanding hie, 
Which th'aſhes ſeem'd of ſome great Prince to hold, 
Encloſdethercinfor endlefle memoric 
Of him, whom all the world did glorifie: 
Seemed the heauens with th' carth did difagree, 
Whether ſhould of thoſe aſhes keeper bee, 


Atlaſt, me ſcem'd, wing-foored Mex cynrs, 
From heauen deſcending to appealetheir ſtrife, 

The Arke did beare with him aboue the skie, 

And to thoſe aſhes gaue a ſecond life, 

To live in heauen, where happineſs is rife: . 
At which, the carth did grieue exceedingly, 

And l for dole was almoſt like to die. 


L: Envoy). 


| foergr moans camo PHILISIDES, 
Which now art madethe heauens ornament, 
That whilome waſt the worlds chieflt riches 
Giue leaue to him that lou'd thee, to lament 
His lofſe by lacke of thee, to heauen hent, 
And with laſt duties of this broken verſe, 
Broken with ſighes, to deck thy ſable Here. 


And ye faire Lady, th'honour of your daics, 
And glory of the world, your high thoughts ſcorne : 
Vouchſafe this moniment of his laſt praiſe, 
With ſome few filuer-dropping teares Yadorne : 
And as ye be of heauenly off-ſpring borne, 
So vnto heaucn let your bigh mind aſpire, 
Aud loathethis droſſe oo _ worlds deſire. 
FINIS 
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TO FEE RIGHT ReRO 


rable, the Ladie Strange. 
(4) 


FF cauſesfor which ye haue thus deſeruedof mee 
== .obc honoured (if honourit beat all) are,both 

your particular bounties, and alſo ſome pri- 
uate bands of aftinitie, which it hath pleaſed your Ladiſhip to ned a 
Of which whenas I found my ſelfe in no part woorthy, I deuiſed this laſt 
ſlender meanes, both tointimate my humbleaffefion ro your Ladiſhip, & 
alſo ro make the ſame vniuerfallie knowne to the world; thar,by honoring 
you, they might knowe me, and by knowing me, they might honour you. 
Vouchſafe noble Lady to accept this ſimple remembrance, chough not 


worthy of yourſelfe, yet ſuch, as perhaps by goodacceprancethereof, yee 
may hecreafter cullouta moremeetand memorable euidence 


of your owne excellent deſerts. So, recommen- 
ding the ſame to your Ladiſhips good 
liking, I humblie 
cake leauc. 


Tour La: humbly ener, 
Ed. Sp. 
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THE TEARES 
THE MVSES. 
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Ehearſe to me, ye ſacred Siſters nine, .. 5 Andallthatelſe was wontto worke delight 


The golden brood ofgreatApoLirios wit, Through the diuine infuſion of their skill, 
Thoſe pitious plaints and ſorrowful {ad tine, And all that elſe ſeemd faire and freſhin fight, 

Which late ye poured forth as ye did fit So made by nature for to ſerue their will, 

Belide the filuerSprings of HEL1CoNs, Was turned now to diſmall heauineſle, 

Making your mulick of hart-breaking mone. Was turned now to dreadfull vglineſle, 

For ſince the timethatP x © x B v s fooliſh ſonne  Ayeme!whatthing on earth thatallthing breeds, 
Ythundercd throughTI o v x s auevgefull wrath, Might be the cauſe of ſo impatientplight? 

For traverſing the charret of the Sunne - What furie, or what fiend with felon deeds 
Beyond the compaſle of his pointed path, |  Hath ſtirred vp ſo mifchicuous defj ight ? 

Ot you his mournfull Siſters was lamented, Can griefe then enter in'o heauenly harts, 

Such mournfull tunes were neuer ſince inuented. And pierce immorrall breaſts with mortallſmarts ? 
Nor ſince that faire CALLIOP Es didloſe Vouchſafe ye then, whom onely it concernes, 
Her loued Twinnes, the dearlings of h-rioy, To me thoſe ſecret cauſes to diſplay ; 

HcrP at 1c 1, whom her vakindly focs For none but you, or who of youitlearnes, 

The fatal Siſters, did for ſpight deſtroy, _ Can rightfully arcad fo dolefull lay. 

Whom .All the Muſes did bewaile lon ſpace; Begin thou eldeſt Siſter of the crew, 

Was euer heard ſuch wailing in this ok Andletthereſt in order thee coſew. 
For all their groues, which with the beaucnly noyſes | 

Of their ra fo were wont to found, C L I O. 

And th'hollow hills, from which their fiſuer voices 

Were wont redoubled Ecchoes to rebound, H Eare thou great Father of the Gods on hie, 
Did now rebound with noughtbutrufull cries, That moſt art dreaded for thy thunder darts : 
And yelling ſhricks throwne yp into the skies. And thou our Sire that raignſt in Caſtalie, 


And Mount Parnaſſe, the God of goodly Arts: 
The trembling ſtreames which wont in chanels cleare Heare and behold the miſerable ſtate - 


To rumble gently downe with murmur ſoft, Ofvsthy daughters, dolefull deſolate, 
And were by them right tunefull taughtto beare ” 
A Baſes part amongſt their conſorts oft; Behold the foule reproach and open ſhame, 
Now farſt to ouerflow with brackiſh teares, The which is ap of day vnto vs wrought, 
Wirth troublous noylſe did dulltheir dainty cares. By ſuch as hate the honour of our name, 

The foes of learning, and each gentle thought; 
The joyous Nymphes, and lightfoote Facries They,not contented ys themſelues to ſcornc, 
Which thither came to hearc er muſlick ſweet, Doe ſecke to make ys of the world forlarne. 


And to the meaſure of their melodies | 
Did learne to mouc their nimble-ſhifting feet; Ne onely they that dwell in lowly duſt, . 
Now hearing thema heauilie lament, The ſonnes of darknes and of ignorance; 


Like heauily lamenting from them wear, But rhey, whom thou great 1 o v Bby dooame _ 1 


The Teates of the Muſes. 
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Didſtto the type of honour carſt aduaunce;' Ah ! wretched world, the den of wickednelle, 
They now putt vp with {deignfull infolence, -  Deformd with filth and foule injquirie ; 
Deſpiſe the brood of blefled Sapience. Ah ! wretched world, the bouſe of heauineſſe, 
Fild with the wreaks of mortall miſeric; 
The ſeRaries of my celeſtiall skill, Ah! wretched world, and all that is therein, 
That wont to be the worlds chicfe ornament, Theraflals of Gods wrath,| and flaues of fin, 
And learned Impes that wont to ſhoote vp ſtil], | - 
And grow to height of kingdoms gouernment, Moſt miſerable creature vadersky, 
They vader keepe, and with their ipreading armes, Mn without vndefſtanding doth appeare; of 


Docbeatetheir buds, that periſh through their harmes. Forall this worlds MiQtion he thereby, | | 
* And Fortunes freakes is wiſely taughtto beare: + + | 


It moſt behoues the honourable race Of wretched life the onely ioy ſhes, 

Of mightic Pceres, true wiſedometo ſuſtaine, Andth'only comfort in calamities, 

And with their noble countenaunce to grace © | ; | E | 
T ic learned forcheads, without gifts or gaine ; Shee armes thebrecaft with conſtanrpatience; 


Againſt the bitterthrocs ofdolours darts, 
She ſolaceth with rules of Sapience+ 
The gentle minds, in midit of worldly ſmarts : 


Or rather learnd themſelues behoues to bee ; 
That is the girlond of Nobilitic. 1.70 


But { ah!) all otherwiſe they doe cſteeme When he is ſad, ſhee ſecks to make him merie, | 
Of th'heauenly gift of wiledomes influence, \  Anddothrefreſhthis ſprights whenthey be wearie, | 
And tobe learned, it a bale thing deeme 
Baſe minded they that want intelligence: _ Bur he that is of reaſons skill bereft, | 
For, God himſlclfc for wiſedome moſt is praiſed, And wants the ſtaffe of wiſedome him to ſtay, | | 
And men to God thereby are nigheſt raiſed, | TIslikea ſhip m midſt of tempeſtleft, 
| Withouten helme or Pilot herto ſway, 
But they doe onely ſtriue themſclues to raiſe Full ſad and dreadfullis that ſhips cuent : 
Through pompous pride, and fooliſh yanitie ; So is the man that wants inrendiment, 
Inth'eycs of people they put all theirpraiſc, | 
And one]y boaſt of Armes and Anceſtric: Why then doc fooliſh men ſo much deſpiſe 
But vertuous deeds, which did thoſe Armes firſt giue Theprecious ſtore ofthis celeſtiall riches ? 
To their Grandfires, they care not to atchiuc. Why docthey baniſh ys, that patronize 
| =  Thenameoflcarning? Moſt vnhappy wretches, | 

Sol, thatdocall noble feates profeſle Thewhich lie drowned in deepe wretchednedle,* | 
To regiſter, and ſound in trumpe of gold, | Yertdoenotſec their owne vnhappineſle. | 
Through thcir bad dooings, or baſe Nlothfulneſle, ow ns | 
Find nothing worthy to be writ, or told :_ My part it is, and my profeſſed skill, | 
For better farre it were to hide their names,  , TheStagewith Tragick buskins to adorne, 
Then telling then, to blazon out their blames, * Andfill the Scene with plaints and out-cries ſhrill 

Xa 5 .. Of wretched perſons, to misfortune borne: 
So ſhall ſucceeding ages haue no light .. But none more tragick matter T can find 
Of things forepaſt, nor monuments of time, Then this, of men depriu'd of ſenſe and mind, 
And all that ici this world is worthy bight DE. SP 
Shall dic in darkneſle, and lic hid 1n lime : For all mans life me ſeemes a Tragedie, 
Therefore I mourne with deepe harts ſorrowing, Full of fad fights and ſore Cataſtropheesz 
Becaulc I nothing noble have to fing, Firſt — to theworld with weeping eye, 

| L | | Where all his dayes, like dolorous Trophees, 

With that ſhe raind ſuch ſtore of ſtreaming teares, Arc heapt with ſpoyles of fortune and of feare, 
That could have made a tonic hart to weepe, And he at laſtlaid forth on balcfull beare, 
Andall her Siſters rent their golden heares, | | 
And their faire faces with ſalt humour ſtecpe, Soallwithrufull peRacles is fild, 
So ended ſhee: and thenthe next anew, - Firfor Mg cxRxa or PERSEPHONS; 
Began her gricuous plaint as doth cnſcw. Bur I, that in true Tragedics am $kild, 


The flowre of wit, fiad nought to bufic me * 
Therefore I maurne, andpittfully monc, » 


ME L P O MENE. | Becauſethar mourning matter I haue nope. 


Who ſhallpoure into my ſwollen eyes Then gan ſhe wofully to waile, and wring 
O Aſeaof teares that ncuer may be dride, Her wretched hands to Jamentable wiſe? 
A braſen voice that may with ſhrilling cryes Andal] her Siſters thercto anſwering, 
Picrce the dull. heauens, and fill the ayer wide, Threw forth lowd ſhriekcs and drerie dolefall cries: 
Andyron ſides that fighivg may endure So reſted ſhe: and then the next inrew, 
To waile thewretchednes of would impure? Began her pricuous plaiat as doth cnſew, 


The Teares of the Muſes. 
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THALIA. 


VV Here be the ſweet delights of earnings trea- 
That wont with Comick ſockto beautify (ſure, 
The painted Theaters, and fill with pleaſure - 
Theliſtners eyes, and eares with melodie; 

In which I late was wont to raigne as Queene, 

And maske in mirth with Graces wellbelcene > 

O! all is gone: andall thatgoodly olee, 

Which wont to be the glory of gay wits, 

Is layd abed, and no where now to ſee ; 

Andin herroomevnſcemly Sorrow ſits, | 

With hollow browes and prifly countenaunce, 
Marring my ioyous gentle dalliaunce, 


And him beſide fits vely Barbarifme, 

And bruth Tenorance, ycrept of late 

Our of drad darknes of the deepe Abyſme, 

Where beeing bred, helight and heauen docs hate: 
They in the minds of men now tyrannize, 

And thefaire Scene with rudeneſs foule diſgnize. 


All places they with folly have poſleſt, 

And with vaine toyes the vulgar cntertaine; 
But me haue bamſhed, with all the reſt 

That whilome wont to wait ypon my trainey 
Fine Countcrfcſaunce and vnhurrfull Sport, 
Delight and Laughter deckrin ſeemly ſort. 


All theſe, and all that elſe the Comick Stage 

With ſeaſoned wit and goodly pleaſance graced; 
By which mans life in hus likeſt image 

Was limned torth, are wholly now defaced: 
And thoſc ſweetwits which wont the like to frame, 
Arc now deſpizd, and madea laughing game. 


And he the man, whom Natureſelfe had made 
To mock her ſelfe, and Truth to imitate, 
With kindly countervnder Mimick ſhade, 

Our pleaſant W1 LL Y,ah! is deadof late 2 
With whom all joy and iolly meriment 

Is alſo deaded, and in dolour drent. 


In ſtead thereof, ſcoffing Scurnlitic, | 
And\ſcorning Polliewith Contempt is crept, 
Rolling in rymes of ſhameleſſeribaudry 
Without regard, or due Decorum kept, 

Each idle wit at will preſumes to make, 

And doth the Learneds taske vpon him take, 


But that ſame gentle Spirit, from whoſepen 
Large ſtreames pf Honny & ſweet NeCtar flowe, 
Scorning the boldnes of ſuch baſe-borne men, 
Which dare theirfollics forth ſo raſhly throwe; 
Dothrather.chooſe to ſit inidle-Cell, 

Thea ſo himſelfe tro mockery toſel]. 


So am I made the ſeruant of the manie, 


Andlaughing ſtocke of all that liſtto fcorne, 


— 


—— ea 


Not honored nor cared for of any, 

But loath'd of loſels as a thing forlorne : 
Therefore I mourne and ſorrow with thereſt, 
Vartill my cauſe of ſorrow beredreſt, 


Therewith ſhe lowdly did lament and fhrike, 
Pouring forth ſtreames of teares abundantly, 
Andall her Siſters with compaſſion like, 

The breaches of her fingults did ſupply. 

So reſted ſhee: and then the next in rew, 
Began her gricuous plaint, as doth cnſew. 


EV TERPE 


[, Ike as thedearling of the Summers pride, 
FairePKIL oMETL E, when Winters ſtormy wrath 
The goodly fields, thatearſt ſo gay were dyde 

In colours diuers, quite deſpoyled hath, 

All comfortleſſe doth hidceher cheerleſſe head 

During the time of that her widowhead : 


So we, that earſt were wont in ſweet accord 
All places with ourpleafantnotes to fill, 
Whilſt fauourable times did ys afford 

Free liberty to chaunt our charmes atwill : 
All comfortlefſe vpon the bared bow, 
Like wofull Culuers doe fitwayling now. 


For far morebitterſtorme then winters ſtowre 

T he beautie of theworld hath lately waſted, 

And thoſe freſh buds, which wont ſo faire to flowre, 
Hath marredquite, and all ther blofloms blaſted: 

And thoſe yong plants, which wont with fruit rabound, 
Now without fruite orleaues are to be found. 


A ſtonie coldneſs hath benumbd the ſenſe, 
Andliuely ſpirits of each liuing wight, 

And dimd with darknes their intelligence, 
Darknes more then Cymmerians daily night : 
And monſtrous error flying inthe ayre, 


Hath mard the face of all that ſeemed fayre, 


Image of helliſh horror, Ignorance, 
Borne in the boſome of the black Abyſle, 
And fed with Furics milke for ſuſtenance 
Of his weake infancie, begot amiſle 


- By yawning Sloth on his owne mother Night; 


So he his Sonnes both Sireand brother hight. 


He, armd with blindnes and with boldnes ſtout, 
(For blind is bold) hath our fairelighrdefaced; 
And gathering vnto him a ragged rout 
OfFaunes and Satyres, hath our dwellings raced; 
And our chaſt bowers, in which all vertuerained, 


With bratiſhneſs and beaſtly filth hath ſtained, - 


The ſacred ſprings of horſe-foote Helicon, 

So oft bedeawed with our learned layes, 

And ſpeaking ſtreames of pure Ca/talion, _ 

The Nino witnes of our womed praife, _ . 

L They 
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They trampled haue with their foule footings trade, 
Andlike to troubled puddles hauc them made. 


Our pleaſantgroues,which planted were with paines, 
Thar with our muſick wont ſo oft to ring, 
And Arbors ſweet, in which the Shepheards ſwaines 
Were wont ſo oft their Paſtaralls to fing, 

They hauc cut downe, and all their pleaſance mard, 
Thatnow no Paſtorall is to behard. 


In ſtead of them, foule Goblins and Shrickowles, 
With fearefull howling doe all places fill; 

And feeble Eccho now laments and howles, 

The dreadfull accents of their out-cries ſhrill. 

So all 15 turned into wilderneſle, 


Whilſt ignorance the Muſes doth oppreſle, 


AndT whoſe ioy was earſt with Spirit full 
Toteach the warbling pipe to ſound aloft, 
My ſpirits now diſmayd with ſorrow dull, 
Doc mone my miſery with filence ſoft. 
ThereforeI mourne and wailc inceſſantly, 
T1ll pleaſe the heauens aftoord me remedic. 


Therewith ſhe wailed with exceeding woe, 
And pittious lamentation did make, 

And all her Siſters —_ her doc {o, 

With equall plaints her ſorrow did partake. 
So reſted ſhee: and then the next in rew, 
Began her grieuous plaint as doth enſew. 


TERPSICHORE. 


7 Hoſo hath in thelap of ſoft delight (ſweet, 
VV Been long time luld, and fedde with pleaſures 
Fearcleſle rough his owne fault or Fortunes ſpight, 
To tumble into forrow and regrect, 

If chance him fall into calamitie, 
Finds greater burthen of his miferic. 


So wethatearſtin ioyance did abound, 

And inthe boſome of all blis did fir, 

Like virgin Queenes with laurell garlandscrownd, 
For vertues meed and ornament of wit. 

Sith ignorance our kingdome did-confound; 

Be now become moſt wretched wights on ground. 


Andin our _ thrones which _— ſtood 
In th'hearts of men to rule them carctully, 

He now hath placed his accurſed brood, 

By him begotten of foule infamie ; 

Blind Error, ſcornfull Folly, and baſe Spight, 
Who hold by wrong, that we ſhonld haue by right. 


They to the vulgar ſort now pipe and ſing, 

And make them merry with thcir foolerics, 
They cheercly chaunt, and rimes atrandon fling, 
Thefruitfull ſpawne of their ranke fantaſfics : 
They feed the eares of fooles with flattery, 

And good menblame, and loſels magnifie. 


All places they doe with their toyes pollcls, 

And raigne inliking of the multitude, 

The {chooles they fill with fond new-fangleneſs, 
And {way in Court with pride and raſhnes rude; 
Mongſt fimple Shepheards they do boaſttheir skill, 
Andlaytheir muſick matchethPn os  y s quill. 


The noble hartsto pleaſures they allure, 

And tell their Prince that learning is bur vaine, 
Faire Ladies loues they ſpot with thoughts impure, 
And gentle minds with lewd delights diſtaine : 
Clerks they to loathiy idlenes 10nce, 

And filltheir bookes with diſcipline of vice, 


So euery wherethey rule and tyrannjze, 

For their vlurped kingdoms maintenaunce, 
The whiles we filly Maids, whom they deſpize, 
And with reproachfull ſcorne diſcountenaunce, 
From our owne natiuc heritage exild, 

Walke through theworld of cuery one reuild, 


Nor any one doth caretocall vs in, 

Or once vouchſafeth vs to cntercaine, 
Valcfle ſome one perhaps of gentle kin, 
For pitties ſake compaſſion ourpaine, 
And yeeld vs ſomerelicfc in this diftreſſe: 
Yetto be ſo rehicu'd is wretchedneſle. 


So wander we all carefull comfortleſle, 
Yetnone doth careto comfort ys atall ; 

So ſccke we helpe our forrow to redrefle, 

Yet none vouchſafes to anſiwere to our call: 
Therefore we mourne and pittileſſe complaine, 
Becauſe noneliuing pittieth our paine, 


With that ſhe wept and wofully waymented, 
That noughtonearth her griete might pacific ; 
Andall the reſt her dolcfull din augmented, 
With ſhrikes and groanes and gricuousaponie. 
So ended ſhee : and then thenext jnrew, 
Began her pittious plaint as doth cnſew, 


ERATO. 


dd E gentle Spirits breathing from aboue, 
Whereyein V xn vs (iluerbowre were bred, 
Thoughts halfe diuine, full of the fire of loue, 
With beautic kindled, and with pleaſure fed, 
Which ye now in ſecuriticpolleſle, 

Forgetfull of your former heauineſle. 


Now change the tenor of your joyous Jaycs, 
With which ye vic your loues to deitie, 
Andblazon forth an earthly beauties praiſe, 
Aboue the compaſlle of the arched skie : . 
Now change your praiſes into pittious cries, 
And Eulopies turnc into Elcgies. 


Such as ye wont whenas thoſe bitter tounds 


raping louc firſt gan you to torment, __ 
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And launce your hearts with lamentable wounds 
Of ſecret ſorrow and ſad languiſhment, T 
Before your Loues did take you ynto grace; . - 


- 


Thoſe now renew as fitter for this place. 


For T thatrule m meaſure moderate, 

Therempeſt of that tormiepaſion, 

And vſetopaintin rimes the troublous ſtate 

Of Louers life inhkeſt faſhion,” eh 
Am put frompraQiſe of my kindlie skill, | 

Baniſht by thoſe that Loue with leawdnes fill. * 


Loue wont to be ſchoole-maſter of my skill, © ' | 
And the deuicefull matter ofmy ſong ; ps 
Sweet Louc deuoyd of yillanie or ill, 

But pure and ſpotlelſe, as at firſt heſprong 

Out of th'Almighties boſome, where he neſts; 
From thenceintuſed ints rqortall breſts, 


Such high conceit of that celeſtiall fire, _ . 
The baſe-borne brood of blindnes cannot gheſfe, | 
Ne euer daretheir dunghill thoughts aſpire ' 
Vnto ſo loftie pitch of Sexfeelſe, EY 
But rime at ior, and doerageinloue; b 
Yet little wotewhatdoth thereto behoue, 


FaireCyYTHzZREE,the Mother of delight, _ 
And Queene of beautie, nowthou maiſt goepack :. 
For lo, thy Kingdome is defaced quight, © 
Thy {cepter rent, and power putto wrack, 
And thy gay Sonne, the winged 'God of, Loue, ©." 
May now goeprunc his plumes like ruffedDoue. 


And yeethree Twins to light by V x xv s brought, 
The ſweet companions of the Muſes late, bout 
From whom what-cuer thing is goodly thought, 
Doth borrow grace; thefancie'to aggratez *. _- 
Go beg with vs, and be companions till, 

As heretofore of good, ſo now of ill. 


For neither you nor we ſhall any more | 

Find entertainment, or in Court or Schoole: 
For that which was accounted heretofore | 
Thelearnedsmeede, is now lentto the fosle : | 
He ſings of loue, and maketh Touing layes, © 
And they him heare;, and they him highly praiſe, * | 


With that ſhe poured forth a brackiſh flood 

Of bitter teares, andmade exceeding mone; -_ 
And all herSiſters ſeeing her fad mood, © 
With lowd laments her anſwered all atone. _ 
So ended ſhe : and then the next m rew, 

Began her gricuous plaint, as doth enſew. * 


CALLIOPE. 


T O whom ſhall I myecuilt caſe complame, 
Or tell the anguiſh of my inward {mart, 
Sith none is left to remedie my, paine, 

Or dcignesto pittiea perplexed hart; 


But rather ſcekes my ſorrow to augment 
With foule reproach, and cruell baniſhment. 


For they to whom I vſed'to apply 6g 
T he faithfull ſeruice of my learned kill, 
The goodly of-ſprin fr OY E S$progenic, 
That wontthe wofld with famous aQts to fill; 
Whoſe living praiſes in heroick ſtile, 

It is my chiefe profeſsivn'to compile. 


They all conmnpye throngh the ruſt of tire, 


That doth all faireſtthings on carth deface, 
Or through vnnoble Neth.or ſinfullerime, 
That Joth degeheriteiictoble race 5 

Haue both deſire of worthy deedsforlorae, 


And name of learning vtterly doe ſcorne. 


Ne doe they careto haue the aunceſtrie'''  * 
Ofth'old Heroes memorizde anew: / 

Ne docthey carcthatlate poſteritie' | 
Should know theirnames, or ſpeak their praiſes dew: 
But dic forgot from whenceat firſt they ſprong, 

As they themſcluesſhalbe forgot erclong.' - 


What bootes it then to come fromglorious' 
Forefathers, or to haue been nobly bred? 
What oddestwixt In vSandold INACHYS, 
Twixt beftand worſt, when both alike ate ded 3 
If none of neither mention ſhould make, 

Nor 6tit of duſt their memories awake ©. 


Or who would euer care to doe braue deed, - 
Or ſtrive invertue others to'excell; * ++ 


If none ſhould yeeld himikis deſerued med, 


O©& o4 


And CHARLEMAIN 8, amongſtthe Starris ſeauen. 


But now will my golden Clarionrend, 

And will henceforth immortalize no more : 
Sith Ino more find worthy to commend 
Forprizc of value, or for learned lore © © © 
For noble Peeres whom I was wontto raiſe, 
Now onely ſecke for pleaſure, noughtfor praile- 


Their greatreuenues all inſumptuous pride - 
They Bend, that oagnees owns, they may ſpare; | 
And therich fee which Pocts wont diuide, | 

Now Parafites and Sycophants doe ſhare: © 

ThereforeI mourne _ endlefle ſorrow make, 


e 


Both for my ſelfe, and for my Siſterslake. 


With that ſhe lowdly& _ waile and ſhrike; 
And from her eyes a ſeaofteares did powre, p . 
I 2. n 
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The Teares of the Muſes. 


And all her Siſters with compaſsion like, ——_ loathing earth, I looke vp to the Sky, 
Did more increaſe the ſharpnes of herſhowre. ... Andbecingeriuen hence, I thither flic, 
So ended ſhe: and thenthe nextinrew, | 

Began her plaint, as doth hereinenlew. SS Thence I hchold the miſeric of men, 


Which want the blis that wiſdom would them breed, 
And like brute beaſts doe lic in loathſome den, 


Y VRAN [ A. '.,,  Ofghoſtly darknes, and of gaſtly dreed : 
| "I For whom I mourne and for my lelfe complaine, 
VV Hat wrath of Gods, or-wicked influence | And for my Siſters eake whom they diſfdaine. - 
Of'Srarres conſpiring wretched menrafflict, 
' Hath pourd on earth this noyous peſtilence, :, With that, ſhee wept and waild ſo pitiouſly, 
That mortall minds doth inwardly infe&t - :.,. . Asif hereyes had beene two ſpringing wells : 
Wih loue of blindnes and of ignorance, , | And allthereſtherſorrow to ſupplie, 
To dwell in darknes without {oyerance 2 ERS Did throw forth ſhrikes and cries and dreery yells, 
| .*....-., Soecnded ſhee, and then the nextin rew, 
What difference twixt man and þealt is left, : Began her mournfull plaint as doth enſew. 


When th'heauenly light ofknowledge is put our, —_ | 
And th'ornaments of wiſdome are bereft ? -a76 

Then wandreth he in error and in doubt, T5 POL Y HYM NI A. 
Vnweeting of the danger hee is in, 


Through ficſhes frailtie, and deceit of fin, | |. A Dolefull caſe deſires a dolefull fog, _ 

| EP : Without yaine art or curious complements: 
In this wide world in which they wretches ſtray, - Andfquallid Fortunc into baſcnes flong, 
It is the onely comfort which they haue, Doth ſcorne the pride of wonted ornaments. - 
It is their light, thcir loadftarre, and their day; .___ - Then fitteſt arc theſe ragged rimes for me, 
Buthell and darknes, and the griflic graue 3 To tell my forrowes that exccediog be, 
Is ignorance, the enemy of grace, 64:4 | | 
That minds of men borne heauenly doth debace. ., ,,- For the ſweernumbers and melodious meaſures, 


| 340 | ,-,} With whichTwontthe winged words to ty, 
Through knowledge,we behold he worlds creation, ; And make a tunefull Djapalc of pleaſures; | 
How in his cradle firſt he foſtred was; Now becing letto runner libertic | 
And iudge of Natures cunningoperation;* ,, j, - By thoſe which haue no skilltorule them right, 
How things ſhe formed of aformleſſe mas: __ .*--;> Haue now quiteloſt their naturall delight, 
By knowledge wedoe learneourſelues to knowe, -. . FRENTE TEGBIGPIf 19 sf 
And what to man, and whatto God we owe, © .,.. + —_— of huge words yphoorded hidcouſly, 
Ws oO 2D 3 ORR. Wi horrid ſound though hauiog little ſence, 
From hence, we mount aloftymtothe skie, , -;.. .- Theythinketo be chicfe praiſe of Poetry; 
And looke into the cryſtall firmament:  Andthereby wanting duc intelligence, 
There we behold the heaucns great Hierarchic,,, :.,, -— Havemardtheface of goodly Poelie, 
The Starres pure light, the Spheres ſwift mouement, - And madea monſter of their fantafic. 
The Spirits and Intelligences faire, RE Weir = 
And Angels waighting on th'Almighnies chaire, Whilomein ages paſt none might profeſſe 
| But Princes and high Prieſts that ſecret skill. 


And there, with humble mind agd bigh inſight, Theſacred lawes therein they wont cxpreſle, 
Theeternall Makers maicſtie wee view, And with deepe Oracles theirverles fill : | 

_ Hisloue, his truth, his gloriez and bis might, : ...... ...-: Then was ſhe held in ſougraigne dignitic, 

And mercie more then mortal men can view, © And made the nourſling of Nobilitie, 
O ſoucraigne Lard,s ſoucraigne happineſle, Pe 
To {ce thee, and thy mercie meaſureleſle ! | But now nor Prince nor Prieſt doth her maintaine, 

| _-- But ſuffer herprophaned for to be 
” Such happineſs haue they, thardoecmbrace 7 Of the baſe vulgar, that with hands vaclcane, 

Theprecepts of my heauenlie diſcipline ; Dares to pollute her hidden myſteric 3 
But ſhame andſorrow and accurlſed caſe _ And treadcth vnder foote her holy things, _ 
Haue they, that ſcornethe ſchoole of Arts diuine, Which was the care of Keſars and of Kingg- 


And baniſh 9”, which doe profefſethe skill 


To make men ly wiſe, through humbled will, One onely liues, her ages ornament, 

oak | And mirror of her Makers maicſtie, 
How-euer yet they me deſpiſe and ſpight, That with rich bountie and deare cheriſhment, 
I feed on ſweet contentment of my thought, Supports the praiſe of noble Poeſic: 
And pleaſe my ſelfe with mine owne ſelfc-delight, Ne onely fauours them which it profeſle, 
In contemplation of thingy heaucnlic wrought : But is her ſelfe apeereleſs Poetreſle, 


Moſt 


Moſt peercletic Prince, moſt peerclefle Poctreſle, 
TherruePaNxDoR a of all heavenly graces, 
DiuineE L 12 Aa,facred Empgreſle, 

Liuc ſhe for cuer, and her royall P'laces 

Be fild with praiſes of diuineſt wits, 

That her etcrnize with their heaucnly writs, 


Some few,befide, this ſacred $kill eſteme, 
Admirers of her glonous excellence; 

Which becing lightned with her beauties beme, 
Are thereby fild with happy influcnce, 

And lifted vp aboue the worldes gaze, 

To ſing with Angels her immortallpraize. 


? 
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But all the reſt, as bo-ne of {aJuage broo4, 
And hauing bcene with Acorns alwaics ted, 
Can no whit ſauour this celeſtt i]] to0Gd; 

Bur with baſe thoughts are into blindaefle led, 


And kept from looking on the lightſome da, : 


Por whom I waile and weepe all that I may. 


Eftſoones ſuch ſtore of teares ſhe fo: th d1d powre, 
As if ſhe al] ro water would haue gone; 

And all her ſiſters ſeeing her lad ſtowre, 

Did weep and waile, and made exceeding mone, 
And all their learned 1nſtruments did breakc. 
The reſt, yntold, no lung rongue can ipeake, 
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LONG SINCE DEDICATED | 
To the moſt noble and excellent Lord,the Earle 
of Leicefter, deceaſed. 
(23 


\ \ Fg Rongd, yernordaring toexpreſſe my paine, 
Toyou (great Lord) che cauſer of my care, 
Inclowdietearcs my caſe I thus complaine 

Vntoyour ſelfe, char onely priuic are: 

| Bur if chat any Oedipus voiware, 

Shall chaunce, through power of ſome diuining ſprighe, 

Torcad theſecrert of this riddle rare, 

And knowe the putport of my euill plight, 

| Let him be pleaſed with his owne inſight, 

Ne further ſecke to gloſe vpon thetext: 

Forgriefe enough itis togrieued wight 

To feele his fault, and not be further vext. 

Bur what-ſo by my ſelfe may not be ſhowen, = 

May by this Gnats complainc be eaſily knowen. 
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E now have plaid (AvGvsrTvs) wantonly, 
\ Tuning our long vnto a tender Muſe; 
Andlikea cobweb weauing flenderly, 
Haue onely playd: Jet thus much then excuſe 
This G Nxar $ ſmali Pocme, that th'whole hiſtoric 
Is but 2 ieſt, though enuie it abuſe : 
Bur who ſuch ſports and ſweet dehghts doth blame, 
Shall lghterfſeeme then this GNar s idle name. 


Hereafter, when as ſeaſon more ſecure 

Shall bring forth fruir, this Muſe ſhall ſpeak to thee 
Tn bigger notes, that may thy ſenſe allure, 
And for thy worth frame ſome fit Poefie: 

The golden ofspring of L a T o N a pure, 

And ornainent of greatI ov x $ progenie, 
PHnoEBy $ ſhallbethe Author of my ſong, 
Playing on Iyorie harp with faluer ſtrong. 


He ſhall inſpire my verſe with gentle moode 

Of Poets Prince, whether he woon beſide 

Faire XANTHY $ ſprinkled with Cu 1MAERAS 
Orin the woods of Aſtery abide; (blood ; 
Or whereas mount Parneſſe, the Muſes brood, 

Doth his broad forchead like two hornes diuide, 
And the ſweet wauesof ſounding Ca3taly, 

With 1:quid foote doth ſlide downe eaſily. 


Wherefore ye Siſters which the gloric be 

Of the Pierian ſtreames, fayreNAraDEs, 

Goe to, and dauncing all in companic, 

Adorne that God: and thou holy PaLzs, ' 

To whom the honeſt care of husbandrie 

Returneth by continuall ſucceſfe, | 

Haue care forto purſue his footing lightz ' (dight. 
Through the wide woods, and groues, with green leaues 


Profcfling thee, I lifted am aloft 

Betwixt the forreft wide and ſtarrie sky : | 
And thou moſtdrad{Ocravrys)which oft 
To learned wits giu'ft courage worthily, 

O come {thouſacred child) come fliding ſoft, 


And fauonr my beginnings graciouſly : 


For not theſe leaues do fingthat dreadfull toun3, 
When Giants blood did ſtaine Phlegrean ground, 


Nor howth'halte-horfiepeople, CxnTayRs $ hight, 
Fought with the bloudieLAP 1TH asx:s arbord, 

Nor how the Eaſt with tyrannous deſpight 

Burnt th' Attick towres,and people flew with ſword ; 

Nor how mount Athos through exceeding might 

Was digged downe, nor Srog bands abord 

The Pontickſea by their huge Nauie caſt, 

My volume ſhall renowne, ſolong ſince paſt. 


Nor Helleſpont trampled with horſes feet, 

When flocking Perſeans did the Greekes aftray 3 
But my ſoft Muſe, as for her power moore meet, 
Delights (with Px © x B v $ friendly leaue) to play 
An caſie running verſe with tender Res | 

And thou (drad ſacred child)to thee alway, 

Let cuerlaſting lightſome glorie ſtriue, 

Through the worlds cndlefle ages to ſuruiue, 


And let an happie roomeremaine for thee © 
Mongſt heaucaly ranks, where bleffed ſoules doreſt; 
And ct long laſting life with joyous glec, | 
As thy due meedethat thou. deſerueſtbeſt, 

Hereafter many yeeres remembred be | 

Amongſt good men, of whom thou oft art bleſt. 
Liue thou forecuer in all happineſle : 

Butletys turneto our firſt buſineſle, 


The fiery Sun was mounted now on hight, 
Vpto the heauenly towers, and ſhot each where 
Out of his golden Charet gliſteriog light; 

And faire Av R 0 & awith herrofic heare, 

The hatcfull darknes now had put to flight, 
When as the ſhepheard ſeeing day appeare, 

His little Goats gan driue out oftheir ſtalls, 
To feede abroad, where paſture beſt befalls, 


To an high mountaines top he with them went, 
Where thickeſt grafſedid cloathethe open hills ;: 


They now amongſt the woods and thickets ment, Ne | 
| ow 


oth, —_— —_ 
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Now in this rallayes waodringt their wills, * He ioyes1n groues, and makes himſel fe full blyrhe, | 
Spread themſelues farre abroad through eachdeſcentz With ſundry flowers in wilde fields gathered ; 
Someon the ſoftgreenc graſlefeeding their 94'S Ne frankincenſe he from Panchea buyth, 

nic, 


Some clambring through the hollow cliftes on Sweet quiet harbours in his harmeleſs hcad, 
ih And perfect pleaſure buildes herioyousbowre, 


Free. from ſad cares, thatrich mens harts deuowre. 


Nibble the buſhicſhrubs, which growe thereby. | | 


Others, thevemoſt boughs of trees doe crop, - 


And brouzethe woodbine twigges, that freſhly bud ; 


{This with full bie doth catchthevtmoſtrop 
Of ſome ſoft Willow, or new growen ſtud; 


This with ſharpetecth the bramble leaves doth lop, 


And chaw the tender prickles in her Cud 3 
The whiles another, high doth oncrlooke 
Her owne like imagein a cryſtallbrooke, 6 


O the great happineſs, which ſhepheards haue, _ 
Who-ſo loathes not too much thepoore eſtate, 
With mind that ill vſe doth before depraue, 
Ne meaſures all things by the coſtly rate 
Ofriotiſe, and ſcmblants outward braue : 

No ſuch {ad cares, as wont to macerate 

Andrend the greedic minds of couctous men, 
Doc euer creepe into the ſhepheards den. 


Ne cares he if the fleece, which him arayes, 

Be nottwice ſteeped in Aſſyrian die; 

Negliſtering of gold, which vnderlayes 

The Surnmer beames, doc blind his gazing cyc. 
Nepictures beautie, nor the glauncing rayes . ' 
Ofprecious ſtones, whenceno good commeth by; 
Ne ycthis cup emboſt with Imagery 
OfBatrTvs,orofALCONS vanity, 


Ne oughtthe whelky pearles eſteemeth hee, 


Which arefrom Indian Seas Broughe far away: . 
But withpure breſt from carefull forrow free, 
Oathe ſoft graffe his limbs doth oft diſplay, 

Tn ſiveet Spring time, when flowres varictie 
With ſundry x peme) 2rram the ſprinkled lay s _. 
Therelying all at caſc, from guile or ſpight, 
Wirh pype of fennie reedes doth him delight, - 


There he, Lord of himlelfe, with palmebedight, . 


His looſer locks doth wrap in wreath of vine : 


There his milke-dropping Goats be his delight, __ 


And fruitfull Par x $, and theforteſt greene, * 
And darkſome caues in pleaſant yallies pight, 

Whereas continuall ſhade is to be ſeene, FE. 
And wherefrcſh ſpringing wells,as cryſtall neatc, 
Doe alwaics flowezto quench his thirſtiebeate, - 


i % 
” 


O! who can lead then a more happy life, 
Then he, that with cleanemind an 


cadly fight of warlikeflecte doth feare, 
Nerunnes in perill of foes cruell knife, 4 #{ ow 
Thar inthe ſacred temples he may reare; © , 
A trophee of his glittering ſpoyles andrreaſure, 
Or may abound in riches aboue meaſure, . 


hart ſincere; 
No greedy riches knowes, nor bloudic ſtrife, . 
No 


- This all his care, thiszlthiswhole endeuour, 


To rhrs;bis mind andfenfes he doth bend, 
How he may flowe in quicts matchlels treaſour, 


.  Contentwithany food that God doth icnd, 


And how bislimbs, refolu'd through idlelcifour, 
Vnto ſweet ſleepe he may ſecurely lend, 

In ſome coole ſhadow:from the ſcorching heat, 
The whiles his flock their chawed cuds doe cate, 


O flocks ! © Faunes ! and © yepleaſant ſprings 
Of Tempe, where the country Nymphs arcrife, 


Through whoſe not coſtly care cach ſhepheard ſings 


As merry notes vpon hisruſticke Fife, 

As that Afirean Bard, whole fame now rings 
Through the wide world, and leades as joytull life; 
Free from all troubles, and from worldly toyle, 
In which fond men doe all their dayesturmoyle, 


In ſuch delights, whilſt thus his carelefſe time 
This ſhepheard driues, vpleaning on his batt, 
And on ſhrill reeds chaunting his ruſtick rime, 
Hyperion throwing forth his beames full hott, 
Into the higheſt top of heauen gan clime; 
And the world parting by an equal] lotr, 

Did ſhed his whirling flames on either fide, 
As the great Occan doth himſclfe diuide, 


Then gan the ſhepheard gatherinto one - 

His ſtragling Goatcs, and drauethem to afoord, 
Whoſe czrule ſtream, rombling in Pibble ſtone, 
Crept vnder moſle as yon as any goord. 
Nowhadthe Sun halte heauen ouergone, 

When he is heard back from that water foord, 
Draue from the force of Pmo xs y s boyling ray, 
Into thicke ſhadowes, there themſelues to lay, 


Soone as he them plac'tin thy ſacred wood 

(O Delian Goddelle) faw, to which of yore, + 
Came the bad daughterof old Ca Þ xy £ brood, 
Cruell AG a v x, flying vengeance ſore.. _ 
Ofking N1ic TILsy s, fortheguiltic blood, 
Which ſhewith curſed hands had ſhed before; 
There ſhe halfe frantick having fliine her ſonne, 


Did ſhrowd herfelfe, like puruſhment to ſhonoe.. ... 


Hecrealſo playing onthe graffie greene, 
Woodgods, and Satyres, and ſwift Dryades;,. 
With many Fairies oft were daunciog ſeeve. .. 
Notſo muchdid Dan Oxy «xv $reprellc, 
The ſtreames of H ebrus with his ſongs I weene, 
As that faire trotipe of wooddic Goddeſles 
Staied thee, (0 PENE v$) pouring forth to thee, 


Ofhim his Godis worſhipt with his ſythe, 4: Re 
1an poliſhed s From cheerfull lookes, grearmirth,& gladſome glee. 


| Andnot with kill of crafilman poliſhed : bs 
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The verienature ofthe pl:ce, relounding 

Witch geatic murmure of the breathing ayre, 

A pleaſant bowre with all delight abounding 

In the irefh ſhacowe did for them prepare, 

To reſt their limbs with wearineſs redounding, 
For firſt, the high Palme trees with branchesfaure, 
Out of the lowely vallies did ariſe, 


And high ſhootevp their heads into the skyes. 


And them amongſt the wicked Lotos grew, 
Wicked, for holding guiletully away 

VLyYssEs men, whom rapt with ſweetnes new, 
Taking to hoſte, ir quite from him did ſtay, 

And cke thoſe trees, in whoſe transformed hew, 
The Sunnes ſad daughters waild the rath decay 

Of PHAtrT oN, whoſe limbs with lightening rent, 
They gathering vp, with ſweet teares did lament, 


And that ſametrec, inwhichDtExMaQAPHo ON, 
By his diſloyaltic lamented fore, 

Ereroall hurt left vuto many one: 

Who als accompanied the Oake, of yore 

Through fatall charmes transformd to ſuch an one : 
The Oake, whole Acornes were our foode, before 
TititCz & x $ ſeed of mortall men was knowne, 


Whichfrt TRIPTOLEME taught how to be ſowne. 


Here alſo grew the rougher-rinded Pine, 

The great Arg9an {hups brauc ornament, 

W hom go!den Fleece did make an heauenly figne, 
Which coucting, with bis bigh rops extent, 

To make the mountaines touch the ſtarres diuine, 
Decks all the forreſt with embelliſhment, 

And the blacke Holme that loues the watrie vale, 


And the ſweet Cyprelle, figne of deadly bale, 


Emongſt thereſt, the clambring Yuie grew, 
Kaitting his wanton armes with graſping hold, 
Leaſt thatthe Poplar happely ſhoul:! rew 

Her brothers ſtrokes, whoſe boughs ſhe doth enfold 
With her lythe twigs, till they the top ſurvew, 

And paint with pallid greene her buds of gold. 

Next did the Myrtle tree to her approach, 

Not yet ynmindfull of her oldereproach. 


But the ſmall Birds in their wide boughs embowring, 
Chaunted their ſundry tunes with ſweet conſent, 

And ynderthem a filuer Spring forth pouring 

His trickling ſtreames,a gentle murmure tent; 
Thereto the frogs, bred 1n theflimiefcowring 

Of the moiſt moores, their iarring voyces bent; 
And ſhrill grashoppers chirped thema round: 

All which the ayrie Eccho did reſound. 


In this ſo pleaſant place, this Shepheards flock 
Lay cuene where, their wearic hmbs to reſt, 
On euerie buſh, and cueric hollow rack, 


Where breathe on them the whiſtling wind mote beſt : 


The whiles the Shepheard ſelfe rendiog his ſtock, 
Sate by the fountaine ſide, in ſhade to reſt, 
Where gentle ſlumbrivg fleepe opprefled him, 
D1ſplaid on ground, andleized eueric lim. 


Of trecher:e or traines noughtrtooke he keepe, 
But looſlic on the graſſic greene dilpred, 

His deareſt life did truſt to careleſs ſlecpe; 

Which werghing down his drouping drowſic hed, 
In quietreſt his molten hart did ſteepe, 

Deuoid of care, and feare of all falthed: 

Had not inconſtant fortune, bent to 11], 

Bid ſtrange miſchaunce his quietnes to ſpill. 


For athis wonted time, in th:tſame place, 

An huge great Serpent all with {peckles pide, 

To drench himſelte in mooriſh flime did trace, 
There from the boyling heat himlelfe to hide : 
He paſſing by with rolling wreathed pace, 

Wirth brandithr tongue the emprie ayre did gride, 
And wrapt his ſcale boughts with f<ll defpight, 
Thatall things ſeem'd appalled at his fighe. 


Now more and more hauing himſelfe enrold, 
His glittering breaſt he hifteth vp on hie, 

And with proud vaunt his head aloftdoth hold; 
His creſt aboue ſpotted with purple die, 
Oacuerie {ide did ſhine like {cahe gold, 

And his bright eyes glauncing full dreadfully, 
Did {eeme to flame out flakes of flaſhing fire, 
And with ſterne lookes to threaten kindled yre. 


Thvs wiſc long time hedid himſelfe diſpace 
Thereround about, when as at laſt hee ſpide 

Lying along beforehim inthat place, 

That flocks grand Captaine, and moſt truſtic guide : 
Eftſoones more fierce in viſage, and in pace, 
Throwing his firic eyes on cuerie fide, 

He commeth on, and all things in his way 

Full ſternely rends, that might his paſſage ſtay. 


Much he diſdaines, thatany one ſhould dare 
To come vato his haunt; forwhich intent 

He inly burns, and gins ſtraizhtto prepare 
The weapons, which to him Naturchad lent: 
Felly he hifleth, and doth fiercely ſtare, 

And hath hus jawes with angry ipintsrent, 
Thatall his track with bloodie drops is ſtained, 
And all his folds are now in length outftrained. 


Whom thus at point prepared, topreuent, 
A littlenourſling ofthe humid ayre, 

A GN a r, vato theſlcepic Shepheard went, 

And marking where his eye-lids twiokling rare, 
Shewd the two pearles, which fight varo him lent, 
Throughtheir thin couerings appearing faire, 
His little needle there infixing deepe, 

Warnd him awake,from death himſclfc to keepe, 


Wherewith enrag'd; he fierccly gan vpſtarr, 
And with his hand him raſhly bruzing, flew, 
As 1n aucngement of his heedlefle (mart, 

T hat ſtrai ght the ſpirit our of his ſcnſes flew, 
And life out of his members did depart : 
When ſuddenly caſting aſide his view, 

He ſpide his foe with felonous intent, 

And ferucnt cyes to his deſtruCtion beat. 


AY 
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All ſuddainly diſmaid, and hartleſle quight, 
He fled abacke; and catching baſtic hold 
Ofayoung Alder hard beſide him pight, 

Ir rent, and ſtreight about him gan behold, 
What God or Fortune would aſ(siſt his might. 
But whether God or Forrune made him bold, 
Its hard to read: yet hardy will he had 

To ouercome, that made him leſle adrad. 


The ſcalie back of that moſt hideous Snake, 
Enwrapped round, oft faining to retire, 

And oft him to aflaile, he fiercely ſtrake 
Whereas his temples did his creaſt-front tyre; 
And for he was but ſlowe, did floth off ſhake, 
And gazing ghaſtly on (for fearc andire 

Had blent ſo much his ſenſe, that lefle he feard; ) 
Yet when he {aw him laine, himſelfe he cheard. 


By this,the nightforth from the darkſome bowre 
Of HzREBv 5 her tecmed ſteeds gan call, 

And lazicV = $ PE R inhis timely howre, 

From golden O x r 4 gan proceed withall : 
Whenas the Shepheard after this ſharpe ſtowre, 
Secing the doubled ſhadowes lowetofall, 
Gathering his ſtraying flocke,does homeward fare, 
And ynto reſt his wearie ioynts prepare. | 


Into whoſe ſenſe ſo ſoone as lighter ſleepe 
Was entred, and now looſing euery lim, 
Sweet flumbring deaw in careleſnes did ſteepe, 
Theimageof that G wx a T appeardto him, 
And in ſad tearmes ganſorrowtfully weepe, 
With griſly countenaunceand 51 4 grim, 
Wailing the wrong which he had done of late, 
In ſteed of good, haſtning his cruell fate. 


Said he, whathaue Iwretch deferu'd, that thus ' 
Into this bitter bale I am outcaſt, 
Whilſt that thy life more deare and precious 
Was then mine owne, ſo long as it did laſt ? 
I now in hu of painesfo gracious, 

Am toſt in th'ayre with every windy blaſt: 
Thou ſafe delivered from fad decay, ; ; 
Thy careleſs limbs in looſe fleepe dooſt diſplay. ' 


So liueſt thou: but my poore wretched ghoſt 

Is forſt to ferry out Ls THE $ Riuer, | 

And ſpoyld of Cx ar oN,to and froam toſt, 
Sceſt thou not, how all places quake and quiuer, . 
Lightned with deadly lamps on euery poſt? 
T1$1P HONE each where doth ſhake and ſhiver . 
Her flamiog fier brond, encountring me, 

Whoſe lockes yncombed cruell Adders be. 


AndCrRBxRv s, whoſe many mouthes do bay, 
And barke outflames, as if on fire he fed ; | 
Adowne whoſe neck in terrible array, 

Ten thouſand Snakes cralling about his hed 

Doc hang in heapes, that horribly affray, 

And bloody eyes doe gliſter firie red: 

He oftentimes me dreadfully doth threaten, 

Wyih painfull cormentsto be ſorely beaten. 


Ay me, that thanks ſo much ſhould faile of mecd, 
For that I theereſtord to life againe, 

Euen from the doore of death and deadly dreed, 
Where then is nowthe guerdon of my paine > 
Wherethe reward of my ſopittious deed ? 
Thepraile of pitty vaniſhr is in yaine, 

And th'antique faith of Tuſtice lang agone 

Our of the Land is fled away and gone. 


I ſaw anothers fate approachiog faſt, 

And left mince owne, his ſafety to render; 

Into the ſame mishap I now am caſt, _ 

And ſhund deſtruction doth deſtructionrender ; 
Not vnto him that never hath treſpaſt, 

But puniſhment is due to the offender. 

Yet letdeſtrution be thepuniſhment, 

So long as thankfull will may utrelenr, 


I carried am into waſte wilderneſle, 

Waſte wildernes,among{t Cymmerian ſhades, 
Where cndlefle paines, and hideous heauineſſe 
Is round about me heapt in-darkſome glades, 
For therehuge Or n o s ſits in (ad diſtreſle, 
Faſt bound with Serpents that him oft inuades : 
Farre off bcholding EPH1iaLlTtxs tide, 
Which once afſai'd to burne this world ſo widcs 


And there is mournfull Tit yy s, mindfull yet 
Of thy diſpleaſure, 6L Am on a faire; 
Diſpleaſure too implacable was it, 

That made him meate for wild foules of the ayre: 
Much doelI fearc among ſuch fiends to fit, 

Much doel feare back to them to reparre, 

To the black ſhadowes of the ST r 61 a wx ſhore, 
Where wretched ghoſts fit wailing cucr-more, 


 Therenext the vtmoſtbrinke doth he abide, 


Thatdid the bankets of the Gods bewray, 
Whoſethroat through thirſt to noughtmigh beiog dride, 
His ſenſe to ſeeke for eaſe turnes euery way : 

And hethatin auengement of his pride, ' 

For ſcorning to the ſacred Gods topray, 

Againſt a mountainerolls a mighty ſtone, 

Calling in yaine for reſt, and can haue none, 


Goec ye withthem, goc curſed Damoſells, 

Whote bridall torches fouleE ® yn 1 s tynde, 
And Hy & N at your ſpouſalls ſad, foretells 
Tydines of death, and maſſacreynkind : 

With them, thatcruelliCo x c x 1D mother dwells, 
The which conceiu'd in herreuengefull mind, 

With bitter wounds her owne deere babes to ſlay, 
And murdred troupes vpon great heapes to lay. 


There alſo thoſe two Pandionian maides, 
CallingonIT15s,IT 1s euermore, 

Whom (wretched boy) they flew with guiltic blades: 
For whom the Thracian king lamenting ſore, 
Turn'd to a Lapwing, fouliethem vpbraides, 

And fluttering, round about them ſtill does fore : 
There now they all eternally complaine 

Of others wrong, and ſuffer endleſs paine, 


But 
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But the two brethren borne of Ca Þ my s blood, 
Whilſt cach does for the Soucraignty contend, 
Blind through ambition,and with vengeance wood, 
Each doth apainſt the others bodice bend 

His curled ſteele, of neither well withſtood, 

And with wide wounds their carcaſes doth rend; 
That yet they both doe mortall foes remaine, 

Sith cach with brothers bloudic hand was flaine, 


Ah ! (weladay) there is no end of paine, 

Nor change of labour may intreared bee : 

YetTI beyond all thete am carried faine, 

Where other Powers farre different I ſee, 

And muſt paſſe ouer to th'Elyſian Plaine: 
TheregrimPEzR SEP HONE cncountring mee, 
Doth vrge her fellow Furics earneſtly, 

With their bright firebronds meto terrifie, 


TherechatAr ces rs liues inuiolate, 
Freefrom all care, fot that her husbands daies 
She did prolong by changing fate for fate, 

Lo there liues alſo the immorrall praiſe 

Of womankind, moſt faithfull to her mate, 
PENELOPE: andfrom her farre awaics 

A ruleſlerout of young-men, which her woo'd, 
All flainc with darts, lie wallowed in theirblood, 


AndſadEvyRrIiDicCsa thence now.no more 
Muſt turne to life, but there detained bee, 

For looking back, becing forbid defore:. 
Yet was the guiltthereof, ORPay s,in thee, 
Bold ſure hewas, and worthy ſpirit bore, 

That durſt thoſe loweſt ſhadowes goeto (ee, 


And could belecue that any thing could pleaſe 


FellCzRBzR v s, ot Stygian Powres appeaſe, 


Ne feard the burning waucs of Phlegeton, . 
Nor thoſe ſame mournful kingdoms,compaſle 
With ruſtichorrour and foule faſhion, _ | 

And decpe digd vawres, and Tartar couered 

With bloodie night, and darke confuſion, __ _ 
And iudgementicates, whoſe Iudgeis deadly dred; 
A Iudsge, that after death doth puniſh fore 

The faults, which life hath treſpalled before, 


But valiant fortune madeD an ORPHszy $ bold: 
For the (wift running rivers ſtill did ſtand, 

And the wilde beaſts their furie did with-hold, 
TofollowORPH x vs mulickthrough the land : 
And th'Oakes deepe grounded in the earthly mold 
Did moue, as if they could bim vnderſtand : _ 
And the ſhrill woods. whichwereof ſenſe bereau'd, 
Through their hard barce his filuer ſound receau'd, 


And cke the Moone her haſtic ſteeds did ſtay, 
Drawing in teemes along the ſtarric skie, 
And didſt (6 monthly Virgin) thou delay 
Thy nightly courſe, to heare his melodie? 
The ſame was able with like louely lay 

The Queene of hell to moue as eaſily, 
oyccldEYRYDIC x vntoherfere, 


acke to be borne, thoughig ralawfull w _ & 


- 


Shee (Lady) hauing well before approoued, 
The fiends to be too cruecll and ſeuere, 
Obſeru'd th'appointed way, as her behooued, 
Ne euer did her eye-light turne arcre, 

Ne euer {pake, ne cauſe of ſpeaking mooued: 
But cruellOxPHary s, thou _ crueller, 
Secking to kille her, brok'ſ{t the Gods decree, 
And thzreby mad'ſt her cuer damn'd to be. 


Ah! bur ſweet loue of pardon worthy is, | 
And doth deſerue to haue ſmall faults remitted ; 
If Hell atleaſt things lightly done amis 

Knew how to pardon,when ought is omitted : 
Yetare ye both recciued into blis, 

And to the ſeates of happy foules admitted, 
And you, beſide the honourable band 

Of great Heroes, doe in order ſtand, 


Therebe the two ſtout ſonnesof Axacys, . 
Fierce PxLEvs, andthchardie TxrLAMonN, 
Both ſeeming now full glad and joyeous 
Through their Sires dreadfull iurifdiftion, 
Beeing the Tudge of all thathorrid hous : 

And both of them by ſtrange occaſion, 
Renown'd in choyce of happy marriage 
Through V x v 8 grace, and vertues cariage. 


For th'one was rauiſht of his owne bond-maid, 
ThefaireI x 1 0 N 8, captiu'd from Troy : 

But th'other was with TuzT 1s loue aſlaid, 
GreatN xR& v $ his daughter, and his ioy. 
On this fide them there is a yong-man laid, 
Their match in glorie, mighnie, fierce and coy 2 
That from th'Argolick ſhips, with furious ire, 
Bett back the furie ofthe T'royaa fire. 


O: who would not recount the ſtrong divorces 

Of that great warrz, which Troyans oft beheld, 
And oft beheld thewarlike Greekiſh forces, 

When Teycrian ſoyle with bloody rivers ſweld, 

And wide Sigeas ſhores were ſpred with corſcs, 

And Simos and Xanthwus blood out-weld, | 
WhilſtH x c To k raged with outrageous mind, 
Flames,weapons,wolids in Greekes fleet to hauc tynd, 


For 1a ſe'fe, in ayde of that fierce fight, _ 

Out of her mountaines miniſtred ſupplies, - 
And like a kindly nurſe, did yeeld (for ſpight) 
Store of firebronds out of her nurſeries, 
Vato her foſter children, that they might 
Inflame the Nauie of their enemies, 

And all the Rhetean fhore to aſhes turne, 


Wherelay the ſhips,which they did ſecketo burne. 


Gainſt which the noble ſonneof TxLAMON. 
Oppoſd himſelfe, and thwarting his huge ſhield, 
Them battell bad, gainſt whom appeard anon, 
Hz cToR, the glory of the 7roien field: 

Both fierce and furious in contention , 
Encountred, thattheir mighty ſtrokes ſo ſhrild, 
As the great clap of thunder, which doth riue 
The rg Ys and cloudes aſunderdrige. 
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So th'one with fire and weapons did contend 
Tocutthe ſhips, from turning home _=_ 

To Argos, th'other ſtrouc for to defen 

The force of V v Lc an x with his might and maine. 
Thus th'one AE aC1D 8 did his fame extend : 

But th'other ioy*d, that on the Phrygian plaine 
Hauing the blood of vanquiſht HEcToR ſhed, 

He compaſt Troy thrice with his body ded. 


Againe great dole on cither partie grewe, 

That him to death vnfaithfullP an 1 s ſent; 
And alſo him thatfalleViysss s ſlewe, 
Drawne into danger through cloſe ambuſhment : 
ThereforefromhimLarRr as $s ſonne his vewe 
Doth turne aſide, and boaſts his good event 

In working of Strymonian Rheſws fall, 

And eft in Dolons {nbtileſurpriſall. 


Againe the dreadfull Cy;ons him diſmay, 
And blacke Leftrizones, a people ſtout: 
Then greedie Scilla, vnder whom there bay 
Many great bandogs, which her gird about: 
Then doc the Aetnean Tyclops him :ffray, 
And __ Charybdi gulphing in and out: 
Laſtly, the {qualid lakes of Tarterie, 

And grieſly Ficnds of hell bimterrikie. 


Therealſo goodly A GamEMNoON boſts 

The gloricoftheſtocke of TanTALYS, 
And famous light of all the Greekiſh hoſts, 
Vnder whole condu& moiſt viRtorious, 

The Dorick flames conſum'd the Tliackpoſts. 

Ah ! >ut the Greckesthernſelues more dolourous, 
To thee, © Troy, paid penaunce for thy fall, 

In th'Helleſpoxt being nigh drowned all. 


Well may appeare by proofe of their miſchance, 
The changctull caring of meas ſlipperie ſtate, 
That none, whom fortune ficely doth aduance, 
Himſclfe therefore to heanen ſhould eleuate : 
For loftic type of honour through the glance 
Of enuies dart,is downe in duſt proſtrate; 

And all that yaunts in worldly vanitie, 

Shall all chrough fortunes mutabilitie. 


Th' Argoliche power returning home againe, 
Enricht with ſpoyles'of th'Er;GFhonian towrey 
Did happie wind and weather entertaine, 

And with good ſpeed the fomic billowes ſcowre: 
No figne of ſtorme, no feare of future paine, 
Which toone enſued them with heauic ſtowre. 
Nereisto the Seas a token gaue, 

The whales thcir crooked keeles the ſurges claue. 


Suddenly, whether through the Gods decree, 

Or hapleſle riſing of ſome froward ſtare, 

The heavens on cuerie fide enclowded bee: 

Black ſftormes and fogsarc blowen vp from farre, 
That nowthe Pylote can no loadftarre ſee, 

But skies and ſeas doe make moſt dreadfull warre ; 
The billowe ſtriving to the heauens to reach, 
And th'beauens ſtriuing them for to impeach, 


And in auengement of their bold atrempr, 

Both Sun and ſtarres, andall the heauenly powres 
Contfpircin oneto wreaketheir raſh contempr, 

And down on them to fall from higheſt towres : 

The skie in peeces ſeeming to berent, 

Throwes lightning forth, 8& haile,& harmfull ſhowres, 
That death on euerie fide to them appeares 

In thouſand formes,to worke moſt ghaſtly feares. 


Some in the greedy floudsarc ſunke and drent, 
Some on therocks of Capharexs are throwne; 
Some on th'Euboick Cliffs in peeces rent; 

Some ſcattred on the Hercean ſhores vaknowne ; 
And many loſt, of whom no moniment 
Remaines, nor memorie is to be ſhowne:. 
Whilſt all the purchaſe of the Phrygian pray 
Tot on alt billowes, round about oth ſtray. 


Heere many other like Heroes bee, 

Equall in honour to the former cruc, 

Whom ye in goodly ſcates may placed ſec, 
Deſcendedall from Reme by linage due, 

From Rome, that holds the world in ſoueraignrie, 
And doth all Nations vnto her ſubdue : 

Heere Faby and Decy doe dwell, 

Horaty that in yertue did excell. 


And here the antique fame of ſtout Camitt 
Doth euerliue, and conſtant CvRa Try s, 
Who ſtifly bent his vowed life to ſpill 

For Countries health, a gulfe moſt hideous 
Amidſt the Townewith his owne corps did fill, 
T'appeaſe the Powers; andprudent My T1y 8, 
Who in his fleſhendur'd theſcorching flame, 
To daunt his foe by enſample of the lame. 


And herewiſeCv& 1 v $, his cowpanion 

Of noblevertues, lives in endleſs reſt ; 

And ſtout Fr amrn ry s, whoſe deuotion 
Taught him the fires ſcornd furie to dereſt ; 
And heere the praiſe of cither Sc 1p10N 
Abides in higheſt place abouethe beſt, 

To whom the ruind walls of Carthage vowd, 
Trembling their forces, ſound their praiſes lowd, 


Line they for ever through their laſting praiſe : 

But I, poore vwretch, am forced to retourne 

To the ſad lakes, thatPn ors vy s ſunny rayes 

Doe neuer ſee, where ſoules doe alwaies mourne, 
And by thewailing ſhores to waſte my dayes, 

Where Phlegeton with quenchleſſc lames doth burne; 
By which iuſt M x x © $ righteous ſoules doth ſeuer 
From wicked ones, to liue in bliſle for cuer, 


Me therefore thus the cruel! fiends of hell 

Girtwith long ſnakes, 8: thouſand yron chaines, 
Through doome of thattheir crucl] Iudge, compel 
With bitter torture and impaticnt paines, 

Caufe of my death, and iuft complaint to tell. 

For thou art he, whom my poore ghoſt complaines 
To bethe Authour of her ill vowares, 


That careleſs bear'ſt my intollerable cares. 
Them 
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Them thcretore as bequeathing to the wind, 

I now depart, returning to thee neuer, 

Andleue this lamentableplaintbehind, 

But doe thou haunt the ſott downe rolling riuer, 

And wilde greene woods, and fruitfull paſtures mind, 
And letthe flitting ayre my vaine words ſeuer, 

Thus hauing ſaid, be heauily departed 

With pattious cry, that any would haue ſmartcd, 


Now, when the flothfull fit of lifes ſweetreſt 

Had left the heauie Shepheard, wondrous cares 

His ioly grieued minde full ſore oppreſt; 

That balcfull ſorrow he no longer beares, 

For that G x a $ death, which deeply was impreſt : 
But bends what-cuer powerhis aged yeercs 
Him lent, yer beeing fuch, asthrou h their might 
He lately flue his dreadfull foc in fight, 


By that ſame Riuer lurking vnder greene, 
Ettſoores he gins to faſhion forth a place; 

And {quaring it in compaſſe well beſcene, 

T here plottcth out a trombe by meaſured ſpace: 
His yron headed ſpadetho making clecne, 

To dig vp lods out of the flowrie grafle, 

His worke he ſhortly to good purpoſe brought, 
Like as he had conceiu'dit in his thought. 


An heape of carth he hoorded vp on hie, 
Enclofing it with banks on cuerie fide, 
And thereupon did raiſe fullbufily 
Alittle Mount, of greene turfs edifide; 
And onthe top of all, that pafſcrs by 


Might irbchold, the tombe he did proude 
Ofſmootheſt Marble-Ronc inorder ſer, 
That ncuer might his luckie ſcape forget. 


And round about he taughtſweer flowres to grow; 
The Roſc engrained in pure ſcarlet dic, 

The Lilly freſh, and Violet belowe, 

The Marigold, and cheerfull Roſemarie, 

The Spartan Myrtle, whence ſweet gum does flowe, 
The purple Hyacinth, and freſh Coſtmarie, 

And Saf on ſoughtforin Cilicianſoyle, 

And Laurell th'ornament of Pmaorsy s toylc. 


Freſh Reododaphne, and the Sabine flowre 
Matching the wealth of th'auncient EFrankincence, 
And pallid Tuie building his owne bowre, 

And Box yet mindfull of his old offence, 

Red Amaranthws, lucklefle Paramour, 

Ox-cyc ſtill green, and bitter Patience; 

Ne wants therepale Narciſſe,that in a well 

Secing his beautic, in loue with itfell ; 


And whatſocuer other flowre of worth, - 

And whatſo other hearb of louely hew. 

The ioyous Spring out of the ground brings forth, 
To clothe her ſelfe in colours Feſh andnew; 

He planted there, andrearda mount of carth, 

In whoſe high front was writ as doth cnſue. 


To thee, ſmall G wi a T, inliea of bisliſeſaued, 
The Shepheard hath thy deaths record engraued. 
FINES -- 
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RUINES OF 
R O ME: 


BY SBSBELET 


I 


JF E heauenly Spirits, whoſe aſhic cinders lie 
Vnder deepe ruines, with huge walls oppreſt, 
But not your praiſe, the which ſhall never die 
Through your faire verles,ne in aſhesreſt; 
If ſo be ſhrilling voyce of wighr aliue, 
May reach from hence to depth of darkeſthell, 
Then let thoſe deepe Abyſles open riue, 
"That ye may vaderſtand my ſhrieking yell. 
Thrice hauing ſeene ynder the heauens veale 
Your tombs deuoted compaſs ouer all, 
Thrice vnto you with lowd voyccI appeale, 
And for your antique furie heeredoe call, 
The whiles thatT with ſacred horror fing 
Your glorie,faireſt of all carthly thing, 


2 


 GreatBaBY Lo x herhaughtic walls will praiſe, 

And ſharped ſtceples high ſhotyp inayre 3 

Greece will the 01d Epheſian buildings blaze; 

And Nyl«s nurſlings their Pyramides faire : 
The ſame yetvaunting Greece will tell the ſtorie 

Of Iov rs great Image in Olympmeplaced, 

Mavs$OLvy $ worke will be the Cariansglorie. 

And Crete will boaſt the Labyrinth, now raced; 
The antique Rhodian will likewiſe ſet forth 

The great Colofle, cre&tto Memorie; 

And what clſe in theworldis of like worth, 


Some preater learned wit will magnifie, 
Bur Iwill ing abouc all monments 
Seuen Remane Hils, the worlds ſeuen wonderments. 


3 


Thou ſtranger, which for Romein Rome her ſcekeſt, 
And nought of Reme in Rome percciu'ſt at all, 
Theſe ſame old walls, olde arches, which thou ſeeft, 
Olde Palaces,is that, which Reme men call. 

Behold what wreake, what ruine, and what waſt, 
And how that ſhe, which with her mighty powre 
Tam'd all the world, hath tam'd her ſelfe at laſt, 
Thepray of time, which all things doth deuowre. 

Rome now of Rome is th'onely funcrall, 

And onely Rome, of Rome hath viorie; 
Ne ought ſauce Tyber, haſtning to his fall 
Remaanes of all : O worlds inconſtancie ! 
That which is firme, doth flirand fall away, 
Andthat is flitting, doth abide and ſtay. 
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$hee, whoſe high top aboue the ſtarres did ſore, 
One foote on T mx T 185, th'other on the Morning, 
One hand on Scythie, th'other on the More, 
Both heauen and earth in roundneſs compaſkng, 

Io v 8 fearing, leaſt ifſhee ſhould greater grow, 
The Giants old ſhould onceagaine vpriſc, 
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Her whelmd with hulls, theſe 7. hils, which be now 
Tombes of her greatnes,which did threat the skies : 
' Vpon her head he heapt Mount Satwrnall, 
Vpon her belly ch'antique Palatine, 
Vpon her ſtomack laid Mount Qzirinall, 
On herlefthand thenoyſome Eſquiline, 
And Celiay on the right; but both her feet, 
Mount 7 iminall and Auentine doe mcct. 
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Who liſts to ſee, whar-cuer Narure, Art, 
And Heauen could doe, 6 Rome, thee lethim ſee, 
In caſe thy greatnes hecan gheſſe in hart, 
By that which but the piQure is of thee, 
Rome is no more: but if the ſhade of Rome 
May of the body yceld aſceming ſight, 
Its [ike a corſe drawne forth out of therombe 
By Magick skill out of eternall nigh: 
The corps of Rome 1n aſhes 15 entombed, 
And her great {pint reioyned to the ſpirit 
Of this preat malle, 1s in the ſame enwombed ; 
But her braue writings, which her famous merite 
In {pight of time, out of the duſt doth reare, 
Doe make her Idole through the world appearc. 
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Such as the Berecynthian Goddeſle bright 
In her ſwift charret, with high turrets crownd, 
Proud that ſo many Gods ſhe broughtto light; 
Such wasthis Citic in her good dayes found : 
This Citie, more then thatgreat Phrygian mother, 
- Renownd for fruite of famous progenie, 
Whole greatnes, bythe greatnes of none other, 
But by her ſelfe her equall match could {ce : 
 Romeonely mightro Rome compared bee, 
And onely Rome could make great Rometo tremble: 
So did the Gods by heauenly doome decree, 
That other earthly power ſhould notreſemble 
Her that did match the wholeecarths puiſſaunce, 
And did her courage to the heaucns aduaunce. 
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Ye ſacred ruines, and yetragick fights, 
Which onely doc the name of Rome retaine, 
Old moniments, which of ſo famous ſprights 
The honour yetin aſhes doe mainraine : 

Triumphant Arks,ſpyres neighbours to theskie, 
That you to ſee doth 7 ns it ſelfe appall, 

Alas, by little ye to nothing flic, 
The peoples fable, and the ſpoyleof all : 
And though your frames doe for atime make warre 
Gainſt time, yettimein time ſhallruinate 
Yourworkes and names, and your laſt reliques marre. 
My (ad defires, reſt therefore moderate : 
For if that time make end of things ſo ſure, 
It als will cnd che paine which I endure. 
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Through armes and vaſſals Rome the world ſubdu'd, 
That one would weene, that one folc Cities ſtrengrh 
Both land and fea in roundnes had {urwve'd, 


To be the meaſure of her bredth and length: 


T his peoples vertue yet ſo fruitfull was 
Ofvertuous nephewes, that poſteritie 
Striuing ip power their grandfathers to paſſe, 

The loweſt earth ioynd to the heauen hie; 

To th'end that having all parts in their powre, 
Noughtfrom the Romane Empire mighrtbe quight, 
And that though time doth Common-wealtl:s deuoure, 
Yer no time ſhould fo lowe embaſe their hiphr, 

That herhead carth'd in her foundation deepe, 

Should nother name and endleſs honour keepe. 
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Ye cruell ſtarres, and eke ye Gods ynkind, 
Heauen enuious, and bitrer ſtepdame Nature, 
Be it by fortune, orby courſe of kind 
That ye do wicldth'affaires of earthly creature; 
Why hane your hands long ſithence trauciled 
To frame this world that doth endure fo long ? 
Or why were nottheſcRomanepalaces 
Made of ſome marrer no lefle firme & ſtrong ? 
I ſay not, as the common voice doth ſay, 
That all things which beneath the Moone Gi becing, 
Are temporall, and ſubie to decay : 
But I ſay rather, though not all agreeing 
With ſome, thatweene the contraric inthoughe; 
That all this whole ſhall one day come to nought, 


IO 


Asthatbraueſonne of Aef»n,which by charmes 
Atchiu'd the golden Fleecein Colchid land, 
Out of the carth engendred men of armes 
Of Dragons tecth, ſownein the ſacred ſand; 
So thus brane Towne, that in her youthly daies 
An Hydra was of warriours glorious, 
Did fill with ber renowncd nourſlings praiſe 
The firic ſunnes both one and other houſe : 
But they atlaſt, there being then not liuing 
An Hercules, ſo ranke ſced to repreſle; 
Emongſt themſelues with cruell furie ſtriving, 
Mow'd down themlſelues with laughter mercileſſe; 
Renewing in themſclues that rage vnkind, 


Which whilom did thoſe earth-borne brethren bliad. 
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Mars, Naming to haue given fo great head 
To his off-fpring, that mortallpuiſſiunce | 
Puft vp with pride ofRomanehardichead, 
Seemd aboue heauens powreit ſelfe to aduaunce: 
Cooling apaine his former kindled heat; 
With which he had thoſc Romane ſpirits fild, 
Did blowe new fire, and with cnflamed breath, 
Tato 
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Into the Gothicke cold hot rage inſtild : 
Then ganthat Nation, th'earths new Giants brood, 
To dartahioad the thunder-bolts of warre, 
And beating downe theſe walls with furious mood 
Into her mothers boſome, all did marre; 
To th*end that none,all wereitI ov s his fire 
Should boaſt himſelte of the Romane Empire, 


IZ 
Like as whilomethe children of the earth 
Heapt hils on hils, to ſcale the ſtarrie skie, 

And fight againſt the Gods of heauenly berth, 
Whiles Io v x atthem his thunder-bolts ler flie 3 
All ſuddenly with lightning ouerthrowne, 
The furious ſquadrons downe to ground did fall, 
That th'earth vnder her childrens weight did grone, 

And th'heauens in glorie triumpht ouer all: 
So did that haughtie front which heaped was 
On theſe ſeuen Romane hils, itſelfevpreare 
Ouerthe world, and lift her loftie face : 
Againſtthe heauen, that gan her force to feare. 
But now the (corned fields bemone her fall, 
And Gods ſecure feare not her force at all. 


I 

Nor theſwift furie of the flames afpiring, 
Nor the deepe wounds of ViCtors ragin blade, 
Norruthleſle ſpoyle of fouldiers blood-defiring, 
The which fo oft thee (Rome)their conqueſt made; 

Ne ftroke on ſtroke of tortune yariable, 
Neruſt of age hating continuance, 
Nor wrath of Gods, nor ſpighr of men vnſtable, 
Nor thou oppoſd gainſtthive owne puiſlance 
Nor th'/horrible vprore of windes high blowing, 

Nor ſwelling ſtreames ot that God ſaakie-paced, 
Which hath fo often with his ouerflowing 
T hee drenched, haue thy pride fo much abaced ; 
'  Butthatthisnothing, whichthey haue theeleft, 


Makes the world wonder, what they fram thee reft. 


I 
As men in Summer fearleſs paſſe the foord, 
Which is in Winter Lord of all theplaine, 
And with his tumbling ſtreames doth beareaboord 
Theploughmans hope, and ſhepheards labour yaine: 
And as the coward beaſts vie to deſpiſe 
The noblc Lion after hisliues end, 
Whetting their teeth, and with vaine foole-hardife 
Daring thefoe, that cannot him defend : 
And as at Troy moſtdaſtards of the Greekes 
Did brave aboutthe corps of HE CT oR cold; 
So thoſe which whilome wont with pallid checks 
T he Romanc triumphs glory to behold, 
Now on thyſe aſhie tombes ſhew boldneſs vaine, 
And conq@rd darethe Conquerour difdaine, 


5 
Yepallid ſpirits, and ycaſhie ghoſts, 
Which 10ying 1n the brightnes of your days 


Brought forth thoſe fignes of your prelumptuous 
Which now their duſty reliques doe bewray ; (boaſts 
Tell me ye ſpirits (fith the darkſome river 
Of S$2yx,not paſſable to ſoules returning, 
Enclofing you in thrice three wards for cuer, 
Doc not reſtraine your images ſtill mourning) 
Tell methen {for perhaps ſome one of you 
Yet heer: abouc him ſecretly doth hide) 
Doe ye not feele your torments to accrew, 
When ye ſometimes behold theruin'd pride 
Of theſe old Romane workes built with your hands; 
Now to becom noughtelie,but heaped ſands 2 
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Like as yeeſee the wrathfull ſea from farre; 
In a great mountaine heapt with hideous noyle, 
Eftſoones of thouſand billowes ſhouldred narre, 
Againſt aRockto breakewith dreadful poyſe: 

Likeasyeſcefell Bon x a $ with ſharpe blaſt, 
Tofling hugetempeſt: through the troubled sky, 
Eftſoones hauing his wide wings ſpent in waſt, 
To ſtop his wearie cariere ſuddenly : 

And as yeeſce huge flames ſpred diuerſlic, 
Gathercd in ene vptothe heauensto(pire, 
Eftſoones conſumd to fall downe feebily : 

So whilom didthis Monarchie afpire 
As waues, as wind, as fireſpred ouer all, 


Till it byfatall doome adownedid £2ll. 
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Solongas To y x 8 great Bird did make his flight, 
Bearing the fire with which heauen doth vs fray, 
Heauen had not feare of that preſumpruous might, 


With which the Giants did the Gods aflay. 


Bur all ſoſoone, as ſcorching Sunne had brent 
His wings, which wont the = to oucrſpred, 
The outofher maſſic wombe forth ſent 


| That antique horror, which made heauen adred, 


Then was the Germane Rauenin diſguiſe 

That Romane Eagleſeene to cleauec aſunder, 

And towards heauen freſhly to ariſe + 

Out of theſe mountains, now conſumd to powder, 
In which the foule that ſerues to beare the lightning, 
Is now no moreſcenefiying, nor alighting, 
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Theſe heapes of ſtones, theſe o1d wals which yec ſee, 
Were firſt eockiires bur of faluage ſoyle; 
And theſe brane Palaces which maiſtred bee 
Of time, were ſhepheards cottages ſomewhile, 
Then tooke the ſhepheards Kingly ornament, 
And the ſtout hyndarmd his right hand with ſtcele: 
Eftſoones their rule of yeerely Preſidents 
Grew great, and fixe months greater agreatdeale; 
Which made perpetuall,;roſe to ſo greatmight, 
That thence th Imperiall Eagle rooting tooke, 
Till th'heauen itſelfe oppoſing gainſt her might, is 
& 
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Her powertoP x T x R $ ſuccelſorbetooke; 
Who Shepheard-like (as Fates the ſame foreſecing) 
Doth ſhe, that all things turneto their firſt becing. 
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All that is perfe&, which th'heauen beautifies ; 
All that's imperfe&, borne belowe the Moone ; 
All that doth feed our ſpirits and oureyes 3 
And all that doth conſume our pleaſures ſoone; 
All the mishap, the which our daies outweares, 
All the good hap of th'oldeſt times afore, 
Rome in the time of her great anceſters, 
LikeaPanDoR a, locked long in ſtore. 
But deſtinie this huge Chaosturmoyling, 
In which all good andeuill was encloſed, 
Their heauenly vertues from theſe woes affoyiing, 
Caricd to heauen, from ſinfull bondage loſed : 
Battheirgreart ſinnes, the cauſers of their painc, 
Vader theſe antique ruines yet remaine, 
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No otherwiſe then rainie cloud, firſt fed 

With earthly vapours gathered in the ayre, 

Eftſoones in compaſs archt, to ſteepe his hed, 

Doth plonge himſelfein T nn T r $ boſomefarre; 
And mounting vp againe, from whence he came, 

With his great belly (preds the dimmed world, 

Till atthelaſt difſoluing his moiſt frame, 

In raine, or ſnowe, or haile he forth is horlds 
This Citice, which was _ —_ heards ſhade, 

Vpriſing by degrees, grew to ſuch height, 

That Bee bf land and ſea her ſelfe ſhemade, 


At laſtnor able to beareſo tweiphr, 


Her power diſperſt, through all the world did yade : 


To ſhew thatall in th'endto nought ſhallfade. 
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TheſamewhichPYx nv s, and thepuiſſannce 
Of Africkcould not tame, that ſame braue Citie, 
Which with ſtout courage arms againſt miſchzunce, 
Suſtaind the ſhock of common enmirie; 
Long as herſhip toſt with ſo many freakes, 
Had Alihe world in armes againſt her bear, 
Was neuer ſcene, that any fortunes wreakes 
Could breake her courſe begunwith braue intent. 
But when the obic& ofher vertue failed, 
Her power itſelfe againſt it ſelfe did arme : 
As he thathauing long in tempeſt ſailed, 
Faine would ariue, but cannot for the ſtorme, 
If too greatwind againſtthe port him driuc, 
Doth inthe portit ſelfe his vellell riuc, 


23 
When that braue honour of the Latine name, 
Which mear'd ber rule with Africa and Byge, 


With Thames inhabitants of noble fame, 
And they which ſee the dawning day ariſe; 
Her nourſlings did with mutinous vprore 
Harten againſt her ſelfe, her conquer ſpoile, 
Which ſhe had wonne from all the world afore, 
Of all the world was ſpoyld within a while, 
So when the compaſt courſe of th'vniuerſe 
In fixe and thirtie thouſand yeares is runne, 
The bands of th'elements ſhall backe reuerſe 
To theirfirſt diſcord, and bequite vadonne : 
The ſeedes, of which all things at firſt were bred, 
Shall in great Chaos wombe againe be hid. 
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O warie wiſedome of the man, that would 
That Carthage towres from ſpoile ſhould be forborne! 
To th'end that his vitorious people ſhould 
With cankring leiſure notbe ouerworne; 
He well foreſawe,how thatthe Romane courage, 
Impaticnt of pleaſures faint deſires, 
Through idlenes would turne to ciuill rage, 
And be her ſelfe the matter of her fires. 
Forin a people giuen all tocaſe, 
Ambitionis engendredeaſfily ; 
As ina vicious body, profle diſeaſe 
Soone growes through humours ſuperfluitie. 
Thatcameto paſle, when ſwoine with plenties prideg 
Nor Prince, nor Peere, nor kin they would abide. 
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If the blind urie, which warres breedeth oft, 
Wonts not 'enrage the hearts of cquall beaſts, 
Whether they fare on foote, or flic aloft, 

Or armed be with clawes, or ſcalic creaſts ; 

What fell En x NN 18 with hot burning tongs, 
Did grype your hearts, with noyſomerage imbew'd, 
Thateachto other working cruell wrongs, 

Your blades in your own bowels you embrew'd 2 

Was this Oe Romanes)your hard deſtinic ? 
Orſome old linne, whoſe vnappeaſed guilt 
Powrd vengeance forth on you eternally ? 

Or brothers blood, the which at firſt was ſpilt 

Vpon your walles, thatGod mightnot endure, 

Vpoen the ſame to ſer foundation ſure? = 


453 


O that I had the Thracien Poets harpe, 
For to awake out of th'infernall ſhade 
ThoſeantiqueCax 8a 8, fleeping long in darke, 
The which this auncient Citic whilome made : 
OrthatI had Amp u10N 8s inſtrumiiht, 
To quicken with his vitall notes accord, 
The ſtonic ioynts of theſe old walls now rent, 
By which th' Auſonien light mightbereſtord : 
Orthat atleaſt T en, with penſill fine, 
Faſhion the pourtraifts of theſe Palacis, . 
7 
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By paterne of great VIR G1L s {pint dyune; 
I would aflay with that which in me is, 
To build with leucll of my loftie ſtile, 


That which no hands can cucrmore compile, 
26 


Who liſtthe Romane greatnes forth to figure, 
Him needeth not to ſeeke for viage n1ght 
Of line, or lead, or rule, or ſquare, to meaſure 
Her eng, her breadth, her deepnes, or her hight : 
But him behooues to view in compaſſc round 
All thatthe Ocean graſpes in his long armes; | 
Be it where th'ycerely ſtarre doth ſcorch the ground, 
Or wherecold Boks a s blowes his bitter ſtormes. 
Rome was thiwhole world, & all the world was Rome, 
Andif things nam'd their names doe equalize, 
Whenland and ſea ye name, then name ye Rome ; 
And naming Rome, ye land and {ea comprize : 
For th'auncient Plot of Rome, diſplaicd plaine, 
The map of all the wide world doth containe, 


oe od 
Thouthat at Rome aſtoniſht dooſt behold 


The antique pri:le, which mienaced the skie, 
Theſe haughtic heapes, theſe palaces of old, 
Theſe wals, thcle arks, thele baths, thete temples hie; 
ludge by thefe ample ruin*s view, the reſt 
The which 1m1atious time hath quite outworne, 
Since of all workmen heldin reckning beſt, 
Yettheſe old tragments are forp utternes borne? 
Thenalſo marke, how Rome from day to day, 
Do_—_ herdeeayed faſhion, _ - 
Renewes herſelfewith buildiogs rich and gay; 
That one would tudge,that the Romaine Demon 
Doth yet himſclfe with fatall hand enforce, 
Againe on foote to rearc herpouldred corle, + 
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Hee that hath ſcene a great Oake'dryand dead, 
Yerclad with reliques of ſome Trophees old, - 
Lifting to heaucn her aged hoarie head, - _.. >... + 
Whoſe foote on ground hath left but feeble hojd;z..: - 
Bur halfe disboweld lies aboue the ground, ..” /-.”; 


* 


- 


_- 


After th'lonick, Attick, Dorick ouiſc, 

Or Cormth, sk11d in curious wor ks to Sraue 3 
AiltharLY$S1pPÞy $practike arte could forme, 

APELLESWwit,or PHiID1as lus ${:l, 


Was wont this auncient Cirie to adorne, 


And heauen it felfe with her wide wonders fill, 
All that which Athens cucr broughttorth wiſe, 
All that which .4frich ever broughttorth ſtrange, 
All that which Aſe eucr had of prile, 
Was hers toſee, O meruailous great change ! 
Rome, lng, was the worlds {ole orna:2:ent, 
And dcad, 1s noi the worlds fole monuncnt, 
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Like as the ſeeded field oreene ografle firſt fhowes, 
Then from greene graſle into aſtaike doth {pring, 
And from a ſtalke into an eare forth grawes, 

Which e:re the truitfull graive doth thortly bring ; 

And as inſealon due the hushand mowes 
The waunng iocks of thole faire yellow heares, 
Which boun4 1n ſheaues, and layd in comly rowes, 
Vpon the naked fields in ſtackes hereares : 

So grew the Romane Empueby degree, 

Till : ha: Barbarian hands it quite 914] {piil, 
And left of it butthele old mares to lce, 
Ot which all paſſers by doctomewhat pill : 
As they which gleane, the rel;qucs vſe ro gather, 


Which th'husbandman behind hin chanit to tcater, 
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That ſame is now nought but a champain wide, 
Where all thts worlds pride once was fituate, 
No blame to thee, whoſoecucr ddoſt abi.'e 
By Nvle,vr Genge, or Tygre, or Eu phrate : 
Ne Sfockrhereot owltieis, nor Spayne, 
Nor the bold peopleby the Thami brinks, 


| . Northebragewarlike broode of Alemaine, 


Shewing her wreathed rootes, and naked armes, «= ,-- 


And on her trunke all rotten and vnſound, 
Onely ſupports herſelfe for meat of wormes; 
And though ſhe owe herfall tothe firſt wind, 

Yet of the deuout people is ador'd, : 

And many yong plantspring out of her rind :; 

Who ſuch an Oake hath ſeene, let him record 
That ſuch this Cities honour was of yore, 
And mongſt all Cities floriſhed much more. 
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All that which Egypt whilome did deuiſe, 


"nd «> 
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Nor the borne (ouldiour which Rhine runmng drinks : 
Thouonely cauſe, 6 C1w1ll furic art, 

Which ſowing in th' Aemathian fields thy ſpight, 

Didft arme thy hand againit thy proper hart; 


_ Toth'endrthat when thou waſt ww greatett hight 


; Togregtnels growne, through long proſperitic, 
"Thou then adowne mighr'ſt fall more hornbly, 
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Hope ye my verſe?that poſteritie 

Of age enſuing ſhall you cuerread ? 

Hope ye thateuerimmortalitie 

So meane H.rpes work may chalenge for her meed? 
If rnder heauen any endurance were, 

Theſe monuments, which not in paper writ, 

But in Porphyre and Marble doe appeare, 

Might well haue hop'tco haue obranned it, 


Nath'lefſe my Lute,whoPno xs v s deigndto giue, 


All rhatwhich Greece ghcir temples to embraue, - 
Ceaſe 
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Ceaſc notto ſound theſe old antiquities : That long haſt traucld by thy learned writs, 
For if that time doc let thy glory liue, Old Rome out of her aſhes toreuuue, 
Well maiſt thou boaſt, how cuer baſe thou be, And giue aſecond life to dead decayes : 
That thou art firſt, which of thy Nation ſong Needs muſt heall eternitic ſuruiuc, 
T h'oldc honour of the people gowned long. That can to other giuc cternall dayes. 


Thy dayes thercfore are endleſs, andthy praiſc 
Excelling all, that cucr went before: | 


P Envoy : And after thee, gins Barr a 5 hieto raiſe 
C BELL ar, firſt garland of free Poeſie His heauenly Muſe, th'Almightic to adore. 
That France brought forth, though tructull of brauc Liuec happy ſpirits, th'honour of your name, 
Well worthy thou of immorrtalinic, (wits, And till the world wuhncucr-dying fame. 
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and vertnous Ladle; the Lady 
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—<- 5 Olt braueand bountiful Lady, for ſo excel- 
=> SS Zu —_—— . 

<A Fa 3 cnt tauours as I haue recciucd ar your feet 

f, )} hands, to offer theſe fewe leaues as in recom- 


A pence, ſhould bee as ro offer flowers to the 
Q Gods for their diuine benefires. Therefore I 


{- you, a5 quite abandoned from my ſelfe, and 
4 INF abſolutely vowed ro yourſeruices : vvhich in 
[ASY VF ll right is ever held for full recompence of 
Ss debt or damage, to haue the perſon yeelded. 
My perſon I wot well how lictle worth it is. 

But the faithfull mind and humble zeale which I beare vnto your Ladiſhip, 
may perhaps be more of price, as may pleaſe you roaccount and vie the 
pooreſernice thereof; which taketh glory ro aduance your excellent parts 
and noble vertues, and toſpend ir{elfe in honouring you: nor ſo much for 
your great bountie ro my ſelfe, which yer may nor be vnminded , nor for 
name orkindred ſake by you vouchſafed, being allo regardablez as forthar 
honourable name, which ye haue by your braue deſerts purchaſt ro your 
ſelfe, and ſpredin rhe mouthes of all men: vvith which I haueallo pre- 
ſumed to grace my verſes, and vnder your Name, co commend ro the 
world this ſmall Pozme. The which beſeeching your Ladiſhip ro rake in 

worth, & of all things therein according to your wonted gracioulncs 
ro makea mildeconſtrution, Ihumbly 
pray for 77 r DOOR 
* 


Your La: ener humbly; 
Ed. Sp. 
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MVIOPOTMOS: 
OR 


The Fate of the Butterflie. 


Sing of deadly dolorous debate, | - 
Stirr'd vp through wrathfull N gME $18 deſpight, 
Betwixtrwo mighty ones of great eſtate, 
Drawne into armes, and proofe of mortall fight, 
Through proud ambition,and hart-lwelliog hate, 
Whilſt netther could the others greater mighr 
And ſ{deignfuliſcorne endure ; that from (mall tarre 
Theirwraths atlength broke into open watre, 


The roote whereof dd tragicall effe, | 
Vouchlafe, © thou the mournfullt Muſe of nine, 
That wont'ſtthe tragick ſtage fot ro direct, 

In funerall complaints and wailefull cine; 

Reueale to me, and all the meanes detet, _ 
Through whichſad Cx a & 1 o n didatlaſt decline 
To loweſt wretchednes; And is there then 

Such rancour in the harts of mightie men? 


Of all the race offiluer-winged Flies 

Which doe poſlcfſe the Empire ofthe ayre, 
Berwixtthe centred earth, and azure skies, 
Was none more fauourable, nor more faire, 
Whilſt heauen did fauour his feligities, : 
ThenC x ak roN,theeldeſtſonneand heire 
OfMvscarortt, and in hisfathers ſighe 
OFall aliue did feemic the faireſt wight, 


With fruitfull hope his aged breaſt he fed 

Of future good, which his young toward yeares, 
Full of braue courage and bold hardyhed 
Aboueth'enſample of his equall Peares, . 

Did largely promiſe, and to him fore-red, 
(Whilſt ofthis hart did melt in tenderteares) 
Thathe in time would fureprouc ſuch an one, 
As ſhould be worthy of his tathers throne, 


The freſh young Fly,in whom the kindly fire 
Ofluſtfull yourb began to kindle faſt, 

Did much diſdaineto ſubieCt his defire 

To lothſomeſloth, or houres in cafe to waſt, 
But ioy'd to range abroad in freſh attire; 
Through the wide compaſs of the ayrie coaſt, 
And with vawearied wings cach part tinquire 
Ofthe wide rule of his renowned fire, 


For he ſo ſwift and nimble was of flight, 

That from his lower tra hedar'd to ſtie _ 
Vp to the clowdes, and thence with pincons light, 
To mountaloft vnco the cryſtall skie, _ 

To view the workmanſhip of heauens hight : 
Whence downe deſcending he along would flic 
Vpon the ſtreaming rigers, ſport to find ; 

And oft would dare to temptthe troublous wind. 


So, on a Summers day,when ſeaſon milde 

With gentle calme the world had quieted, 

And high in heauen HYP xx 10N's fierie childe 
Aſcending,did his beames abroad difipred, 
Whilesall the heauens on lower creatures ſmilde 3 
YourgCLAK I oN withyauntfull luſtiched, 
Afeer his guiſe did caſt abroad to fare; 

And thereto gan his furnitures prepare. 


His breaſt-plate firit, that was of ſubſtance pure, 
Bctore his noble hart he firmely bound, 

T hat mought his life from iron death aſſyre, 

And ward his gentlecorps from cruell wound: 

For it by arte wasframed, to endure 

The bit of balefull ſtecle and bitter ſtownd, _ . .. 
Nolefle then that whichVy Lc an xs madetofhicld 
ACH1LL = 5 lifefrom fate of Troyan field, 


And then about his ſhoulders broad he threw 

An hairic hide of fome wilde beaſt, whom hee 

In ſaluage forreſt by aduenture flew, 

Andreft the ſpoyle his ornament to bee : 

Which ſpreading all his back with dreadfall view, 
Made all that him fo horrible did ſee, 

Thinke him A x c 1D E.$ with the Lyons skin, 
Whea the Nemean conqueſt he did win, 


Vpon his head his gliſtering Burganet, 
The which was n—_ b7 95, ugh deuiſey 
And curiouſly _— he did ſer: | 

The mctall was of rare andpaſling price z 

Not Bilbo ſteele, nor brafſe from Coriath fer, 

Nor coſtly Oricalchefrom ſtrange Phanice z | 
Bartſuch as could both ProzBv s arrowes watd, 
And th'bailing darts of heauca beating hard, 
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Thercin two deadly weapons fixt he bore, 
Strongly outlaunced towards either fide, 

Like two ſharpe ſpeares, his enemies to gore: 
Like as a warhke Brigandine, applyde 

To fight, layes forth her threatfull pikes afore, 
The engines which in them ſad death doe hyde: 
So did this flie ourt-ſtretch his fearefull hornes, 
Yetſo as him their terrour more adornes, 


Laſtly, his ſhinie wings as filuer bright, 
Painted with thouſand colours, paſling farre 
All Painters skill, he did about him dight: 
Not halfe ſo many ſundry colours arre | 

InI i s bowe, ne heauendoth ſhine ſo bright, 
Diſtinguiſhed with many a twinkling ſtare, 
NorTy N 0 s Bird in her eye-{potted traine 

So many goodly colours doth containe, 


Ne (may itbe withouten perill ſpoken) 

The Archer God,the ſonneofCyYTHEREE, 
Thatioyes on wretched louers to be wroken, 
And heaped ſpoiles of bleeding hartsto ſee, 
Beares in her wings ſo many a changefull roken, 
Ah my liege Lord, forgiue itvnto mce, 

If ought againſt thine honourT hauetold, 

Yet ſurethofe wings were fairer manifold. 


Full many a Lady faire, in Court full oft 
Bcholding them, him ſecretly enuide, 

And wiſhtthat two ſuch fannes, ſo filken ſoft, 
And golden faire, her Loue would her prouide, 
Or that when them the gorgeous Flic had doft, 
Some one that would with grace be gratifide, 
From him would ſteale them pnuily away, 
And bring to her (o precious apray, 


Reportis that dameVsNvs onaday, 

In ſpring when flowres doe clothe the fruitfull ground, 
Walking abroad with all her Nymphes to play, 

Bad her faire damzels flocking her around, 

To gather flowres, her forheadto array : 

Emonegſtthe reſta gentle Nymph was found, 
HightAsTx RY, cxcdlling all the crewe 

In curteous viage, and vnſtained hewe. 


Who hecivg nimblcr ioynted then the reſt, 
And more induſtrious, gathered more ſtore 
Ofthe fields honour, tban the others beſt ; 
Which they in ſecretharts enuying lore, - 
Told V-EN v s, when herasthe worthieſt 

She praifd, thatC v Þ 1 Þ (as they heard before) 
Did lend her ſecret ayde, in gathering 

Toto ber lap the childrenof the Spring. 


Whereof the Goddeffe gathering icalous fearc, 
Not yer vamindfull, how not long agoe 

Her ſonnetoP s ry c nx \ecretloue did beare, 
And long it cloſe conceald, till mickle woe 
Thereof arole, and many a rufull teare; 
Reaſon with ſudden rage didouergoe, 

And giuing haſtiecreditto tl/acculer, 

Was led away of thetn that did abuſe her. 


— Ta_— 


Eftſoones that Damzell by her heavenly might, 


 Sheeturn'd into a in, 7 Burrerflic, 


In the wide ayre to make her wandring flight ; 
And all thoſe lowres,with which fo plentiouſly 
Herlap ſhe filled had, that bred her ſpight, 

She placed in her wings, for memorie 

Of herpretended crime, though crime none were: 
Since which that flie them in her wings doth beare. 


Thus the freſh C L ar 1 oN beeing readie dight, 
Vnto his iourney did himfelfe addreſle, 

And with good {peed began totake his flight: 
Ouer the fields inhis franke luſtineſfe, 

And all the champaine o're he ſoared lighr, 

And all the countrey wide he did ole, 
Feeding vpon their pleaſures bountiouſlie, 

That none gainſaid, nor none did him enuic, 


The woods, the rivers, and the medowes greene, 
With his ayre-cutting wings he meaſured wide, 
Ne did he leaue the mountaines bare vnſcene, 
Nor the ranke graflic fennes delights vntride, 
But none of thele, how cucr {weet they beene, 
Mote pleaſc his fancie, norhim cauſe t'abide : 

His choicefull ſenſewith euery change doth flir, 
No common things may pleaſe a waucring wit. 


To the gay gardens his vnſtaid deſire 

Him wholly caried, to refreſh his ſprights: 
There lauiſh Nature in her beſt attire, 
Poures forth ſweet odors, & alluring ſights ; 
And Art wirh her contending, doth aſpire, 
T*excell the naturall, with made dceliohts: 
And all that faire or pleaſant may be any , 
In riotous exceſle doth there abound. 


There he arriuing, round aboutdoth flic, 
From bed to bed, from one to other border, 
And takes ſuruey with curious buſie eye, 

Of cueric flowre and herbe there ſetin order ; 
Now this, now that he taſteth tenderly, 

Yet none of them herudely doth diſorder, 
Ne with his feetetheir {i]ken leaues deface; 
But paſtures onthepleaſures of each place. 


And cuermore with moſt yarictie, 

And change of [weetnelle (for all change is ſiveet) 
Hecaſts his glutton ſenſe to fatisfie, | 
Now ſucking of the ſap of herbes moſt mect, 

Or of the deaw, which yet on them does lie, 
Now inthe ſame bathing his tender feete : 
Andthen hepearcheth on ſome branch thereby, 
To weather him, and his moiſt wings to dry. 


And then againe he turnethto his play, 

To ſpoylethe pleaſures of that Paradiſe : 

The wholſome Salpe, and Lavender ſtill gray, 

Ranke ſmelling Rue, andCummin goodfor eyes, 

TheRoſes raigning in the pride of May, 

Sharpe Iſope, good for greene wounds remedies, 

Faire Marigolds, and Bees alluring Thime, 

Sweet Martoram, and Dayties decking prime, EP 
Ogic 
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Coole Violets, and Orpine growing ſtill, | 
Embathed Balme, and cheertull Galingale, ...; 
Freſh Coſtmaric, and breathfull Tamomill, 
Dull Poppy, and drink-quicknivg Setuale, 
Veine-healing Veruen, and head-purging Dill, . 
Sound Sauorie, ad Bazill ard ins 

Fat Colworts, and comforting Pericline, 

Cold Lettuce, and refreſhing Roſmarine, 


And whatſo elſe of vertne good or ill 

Grewe inthis Garden, fetcht from farre away, 
Ofecueric onic he takes, and taſtes at will, 

And on their pleaſures greedily doth pray. 
Then when he bath both plaid ,and fed his fill, 
In the warme Sunne he doth himſelfe embay, 
And there him reſts in riotous ſuffſaunce 

Ot all his gladfulneſs, and kingly ioyaunce. 


What more fe/icitie can fall to creature, 

Then to enioy delight with hiberty, 

And to be Lord of all the works of Nature, 
Toraine inth'aire from carth to higheſt sky, 

To feed onflowres, and weeds of g:orious feature, 
To take what euer thing doth plealc the eye ? 
Whorecſts noepleaſed with fuck happineſs, 

Well worthy be to taſte of wretchedneſs, 


But what on carth can long abide in ſtate? 

Or who can bim affure of happy day : 

Sith morning faire may bring foulc.cucning late, 
And leaſt mishap the moſt bliffe alter may ? 

For thouſand perills lie in cloſe awaite 

About vs dailie, to worke wore / 

That none, except a God, or God him guide, 
May them auoyde, or remedy prouide. 


And whatſo heauens in their ſecret doome 
Ordained hauc, how can fraile fleſhly wight 
Fore-caſt, butit muſt needs to iſſue come? 
The ſea, the ayre; the fire, the day, the night, 
And th*armies of their creatures all and ſome 
Doe ſerueto them, and with importune might 
Warre againſt vs the vaſſals of theirwill. 

Who then can faue, what they diſpoſe to ſpill 2 


Notthou, 6 Cx AR 210 N, though faireſt thou 

Of all thy kinde, ynhappy happy Flie, 

Whole cruel fate is wouen cuen now 

Of Iov x s owne hand, to worke thy miſerie: 

Ne may thee helpethe many hartie vow, 

Which thy olde Sirewith ſacred pietie 
Hath powred forth for thee, and th'altars ſprent: 
Nought may thee {aue from heauens aucngement. 


It fortuned (as heauens had behight) 

That in this garden, where yong CLARION 
Was wont to ſolace him, a wicked wight 

The foc of faire things, th'author of confuſion, 
The ſhameof Naturegthe bondſ{hue of ſpight, 
Hadlately built kis hatefull manſion, 
And lurking clofely; in awaite now lay, 

How he mughr any jn his trap betray. 


But when he ſpidethe joyous Butterflic 
In this faire plot diſplacing to and fro, 
Fearelefle of foes and hidden icopardie, 

Lord how he gan for to beſtirre him tho, 
Andto his wicked worke cach part apply ! 

His hart did yerne againſt his hated toe, 

And bowels fo with rankling poyſon ſweld, 
Thatſcarce the skinthe ſtrong contagion held, 


Thecauſe why he this Flic ſo maliced, 

Was (as in ſtories it is written found) 

For that his mother which him bore and bred, 
The moft fine-fingred workwoman on ground, 
ARACHNE,by his meanes was vanquifhed 

Of PALLas,andio her owne skall confound, 
When ſhe with her for excellence contended, 

That wrought her ſhame, and forrow neucrended, 


For the Tritonian Goddeſle hauing hard 

Her blazed fame, which all th= world had fild, 
Came downe to proue the truth, and due reward 
For her praife-worthy workmanſhip to yield: 

Bur thepreſumptuous Damzell raſhly dar'd 

The Goddeſle ſelfe to chalenge to the field, 

And to compare with her in curious skill 

Of workes with loome, with ncedle, and with quill, 


Minznxy Adid the challenge not refuſe, 
But deign'd with her the paragon to make : 

So to their worke they fit, apd each doth chuſe 
What ſtorie ſhe will for ber tapettake, 
ARacnns figurdhowTov x did aboſe 
EvRoP alikea Bull, and on his back 

Her throtgh the Sea did beare; ſo lively ſcene, 
That it true Sea, and true Bull ye would weene, 


Sheeſeem'd ſtill backe vnto the land to looke, 
And her play-fellowes aydeto call, and feare 
The daſhivg of the waues, that vp ſhe tooke 
Herdaintie feet, and garments gathered neare : 
Burt {Lord) how ſhe incucry member ſhooke, 
When as the land ſhe faw no more appearc, 
But a wilde wilderneſs of waters deepe : 

Then gan ſhegreatly to lamentand weepe, 


Before the Bull ſhe piQtur'd winged Loue, 
With his young brother Sport, light fluttcring 
Vpon the waues, as cach had been 2 Doue; 


+ Theonehis boweand ſhafts, the other ſpring 


A burning Teade about his head did moue, 

As intheir Sires new loue both triumphing : 

And many Nymphes about them flocking round, 
And many Tritons, which their hornes didſound. 


And round about, her worke ſhe did empale . 
With a faire border wrought of ſundry flowres, 
Enwouen with an Tujc-winding trayle : 

A goodly worke, full fit for Kingly bowres, 

Such as Dame PATIL a $,ſfuch as Enuie pale, 

Thar all good things with yenemous tooth denoures, 
Could not accuſe. Then gan the Goddeſle bright 
Her ſelfe likewiſe ypro her work to dight, 
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Shemade the ſtorie ofthe old debate, _ I& 
Which ſhe with Neve TvNE did for Athens try; 
Twelue Gods doc fit around in royall ſtate, ; 
Andloy Ez in midſt with awfull Maieſtic, 
Toiudgethe ftrife between them ſtirred late: | 
Each of the Gods by his like viſnomie GP 
Eatheto be knowne; but o y x aboue them all, . 
By his great lookes and power Imperial, 


Beforethem ſtands the God of Seas in place, 
Clayming that fea-coaſt Cutie as hisr) got 5 
And ftrikes the rocks with his three-fForked mace; 
Whenceforth ifſucs a warlike ſtced in fight, 

The figneby which he challengeth the placez _ 
That all the Gods, which ſaw his wondrous might, 
Did ſurely deeme the viQtoric his due : 

But ſcldome ſcene, forciudgement prooucth true. 


Then to herſelfe ſhe gives her Aegide ſhield, 
And ſtcel-head ſpeare, and morioa on her hedd, 
Such as ſhe oft is ſeene in warlike field : 

Then fers ſhe forth, how with her weapon dredd 
Shee ſmote the ground, the which ſtre;ght forth did 
A fruitfull Olyue tree, with berries ſpredd, (yield 
Thar all the Gods admir'd ; then all the ſtorie 

Shee compaſt with a wreathe of Olyues hoaric. 


Emongſt thoſe leaues ſhe made a Butterflic * 

With excellent deuice and wondrous flight, 
Fluttring among the Olives wintonly, 

That ſeem'd to liue,ſo like it was in fight: 

The yeluct oap which on his wings doth lie, 
The filken doune with which his FO is dight, . 
His broad 9utſtretched hotnes, his ayrie thies, _ 
His glorious colours, and his gliſteriog eyes, 


Which when AR a C yNe aw, as overlaid, 

And maſtered with workmanſhip ſo rare, 

She ſtood aſtonicd long, ne ought gaineſaid, 

And with faſt fixedeyes on her di4 ſtare, 

 Andby her ſilence, figne of one diſmaid, 
The viQorie did yeeld her as her ſhare : 

Yet did ſhe ioly fret, and felly burne, 

And all herbloud to poyſonous rancor turne. 


That ſhortly from the ſhape of womanbed, 

Such as ſhe was when PALL As ſhe attempted, 
She grew to hideous ſhape of dryrihed, 

Pincd with griefe of folly late repented : 

Eftſoones her white ſtreight legges were altered 
To crooked crawling ſhanks of marrowe cmpted, 
And her fuire face to foule and Joathlome hewe, 
And her fine corpes to a bag of venim grewe, 


\- This curſed creature, mindfull of that olde 
Eofeſted grudge, the which his mother felt, 
So ſooneasCLAanion hedid behold, 

His hart with vengefull malice ioly (welt ; 
And weauing ſtraight a net with manie a fold 
About the caue, in which he lurking dweir, 
With fine ſmall cords abourit ſtretched wide, 


So finely ſponne, thay (carce they could be fpide, 


Not any damzell, which heryaunteth moſt 
in skilfull knittiog of ſoft ſilken twine ; 

Nor any weauer, which his worke doth boaſt 
Tn diaper, in damaske, or in lyne; 

Nor any skild in workmanſhip emboſlt ; 

Nor any skild in loupes of fingring fine, ' 
Might in their divers cuoning cuer dare, 
With this ſo curious net-worke to compare. 


Ne doelT thinke, thatthatſameſubtile gin, 

The which the Lemnian God framdecraftily, 

M a & $ fleeping with his wife to compaſſe in, 

That all the Gods with common mockeric 

Might laugh at them, and ſcorne their ſhamefull fin, 
Was like to this. This ſame hedid apply, 

For to entrap the careleſſe CLARK 1oN, 

That rang'd each where without ſuſpicion. 


Suſpicion of friend, nor feare of foe, 

T hat hazarded his health, had heat all, 
But walkt at will, and wandred to and fro, 
Inthe pride of his freedome principall: 
Litle wiſt he his fatall future woe, 

But was ſecure, the likerheto fall, 
Helikeſt is to fall into miſchaunce, 

Thar is regardleſs of his gouernaunce, 


YetſtilſFAR A GNO LL (ſo his foe was hight) 
Lay lurking couertly him to ſurpriſe, 

And all his gins that him entangle might, 
Dreſt in good order as he could deuile, 
Artlength, the tooltſh Flic without forefighy, 
As hethat vid all dahger quite deſpiſe, 
Toward thoſe parts nc ing careleſly, 
Where hidden was bitficdfcormy. h 


Who ſeeing him, with ſecrete ioy therefore 
Did tickle 3nwardly in cuerie vaine, 

And his falſe hart fraught with all treaſons ſtore, 
Was fill'd with hope,his purpoſe to obtaine: 
Himlclfe he cloſe vpgathered moreand. more 
Into his den, that his deceitfull traige ', © 

By his there becing might not be bewraid, 

Ne any noyſe, ne any motion made. 


Like as a wily Foxe, that hauing ſpide, 

Where on a lunny banke the Lambes doeplay, 
Full cloſely creeping by the hinder fide, 

Lyes in ambuſhment of his hoped pray, 

Ne ſtirreth limbe, till ſeeing readie tide, 

He ruſheth forth, and ſnatcheth quite away 
One of the little yooglings vnawares ;: 

Soto his worke AR a @No LL him prepares, 


Who now ſhall giue ynto my heauiceyes 

A well of teares, thatall may ouerflow ? 

Or where ſhall I find lamentable cryes, 

And mournfull tunes enough my pgriefe to ſhow? 
Helpe 6 thou Tragick Mule, me to deuiſe 
Notes ſad enough, Yexpreſiethis bitter throw: 
For loe, the drerie ftownd is now arriued, 


That of all happineſs hath ys depriued. 
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The luckleſs C x a & 1 ON, whether crucll Fate, In Lyme ſnares the ſubtill loupes among ; 
Or wicked Fortune faultleſs him miſled, © Thatinthe ende he breathelefle did remaine, 
Ofſomevngracious blaſt out of the gate | And all his youthly forces idly ſpent, 
Or AzoO LE s raine perforce him drouec on hed, Him to the mercy of th'auenger lent. 
Was ( O ad hap and hourevnfortunate) | 
With violent ſwift flightforth caried Which when the grieſly tyrant did cſpy, 
Into the curſed cobweb, which his foe Like a grimme Lyon ruſhing with fierce might 
Had framed for his finall onerthroe. Out of his den, heleizcd greedily 

On the reſiſtle!s prey, and with fell ſpight, 
Therethe fond Flie entangled, ſtrugled long, Vnder theleft wing ſtrooke his weapon lic 
Himſelfe to free thereour ; but all in vaine. Into his hart, that his deepe groning ſpright 
For ſtriving more, themorein laces ſtrong In bloody ſtreames forth fled into the aire, 
Hirmſelfe he tide, and wrapt his winges twaine His bodie left the [peCtacle of care, 
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VANETEFEE 
(22 


I 
| Ne day, whiles that my daily cares did ſleepe, 
My fpirit, ſhaking ofther carthly priſon, 
Beganto enter into meditation deepe 
Of things exceeding reach of common reafon ; 
Such as this age, in which all good is geaſon, 
And all that humble is and meane debaced, 
Hath brought forth in her laſt declining ſcafon, 
Griefe of good minds, toſce goodnelle diſgraced. 
On which when as my thought was throughly placed, 
Vaoto my eyes ſtrange ſhowes preſented were, 
Picturing that, which T in mind embraced, 
Thar yet thoſe fights empaſſion me full nere. 
Such as they were (faire Lady) take in worth, 
Thatwhen time erues, may bring things better forth, 


2 
In Summers day, when PHoEBy 3s fairely ſhone, 
T faw a Bull as white as driucn ſnowe, 
With gilden bornes embowedlike the, Moone, 
In afreſh flowring meadow lying lowe : 
Vp tohis cares the verdant grafſe did growe, 
And the gay flowres did offer to be caten ; 
But he with fitneſs ſo did ouer-flowe 
Thathe all wallowed in the weedes downe beaten, 
Ne car'd with them his daintie lips to [weeten: 
T1ll that a Brize, a ſcorned little creature, 
Through his faire hide his angry ſting did threaten, 
And vext fo fore, that all bis goodly feature, 
And all his plentious paſture nought him pleaſed: 
So by the ſmall, the greatis oft diſeaſed. 


co 3 ; 
Befidethe frunfull ſhore of muddy Nile, 
Vpon a ſunnie banke outſtretched lay 


In monſtrous levgth, a mightie Crocodile, 

That cramd with owiltleſs blood, and greedy pray 
Of wretched people trauailing that way, 

Thought ll things lefle then his diſdainfull pride, 

I ſaw a little Bird,call'd Tedula, 

The leaſt of thouſands which on earth abide, 
That forſt this hideous beaſt to open wide 

The grieſly gates of his deuouring hell, 

And let him feede, as Nature Jorh prouide, 

Vpon his iawes, that with blacke yenime ſwell. 
Why then ſhould greateſt things the leaſt diſdaine, 
Sith that ſo ſmall ſo mightie can conſtraine ? 


Thekingly Bird, that *: a Iovss thunder-clap, 
One day did {corne the ſimple Scarabee, 
Proud of his higheſt ſeruice, and good hap, 
That made all other Fowles his thralls to bee : 
The filly Flie, that no redrefle did ſee, 
Spide wherethe Eagle built his towring neſt, 
And kindling fire within the hollow tree, 
Burnt vp his young ones, and himſelfe diſtreſt; 
Ne ſuffred himin anyplacetoreſt, 
But droueinToy s s owne lap his egs to lay; 
Where gathering alſo filth him to inteſt, 
Forſt with the filth his egs to fling away : 
For which whenas the Fowle was wroth, faidIov ws, 
Lo how theleaſt the greateſt may reproue. 


Toward the Sea turning my troublcd eye, 
I ſaw the fiſh (if fiſh T may ir cleepe) 
That makesthe ſea before his face to flie, 
) with his flaggy finnes doth ſeeme to ſweepe _ 
c 
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The fomie waues out of the dreadfull deep, 
The huge Leuiathan, dame Natures wonder, 
Making his ſport, that many makes to weepe: 
A fword-fiſh ſmall him from the reſt did ſunder, 
Thar in his throat him prickirg ſoftly vnder, 
His wide Abyſle him forced forth to ſpewe, 
Thatall the ſca did roare like heauens thunder, 
Andall the waues were ſtain'd with filthy hewe. 
Heereby I learned haue, notto deſpiſe, - - 
What-cuer thing ſecimes ſmall in common eyes. 


6 


An hideous Dragon, dreadfull to behold, 
Whoſe backe was arm'd againſt che dint of ſpeare, 
With ſhields of Brafſe, that ſhone like burniſht gold, 
And forkhed ſting, that death in it did beare, 

Stroue with a Spider,his vnequall peare: 

And bad defianceto his enemic. 
Theſubtill vermin creeping cloſely neare, 
Did in his drinke ſhed poyſonpriwſie 3 =» 

Which through his cotrailes ſpreading diuerſly, 
Madc him to ſwell, that nigh his bowels burſt, 
And himenforſtroyeeld thevicoric, 

That did ſo much in his owne greatnel: truſt, 
O how greatvaineneflc is it then to ſcorne 


Theweake,that haththe ſtropg ſo oftforlorne: 


| Fg 


High on a hill a goodly Cedar grewe, 
Ot wondzous length, and ſtraight proportion, 
That farre abroad her daintic odours threwe, 
Moneſtall the daughters of proud Libanon, 
Her match in beautic was notany one, 
Shortly, within her inmoſt pith there bred 
A little wicked worme, perceiu'd of none, 
That on her ſap and vitall moyſture fed : 
Thenceforth her garlandſo much honoured 
Began to die, (6 greatruth fortheſame) 
And herfaire locks fell from her loftic head, 
That ſhortly bald, and bared ſhe became. 
I, which this fight beheld, was much diſmay'd; 
To ſee fo goodly thing fo loone decay'd. 


8 


Soone after this, I ſaw an Elephanr, 
Adorn'd with bells and boſles gorgeouſly, 
That on his backe did beare (as batteiJant) 
A gilden towre, which ſhone exceedingly ; 
That he himlelfethrough fooliſh vanitic, 
Both for his rich attire and goodly forme, 
Was puffed vp with paſliog furquedry, 
And ſhortly gan all other beaſts to ſcorne, 
Till rhata little Ant, a filly worme, 
Tnto his noſthr1]ls creeping, ſo him pained, | 
That caſting downe his towres, be did deforme 


Both borrowed pride, and gativebeautic tained; V 


Let therefore noughtthat great is therein glo!1 
Sith ſo {mall thing his happineſs may ns. oj 


9 


Looking farre forth into the Ocean wide, 
A goodly ſhip with banners brauely dight, 
And flagge in hertop-gallantI efpide, 
Through the maine ſer making her merry flight: 
Faire blew the wind into herboſome right; 
And th'ncauens looked louely all the while, 
T hat ſhe did ſeemeto daunce, as in deligbt, 
And at her ownefelicitie did (mile. 
All ſuddainly there clouc vnto her keele 
Alirtle fiſh, that men call Remora; 
Which ſtopt her courſe, aid held her by the heele, 
That winde nortide could mone her thence away. 
Strange thing meſeemeth, thatſo ſmall athing 
Should able be ſo greatan one to wring, 


IO 


A _ Lyon, Lord of all the wood, 
Hauing his hunger throughly ſatisfide, 
With pray of beaſts, and ſpoile of liuing blood, 
Safe in his dreadlcſs den him thought to hide: 

His ſternneſſe was his praiſe, his ſtrength his pride, 
Anduall his glory in his cruellclawes. 
I ſawa Waſlpe, that fiercely him defide, 
And bad him bartraile euen to his iawes; 

Sorc he him ſtung, thatit the bloodforth drawes, 

And his proud hart 1s fild with fretting ire: 
In vaine be threAts his teeth; his rayle,his pawes ; 
Andfrom his bloody eyes doth ſparkle fire ; 

Thar dead himſclfe he wiſheth for deſpight. 

So weakeſt may annoy the moſt of might. 


II 


What'time theRomane Empire borethe raine 
Of all the world, and floriſht moſt in might, 
The Nations gan their ſoueraigntie diſdaine, 
And caſtto quitthem from their bondage quight : 


_ Sowhenall ſhrouded were in filent nigh, 
The Gealles were, by corrupting of a —_ 
Poſleſt nigh of the Capitoll through Mlight, 
Had not a Gooſcthe treachery NEE 
If then a Gooſe, great Remefrom ruine ſtayd, 

AndIo v & himſeltc, the Patron of the place, 
Preſeru'd from beeing to his foes betrayd, 
Why doe yaine men meancthings ſo much deface, 

And in their might repoſe their moſt aſſurance, 


ad 


Sith nought on earth can chalenge long endurance? 


Iz 


When theſe ſad fights were _——_—_ and gone, 
My fpright was greatly moouediin her reſt, 
With inward ruth and deare afteRion, 


To 


The Viſions of Bellay. 


Tofeclo greatthings by fo ſmall diftreſt. 
Thencctorth IT gan in my engricued breſt 
To ſcorne all difference of great andimall, 
Sith that the greateſt ofren are oppreſt, 
And vnawares doc into danger fall. 
And ye, that read theſe ruines tragicall 


<—— chons 


Learne by theirlofle to louc the lowe degrees, 
And if that fortune chaunce you vp to call | 
To honours ſear, forget nat what you bee : 
For he thatof himſelfe is moſt ſecure, 
Shall finde his ſtate moſt fickle and vnlure. 
FINIS. 
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T was the time, when reſt ſoft liding downe 
From heauens hight into mens heauic eyes, 
In the forgetfulneſle of fleepe doth drowne 
The carcfull thoughts of mortall miſcries : 
Then did a Ghoſt before mine cyes appeare, 
Oa that great riuers banke, that runnes by Rome, 
Which calling me by name, bad me to reare 


My lookes to heauen, whence all good gifts doe come; 
And am__G Loenow behold (quoth hee) 


What ynderthis great temple placed is : 
Loe,all is nought bur flying vanitee. 
SoI that know this worlds inconftancies, 
Sith onely God ſurmounts all times decay, 
In God alone my confidence doth ſtay, 
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On high hills top I ſaw a ſtately frame, 
An bundred cubits high by iuſt aflize, 
With hundreth pillours fronting faire theſame, 
All wrought with Diamond after Dorick wize : 
Nor brick, nor marble was the wall inview, 
But ſhining cryſtal, which from top to baſe 
Out of her wombe a thouſand rayons threw, 
One hundred ſteps of Afrike gold's enchaſe, 
Golde was the Parger, and the {ecling bright 
Did ſhine all ſcaly with orcat plates of gold; 
The floore of Taſp and Emecraude was dight. 


An earthquake ſhookegþc hill from loweſt ſeat, 
And ouerthrew this framewyrh ruine greac, 


_ 
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Then did a ſharped ſpyre of Diamond bright, 
Ten feet each way in {quare, appcare to mee, 
Tuſtly proportion'd yp vnto his hight, 

Sofarre as Archer mught his leue] [ce ; 

The top thereof a pot did feeme to beare, 
Made of the metall which we all doe kanour, 
And in this goldenveſlell couched weare 
The aſhes of a mightic Emperour. 

Vpon foure corners of the bale were pight, 
To bearethe frame, foure Lyons preat of gold ; 
A worthy tombe forſuch a worthy wight. 

Alas! this world doth nought but grieuance hol 

I ſaw a tempeſt from the heauen delcend, 

Which this bruue monumeat with flaſh did rend, 


", 
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I ſawrayſde vp on Tuorie pillowes tall, 
Whoſe baſes were of richeſt merulls waike, 
The chapters Alablaſter, rhe fryſes cryſtall, 
The double front of 2 triumphall lake : 

On each fide purtraid was a ViCtorie, 
Clad like a Nimph, that wings of filuer weares, 
Andio triumphant chayre was ſer on hie, 


O worlds yainenciſe! Whiles thus I did behold, The auncignt glory of the Romauc Pearcs. 
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No worke itſecm'd of earthly crafiſmans wit, 
But rather wroughtby his owac induſtry, 

T hat thunder-darts Br Ioy & his lire doth fir, 
Let me no more ſec faire thing vader sky, 

Sith that mine cycs haue ſecne {0 fairea fighe 


With ſuddaine fall to duſt conſumed quighr, 


) 


Then was thefaire Dodonian treefarre ſcene, 
Vponſc.uen hills to ſpread his gladſome gleame, 
And Conquerours bedecked with his grecac, 
Along the banks of the Auſonian (treame : 

. There many anauncient T rophee was addreſt, 
And many a ſpoyle, and many a goodly ſhow, 

Which that braue races greatnes did atteſt, 

That whilome from the Troyan bloud did flow. 

Rawſhr I was ſo rare a thing to view, 

When lo, a barbarous troupe of clowniſh fone 
The honour of thele noble boughs downe threw» 
Vander the wedge I heard the tronketo grone; 

And fince I ſaw the roote in great difgaine 

A twinne of forked trees ſend forth againc, 
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Ifaw a Wolfe vnder a rockie caue 
Nurſing two whelps ; I faw her little ones 
In wanton dalliance the teate to craue, 
While ſhe her neck wreath'd from them for thenones: 
I ſaw her range abroadro ſeekeher food, 
And roming through the field with greedy rage 
T'embrew her teeth & clawes with lukewarme bloud 
Of the ſmall heards, her thirſt for to alſwage. 
I ſaw a thouſand huntſmen, which deſcended 
\ Downefromthe mountaines bordring Lombardie, 
That with an hundred ſpeares her flanke widerended. 
I {aw her on the Plaine outſtretched he, 
Throwing out thouſand throbs in her owne ſoyle: 
Soone on a tree vphangd Iſaw her ſpoyle. 


I ſaw the Bird that can the Sun endure, 
With feeble wings afſay to mount on hight, 
By inoreand more ſhe gan her wings tafſure, 
Followiog th'enſample of her mothers fight: 

I ſaw herriſe, and with alargerflight 
To pierce the cloudes, and with wide pinncons 
To mealurethe moſt haughty mountaines hight, 
Vaull ſhe raught the Gods owne manſions: 

There was ſhe loſt, when ſuddaine I beheld, 
Where tumbling through the ayre in firie fold; 
Allflaming downe ſhe on the Plaine was feld, 
And ſoone her bodieturn'd toaſhes cold. 

T ſawthe fowle that doth the light deſpiſe, 

Out of her duſt like to a worme ariſe. 
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I ſaw ariuer ſwift, whoſe fomie billowes 


| Did waſh the ground-worke of an old ggcatwall; 


I ſaw it couer'd all with griſly ſhad@wes, 
That with black hotror did the ayre appall: 

T hereout a ſtrange beaſt with leauen heads aroſe, 
That townes and caſtics vnder her breit did coure 
And ſeem'd both inilder beaſts and fiercer foes s 
Alike with <quall rauine to deuoure, 

Much was I mazde, to fee this monſters kind 

Tn hundred formes to, change his fearefull hew, 
When as atlength I ſaw the wrathtull wind, 


- Which blows cold ſtorms, burit out of Scithian mew, 


T hat ſperſt theſe clowdes, and info ſhortas thought, 
This dreadfull ſhape was vaniſhed ronought. 
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Then all aftonjed with this mightie ohoaſt, 
An hideous body big and ſtrong I ſawe, 
With ſide-long beard, and locks down hangiog loaſt, 
Sterne face, and front full of Saturn-like awe ; 

Who leaning on the belly of a por, 
Pourd forth a water, whoſe out-guſhing flood 
Ran bathing all the creakie ſhore 3flot, 
Whercon the Troyan Prince ſpilt Ty rxNyv s blood; 

Andat his feete a bitch-wolfe ſucke did yicld 
To two young babes: his left, the Palme-tree ſtout, 
His righthand did the peacefull Oluwe wield, 
And head with Laurell garniſht was about. 

Sudden both Palme and Oliuc fell away, 

Aad fairegreenc Laurell branch did quite decay. 


IO 


Hard by a rivers {idea virgin faire, 

Folding herarmesto heauen with thouſand throbs, 

And outraging her checkes and golden hair, 

To falling riuers ſound thus tun'd herſobs. 
Where is (quoth ſhe) this whilome honored face? 

Wherethe great glory and the ancient praiſc, 

In which all worlds felicitie had place, 

When Gods and men my honour vp did raiſe? 
Suffs'd it not that ciuill warres me made 

The whole worlds ſpoyle, but that this Hydranew, 

Ofhundeed Her cvrixs tobeaſlaid, 

With ſcauen heads, budding monſtrous crimes ancw, 
So many NzRotS and CALIGVLAES 
Our of theſ@crooked ſhores muſt daily raiſe? 


II 


+ Vpon an hill a bright flameT did ſee, 
Wauing aloft with triple point to 5kie, 
Which like incenſe of precious Cedar tree, 
With balmie odours fill'd th'ayre farre and nie, 
A Bird all white, well feather'd on cach wi 
Hereout vp tothe throne of Gods did flie, 
And all the way moſtpleaſant notes did fiog, 
Whilſt in the ſmoake ſhe vnto heauen did ſhe, 
Ofthis faire fire the ſcattered rayes forth threw 
Oa cucric fidea thouſand ſhinipg beames : 
| When 
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When ſudden dropping of a filuer dew 


(O grieuous chance) gan quench thoſe precious flames ; 


That it which earſt ſo pleaſant ſent did yeld, 
Of nothing now but noyous ſulphure ſmeld. 
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I ſaw a ſpring out of arocke forth rayle, 
As cleareas Cryſtall gainſt the Sunny beames, 
The bottome yellow, like the golden grayle 
ThatbrightP a c T oL y s waſheth with his ſtreames 
It ſeem'd that Artand Nature had aſſembled 
All pleaſures there, for which mans hart could long 
And there a noyſealluring ſleepe ſoft trembled, 
Of many accords more [weet then Mermaids ſong ; 
The ſeates and benches ſhone of Iuorie, 
And hundred Nymphes fate fide by ſide about; 
When from nigh kills with hideous out-cry, 
- Atroupe of Satyres 1n the place did rour, 
Which with their villaine feet the ſtreamedid ray, 
Threw downe the ſeats, and droue the Ny wphs away. 
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Much richer then that veſſell ſeem'dto bee, 
Which did to that (ad Florentine appeare, 
Caſting mine cyes farre off, I chaunſt to ſee, 
Vpon the Latine Coaſt herlelfe to reare : 

But ſuddenly aroſe a tempeſt great, 

Bearing cloſe cnuie to theſe riches rare, 
Which gan aſſailethis ſhip with dreadfull threat, 
This ſhip, to which none other might compare. 

And finally the ſtorme impetuous 
Sunke vp thele riches, ſecond vnto none, 
Within the gulfe of greedy Nerewe. 

1 ſaw both ſhip and marinerscach one, 


F1.NES. 


Andall that treaſure drowned inthe maine: 
ButTI the ſhip ſaw after raiſd againe, 
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| Long hauing deeply gron'd theſe viſions ſad, 
I faw a Cittic hike vnto thatſame, 
Which ſaw the meſſenger of tydings glad ; 
But that on ſand was built the goodly frame : 

It ſeem'd her top the firmament did raiſe, 
And no lefſe rich then faire, right worthie ſure 
(If ought heere worthy) of immorrall dayes, 
Or if ought vader heauen might firme endure, 

Much wondredT to (ce fo faire a wall : 

When from the Northerne coaſt a ſtorme aroſe, 
Which breathing furicfrom his inward gall 
On all, which did againſt his courſe oppoſe, 
Tnto a clowde of duſt ſperſtinthe aire 
The weake foundations of this Cittiefaire. 
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At length,cuen atthe time, when Morrentys 
Moft trulie doth vnto our eyes appeare, 

Wearie to ſee the heauens ſtill wauering thus, 
Iſaw TYPHAE y 5s fiſter comming nearez 

Whoſe head full brauely with a morion hidd, 
Did ſeeme to match the Gods in Maieſtie. 

She by a rivers banke that (wift downe flidd, 
Ouer all the world did raiſe a Trophee hie ; 

An hundred vanquiſht Kings vnder herlay, 
With armes bound at their backs in ſhametull wiſe ; 
Whilſt I thus mazed was with great aftray, 

I ſaw the heauens in warre againſt herriſc: 
Then downe ſhe ftriken fell with clap of thonder, 
That with great noyſeI wakte in ſudden wonder. 
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OF PETRARCH, 


Formerhe tranſlated. 


T 
LY Eing one day at my window all alone, 
So many ſtravge things happened me to ſee, 
As much it grieueth me to thinkethereon, 
Ar my right hand a Hynde appear'd to mee, 
So taire as mote the greateſt God delite z 
Two eager dogs did her pnt{ue 1n chace, 
Of which the one was black, the other white : 
With deadly force ſo in thcircruellrace 
They pincht the haunches of that gentle beaſt, 
T hat at the laſt, arid in ſhorttime I ſpide, 
Vader a Rocke where ſhe alas oppreit; 
Fellto the ground, and there vntmely dide, 
Crucll death yaciquifhing ſo noble beautie, 
Of makes me walleſo hard a deſtinie, 


Z 
After at Sea atall ſhip did appeare, 
Made all of Heben and white Iuorie, 
The ſailes of gold, of filke the.tackle were, 
Milde was the winde, calmeſeem'd the ſea to be, 
The skieeach where did ſhow full brightand faire; 
With rich treaſares this gay ſhip fraightedwas : 
But ludden ſtorme did {o turmoyle theayre, 
And tumbled vp the ſca, that ſhe (alas: } 
Strake on a Rock, thatvnder water lay, 
And periſhed paſt all recouenie, | 
O how greatruth and ſorrowfull aſſay, 
Doth vexe my ſpirit with perplexitie, 
Thus in a momenttoſce loſt and drown'd 
So greatriches, as like cannot be found. 


| Theheauenly branches did I ſeeariſe 
Out of the freſh and luſtie Laurell tree, 


Amidſtthe young geene wood: of Paradiſe 
Some noble plant thought my lelfe to ſee: 
Such ſtore of birds therein yſhrowded were; 
Chaunting in ſhade their {undry melodie, 
T hat with their {weetneſle I was rauiſht nere, 
While on this Laurell fixed was mine eyc, 
The skie gan euery where to ouer-caſt, 
And darkned was thewelkin all about, 
When ſuddenfliſh of heauens fire out braſt, 
And rent this royall tree quite by tne roote, 


Waich makes me much and cuerto complaine: 


For no ſuch ſhadow ſhall be had againes 


z 


Within this wood, out of arocke did riſe 
A ſpring of water, mildly rumbling downe, 
Whereto approched not in any wiſe | 
The bomely ſhepheard, nor the ruderclowne 

But manie Muſes,and the Nymphes withall, 

Thatſweetly in accord did tune their voyce 
Totheſoftſounding of the waters fall, 
That my glad hart chereat did much reioyce. 
But while therein T tooke my chiefe delight, 
Iſaw(alas:) the gaping earth deuoure 


The ſprivg, theplace, and all cleanc our of ſight? 


. ' Which yet aggreeues my harteuento this hourez 


And wounds my ſoule withrufull memoric, 
+ Toſecſuch pleaſures gone ſo ſuddenly, 


 TſawaPhcanixin thewoodalone, 

With purple wings; and creſt of golden hewe 

Strange bird he was, whereby I thought anoae, 

That of ſome heauenly wightI had the yewe; LON 
| M 2- VYoeill 
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Vartill he came votothe broken tree, 
And to the ſpring, thatlate deuoured was. 
Whar ſay I more? cach thing atlaſt we {ee 
Doth paſſe away: the Phoenix there(alas *) 

Spying the tree deſtroyd, the water dride, 
Himſelfe ſmote with his beak, as in diſdaine, 
And fo forth-with in great deſpighthe dide: 
That yet my hart burnes in exceeding painc, 

Por ruth and pitty of ſo bapleſle _ 

O letmine eyes no more ſec ſuch a ſight. 
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Ac laſt, ſo Faire a Ladie did I fpie, 

Thar thinking yer on her, I burne and quake ; 
On hearbs and flowres ſhe walkedpenſiuely, 
Mild, but yet loue ſhe proudly did forlake : 

White ſeem'd her robes, yet wouen fo they were, 
As ſnow and golde together had been wrought. 
Abouethe waſte a darke clowde ſhrouded her, 

A ſtinging Serpent by the heelcher caught &. 

Where-with ſhe languiſhr as the gather'd flowre, 


And well afſur'd ſhemounted yp to ioy. 

Alas, on earth ſo nothing doth endure, 

Burt bitter griefe and forrowfull annoy : 
Which make this life wretched and miſerable, 
Tolled with ſtormes of fortune variable, 


/ 


When I beheld this tickle truſtleſſe Nate 
Of raine worlds glory, flitting too and fro, 
And mortall men tofſed by troublous fare 
In reſtleſs ſeas of wretchednes and woe, 

I wiſh T might this wearie life forgoc, 
And ſhortly turne vnto my happy reſt, 
Where my free ſpirit might not any moe 


- Be vextwith fights,that doe her peace moleft, 


And ye faire Ladie, in whoſe bountious breſt 

All heaucnly grage and yertue ſhrined is, 

When ye thelgHmes'doc read, andvicwthe reſt, 

Loathe this þafe world,and thinke of heauens blis : 
And though ye be the faircſt of Gods creatures, 


Yetthink,that death ſhallſpoile your goodly features. 
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